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Ephesians 5:18-33 MSG 

I. Introduction: As we fight for our families, one of the most important things we can fight for is the fight to 

get and keep _________________ at the center of our marriage. 
 

Today we want to answer from the Scripture 3 questions. What is a Christ centered marriage? How do we 

pursue it? How does what Jesus did for us make it possible? 
 

II. A Christ centered marriage is one which a couple sees the joy and potential of their life 

____________________ as they build a relationship with each other that comes out of the relationship 

they have with Jesus Christ. 
 

A. God’s purpose for marriage is completeness and multiplication of our joy and effectiveness. 
 

 “Therefore a man leaves his father and mother and embraces his wife. They become one 

flesh.” (Gen. 2:18) 

 “Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. If one person falls, 

the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real trouble. Likewise, two 

people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how can one be warm alone? A 

person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but two can stand back-to-back and 

conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord is not easily broken.” (Eccl 4:9-12) 
 

B. It is Jesus that is the cord that makes ______________________ the full potential of this union. 

“Ultimately we build a great marriage not be focusing on each other, but focusing on pleasing and 

becoming like Christ on behalf of one another.” 
 

C. His purpose is to make us heirs together of a great purpose in life. An inheritance we can only 

obtain by fighting for unity, intimacy, and ____________________. (I Pet. 3:7) 
 

III. Ways we fight to keep Christ at the center of our marriage 
 

A. We set aside our own agenda’s and _________ and seek Christ’s will and interests. That interest is 

to protect and build up the image of the glory of God in our spouse. 
 

 “And further, submit to one another out of reverence for Christ.” (vs. 21 NLT) 

 “Christ’s love makes the church whole. His words evoke her beauty. Everything He does and 

says is designed to bring the best out of her, dressing her in dazzling white silk, radiant with 

holiness.” (vs. 26 MSG) 

 “In the same way, husbands ought to love their wives as they love their own bodies. For a man 

who loves his wife actually shows love for himself.” (vs. 28 NLT) 
 

The key to having God’s best for your marriage is doing whatever you can to bring out the 

___________ in the other person! Happiness will never come from what you get in marriage; it 

will come from what you give. 
 

B. Express your love and commitment in the way that will most provoke and _________________ 

them to be like Christ and fulfill God’s purpose for their lives. No person has ever succeeded in 

helping a person be a better Christian by pointing out their faults. 
 

“God has put in every man a driving need to feel respected and in every woman a driving to feel 

loved.” –Dr. Emerson Eggerichs 
 

1. Men most often are built up by _______________, honor, and admiration. 

2. Women most often are built up in a marriage by feeling ______________ and treasured. 



“Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to 

the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace of life, that your prayers may 

not be hindered.” (I Pet. 3:7 NKJV) 
 

C. Take full responsibility to fulfill the ___________ God has called you to fill. 

“For the husband is the head of the wife as Christ is the head of the church.” (vs. 23) 
 

Headship doesn’t mean domination or control. It means taking ____________ responsibility to lead 

the family to spiritual health and growth and being willing to answer personally to God for how he 

does it.  
 

The husband is to be the chief ________________ and the wife is the chief Mainstay. 
 

D. We fight for our marriage by staying continuously _______________ with the Holy Spirit.  
 

It is only possible to have the marriage God wants us to have, if we are willing to let our attitudes 

and _________________ be controlled by the Holy Spirit. More marriages are destroyed by 

negativity than adultery. Your attitude will determine your altitude in marriage. 
 

“It is better to live alone in the corner of an attic than with a quarrelsome wife (husband) in a 

lovely home.” (Prov. 21:9 NLT) 
 

How we stay filled and controlled by the Holy Spirit: 
 

1. Stay deliberately aware of God’s presence by continually __________________ our hearts 

on God through praise, prayer, and thanksgiving. 
 

“Don’t be drunk with wine, because that will ruin your life. Instead, be filled with the Holy 

Spirit, singing psalms and hymns and spiritual songs among yourselves, and making music 

to the Lord in your hearts. And give thanks for everything to God the Father in the name of 

our Lord Jesus Christ.” (Eph. 5:18-20) 
 

2. Make God the __________________ of your joy; don’t be codependent looking to your 

spouse to give joy and blessing. Joy is something you bring to your marriage, not 

something you seek from your marriage. 
 

The greatest thing you can do for your marriage is to become a more emotionally healthy 

Christian. Only emotionally healthy Christians, filled with the Holy Spirit can 

___________ like Christ. 
 

“Love is patient and kind. Love is not jealous or boastful or proud or rude. It does not 

demand its own way. It is not irritable, and it keeps no record of being wronged. It does 

not rejoice about injustice but rejoices whenever the truth wins out. Love never gives up, 

never loses faith, is always hopeful, and endures through every circumstance.”                  

(I Cor. 13:4-7) 
 

E. We fight for a Christ centered marriage by continuously forgiving and _______________  ______ 

of hurts and offenses. Keep the wrinkles out! 
 

“...to make her holy and clean, washed by the cleansing of God’s word. He did this to present her 

to Himself as a glorious church without a spot or wrinkle or any other blemish. Instead, she will be 

holy and without fault.” (vs. 26-27) 
 

IV. The death of Jesus on the cross makes this kind of marriage possible. To grasp how Jesus fought for 

us, moves us to approach our marriage as debtors and not ________________. 

 

(Answers: I. Jesus II. multiplied, possible, agreement III. egos, best, motivate, respect, loved, role, full, Model, 

filled, emotions, focusing, Source, love, letting go IV. demanders) 


