
1 
 

SPRING 2017 

PSC 466: POLITICS OF WESTERN EUROPE 
(ONLINE) 

 
Professor: Dr. Sibel Oktay 

 
 
Contact Information 
Office: PAC 354 
Phone: (217) 206-7835 
Fax: (217) 206-7807 
Email: sibelo@uis.edu 
 
Office Hours 
Tuesdays 12:00pm – 2:00pm  
Or by appointment (on-ground or online via Skype)

 
Course Description: 
 
This course familiarizes students with the politics of Europe with an emphasis on Western 
European states, their domestic political and political economic institutions, as well as the 
process of European integration. The first part of the course will cover a broad range of topics 
pertaining to domestic political institutions such as executives and legislatures, electoral systems, 
party politics, government formation and coalitions. Next, we will survey various national 
systems of political economy and compare different forms of welfare states. The last part of the 
course will focus on European integration where we will discuss three key questions: how did 
the EU come about, what does it do, and what does the future look like—is the EU here to stay 
or is it going to wither away?   
 
Course Objectives: 
 
At the end of this course, you should be able to: 

1.   Compare and contrast the domestic political institutions and political economic systems 
of Europe and the US. 

2.   Critically analyze everyday developments in European politics such as national elections, 
political and economic reforms, regionalist movements, government formation processes, 
coalition debates, etc. 

3.   Have a broad understanding of the European integration process including its origins and 
major debates, as well as assess scenarios concerning the future of the EU especially in 
the context of the Eurozone crisis, Brexit, and the refugee problem. 

4.   Demonstrate stronger analytical, writing and research skills. 
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Course Policies: 
 
Politics of Western Europe is developed as an advanced-level course that can serve both 
undergraduate and graduate students. Although the writing assignments will be less demanding 
for undergraduate students, I expect both groups of students to show the same level of rigor and 
preparedness in each class. This means maintaining high-quality contributions to class 
discussions as well as completing the weekly reading assignments and lectures. It is essential 
that you complete the reading assignments prior to participating in discussions, so that you are 
familiar with the concepts, theories and case examples.  
 

1.   Participation etiquette: The way we use English in our everyday online environment 
tends to be more casual, but do not forget that this is an online course. It is imperative 
that you avoid using colloquialisms, emojis, abbreviations, etc. in your Blackboard posts. 
Your discussion participation will be graded down if your posts suffer from sloppy 
writing (grammatical errors, punctuation, colloquialisms, etc.) 
 

2.   FAQ on Blackboard: In addition to the office hours listed above, there is a separate 
thread under Discussions where you can ask questions about the lectures, class 
discussions, etc. In other words, this thread will mimic the classic classroom environment 
where you can raise your hands and ask questions to me. If you have a question, I 
encourage you to post it on the board rather than emailing it to me, so that your 
classmates can also benefit the exchange. Do not hesitate to email me if you have more 
specific questions though.  
 

3.   Email policy: Since this is an online course, email will be a frequent form of 
communication. Please use your UIS account and check it frequently: I will use your UIS 
emails when contacting you personally, and your emails will avoid my spam filter if you 
use your UIS account when contacting me. Needless to say, I expect you to follow 
proper, professional email etiquette. 
 

4.   Assignment submissions via Turnitin: Midterm and final assignments will be 
submitted through Blackboard’s Turnitin interface. Turnitin helps you avoid committing 
plagiarism (more on that below) by providing originality reports on your assignments. 
Whenever you submit an assignment via Turnitin, the system sends a submission receipt 
to your email address. Make sure that you have the submission receipt—if you don’t see 
it that means I never received your assignment.  

 
Required Texts: 
 

1.   Textbook: Gallagher, Michael, Michael Laver, and Peter Mair. (2011). Representative 
Government in Modern Europe 5th Edition. McGraw-Hill. (ISBN: 0077129679) 
 
We will use the Gallagher-Laver-Mair (GLM) volume as our main text. The book is 
available at the UIS Bookstore. A copy of the book is also available at the Brookens 
Library’s course reserve.  
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2.   Blackboard: The remaining readings are available via Blackboard (http://bb.uis.edu) 
under Course Materials in their weekly folders. 

 
Course Requirements: 
 
(1) Lectures: You are required to read my weekly lectures and watch the videos where provided. 
These materials will be posted on Blackboard on the Tuesday morning of each week, under 
Course Materials, in the relevant weekly folder.  
 
