
S I L V E R T O N ,  C O L O R A D O

2020  COLORADO  WILDFLOWERS

AND  WATERFALLS

PHOTOGRAPHY  WORKSHOP
@  R E D  M O U N T A I N  A L P I N E  L O D G E



Verdant valleys, basins full of wildflowers, endless rugged peaks, and stunning hidden waterfalls

make the San Juan mountains of Colorado a photographer's paradise. This area has the state's

highest concentration of 14ers and numerous pristine glacial blue lakes. The monsoonal summer

rains create a landscape mix that resembles the Scottish Highlands and the Canadian Rockies.

The towering alpine peaks are covered in lush grass over a sea of forest and rocks, creating

magical scenes. Join Exploring Exposure and Mountain Wild Tours on an exclusive photography

retreat at Red Mountain Alpine Lodge. We'll spend five days in the heart of the San Juans on Red

Mountain Pass photographing our favorite locations and learning post-processing techniques. The

private lodge includes meals prepared by a personal chef, space for resting and relaxing between

shooting, and quick access to some of the best photography spots. We'll visit locations all around

Silverton, Ouray, and Telluride. We will off-road on the scenic 4WD Alpine Loop, Ouray's famed

Yankee Boy Basin, explore hidden waterfalls and lesser-known basins. Each instructor brings a

different focus and instruction on photography techniques. David offers guidance on diverse

perspectives and clean light, Jennifer teaches her passion for abstracts, smaller scenes, and

patterns; and Jason teaches the pursuit of grand scenics and video art.



ITINERARY
Our schedule will remain flexible to accommodate changing weather conditions and to chase

the best light when the opportunity arises, but the start and end times will stay the same.

 

Sunday, July 26th - If you are flying we recommend flying to the Durango airport on the 26th.

This gives you time to acclimate to the high elevation, and ensures you will not miss the

shuttle on the 27th due to delays.

Monday, July 27th - The shuttle picks up at the General Palmer Hotel in Durango at 12:15 pm.

If you are driving you will meet us at the Red Mountain Alpine Lodge at 2:00 pm. We will

have a meet and greet, a presentation on composition and creative thinking. We will then

have a group dinner at the Lodge courtesy of our personal chef.

Tuesday, July 28th - We will rise early to drive to Clear Lake, a dramatic alpine lake

surrounded by wildflowers and towering peaks that will leave you in awe. We will then visit

Porphyry Basin which is overflowing with flowers and a waterfall as the backdrop We will

return to the Lodge for brunch provided by the chef and have time for a nap. In the afternoon

we will pack our dinner from the chef and make the long drive to American Basin, one of the

most stunning locations in Colorado. 

Wednesday, July 29th - We will again rise early to photograph sunrise from Yankee Boy Basin,

then we will go to Governor Basin, both extremely dramatic basins full of wildflowers. We will

return to the lodge for brunch and a nap again. In the afternoon we will visit Velocity Basin,

return for an early dinner, and then go out for sunset at Stony Pass. 

Thursday, July 30th - We will rise early for our final sunrise shoot at Velocity Basin, we will

return to the Lodge for brunch and a nap. Late morning we will begin our lessons in

Lightroom into the afternoon. We will take a break and then have dinner at the Lodge. After

dinner we will have image critiques and a have a fun, relaxing night with drinks around the

campfire on the deck.

Friday, July 31st - We will delve into Photoshop first thing in the morning and will conclude

the workshop at noon, at which time you are free to further explore the area on your own or

take the shuttle back to Durango.



LODGING
Lodging is included at the Red Mountain Alpine

Lodge which is 20 minutes North of Silverton, CO. We

have rented the entire lodge, so it will just be our group

sharing the lodge.

 

The Red Mountain Alpine Lodge is a brand new,

premium off-grid timber frame backcountry lodge with

amenities galore. The lodge features three private rooms

and a large shared loft with privacy walls. Right when

you walk in through the large entryway door, you’ll

experience the sensation of rustic luxury as you gaze at

the amazing exposed posts and beams of the custom

timber frame structure. Constructed using 19th Century

tools and processes with Douglas Fir timbers, it creates

the unmistakable look and feel that are the hallmarks of

this type of construction – cozy, rustic, soulful.

 

The lodge hosts a number of premium amenities and

comforts to help you relax after a great day in the

mountains so that you can rest and prepare for the next!

4 Bathrooms

3 Showers & 4 Vanities/Bathroom Sinks

Radiant In Floor Heat

Large Living Room & Dining Area

Wood Stove

Coffee Bar 

Window Seating

Licensed Tavern On-Site

Loft Living Area & Seating

Separate Loft Bathroom & Shower

WiFi

 

The primary sleeping area in the lodge is the shared loft

with privacy walls and curtains, there are eight beds in

the loft. If you prefer, there are three private rooms, each

has three beds which could be shared with a friend. It

will be $300 extra to upgrade to a private room, please

let us know if you prefer this and we will add it to your

final bill.

