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Introducing our BRAND NEW online store for all your Apple 
needs, shipped directly to you from our warehouse!

www.store.widebaytechnology.com.au

Looking for a better Apple Mac deal online?

So come on over and check out our already discounted prices!
Plus, as a special only available to the readers of The AppleUsers Spotlight we 
are offering (until the end of August) FREE shipping Australia Wide on any 
Apple Mac System purchased.

DISCOUNT COUPON:
Good for FREE SHIPPING 
on all Mac Systems

COUPON CODE:

WBT38942
(Valid until August 31st)

Feel free to Email us if you have any questions:
shop@widebaytechnology.com.au
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Intel, Intel Core, and Xeon are trademarks of Intel Corp. in the U.S. and other countries.
Windows is a registered trademark of Microsoft Corporation.

From the Editor
The sun is shining, the birds are chirping and the flowers 
in the bloom. Time to ditch the doonas because Spring is 
here! With the warmer days upon us, I’m awakening from 
my hibernation and feeling all social once again. I want to 
get connected with everyone and anyone.

While I’m all for catching up with friends at the café 
around the corner, sometimes being in a different state 
or country makes it rather difficult. So where does that 
leave us?

Well, you’re in luck because we have some insightful 
articles that will help you get connected wirelessly. So, 

The Team
Publisher: Nicholas Pyers

Editor-in-Chief: Trish Ho

Contributors:   Nicholas Pyers, Paul Sutcliffe, 
Gary Lowen, Glenn Fleishman, 
Joe Kissell, Adam Engst, Jimmy Li 
Junping, Christopher Breen

Copy editors:  Ben Barone-Nugent
Renee Marie Bergere

Address:  AppleUsers.org
PO Box 1015 
Elsternwick VIC 3185

Telephone: (03) 8678 1037

Fax: (03) 8678 1037

Published by AppleUsers.org. Copyright ©2009 
AppleUsers.org. All rights reserved. Reproduction 
and redistribution prohibited without approval. For 
more information, contact editor@appleusers.org. To 
contact AppleUsers.org please use our webform at 
http://www.appleusers.org/about/.

don’t let distance get in the way of your get-togethers 
this Spring!

On a side note, I thought to keep everyone in the loop 
of our chosen themes for the upcoming issues this year. 

- October: ‘Top 10’s
- November: Home Office
- December: Xmas!
If you’re interested in getting involved, drop me a line. 

We would love to hear from you!

 – Trish Ho

mailto:editors%40tidbits.com?subject=
http://www.tidbits.com/
http://www.tidbits.com/terms/
http://www.tidbits.com/search/
http://www.tidbits.com/about/list.html
http://www.apple.com/legal/trademark/
http://www.appleusers.org/about/
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Nick's dashboard

Nicholas’ Dashboard
Welcome back to the AppleUsers Spotlight and to our 
second issue. The response to our launch issue has 
been tremendous and extremely positive and this has 
encouraged us to continue on with the project.

We learnt a lot from producing the first issue and we 
have streamlined some processes (but I still need to work 
on my personal time management and get my articles 
to Trish earlier - Trish has my permission to print a blank 
page or two if I do this to her again :) )

We also presented a couple of our team with 
promotions. Ben and Renee originally signed on as 
“Proofreaders” but they have quickly assumed the duties 
of “Copy Editors”. I only wish we had something more 
tangible to bestow upon them and other members of our 
volunteer team.

I’d like to thank Paul Sutcliffe for his ongoing series of 
“Free Apps for the Mac”, more on page 34.

We welcome Gary Lowen aboard this month. Gary 
will be managing and compiling the “Discount Corner” 
column each month for us.

We are encouraging people to come forward with 
more original articles, including having each User Group 
to contribute at least one feature item a year. If you are 
interested in contributing to the AppleUsers Spotlight, 
please duck over to our Jobs page for more information.

National Library of Australia
The greatest compliment we have received regarding 
the quality of the AppleUsers Spotlight was when the 
National Library of Australia asked us for permission to 
include archive versions of the Spotlight in their Pandora 
Archive and we have granted them permission to do so.

PANDORA, Australia’s Web Archive, was set up by the 
Library in 1996 to enable the archiving and provision of 
long-term access to online Australian publications. Since 
then the National Library have been identifying online 
publications and archiving those that they consider to 
have national significance. Additional information about 
PANDORA can be found on the Library’s server.

The AppleUsers Spotlight can be found in the 
PANDORA Archive.

Your Feedback Welcomed
The team here at AppleUsers.org would love to hear 
more of your feedback about the AppleUsers Spotlight 
– let us know what you think of it’s look and feel, the 
content, what content is missing or you’d like to see 
included in future issues.

We’d also love to hear about your comments, feelings, 
thoughts and news from the wider Apple community.

 – -Nicholas Pyers

From time to time, AppleUsers.org 
looks for volunteers to assist with 
various tasks.

Unfortunately, we can’t offer a 
wage for any of these positions, 
but we do offer the opportunity to 
get your name out there and to 
hone your skills.

For a list of current positions, visit;
www.appleusers.org/about/jobs

Positions Available

http://pandora.nla.gov.au/index.html
http://pandora.nla.gov.au/tep/103662
http://www.macvoices.com
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New South waleS

Nicholas Pyers of AppleUsers.org
will present to us

Apple User Groups
The Issues, Trends & Future

Tuesday September 1st
5:00pm – 7:30pm

MAcTALk HuNTEr
Date: Tuesday 1
cost: No charges.
Topic: Nicholas Pyers, of AppleUsers.org, will be talking 
to the group about the future trends of Apple User 
Groups in Australia.
Website: http://mactalkhunter.org.au

cLuB MAc INc
Date: Wednesday 2
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Q&A Special Interest Group. A free-wheeling 
discussion group. Bring along your problems and see if 
the group can solve them. Ideal place for beginners to be 
able to ask any questions without fear.
Website: http://www.clubmac.org.au

AMuG SYDNEY
Date: Monday 7
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Monthly Q&A meeting with presentation.
Website: http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug

coFFS MAc uSErS Group
Date: Wednesday 9
cost: Free Attendance for Members.
Topic: Demonstrations at request of members, followed 
by Questions and Answers Session.
Website: 
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_users

AMuG SYDNEY
Date: Saturday 12
cost: Free for AMUG members
Topic: Monthly Saturday Workshop. 
Website: http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug

QueeNSlaNd

TooWooMBA AppLE AND MAcINToSH uSEr 
Group INc.
Date: Wednesday 2
cost: Visitors Welcome, no fee applicable.
Topic: A remote member from Stanthorpe has been 
using her Mac for many years to document and 
display information in various areas of her life. She 
will be presenting this to us for our enjoyment and 
encouragement.
Website: http://www.taamug.org.au

HErvEY BAY MAcINToSH uSErS Group
Date: Thursday 3
cost: Visitors Welcomed.  
Admission $5.00 inc Tea and Coffee
Topics: First Presentation: Do you still need to 
run Windows on your Mac ? Learn how to install 
Windows using  Boot Camp, VMware Fusion, or 
Parallels. Second presentation: Other non-Apple 
Applications,  Favourite Shareware. Third Presentation: 
How to set up your own website at home using  iWeb 
Website: http://www.hbmug.com

MUG September Listings

http://mactalkhunter.org.au
http://mactalkhunter.org.au/
http://www.clubmac.org.au/
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_users
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug
http://www.taamug.org.au/
http://www.hbmug.com/
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GoLD coAST MAcINToSH uSEr Group
Date: Monday 7
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Mac essentials, Expose. Software updates...Final 
Cut and Logic. Tablet what Tablet... we will add to the 
speculation on this hotly debated topic. iMovie 09 why 
it is now so much more functional. iPhone 3GS reports 
from users. Getting your photos online. Jeff and his 
gadgets. Q and A
Website: http://www.goldcoastmacusers.org.au/

NQMuG (NorTH QuEENSLAND MAc uSErS 
Group)
Date: Tuesday 8
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Not known at this time
Website: http://nqmug.org

MAcINToSH uSErS Group SuNSHINE coAST
Date: Monday 14
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Normal business meeting with possibly a Tutorial.
Website: http://www.mugsunco.org.au/index.html

AppLE-Q INc
Date: Sunday 20
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Check the Apple-Q website for details closer to the 
date.
Website: http://www.apple-q.org.au/

South auStralia

SouTH AuSTrALIAN AppLE uSErS’ cLuB
Date: Friday 4
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Meet with other Mac users!South Australian Apple 
Users’ Club evening meetings are held at 7:30 pm on the 
first Friday  of each month (except January and Public 
Holidays) Library and Reception are open from 7:00 
pm to 7:30 pm. The SAAUC library offers training and 
reference books and CDs for loan to members. The Club 
offers members some software upgrades at meetings 
they need to supply a CD or flash drive for transferring 
files. Programs for meetings alternate between Special 
Interest Groups and Presentations. The Club mailing List 
is a useful exchange centre for SAAUC members to seek 
assistance or to give advice to one another.
Meeting venue: Salvation Army Worship and 
Community Centre, 70 Marion Street, Unley 5061 South 
Australia.
Website: http://www.saauc.org.au

SouTH AuSTrALIAN AppLE uSErS’ cLuB
Date: Wednesday 9
cost: Visitors welcome
Topic: If you have just bought your first Macintosh, or 
have been operating computers for many years,  SAAUC 
a daytime meeting has something to offer you. The 
strength of  SAAUC is its great resource in the knowledge 
and experience of its members. We are a friendly  group, 
with members aged from 15 to over 80 years, and 
ranging from those with little knowledge of computers 
to computing professionals. SAAUC provides a room 
for members use for video conferencing on the iVisit 

network . Though many of our members use current 
Macs and software other members find that their older 
Macs and operating systems are very capable of offering 
service we encourage members to appreciate the 
diversity within the club.
Meeting venue: Salvation Army Worship and 
Community Centre, 70 Marion Street, Unley 5061 South 
Australia.
Website: http://www.saauc.org.au

Victoria

AuSoM INcorporATED
Date: Saturday 5
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: AUSOM’s main monthly main meeting caters for 
a wide variety of users, includes a keynote presentation 
(Making Music with Garage Band - Judy Young) and hosts 
up to 20 Special Interest Groups.
Website: http://ausom.net.au

BELLArINE MAc uSEr Group
Date: Tuesday 8
cost: Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: Macs - A Personal Perspective. The format for 
this meeting came from a member suggestion and we 
are confident that you will benefit from this novel and 
original way of presenting a Mac learning experience.  Be 
prepared for anything as we involve everyone in a unique 
approach to widening your knowledge base. 
Website: http://www.bellarinemac.org.au

http://http/
http://www.goldcoastmacusers.org.au/
http://nqmug.org/
http://www.mugsunco.org.au/index.html
http://www.apple-q.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/
http://www.saauc.org.au/
http://ausom.net.au/
http://www.bellarinemac.org.au/
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MAcINToSH MuLTIMEDIA Group
Date: Tuesday 8
cost: Supper $1.00
Topic: The Multimedia Group monthly evening meeting 
is a joint presentation of AUSOM and iMug, Melbourne’s 
other active Mac User Group. Presentations are usually 
given by professionals in the Apple media space, and by 
trade suppliers.  All aspects of graphics, video, audio and 
related authoring and publishing activities are covered.
Website:  http://ausom.net.au and 

http://www.imug.com.au

AuSoM rETIrEES AND oTHErS
Date: Wednesday 9
cost: Morning tea $1.00
Topic: The Retirees and Others group meets each month 
to cater for the enjoyment and instruction of the growing 
population of seniors and others who are available to 
attend a daytime meeting on a weekday. The program 
is established largely on the basis of member requests. 
It’s an informal group and newcomers to Macs are very 
welcome. Presentation topics vary from interesting new 
products to using common applications, or a session 
where the more knowledgable members answer 
questions from the floor. The meeting usually hosts two 
speakers.
Website: http://ausom.net.au

BEAuT
Date: Wednesday 9
cost: Free Visitors Welcomed.
Topic: What’s new in Apple? Followed by Spreadsheets, 
collaborative and easy to collect data; creating graphs 
and ask questions; Question time and problem solving.
Website: http://www.beaut.org.au

IMuG
Date: Tuesday 22
cost: Visitors Welcomed. $2 Donation
Topic: This is the AGM and Presidents Night. With our 
current President in charge, you can be guaranteed of 
surprises. Watch this space!
Website: http://www.imug.com.au

cENTrAL vIc MAc uSErS INc.
Date: Thursday 24
cost: Visitors Welcomed. Gold coin donation for supper.
Topic: Navigating your Mac
Website: http://www.cvmu.net

Your group Not liSted?

