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It’s Going to Rain! 
James 5:7-11   

 
My Uncle Penny was a farmer. My Uncle’s name was actually Dennis, but everyone knew him by his 
nick-name “Penny” because he had swallowed some pennies as a kid. I know Penny is a girl’s name, but 
my Uncle Penny was a man’s man. Broad shoulders, arms like jackhammers, strong as a bull. The skin on 
his neck & arms like shoe leather. When I was a boy I would spend a couple of weeks every summer with 
my Uncle Penny & Aunt Christine on their farm in Michigan. Uncle Penny was also a man of faith who was 
in church Sunday morning and evening and who gladly taught the junior high boys Sunday School class 
for years.  
 
One of my memories of Uncle Penny came back to me as I read our text this morning about the farmer 
waiting for rain. This particular summer was hot and dry.  He had faithfully plowed & planted as he did 
each spring. The corn had sprouted and had even grown “knee-high by the fourth of July” indicating a 
good crop. But by mid-July the lack of rain was causing the corn to wither. Their rural church—Reeman 
CRC—had already had an emergency prayer meeting to plead with God for rain. But no rain had come.  
But Uncle Penny was a man of faith. He trusted God to act! 
 
I still remember one particular evening like it was yesterday.  The sky had darkened just north of the 
farm. It looked like those clouds held the much-needed rain. But if clouds passed by, or showered on the 
town-folk two miles up the gravel road this season’s corn crop would be lost, or meager at best.  I came 
out of the house and found him in the yard, facing heavenward, eyes open, arms outstretched, praying 
God would push the storm a little south and unleash its blessings. He prayed and pleaded, “Oh God, we 
NEED this rain SO much! Please let it rain. Please, Lord! Help us, Lord! We’re counting on you Lord! Don’t 
let us down Lord!” Uncle Penny’s voice grew louder as he bellowed his prayers with the same strong 
voice he used to call the cows in from the pasture.  
 
I felt as if God would soon come right down there in the yard and I so I edged myself forward to stand at 
Uncle Penny’s side. It was then I noticed that tears were running down his face as he poured out his soul 
to God. I’ll never forget that prayer! … 
 
Farming, like life, is unpredictable. Uncertain.  Dry spells, Delays, & Disappointments.  
 
In the face of life’s DDD, our text this morning calls us simply to be patient, therefore, beloved, until the 
coming of the Lord. The GK word for be patient (Macrothumia) literally means be “long-tempered” (as 
opposed to short-tempered).  Show restraint. Calmness of spirit. Be willing to wait. Be patient! That’s 
much easier said than done!  
 
What challenges your patience this morning? 
 
Waiting two years for a new senior pastor; two years of “transition.” 
Waiting for a new job or opportunity to use your gifts. (Remember there’s a lot of pastors out there 
waiting and praying for that too!) 
Waiting for a diagnosis. Waiting for the PT or the meds or the treatments to make a difference. 



Waiting to meet someone you might spend your whole life with. I met someone this week hoping an 
online dating site would help, because “everyone at church is coupled up already.” Waiting for that 
special someone to propose! 
Waiting to graduate…to retire…for quittin’ time…for sleep.  
 
It’s hard to wait. It’s hard to be patient. Why doesn’t God hurry up and DO something?!  It’s a spiritual 
challenge to be patient in the face of tough times. That’s why James says (v8) …strengthen your hearts, for 
the coming of the Lord is near. Be patient! Hang in there. He’s coming!  
 
If your patience is being tried this morning, I want to strengthen your hearts with two things about God: 
God’s PURPOSE & God’s PRESENCE.  
 
James says (v11) …you have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the Lord is compassionate and 
merciful.  James wants to encourage us with the big picture. The purpose of the Lord—is God’s 
overarching goal which explains what God is up to in our lives in in human history.  
 
The GK word for purpose is telos, the same as our English word t-e-l-o-s. It means the “aim” or “end” or 
“goal” of something. Philosophers like Aristotle and Hegel use the word a lot. American Journalist Peter 
Savodnik used “telos” in an article he wrote in January 2017 about Russia’s meddling in our elections 

(Vladimir) Putin’s goal …  His telos—his endgame—is the destabilization, the overcoming, of the 
whole Western order.  

