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SERIES:  GOD IS GREEN  

A biblical perspective on the environment with a call to Christian stewardship of the natural world. 

 

The Universe is God’s Sermon 
Psalm 19 and Romans 1:18-23 

  
Previously: This IS my Father’s World…and God is counting on US to take care of it!  This is my 
Father’s world, and to my listening ears all nature sings…but her song is often a sad song! By 
most reliable accounts, the natural world, the environment, God’s good creation is broken. The 
good news is that, with God’s help, we can fix it.  And, as Laurie Brenner reminded us, 
(Colossians 1) …all things were created in Christ and for Christ…and God is IN Christ reconciling 
the world to himself.  There’s a new world coming. 
 

♫ This is my Father’s world, he shines in all that’s fair. In the rustling grass I hear him pass, he 
speaks to me everywhere!  Those words are based squarely on the clear teaching of… 
 
The Universe is God’s Sermon. When I was in High School, I wanted to be an astronomer. So I 
did what many young astronomers do—I sent for a catalog from Edmund Scientifics and 
ordered the parts to build a telescope. I built a 4 ¼ Newtonian reflector with a finder scope. I 
spent hours out in the yard under the majestic dome of the night sky. I’ll never forget the first 
time I saw the rings of Saturn for myself. I had seen pictures of the 6th planet from the sun 
many times—glossy photos in “Sky and Telescope” magazines taken by the big telescopes on 
Mt. Palomar and Griffith Park in California. My little telescope was nothing compared to those. 
But let me tell you, nothing compares to seeing it with your own eyes. I figured out from the 
star charts where the planets could be found on a dark night in early spring. I swung the 
telescope to where I thought Saturn should be and scanned the area with the low power, wide-
field finder scope. One star in my field of vision defined itself into a fuzzy blur, distinct from the 
twinking points of light that could only be stars. I centered this fuzzy blur in the crosshairs of my 
finder scope, and with my heart beating faster, moved to the eyepiece of the telescope 
itself…WOW, there it was! Right there in the eyepiece the fuzzy blur resolved into the ringed 
planet. Tears welled up in my eyes! It was far more beautiful than the glossy prints in all the 
books and magazines could ever be. I was looking directly at Saturn with my own eyes. I found 
it. I saw it. It was really there. It was a religious experience! The heavens are telling the glory of 
God; and the firmament proclaims his handiwork. In the years following, I left the study of the 
heavens, and studied instead that God whose glory they declared. I knew in my bones that The 
Universe is God’s Sermon: without speech, words or voice…yet everyone hears! 
 
For ten years Marti and I and our kids lived a mile from the second largest of the Great Lakes, 
Lake Michigan. When storms would begin to brew over the Big Lake as we called it, we’d pile 
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into the car and head down to the beach to watch the pounding surf crash over the Pier. Every 
summer ignorant or foolish people would be swept off the pier and drowned in the angry 
waves. The wild, raw, unyielding roar of the waves was an awesome sight. We understood the 
hymn written by William Cooper: God plants his footsteps in the sea and rides upon the storm… 
And we understood Romans 1, that ever since the creation of the world the invisible things of 
God, his POWER and divinity are clearly seen in the creation. When I saw the crashing surf, it 

was clear to me that ♫ “Our God IS an awesome God!” The Universe is God’s Sermon. 
 
Since moving to Seattle almost 6 years ago, we’ve been blessed by the beauty of sunsets over 
the Olympic Moutains from our kitchen window and deck. It always calls us to pause, to gaze 
and to be grateful. God’s paintings are a source of joy! The Universe is God’s sermon! 
 
The American Poet, Emily Dickinson put it this way: 

Some keep the Sabbath going to Church, I keep it, staying at Home 
With a Bobolink for a Chorister, And an Orchard, for a Dome 
Some keep the Sabbath in Surplice, I just wear my Wings 
And instead of tolling the Bell, for Church, Our little Sexton sings. 
God preaches, a noted Clergyman   And the sermon is never long, 
So instead of getting to Heaven, at last, I'm going, all along. 

Collected Poems of Emily Dickinson, Book III Nature, VI 
 
Where do you hear God’s sermon? What in the natural world fills you with a sense of AWE or 
WONDER or PEACE? [congregation shares] 
 
The BIG Theological idea in what we’re talking about this morning is called “general revelation 
or natural revelation”—the universe truly reveals who God is throughout the natural world. 
But, if that’s true, why doesn’t everyone see and believe? 
 
The answer is, we need help! We need “glasses.” In his Institutes of the Christian Religion, John 
Calvin spends 20 pages talking about how God reveals himself in creation. And then he says we 
need to help us see God. He calls the Bible our spectacles/eye glasses to see God. The universe 
is “general” because it reveals God to all of humanity. The Bible, Holy Scripture, is “special” 
because it reveals God in much more detail only to those who hear it or read it. It is more 
focused and more limited that “natural revelation,” but it is a necessary if we seek to truly 
know God and enjoy a relationship with God! 
 