(2) Lecture discussions: Starting Week 2, I will embed three (3) discussion questions into my 
lectures every week. You should respond to one of these questions (minimum length: 150 
words), ask a second discussion question to your classmates about that week’s topic, and then, 
answer one of those questions that your classmates have asked to the group (minimum length: 
150 words). In other words, you will answer two questions (one from me, at least one from a 
classmate) and also ask one question to the group. Of course, you are free (and encouraged, but 
not required) to respond to more questions from colleagues and spark further debate. This 
assignment will take place on Blackboard, under the weekly thread. You will have until 5:00pm 
Sunday evening to complete it. I will post comments on the thread the following Monday to wrap 
up the discussion. Each week will be graded out of 10, and each of those weeks will count toward 
2% of your overall grade. Weekly grades (out of 10) will be posted on GradeMark on BB.   
 

Note: Please don’t wait until Sunday afternoon to post. Doing so squeezes all interaction 
into a few hours and makes everyone spend their Sunday afternoon in front of their 
computer screens. I reserve the right to introduce mid-week deadlines if such practice 
becomes a habit among class members.  

 
BEST DISCUSSION POSTS (you can consider this list a general grading rubric): 

•   Demonstrate that you have done the weekly readings and read the lecture. 
•   Provide insightful comments and critical analysis in response to the questions. 
•   Include quotes from the course material or news sources to illustrate your arguments 

where applicable. 
•   Ask high-quality questions that can stimulate critical discussion of that week’s topic 

rather than simple, factual questions like “who is Jean Monnet?” 
•   Meet the minimum word count without ‘fluff’: no paraphrasing the question, no 

unnecessary fillers, and no superfluous information.  
•   Do all of the above using proper grammar and punctuation.  

 
(3) Paper assignments: You will complete two writing assignments on the political institutions 
and political economy of European states, respectively.  
 

1.   Political institutions (due February 17th)  
This assignment asks you to choose one political institution (electoral laws, 

federalism, or the executive-legislative balance of power) and describe how the rules of 
this institution vary across two (2) different western European countries. Choose 
countries where you can observe variation in the operation of this institution. In other 
words, don’t choose countries that have essentially the same institutional rule. Then 
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consider the political consequences of the institutional rules in each country, such as 
policy-making, coalition formation, political campaigns, voting behavior, minority 
representation, government stability, etc. Focus on a single type of consequence in your 
paper and explain how the institutional variable(s) affect outcomes across the two 
countries.  

The paper should discuss the rules of the institution in terms of how they affect 
the consequence you focus on, rather than just describing them for their own sake. The 
best papers will set up an argument about a consequence and explain how the rules 
resulted in, or at least contributed to, different effects in the countries you focus on. You 
should be very specific about the consequences and how the rules lead to them. Use 
examples from your chosen countries to illustrate these relationships.  

 
2.   Political economy (due April 14th) 

This assignment asks you to address an academic (and popular!) debate about 
European political economy. You will argue whether there is an inevitable convergence 
to the neoliberal economic model in Western democracies by focusing on one Western 
European country and studying whether it has changed over time. When you choose a 
country, email me. No more than 3 students can study the same country; countries will be 
assigned on a first-come first-serve basis. 

We will learn in this course that West European countries generally fit in one of 
the “Three Worlds of Welfare” capitalism (i.e. residual or liberal, conservative, or social 
democratic), or at least they are located closer to one type than the others. Your paper 
should demonstrate why your country fits in one of those categories today and whether it 
has shifted over time. For example, has your country converged over time, going from a 
social democratic welfare state to a conservative or liberal/residual model? Thus, this 
paper should take the ‘Three Worlds of Welfare’ framework as its theoretical backbone. 
Then, the paper should describe the specific welfare state institutions in your country and 
mention whatever reforms have taken place in the past 20-30 years and any proposals that 
are currently on the table, if any. These will be your data that help you demonstrate 
whether there has been a shift—and if so, its direction.  

The paper should be analytical and critical. Like your first paper, it should 
provide specific examples, arguments and counterarguments to illustrate your points 
rather than making broad and vague, unsubstantiated claims. 

