
Introduction to The Psalms (Part 2 of 3)

Royal psalms and messianic psalms

We have already drawn attention to 
the prophetic element in the Psalter by 
mentioning the eschatological character of 
the Songs of Zion and of the Psalms of the 
Kingship of God. The universal renewal 
foretold by these poems is the messianic age; 
other psalms, more specifically, speak of the 
Messiah in person.

Scattered throughout the Psalter, and of 
varying literary form, is a group of royal 
psalms. These are divine oracles addressed 
to the king, 2, 110, prayers for the king, 
20, 61, 72, 84, a thanksgiving for the king, 
21, prayers of the king himself, 18, 28, 63, 
101, a royal procession song, 132, a hymn 
of the king, 133, even a bridal ode for a 
royal marriage, 45. They are ancient poems 
dating from the time of the monarchy and 
reflecting the idiom and ceremonial of the 
court. As originally composed they referred 
to the king as a contemporary, and had a 
royal successor to David in mind, or even 
(45 according to one theory) a monarch of 
the Northern Kingdom. 

But the king of the chosen people is divinely 
anointed (in Hebrew a ‘messiah’, an anointed 
one); he is the recipient of God’s blessing, 

and this blessing ensures the prosperity of 
his people. But this is not all. The divine 
promises to the dynasty of David made it 
possible to glimpse, beyond this king, another 
and privileged descendant of David, in whom 
God would take particular delight and whom 
he would designate to do his saving work. 
This king is the Anointed without equal, the 
Messiah. The prophecy of Nathan, 2 S 7, is 
the first in this series of prophecies relating 
to the Messiah, son of David. This promise 
was essentially a promise of stability for 
the House of David, and this is the sense in 
which Ps 89: 29-38 and 132:11-12 quote it; 
but it was not long before it was interpreted 
as referring to an individual, and thus in Ac 
2:30 comes to be applied to Christ.

It was natural, therefore, for some of these 
ancient royal songs, remaining in use after 
the fall of the monarchy, and included with 
minor adjustments and additions in the 
Psalter, to become messianic psalms in the 
strictest sense of the word. The messianic 
character of 2, 72, 110 is plain; and 110 is 
more frequently quoted in the New Testament 
than any other psalm. Even the wedding 
song of 45, interpreted in the light of the 
marriage allegory beloved of the prophets, 
came to express the union of the Messiah 
with his new Israel, and Heb 1:8 applies it 
to Christ. Following the same trend, the New 
Testament and early Christian tradition apply 
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SPP Columbarium - To all the niche applicants & other persons concerned. The Parish Building is 
closed to the public for extensive renovation works which will include the columbarium. For the safety 
of the public, the columbarium will be closed, the next  period when it will be accessible for visits is on 
All Souls’ Day period: 27 Oct - 10 Nov ‘19. Visiting Hours: 9.00am to 5.00pm. Subsequent niche 
blessings and internment of urns will take place on Saturdays (1.00pm to 3.00pm), on appointment basis 
only. For your safety, a maximum of 2 family members will be allowed to witness the niche blessing and 
internment (with the priest and the niche contractor), and will be required to put on personal protection 
gears when they enter the columbarium. 

The chancery is looking for a Projects 
Assistant (Contract). The job holder will assist 
the Project Manager with administrative and 
project requirements of the Chancery Office. 
Please refer to https://www.catholic.sg/seek-
opportunities/ for more details. Application 
deadline: 23 Aug ’19.

HISTORY OF THE SOCIETY OF 
JESUS (JESUITS) - The Jesuits was 
founded in 1540 by a group of companions 
under the leadership of St Ignatius of 
Loyola. Within 100 years, the impact of the 
Jesuits was felt in the furthest corners of the 
then Euro-centric world - as far as Japan 
and China. Cana has invited Fr Jerome 
Leon SJ to present a survey of the major 

events and characters that have shaped the 
historical landscape of that era. Thursdays 
22, 29 Aug and 5 and 19 Sept ‘19 from 7.30 
pm - 9.30 pm at Cana The Catholic Centre, 
55 Waterloo St, Singapore 187954. Love 
offering. Registration: Tel. 63384080/email 
- canaevents2019@gmail.com