If your local User Group is not listed above, then have 
a member of your Committee register, for free, at 
AppleUsers.org. Once registered, your User Group will 
be invited each month to submit details about their 
forthcoming meetings. 

  

AMUG Sydney
PO Box 304 Mortdale 2223
Ph 9387 2069 • Fax 9387 3227
Email: sydamug@me.com

homepage.mac.com/sydamug/

 …then come along to our 

Saturday Workshop 
Held monthly at the University of NSW, 
Kensington, Webster Building, in the 
computer lab, Level 1. 10am-2pm. 
One person per computer – use the 
installed Macs or bring your own Apple 
notebook. See web site for dates.  
Email us for Bookings. 

http://ausom.net.au/
http://ausom.net.au/
http://www.beaut.org.au/
http://www.imug.com.au/
http://www.appleusers.org/mug-listings/
http://geekculture.com
http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug


✤ TheMacBundles #4
✤ iPhone Cool Projects
✤ Mac OS X Leopard: Beyond the Manual
✤ Take Control of Your 802.11n AirPort Network
✤ Take Control of MobileMe
✤ Take Control of Your Wi-Fi Security

EnterMagic Word: Snow Leopard

September 2009 Contest
September’s contest
Last month’s contest was a great success with some great prizes, including a late addition 
of the third MacBundle.

We’d also like to thank the entire Take Control Books team. Again they have provided 
us with some great titles from their extensive range of ebooks to include in our monthly 
prize pool.

Apress have agreed to provide us with a couple of of physical books each month 

September’s Prizes
September’s prize bundle includes;

 • TheMacBundles #4 – at the time of publication the contents of the fourth MacBundle 
haven’t been announced, but get an eye on TheMacBundle.com for details.

 • iPhone Cool Projects, published by Apress
 • Mac OS X Leopard: Beyond the Manual, published by Apress
 • Take Control of Your 802.11n AirPort Network
 • Take Control of MobileMe
 • Take Control of Your Wi-Fi Security

For more details about the individual prizes, visit our Contest Entry Page.

How to Enter
Entering the AppleUsers Spotlight Contest is simple. 

Simply click on the link found in the ad opposite, enter in your name, suburb and 
email address, along with this month’s magic word and click Submit. 

That’s it - You’re now entered into this month’s contest.

August Winners
The winners of August’s contest were;

 • J Debono (Taylors Lake), TheMacBundles #3
 • D Richards (Cardiff), TopXNotes
 • M Adam (Balwyn North), Voila
 • G Proudman (Toowoomba), VueScan Standard
 • M Boyles (Ocean Grove), iPhoto ‘09 – Visual QuickStart Guide (PDF)
 • S Rechter (Clearview), Take Control of Maintaining Your Mac, Second Edition
 • P Kleist (Auburn), Take Control of Troubleshooting Your Mac

Congratulations to our winners and we wish you the best of luck for this month’s contest.

AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 2, September 2009 8
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http://www.appleusers.org/contest/september-2009-contest/


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 2, September 2009 9

Joy of Tech



http://www.themacbundles.com
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Take Control

You can hardly turn 
on a computer or surf 
the Internet these days 
without being asked 
for a password, and 
choosing and managing 
passwords has become a 
pain for many Mac users. 
Fortunately, it is possible 
to avoid headaches while 
using sensible and secure 
passwords. We’ve just 

released the second edition of “Take Control of Passwords 
in Mac OS X,” by Mac expert Joe Kissell. In this 120-page 
ebook, you can learn the ins and outs of choosing 
appropriate passwords, smart ways to store passwords 
and how to solve password-related problems. The ebook 
is available for US$7 (after the 30% MUG discount). To 
take advantage of the MUG discount on the print version, 
buy the ebook, then click the ‘Order Print Copy’ button on 
the cover of the PDF. This provides you with a US$10-off 
coupon code to paste into the QOOP cart when ordering.

After helping you match your personality and risk 
factors to how long and complex your passwords ought 

to be, Joe walks you through all the details of setting up 
your Mac so it has secure passwords without requiring 
you to type them more than necessary. He explains the 
Mac’s Keychain Access password management utility, and 
clues you in on what a keychain is and what the common 
ones are that you’ll likely find on your Mac. He also covers 
setting and using Web passwords (with specifics on how 
passwords are stored in eight different Web browsers), 
how to sync passwords between different Macs and to 
an iPhone or iPod touch, and how to handle password-
related problems.

You’ll find advice on these password-related issues:
 • Coming up with secure passwords that are easily 

remembered and typed
 • Keeping track of impossible-to-remember passwords
 • Setting up sensible passwords that control access to 

your Mac
 • Reducing hassle by making your Mac automatically 

log you in to Web sites
 • Finding a balance between security and the 

annoyance of frequent password entry
 • Understanding the aim of the Mac keychains
 • Finding and viewing the passwords that your Mac has 

tracked for you

Set effective passwords with “Take control of passwords in Mac oS X”
Adam Engst

 • Syncing passwords 
between different Macs 
(or with an iPhone/iPod 
touch)

 • Planning for disaster - 
what if you’re injured 
and someone else 
needs your passwords?

 • Deciding whether you should memorize your 
passwords, write them down, or have your Mac store 
them

The ebook includes a coupon for a 20% savings on 
1Password (Joe’s top pick for a third-party password 
management utility).

Control
Electronic Books

The Answers You Need Now, from Leading Experts

Take 30% off your next 
Take Control order!

Use coupon code:
CPN90219MUG

Take Control of:
 iLife - iPhoto
 iWeb & Garageband
 MobileMe
 Back to My Mac
 Easy Backups in Leopard
 And many more titles!

Shop for your Take Control ebooks at:
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/

TakeDIScouNT!
Take advantage of this 
fantastic discount of 30%!
Simply enter the 
coupon code when you 
make your purchase at 
takecontrolbooks.com.

http://takecontrolbooks.com/?cp=cpn90219mug
http://takecontrolbooks.com/?cp=cpn90219mug
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What’s New?
Major 1password updates 
bring new features

1Password and 1Password 
Pro 2.2 are major updates to 
Agile Web Solutions’ 
popular identity 
management apps for 
iPhone and iPod touch. With 
the new 1Password you can 
now ‘Quick Copy’ and paste 
any piece of information 
with a single tap.  In 

addition, there is a new for resetting the database. A 
number of features were also changed or fixed, including 
the use of auto-capitalisation in the Notes fields, new 
support for Landscape Mode in List View, Detail View and 
Web Browser View. Also, there is a ability to rearrange 
tabs in the toolbar.

In addition to 1Password 2.2’s improvements, 
1Password Pro 2.2 gains two exclusive new features for 
better integration with both 1Password for Mac and 
Safari on your iPod touch/iPhone. 1Password Pro now 
synchronizes folders from 1Password for Mac helping 
to organise all your items. Further, you can now copy 
multiple fields to the clipboard for pasting into Safari 
when using the Look Up in 1Password bookmarklet. A 
wealth of other changes and fixes in 1Password Pro 2.2 
are detailed below.

Pricing and Availability
1Password 2.2 is available in the App Store now for 
AU$5.99. 1Password Pro is also available now at the 
introductory price of AU$9.99.

A Single User license of 1Password for the Mac is 
available for US$39.95 and a five user Family License for 
US$59.95.

A fully functioning, 30-day trial of 1Password may 
be downloaded for free from Agile Web Solutions’ 
Downloads page. After 30 days, 1Password will continue 
to run for free and be limited to 20 items. Special media 
licenses are available for members of the press and the 
blogging community upon request.
1Password
1Password for iPhone and iPod touch

NetMine 1.3 - Advanced two-
way firewall
Recently, ProteMac announced an update to their 
network firewall for Mac OS X, ProteMac NetMine 
1.3. By way of introduction, ProteMac NetMine is a 
network firewall for Mac OS X which is able to control 
and intercept all internet and network activity for all 
applications on your Mac. Importantly, firewalls can 
restrict or prevent the spread of networked computer 
worms, trojans, viruses and malware. NetMine firewall 
can prevent such unwanted traffic from reaching your 
machines.

http://agilewebsolutions.com/products/1Password
http://agile.ws/products/iphone
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Saint Petersburg, Russia - ProteMac today announced 
ProteMac NetMine 1.3, an update to their network 
firewall for Mac OS X. ProteMac NetMine intercepts all 
network activity traveling from and to your Mac and 
from every an application of your Mac. NetMine firewall 
can prevent all unwanted outside and inside traffic from 
reaching protected machines.

Firewall can restrict or prevent outright the spread 
of networked computer worms, trojans, viruses and 
malware. NetMine firewall is a new breed of information 
security technology designed to protect Mac OS X 
computers from attack from outside network and from 
software on your computer.

The two-way firewall stops inappropriate or malicious 
access to your computer from both internal and external 
network sources. As a frontline defense, it prevents 
malware from spreading, providing protection against 
hackers, loss of personal data, unknown malware, and 

unauthorized program activity.
ProteMac NetMine provides the first line of defense 

against malicious software by proactively controlling how 
programs behave and interact on a Mac and preventing 
security breaches. Proactively monitors for and blocks 
sophisticated hacking techniques used to compromise or 
steal data. By analyzing threats and displaying actionable 
alerts, Host Protection blocks zero-day attacks and other 
unauthorized activities, providing advanced protection 
against botnets, rootkits and inadvertent data disclosure.

Auto-learning and Automatic configuration modes 
allows users ti setup typical rules for program activity 
and firewall monitored connectons. Rules for most 
known programs that access the Internet are applied 
automatically, relieving you of the need to enter rules 
manually every time a new application accesses the 
Internet or interacts with another program.

New in Version 1.3:
Security fixes

Feature highlights include:
 • Protects against viruses, spyware, Trojan horses, 

worms, bots, and rootkits
 • Stops threats at point of entry with a quiet two-way 

firewall
 • Blocks browser, OS, and application threats; protects 

against infected Web sites
 • Helps secure and monitor your home network
 • Intercept unwanted network connection attempts
 • Detailed information of all incoming and outgoing 

network traffic
 • Two-way firewall
 • Network Monitor for visualizing network activity in 

real-time
 • Internet Worm Protection

 • Controls incoming and outgoing TCP/IP traffic and 
data

 • Intrusion Prevention
 • Protects against spyware and Trojan horses
 • Protects against all kinds of intrusions
 • Protects against network attacks
 • Protects against ping floods, port scans, and more
 • Simple and advanced firewall modes

Minimum Requirements:
 • Mac OS X Version 10.4 Tiger or 10.5 Leopard
 • Universal Binary for PowerPC and Intel
 • 10.1 MB Hard Drive space

Pricing and Availability:
NetMine is available for US$29.95 for a Single License.
ProteMac: http://www.protemac.com/
ProteMac NetMine: http://www.protemac.com/NetMine/

SyncMate 2.0 - Sync your Mac 
with multiple devices 

Eltima Software today released 
SyncMate 2.0, software for multiple 
sync. SyncMate simplifies data 
synchronization between Mac and 
Windows mobile devices, other Mac 
computers and Nokia S40 phones 

and online accounts. There is no need to unlock a device 
in order to install SyncMate. A Mac can be connected to 
Windows Mobile device via USB or Wi-Fi. Mac to Nokia 
connection is available via Bluetooth, and you can also 
sync your Mac with another Mac via Ethernet.

