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Rinzai Roku chapter IX

Up through yesterday I’ve been talking about the First Statement over and over again. But there are 
still some parts not sufficiently explained. Although there are parts of the First Statement that I haven’t 
explained sufficiently yet, I can’t just stay on the First Statement forever. So today I’m going to go on to
the Second Statement. Because we talk about the Second Statement then the parts that are 
insufficient about the First Statement will become clear. 
What is the foundation for any teisho? What is the basic standpoint from which a teisho is given? The 
activity that forms this great cosmos was called by Shakyamuni Buddha the activity of the Tathagatha 
– the Nyorai activity – the activity of suchness. That’s the standpoint a teisho is given.
According to Tathagatha Zen everyone when he is first born is the same in that. Everyone already 
has. When they are a baby - a baby when it’s first born already has its home. 
All of you have grown up and now do the function called consciousness. But you’ve forgotten that 
when you were first born as a newborn you were born with your home. And instead you go around 
insisting upon your ‘I am’. 
What is that place of residence that you are born with? It is the great cosmos limited – a limited 
cosmos. You might call the great cosmos itself god or Buddha. But according to the teaching of 
Tathagatha Zen it is when that cosmos divides itself in two that a self is born. A baby when it’s born – 
not just a human baby – any kind of baby – a dog baby or frog baby or any kind of baby all babies are 
the same in that. As I always tell you when they are first born they receive both plus and minus. 
The home that the baby has when it is born is the unification of plus and minus. The nature of that 
home is not different than the nature of the cosmos. Essentially there is no difference, but the 
difference is that the great cosmos has all of plus and minus as its content. There are many and 
various different types of existences. Buddhism says that no existent being when it is first born  is born
complete. If you look at a frog, a frog is a frog, a frog is not a dog or cat. A frog is not going to be a 
human being. But Buddhism says that even a plant, even a mosquito is the same as a human being is 
the same as everything in that when it is born it is born through receiving both plus and minus.
But Buddhism doesn’t teach some kind of stupid idiotic teaching that a frog somehow can be born as a
human being. No matter how many millions of years past a frog is a frog it’s not just going to become a
human being. No matter how many ten thousands of years past a snake is a snake.
From this you should see that you can’t say that everything is equal to everything else. However 
according to Buddhism a snake as a snake, a frog as a frog a butterfly as a butterfly, a bird as a bird 
will manifest the complete perfect butterfly, snake, frog.  When a bird as a bird, a butterfly as a 
butterfly, a snake as a snake, a frog as a frog, a person as a person manifests the complete self those 
states of perfection –completion are equal to each other. From the point of view of other religions this 
kind of talk is probably startling and amazing. Religions however do teach that we are together with 
god and if a religious person really manifests the wisdom that knows what that means then that person
would not be surprised by that kind of talk. The complete self, the perfect self, even a frog or a snake 
or a dog or a cat will inevitably manifest the perfect self. 
What is that state of perfect self? As I’ve told you so many times it’s when plus and minus become one
it’s the state that has plus and minus totally as its content. That’s the state of perfect self.
The manifestation of the complete state is the self that has all of these two essential opposing forces 
as its content. Therefore when you say ‘god is together with me’ you have to understand that god 
means the state that has all of plus and all of minus as its content. 
When I was a kid I was kind of a rascal. I like to make trouble. Birds at night they go to sleep, don’t 
they?
So I thought that would be a good time to catch a bird. All I would have to find out where they sleep 
and then I could easily get them. That was the kind of way I thought when I was a kid. 
You guys are all good people and you probably don’t think that kind of way. And waiting ten or fifteen 
minutes at the place where the small bird would rest I could see it. Of course in those days we didn’t 
have flashlights. I’d never even seen a flashlight. So by candlelight I would sneak up on the nest of the
bird and it was totally easy I could just catch the bird. 
