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In Nigeria, MMM is 
the new religion

Continues on pages 2

I
t’s certainly the hottest 
topic among Nigerians 
today. It’s most likely the 
next topic your acquain-
tance will broach after 

you exchange pleasantries. 
The lady sitting next to you in 
a commercial bus is preaching 
it, just as the man standing 
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beside you at the bus stop, the 
commercial motorcyclist tak-
ing you to the next bus stop, 
the nurse conducting pre-
liminary checks on you before 
sending your file over to the 
doctor, the cashier at the bank 
counter who’s processing your 
transaction, your long-lost 
school mate whom you’ve just 
reconnected with on Face-
book or other social media 
platforms, your child’s school 

teacher whom you called to 
plead for some time to sort 
out your child’s school fees, 
and most surprisingly, even 
your pastor in church who 
has always preached against 
get-rich-quick syndrome.

Like radical, aggressive 
evangelists, their meddle-
someness is unparalleled. 
They are all over the place 
and, like adherents of some 
religious groups, you may as 

well be regarded as an infidel 
if you have not joined them.

Welcome to the world of 
MMM, the new god of wealth 
in recession-stricken Nigeria.

As the economic recession 
in Nigeria continues to bite 
harder, taking a heavy toll on 
the people, and with the gov-
ernment apparently unable to 
proffer immediate solutions, 
an increasing number of Ni-
gerians are being compelled 

to explore all money-spinning 
avenues to support their live-
lihoods, including the now 
popular MMM that is gaining 
traction per second.

This is in spite of the clear 
caveat on the MMM Nigeria 
website: “There are no guar-
antees and promises! Neither 
explicit nor implicit. There 
are neither investments nor 
business! Participants help 
each other, sending each other 

money directly and with-
out intermediaries. That’s all! 
There’s nothing more. There 
are no securities transactions, 
no relationship with the pro-
fessional participants of the 
securities market; you do not 
acquire any securities. Do you 
need them? There are no rules. 
In principle! The only rule is no 
rules. At all! Even if you follow 
all of the instructions, you still 
may “lose”, “win” might not be 
paid. Without any reasons or 
explanations. And in general, 
you can lose all your money. 
Always remember about this 
and participate only with spare 
money. Or do not participate at 
all! Amen. Citizens of Russia, 
Kazakhstan and Belarus are 
not allowed to participate in 
MMM.”

Similarly, the Central Bank 
of Nigeria, the Securities and 
Exchange Commission (SEC) 
and the Department of State 
Security (DSS) have issued 
several warnings that MMM 
is an illegal ponzi scheme that 
is bound to crash, just as the 
National Assembly has called 
on the Economic and Financial 
Crimes Commission (EFCC) to 
investigate the scheme.

Not even the news that the 
scheme has crashed in Zimba-
bwe, leaving millions of par-
ticipants in tears, has affected 
the growth of the scheme. 
Rather, the participants see 
these interventions as noth-
ing but attempts to crash the 
system by causing panic in the 
minds of people.

On Nairaland, regarded 

…1.6 million ‘adherents’ despite regulatory warnings

Ikeja, Lagos: MMM participants on a march to mark the scheme’s first anniversary in Nigeria, on Thursday
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as Nigeria’s online beer par-
lour, a participant codenamed 
switch47(m) replied thus to 
the news that “Thousands Of 
Zimbabweans Lose Money As 
MMM Crashes”:

“MMM is in over 120 coun-
tries of the world and the 
continuity of MMM is based 
on Provide HELP being more 
than GET HELP, the health of 
MMM in various countries 
deffer [differ] based on the 
ratio of PH to GH. Government 
often use propaganda and 
media to create fear and panic 
in the mind of the public and 
this could result in drop of PH 
thus affecting the stability of 
the system. The health of the 
program in Zimbabwe is not 
as good as that of Nigeria and 
with the Government trash 
talks it affected the system, 
MMM will not crash in Zim-
babwe as it will regain its bal-
ance just like what happened 
in South Africa. Right now in 
Nigeria the health of the sys-
tem is very good and without 
a drop in PH caused by Gov-

ernment Nigerian MMM will 
not crash even in the next 10 
years. The government will 
still come with their Rubbish 
media talk but before then it 
is time to start the anti PANIC 
campaign. LONG LIVE MMM 
NIGERIA!! Thunder fire mumu 
Government wey no pay my 
salary for the past 7 months.”