Bellevue, WA, USA - Global software development 
company Eltima Software today released SyncMate 2.0, 

http://www.protemac.com
http://www.protemac.com/NetMine/
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software for multiple sync, which simplifies the process 
of all data synchronization between Mac and Windows 
Mobile devices, other Mac computers, Nokia S40 phones 
and online accounts.

SyncMate is offered at two versions, Free and Expert, 
and provides all users with even more synchronization 
possibilities than before. SyncMate Free Edition enables 
you to sync Address Book and iCal entries in your Mac 
with their analogues in supported devices and back up 
these data to Online Storage Account. Google Contacts 
and Google Calendar synchronization is also available.

Additionally to sync features, SyncMate Free Edition 
provides you with opportunity to read your SMS right 
from Mac OS X computer, share Internet between Mac 
and Windows Mobile devices and visually analyze 
detailed information of the Windows Mobile devices 
connected (battery state or memory usage).

SyncMate Expert Edition provides all users 
with a full access to all synchronization features. 
Sync iTunes and Video, iPhoto, Safari and Firefox 
Bookmarks, Entourage and mail Notes, ToDo’s, Mail 
and even separate folders between your Mac and 
Windows Mobile devices, create, send or delete 
SMS right on your Mac computer.

With Expert Edition all users can install any .cab 
files to Windows Mobile devices right from Mac 
computer.

SyncMate Expert enables you to analyze Nokia 
S40 devices Calls history directly on your computer.  
You can also back up ToDo’s, Safari Bookmarks, 
Entourage and Mail notes to your Online Storage 
Account with Expert Edition.

SyncMate Expert allows synchronizing To 
Do’s, Safari bookmarks, Entourage and Mail notes 
and separate folders between two or more Mac 
computers. And of course all features of SyncMate 

Free Edition are available at Expert Edition.
SyncMate installation is very easy. There is no need 

to unlock device in order to install SyncMate. Mac can be 
connected to Windows Mobile device via USB or Wi-Fi, 
Mac to Nokia connection is available via Bluetooth, and 
you can sync your Mac with another Mac via Ethernet.

SyncMate Compatibility:
SyncMate is compatible with Mac OS X platform (Mac OS 
X 10.4 and higher, Mac OS X 10.5). 

Device compatibility: Windows Mobile Pocket 5, 
Windows Mobile Smartphone 5; Windows Mobile 6 
Standard, Windows Mobile 6 Classic and Windows Mobile 
6 Professional; Windows Mobile 6.1, Windows Mobile 6.5; 
Nokia S40 devices.
SyncMate 2.0: http://www.sync-mac.com

360Works Launches 
SafetyNet

360Works announced today the launch of 
360Works SafetyNet, the first automated 
offsite backup plugin designed specifically 

for FileMaker Server solutions. SafetyNet makes it easy 
to set up remote backup routines for FileMaker Server 
administrators. Files are stored on Amazon’s cloud-based 
online file storage service, which runs on the same 
reliable and fast infrastructure that Amazon uses to run 
its own global network. Easy to use, low cost remote 
backup solution for FileMaker files.

Atlanta - 360Works, a leading FileMaker product 
developer and innovator, announced today the launch 
of 360Works SafetyNet, the first automated offsite 
backup plugin designed specifically for FileMaker Server 
solutions. SafetyNet makes it easy to set up remote 
backup routines for FileMaker Server administrators. 
Files are stored on Amazon’s “cloud-based” online file 
storage service, which runs on the same reliable and fast 
infrastructure that Amazon uses to run its own global 
network of web sites.

“There are a lot of solutions out there that promise 
ease of use and seamless integration for offsite backups,” 
said Jesse Barnum of 360Works. “But they often don’t 
work well with the special requirements of FileMaker 
Server. 360Works SafetyNet actually delivers on that 
promise. Our clients were looking for something that 
doesn’t require workarounds or complex configuration. 
SafetyNet just works. It’s the first remote backup product 
designed to work with FileMaker Server: file transfers, 
restores and change monitoring all work right out of the 
box.”

http://www.sync-mac.com
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The plugin itself is free, and billing for the service is 
handled by Amazon at a surprisingly low cost: 99 cents 
per month, US$1.00 per gigabyte per month stored, and 
US$1.00 per gigabyte transferred. For example, using 
SafetyNet to back up a 275 MB FileMaker solution every 
night, with 7 days of previous versions stored online, 
would cost about US$5.00 per month.

Bob Patin of Longterm Solutions used a pre-release 
version of SafetyNet to back up his FileMaker hosting 
servers. “SafetyNet is exactly what I’ve been looking 
for: in a 5-minute setup, I was able to create a safe and 
simple way to schedule database backups to the cloud. 
I’m extremely impressed with the ease of setup and 
reasonable cost. Well done, 360Works!”

David Pogue, technology columnist for The New 
York Times, writes that online backups are reliable and 
convenient: “Online backup means never having to buy 
or manage backup disks. You can have access to your files 
from any computer anywhere. And above all, your files 
are safe even if disaster should befall your office - like fire, 
flood, burglary”. Until now, FileMaker users had no easy 
access to online backups.
360Works: http://360works.com
SafetyNet: 
http://360works.com/filemaker-offsite-backup/

Springy 1.5.5 Archiving 
utility released
Springy 1.5.5 is a simple and elegant, yet powerful 
archiving utility for Mac OS X. Springy integrates 
seamlessly with the Finder and includes some incredibly 
useful features.

At a glance, users have the ability to see the contents 
of an archive or disk image without being forced to 
extract any file from it, add, and/or extract files of 
choice from an existing archive or disk image, as well 
as previewing them. All archiving tasks can be done via 
Drag and Drop using Finder-alike application or through 
Springy’s Finder contextual menu.

This makes Springy an excellent archiving utility, 
particularly where ease of use is desired. If you can find 
your way through bunch of files in Finder, you would do 
so in Springy in matter of seconds:

Springy Features at a glance:
 • Open and browse the contents of an archive or disk 

image without being forced to extract any file from it.
 • Quickly extract all files or only files of choice from an 

archive or disk image.
 • Modify the contents of an existing archive or disk 

image on the fly: add, overwrite, delete and rename 
files in the archive or disk image.

 • Full Drag & Drop support for archiving and extracting 
from and into Mac OS X Finder.

 • Edit and modify any file in an archive or disk image by 
double click.

 • Live preview of many types of files inside archive, 
without extracting.

 • Archiving and extracting tasks may be accomplished 
quickly and efficiently using Finder contextual menu.

 • Browsing files in archives and disk images and 
extracting particular file or folder using hierarchical 
Finder contextual menu.

 • Support for all most widely used archiving and 
compression formats: ZIP, TAR, RAR, PAX, CPIO, CPGZ, 
GZIP, BZIP2, UNIX Compress, SIT, JAR and DMG and 
ISO disk images. Support for more will come in future 
releases.

SafetyNet works hand-in-hand with FileMaker 
Server. Once installed as a plugin on a FileMaker Server, 
SafetyNet watches for changes to the scheduled 
backup sets. When new files are detected, SafetyNet 
automatically compresses and transfers the latest 
backups to Amazon’s secure off-site digital storage 
facilities using SSL encryption. As with any effective, 
reliable backup solutions, SafetyNet requires no user 
intervention after the initial setup. It works automatically 
to guarantee that the latest versions of users’ files are 
safely stored on a remote server, and will e-mail the 
administrator in the event of a backup failure (and 
optionally, on backup success).

SafetyNet includes a web-based control panel 
that can be accessed from anywhere in the world. 
Administrators can monitor real-time backup progress, 
view a list of all offsite files, download files from backup, 
and even do one-click restores to FileMaker Server which 
will safely archive live files and replace them with the 
selected backup file.

http://360works.com
http://360works.com/filemaker-offsite-backup/


AppleUsers Spotlight | Issue 2, September 2009 16

What's New

further development and improvements. Licensed users 
take priority in support and feature requests.

Licensing:
To use Springy application with archives bigger than 
50MB in size, or archives that contain more than 500 files 
or folders, and to browse archive or disk image using 
Finder Contextual Menu plug-in , users need to purchase 
and license the application.
Springy 1.5.5: http://www.springyarchiver.com

Jim Dalrymple Launches New 
Website
LoopInsight today announced the formal launch of 
The Loop, a website dedicated to technology news 
and events with heavy emphasis placed on Apple, 
its products, and its market. Founded by Apple and 
technology industry veteran and personality, Jim 
Dalrymple, The Loop provides comprehensive and 
insightful news, editorial, and commentary on iPhone, 
iPod, Macintosh, associated third-party software and 
accessories, Apple itself, and industry trends in which it is 
involved.

The Loop is an innovative continuation of 
Dalrymple’s 15 plus years of work with the venerable 
MacCentral, and then Macworld. The Loop also provides 
intuitive, easy-to-understand coverage on topics 
including music recording on the Mac, and how to 
get the best from a variety of software and hardware 
products.

“I’m absolutely thrilled to launch The Loop and 
provide news and editorial coverage as seen from a more 

reader-friendly set of eyes,” said The Loop publisher and 
CEO, Jim Dalrymple. “The Loop isn’t about just covering 
news and product launches; it’s also about providing a 
holistic approach to technology so the reader gets the 
most practical, useful, and enjoyable experience from the 
products he or she uses, especially those from Apple.”

The Loop publishes content regularly throughout 
the day. Moreover, The Loop is accepting advertising 
from those interested in building product and brand 
awareness among a highly qualified and active 
readership. For more information, visit The Loop website.

The Loop has a variety of meanings. For some reading 
the site it could be a reference to the street upon which 
Apple is located. To others it could be the fact they are 
being kept “in the loop” through its stories and coverage. 
For all its meanings, the Loop isn’t like other Mac and 
technology Web sites. Founded by Apple and technology 
industry veteran and personality, Jim Dalrymple, The 
Loop provides comprehensive and insightful news, 
editorial, and commentary on iPhone, iPod, Macintosh, 
associated third-party software and accessories, Apple 
itself, and industry trends in which it is involved.
The Loop: http://www.loopinsight.com

New in version 1.5.5:
 • Full interoperability with popular Path Finder 

application. Springy contextual menu commands are 
again available in Path Finder (contextual menu plug-
in only).

 • Option to show Springy contextual menu in the root 
of the Finder contextual menu, or in a standard “More” 
submenu, like Apple intended (contextual menu 
plug-in only).

 • Faster response when pausing and cancelling creation 
and modification of archives (especially noteable with 
compressed TAR, PAX and CPIO archives).

 • Fixed bug which caused false recognition of some 
rare ZIP archives as RAR archives and subsequent 
erroneous processing.

