
POSSESSING (RECLAIMING) OUR INHERITANCE PT. 5 

MOVING FROM A FAILURE TO FAVOR 

3/30/14 
 

Scripture: Ruth 2:8-10, 17-20, 3:1-4, 9-11 

 
I. Introduction: The story of Ruth and Naomi is a story of how a life can suddenly and completely flip by 

receiving and living in the light of our Redeemer’s favor. In this story God is calling us to move not only 

out of our sin into His forgiveness but from a “failure mindset” into a “_______________ mindset” in 
every area of our lives. He wants us to make the choice today to live in the light of His favor instead of the 

darkness of our failure. 

 

A. It is the favor (grace) of God in Jesus Christ that restores us and lifts us from a hurting life to a 
redeemed life. None of us has the choice to get to live a perfect life, an easy-pain free life, or even a 

“fair” life. We do have a choice to live a ___________________ life. That happens when we begin 

to see ourselves and live our lives in the light of His favor. 
 

 “So she fell on her face, bowed down to the ground, and said to him, “Why have I found favor 

in your eyes, that you should take notice of me, since I am a foreigner.” (Ruth 2:10) 

 “…much more those who receive the abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will 

reign in life through the One, Jesus Christ.” (Rom. 5:17b) 

 “You brought my soul up from the grave; You have kept me alive, that I should not go down to 

the pit. Sing praise to the Lord, you saints of His, and give thanks at the remembrance of His 

holy name. For His anger is but for a moment, His favor is for life; Weeping may endure for a 

night but joy comes in the morning. Now in my prosperity I said, I shall never be moved.” 
Lord, by your favor You have made my mountain stand strong.” (Ps. 30:3-6) 

 

B. Four things that receiving God’s favor and having a “favor mindset” changes in our lives. 
 

1. It changes our ________________ so that we move from thinking of ourselves as cursed to 
thinking of ourselves as crowned. 

 

“And provide for those who grieve in Zion-to bestow on them a crown of beauty instead of 

ashes, the oil of joy instead of mourning.” (Isaiah 61:3) 
 

2. It gives us the ability to move us from thinking of ourselves as condemned to thinking of 

ourselves as _______________________ in His eyes. 
 

 “Blessed be the Lord who has not forsaken His kindness to the living and the dead.” 

(Ruth 2:20) 

 “There is therefore now no condemnation to them which are in Christ Jesus.”          

(Rom. 8:1) 
 

3. The ability to move in our heart from thinking of ourselves as powerless to ____________. 
 

 “I am Ruth, your maidservant. Take your maidservant under your wing for you are a 

close relative.” (3:9) 

 “I can do all things through Christ which strengthens me.” (Phil. 4:13) 

 “We are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.” (Rom. 8:34) 
 

4. The ability to move from thinking of ourselves as insufficient to _________________. 
 

 “Bring the shawl that is on you and hold it.” And when she held it, he measured six 

ephahs (9 bushels) of barley, and laid it on her.” (3:15) 

 “Your grace is sufficient, for when I am weak then I am strong.” (2 Cor. 12:10) 



 

II. Steps to going from a failure to a favor mindset 
 

A. Put off the ___________way of thinking of your life and step into a way of thinking and a new 

season for your life. 

 

 “Therefore wash yourself and anoint yourself, put on your best garment and go down to the 

threshing floor.” (3:2) 

 “…put off your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful desires; to be made new in the 

attitude of your minds; and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true righteousness 

and holiness.” (Eph. 4:22-24) 
 

B. Spend time in the secret place letting Jesus ___________________ you for the day by reminding 

you, cleansing you, renewing you, and restoring you to live the life you are called to live.  
(Ruth 3:2) 

 

1. Wash yourself-“the blood of Jesus Christ cleanses us from all sin” (I Jn. 1:7) 

 
2. _________________ yourself-“be filled with the Holy Spirit, receive the oil of joy instead 

of mourning” (Eph. 5:18, Isa. 61:3) 

 
3 .Put on your best garment-“put on your new self, put on the garments of praise instead of 

the spirit of heaviness” (Eph. 4:24, Isa. 61:3-4) 

 
4. Go to the threshing floor-the place of expecting God’s promises-“In His presence is 

fullness of joy (Ps. 16:11) 

 

C. Align the way you think, speak, act, and live with who you see ___________________ now to be. 
 

Invitation: Will you accept His invitation to exchange your failure for His favor? 

 

 

QUESTIONS FOR DISCUSSSION 

 

1. When was the first time you received a glimpse of who you really were in God’s eyes? How did that 
change you? 

 

2. What season do you believe the Lord is bringing you out of and bringing you into? 
 

3. In what way do you need to change your “widow mindset” for a “favor mindset?” For example:  

a. How you see yourself      
b. What you expect your future to be                                             

c. Taking faith risks instead of fear steps   

d. Shaking off an inferiority complex e. moving out of disappointment.. 

 
 

(Answers: I. favor, redeemed, identity, righteous, powerful, sufficient II. old, prepare, anoint, yourself) 


