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SERIES:  GOD IS GREEN  
A biblical perspective on the environment with a call to Christian stewardship of the natural world. 

 
THE FALL: We broke it, and, with God’s Help, We can Fix it! 

Genesis 3:17-19; Romans 8:18-23; Colossians 1:15-20; Revelation 21:1 

  

The good news 2 weeks ago was that this IS my Father’s World…and God is counting on US to 
take care of it!   

Creation is GOOD (diversity, balance, people!) 
We are charged to work it and take care of it:  SERVE each other—
Conservation/Conservatives!       

 
This is my Father’s world, and to my listening ears all nature sings…but her song is often a sad 
song! By most reliable accounts, the natural world, the environment, God’s good creation is in 
trouble. It’s broken—really quite badly broken—and we know who broke it—WE DID IT 
OURSELVES! That’s the bad news. The good news is: with God’s help, we can fix it!    At the 
end of my message, I’m going to ask YOU for your ideas of what you are already doing, or what 
else we could do to take care of our Father’s world! 
 
In the last several months, most of us have seen what Paul calls the “groaning of creation.” 
Wildfires throughout the Pacific Northwest and California. Orca’s in Puget Sound dying. Salmon 
runs on the Columbia and Snake rivers dwindling. Hurricanes battering Texas, Louisiana, Florida 
and the Carolinas. Crises like these are getting worse because our natural world—planet 
earth—is in trouble. 
 
While not everyone agrees about the science of global warming, scientists who study it do. 
They know and say we are at fault because of our use of fossil fuels like coal, gas and oil. We’re 
making it worse because of our overconsumption of natural resources, our carelessness and 
waste. We’re heading the wrong way. Two weeks ago the Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change (IPCC.ch) warned us that earth is warming faster than anyone anticipated. The report 
says we have about 12 years to lower our carbon emissions from fossil fuels by at least 1/2 to 

keep global warming below the tipping point of 1.5C. If we don’t do it, hurricanes will get 
fiercer and more frequent, coastal cities around the world will be flooded. More species of 
trees and animals will become extinct. Wild fires, droughts and famines will increase. Large 
parts of the earth will become uninhabitable. People will be displaced.  Social upheaval and war 
will spread. Human civilization as we know it is in trouble and time is running out.  

 
The creation is broken. But it didn’t start with fossil fuels or the melting of the polar ice caps. It 
didn’t start with the use of pesticides and herbicides to produce bigger crops. It didn’t start with 
dams on the Columbia and Snake rivers. It didn’t start with plastic packaging and plastic straws. 
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It didn’t start with the Industrial Revolution. It was broken back in the Garden of Eden. The 
opening chapters of Genesis tell us that God created the universe as a moral universe in which 
Adam and Eve were created in the image of God and as the crown of God’s creation. They were 
given the job of caretakers of creation. As they served the creation, the creation served them—
and together, they served the Creator. EVERYTHING WAS GOOD. Everything had a reason and 
purpose under the divine design of the Creator God. Everything worked together in perfect 
harmony. The Garden of Eden was Paradise…Then WE BROKE IT. Adam and Eve disobeyed God.  
 

They made an immoral choice that disrupted the moral order.  
They ignored the natural boundaries God had established.  
They played the ball in foul territory…and fouled up everything. 
 

Historic Christian theology named this the FALL. The Fall into sin. I am struck reading the first 
chapters of Genesis that what Christian theology calls the “FALL” happened when humankind 
misused part of the creation—namely the tree of the knowledge of good and evil. They misused 
the creation and the creation BROKE. Everything got broken and bent out of shape.  
 
Adam and Eve’s relationship with God was broken. (Spiritual) 
Adam and Eve’s relationship with each other was broken. (Social) 
Adam and Eve’s relationship with the rest of creation was broken. (Environmental)   
 
The Bible traces a simple pattern: creation—fall—redemption. According to the Bible, when 
Adam and Eve sinned, all creation suffered.  Genesis spells out the brokenness in simple terms 
for an agragrian economy. Cursed is the ground because of you. The ground is cursed. Thorns 
and thistles will complicate the propagation of crops. The world would survive. Humankind 
would survive. But things would be more difficult. From now on we would eat only through 
hard work. V19 By the sweat of your face you shall eat bread. 
 