System Requirements:
Mac OS X 10.4.4 or later for Macintosh computers with 
Intel processor or Mac OS X 10.4 or later for Macintosh 
computers with PowerPC processor

Macintosh with PowerPC G3, G4 or G5 processor or 
any Macintosh computer with Intel processor

Minimum 256 MB of RAM and Minimum 20 MB free 
space on hard disk (for both application and Contextual 
Menu plug-in)

Pricing and Availability:
The price for Springy starts at US$19.95 for single license, 
US$24.95 for family license and US$34.95 for site license. 
The quantity discount is available for site licenses. These 
prices include both Springy application and Contextual 
Menu plug-in. Users can enjoy Springy in almost its 
full functionality for free; it will never expire, with no 
reminders to register. By licensing Springy, support 

Tidy up! 2: Duplicate Finder 
& Disk Tidying
Mac applications publisher Hyperbolic Software has 
announced Tidy Up! 2, the latest version of the company’s 
award-winning duplicate finder and disk tidying utility. 
For a limited time, the regular price of US$39 is being 
reduced to US$30.

http://www.springyarchiver.com/
http://www.loopinsight.com/
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Pricing and Availability:
Version 2 of Tidy Up! requires OSX 10.5 or greater; for 
machines running earlier versions of Tiger and Leopard, 
Tidy Up! versions 1.2.11 and 1.4.10 are still available. For 
a limited time, Tidy Up! 2 can be purchased for US$30 
instead of the regular US$39; users of Tidy Up! version 1.x 
can upgrade for US$20.
Tidy Up! 2: 
http://www.hyperbolicsoftware.com/TidyUp.html

TheMacBundles announces 
new program
MacEase Software is pleased to announce that 
TheMacBundles has initiated a new program of weekly 
special offerings of high quality standalone titles at the 
lowest prices available anywhere. The TheMacBundles’ 

new marketing model for bundles has brought 
unprecedented value to consumers while also returning 
to developers an exceptionally high percentage of 
the revenue produced by the sale of their software. 
TheMacBundles is bringing the same philosophy to the 
marketing of standalone titles.

TheMacBundles has received widespread praise from 
journalists, Mac users, and software developers for its 
unique marketing model. When selling standalone titles, 
TheMacBundles:

 • Eliminates the middlemen and this results in a 
better value for consumers and more revenue being 
provided to the developers that created the software

 • Includes only the latest version of the titles that it sells
 • Sells only titles that are premium quality software
 • Provides only programs which include the same level 

of support and the same reduced price for upgrades 
that apply to users who paid the full retail price for 
the software

 • Sells the titles at the lowest prices available anywhere
Additionally, any user that purchases a program 

from Weekly Specials will receive a US$5 discount if they 
order the August bundle at the same time. To make it 
easy for users to stay informed about the latest special 
offerings, they can sign-up for a new opt-in mailing list on 
TheMacBundles’ homepage.
TheMacBundles: http://www.TheMacBundles.com
MacEase: http://www.MacEase.com

Tidy Up! has become a must-have utility for Mac 
owners seeking to reclaim disk space being taken up by 
duplicate files and packages. Employing a fast search 
algorithm that quickly scans any mounted drive volumes 
(hard drives, optical discs and portable drives) without 
writing an index, Tidy Up! locates duplicate items using a 
wide range of criteria including: owner application, time 
created or modified, name, label, extension and content.

Tidy Up! also offers the capability to scan the 
databases of popular Apple applications such as iPhoto, 
Aperture, iTunes and Mail. Tidy Up! makes use of “Smart 
Baskets” for quick and easy organization of found items, 
with the ability to trash, move or archive duplicates, as 
well as the option to export a list of found items as HTML 
or text files. 

Version 2 of Tidy Up! introduces nearly 50 new 
features to this already comprehensive tool. Among the 
key improvements are:

 • A new Basic Search mode with over 90 predefined 
search types

 • EXIF information supported through new search 
criteria and Smart Basket criteria

 • The ability to exclude any supported applications 
(iTunes, iPhoto, Aperture and Mail) from the search, 
allowing for identification of items not included in 
their databases

 • Smart Basket capability to identify items belonging to 
a particular album, playlist or mailbox

 • Moved and trashed items may now be replaced with 
an alias or symbolic link

 • A new and improved interface, including additional 
information displayed when selecting a found item

 • New user manual

http://www.hyperbolicsoftware.com/TidyUp.html
http://www.TheMacBundles.com/
http://www.MacEase.com/
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Eye-Fi has extended its line of Wi-Fi-enabled memory 
cards with the US$60 Geo model, which combines 
support for iPhoto with geotagging - the addition of 
geographic coordinates to a photo – at a relatively low 
price. The location data works with iPhoto ‘09’s Places 
feature to position photos on a map. Eye-Fi sells a line of 
cards from US$50 to US$150 with varying features; this 
model will be available only from the online and retail 
Apple Stores.

The Geo automatically either transfers images to a 
folder on your Mac or imports the pictures into iPhoto. 
For an extra US$10 per year, the Geo can be upgraded 
to upload images over the Internet to photo-sharing 
services, including MobileMe and Flickr. Eye-Fi also sells 
a model with local and Internet photo uploading and 
geotagging; it costs a flat US$100, and also provides 
video uploads.

The Eye-Fi firmware originally uploaded every photo 
you took to a computer or an online service. A software 
update earlier this year lets you use the protect or lock 
feature that’s available in most digital cameras to select 
which pictures to upload (see “Eye-Fi Pro Card Adds Raw 
Uploads, Computer Transfers,” 2009-06-10).

Eye-Fi embeds a Wi-Fi radio and a processor into a 
Secure Digital (SD) card. The Geo sports 2 GB of storage; 
other models have as much as 4 GB. The Eye-Fi has to be 
configured with the company’s software while mounted 
on a computer, but can then automatically connect to 
networks you’ve programmed it to recognise and for 
which you provided Wi-Fi passwords.

The geotagging feature relies on Skyhook Wireless’s 
system for associating a snapshot of Wi-Fi network 
identifiers and signal strengths with latitude and 
longitude –  it’s not using GPS and so it will work only 
when you’re within range of a Wi-Fi network that 
Skyhook has mapped. Skyhook’s system underpins 
the Wi-Fi positioning feature in iPhone OS 1.1.3 and 
later, and is used in various Mac OS X, Windows, and 
Android software as well. (See “Loki Here,” 2007-06-18, for 
background on Skyhook’s system.)

We’ve written about Eye-Fi extensively because of 
its Mac support. Adam Engst wasn’t fond of the Eye-Fi 
features as of a year ago –  see “Why I Hate the Eye-
Fi Share Wireless SD Card,” 2008-08-18 –  while I was 
generally positive –  see “Why I Like the Eye-Fi Explore 
Wireless SD Card,” 2008-08-18. Newer software and 
hardware have modified our opinions slightly.

Eye-Fi’s Geo Targets Apple for Wireless photo Transfers
Glenn Fleishman <glenn@tidbits.com>

Picture 1: Eye-Fi Geo

http://www.eye.fi/apple/
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10339
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10339
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9017
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9737
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9737
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9738
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9738
http://www.glennf.com/
mailto:glenn@tidbits.com
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Ah, it seems like only yesterday that Apple made my just-
released book on .Mac obsolete with their unexpected 
introduction of MobileMe (see “MobileMe Oh My (or, 
Apple Breaks Record in Making My Book Obsolete),” 2008-
06-09). But clearly, Apple has continued to watch me 
carefully, because now, less than a week after we released 
version 1.1 of “Take Control of MobileMe,” the company 
has begun offering their free MobileMe iDisk app for 
the iPhone and iPod touch. We knew it was coming 
eventually, of course, since Apple announced it back in 
June, but we had no idea exactly when it would drop and 
didn’t want to hold off publication of the updated book 
indefinitely. (But don’t worry, we have readers covered, as 
I explain later.)

My inconvenience aside, I’m delighted to see the app, 
and I can report from one day’s use that it appears to do 
what it promises to do quite well.

The app is so simple, straightforward and obvious, it’s 
hard to imagine why we haven’t had something like it all 
along. It lets you view the files on your iDisk (or another 
user’s public folder) from your mobile device –  and share 
your iDisk-hosted files with others by emailing links to 
the files, much like you can do from the MobileMe Web 
site (see “Apple Adds iDisk Sharing Feature to MobileMe,” 

Apple releases MobileMe iDisk app for iphone and ipod touch
Joe Kissell <joe@tidbits.com>

2009-02-13). The app requires an iPhone or iPod touch 
(any model) with iPhone OS 3.0 or higher as well as, 
naturally, a MobileMe membership.

The first time you use the app, it asks for your 
MobileMe member name and password. It then shows a 
list of all the folders on your iDisk, and you can navigate 
through the hierarchy as in any other iPhone app.

Tap the name of any file to download and display it. 
The app supports all the usual file types, such as PDF, 
text, rich text, Microsoft Office, iWork ‘09 and most 
popular audio, video and graphics formats.

As you download files, the app keeps cached copies 
so you can view them repeatedly without waiting for 
them to download again. The cache size is adjustable 
from 50 to 200 MB. Unfortunately, caching doesn’t apply 
to audio and video files. Those are always streamed 
from your iDisk rather than being copied to your mobile 
device.

To share a file, you tap a sharing icon, enter one or 
more email addresses, optionally change the subject 
and enter a message (just as in the mobile Mail app). To 
change the expiration date (one month ahead by default) 
or add password protection, tap the Options field, make 
the desired changes and then tap Email Link at the top.

Picture 1: iDisk iPhone App

http://db.tidbits.com/article/9650
http://db.tidbits.com/article/9650
http://www.takecontrolbooks.com/mobileme?pt=TB989
http://itunes.com/apps/mobilemeidisk
http://db.tidbits.com/article/10070
mailto:joe%40tidbits.com?subject=
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The iDisk app also enables you to delete files, 
view any user’s public folder (as well as saving a list of 
frequently accessed public folders), view all your shared 
files (regardless of where they are on your iDisk) and see 
all recently viewed files.

Unfortunately, the iDisk app doesn’t let you move 
files to other locations on your iDisk, rename them or 
edit them –  not even simple text files. If you need any of 
these additional features, or the option to access other 
WebDAV servers, you can try any of numerous third-party 
apps that offer iDisk access. The downside to most third-
party iDisk apps is that they require any file you share to 
first be downloaded to your iPhone or iPod touch and 

then sent as an attachment (so you must wait for it to 
transfer twice!). In other cases, you can email a link, but 
only to a file in your public folder or to a file that’s been 
uploaded to a third-party server. By contrast, Apple’s iDisk 
app lets you email a link to any file already on your iDisk 
(whether in your public folder or not) –  without having 
to download it to your iPhone/iPod touch at all.

Of course, I’ve been doing the same thing for more 
than a year already, thanks to SugarSync, which I 
described in “SugarSync Sweetens Online Syncing” (2008-
08-30). Although SugarSync works just fine for what it 
does, it doesn’t connect to an iDisk (relying instead on 
the developer’s own online storage system). For those 

who store files on their iDisk for easy sharing and syncing 
between Macs, this new iPhone app is going to be 
immensely useful.

As for the now-outdated book, since we knew this 
app was coming sooner or later, we have a plan in place 
to update the book with the latest information. In fact, 
I’ve already written the new material (some of which I 
excerpted in this article), and I’ve put it on the web for 
owners of “Take Control of MobileMe,” version 1.1. Simply 
click the Check for Updates button on the first page of 
the PDF and then click the Blog tab –  it’s all in there, 
and we’ll create a revised PDF as soon as our schedule 
permits.

http://db.tidbits.com/article/9751
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Add Skype 2.8 to the list of programs that let you remotely observe another 
computer’s screen. The latest Mac OS X-compatible release of the Internet telephony 
and video chat program brings remote viewing of a buddy’s screen, along with an 
interesting per-minute fee for Wi-Fi access at commercial hotspots. Both features are 
available in release versions only for the Mac; the current Windows 4.1 beta offers 
screen sharing.

Screen Sharing
Skype 2.8’s screen sharing lets you share your screen with a buddy, who can only 
observe, not interfere (consider the Prime Directive!). This may be enough for 
demonstrating a point or answering a question, but insufficient for technical support 
or collaboration.