INTRODUCTION TO THEOLOGY OF 
THE BODY - Get an introduction to the 
Theology of the Body: Pope St John Paul 
II’s landmark teaching which was delivered 
across 129 General Audiences from 1979 
to 1984. Date: 17 Aug ‘19 (Sat) Time: 
9.30am to 12.30pm Venue: Church of the 
Holy Cross, #04-03, 450 Clementi Avenue 
1, Singapore 129955



PARISH NEWS 

FEAST OF THE ASSUMPTION OF THE 
BVM (Day of Obligation) The Solemnity of 
the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary 
falls on Thu 15 Aug ’19. Mass timings: Wed 
14 Aug ’19 at 5.30pm (English Anticipated 
Mass) Thurs, 15 Aug ’19, 7.20am (Eng), 
12.15pm (Mandarin), 5.30pm Infant Jesus 
Devotion followed by English mass. 

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

‘Is the Doctrine of the Assumption of 
Mary Biblical?’ Wed 21 Aug ‘19 from 7.30 
- 9.15pm at CANA The Catholic Centre (55 
Waterloo Street #02-01). Please direct your 
enquiries and registrations to theology.sg@
gmail.com or call/SMS Nick at Mobile: 
97843682. Please RSVP early as seats are 
limited. Thank you for your continuous 
support.

‘REVIEW OF LIFE’ WORKSHOP by 
Caritas Singapore Formation Committee. 

other psalms to Christ which, although not 
royal psalms, anticipated the situation and 
mind of the Messiah, the essentially Good 
Man, thus 16 and 22 and selected passages 
from many psalms particularly 8, 35, 40, 
41, 68, 69, 97, 102, 118, 119. Similarly, the 
Kingship Psalms have been applied to the 
kingship of Christ. Even if these applications 
go beyond the immediate literal sense of the 
text applied, they are legitimate in that the 
hopes inspiring the Psalter could not be fully 
realised until the coming of the Son of God 
to earth.

The psalms and public worship
The Psalter is Israel’s hymn-book. The 
Temple, as we know, had its cantors from the 
beginning, though they are not mentioned 
until after the Exile. The festivals of Yahweh 
were celebrated with song and dance, Jg 
21:19-21; 2 S 6:5, 16. According to Am 5:23, 
sacrifice was offered to the accompaniment 
of song, and since the court had its cantor 
in David’s day, 2 S 19:36, and (according 
to the Annals of Sennacherib) in the time of 
Hezekiah, the Temple of Solomon like all the 
great sanctuaries of the East must have had 
its cantors also. Psalms are in fact attributed 
to Asaph, to the sons of Korah, to Heman 
and to Ethan (or Jeduthun) who, according to 
Chronicles, were all cantors in the pre-exilic 
Temple. Tradition attributes many psalms to 
David and also credits him with organising 
public worship, including the cantors, 1 Ch 
25; and this harmonises with those ancient 
texts representing him as dancing and singing 

in the presence of Yahweh, 2 S 6:5, 16.

Many of the psalms carry musical or liturgical 
directions. The text of some refers to a public 
liturgy, 20, 26, 27, 66, 81, 107, 116, 134, 135. 
These last, and others, 48, 65, 95, 96, 118, 
were evidently recited in the Temple court. 
The Songs of Ascents, 120 – 134, like 84, 
were songs used on the Temple pilgrimage. 
These are some of the clearest examples, 
but are enough to show that many psalms, 
even individual psalms, were composed for 
Temple worship. Others, if not composed 
primarily for this purpose, have at least been 
adapted for it by the addition of benedictions, 
125, 128, 129.

It is therefore certain that the psalms were 
related to public worship and that the Psalter, 
taken as a whole, is liturgical in character. 
But there is rarely enough evidence to 
identify the ceremony or feast for which 
any given psalm was used. The Hebrew title 
of 92 assigns it to the sabbath day, and the 
Greek titles of 24, 48, 93, 94 apportion them 
severally to other days of the week. Ps 30 
was used, according to the Hebrew, for the 
feast of Dedication, and 29, according to the 
Greek, for the feast of Tabernacles. These 
instructions are perhaps later additions, but 
like the detailed allocations made in the 
Jewish period, prove that the Psalter was the 
hymn-book of Temple and synagogue before 
it was adopted by the Christian Church.
 