By contrast,  God’s telos or purpose or endgame is the restoration of all things, the salvation of all 
things, the renewal of all things, the reconciliation of all things in heaven & on earth as Paul writes in 
Colossians 1.  
 
According to the Bible, God’s up to something and it will end well. Like the William Cowper’s hymn 
God Moves in a Mysterious way puts it: “God’s purposes will ripen fast, unfolding every hour. The bud may 
have a bitter taste, but sweet will be its flower.” Life always has its ups and downs. Things don’t always go 
our way.  But we Christians strengthen our hearts in the faith that God loves us— that God is 
compassionate and merciful and will, as the Psalmist says, satisfy our desires with good things. We should 
be patient & strong-hearted because God’s purpose is GOOD. We are patient because we know, IT’S 
GOING TO RAIN! 
 
The second encouragement I have for you this morning from our text is the PRESENCE of God. 
Notice the progression in our text: 
 

The Lord is coming (v7) 
The Lord is near (v8) 
The Lord is at the door (v9) 
 

We believe that Christ is coming again. We confess that in the Apostle’s Creed when we say …Jesus 
Christ…ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From there HE 
WILL COME TO JUDGE THE LIVING AND THE DEAD.  
 
The church has always confessed that. In the first century after Jesus rose and ascended, the early church 
believed that he would return soon—certainly within their lifetime—to establish God’s Kingdom on 
earth, the new heaven and new earth envisioned in the book of Revelation. After that first generation of 
the church died off, it was apparent that God had a different timetable. But the church also became more 
aware that God was already present with them in very direct and tangible ways. Paul had announced in 
Athens that God is not far from any one of us for in him we live and move and have our being. Even Jesus 



had promised before he returned to heaven that he was sending his Spirit—the Holy Spirit—who would 
be guide and protect us and provide for us in difficult times. 
 
The Lord is coming…is near and at the door! James’ image of Jesus at the door reminds us of Jesus’ 
encouragement to the persecuted church in Revelation 3:20  Listen, I am standing at the door, knocking; if 
you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you!  
 
If you have heard the voice of Jesus at the door and welcomed him into your heart by faith, God is not 
only coming and near…he is living within you.  Isn’t that encouraging? Be patient, beloved… Christ is 
coming again—maybe soon(?!). God is always near. And the Spirit is present IN us!  
 
Life, like farming, is unpredictable. Uncertain.  Dry spells, delays, and disappointments.  
 
But God’s endgame, God’s TELOS, is the restoration of all things. It’s going to be alright! God’s purpose is 
good! And God knows what you’re going through because God is present in you.  
 
So, my friends, be patient! IT’S GOING TO RAIN! 
 
As Uncle Penny’s tears streamed down his face, the thunder rumbled across the sky. The wind began to 
blow out of the north, pushing the clouds overhead. Big drops of rain began to fall. We stood there with 
the rain pummeling our faces!  
 
Be patient until the coming of the Lord. God’s purpose is good. God is present with us! God will act in God’s 
time and in God’s way! Hang in there, IT’S GOING TO RAIN. 
 
West Side has been waiting now for two years to call a new senior pastor. Be patient! IT’S GOING TO 
RAIN!   
 
That new job, that diagnosis, meeting that special person…whatever tries your patience today, 
remember that God’s purpose is good and God is present. Be patient, beloved, until the coming of the Lord. 
IT’S GOING TO RAIN. 
  
PRAYER:  (Picture whatever drought, delays or disappointments you are experiencing this morning) “Oh 
God, we NEED this rain SO much! Please let it rain. Please, Lord! Help us, Lord! We’re counting on you 
Lord! Don’t let us down Lord!” Rain on our parched fields. Heal our sick bodies. Encourage our dispairing 
spirits. Restore our broken world. We trust in you! In Jesus’ name, AMEN! 
 
 