Instead of requiring that you share an entire 
screen, Skype’s approach lets you share just part 
of a screen via a floating window that you can 
resize during an active session. You initiate screen 
sharing by selecting a buddy, and then choosing 
Share Full Screen or Share Selection from the 
Call > Share Screen menu. You can also initiate 
screen sharing if you’re already in a session with 
someone from the gear pull-down menu.

In our testing, Skype’s screen-sharing feature 
worked – even during the beta period – when 
iChat was incapable of starting a screen-sharing 
session no matter which party initiated and who 
had control. (iChat screen sharing always adds 
control to the party viewing a screen, just like 
LogMeIn Free for Mac. Timbuktu Pro has observe 
and control modes, with separately configurable 
permissions.)

Skype 2.8 Adds Screen Sharing, per-Minute Wi-Fi
Glenn Fleishman <glenn@tidbits.com>

Picture 1: Skype Screen Sharing Picture 2: Skype Screen Sharing Menu

http://www.skype.com/download/skype/macosx/
http://share.skype.com/sites/en/2009/05/skype_4_1_beta_for_windows.html
http://share.skype.com/sites/en/2009/05/skype_4_1_beta_for_windows.html
http://www.apple.com/macosx/what-is-macosx/ichat.html
https://secure.logmein.com/products/free/mac/
http://www.netopia.com/software/products/tb2/
mailto:glenn@tidbits.com
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Hotspot Access
Skype 2.8 also brings Wi-Fi hotspot access for your Mac at for-fee locations around the 

world, paid by the minute from credit in your Skype account. Skype Access, as the feature 
is called, works with 100,000 hotspots worldwide, enabled by Boingo Wireless.

When you’re at a hotspot supported by the software, a message appears offering you 
access. I’ve seen this pop up in Starbucks, which is operated by AT&T as part of about 
20,000 U.S. locations the telecom firm serves.

Rates are very high: in U.S. currency, it’s 19 cents per minute, or in the euro zone, 14 
euro cents per minute (value-added tax may be added depending on country). That’s 
US$11.40 per hour (plus tax), which contrasts unfavourably to day rates of US$4 from 
AT&T throughout its U.S. network and as much as US$30 per day in the most expensive 
European hotels. Hotels and airports more typically charge US$8 to US$15 per night. 
Boingo charges its direct subscribers US$10 per month for unlimited access in North 
America, and $59 per month for 2,000 minutes per month of usage worldwide. Neither 
plan requires a commitment beyond one month.

For casual use, such as 5 to 10 minutes of hopping on at a given location, Skype’s 
pricing relative to most day rates is far more worthwhile.

Skype also claims that voice and video quality have been improved in the latest 
release, but I haven’t seen a difference in my use.

Skype Access

http://www.skype.com/intl/en/allfeatures/skypeaccess/
https://support.skype.com/faq/FA10010/How-much-does-it-cost-to-use-Skype-Access-on-Skype-for-Mac
http://www.att.com/gen/general?pid=5949
http://www.att.com/gen/general?pid=5949
http://www.boingo.com/what-is-boingo.php
http://www.designhouse.com.au
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Apple announced that Mac OS X v10.6 Snow Leopard will go on sale Friday 28 August at 
Apple’s retail stores and Apple Authorised Resellers, and that Apple’s online store is now 
accepting pre-orders. Snow Leopard builds on a decade of OS X innovation and success 
with hundreds of refinements, new core technologies and out of the box support for 
Microsoft Exchange. Snow Leopard will be available as an upgrade for Mac OS X Leopard 
users for recommended retail price (RRP) AU$39 inc GST.

“Snow Leopard builds on our most successful operating system ever and we’re happy 
to get it to users earlier than expected,” said Bertrand Serlet, Apple’s senior vice president 
of Software Engineering. “For just AU$39 inc GST, Leopard users get a smooth upgrade to 
the world’s most advanced operating 
system and the only system with built 
in Exchange support.”

To create Snow Leopard, Apple 
engineers refined 90 percent of 
the more than 1,000 projects that 
make up Mac OS X. Users will notice 
refinements including a more 
responsive Finder; Mail that loads 
messages up to twice as fast;* Time 
Machine with an up to 80 percent 
faster initial backup;* a Dock with 
Exposé integration; QuickTime X with a redesigned player that allows users to easily view, 
record, trim and share video; and a 64-bit version of Safari 4 that is up to 50 percent** 
faster and resistant to crashes caused by plug-ins. Snow Leopard is half the size of the 
previous version and frees up to 7GB of drive space once installed.

Ships on 28 August

Picture 1: Snow Leopard 

Snow Leopard
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For the first time, system applications including 
Finder, Mail, iCal, iChat and Safari are 64-bit and Snow 
Leopard’s support for 64-bit processors makes use of 
large amounts of RAM, increases performance and 
improves security while remaining compatible with 32-
bit applications. Grand Central Dispatch (GCD) provides 
a revolutionary new way for software developers to write 
applications that take advantage of multicore processors. 
OpenCL, a C-based open standard, allows developers to 
tap the incredible power of the graphics processing unit 
for tasks that go beyond graphics.

Snow Leopard is the only desktop operating system 
with built in support for Microsoft Exchange Server 2007, 
and it allows you to use Mac OS X Mail, Address Book 
and iCal to send and receive email, create and respond 
to meeting invitations, and search and manage contacts 
with global address lists. Exchange information works 
seamlessly within Snow Leopard so users can also take 
advantage of OS X only features such as fast Spotlight 
searches and Quick Look previews.

Mac OS X Server Snow Leopard, the next major 
release of the world’s easiest to use server operating 
system will also go on sale Friday 28 August. Snow 
Leopard Server includes innovative new features such 
as Podcast Producer 2 and Mobile Access Server and 
is priced more affordably than ever at AU$699 inc GST 
with unlimited client licenses. More information and full 
system requirements for Snow Leopard Server can be 
found at www.apple.com.au/server/macosx/.

Pricing & Availability 
Mac OS X version 10.6 Snow Leopard will be available 
as an upgrade to Mac OS X version 10.5 Leopard on 
28 August at Apple’s retail stores and through Apple 
Authorised Resellers, and online pre-orders can be 
made through Apple’s online store (www.apple.com.
au) starting today. The Snow Leopard single user license 
will be available for a recommended retail price of 
AU$39 inc GST and the Snow Leopard Family Pack, a 
single household, five-user license, will be available for 
a recommended price of AU$69 inc GST. For Tiger users 
with an Intel-based Mac, the Mac Box Set includes Mac 

OS X Snow Leopard, iLife ’09 and iWork ’09 and will be 
available for a recommended price of AU$229 inc GST 
and a Family Pack is available for a suggested price of 
AU$299 inc GST.

The Mac OS X Snow Leopard Up-to-Date upgrade 
package is available to all customers who purchased 
a qualifying new Mac system from Apple or an Apple 
Authorised Reseller between 8 June 2009 and the end 
of the program on 26 December 2009, for a product plus 
shipping and handling fee of AU$14.95 inc GST. Users 
must request their Up-to-Date upgrade within 90 days of 
purchase or by 26 December 2009, whichever comes first. 
For more information please visit www.apple.com.au/
macosx/uptodate. Snow Leopard requires a minimum of 
1GB of RAM and is designed to run on any Mac computer 
with an Intel processor. Full system requirements can be 
found at www.apple.com.au/macosx/specs.html.

Testing Notes
*Testing conducted by Apple in August 2009 comparing 
prerelease Mac OS X v10.6 Snow Leopard with shipping 
Mac OS X v10.5.8 Leopard on a shipping 2.0 GHz 
MacBook system and a shipping 2.66 GHz iMac system, 
both configured with 2GB of RAM. Performance will vary 
based on system configuration, network, file sizes, data 
sets and other factors.

**Testing conducted by Apple in August 2009 
comparing 64-bit Safari 4 to 32-bit Safari 4 on prerelease 
Mac OS X v10.6 Snow Leopard on a shipping 2.0 
GHz MacBook system and a shipping 2.66 GHz iMac 
system, both configured with 2GB of RAM. JavaScript 
benchmarks based on the SunSpider Performance test. 
Performance will vary based on system configuration, 
network connection, and other factors.

Picture 2: Snow Leopard with Exchange Support

Picture 3: Snow Leopard Server

http://www.apple.com.au/server/macosx/
http://www.apple.com.au
http://www.apple.com.au
http://www.apple.com.au/macosx/uptodate
http://www.apple.com.au/macosx/uptodate
http://www.apple.com.au/macosx/specs.html
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CreativeTech has traditionally provided outsourced 
Mac IT support to graphic design firms, advertising 
agencies, in-house creative departments, photography 
studios, marketing and PR firms, web design studios and 
video houses in Seattle. They have recently branched 
out to provide free online courses that are available to 
participants worldwide.

Each class lasts 90 minutes, with 30 minutes at the 
end for questions. Past attendees noted that the Q&A can 
often be the most beneficial part of the sessions.

CreativeTech use GoToWebinar to provide the training 
courses. It has a limit of 1,000 attendees per class and 
they regularly reach that limit quickly, so be sure to 
register early and log in at least 15 minutes prior to each 
class to ensure your place.

To join the courses, you’ll need to sign up for the 
special weekly email notifications created for the 
appropriate course.

If you can’t attend a class or want a copy to refer to at 
a later date, a high-resolution recording of each class is 
available from CreativeTech for a small fee.

CreativeTech are holding the following four free 
online courses this September.

Free creativeTech online training courses
Nicholas Pyers

http://creativetechs.com/tipsblog/
https://www.gotowebinar.com/
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Six-Month Photoshop Course
Instructor: Jason Hoppe
Class Dates: 3 September 2009 – 25 March 2010
Class Times: Fridays, 2am AWST/4am AEST
Link: Photoshop Course Details
CreativeTech’s first free course was a 10-week course 
on Photoshop, but now they are offering an extremely 
comprehensive six-month course starting at the beginner 
level and working up to advanced features.
The topics have been grouped into 5-week segments 
building from basic fundamentals, up to some fairly 
advanced techniques. Then just before the holiday season 
they’ll have a fun diversion for some digital scrapbooking 
topics.

Ten-Week Digital Photography Course
Instructor: John Greengo
Class Dates: 3 September – 5 November 2009
Class Times: Fridays, 2am AWST/4am AEST
Link: Digital Photography Course Details
This course will introduce attendees to the basics of 
using a digital camera and will cover the following 
topics: Introduction, Digital Cameras, Lenses, Exposure I, 
Exposure II, Focus, Aesthetics I, Aesthetics II, The Gadget 
Bag and Full Exposure.

Ten-Week Lightroom Course
Instructor: Steve Laskevitch
Class Dates: 15 September – 17 November 2009
Class Times: Tuesdays, 2am AWST/4am AEST
Link: Lightroom Course Details
Steve will teach people how to get the most of Adobe’s 
photo management application Lightroom. Check out the 
CreativeTech website closer to the commencement of the 
course for the weekly topics.

Ten-Week Dreamweaver Course
Instructor: Erik Fadiman
Class Dates: 22 September – 24 November 2009
Class Times: Tuesdays, 6am AWST/8am AEST
Link: Dreamweaver Course Details
Learn how to use Dreamweaver to design, create and 
publish your own personal or corporate website. The 
weekly topics will be posted to CreativeTech’s website 
closer to the start date.

