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MEMORIAL PARK – A CHILD’S PLAYGROUND
Two years ago at the completion of the Memorial 
Park rehabilitation project, Kloof Conservancy 
erected two information boards in the park and 
“unveiled” them at a small function which was 
attended by relatives of the Johnson family who 
donated some land to establish the park in 1945. 
The park is dedicated to the Kloof residents who 
were killed during WWII. Ronald Johnson was one 
of these residents, and Ronald’s Road and Ronald’s 
Kloof are named after him.

Recently, Ronald’s sister, Mrs Olive Jones, visited 
the park with family members and reminisced on 
what was once her playground. Remembrance 
Day is coming up on November 11 and it’s an 
appropriate time to remember all those who gave 
their lives for our freedom.

Visit our website for the full history of Kloof and 
Memorial Park: 

 
www.kloofconservancy.org.za/

projects/memorial-park.

Memorial Park has become well-known in the 
Upper Highway as a dog-friendly park. It is 
fantastic to see dogs and their owners socialising 
and enjoying the pleasant environment that has 
been created. It is important for all (human) users 
to adopt responsible attitudes of respect for one 
another and for the wildlife that inhabits the park. 

We call on all responsible pet owners to encourage 
others to be too! The more that people see dogs as 
an enriching part of our lives, the better thousands 
of dogs’ lives will become. Some park users see 
dogs as noisy irritations which bite readily and 
leave gloops of poop all over public parks. With a 
little effort, this negative perception can be 
changed. 

Taking a responsible and forward-thinking 
approach to pet ownership will ensure that we can 
enjoy our pets and the environment to the fullest!

               Olive Jones with family members, Loraine, Penny 
and Barry, reminiscing at Memorial Park.
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There are a number of camera traps being used to record wildlife in and around Krantzkloof Nature 
Reserve. Recently we posted a 10 second video of three Caracal kittens on our Facebook page, which 
attracted over 4 000 views. Caracal are being recorded more and more frequently in the area and there has 
been some concern that this may have a negative impact on the buck population, blue duiker in 
particular. An eZemvelo KZN Wildlife project, led by Amanda Jones, to assess this impact. We hope to 
bring you information on this research once it is finalised.

Visit our Facebook page   to see the video of the Caracal kittens, as 
well as videos of Bushbabies and a Porcupine sprinting by. We’ve also posted many photographs of the 
wildlife recorded in our backyards!

www.facebook.com/kloofconservancy

BIRDS OF KRANZKLOOF
As a preview to  on we 
thought we would share with you some bird photos taken 
in and around Krantzkloof Nature Reserve.

The area is a veritable treasure trove for keen birders with 
253 species being recorded including the illusive Narina 
Trogon, Grey Cuckooshrike, Green Twinspot, African 
Emerald Cuckoo, Yellow-rumped Tinkerbird, Trumpeter 
Hornbill and African Crowned Eagle, to mention only a few. 

        Kloof is one of the few places in Durban where Knysna  
        Turaco can be spotted. While many bird species appear to 
have “coloured” feathers, most feather colours are not created 
by pigment but rather by light reflecting off the keratin in the 
feathers. The only bird in the world that has actual green 
pigment in their feathers is the Turaco. This pigment is named 
after them and is called turacoverdin.    

Bird Day Saturday 19 October 

Don’t forget to e-mail photographs of any interesting sightings of Kloof’s flora and fauna to 
info@kloofconservancy.org.za. We also encourage you to record your observations on SANBI’s 

citizen scientist project, iSpot. For more information visit: http://www.ispot.org.za/

Are you a member of Kloof Conservancy? 
For only R150 a year you can help us make a real 

difference by helping to fund projects that  
promote environmental awareness and conserve 

our area’s outstanding natural heritage. 
Visit our website for more information: 

www.kloofconservancy.org.za/membership/

Our partnership with the Durban Natural Science 
Museum (DNSM) and Kwa-Ximba Conservancy 
continued on Monday 23 September when we ran a 
joint event at Kwa-Ximba to celebrate our Natural 
Heritage. 

This is part of our outreach programme to use our 
skills, resources and expertise to extend our “green 
footprint” to less advantaged areas. The DNSM did 
us proud and brought a wide range of exhibits, 
including the large rhino model, and provided most 
of the funding for the event. DNSM Director Alison 
Ruiters was present and she reaffirmed the DNSM’s 
commitment to continuing the good working 
relationship with Kloof Conservancy. 