But one day my dad found me. He caught me in the act he caught me just when I was so happy that I 
caught the bird. He scolds at me very sternly he said ‘When a bird rests in its nest at night it is being 
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helped by the Buddha - it is resting with the Buddha being helped by the Buddha. How could you 
attack in such a situation like that? What’s wrong with you!’
I can never forget how my dad scolded at me then. He said, ‘What about you when you’re sleeping 
you’re sleeping together with me and together with mum and together with the Buddha. The bird is the 
same way. How could you disturb and attack such a situation like that?
You are the devil! There is no other devil but you!’
And from that day on I stopped doing that -I stopped attacking the birds. When the bird is at rest then 
it’s making both plus and minus as its content. It is manifesting perfection – perhaps not complete 
perfection – but it is manifesting peace. That wasn’t the only mischief I did. Actually I remember many 
many rotten things that I did as a kid and being scolded by my dad many times. For example when 
springtime comes and it’s the same here at Mt.Baldy the dogs and the cats well they seek each other 
out. The females cry out for the males. And we kids we would find the male dogs and the female dogs 
doing it. And we thought it was fun to throw stones at them right in the act and they would 
GGGAAAHH! scatter and so we thought it was fun. Actually I never did that rotten thing. Other kids 
would do that but I’ve been scolded by my dad enough times to know by that time when the two dogs 
were doing it  the Buddha was doing it right with them, so I shouldn’t disturb that. I’m thinking I’m 
getting a little bit of the track here. 
But anyway Buddhism teaches that the complete perfect self manifests when both plus and minus are 
totally made content. The state of all of plus and minus unified is truly complete is truly perfect. There 
is nothing outside of it there is no state of perfection other than it. Do you understand what this state of
perfection is? This state of perfection is something that nobody can see. Even Buddha, even if there is
a god, even Jesus Christ can’t see it. Buddhism teaches when the perfect self manifests then 
necessarily the imperfect ‘I am’ self has disappeared. These days it seems that people just have an 
insatiable desire to try to see the state of perfection to try to see the manifestation of true love and 
there is a lot of movies being sold these days that purport to be that. The women don’t seem as 
interested in those same kind of movies. The men are clambering after watching them but not the 
women. 
But the reason for this is probably because the men are pretty much like being animals. The woman 
have been liberated from being animals. In general we can say that men are vulgar and low class and 
women are high class. But there are some times that are born when women do have to follow men. 
Buddha therefore teaches that women are not always superior. 
According to Buddhism when plus and minus are totally one that is perfection, that is the manifestation
of true love. And when any being manifests that state which it inevitably does when anything manifests
true love that true love is equal to any other.
Never therefore get in the way of the manifestation of true love. Never disturb it. You should honor it.
But it’s not as easy as that. Whenever a child is born we have to then nurture that child. We have to 
raise that child. What would happen if the mother and father didn’t have the ability to nurture and raise 
their child?
In our human world each person has their own job their own profession. And without that the mothers 
and fathers wouldn’t be able to raise their children. If a mother and father weren’t able to raise their 
children and didn’t have the ability to,  then I guess they would have to abandon their children. 
At least one way to understand what a Buddhist Sangha means is that when there is a wedding 
ceremony the Sangha gathers in order to celebrate that wedding. But the meaning of that gathering 
together to celebrate that marriage is to say ‘We will help this couple to nurture and raise their 
children’. The general way of teaching about this is very strict is very stern in fact and says, ‘If the 
Sangha doesn’t gather and will tell this young that they will support them that they will help them – 
then they shouldn’t have a wedding ceremony.’ However if a mother and father have the ability to raise
their children themselves then they wouldn’t need to be helped by anybody. 
I’ve been telling you over and over what it means to be born. The way the child first appears is to 
receive both plus and minus in equal amounts. But what will the born child eat? To just say it simply 
and perhaps extremely, mother and father is what the child eats to grow. But at first the baby doesn’t 
has enough power doesn’t has enough strength to go looking around for mother and father. The little 
baby just being born might be groping around for the mother’s breast. But if the mother doesn’t take 
the initiative and give it the breast, it will never be able to eat by itself.  It’s only if the mother takes the 
initiative and puts her bosom in the child’s mouth then finally the child can have peace and be happy.  