Four free online training courses in September

http://creativetechs.com/tipsblog/free-6-month-photoshop-course/
http://creativetechs.com/tipsblog/free-10-week-digital-photography-course/
http://creativetechs.com/tipsblog/free-10-week-lightroom-course/
http://creativetechs.com/tipsblog/free-10-week-dreamweaver-course/
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T aking notes frequently? Feel that the built-in 
Stickies is a bit messy and Word or Pages 
are too cumbersome for your notes? Then 

you’ve got to check this out. TopXNote offers a 
simple solution to help you take notes easily and 
systematically. For random use of note taking, 
the built-in Stickies may be enough, but if you 
have lots of notes to take everyday, you may find 
yourself lost in numerous stickies. TopXNotes is 
here to help you! It provides a handy note taker, 
a convenient note viewer and a powerful note 
organiser to get the job done.  
 - Jimmy Li Junping

Note taking
Like Stickies, TopXNotes’ notepad is quite clean and easily 
accessible. Just hit Command + N and a new notepad 
pops up instantly and you are ready to go. You can play 
around with font size, font colour, colour emphasis and 
background colour alignment all in the same simple 
window that is easy and straightforward to use. You can 
even directly drag any text or link from the document 
you are viewing and drop it to your notepad. Cool, hah? 
Even cooler is that it automatically saves your notes. 
In case of a computer crash, you can still restore your 
notes. It also allows you 
to import and export 
your notes in txt and rtf 
formats, with the hope it 
will support exporting to 
more formats, like Word, 
PDF and Pages in the 
future.

Note viewing 
TopXNotes offers 
features like MultiView 
and QuickNotes for 
viewing your notes easily 
and straightforwardly.  
MultiView enables you 

review: 
TopXNotes

http://www.tropic4.com/
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to have column-like view for viewing multiple notes in 
the same window. This feature is helpful when you want 
to compare your notes or jot down different notes at the 
same time. With a simple click of a button at the bottom 
of you note, the software will expand another notepad 
right next to your current notepad and you can keep 
doing so until the notepads fill your window. QuickNotes 
is a feature that enables you to assign your favourite 
notes and access them whenever you want. It is a floating 
palette on top of all other windows. With a click at the 
palette your favourite notes would pop up so that you 
don’t need to come back and forth between your note 
taker and the document you are reading. 

Note organising
One of the outstanding features of TopXNotes is its 
powerful NoteOrganizer. You do not need to worry about 
where you put your notes. TopXNotes organises all your 
notes in a single window. It offers you a detailed list view 
of all your notes, so that you can see the names, created 
dates and modified dates of all your notes in one window 
and sort them in different catalogues. If you have lots of 
notes, you can even put your notes into different groups 
like Grocery Shopping Notes and Family Medical Notes 
and assign them in different categories like Quick Note 
and iPod Note. With TopXNotes, your notes are always 
organised. 

Other features 
Other features include Templates and Samples, Password 
Protection and iPod Sync. The software comes with 
various templates and sample notes that other similar 
programs do not. These are good because you do not 
have to think about the layout of your notes. Just pick a 
template like grocery list, website, banking information, 
etc, and replace the content with yours. Then you are 
ready to go. 

Got notes you don't want to share with others? Then 
use passwords to protect them! You can set a password 
for access to the application or set different passwords for 
just your important notes. The user can assign a password 
for all notes within the same group. 

What is more, TopXNotes can put your notes on your 
iPod Classic so you have them on the go. 

In conclusion, TopXNotes is a handy note taking 
software. It does everything it says. It is quite easy and 
straightforward to use. You do not need to take a long 
time to read the manual to figure out how to get started. 
Just download it and open it to learn how to use it. 
Most of its functions are quite intuitive. The software 
offers exclusive features like NoteOrganizer, MultiView, 
QuickNotes and templates, which make taking notes 
much earlier. However, its poor graphic design is poor: 
the interface is rough, and the display font and the icons 
make the application seem like something from the last 
decade.

http://www.tropic4.com/
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Final Cut Studio updates

A pple recently announced a significant update 
to Final Cut Studio with more than 100 new 
features and new versions of Final Cut Pro, Motion, 

Soundtrack Pro, Color and Compressor. Final Cut Studio 
features Final Cut Pro 7 which expands Apple’s ProRes 
codec family to support virtually any workflow and 
includes Easy Export for one step output to a variety 
of formats and iChat Theater support for real-time 
collaboration. Motion 4 includes enhanced tools such as 
3D shadows, reflections and depth of field for stunning 
motion graphics and visual effects, and Soundtrack Pro 
3 features new multi-track audio tools to streamline 
audio post-production. Color 1.5 includes better Final 

Cut Pro integration and support for full colour resolution, 
and Compressor 3.5 adds new features that make it 
easy to set up and customise your export options. At a 
recommended retail price of AU$1499 inc GST, the new 
Final Cut Studio is AU$199 less than the previous release 
and is also available as an upgrade for just AU$449 inc 
GST.

“With 1.4 million users and 50 per cent of the market*, 
Final Cut Pro is the number one professional video 
editing application,” said Philip Schiller, Apple’s senior 
vice president of Worldwide Product Marketing. “The new 
Final Cut Studio includes more than 100 new features 
and dramatically expands Apple’s ProRes family of codecs 
so editors can work in the studio with the highest quality 
video or on location at low bandwidths.”

Final Cut Pro 7

Apple updates Final cut 
Studio with More Than 100 
New Features

Final Cut Pro Studio

Final Cut Pro

Final Cut Pro 7, the latest version of Apple’s Emmy Award-
winning editing software, includes new versions of 
Apple’s ProRes codecs to support virtually any workflow 
with the addition of: ProRes Proxy, for offline and mobile 
editing at low bandwidth; ProRes LT, for general purpose 
editing; and ProRes 4444 for editing and visual effects 

http://www.apple.com/finalcutstudio/finalcutpro
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at the highest quality possible. Easy Export allows users 
to continue working on projects while encoding is 
done in the background and the sequence is exported 
to YouTube, MobileMe™, iPhone™, iPod, Apple TV, 
DVD or Blu-ray. iChat Theater support allows real time 
collaboration by sharing Final Cut timelines or individual 
source clips with iChat users anywhere in the world, 
even if they don’t have a copy of Final Cut Pro. Other new 
features include new speed tools to change clip speed 
with ease, alpha transitions to create dramatic effects 
using moving mattes, and native AVC-Intra support for 
the latest high quality Panasonic cameras.

Motion 4
Motion 4 extends award-winning, easy-to-use animation 
tools so video editors can quickly create everything from 
basic titles to animated credit rolls to stunning motion 
graphics. Enhancing 3D compositions is faster than 
ever with new customisable features that add point and 
spotlights to cast realistic shadows or turn any shape, 
video plane or paint stroke into a reflective surface. 
Motion 4 gives editors the flexibility to adjust the depth 
of field within a 3D canvas by selectively highlighting a 
single object or using multiple objects to create a racking 
focus effect.

Soundtrack Pro

Soundtrack Pro 3
Soundtrack Pro 3 adds powerful new audio editing tools 
including Voice Level Match which extracts volume 
information from the vocal content of one clip and 
applies it to another without altering any other audio 
content so editors can easily correct mismatched voice 
levels. An enhanced File Editor includes new tools 
to make sophisticated edits and fine tune volume 
adjustments by targeting specific frequencies such as 
the rustle of a paper or the bump of a desk without 
affecting dialogue. The new Advanced Time Stretch 
feature stretches and compresses audio with incredible 

Motion

http://www.apple.com/finalcutstudio/motion
http://www.apple.com/finalcutstudio/soundtrackpro/
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precision using three Apple-designed algorithms or other 
algorithms available as third party plug-ins.

Color 1.5, Apple’s easy to use professional grading 
application, now works with a greater range of sequences 
and effects from Final Cut Pro and an integrated workflow 
allows editors to complete projects entirely within Final 
Cut Studio. New 4K support works natively with files from 
cameras such as the RED ONE and outputs directly to 
ProRes for HD or DPX for film. Expanded support for new 
high quality formats includes AVC-Intra, XDCAM 422 and 
ProRes 4444, for grading with the maximum amount of 
colour information.

Compressor 3.5
Compressor 3.5 makes encoding and delivering in 
multiple formats easier than ever with the ability to 
automatically detect QuickTime settings and create an 
Easy Export template or a mini “droplet” on the desktop 
that automates specific Compressor actions. New, 
customisable sharing options make it easy to publish 
to YouTube and MobileMe, or export for iPhone, iPod, 
Apple TV and mobile phones. For the highest quality HD 
material, menu templates and encoding presets make 
it fast and easy to create Blu-ray discs. Final Cut Studio 
also includes DVD Studio Pro, a powerful DVD authoring 
environment with drag and drop tools, on-screen editing 
and real-time previews.

Soundtrack Pro and Compressor are also available as 
part of the new Logic Studio, allowing Final Cut and Logic 
users to collaborate and share files.

Final Cut Server 1.5
Apple today also introduced Final Cut Server 1.5, the 
asset management and automation tool for Final Cut 
Studio. Final Cut Server 1.5 includes powerful new 
features like lightweight, offline editing with ProRes 
Proxy, production hierarchies to organize media, and 
support for still sequences to easily view and manage 
image sequences for graphics and effects workflows. 
Final Cut Server now includes unlimited client licences 
and is available for $1499 inc GST or as a AU$449 inc GST 
upgrade for existing users.

Pricing & Availability
Final Cut Studio is now available through the Apple Store, 
Apple’s retail stores and Apple Authorised Resellers for 
a recommended retail price of AU$1499 inc GST and 
existing Final Cut Studio and Final Cut Pro users can 
upgrade for a recommended retail price of AU$449 inc 
GST. Full system requirements and more information 
on Final Cut Studio can be found at www.apple.com.
au/finalcutstudio. Final Cut Server 1.5 is now available 
through the Apple Store, Apple’s retail stores and Apple 
Authorised Resellers and includes unlimited client 
licences for a recommended retail price of AU$1499 inc 
GST and existing Final Cut Server users can upgrade for 
recommended retail price of AU$449 inc GST. Full system 
requirements and more information on Final Cut Server 
can be found at www.apple.com.au/finalcutserver.

* Based on data from broadcast and professional video 
market research firm SCRI International, Inc. showing 
Apple is the market leader for post-production with 
50 per cent of broadcast and post non-linear editor 
purchases in 2008.

Aussie Legends to rock 
Sydney Apple Store this Sept

Australian rock legends will be rocking at the Sydney 
Apple Store on George Street.

 • Friday 4th: Hoodoo Gurus
 • Friday 11th: To be announced
 • Friday 18th: Mental as Anything
 • Friday 25th: Jimmy Barnes, Ian Moss & Diesel

The ‘iTunes Live in Sydney’ events starts at 9pm and 
admittance is free. There is no need to book, but arrive 
early as places are limited.

Also on Tuesday 2nd from 6pm at the Sydney 
Apple Store you can join cast members for an amusing 
discussion about The Jesters, a darkly comic look behind-
the-scenes of a TV comedy show.
Store location and map:
http://www.apple.com/au/retail/sydney/map/

http://www.apple.com/finalcutstudio/compressor/
http://www.apple.com.au
http://www.apple.com/au/finalcutstudio
http://www.apple.com/au/finalcutstudio
http://www.apple.com.au
http://www.apple.com/au/finalcutserver
http://www.apple.com/au/retail/sydney/map/
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Hiding the menu bar

Desmond Bliss: I use our living room’s LCD TV as a 
monitor for our Mac mini. Within System Preferences 
one can set the Dock to automatically hide and show. Is 
there any way to set the menu bar on the Desktop to also 
automatically hide and show?

With some help, yes. That help takes the form of Chieh 
Cheng’s free MagicMenu 2, a collection of AppleScripts 
that work a little plist magic, likely along the lines 
described by our own Rob Griffiths in early 2007.

Just run the Finder MagicMenu On script, log out of 
your account, log back in, and the menu bar behaves 
much like the Dock when you have the Hiding feature 
turned on. The menu bar is absent until you place your 
cursor in the area once occupied by it. At this point it 
appears.

To undo this, simply run the Finder MagicMenu Off 
script, log out, log back in, and your menu bar remains 
omnipresent.