Psalm 19 keeps both of these revelations of God together. Verses 1-6 describe “general 
revelation.” Verses 7-14 describe God’s “special revelation” in the Word of God, the Bible…  
Reread verses 7-8  As we contemplate natural revelation with the help of Special revelation 
(the Bible) our soul is revived, the simple become wise, our hearts rejoice and our eyes are 
enlightened! Through the word of God. In Romans 1, Paul says that in the creation God has 
revealed enough about who God is to leave humankind without excuse. But he quickly goes on 
to explain that we all need help. We all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God. And we 
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need God’s revelation in the Bible to point us to Christ who alone can fully reveal the glory of 
God and restore our relationship to the Creator.   
 
 
SO WHAT? 
1. READ THE BIBLE. “Special Rev” Look at creation through the lens of SCR. The Universe is 
God’s Sermon. But this sermon doesn’t explain how to live in the fullness of God’s love. The 
Universe doesn’t give us the way of salvation. Creation reveals the One True God of the 
Universe, but not how to receive God’s grace. Only God’s Word, the Bible, tells us about Jesus. 
It prompts us to SEEK the Creator and WORSHIP the Creator. The Universe is God’s Sermon: 
without speech, words or voice…yet everyone hears! And, with the “spectacles of Scripture” 
we are able to truly see and understand that the Creator loves us and can restore our 
relationship with God, with each other, and with the creation itself.   
 
2. STUDY science and mathematics—my dad, Wayne Tanis, was an electrician who never went 
to college. But he read everything he could about what was happening in the world of science. 
My sisters and I think that if he’d had a chance to go to college, he would have been a scientist! 
 
The more we know of science the closer we get to the divine.  
Just one example is the Fibonaci number sequence  1, 1, 2, 3, 5, 8, 13, 21, 34…often called the 
Golden Mean—the mathematical pattern built into God’s amazing creation!  Another example 
is to ponder the vastness of the universe from the galaxies to the inner workings of the atom.  
Nothing beats a firsthand look through a telescope or microscope. But if you don’t have access 
to those, check out the video clips in the Additional Resources in the bulletin: Charles Eames 
“Powers of 10” and “Cosmic Voyage,” narrated by Morgan Freeman.  When you study science 
you will see how wonderful—how full of wonder God is!  When you do, you will… 
 

3. PRAISE GOD. The universe calls us to join our praise to the praise of all creation. ♫ Great is 
thy faithfulness…verse 2  Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, Sun, moon and stars 
in their courses above, join with ALL NATURE in manifold witness to thy great faithfulness, 
mercy and love. Once you come to KNOW God in Christ, then the creation reflects what we’ve 
learned about God: God’s faithfulness, mercy and love. And praise wells up and is given words 
in prayer, or poetry…like the poem Pied Beauty by Gerard Manley Hopkins, written as a 
meditation in your order of worship: 
 
Pied Beauty  
Glory be to God for dappled things—  
For skies of couple-colour as a brinded cow;  
For rose-moles all in stipple upon trout that swim;  
Fresh-firecoal chestnut-falls; finches’ wings;  
Landscape plotted and pieced—fold, fallow, and plough;  
And áll trádes, their gear and tackle and trim.  
All things counter, original, spare, strange;  
Whatever is fickle, freckled (who knows how?)  
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With swift, slow; sweet, sour; adazzle, dim;  
He fathers-forth whose beauty is past change: Praise Him. 

— Gerard Manley Hopkins—English poet and Jesuit priest 
 
Or, another poem by e.e. cummings, a favorite of Marti and me that we often quote over the 
years:  
 
i thank You God for most this amazing day 
i thank You God for most this amazing day: for the leaping greenly spirits of trees 
and a blue true dream of sky; and for everything which is natural which is infinite which is yes 

(i who have died am alive again today, and this is the sun’s birthday; this is the birth 
day of life and love and wings; and of the gay great happening illimitably earth) 

how should tasting touching hearing seeing 
breathing any—lifted from the no 
of all nothing—human merely being 
doubt unimaginable You? 

(now the ears of my ears awake and 
now the eyes of my eyes are opened) 

—e.e. cummings, XAIPE (1950), poem 65 
 
The last response to God’s sermon is to… 
 
4. Enjoy it! Dallas Willard says that we keep a few fish in an aquarium; God keeps oceans full of 
fish for God’s enjoyment! If God enjoys the creation, so should we! Go fishing. Hiking. 
Gardening. Camping. Go for a walk in Lincoln Park or Alki or the gardens at South Seattle 
College! Or bundle up and sit on your porch or your deck under the night sky. And, if you can 
get access to a little telescope, take a look at Saturn! The heavens are telling the glory of God, 
and the sky proclaims the work of his hand.   The Universe is God’s Sermon, without speech, 
words or voice…yet everyone hears!  Are you listening? 
 