Another participant, ad-
ewalok, wrote in reply: “Mr 
analyst, mmm is back and 
better in South Africa today. 
It is the negative pressure from 
government and media propa-
ganda that affects mmm ac-
tivities in any country. When 
government and the media 
create negative pressure, the 
naive masses react by massive 
GH. And this creates a pulse 
[pause] AND NOT A CRASH. 
WE have suffered enough in 
Nigeria that we have become 
stubborn to whatever propa-
ganda. As I type this. A lot of 
people are providing help and 
it takes a long time for you to 
be pairs. But when you want 
to get (withdraw). it does not 
take a long time. After a while 
Zimbabweans will see the me-

dia conspiracy. ZIMBABWE 
MMM WILL BOUNCE BACK 
STRONER. PH AND GH.”

As at Friday, 1,602,048 
Nigerians have registered on 
MMM Nigeria, according to 
information on its website. 
To buttress this, the social 
media is awash with photos 
of newly-wedded couples 
whose marriage ceremonies 
have been enabled by the 
proceeds they have made 
from MMM and who, in a 
show of loyalty to this money-
spinning scheme, brand their 
wedding cakes with the MMM 
logo. At the same time, many 
unemployed young people are 
said to have got a new lease of 
life from the scheme, buying 
cars, among others, courtesy 
of MMM. And as they say, 
“Thank you, MMM”.

Just last Thursday, core 
promoters and adherents of 
this new religion marched 
out on the streets to celebrate 
one year of its existence in Ni-
geria, singing praises to their 
almighty MMM.

On why the scheme is 
thriving, an “Expert Analysis” 

published on www.nigeriato-
day.ng states that government 
and financial institutions in 
the country have failed to dis-
suade people from “investing” 
in MMM, in spite of their best 
efforts, because “the govern-
ment is also a Ponzi scheme”.

“In spite of the warnings 
and campaigns from many 
quarters, the MMM Nigeria 
keeps growing stronger by 
the day in a period where the 
economy is dwindling. The 
truth is, the entire economy is 
rife with Ponzi schemes. The 
glaring economic problems 
we face today are no surprise, 
and they are not going to end 
anytime soon unless there is 
a fundamental overhaul. The 
national Ponzi scheme we 
call economy has let a lot of 
people down and they simply 
can’t trust the government 
enough to deliver on her 
promises. Unemployment 
is itching and the youth are 
becoming more and more 
vulnerable. MMM Nigeria 
are simply doing what the 
government is not able to do 
– fulfilling their promises to 

the members (investors) and 
solidifying their trust by so 
doing. While people are los-
ing their patience and faith in 
the government, the MMM is 
gaining more patronage and 
loyalty,” the article said.

“The stock markets are 
failing; put your money there 
and you barely get any return 
on investment (ROI). You get 
little, or in most cases, no in-
terest from the deposit banks. 
Typically, the average man 
can’t even afford to access a 
loan from the bank.

“How many times have the 
government and politicians 
been held responsible for 
failed promises, looting, and 
the systemic corruption that 
have bedeviled us for decades 
now? This is not in any way 
an endorsement of the MMM 
because it is what it is – a 
pyramid scheme. This is an 
unbiased opinion of the real-
ity that has compelled people 
into exploring all money-
spinning avenues to support 
their livelihoods. While the 
MMM Nigeria has built some 
level of trust among its mem-

bers, the financial institutions 
(including the CBN) and the 
government continue to be 
a mess. So naturally, people 
are more inclined to put more 
faith, albeit temporally, in a 
system that pays and rewards 
them instantly,” it further said.

So, here’s the irony: even 
the unrepentant promoters 
of this new religion know that 
it is a false religion, built on 
false, shaky foundations and 
that like all false religions, it 
will come crumbling soon. But 
they are undeterred because 
they see no other option.

But while MMM means 
Mavrodi Mundial Money-
box, for spiritually-minded 
Nigerians, it may well mean 
Mass Movement for Mammon 
as it is tending towards the 
worship of money and get-
rich-quick syndrome and its 
driving force is greed –essen-
tially, people wanting to reap 
where they did not sow. They 
know the scheme will crash, 
and when it does, mainly new 
entrants will lose money to 
older participants.

