
The End of the World
A Study In Revelation

Chapters 9-10
Sounding of the Fifth and Sixth Trumpets – First and Second woes.

Tonight we’ll continue with our scene around the throne of God.. The “Great Tribulation”, has begun, 
with the antichrist declaring himself to be God, and releasing his wrath on Israel. The first four trumpets 
have sound, and three are yet to sound. In chapters 9-10, the fifth and sixth trumpets sound.

Revelation 9:1-21(KJV) 1And the fifth angel sounded, and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth: 
and to him was given the key of the bottomless pit. (Gk Abussos  phrear) Abyss, bottomless, -hole in the 
ground.

• Star falling – picture of the fall of Lucifer 

• Isaiah 14:12(NIV) 12How you have fallen from heaven,    O morning star, son of the dawn!    You 

have been cast down to the earth, you who once laid low the nations!    

2And he (the angel with the key) opened the bottomless pit; and there arose a smoke out of the pit, as the 
smoke of a great furnace; and the sun and the air were darkened by reason of the smoke of the pit. 

• Smog covers the earth from the pit (volcanic)
3And there came out of the smoke locusts upon the earth: and unto them was given power, as the 

scorpions of the earth have power. 4And it was commanded them that they should not hurt the grass of 
the earth, neither any green thing, neither any tree; but only those men which have not the seal of God in 
their foreheads.  

• These locusts (large grasshoppers) are commanded to not eat foliage, which is their natural 
function, but to torment men

• The 144,000 are exempt, as well as those who have accepted Jesus since the mid-tribulation 
catching away

• Nahum 1:2(KJV) 2God is jealous, and the LORD revengeth; the LORD revengeth, and is furious; 
the LORD will take vengeance on his adversaries, and he reserveth wrath for his enemies. 

• 1 Thessalonians 5:9-10(KJV)9For God hath not appointed us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by 

our Lord Jesus Christ, 10Who died for us, that, whether we wake or sleep, we should live together 
with him.

5And to them it was given that they should not kill them, but that they should be tormented five months: 

and their torment was as the torment of a scorpion, when he striketh a man.  6And in those days shall 
men seek death, and shall not find it; and shall desire to die, and death shall flee from them.  

• This judgment is against the followers of the antichrist
• Death is not allowed to take anyone stung by the locusts

7And the shapes of the locusts were like unto horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads were as it 

were crowns like gold, and their faces were as the faces of men. 8And they had hair as the hair of women, 

and their teeth were as the teeth of lions. 9And they had breastplates, as it were breastplates of iron; and 

the sound of their wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses running to battle. 10And they had 
tails like unto scorpions, and there were stings in their tails: and their power was to hurt men five 
months. 

• Some have suggested that these locusts are metaphorical representations of aircraft (planes, helos, 
UAV’s), yet their description as insects is clear, however unusual they may appear.

• Their mission lasts five months, during which all that are stung are in excruciating pain.



11And they had a king over them, which is the angel of the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath his name Apollyon.

• Abbadon, Apollyon – destroying angel  (Satan)
• Satan is in charge of inflicting sickness and pain, just as he always is.

12One woe is past; and, behold, there come two woes more hereafter.
• Fifth trumpet sounds, sixth and seventh to follow

3And the sixth angel sounded, and I heard a voice from the four horns of the golden altar which is before 

God,14Saying to the sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four angels which are bound in the 
great river Euphrates.  

• 2 Peter 2:4(KJV) 4For if God spared not the angels that sinned, but cast them down to hell, and 
delivered them into chains of darkness, to be reserved unto judgment; 

15And the four angels were loosed, which were prepared for an hour, and a day, and a month, and a year, 

for to slay the third part of men.16And the number of the army of the horsemen were two hundred 
thousand thousand: and I heard the number of them.  

• These destroying angels are the driving force behind a 200,000,000 man army that marches from 
China (Rev16:12) and surrounding Oriental neighbors to the battle of Armageddon, killing one third of 
the remaining population. This si an overland march that takes just over a year to arrive at the site of the 
battle of Armageddon (World War IV)
17And thus I saw the horses in the vision, and them that sat on them, having breastplates of fire, and of 
jacinth, and brimstone: and the heads of the horses were as the heads of lions; and out of their mouths 
issued fire and smoke and brimstone.  

• Possibly tanks and other armored vehicles with nuclear artillery rounds.
18By these three was the third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the smoke, and by the brimstone, 

which issued out of their mouths. 19For their power is in their mouth, and in their tails: for their 
tails were like unto serpents, and had heads, and with them they do hurt
20And the rest of the men which were not killed by these plagues yet repented not of the works of their 
hands, that they should not worship devils, and idols of gold, and silver, and brass, and stone, and of 

wood: which neither can see, nor hear, nor walk:  21Neither repented they of their murders, nor of their 
sorceries, nor of their fornication, nor of their thefts.

• Murder
• Manipulation and mind control
• Sexual sin
• Theft 
• Social order begins to break down, and the result is lawlessness. These sins increase exponentially 

in the great Tribulation

Revelation 10:1-11(KJV) 1And I saw another mighty angel come down from heaven, clothed with a 
cloud: and a rainbow was upon his head, and his face was as it were the sun, and his feet as pillars of fire:  
2And he had in his hand a little book open: and he set his right foot upon the sea, and his left foot on the 

earth,  3And cried with a loud voice, as when a lion roareth: and when he had cried, seven thunders 

uttered their voices.  4And when the seven thunders had uttered their voices, I was about to write: and I 
heard a voice from heaven saying unto me, Seal up those things which the seven thunders uttered, and 
write them not.  

• This is a mystery of revelation that cannot be revealed. God ordered John not to record it, so we 



cannot know what the seven thunders said.
5And the angel which I saw stand upon the sea and upon the earth lifted up his hand to heaven, 6And 
sware by him that liveth for ever and ever, who created heaven, and the things that therein are, and the 
earth, and the things that therein are, and the sea, and the things which are therein, that there should be 
time no longer: 

• Not speaking of the end of time, but that there would be no further delay in the accomplishing of  
God’s plan.

7But in the days of the voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin to sound, the mystery of God 
should be finished, as he hath declared to his servants the prophets. 

• When the seventh trumpet sounds, Gods plan of judgment of the antichrist and his followers will 
be at an end;

8And the voice which I heard from heaven spake unto me again, and said, Go and take the little book 

which is open in the hand of the angel which standeth upon the sea and upon the earth. 9And I went unto 
the angel, and said unto him, Give me the little book. And he said unto me, Take it, and eat it up; and it 

shall make thy belly bitter, but it shall be in thy mouth sweet as honey. 10And I took the little book out of 
the angel’s hand, and ate it up; and it was in my mouth sweet as honey: and as soon as I had eaten it, my 

belly was bitter.11And he said unto me, Thou must prophesy again before many peoples, and nations, and 
tongues, and kings.

• This may refer to ministry after receiving the Revelation, or some future plan of God yet 
unrevealed.