Chef Prepared Meals

The Red Mountain Alpine Lodge will also be including

premium, chef prepared dinners and a full American

breakfast during your stay, as well as an afternoon

soup/appetizer. The local chef has prepared a seasonally

specific, varied, and unique menu as well as generous

portions to insure no one goes to sleep hungry, and that

you’re fueled up for the next day’s adventure (please notifiy

us of any dietary restrictions or modifications). A licensed

on-site tavern is available and will offer a great selection of

local on-tap beers as well as wine, spirits, and signature

cocktails (alcohol not included in price).



WEATHER AND TIMING

Summer in the Colorado mountains is a beautiful time with temperatures generally in the 60's or 70's

during the day. In the mornings it can be quite cool getting down into the low 40's so be prepared for

some cold weather on our morning shoots. Afternoon thunderstorms are an almost everyday

occurrence during the mountains monsoon season, so be bring your rain gear as well.We have timed

this workshop for the peak of the wildflower season in these areas which we have spent many years

scouting and photographing. Mother Nature can always shift the timing of the flowers around

depending on snowpack, rainfall, temperatures, etc. Therefore, we cannot guarantee the wildflowers

will be at their peak, but we have done our best to give us the best chance possible.

 

POST-PROCESSING

Finding your vision will extend into post processing, and we feel this is one of the most important

aspects of finding your creative vision. You will have scheduled post-processing sessions/lectures

during the workshop. You will learn topics ranging from basic raw development in Lightroom to

advanced burning and dodging using Luminosity Masks in Photoshop. We understand everyone's

post-processing skills can vary. Whether you are new to Lightroom, or you are an advanced Photoshop

user; we have the ability to break it up into groups with two instructors, so everyone from beginner to

advanced can walk away with new techniques. We will include handouts on our post-processing

workflow as well. You will be amazed at what can be achieved when you know the how and why of

advanced post-processing.

 

CRITIQUE SESSIONS

We will be doing critique sessions for those interested in an honest, but positive critique session.

Please bring 3-4 images from your portfolio that you would like feedback on. We can also critique

photos taken during the workshop.

 

FITNESS LEVEL 

Almost anyone can do this workshop, but you should be aware of a few things before signing up.

Many of the locations we will drive right up to, there will be beautiful flowers and views from the side

of the road.The absolute best views at many of these locations require that you venture off the road for

a short distance to find the best flowers. These spots are on somewhat steep hillsides that are not

dangerous per se, but you do need to be sure-footed if you want these views. One of the waterfalls

does require a short hike (1/2 mile roundtrip) with somewhat rugged terrain and a water crossing.

Because we have many leaders on this workshop, it is no problem for us to split the group up on this

hike. If you don’t want to do this hike, we can take you and anyone else to another location that isn’t

as strenuous, but still fantastic. Altitude sickness is the biggest concern if you have experienced it in

the past. Most people never have an issue with it, but it is something to be aware of, and it is ideal to

arrive several days early to acclimate if possible. We will be at extremely high elevations above 12,000

feet at times and sleeping at 11,000 feet. This workshop is not recommended if you get altitude

sickness easily or if you are scared of heights, as many of the roads we are driving have steep drop offs

and are not for the faint of heart.



TRANSPORTATION

If you are flying in we have arranged for a shuttle to pick you up so you do not need to rent a

car, the shuttle will transport you from Durango to the Alpine Lodge. Once at the lodge we

will be transporting you in Jeep Rubicons to incredible locations all over the San Juan

Mountains. We all have many years of experience driving in these mountains and will ensure

you arrive safely. The shuttle will return you to Durango at the end of the trip.

 

Note: If you would like to use the shuttle you will need to arrive in Durango on July 26th. You

will be responsible for arranging a hotel in Durango for the night of the 26th and

transportation from the airport to your hotel in Durango. 

 

We recommend Buck Horn Limousine for transport, the ride will be $15.We recommend

staying in downtown Durango, this gives you access to a wide range of restaurants and

entertainment. It also gives you the option of taking the Durango & Silverton Narrow Gauge

Railroad to Silverton where the shuttle can pick you up at 1:30 pm. The train ride is not

included in the price. If you decide to take the train you should either take the 8:00 am to

have a couple of hours to eat and wander around in Silverton, or take the 8:45 to have 45

minutes in Silverton. Otherwise, the shuttle will pick you up at the General Palmer Hotel in

Durango on July 27th at 12:15 pm.

 

HOW TO GET THERE

Option 1 (Recommended, and required to take the shuttle) - Fly to the Durango airport and

take the included shuttle (1.5 hour drive) Note: you must arrive July 26th and stay a night in

Durango, the shuttle will pick you up the morning of July 27th. 

