
I-Spy birds in Braughing 
 
We are fortunate in Braughing in that with a rare chalk stream we have an abundance of wildlife. 
Most obviously we have a wide range of birds. We have listed 58 of the most common, some of 
village. We have added a score for each bird based on its rarity and you may like to note where and 
when you spotted each one. A few are either winter or summer visitors There are some birds that 
we see very occasionally that we have omitted – like the peregrine and birds you may hear but rarely 
see like owls and the cuckoo. Enjoy your walks. 

 
   
 

GREAT TIT The largest of our tits, identified by 

the long black stripe down its front. Readily come to 

gardens                                                      Score 1 

BLUE TIT noisy, colourful and distinctly blue, these 

little birds are everywhere at this time of year  !      

           Score 1                                                                     

LONG-TAILED TIT pink with a long tail they usually 

occur in small flocks chattering noisily. They come to 

gardens or look along Pentlows Hill       Score 3                                                                     

COAL TIT smallest of our tits, paler than the Blue 

tit with a white patch on the back of its head. Visits 

gardens but doesn’t stay long!               Score 4                                                                    

LITTLE EGRET around 10 years ago these birds 

returned to the UK to breed. There is often one by the 

main ford. Look at his yellow feet!       Score 7                                                                    

KINGFISHER watch quietly along the river and you 

may see a flash of turquoise ! If you are very lucky you 

may see it catch a fish                                  Score 9                                                                     



        
 
        
 

GREY HERON one of our largest birds, they stand motionless by water (including garden ponds)) waiting to 

catch fish, frogs and even ducklings! In winter they stray onto the muddy fields looking for insects and small 

animals.                                                                                                                                     Score 4                                                                     

BLACKBIRD A common garden bird with a lovely 

song, the male is black with a yellow beak, the 
female is brown with a speckled chest                                                          

Score 2                                                                    

THRUSH (Song or Mistle) – The Song Thrush is 

found singing his heart out from the top of a tree! He 
uses stones to smash snail shells. The Mistle (or 
Stormcock) is larger & slimmer & often sings in the 

rain!                                                             Score 3                                                                  

FIELDFARE – our largest thrush, they visit in large 

numbers in the winter. Noisy and often in large flocks 
they feed on berries and insects and will be heading 

off North soon!                                        Score 5                                                                  

REDWING – Often found with Fieldfares, these 

smaller thrushes have a white eye stripe & red 
underwing. They love berries and they too will be 
leaving soon for their breeding grounds in 

Scandinavia                                                 Score 5                                                                  



 

     
 
  

ROBIN – Britain’s favourite bird, everyone loves a Robin! Both male & female have red breasts. Males become 

very territorial in spring and will attack anything red on their territory so be careful what you leave in the garden. 

Some Robins are so tame they will feed from your hand!                                                                          Score 1                                                                  

WOODPIGEON – a large pigeon found in huge 

flocks on farmland but also in gardens. They breed 
all year round, even in mid winter!  The male has an 
elaborate courtship dance when trying to attract a 

female                                                   Score 1 

COLLARED DOVE – smaller and more delicate 

than the Woodpigeon, these birds are common 
garden visitors yet they were unheard of 100 years 

ago. They wheeze in flight!         Score 2 

HERRING GULL – a large aggressive gull with a 

grey back and yellow beak. Noisy flocks will often 
follow a ploughing tractor in search of food.                        

Score 2 

BLACK-HEADED GULL – a smaller gull with a 

prominent black head in Spring and summer (which it 

loses in winter).                                          Score 2 



     
 

 
 

CARRION CROW – a large black clever bird with 

a dark beak. They nest at the top of trees (hence 
corw’s nest”) There is a saying that a group of crows 
are probably Rooks while a single Rook is a crow.   

                Score 1 

ROOK – Another large black bird but with a long 

grey beak and feather “trousers”. Much more 
sociable than crows, they nest together on large 

noisy Rookeries                             Score 1 

JACKDAW – Smaller than a crow with a greyish 

head. They often lurk on chimney pots and have a 
reputation for stealing shiny objects – even jewellery! 

                Score 1 

RAVEN – Once confined to cliffs and mountains, 

Ravens have spread to herts. They are Buzzard-sized 
black birds with wedge-shaped tails but the giveaway 

is the “cronk” sound they make in flight   Score 6 

JAY – the most colourful of our Corvids, Jays will often 

cackle down at you from a tree. They have a distinctive 

white rump when flying away  Score 5 

MAGPIE – one of our cleverest birds and close up 

extremely pretty with blues and greens in its 
plumage. The old rhyme says “1 for sorrow, 2 for 

joy!)                                       Score 1 



 
   

CHAFFINCH – the male has a beautiful pink chest, 

the female’s is a buff colour. Common in hedgerows 

and gardens                                      Score 3 

BULLFINCH – a large but shy finch. The usual view 

is of its white rump flying away from you. The male has 
a deep pink chest, the female is much paler. Look in 
the hedgerow along Pentlows Hill or at the top of the 

Bone                                                           Score 6 

GOLDFINCH – exotic looking birds. Most of the 

year they fly in small flocks feeding on thistledown and 

teasle. Listen for their tinkling bubbly calls   Score 3 

GREENFINCH – an olive-green heavy set finch. 