Continued from page 1

In Nigeria, MMM is the ...

Buhari may bow to governors soon over 13% 
derivation fund on VAT, non-oil products 

P
resident Mu-
hammadu Bu-
hari may soon 
bow to pres-
sures coming 

from state governors on 
13 percent derivation 
fund on solid minerals 
and Value Added Tax 
(VAT) as the Federal 
Government has raised 
a team to conduct fea-
sibility studies on solid 
minerals and VAT con-
tributions of all states 
to the Federation Ac-
counts. 

The clamour for a 
13 percent derivation 
fund for solid minerals-
producing states and 
states with the largest 
concentration of man-
ufacturing industries 
with huge VAT to the 
Federation Accounts 
is being championed in 
the North by Governor 
Ahmed Abdulfatah of 
Kwara State and in the 
Southwest by Gover-
nor Ibikunle Amosun 
of Ogun State. 

The move became 
imperative following 
Federal Government’s 
shift of focus from tradi-
tional crude oil to non-
oil sector with much 
consideration for solid 
minerals exploitation 
and taxation, majorly 
from VAT and compa-
nies tax, among other 
taxes, and negative ef-
fects of dwindling al-
locations from the Fed-
eral Government and 
internally-generated 
revenue. 

Privileged informa-
tion gathered from a 
senior cabinet mem-
ber of President Buhari 
indicated that serious 
consideration was on-
going for 13 percent 
derivation fund to be 
allocated to the states 
with “additional eco-
nomic contributions to 
the nation’s gross do-
mestic product and na-
tional income because 
some very powerful 
governors are already 
pushing for it and the 
presidency is listening”.

Information from 

Abuja.
“Section 162 of the 

Constitution empow-
ers the National As-
sembly to determine 
the formula for the 
distribution of funds 
i n  t h e  Fe d e r at i o n 
Account while sub-
section (2) provides 
that the principle of 
derivation shall  b e 
constantly reflected 
in any approved for-
mu l a  a s  b e i n g  n o t 
less than thirteen per 
cent of the revenue 
accruing to the Federa-
tion Account direct-
ly from any natural 
resources,”Mbanu said.

But Bimbo Ashiru, 
Ogun State Commis-
sioner for Commerce 
and Industry, said dur-
ing a facility tour of Da-
hua Paper Company 
Nigeria Limited located 
in the state that efforts 
were ongoing by Ogun 
State government to 
push further for 13 per-
cent derivation fund to 
be allocated for states 
on both solid minerals 
and VAT.

RAZAQ AYINLA & 
SIKIRAT SHEHU, Ilorin 

that National Assem-
bly’s contribution was 
very important. 

Mbanu said  this 
when Umaru Tanko 
Al-Makura, governor 
of Nasarawa State, one 
of the solid minerals-
producing states, paid 
him a courtesy visit in 

Buhari

...feasibility studies begin as Ogun expects FG delegation next week

Federal Ministry of 
Mines and Steel De-
velopment also indi-
cates that the ministry 
targets 5 percent solid 
minerals from less than 
1 percent in the 2017 
fiscal estimates.

It will be recalled 
t h at  E l i a s  M b a n u , 

chairman, Revenue 
Mobilisation and Fiscal 
Commission (RMAFC), 
said recently that seri-
ous discussions were 
ongoing to address de-
mand of solid miner-
als-producing states 
in terms of 13 percent 
derivation fund, but 
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Violence resumes in Rivers as 
rerun countdown begins

V
iolence of the 
scale seen in 
the last days of 
Governor Roti-

mi Amaechi reappeared 
around the Rivers State 
Government House and 
House of Assembly on 
Thursday as swarms of 
youths from the People’s 
Democratic Party (PDP) 
countered protesters 
from the rival All Pro-
gressives Congress (APC) 
who came to demand 
the swearing-in of two 
of their elected members 
into the parliament, with 
the police shooting spo-
radically all day to avert 
bloody confrontation.  

At the end of the fra-
cas, the APC said they 
would not step down 
next time, threatening 
that “whatever they 
want, they will get it”, 
while the PDP youths 
claimed that “some of 
our people are right now 
in hospitals”. 

INEC had announced 
December 10, 2016 as 
new date for the reruns, 
but tension resumed im-
mediately with alleged 
arrest of fake results 
printers. Now, clashes 
are being threatened. 