Option 2 - Fly to Denver International Airport and rent a car to make the 7 hour drive 

Option 3 - Fly to the Montrose Airport and rent a car to make the 1.5 hour drive. Airlines that

frequent this airport vary but service through Denver is available year-round through United

 

SAFE, LEGAL, RESPONSIBLE.

We always run our workshops on the up and up. For this workshop Exploring Exposure operates

under a Special Use Permit on the Grand Mesa, Uncompahgre, and Gunnison National Forests.

We are also an equal opportunity service provider.

We understand how important your safety is when we're in remote locations. This is why David

and Jennifer are both certified Wilderness First Responders, we are prepared for any situation

large or small.

We are also committed to keeping the locations we visit pristine. This is why we helped develop

the Nature First movement. Nature First is dedicated to promoting principles amongst nature

photographers to keep our lands beautiful for generations to come. We hope you will join the

movement too!



PACK LIST
Sythetic or technical layers for temps from high 30s to low 80s (We typically wear a light

down-jacket, fleece midweight, and t-shirt along with trekking pants, merino wool socks, hat

or stocking cap, and light gloves) 

Sturdy footwear: waterproof if you don't like cold wet feet but not required, there's usually

dew on the grass and we'll be close to water at times. (We typically wear trail running shoes

or hiking boots) 

Rain Gear: We have rain jackets and rain pants that can be worn over any combo of our

layers 

Camera (David uses Fuji, Jennifer uses Nikon, and Jason uses Sony) 

Lenses Recommended for FF cameras: 16-35, 24-70, 70-200. F/4 suggested, F/2.8 for low-

light/night images. Recommended for crop cameras: 10-20, 18-55, 55-200. F/4 suggested, F/2.8

for low-light/night images. 

Filters: A polarizer is recommended and neutral density filters for long waterfall exposures 

Memory Cards: bring a spare in case something happens to one 

Batteries & Charger: the more batteries the better! 

Tripod: necessary for sharp sunrise/sunset images (We'll have a spare in case anyone forgets

theirs or it gets damaged) 

Remote Release for stable images, intervelometer if you want to shoot any timelapses (We

can provide a link for one specific to your camera) 

Camera Bag or Day Pack: Something that can hold your camera gear, a small snack, water,

and a few layers. 

Laptop to review and edit images 

Water bottle (you want to make sure you're drinking a lot to prevent altitude sickness from

dehydration, sometimes you can still get a light case of it and we recommend specifically

bringing Tylenol) 

Any personal snacks Sunscreen: we'll be at elevations from 6000-13000ft.

 

For post processing please bring a laptop with Lightroom Classic CC and Photoshop CC

installed and activated, which is only $9.99/month. For advanced users, we will be covering

Luminosity Masks, and we use the TKPanel created by Tony Kuyper which we recommend

installing prior to the workshop (the free version is adequate to get you started). Please bring

materials for taking notes as well.



ABOUT DAVID

Photography and travel are my life passions,

Exploring Exposure was born out of a need to share

my passion with others. I live as a nomad, on the

road 365 days a year. I am fortunate to have the

ability to spend months in a location getting to

know it in depth. I want to share a slice of this

lifestyle with you, by taking you to amazing

locations and teaching you how to capture the

incredible scene in front of you.I grew up primarily

in Colorado in the Fort Collins/Loveland area, the

mountains are my stomping grounds and where I

feel most at home. I have grown to love the desert

Southwest as well, and is where I like to spend my

winters.

ABOUT JENNIFER

I’ve always had a deep love for the American West, and the

mountains and surrounding landscapes there have always

felt like home. I started my photography adventure 4 years

ago, when my travels from my home in the Midwest took

me on adventures in Colorado and the surrounding states. I

found myself traveling west every chance I could get, to

further my skills in photography. My background is in

geology, and I worked in veterinary medicine for many

years.  I find that photography combines my love of both, as

I can shoot the wonderful scenes that were created by the

forces of the Earth, and capture the magical moments that

wildlife shares. I want to share what what nature provides

through my lens, to help create awareness and trigger

emotions for this world we live in.

SUMMER  ESCAPADES

YOUR INSTRUCTORS

ABOUT JASON

Jason's childhood was spent surrounded by the corn and soy fields that stretch across the state of Ohio. Having

grown up surrounded by land that was crisscrossed by farming roads and sectioned off by the acre, he discovered

that it was wondrous to explore the outdoors in a place not structured by man. Today, Jason makes a living sharing

his love for the outdoors through photography, videography, workshops, and even educational materials such

as eBooks and photography tutorials. “My vision is to share the beauty of our world through photographs and videos,”

he writes on his site. “I want to reveal all that is breathtaking and beautiful, astonishing and different. Whether it’s a

place often visited or not at all, I want others to see the world as I have, and to motivate them to continue the

protection and care our wilderness.”