They will wheeze and sneer at each other. Nationally 
quite rare (because of a disease) but we have good 

numbers especially along Green Lane.   Score 5                         

DUNNOCK – once called a Hedge Sparrow these 

brown birds with grey heads are fine singers. In spring 

one is singing from just about every bush      Score 3 

HOUSE SPARROW – once common but now 

threatened they live in small colonies. The male has a 
smart grey cap and black bib, the female is duller. Look 
along Green Lane or at the top of the playing fields 

      Score 2 



    

 
   

WREN – one of our smallest birds but it has a very 

loud song! Found in gardens and hedgerows they are 

small brown birds with an upright tail          Score 3 

SKYLARK– look high in the sky over our fields and 

you will hear a rapid song and maybe see a tiny dot in 
the sky rising ever higher! The Skylark. There are good 

numbers in this area                                       Score 4 

PIED WAGTAIL – chirpy black and white birds, 

usually in pairs. Look on rooftops or around the main 
ford. They have a characteristic “Chiswick” call. 

     Score 3 

GREY WAGTAIL – not really grey but yellow as 

well! It has a very long tail which constantly bobs. 
Nearly always found by water – look along the edge of 

the river by the fords   Score 5 

YELLOW WAGTAIL – a slim bright yellow bird with 

a long tail, this is a summer visitor which favours 
beanfields. They also like fields of cows, feeding on 
insects disturbed by their feet   

            Score 7 

YELLOWHAMMER – dumpier than the wagtail 

with a bright yellow head and forked tail, these birds 
are resident all year. They are 1 of 3 bunting species 
found here. They sit on wires and hedge tops singing 
“a-little-bit-of-bread-and-no-cheeeeese”           

                  Score 5 



 

 

MALLARD – you can’t miss these ducks down by 

the ford! Did you know it is only the female who 
“quacks!” When will we see the first ducklings? 

                               Score 1 

MOORHEN – Look along the water’s edge or even 

in ditches! Moorhens have the cutest chicks. There is 

often a nest near the main ford.                      Score 1 

GREEN WOODPECKER – our largest 

woodpecker, often seen on lawns. It’s distinctive call – 
a descending Ki-ki-ki-ki lets you know it’s about        

                                           Score 5 

GREAT SPOTTED WOODPECKER – listen 

for the drumming as these males try and attract a 
mate! They are thrush sized birds. There is often one 
in the trees around Camelot opposite the church 

                                 Score 6 

REED BUNTING – The bird which gave 

Buntingford its name! They aren’t confined to reeds but 
are common on scrubland like the Hay Lane/Hull Lane 
footpath. The smart males with their “cleric’s collars” 
will follow you from bush to bush, singing their simple 

song.                                                  Score 6 

CORN BUNTING – The 3rd,of our Buntings and the 

largest, dumpiest and rarest. They are nationally 
threatened. Look for them in the cereal fields towards 
Cockhampstead. Males perch on stalks or bushes and 
sing their song which sounds like jangling keys.      

                               Score 8 
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SWALLOW – A real sign of summer once these 

birds arrive from Africa. They can be identified by their 
long tail streamers. They will sit on wires and “chatter” 

when you can see their red throats          Score 2                                      

HOUSE MARTIN – Another summer arrival. They 

used to nest under the eaves all along the Street but 
sadly there are hardly any nests now. In flight look for 
the flat tail & white rump. They visit the ford to collect 

mud for their nests   Score 3 

SWIFT – summer visitors, dark and sickle shaped, 

these birds spend all their lives in the air apart from 
when they land to breed. Look for them in the sky 

above the Square                                   Score 5                                      

PHEASANT – large exotic birds bred for the local 

shoots but many survive to breed. Our native 

Pheasants don’t have the white neck ring.   Score 2                                      

RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE – Another game 

bird, also called a French Partridge. Look for them in 
small groups in the fields. They prefer to run and only 

fly as a last resort                                     Score 5                                      

GREY PARTRIDGE – Also called an English 

Partridge. Much less common than the red legged, 
they shouldn’t be shot at but sadly some are. Again 

look for them on the field margins             Score 9                                     



 

COMMON BUZZARD – Once confined to the uplands, these are now common across our fields. The 

colour variation is huge from almost black to almost white and everything in between. Watch them soaring on 

thermals as they mew to each other over the countryside      Score 2                                    

RED KITE – It’s hard to believe that in the 1980’s these birds were almost extinct in the UK. A successful 

reintroduction programme in the 90’s means these fabulous fliers are now a common sight in our skies. 
Despite their size, they are pretty harmless, feeding mainly on worms and beetles or carrion (where they rely 
on other birds to open the carcass for them). They were once common in cities, feeding on our rubbish and 
were regarded as vermin with a price on their heads!  Look for the forked tail, chestnut colouring and white 

patches on the wings          Score 2                                    



   