Source: The Jerusalem Bible, 1966

CHURCH OF SAINTS PETER AND PAUL has Purchased a Gift For You!. Enjoy a free 
subscription to formed.org - an incredible online gateway to the best Catholic resources 
for children and adults! It’s EASY and FREE to Register! Go to sppchurch.formed.org 
Click “Register Now” Enter your name, email address, and desired password. You’re all 
ready to enjoy the inspiring and engaging content on FORMED! FORMED app is also 
available for download from Google Play or Apple App Store!

How do we make sense of our daily life 
challenges? How do we see clearly with 
the eyes of faith, live the Gospel daily and 
grow in faith? Join us for 2 evenings to 
learn the ‘Review of Life’ (ROL) method, 
to understand how to better integrate faith 
and life. 28 and 29 August 2019 (Wed 
and Thurs); 7.30pm. to 9.30pm.; in Agape 
Village (7A Lorong 8 Toa Payoh).  For 
more information and registration, please 
refer to the Caritas Singapore website: 
www.caritas-singapore.org or email to 
formation@caritas-singapore.org.

MONSTER IN EVERY ROOM - Family 
Life Society presents MONSTER IN 
EVERY ROOM on 9 Oct ‘19 from 7:00pm 
- 9:30pm. Arm yourself and your Child 
with tools to conquer PORN. For parents 
and everyone who works with children. 
Register now bit.ly/mer_mail or call 
64880278. Only $10 per pax.

LOVE LIFE CONFERENCE - Pregnancy 
Crisis & Support presents LOVE LIFE 
CONFERENCE on 27 Sept ‘19 from 
7:15pm - 9:45pm. Embrace Life! Hear about 
the legal, medical and emotional aspects 
relating to the beginning of life, the options 
that all mothers have and the impact of 
abortion. Event is complimentary, register 
now bit.ly/llc_mail or call 64880278! 
(Light dinner will be provided.)

Vacancies in Catholic Early Childhood 
Education 
1) EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR (ED) The 
ED reports to the Board of Directors of the 
Catholic Preschool (Education) Limited. 
The ED provides the leadership in the 
strategic management, efficient operation, 
effective corporate governance and proper 

accountability of all kindergartens and 
childcare centres within the Roman Catholic 
Archdiocese of Singapore.  The applicant 
should have a minimum of 10 years of 
working experience with at least 5 years 
of proven corporate leadership experience 
preferably in early childhood education. The 
applicant should hold a recognised bachelor’s 
degree and preferably a postgraduate degree 
in early childhood education or related field.
2) CURRICULUM DIRECTOR (CD)
The CD reports to the ED of Catholic 
Preschool (Education) Limited. The CD 
provides leadership in the development 
and evaluation of preschool programmes 
and the professional learning of all teachers 
at all kindergartens and childcare centres 
within the Roman Catholic Archdiocese 
of Singapore. The applicant should have 
a minimum of 5 years of experience in 
preschool education. The applicant should 
hold a recognised bachelor’s degree and 
preferably a Master’s degree in preschool 
education that include studies on curriculum 
development.  For more information on 
specific responsibilities and additional 
qualifications for the above positions, please 
visit our website via at accs.sg/jobs.   To 
apply for the above position, please email 
your curriculum vitae and expected annual 
salary package to preschool@catholic.org.
sg. Applications for the above positions will 
close on Sunday, 25 August 2019.

ACCIRD Interreligious Panel on Fasting. 5 
Sep (Thur), 7.30pm to 9.30pm at Cathedral 
of the Good Shepherd, Annex Building, 
Level 3 Hall. Speakers: Ven. You Wei, 
Singapore Buddhist Federation, Mr Ashraf, 
Maarof Mosque and Fr Cornelius Ching, 
ACCIRD. Register by 1 Sep (Sun) at: 
https://forms.gle/WYvYrNeBQN1FkZcs7


