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2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 9:6-15 

 

I. Introduction 
Living a powerful life means finding the power to make a _______________ in the lives of others. It means 

to discover what it means to sow seeds that transform the lives of people. 

 

A. Three kinds of people 

 

1. Those who live to survive (survivors) 

 

2. Those who live to ______________ (succeeders) 

 

3. Those who live for significance (_____________) 

 

B. I believe everyone hungers for significance. “We were made to find meaning.” 

 

C. As Christians we have a unique opportunity for meaningfulness because the seed we get to sow has 

the power to transform lives for ________________. 

 

 “I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God unto salvation to everyone who 

believes.” (Rom. 1:16) 

 “Those who go out weeping, carrying seed to sow, will return with songs of joy, carrying 

sheaves with them.” (Ps. 126:6) 

 

II. The key to a life of significance is becoming an intentional _____________, being a person who 

doesn’t just give as they live, but lives to give.  
 

Significance is not something you feel when you get something, it’s something you have and feel when you 

give something. 

 

“We make a living by what we earn; we make a life by what we give.” 

 

Thesis: If you will choose today and everyday to give whatever good you can, to whatever person you can, 

in every place you can, whenever you can, with all of the love you can, with everyone you can, in any way 

that you can, God will use your life powerfully to transform lives beyond what you could ever imagine that 

______  ________! 

 

Things God promises to do for believers who live to give 

 

A. Bring glory to His name 

 

“Others will praise God for the obedience that accompanies your confession of the gospel.”             

(2 Cor. 9:13) 

 

B.  Transform lives 

 

 “At the same time your plenty will supply what they need…” (8:14) 

 “A seed in our hand becomes a harvest in God’s hand.” –Wayne Myers 

 



C. Change and empower us to live a life of _____________________ and abundance. 

 

 “And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything you 

need and plenty left over to share with others… For God is the one who provides seed for the 

sower (farmer) and then bread to eat. In the same way, he will provide and increase your 

resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in you.” (9:8, 10, 12) 

 “Giving is not God’s way of raising funds it’s God’s way of raising sons.”  

 

III. Steps to becoming a person of significance-powerful difference maker 

 

A. ________________ you can and will make a difference when you give. 

“People who change the world are people crazy enough to believe they can.” –Steve Jobs 

 

B. Start where you are ________________. Love is turning your intentions into actions now! 

 

 “Small things done with great love will change the world.” –Mother Teresa 

 “Real power doesn’t come from trying to save the world, but realizing we must merely make a 

difference in the place we are.” –Maxwell 

 “Dear children, let us not love with words or speech but with actions and in truth.”                 

(I Jn. 3:18) 

 

C. Focus on your seeds not your ______________. Intentional givers give what God wants them to 

give first. They don’t get to give; they give to get to give.  

 

They give first fruits not __________- overs. They understand sowing seeds is God’s way of 

meeting needs! 

 

“If you sow sparingly you shall reap sparingly, if you sow generously you shall reap generously.  

(2 Cor. 9:6) 

 

D. They think of others before they think of ______________________. 

 

 “Who would you rather be: the one who eats the dinner or the one who serves the dinner? 

You’d rather eat and be served right? But I’ve taken my place among you as the one who 

serves.” (Luke 22:27-28 MSG) 

 “So the first shall be last and the last shall be first.” (Mat. 20:16) 

 

The way to come in first is to let everyone else go ahead of you. 

 

The more you think of yourself first (entitlement mentality) the more you are a victim. The more 

you think of others first the more you are a ______________. To the degree we think of others first 

our lives will achieve significance, to the degree we think of ourselves first we will only know 

insignificance. 

 

E. Not only have a willingness to give but ask for God to give you the _____________on how to give.  

 

Significant givers don’t give because people want them to but because God leads them to. Without 

wisdom we can lose our joy in giving and _____________ others instead of really help others. 

 

“He showers His kindness on us, along with wisdom and understanding.” (Eph. 1:8) 

 

(Answers: I. difference, succeed, sowers, eternity II. Giver, He can, sufficiency, III. Believe, today, needs, left, 

themselves, victor, wisdom, hurt) 