Put spare hard drives to work

Bill robertson: I have the original Mac Pro that I loaded 
with four 250GB SATA drives. That 1TB of storage filled up 
faster than I thought it would and so I replaced some of 
them with 500GB drives. Things are getting tight again 
and now that prices have come down, I’m thinking of 1TB 
drives. The problem is that I have a lot of old SATA drives 
that are sitting around. What should I do with them?

As we deal with larger files – pictures, audio and video 
– we need places to put them. The CDs and DVDs that 
once seemed so expansive just don’t have the kind of 
capacity that many of us require. That leaves us with hard 
drives. And because hard drives fill up, we increasingly 
find ourselves in situations such as yours – swapping out 
lower-capacity hard drives for more capacious drives. It’s 
silly to toss out these perfectly serviceable older drives. 
So allow me to suggest three ways to put them to use:

 • Data Robotics’ Drobo is a RAID enclosure that 
supports up to four SATA drives of any capacity. Going 
for just over US$350, the Drobo works over a USB 2 
or FireWire 800 connection. The thing to note about 
the Drobo is that it doesn’t provide the accumulated 
capacity of each drive because it’s a redundant system 
– it stores two copies of your data. So, for example, if 
you were to shove four 1TB drives into it, you’d realise 
only about 2.7TB of storage. While it’s a shame to lose 
some of that storage, you’ll cry far fewer tears when 
one of those drives goes bad and it doesn’t take your 
data with it.

 • NewerTech’s Voyager Q. If you don’t need that kind 
of storage and are seeking a way to simply jack in 
one spare SATA drive or another from time to time, 
take a look at NewerTech’s Voyager Q or Voyager 
S2. Priced at US$95 and US$50 respectively, these 
hard drive “enclosures” look and behave like toasters. 
Just connect it to your Mac (the Q supports FireWire 
800/400, USB 2 and eSATA connections while the S 
supports USB 2 and eSATA), shove a 2.5” or 3.5” SATA 

drive into the slot, and the drive mounts on your Mac. 
When you’re done with that drive, drag its icon to the 
Trash, and then push down the Voyager’s lever to pop 
out the drive, just as you’d pop out a slice of toast.

 • External Cases. If you desire a more permanent 
solution, purchase a drive enclosure from an outfit 
such as OWC or NewEgg. These come in a variety of 
flavors – USB 2, eSATA, FireWire 400 and FireWire 800 
(and often a combination of them) – and cost as little 
as US$40.

iCal and shifting time zones

Eric Brown: While traveling recently, I stumbled upon an 
iCal feature that took me by surprise, and not in a good 
way. Changing the computer’s time zone (in the Date 
& Time system preference) changes the time stamp of 
every item – past and future – in my iCal calendar. Since 
I use iCal for my time sheet, it’s pretty strange to look 
back and see that a 10 AM meeting in Vancouver is now 
logged as a 1 PM meeting, just because I’m now in New 
York. And when I log my 9 AM New York meeting, it’ll 
show up as a 6 AM meeting when I return home and 
reset the time zone. Is there a way to set iCal items so 
that the current time zone setting leaves past events 
unchanged?

You’re not the first to be perplexed by this issue. 
Fortunately, Apple’s got your back on this one. Launch 
iCal, choose Preferences from the iCal menu, click the 
Advanced tab, and enable the Turn On Time Zone 

Christopher Breen
Mac 911
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Support option. When you do this, a pop-up menu 
appears in the iCal window’s upper-right corner. This 
pop-up menu displays the time zone configured within 
the Date & Time system preference.

When you change time zones within Date & Time, 
your events will shift, just as you’ve observed. To shift 
them to display in a different time zone, simply click on 
this pop-up menu and choose the time zone you’d like. If 
an appropriate one doesn’t appear, select Other and, in 
the sheet that appears, choose the time zone you want 
and click OK.

Ah, but what if you want to display Vancouver events 
in Vancouver time and New York events in NY time? Easy 
enough. Select the event, press Command-E to cause the 
event edit window to appear, and choose the time zone 
you desire from the Time Zone pop-up menu within the 
edit window (it appears just above the Repeat entry).

Credits
Macworld Senior Editor Christopher Breen is the author 
of “Secrets of the iPod and iTunes” (6th edition), and “The 
iPod and iTunes Pocket Guide” (4th edition) both from 
Peachpit Press and “Mac OS X 10.5 Leopard Essential 
Training (video)” from lynda.com

Find Chris’s books at www.amazon.com and www.
peachpit.com. Get special user group pricing on 
Macworld Magazine. Subscribe today at http://www.
macworld.com/useroffer

BMUG manuals for Mac enthusiasts
Bellarine Mac User Group offers easy-to-read 
manuals focussed on real-world topics 
to help YOU become a real power user...

Unlike other bulky computer books, our coil-bound colour manuals, 
illustrated with helpful screenshots, are designed to sit beside you on 
the desk as you work through and master essential fields of Mac 
knowhow. Learn more about Safari; iMovie HD; Photoshop...

Click on this advert to go to the BMUG website. There you’ll see all 
the available titles, and you can make your choice and purchase them 
by PayPal. We will mail any 3 titles to Australian addresses for $AU20, 
or mail any 2 to an overseas address for $AU20.

A party with 
Magical Bill

A gift 
guaranteed 

to please!
www.kew.hotkey.net.au/~billo

http://www.amazon.com
http://www.peachpit.com
http://www.peachpit.com
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
http://www.macworld.com/useroffer
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Live Quartz 1.8.2
Live Quarts is a simple and powerful free 64 bit 
photo editor for Leopard.  It is based on non 
destructive layers and filters. which are easily 
accessed. These are found to the left of the 
window as well as  an impressive array of filters 
to the right. To edit a photo you simply drag it 
into the window and it will be added as a new 
layer.  LiveQuartz also handles Multi-Touch 
Trackpads LiveQuartz also has all the essential 
tools you’d expect in any editing suit.

Onyx 2.0.5b4
Onyx is a multifunction utility for Mac OS 
X that allows you to verify the Startup 
Disk and the structure of its System files. 
This makes it easy to run a variety of 
maintenance tasks like deleting caches and 
removing files and folders that may become 
cumbersome and more.

I’d encourage Mac users to install OnyX. 
Not only is it completely free but it will help 
you keep your Mac volumes ‘clean’.

The first time you run OnyX it’ll verify 
the S.M.A.R.T status of your disk to prevent 
failure. It then analyzes the structure of your 

volume. Every action is well explained in Onyx’s help guide, so it is suitable for even the 
most inexperienced Mac user.

OnyX is effective at fully cleaning your files including system, user and fonts. Although 
you’ll have to make sure all other applications are closed to allow it to function properly. 
In addition, the automation section in OnyX will let you maintain, rebuild and clean your 
drive.

Obviously, some of these operations will take some time to perform. However, upon 
completing them, you will see some notable improvements in the way your Mac runs 
afterwards.

SMARTReporter 2.3.9
This snazzy application can warn you of ATA 
hard-drive failures before they actually happen. 
You read that right: it sees the future. It does 
so by periodically polling the S.M.A.R.T-status 
of your hard-drive. S.M.A.R.T (Self-Monitoring 
Analysis and Reporting Technology) is a 
technology built into most modern hard-
drives that acts as an early warning system 
for pending drive problems. Because 
S.M.A.R.T Reporter relies on the S.M.A.R.T 
implementation of Mac OS X. Further, it only 
supports ATA or S-ATA hard-drives. If you want 

S.M.A.R.T. support for your FireWire hard-drive, send feedback to Apple.
SMARTReporter can notify you of impending drive failures by sending e-mails, 

displaying a warning dialogue or executing an application. The current status of your 
drives is always displayed through the customizable menu item.

Quinn
Quinn is an arcade-style tetromino puzzle 
game written and designed specifically for 
Mac OS X. It takes many of the mechanics of 
retro games an incorporates a  minimalistic 
user interface, beautiful graphics and 
smooth, subtle animations.  Instead of 
reinventing the game, Quinn combines 
the simplicity of the original idea with the 
genuine Mac experience for perfect user 
enjoyment.

Free Mac Apps
Paul Sutcliffe

http://livequartz-image-editor.en.softonic.com/mac
http://onyx.en.softonic.com/mac 
http://smartreporter.en.softonic.com/mac
http://simonhaertel.de/quinn
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User Group Discount Corner

Buy The Missing Sync, Get Fliq 
for Mac Free

The Missing Sync 
for iPhone lets 
you sync notes, 
tasks, documents 
and files between 
your iPhone and 
Mac, and archive 

notes, text messages and call logs to your 
Mac. Fliq for Mac is a powerful way for 
Mac users to send and receive photos, 
contacts, notes, tasks and documents 
with others over a network, and 
exchange notes and memos.

Regularly priced at US$59.95, user 
group members qualify for a reduced 
price of US$39.95 during this offer.
Discount Coupon: 
MUG0509 (expires 30 Sept 2009)
http://www.markspace.com/iphone

IGG Software Summer Sale: 20% 
Off

Software’s flagship products are iBank 3, 
a Mac-only alternative to Quicken that’s a 
great way to track checking and savings 
accounts, credit cards, investments and 
loans; and the all-new iBiz 4, a cool tool 
for freelancers or small firms to manage 
clients, projects, billable hours and 
invoicing. Apple User Group members 
can take 20% off all purchases including 
iBank (regularly US$60) and iBiz (regularly 
US$40), as well as iBiz Professional, iPaste, 
and upgrades too. All software is 
downloadable, with free trials and a 
money-back guarantee.
Discount Coupon: 
MUG09DISC (expires 30 Sept 2009)
http://www.iggsoftware.com

Automated Workflows, LLC: 40% 
Discount on Automator Actions

Automated Workflows, 
LLC’s “Ultimate 
Productivity 
Automator Action 
Pack for Mac OS X 
Leopard” allows users 
to extend the 

capabilities of Automator with 170 
additional actions for FileMaker Pro, 
Illustrator, InDesign, iPhoto, Mail, 
Photoshop, Preview, QuarkXPress, Safari, 
TextEdit, Twitter and more!

Start reducing those time consuming 
and repetitive tasks in your workflow 
today! Regularly priced at US$79.99, user 
group members qualify for a reduced 
price of US$47.99, a 40% discount, during 
this offer.
Discount Code: 
CPN3291679320 (expires 30 Sept 2009)
http://www.automatedworkflows.com/
software/automator_actions/ultimate.
html

User Group Discount Corner
Gary Lowen <gary@lowen.id.au>

These User Group discounts are brought to you by the Apple User Group Advisory Board (special thanks to board member Tom Piper).
You must be a current Apple user group member to qualify for these savings. Not a member? Join an Apple user group today to take advantage of these special offers.

TheMacU.com: 20% All In-depth 
Mac Video Training Titles

Tap the full 
potential of your 
Mac with video 
training from The 
Mac U. In depth 
training courses 

are available on a wide variety of topics. 
Tons of free Mac video tutorials and 
software demo videos are also available. 
Better yet, Apple user group members 
get 20% off all titles.
Discount Code:
MUG2009 (expires 31 Oct 2009)
http://www.TheMacU.com

http://www.markspace.com/iphone
http://www.iggsoftware.com
http://www.automatedworkflows.com/software/automator_actions/ultimate.html
http://www.automatedworkflows.com/software/automator_actions/ultimate.html
http://www.automatedworkflows.com/software/automator_actions/ultimate.html
mailto:?subject=gary%40lowen.id.au
http://www.TheMacU.com
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User Group Discount Corner

AQUAFADAS Software: 25% off

With a focus on the Mac platform, Aquafadas was formed 
to develop and promote high quality software solutions 
exclusively for the imaging and digital video community.