The brokenness of creation is seen in many ways. Fierce storms rip through communities in 
every age. Tsunamis, hurricanes, tornadoes, and blizzards take their toll on human life. “Mother 
Nature” is capable of enormous beauty and enormous devastation. The creation stimulates our 
highest artistic endeavors in the visual and performing arts. The creation also evokes our 
deepest fears and can shatter our dreams in an instant.  
 
The brokenness of creation is also seen in the diseases like diabetes, cancer, depression and 
birth defects that make life hard and cut life short. Perhaps it was his experience of human 
suffering and death that led St. Paul to write what he did about the brokenness of creation in 
Romans 8. It was subjected to futility…it will be set free from its bondage to decay…it is 
groaning in labor pains….  
 
The good news is that Paul says there’s HOPE! Paul portrays the creation is being redeemed—
being changed and transformed along with humankind. We broke God’s world, but God loves 
us and the creation.  
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God the Son, our Lord, Jesus Christ, loves the creation too! Laurie Brenner preached about it 
last week from this same text in Col 1 where St. Paul says that  …all things have been created 
through him and for him. 17 He himself is before all things, and in him all things hold together. … 
20 and through him God was pleased to reconcile to himself all things, whether on earth or in 
heaven, by making peace through the blood of his cross. God is at work through the power of 
the cross not only to redeem people but to redeem the WHOLE CREATION! Jesus is Lord not 
just of our souls, he’s lord of our bodies and of the heavenly bodies. He is Lord of nature, Lord 
of creation! He is holding everything together and reconciling all things. HOW DOES CHRIST DO 
THAT? He does it through his BODY, and WE are that body! We are God’s people responsible 
for God’s creation. We must love the creation as God loves it and care for it accordingly. 
 
This is the trajectory of the creation. It was created GOOD. We broke it by our sin. We continue 
to break it by our sinful waste, neglect and abuse of the environment. But God loves the 
creation! He’s counting on US! And with his help, we can fix it! We can’t fix it all. Creation still 
groans like a woman in labor. But there’s a New World coming. And St. John in his vision at the 
end of the Bible describes the New World in graphic terms. He says I saw a new heaven and a 
new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed away.. There’s a new world 
coming. And in anticipation of that New World, we who love God and trust God must work as 
God’s caretakers of creation. Our lifestyle, our moral choices should make our natural world 
BETTER. This is our God-given task. It will require us to change our ways. And we’ve got good 
reasons to change our wasteful, neglectful, abusive habits:  
 
Pragmatic—we’re trashing our own living room and food supply 

We might be motivated to change because we don’t want to choke on our own 
pollution. 

Social conscience—we’re ruining the world for our grandchildren 
Many of us here will survive the present degradation of creation, but our kids and 
grandkids won’t.  If we care for future generations, we should change our ways.  

(The biggest reason) Moral—God expects better of us…and of God’s world 
 

We Christians of all people should stand up boldly and say, THIS IS MY FATHER’S WORLD. We 
broke it, and with God’s help, we can fix it! We need to make some changes in how we treat 
our world.  
 
We face some big obstacles. Our biggest obstacles to conserving God’s world are greed and 
haste. It costs more money and takes more time to treat the creation well. But if we care about 
creation, we’ll take the time and spend the money to treat our world with greater care.  

 
We are a community of moral discourse. We can learn from each other. We won’t all make the 
same changes. We will have different ways we try to fix what’s broken. What are YOU doing to 
care for creation? What else do you think we can do? 
 

[Congregation Discussion] 
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When we do what we can to serve the creation, we will see God more clearly. I’ll talk more 
about that next week! 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Additional Resources 
 
Dr. William Brown, OT professor at Columbia Theological Seminary, The Seven Pillars of the 
Earth: the Bible, Science and the Ecology of Wonder. 
 
http://presbyearthcare.org   Note the PEC conference “Peace for the Earth” Aug 6-9 at 
Stonybrook Conference Center, Stoneybrook NY, Dr. William Brown, Keynote speaker. 
 
1983 Brief Statement of Faith In sovereign love God created the world good and makes 
everyone equally in God’s image, male and female, of every race and people, to live as one 
community. But we rebel against God; we hide from our Creator. Ignoring God’s 
commandments we violate the image of God in others and ourselves, accept lies as truth, 
exploit neighbor and nature, and threaten death to the planet entrusted to our care. We 
deserve God’s condemnation. Yet God acts with justice and mercy to redeem creation. 
 
 
 

http://presbyearthcare.org/