In addition to the course readings, this assignment requires that you conduct some 
research on your chosen country. A good place to start is our course readings, whose 
bibliographic references should guide you to further readings. The Economist, OECD and 
World Bank websites may be helpful for your analysis. (More guidance to follow!) 

 
•   Undergraduate students: Each paper assignment should be 4-5 double-spaced pages, 

maximum. Times New Roman 12-point font with 1-inch margins.  
•   Graduate students: Each paper assignment should be 6-7 double-spaced pages, maximum. 

Times New Roman 12-point font with 1-inch margins. In your assignments, you should also 
bring in at least two academic journal articles to build or illustrate your argument. Journal 
suggestions: Journal of Common Market Studies, Journal of European Public Policy, West 
European Politics, Party Politics, European Union Politics, European Political Science, 
European Journal of Political Science, British Journal of Political Science. 
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(5) Final Exam: You will have a comprehensive, essay-type final exam. There will be 5-6 
questions that assess your knowledge of the course material (concepts, theories, debates, etc.) 
and your ability to critically discuss them as well as use them to reflect on current events in 
Europe. Each answer should be 3-4 pages long, Times New Roman 12-point font, 1-inch 
margins. Questions will be distributed at 10am on May 2nd. Answers are due on May 9th, by 
midnight (11:59PM) via Turnitin. 

•   Undergraduate students: You will answer two (2) questions. 
•   Graduate students: You will answer three (3) questions.  

 
Methods of Evaluation:  
 
Undergraduate students 
Lecture discussion (15 x 2%):  30% 
Paper #1:     20% 
Paper #2:     20% 
Final exam:     30% 
 

Graduate students 
Lecture discussion (15 x 2%): 30% 
Paper #1:     20% 
Paper #2:    20% 
Final exam:    30%

 
Late Submissions:  
 

-   Late discussion posts lose 1 point (out of 10). 
-   Late papers lose 5 points within the first hour after the deadline, 10 points thereafter (out 

of 100). 
-   Late exams lose 10 points within the first hour after the deadline, 15 points thereafter (out 

of 100). 
 
Grading: 
 

100% - 93% A 
92% - 90% A- 
89% - 87% B+ 
86% - 84% B 
83% - 80% B- 
79% - 77% C+ 
76% - 74% C 
73.5% and below  F 

 
Academic Citation Etiquette:  
 
Whenever you turn in a written assignment, you are required to cite your source if: 
 a) You use a direct quote from a book, article, website, etc., or 

b) You paraphrase a chunk of text from the book, article, website, etc., or 
 c) You present a theory, argument, opinion that does not belong to you.  
 
It is okay—in fact, it is appreciated—to acknowledge other people’s ideas, theories, or 
arguments. It takes time for all of us to develop our own original ideas. Essentially, providing 
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correct citations allows you to show that you are borrowing from existing sources to develop 
your own answer. This is perfectly fine!  
 
 

How to cite your sources 
In-text citation: Let’s say you are going to use a direct quote from the GLM textbook. Here are 
a few ways to give in-text citations: 

1.   Gallagher, Laver and Mair (2011: page number) argue/say/state/etc. that “direct 
quote goes here.”  

2.   “Direct quote” (Gallagher, Laver and Mair, 2011: page number).  
3.   If you are paraphrasing, you could still cite GLM as shown either in (a) or (b), 

depending on how you construct your sentence. 
 
Bibliography: At the end of your written assignments, you are required to provide a list of 
sources that you have utilized for the assignment. Use the templates in the following link to 
construct your bibliography:  
http://writing.wisc.edu/Handbook/DocChicago_Bibliography.html 
 

Wikipedia is not an academic resource. 
Do not cite Wikipedia in any assignment. 

 
UIS Academic Integrity Policy: 
 
I support the UIS policy on Academic Integrity, which states, in part: “Academic integrity is at 
the heart of the university’s commitment to academic excellence. The UIS community strives to 
communicate and support clear standards of integrity, so that undergraduate and graduate 
students can internalize those standards and carry them forward in their personal and professional 
lives. Living a life with integrity prepares students to assume leadership roles in their 
communities as well as in their chosen profession. Alumni can be proud of their education and 
the larger society will benefit from the University’s contribution to the development of ethical 
leaders. Violations of academic integrity demean the violator, degrade the learning process, 
deflate the meaning of grades, discredit the accomplishments of past and present students, and 
tarnish the reputation of the university for all its members.” 
 