More than 600 people attended the event, most of 
whom were school children. It was heartening to 
see their interest in the exhibits and hopefully this 
will translate into greater environmental awareness 
in the future. 

We plan to continue our partnership with DNSM in 
2014 and one activity on the planning board is a 
small mammal survey of the Kwa-Ximba area. We 
are also looking at involvement closer to home in 
the Lower Molweni Valley, so watch this space!

              African Goshawks are generally solitary and love tall, 
dense, wooded habitats but are quite comfortable in urban 
areas and have been known to use bird baths in gardens! 
Local resident Graham Berry recently rehabilitated an 
African Goshawk after it was found in poor condition from 
suspected poisoning.

              Guy Redman, eThekwini’s Head of Department: 
Libraries, Heritage, Arts & Culture, poses with Kloof 
Conservancy mascot, Rubi-D. Guy is a strong 
supporter of the need to broaden the appeal of the 
DNSM and gave an insightful presentation on the 
importance of environmental education.

              David Allen, Curator Birds at explaining his exhibits to the 
enthusiastic children at the Kwa-Ximba Natural Heritage Day, a joint Kloof Conservancy/DNSM event. 

Durban Natural Science Museum (DNSM), 

              Grey Cuckooshrikes are about the same 
size as Laughing Doves and are easy to miss. 
This Kloof treasure moves slowly through the 
forest canopy, perching on branches and 
peering upwards, scanning the underside of 
leaves for insects – particularly caterpillars. 

KLOOF CONSERVANCY’S OUTREACH PROGRAMME 
WORKING TO INSPIRE NATURE’S FUTURE CUSTODIANS
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Last month we looked at why it’s important for the municipality to report on 
the state of biodiversity. In this and our next two issues, we’ll look at the 
indicators that the municipality uses to measure the state of biodiversity. We 
start this month by featuring the indicators of land that has some form of 
protection. Next month we’ll look at how the municipality assesses species 
abundance within these areas.

This information is an extract from the municipality’s State of Biodiversity 
Report 2011-2012. The full report can be downloaded from our Dropbox     
(3MB file): http://db.tt/vPvGEZkr?dl=1/  

6.1. Total area of D’MOSS: In 2011/2012 D’MOSS 
covered an area of 75 000 ha, representing 
approximately 33% of the total municipal area. The 
D’MOSS spatial layer is a dynamic one, undergoing 
modifications and refinements as new information 
becomes available. 

6.2. Percentage of D’MOSS that is protected and 
managed in Durban: Tools used by the EPCPD to 
secure and formally protect environmentally 
sensitive areas in the City include:

6.2.1. Non User Conservation Servitudes (NUCS): 
In some instances, the outcome of the 
development assessment process requires the 
registration of a conservation servitude over that 
portion of the application property that is within 
D’MOSS. The area affected by the servitude remains 
in the ownership of the land owner and can be 
used for purposes that do not compromise the 
integrity of the natural environment.

6.2.1.1. Update on the NUCS inspection project: 
In 2010 / 2011, the EPCPD undertook a project to 
follow-up on the status of NUCSs that were 
requested by the department as a condition of 
development approval. As part of this a portion of 
registered NUCSs were selected and prioritised for 
follow-up site inspections. The aims of the project 
are to: -- Ascertain whether the NUCSs are being 
managed by the landowners and which NUCSs 
would require further monitoring; -- Establish if 
structures have been erected within the NUCSs 
without EPCPD approval; and -- Update the NUCS 
and D’MOSS GIS shapefile. 

Last year, 24 grassland sites were visited by the 
Biodiversity Impact Assessment staff of EPCPD. In 
2011/2012, 34 Scarp and Northern Coastal Forest 
sites were selected for inspection. Nearly 57% of 
NUCS sites were in a good condition, 39% 
intermediate, none were degraded and only 4% of 
the sites were transformed. The level of invasive 
alien plants (IAPs) on the inspected sites is shown 
on Figure 4. 

An illegal platform and clearing of an indigenous 
forest was found on one of the sites. This is the first 
NUCS whereby significant activities that are 
contrary to the conditions of NUCS establishment 
were found and the necessary compliance 
enforcement action will have to be initiated. The 
condition of Grassland NUCS sites was also updated 
with information that was collected during the 
process of the current investigation. 