KESTREL – also known as the motorway hawk it is 

well known for its ability to hover – the bird in the UK to 
do this. Look for them sitting on pylons or phone wires 
or flying over Hay Lane/Hull Lane. And of course along 

the banks of the A10!                 Score 5                                   

SPARROWHAWK – Once threatened because of 

pesticides, numbers are far healthier. It is more common 
to find a piles of feathers than the bird as they lurk on the 
edge of gardens waiting to pounce! The female is grey 
much larger, the male has a pinkish breast. The long thin 

square tail is a good identifier         Score 6                                   

BLACKCAP – mainly a summer visitor but a small 

number remain here in the winter. The male has a black 
cap, the female a brown one. Blackcaps have a lovely 
song and are known as the Northern Nightingale. Listen 

for them in the hedgerows.                      Score 4
                                                       

LINNET – once kept in cages for their mournful song, 

over the winter they gather in large flocks (look at the 
top of the Bone). In spring they pair off to breed. The 
Hay Lane/Hull Lane footpath is a good place to find 

them                                                          Score 5
                                                       

CHIFFCHAFF – The onomatopoeic song of the 

Chiffchaff means Spring! Another bird which is also found 
here in winter but the Summer population is probably a 
different one. Once they arrive in large numbers their 

song resounds from every treetop!                     Score 4
                                                       

STARLING – Another bird whose numbers have 

plummeted. They are common on rooftops and are 
renowned mimics of any sound they hear! The adults 
have a gorgeous iridescent plumage while the youngsters 

are brown                                                     Score 2 

                                                      



 
 
 
 
    
 
 
 
 
   

 
 
 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GOLDCREST – Britain’s smallest bird, it can 

spend its entire life in a single tree! They prefer 
conifers and flit about in the branches. Have a look in 

the churchyard.                                       Score 6
                                                       

NUTHATCH – A pretty little woodland bird in blue 

and apricot! They which readily come to bird feeders. 
They tend to come down trees head first or hang 

under branches.    Score 5
                                                       

TREECREEPER – Also called a Tree mouse it 

always goes UP the tree from the bottom, usually 
circling around the trunk and always on the other 
side! Look for them in any of our woodlands – 

although common they are tricky to spot!  Score 7
                                                       

WHEATEAR – These pretty birds stop off in 

Braughing in the Spring on their way north to breed. 
Look for them along the footpaths leading up to 

Cockhamstead or Hay Lane/Hull Lane    Score 9
                                                       

WHITETHROAT – A summer visitor, the male 

has a bright white moustache which he puffs out 
when he sings from the top of a bush. He will fly up. 
Catch a fly then return to the same perch. Lots of 

these along Hay Lane/Hull Lane path        Score 7  

And finally one for fun! A rather over indulgent Blue 
tit!                                                      



Birds of Braughing checklist 
 

What Where When Score 

Blackbird   2 

Black-headed gull   2 

Blackcap   4 

Blue tit   1 

Bullfinch   6 

Buzzard   2 

Chiffchaff   4 

Carrion crow   1 

Chaffinch   3 

Coal tit   4 

Collared dove   2 

Corn bunting   8 

Dunnock   3 

Fieldfare   5 

Goldcrest   6 

Goldfinch   3 

Great spotted woodpecker   6 

Great tit   1 

Greenfinch   5 

Green woodpecker   5 

Grey heron   4 

Grey partridge   9 

Grey wagtail   5 

Herring gull   2 

House martin   3 

House sparrow   2 

Jackdaw   1 

Jay   5 

Kestrel   5 

Kingfisher   9 

Little egret   7 

Linnet   5 

Meadow pipit   8 

Long-tailed tit   3 

Magpie   1 

Mallard   1 

Moorhen   1 

Nuthatch   5 

Pheasant   2 

Pied wagtail   3 

Raven   6 

Red kite   2 

Red-legged partridge   5 

Redwing   5 

Reed bunting   6 

Robin   1 

Rook   1 

Skylark   4 

Sparrowhawk   6 

Starling   2 



Swallow   2 

Swift   5 

Thrush   3 

Treecreeper   7 

Wheatear   9 

Whitethroat   7 

Wood pigeon   1 

Wren   3 

Yellow wagtail   7 

Yellowhammer   5 

 
 
 
If you are not sure about a bird you have spotted there are several websites that might help. Try: 
 
https://www.birdspot.co.uk/bird-identification this has photographs of birds 
 
https://www.rspb.org.uk/birds-and-wildlife/wildlife-guides/bird-a-z/ this site uses drawings of birds, 
mainly on the ground 
 
For birds in Hertfordshire, including rare sightings look at: 
 
https://www.hnhs.org/herts-bird-club/home 
 
If you see any unusual birds or have photos to share do please report to the village Facebook page: 
 
https://www.facebook.com/spottedbraughing/ 
 
Enjoy your walks! 
 
 
Paula Moore and Vic Flintham 
Braughing 
March 2021 
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