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Christmas Wonder! 
Luke 2:1-20   

 
Many of you have seen the wonderful film that came out before Christmas 20 years ago called 
A Christmas Story. The plot revolves around a 9-yr old boy, Ralphie, who wants a Daisy Red 
Ryder BB gun for Christmas. In the opening scene, Ralphie has his face pressed up against the 
glass of the toy store, gazing with WONDER at the object of his desire, a brand new Daisy Red 
Ryder BB gun. 
 
Ralphie begs and begs his parents to get him the Daisy Red Ryder for Christmas, but they 
dismiss him with their typical parental worry, “You’ll shoot your eye out!” But on Christmas 
morning, after all the gifts have been unwrapped, there’s one more gift hiding behind the tree. 
Wonder of wonders, when Ralphie tears the wrapping paper off, there it is—the amazing Daisy 
Red Ryder he had seen in the toy store window!!! He is ecstatic—the happiest kid in the whole 
world…until ALAS, a shot at an imaginary villain ricochets off the house and hits him in the eye! 
 
Christmas is a season that fills all of us with a sense of wonder. Like Ralphie, we have our faces 
pressed up against the store window—or more likely the screen—of  our computer or tablet or 
cell phone wondering if there’s a chance we’ll get what we see in that window. That X-Box or 
PS4 or Switch. That LEGO set or jewelry or drone or guitar that we KNOW will make us the 
happiest kid in the whole world.  And those of us who are parents and grandparents enjoy 
basking in the wonder of our kids getting what they’ve always wanted for Christmas—even if 
they only started wanting it a few weeks ago! 
 
Isn’t Christmas wonderful?!? I mean, doesn’t this season fill all of us with wonder? Kids and 
adults—all of us, like Ralphie, stand with our faces pressed up to the window gazing at what we 
really desire most. If we look long enough and hard enough…if we look deeply into the window 
of our deepest desires, we will see that what we want MOST… what we need most… is JESUS! 
 
I think that’s what makes the Christmas story so compelling. So exciting. So wonderful.  What 
the Bible tells us about Jesus matches what we see in the window of our heart! 
 
The deep desire of our heart is for LOVE and RELATIONSHIP.  We want to know that someone 
loves us and is here for us.   
 
I think that’s what drives parents and grandparents to do everything that we can to give our 
kids and grandkids what they really want. We want them to know that we love them and are 



here for them. That’s what makes Ralphie’s parents buy him a Daisy Red Ryder BB gun, even 
though they’re afraid he might “shoot his eye out!” That’s why West Side participated again in 
the Angel Tree program and bought Christmas presents for kids and teens who have a mom or 
dad in prison. Their parent in prison wanted their kid to know they love them and are there for 
them even though they can’t go shopping. So they let us know what they wanted their kid/teen 
to get for Christmas—and we went and bought gifts on their behalf. Kids need to know we’re 
loved, and someone is there for us! (Thank-you Lisa West and your Angel Tree Team). 
 
The message of Christmas—the simple message of Jesus’ birth—is that God loves YOU and is 
here for YOU! 
 

The Gospel of John tells the Christmas story this way: God became flesh and dwelt 
among us!   
 
The Gospel of Matthew tells us that Mary would have a son and call him Emmanuel, God 
with us. 
 
The Gospel of Luke simply says Mary gave birth to her firstborn son… and the angels 
said, Today, a savior has been born TO YOU, he is Christ the Lord…and you will find him!  
GOD LOVES YOU and IS HERE FOR YOU! 

 
That’s good news for Kids and Teens and Adults. For young people and old people.  
 
When you receive the gift of Jesus, you are immersed in God’s love. You know that you are 
loved and accepted just as you are! Jesus is here for you! In fact, Jesus comes and lives inside of 
you by his Holy Spirit. God is as close as your breath, as close as your heart-beat, as close as 
your thoughts—always reminding you that God loves you and is here for you! Isn’t that 
wonderful! 
 
Our goal here at West Side is to teach and model and demonstrate that God loves you and is 
here for you. We do that in our kids programs and in our youth programs. In our worship and in 
our ministries here in West Seattle! So I hope you’ll all come back often in the year ahead! 
 
To be a Christian means that we get what we really, really want. We get Jesus! He’s the best gift 
of all. That’s why we celebrate by giving gifts to people we love.  
 
I hope you get what you want for Christmas. But most of all, I hope you get Jesus! And the good 
news is, Jesus won’t break or fall out of fashion. And he won’t shoot your eye out!  Merry 
Christmas! 
 