6.2.2. Land Acquisition: 
In some restricted instances, threatened or 
important areas are protected through acquisition. 
This is achieved by either purchasing the property 
from the owner at an agreed upon value or by 
property owners donating their land to the 
eThekwini Municipality. In 2011 / 2012, 2.35 ha of 
land were acquired by the EPCPD for environmental 
conservation.

6.2.3. Nature Reserve Proclamation: 
Work is currently being undertaken on the 
proclamation of 11 municipal nature reserves in 
terms of the National Environmental Management: 
Protected Areas Act. These are: Roosefontein, 
Burman Bush, Empisini, Marian Woods, New 
Germany, Paradise Valley, Pigeon Valley, Silverglen, 
Springside, Virginia Bush, and extensions of the 
Krantzkloof Nature Reserve. This exercise will give 
these nature  reserves a higher conservation status, 
thus further protecting Durban’s biodiversity assets.

Birds of Krantzkloof: 
Event 1 – 08:00 Walk followed by talk by local birdman Dave Bishop.
Event 2 – 11:00 Bird activities for young children organised by BirdLife Port 
Natal. 

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 4-hour guided walk. R30pp. Meet at Kloof 
Falls Rd picnic site at 8h00.

KKBA AGM with talk by well known landscaper Chris Dalzell. 17h30 at 
Kloof Junior Primary School.

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 6-hour guided walk. R30pp. Meet at Kloof
Falls Rd picnic site at 8h00.

Guided Walk at Glenholme Nature Reserve. Meet at 08h30 at the Tea
Garden. Donations go towards maintenance and upkeep.

Krantzkloof Nature Reserve 4-hour guided walk. R30pp. Meet at Kloof
Falls Rd picnic site at 8h00.

Back-to-Nature event at the Interpretative Centre.SATURDAY 19 October

SUNDAY 20 October

TUESDAY 22 October

SUNDAY 3 November

SUNDAY 10 November

SUNDAY 17 November

KLOOF CONSERVANCY EVENTS IN OCTOBER AND NOVEMBER
For more information please visit our website: www.kloofconservancy.org.za
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www.kloofconservancy.org.za

                      

Everyone in Kloof has a septic tank, but how many 
of us bother to check and maintain them? Failing 

to maintain septic tanks can cause water pollution 
downstream, making streams, lakes and rivers 
unfit for swimming, and unhealthy for wildlife. 

Septic tanks often fail during the holiday season, 
when extra visitors increase the load on systems. 
Homeowners should have their system inspected 

every three years by a licensed contractor and 
have their tank pumped when necessary, generally 

every three to five years. Avoid pouring fats, 
grease, and solids down the drain, which can 

clog a system’s pipes and drainfield.

MAINTAIN YOUR
         SEPTIC TANK

This is our last major event for 2013 and we have 
two exciting events planned. 

EVENT 1: A guided (easy) two-hour walk in the 
Kranzkloof Nature Reserve led by renowned 
“birdman” Dave Bishop. The walk will leave from 
the Interpretative Centre at 8:30am and will be 
followed at 11am by a talk on the Birds of 
Kranzkloof. 

EVENT 2: Family-oriented activities and fun 
learning for children including basic bird and nest 

                   

A simple action like filling a jug of water from the 
tap and placing it in your refrigerator provides 
several benefits in terms of energy and water 

savings, as well as your health.

For one thing, your refrigerator will keep food 
cool more efficiently, as the jug of water works 

much like a cold ice pack in a cooler. 

Whenever you want a glass of water, you won’t 
have to let the tap run while waiting for cooler 
water. Also, you won’t need as much ice, which 

requires energy to make.

KEEP A JUG OF WATER    
                         IN YOUR FRIDGE

TIP

43
TIP

44

identification, bird spotting competitions, and 
giveaways. Activities will start at 11am at the 
Interpretative Centre. The first 20 children to arrive 
at the event will receive a free bird feeder. 

ENTRY: R30 per person; R15 for children 12 and 
under. Safe parking, picnic facilities, and a 
tuckshop with cooldrinks, wors and salad rolls will 
be available. 

More information at 
. 

ww.kloofconservancy.org.za 
or www.facebook/kloofconservancy

BIRD DAY 2013 IN ASSOCIATION WITH BIRDLIFE
A KLOOF CONSERVANCY EVENT

THIS EXERCISE WILL GIVE THESE NATURE 
RESERVES A HIGHER CONSERVATION STATUS ...”“
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Figure 4. Percentage of invasive alien plants in Forest NUCS

Planet in 
YOUR hands 
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