The Apple User Group community can receive a 
special discount off the entire software range:

 • PulpMotion - US$49 reduced to US$36.75
 • PulpMotion Advanced - US$129 reduced to US$96.75
 • BannerZest - US$49 reduced to US$36.75
 • BannerZest Pro - US$129 reduced to US$96.75
 • VideoPier - US$49 reduced to US$36.75
 • VideoPier HD - US$79 reduced to US$96.75
 • iDive - US$79 reduced to US$59.25

Discount code: 
MUGM2009M (expires 31 Oct 2009)
http://www.aquafadas.com

Apress Books: 50% 0ff

Appleuser.org members can benefit from 50% off Apress 
ebooks. Once you’ve chosen your titles, click on the ‘Buy 
eBook’ button, enter the promotional code 
APPLEUSERSUQ, click to apply the coupon and proceed 
to the checkout.
Discount Code: APPLEUSERSUQ
http://www.apress.com

Softpress Freeway: 25% Discount
Freeway gives you all the 
legendary ease-of-use and 
features that launched the 
desktop publishing revolution. 
You can quickly and effortlessly 
lay out your website, embed 
images and content, then publish 
your work as standards-compliant 
HTML. Upload to your server, .Mac 
or to a folder. You supply the 
creativity, Freeway handles the 

code. User Group members can buy Freeway Pro, 
regularly US$249 for US$186.75, and Freeway Express for 
US$59.25, a 25% discount.
Promo Code:
AmuG50825iSreL1 (ongoing promotion)
http://www.softpress.com/store

Credits
Be sure to subscribe to the Apple User Group Market 
Report podcast. The AUG Market Report and Resource 
blog are great sources for information about Apple user 
groups, vendor discounts, special events, interesting 
reviews, stimulating training and more.
Apple User Group Market Report podcast:
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
For more information on offers, visit:
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html

Does your company want to promote an offer, direct 
to over 5,000 Apple Enthusiasts? Use our contact form 
and select ‘Vendor Offers’ to tell us about your offer!

http://www.aquafadas.com/
http://www.apress.com
http://www.softpress.com/store/
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/resources.html
http://homepage.mac.com/ugab/offers.html
http://www.appleusers.org/about/
http://www.commart.com.au


Blackout Media Player
Media p layer wi th unique 
features including Free on-
demand music; Read lyrics from 
LyricWiki; See Pictures and 
Biographies from Wikipedia; Post 
comments about artists. Create 
and share playlists with friends; 
View each bands popularity with 
trendy charts.

CenterStage
Powerful and intuitive media 
center application for the Mac.

Handbrake
Multithreaded video transcoder 
that converts DVD like sources 
into QuickTime, AVI or OGG files.

Hulu Desktop
Allows you to navigate Hulu's 
entire library with just the six 
buttons of your Apple Remote.

iSquint
Convert video files into a format 
that is understood by iPods.

iTheater
Integrate most media-based Mac 
applications into a single console 
or media center.

iVideo
Makes it easy to find and 
organize your movies, even when 
they are in different folders, 
across multiple hard drives, on 
endless stacks of CDs, or on the 
Internet!

iWatchTV
Lets you organize episodes of 
your favorite TV shows with ease. 
Always know which is the next 
episode you are waiting to see as 
plugins can fetch episodes 
information such as air dates and 
titles and look for new subtitles 
and torrents to download.

Kenbushi
Powerful Digital Media Jukebox 
which puts your library of 
movies, TV shows, music and 
other media at your fingertips for 
easy browsing, fast searching and 
instant playback.

Kyaya Media Player
M e d i a P l a y e r t h a t t a k e s 
advantage of Apple's Core 
animation and Spotlight features.

MacTheRipper
Designed for making "fair use" 
backups of DVDs - ideal to 
prevent your kids from scratching 
your precious DVDs.

MacVCD X
Plays everything, full screen, TV 
playback, Photo VCD, Karaoke 
VCD, video saving

MediaCentral
Turns your Mac into the ultimate 
home theatre system that 
handles YouTube-Videos, IP TV, 
numerous audio and multimedia 
formats, and integrates Skype.

MediaSnap
Easily search, download and save 
videos from YouTube. You can 
save your downloaded YouTube 
videos as Quicktime movies or as 
mp3 (audio only) and put it on 
your iPod.

MiniTube
Native YouTube client that lets 
you watch YouTube videos in a 
new way: you type a keyword, 
and it gives you an endless video 
stream.

MovieTime
Simple yet powerful full screen 
movie player that will play any 
movies supported by QuickTime. 

Listing Continues…

A collection of tools that help 

you convert media resources into 

a format your Mac, iPhone and 

iPod can utilize, as well as some 

great applications for turning 

your Mac into the central hub of 

the ultimate Home Theater 

System!

MacTheater

$10
Perian
The Swiss Army Kn i fe for 
QuickTime, that adds native 
support for many popular video 
formats.

Plex
Bridges the gap between your 
Mac and your home theater, 
doing so with a visually appealing 
user interface that provides 
instant access to your media. Plex 
can play a wide range of video, 
audio and photo formats as well 
as online streaming audio and 
video. Organize your media into 
versatile libraries, automatically 
retrieve metadata from the 
Internet, and display your libraries 
using one of the visually stunning 
skins.

Private Screening
Turn your Macintosh, your big 
screen TV, and your 5.1 audio 
components into the ultimate 
home theater system. Just drag 
and drop your existing library of 
VIDEO_TS folders into Private 
Screening’s library, add DVD 
artwork, organize your movies 
into groups, and play.

RipIt
Enables users to create a playable 
copy of the contents of a Video 
DVD on their hard disk.

RealPlayer
Cross Platform Media Player.

ProVisionPlayer
Manages an unlimited amount of 
clips in an unlimited number of 
playlists and gives a tremendous 
amount of contro l to the 
playback of these video clips 
inc luding Hue, Br ightness, 
Saturation, Start/Stop times, and 
speed, either on a global or per-
clip basis.

SageTV
Lets you enjoy your favorite TV 
shows and YouTube video when 
you want, wherever you want! 
Browse, search and watch all the 
latest YouTube video from from 
the comfort of your couch.

Simplify Media
Connect your music – listen to 
your home library over the 
internet; Browse and play your 
friends' songs on your computer 
or iPhone.

TV Row
Have you ever dreamed about 
having Front Row on your TV or 
Plasma screen, without the hassle 
of re-arranging the displays in 
preferences? Well your dream is 
about to become reality. TV Row 
let’s you use Front Row on your 
TV or Plasma screen, with just a 
simple click of the button.

Ultimate DVD Player
Playback “DVD-Video” discs and 
will allow you to change the 
speed (50%–150%) and pitch 
(+/-2 semitones). And yes, it will 
slow down the video as well. 
Great for checking out music 
DVD’s! Also allows you to set loop 
points, bookmarks and many 
other useful things.

VLC – Video Lan Player
Highly portable multimedia 
player for various audio and video 
formats (MPEG-1 , MPEG-2 , 
MPEG-4, DivX, mp3, ogg, ...) as 
well as DVDs, VCDs, and various 
streaming protocols.

Windows Media Components 
for QuickTime, by Flip4Mac
Play Windows Media files (.wma 
and .wmv) directly in QuickTime 
Player and view Windows Media 
content on the Internet using a 
Web browser.

XBMC Media Center
The ultimate hub for all your 
media, that is easy to use, looks 
slick, and has a large helpful 
community.

The applications supplied on this 
CD are supplied as is and we make 
no representations regarding the 
applications nor any information 
related thereto. Any questions, 
complaints or claims regarding the 
applications must be directed to 
the appropriate software vendor.

Various different license types 
apply. Some titles require further 
payment direct to the application 
publisher to enable the full feature 
sets and functions. Some functions 
require additional hardware for full 
functionality.
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Disk of the Month

purchase Disc of the Month

DotM

Each month, Nicholas Pyers of 
AppleUsers.org compiles a 
themed Disc of the Month that 
is made available, free of 
charge, to Australian Apple 
User Groups to burn and print 
their own copies in order to 
sell the Discs to their members.

In the past there have been 
discs full of Games; Office Productivity suites; Graphics 
Tools; Audio editing and production tools; Open Source 
applications; and even a huge collection of Christmas 
Clip Art, Fonts, Music, Cards, Activities and Stories.

You can purchase the Discs of the Month from the 
following Apple User Groups;

 • AMUG Sydney
 • AUSOM Incorporated
 • BEAUT
 • Byron Shire Mac User Group
 • Central Victorian Macintosh Users Inc
 • Coffs Harbour Mac Users Group
 • Geraldton Macintosh User Group
 • Gold Coast Apple Users Group
 • MacTalk Hunter
 • South Australian Apple Users Club

Disc of the Month CDs have a RRP of AU$10, with DVDs 
been AU$15. However, many of these User Groups 
allow you to purchase the Discs of the Month from their 
meetings - often at a discount; or you can order via the 
web, postal mail, fax or telephone. Occasionally, special 
bundles are offered by the User Groups as well, so keep 
an eye on their websites.

Previous Discs
In the August issue of the AppleUsers Spotlight we said 
that “The Post Man” was July’s Disc of the Month. Sorry, 
we made a mistake. “The Post Man” was actually June’s 
title and “System Maid” was July’s. Either way, both of 
these Discs, along with last month’s “Internet Alternatives” 
are still available for purchase from the above listed User 
Groups.
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Long before the World 
Wide Web existed, the 
Internet had many uses 
and even today there are 
many services you can 
use without ever opening 
a web browser.

Internet Alternatives 
is a collection of sixty 
applications that allow 

you to download files, images and movies; chat instantly 
with people from around the globe; socialise with friends; 
purchase and sell goods and services online; play games; 
catch up on news and events; and even talk on the 
telephone!

System
Maid

O
ve

r 
fi
ft

y 
ut

il
it
ie

s 
th

at
 h

el
p 

im
pr

ov
e 

an
d 

m
ai

nt
ai

n 
pe

ak
 

pe
rf

or
m

an
ce

 o
f 
yo

ur
 M

ac
 b

y 

pr
ov

id
in

g 
D
at

a 
Ba

ck
up

, 
D
at

a 

Re
co

ve
ry

 a
nd

 S
ys

te
m

 

Cu
st

om
iz

at
io

n 
to

ol
s.

System Maid – Over fifty 
utilities that help improve 
and maintain peak 
performance of your Mac 
by providing Data 
Backup, Data Recovery 
and System 
Customization tools.

AppleUsers.org would like to gratefully acknowledge 
and sincerely thank Niche Media, the publishers 
of Australian Macworld, for supporting the Disc of 
the Month project by providing us with the server 
space and bandwidth to store and distribute the 
Golden Master Disc Image and support files to the 
participating Apple User Groups each month.

Software Freedom Day 2009

Software Freedom Day is a worldwide celebration of 
Free and Open Source Software (FOSS). The goal of this 
celebration is to educate the worldwide public about 
of the benefits of using high quality FOSS in education, 
in government, at home, and in business – in short, 
everywhere!

A number of teams have organised arranged events 
around Australia for Saturday, September 19th. To find 
out out if there is an event local to you, checkout this 
map. Otherwise consider organising your own event - It’s 
still not to late!

http://homepage.mac.com/sydamug/
www.ausom.net.au/discofthemonth
www.beaut.org.au/tips.html
www.bsmug.ozshop.net
www.cvmu.net
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/coffs_mac_users
http://www.gmug.org.au/dotm/
goin.to/gcusers
http://www.mactalkhunter.org.au
http://www.saauc.org.au
http://www.niche.com.au
http://www.macworld.com.au
http://cgi.softwarefreedomday.org/2009/map.shtml
http://cgi.softwarefreedomday.org/register.html
http://www.softwarefreedomday.org
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