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“For this reason I remind you to fan into flame the gift of God, which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

For the Spirit God gave us does not make us timid, but gives us power, love, and self-discipline.” (2 Tim. 1:6-7) 

 

I. Introduction: One of God’s purposes for the church is to provide a place where we discover and 

learn to use our spiritual gifts __________________ to strengthen the church and change the world.  

 

A. We were made to make a _____________________!  

 

“For we are God’s masterpiece. He has created us anew in Christ Jesus, so we can do the good 

(works) He planned and prepared for us to do before the foundation of the world.” (Eph. 2:10) 

 

B. The key to making a difference is discovering and activating the gifts God has given us. The 

greater our gifts are activated the greater the difference our lives will make. (Eph. 4:7-13, 16).  

 

Things to notice: 
 

1. Being saved not only means forgiveness but that powerful _______________ are put 

inside of us. If you are saved you have spiritual gifts. 

 

“God has given each of you a gift from his variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to 

serve one another.” (I Pet. 4:10) 

 

Gifts are divine abilities that God works through, to show His love and reveal His power 

to touch lives and change the world. 

 

2. When God’s people move together in their gifts the world not only sees the character of 

Christ but also the ____________________ of Christ. 

 

Many grieve because of the darkness we see all around but I think God grieves because 

the _________________ in His church isn’t fully shining which would overwhelm the 

darkness. “Greater is he who is in you than he who is in the world.” (I Jn. 4:4) 

 

We need to quit telling God how big the trouble is and start telling the trouble how big 

our God is. 

 

Many are worried about what demons can do to Christians; we need to show the world 

what Christians can do to demons. 

 

C. Paul goes on to say that the job of pastors, apostles is not to do the work of ministry but to 

“__________________” the saints to do the work of ministry.” (vs.11) 

 

Ministry is simply ordinary believers unleashing their gifts to serve and love people. 

 

When they do God uses ordinary people in extraordinary ways. The greatness of a church is not 

in how many members it has but in how many ______________________ it has. For every gift 

that is activated more power is manifested. 

 

II. It is for this reason the Bible urges us to fan into flame the gifts inside of us. (2 Tim. 1:6-7). He tells 

us that we’re to take action to activate or _____________________ the gifts God has put inside of us. 

 



A. Gifts can’t be presumed upon they must be discovered, developed, and ____________________. 

 

B. That includes being diligent to remove the ___________ that can so quickly smother the flames. 

 

1. Lids of _____________________. “God has not given us a spirit of fear…”  

 

2. Lids of neglect. 

 

 “And I was afraid and hid your talent in the ground. Look, you have what is yours.” 

(Mat. 25:25) 

 “So then each one of us will give an account of ourselves to God.” (Rom. 14:12) 

 

3. Lids of ignorance 

Now concerning spiritual gifts, brethren, I do not want you to be ignorant. (I Cor. 12:1) 

 

4. Lids of isolation 

“The eye cannot say to the hand, “I don’t need you!” And the head cannot say to the feet, 

“I don’t need you.” (I Cor. 12:21) 

 

III. Ways to activate your gifts. (Rom. 12:1, 3-8) 

 

A. Make yourself completely _____________________ to God. (12:1) 

“Use my life however you want, wherever you want, with whoever you want, whenever you want, 

to do whatever you want.” 

 

B.  Attach yourself to truly belong and serve the people at church. 

 

Just like an ear finds its purpose by being attached to the head, we discover our gifts by 

______________________ with and serving others in the body. 

 

 “Don’t wait to discover your gifts in order to serve, begin to serve in order to discover your 

gifts.” God’s gifts don’t operate independently they operate interdependently. The great 

things God plans to do through us, almost always begin by doing small things faithfully. 

 “He who is faithful in little will be made ruler over much.” (Lk. 16:10) 

 

C. Ask God to _____________________ the gifts He wants to activate in our lives.  

 

We realize our gifts by: 

 Learning about spiritual gifts 

 Being aware of how God made us to respond to needs 

 By experimenting in different ways 

 By getting confirmation from others 

 

D. Begin to exercise the gifts inside of you by ______________ that it is God working through you. 

 

 “If your gift is prophesying, then prophesy in accordance with your faith.” (Rom. 12:6) 

 “Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through 

you? Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God 

supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God.” (I Pet. 4:10) 

 

 

(Answers: I. together, difference, gifts, power, light, equip, ministers II.re-activate, deployed lids, fear III. 

available, connecting, reveal, faith) 

 


