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Ephesians 3:14-4:1 (NIV) 

“As a prisoner for the Lord, then, I urge you to live a life worthy of the calling you have received.” (Eph. 4:1) 

 

I. Introduction 

A. God has planned that each of us would live with not just a career but a ______________, not just a 

position in life but a divine purpose for what we do in every part of our lives. (heavenly vision) 

“I knew you before I formed you in your mother’s womb. Before you were born I set you apart and 

appointed you as My prophet to the nations.” (Jer. 1:5) 

 

B. Understanding and fulfilling God’s calling is so important because: 

 

1. It is the key to making the rest of your life the _____________ of your life. 

“And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of those who love 

God and are called according to His purpose for them.” (Rom. 8:28 NLT) 

 

2. When you find your purpose you find your passion. 

 

3. If we don’t live a “called life” we will live a “_______________ life.” 

“Don’t worry about such things. These things dominate the thoughts of unbelievers all 

over the world, but your Father already knows your needs. Seek the Kingdom of God 

above all else, and He will give you everything you need.” (Luke 12:30-31) 

 

4. It is the thing that we will give an __________________ for on judgment day. 

“So then, each of us will give an account of ourselves to God.” (Rom. 14:12) 

 

II. A first step in understanding and fulfilling your calling is to expand your vision of what you ask, 

expect, and imagine God to do in and through your life.  
 

The potential of our lives is not determined by the size of our talents but the size of our _______________. 

 

A. Before we can grasp the specifics of our calling, we need to grasp the greatness of the Source of 

our calling. Our potential is determined not by what we’re working for but Who we’re working 

from. 

 

Thesis: People who fulfill their calling let the size of their _________determine the size of their 

goals! 

 

B. In Ephesians 3:14-20 there are three things Paul teaches us that we need to know to fulfill our 

calling: 

 

1. How much we are ________________ by God. 

 

2. How much we can ask and expect to be filled by God. 

 

3. How much bigger God’s dream is for our lives than our dream is. 

 

C. The dimensions of our calling and potential are not limited by __________but our ability to ask, 

think, and imagine what He wants to do through our lives. 



 “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to 

his power that is at work within us.” (Eph. 3:20) 

 “He did not do many miracles there because of their unbelief.” (Mat. 13:58) 

 

III. How we expand our vision to accommodate the great call God has for our lives 

 

A. We have to let God unleash our calling by removing the false measuring sticks we’ve accepted for 

our lives. These include: 

 

1. The ______________ and small thinking that others have put on us. 

“Isn’t this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers 

James, Joseph, Simon, and Judas. (Mat. 13:55) 

 

2. Our tendency to ________________ ourselves with others. When we compare ourselves 

we tend to disqualify ourselves. “When they measure themselves by themselves and 

compare themselves to themselves, they show how foolish they are.” (2 Cor. 10:12) 

 

3. Measuring ourselves based on our ____________, our flaws, and our failures. 

 

 “He does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For 

as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear 

Him.” (Ps. 103:10-11) 

 “For God’s gifts and his call are irrevocable.” (Rom. 11:29) 

 “But God chose the foolish things of the world to shame the wise, God chose the weak 

things of the world to shame the wise.” (I Cor. 1:27) 

 

4. Measuring our calling based on something we are doing rather than as something we are 

_________________. If we’re not moving beyond our comfort zone we are not living in 

the full potential of our calling. 

 

5. Measuring our calling as something we do with part of our life rather than something we 

do with all of our life. (sacred/secular) Our calling is not based primarily on what we do 

but “__________” we do it, and who we do it for.  

 

 “Until we see all that we do as sacred, we won’t see God use all we do in a way that is 

significant.” –Gerald Brooks 

 “So here’s what I want you to do, God helping you: Take your everyday, ordinary life-

your sleeping, eating, going-to-work, and walking-around life-and place it before God 

as an offering. Embracing what God does for you is the best thing you can do for 

him.” (Rom. 12:1-2 MSG) 

 

B. We expand the vision of our calling by spending time in “God’s ____________ _________” 

asking Him to show us the greater things He wants us to think, ask, dream, and imagine for His 

glory. 

 

 “Faith doesn’t come from our imagination; it does come through our imagination.” –Rick 

Warren 

 “What no eye has seen, what no ear has heard, and what no human mind has conceived”-the 

things God has prepared for those who love him-these are the things God has revealed to us by 

His Spirit… What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from 

God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us.” (I Cor. 2:9-10, 12) 

 

(Answers: I. calling, best, driven, account II. vision, God, loved, God III. labels, compare, past, becoming, why, 

dream room) 