Academic sanctions range from a warning to expulsion from the university, depending on the 
severity of your violation and your history of violations. Whatever the sanction, I will file a 
report of academic dishonesty to the Office of the Provost. 
 
You are responsible for understanding and complying with the UIS Academic Integrity Policy 
available at http://www.uis.edu/academicintegrity. 
 
Academic Accommodations:  
 
If you are a student with a documented temporary or ongoing disability in need of academic 
accommodations, please contact the Office of Disability Services at 217-206-6666. 
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Disabilities may include, but are not limited to: Psychological, Health, Learning, Sensory, 
Mobility, ADHD, TBI and Asperger’s syndrome. In some cases, accommodations are also 
available for shorter term disabling conditions such as severe medical situations.   
 
Accommodations are based upon underlying medical and cognitive conditions and may include, 
but are not limited to: extended time for tests and quizzes, distraction free environment for tests 
and quizzes, a note taker, interpreter and FM devices. 
 
Students who have made a request for an academic accommodation that has been reviewed and 
approved by the ODS will receive an accommodation letter which should be provided by the 
student to the instructor as soon as possible, preferably in the first week of class. For assistance 
in seeking academic accommodations, please contact the UIS Office of Disability Services 
(ODS) in the Human Resources Building, Room 80. Phone: 217-206-6666. 
 
News Resources: 
 
Below is a useful list of news resources to help you keep up with European politics.  
 

•   EU Newsroom 
•   EurActiv 
•   EUObserver 
•   BBC News 
•   The Economist (specifically see the sections on Britain and Europe) 
•   The Guardian 
•   Reuters 
•   The New York Times 
•   France24 
•   Der Spiegel 
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COURSE SCHEDULE 
 
Week 1: January 17 – Introduction to European Politics  

•   GLM, Ch. 1. 
•   Icebreaker assignment: Introduce yourself on Blackboard – tell us what makes you 

interested in European politics and what you expect to take away from this course! 
 
Week 2: January 24 – Parliaments and Presidents  

•   GLM, Ch. 2 and 3.  
•   Elgie, Robert. (2009) “Duverger, Semi-presidentialism and the supposed French 

archetype,” West European Politics 32(2): 248-267.  
 
Week 3: January 31 – Electoral Systems  

•   GLM, Ch. 11. 
•   Cox, Gary. (1997) “On Electoral Systems” in Making Votes Count. New York: 

Cambridge University Press, pp. 37-68. 
•   Perea, Eva Anduiza. (2003) “Individual characteristics, institutional incentives and 

electoral abstention in Western Europe,” European Journal of Political Research 41(5): 
643-673. 

 
Week 4: February 7 – Federalism and Bureaucracy  

•   GLM, Ch. 6. 
•   Keating, Michael. (1988) “Does Regional Government Work? The Experience of Italy, 

France and Spain,” Governance 1(2): 184-204. 
•   Keating, Michael and Alex Wilson. (2014) “Regions with Regionalism? The Rescaling of 

Interest Groups in Six European States,” European Journal of Political Research 53(4): 
840-857. 
 

Week 5: February 14 – Political Parties and Party Systems in Europe 
•   GLM, Ch. 7 and 10 
•   Muller, Wolfgang. (2000) “Political parties in parliamentary democracies: Making 

delegation and accountability work,” European Journal of Political Research 37(3): 
309-333. 

 
Paper #1 due Friday, February 17th by midnight (11:59PM) 

 
Week 6: February 21 – Party Families and Cleavage Structures  

•   GLM, Ch. 8 and 9 (read until p. 290, skim the rest).  
•   Ennser, Laurenz. (2010) “The homogeneity of West European party families: The radical 

right in comparative perspective,” Party Politics 18(2): 151–171. 
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Week 7: February 28 – Governments and Coalitions  
•   GLM, Ch. 12.  
•   Andeweg, Rudy. (2008) “Coalition Politics in the Netherlands: From Accommodation to 

Politicization,” Acta Politica 43: 254-277. 
•   Proksch, Sven-Oliver and Jonathan Slapin. (2006) “Institutions and Coalition Formation: 

The German Election of 2005,” West European Politics 29(3): 540-559. 
 