This is just one example what it means to be an infant what it means to be just born. You don’t have 
what is called technically Ji Riki – self power. You cannot take the initiative in order to grow. Therefore 
according to Buddhism when the baby is just born it must depend upon other power –the father other 
power and the mother other power. That’s what it depends upon to begin to walk on the road of 
growing.  Everyone seems to have the same tendency. We grow up and then we seem to forget 
everything and we think we’ve grown up all by ourselves through our own power and we become very 
impedient and cheeky. Why don’t you remember sometimes that we all have grown because we were 
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dependent upon the other power of mother and the other power of father. Buddhism says that one 
study that you have to throw yourself into until to understand is the study of the birth of the self. You 
have to see that right at the very moment the self is born simultaneously mother and father is also 
born. These days psychology is very popular isn’t it? But how does Psychology understand the 
moment of birth? What does it mean to grow? What does it mean to mature? The activity of maturing  
is the activity of making plus and minus one’s content. Therefore according to Buddhism you should 
know if you look at this process carefully you’ll see that as the child develops and grows making more 
of plus and minus outside of itself as its content mother and father do the reverse. Mother and father 
get more and more decrepit. Buddhism teaches about the process of growth and development very 
carefully and says the activity of feeling through the process of maturation becomes the activity of 
consciousness. 
At first there is just touch there is just feeling. The child’s lips touch the mother’s breast. 
That’s sensation…. 
Feeling develops into consciousness. But it is not the case that feeling disappears and becomes 
consciousness. Feeling will always be together with consciousness every single moment. 
Within the process of growing there will come a time in the life of a child where it had made more and 
more of plus and minus as its content until it’s as big as mother and mother. It becomes equal to 
mother and father. 
This stage is called according to Buddhism is called at lessons being a teenager and there’s a lots of 
troubles being a teenager. This is the time of life when the young boy thinks I’m equal to dad I can do 
anything what he does. In fact I can do what anyone is doing. And the young girl says I’m equal to 
mum I can do everything that she’s done I can do what everyone in the world has done. But this kind 
of thinking in Buddhism is called ‘aku byodo’ – ‘wrongly understood equality’. When kids reach this 
state not just mother and father but the schoolteachers and their older brothers and sisters, everyone 
thinks ‘what they’re going to do now’. That’s being a teenager. Everybody is massed up by them. The 
teachers can’t do anything about it. If you stay just being a teenager you might as well stay being an 
animal. Teenagers may think that they are equal to their parents but there are many different aspects 
of life where they cannot become a fully responsible grown up adult. They don’t have the knowledge of
an adult. They can’t act in the world in the society as an adult. 
The world that I am talking about now is the human world. The world that is divided into past, present 
and future. But this kind of teenage thinking is the impedient cheeky kind of thinking in which the 
person has forgotten that they are being controlled by past and future.  There is however a way out of 
being a teenager. The way of thinking that solves the problem of being a teenager is to think: ‘Now I 
have become strong. Now I do not have to depend on mother and father. In fact now oppositely it’s my
purpose to help them.’ 
Someone who has been given rise to that thought , I guess could be called a really great student – a 
good kid. Some kids finally get it. They get taught and they get taught and they get taught some more 
and they don’t understand but finally in the end they do understand. A child that can have this 
realization will make great rapid progress. A child that knows that it’s their turn to stand up in the shoes
of mother and father and help mother and father now will quickly grow. But a child that becomes more 
self-centered and only focused on their ‘I am’ will fall further and further behind in their development. A
lot of people sitting here are schoolteachers. They don’t need me to tell this. They know this already. 
But even among teachers there are teachers who don’t really know what it means to be a teacher. 
Sometimes it’s appropriate for teachers to sternly scold their students. That’s why the keisaku is 
necessary. 