Week 8: March 7 – National Systems of Political Economy  
•   GLM, Ch. 13 (read pp. 458-465 only) 
•   Gilpin, Robert. (2001) “National Systems of Political Economy,” in Global Political 

Economy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 148-183.  
 
Week 9: (March 13 – 17) Spring Break – Enjoy!  
 
Week 10: March 21 – Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism 

•   GLM, Ch. 14, pp. 489-492.  
•   Esping-Andersen, Gosta. (1990) The Three Worlds of Welfare Capitalism. Princeton, NJ: 

Princeton University Press, pp. 9-34.  
•   Jensen, Carsten. (2012) “Labour market- versus life course-related social policies: 

understanding cross-programme differences,” Journal of European Public Policy 19(2): 
275-291. 

•   “Northern lights” (2013) The Economist. February 2. 
 
Week 11: March 28 – Comparing US & European Welfare States 

•   Alesina, Alberto and Edward Glaeser. (2006) “Why are welfare states in the US and 
Europe so different? What do we learn?” Centre d’analyse stratégique—Revue Horizons 
stratégiques. No.2.  

•   Andress, Hans-Jurgen and Thorsten Heien. (2001) “Four Worlds of Welfare State 
Attitudes? A Comparison of Germany, Norway, and the United States,” European 
Sociological Review 17(4): 337-356. 

 
Week 12: April 4 – Welfare State Retrenchment 

•   Pierson, Paul. (1996) “The New Politics of the Welfare State,” World Politics 48(2): 143-
179.  

•   Gilpin, Robert. (2001) “National Systems of Political Economy,” in Global Political 
Economy. Princeton: Princeton University Press, pp. 183-195.  

•   Schmidt, Vivien. (2008) “European Political Economy: Labour Out, State Back In, Firm 
to the Fore,” West European Politics 31(1-2): 302-320. 
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Week 13: April 11 – Integration Theories and Origins of the EU  
•   McCormick, John. (2008) “What is the European Union” in Understanding the European 
  Union: A Concise Introduction. New York: Palgrave Macmillan, pp. 1-22. 

•   GLM, Ch. 5, pp. 116-121.  
•   Churchill, Winston. (1946) A Tragedy of Europe.  
•   Monnet, Jean. (1963) “A Ferment of Change,” Journal of Common Market Studies 1(3): 

203-211. 
 

Paper #2 due Friday, April 14th by midnight (11:59PM) 
 
Week 14: April 18 – EU Institutions and Democratic Deficit 

•   GLM, Ch. 5, 121-155. 
•   Moravcsik, Andrew. (2002) “In Defense of the ‘Democratic Deficit’: Reassessing 

Legitimacy in the European Union,” Journal of Common Market Studies 40(4): 603-624.  
•   Follesdal, Andreas and Simon Hix. (2006) “Why There is a Democratic Deficit in the 

EU: A Response to Majone and Moravcsik,” Journal of Common Market Studies 44(3): 
533-562.  

 
Week 15: April 25 – Economic Integration and the Euro Crisis 

•   Sadeh, Tal and Amy Verdun. (2009) “Explaining Europe’s Monetary Union: A Survey of 
the Literature,” International Studies Review 11(2): 277-301. 

•   Hall, Peter. (2012) “The Economics and Politics of the Euro Crisis,” German Politics 
21(4): 355-371.  

•   Glazer, Sarah. (2011) “Future of the Euro,” CQ Researcher, pp. 305-332.  
 

Week 16: May 2 – The Future of the EU 
•   Berggruen, Nicolas and Nathan Gardels. (2013) “The Next Europe: Toward a Federal 

Union,” Foreign Affairs 92(4): 134-142.  
•   Tsoukalis, Loukas. (2014) “Is there a future for the European Union—and with Britain in 

it?” Cambridge Review of International Affairs: 1-10. 
http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/09557571.2014.886554 

•   Hobolt, Sara. (2016) “The Brexit vote: a divided nation, a divided continent,” Journal of 
European Public Policy. http://dx.doi.org/10.1080/1350 

•   “How did UK end up voting to leave the European Union?” (2016) The Guardian. (on 
Blackboard) 

•   Recommended (optional): “Brexit: All you need to know” (2016) BBC News. (on 
Blackboard)  
 
 
 

Final exam distributed on May 2nd. Answers are due on May 9th by 11:59pm. 