But in America in education the keisaku is gone. Where is the keisaku? 
In American Zendos maybe it will come to pass that the keisaku is banned. Without the keisaku maybe
it’s just too difficult it will be really difficult to ever develop that kind of student that knows that they 
have to take the initiative to make all of plus and minus their content. They really have to grow up. 
What happens when all of plus and minus are made content? Then there is no more mother then 
father is gone. In Buddhism that manifestation of completion is called the manifestation of god the 
manifestation of Buddha – Dharmakaya. When plus and minus are totally unified as one – that’s 
perfection that’s zero. Plus and minus are still there. They have become the content of the perfect 
being. We can also call that state of perfection the great state of universe itself. To manifest true love 
means to manifest the great cosmos itself. From this you should be able to understand that to be 
together with god means to be god itself. That is the manifestation of the perfect self.
The reason why it is taught that god is in heaven and the devil is in hell is for the sake of people who 
cannot manifest the state of completion the state of perfection. But that kind of teaching actually 
backfires and becomes an insult to the pure self. It seems however that most people like living like that
- living as slaves to god. They think, ‘god is in heaven and we are as slaves here on earth.’  These 
people seem not to like to live the life of self-power. They want to be dependent on god they want to 
live dependent on the other power always. I’m not quite sure about the details of law, but I think the 
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American law that demands that 18 year olds being dependent and not rely on their parents is a good 
law. In any case when the imperfect self manifests then always necessarily mother and father also 
appear – future and past also appear to aid that child to help that child. That’s the teaching of 
Buddhism and that’s what we actually strive to do in Tathagatha Zen. Isn’t it true that I am telling you 
endlessly over and over the self manifests when plus and minus separate from each other and give - 
I’ve been saying - one hundred millionth of their total power in order to birth the child in between them. 
The self - any existing being therefore - according to Buddhism manifests in between the activities of 
plus and minus. 
Now we finally get to the tricky part. Here is the self manifest in between his mother and father and 
Buddhism says undoubtedly it will come to think of these distances of between itself and mother and 
of between itself and father. It’s difficult to understand that. However when the thought arises ‘Mother 
is my self - father is my self’ then there is no more distance. 
There is heaven and there is earth. When we are doing the activity of recognizing heaven above us, 
there is a distance between us and heaven. And always at that same moment there is always 
necessarily distance between that self and earth. However when the thought clearly arises that father 
and self are one then the wisdom will arise that knows that there is no distance. One problem is that 
bad habit that people have which is born from their unquestioningly acknowledge of the existence of 
the self of the ‘I am’. They misunderstand what distance is. They don’t understand that there is a 
distance between both past and future. They understand that there is simply a distance between self 
and other – between subject and object.
The way people mistakenly recognize distance is to say it quickly that they only recognize the distance
in between the self  and the world in front. They don’t recognize the distance between the self and the 
world behind. They forget completely that they have a world behind and therefore they think that there 
is just one distance – the distance between the self and front between the selves and the others. But 
Buddhism says that that is an oppressing self-centered way of thinking and that means that it appeals 
to your own experience your own  practice to resolve this mistake. Whenever there is a world in front 
there’s always a world behind. 
However you can’t really practice this, you can’t really do Zen-practice unless you understand the 
nature of the self and the nature of this world to be spherical to be a big round ball. 
The way of teaching in Tathagatha Zen is to say that the front world is the outside world embracing 
you from the outside and the back world is the inside world embracing you from the inside. Just to 
correct that mistaken way of thinking is hard. You have to really struggle in your practice just to correct
that one mistake. There is a distance. There is an interval of space between subject. But don’t think 
that there is just one distance. You have to learn to recognize the inside distance and the outside 
distance. 
In other words, you have to learn to recognize the complete distance the total body of distance. In 
other words you have to learn to recognize that the self is in between and completely surrounded by 
plus and minus on the inside and the outside. 
The bell rang so I’ll stop here.
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