“Rivers Police Com-
mand ACP Operations, 
Steve Aso, attempted 
to invade Government 
House. Police opened 

fire on PDP supporters 
on peaceful procession 
for democracy,” the Gov-
ernment House said in a 
statement.

The day began with 
APC supporters staging a 
‘peaceful protest’ in Port 
Harcourt demanding for 
the swearing-in of two 
lawmakers elected on 
the party’s platform into 
the State House of As-
sembly, Victoria Nyeche 
representing Port Har-
court 1 Constituency 
and Andrew Miller rep-
resenting Opobo/Nkoro 
Constituency.

This was countered 
by the PDP who said 
they were out on solidar-
ity protest to the speaker. 
All the seats in the pres-
ent House of Assembly 
are occupied by PDP 
members with the ex-
ception of the two APC 
members who are yet to 
be the sworn in by the 
speaker.   

The APC protesters 
marched from the party’s 
secretariat along Forces 
Avenue, Old GRA, to ma-
jor streets, with placards 
that read: “Rivers State 
House of Assembly must 
obey court order”, “Wike, 
allow rule of law to pre-
vail”, amongst others.

But to avoid clashes 
with PDP supporters, 
the protesters were pre-
vented by policemen, 
who took over strategic 

House security prevent-
ed them from gaining 
entrance,” Nwakaudu 
said. 

The statement also 
claimed that the ACP 
kept shouting, “These 
APC supporters must 
meet Wike in Govern-
ment House since they 
cannot go to the State 
House of Assembly”, 
adding that the police 
commander backed the 
APC protesters with 20 
Hilux vans and other 
security vans in their 
company. 

“Despite the attacks 
by the Rivers State 
Police Command, the 
members of the PDP 
marched to the Rivers 
State House of Assem-
bly where they declared 
that nobody would be 
allowed to rig elections 
in the state,” he said. The 
statement quoted the 
PDP publicity secretary 
was quoted by the Gov-
ernment House to have 
said that despite the at-
tacks by the police, the 
PDP members marched 
to the House of Assem-
bly to show solidarity 
with the speaker and 
honourable members. 

“If they think that 
they can do what they 
did in Edo State here in 
Rivers State, they are 
mistaken. They will be 
duly resisted,” he was 
quoted as saying.

33% of married women in Lagos are not using 
any family planning method

T
hirty-three per-
cent of married 
women in La-
gos between the 

ages of 15-49 are not us-
ing any family planning 
method, according to 
findings from a survey 
conducted by Perfor-
mance Monitoring and 
Accountability 2020-Ni-
geria (PMA2020-NG) 
research team.

Funmi OlaOlorun, 
lecturer and honorary 
consultant at College of 
Medicine, University 
of Ibadan, who headed 
the research, said the 
findings were true for 

both modern methods 
[pills, condoms, inject-
able, intrauterine devic-
es (IUDs) and implants] 
and traditional methods 
(withdrawal and peri-
odic abstinence).

The research team 
als o finds that the 
wealthier women in the 
state were more likely 
than their poorer coun-
terparts to report using a 
family planning method.

The survey results 
were disseminated on 
October 25, at an event 
at the Lagos State Minis-
try of Health chaired by 
the Commissioner and 
attended by 40 family 
planning stakeholders in 

IgnatIus Chukwu

special assistant on elec-
tronic media to Gover-
nor Wike, said in a state-
ment that Rivers Police 
Command ACP Opera-
tions’ attempt to invade 
the Government House 
was a major breach of 
security and a threat to 
the peace of Rivers State. 

“At the front of the 
Government House, 
Port Harcourt, the ACP 
and his operatives physi-
cally assaulted the Chief 
Security Officer of Gov-
ernment House. They 
shot repeatedly into the 
air, but the Government 

anthOnIa OBOkOh

...aPC, PDP in war of words

government buildings 
in the state, especially 
the Government House, 
the State House of As-
sembly complex and 
the State High Court 
complex, from going 
beyond the CBN.

Speaking to news-
men later, secretary of 
APC in the state, Emeka 
Bekee, said they did not 
take their protest to 
the State House of As-
sembly complex as ini-
tially planned because 
of Governor Nyesom 
Wike’s planned visit to 
the House.

Speaking to newsmen 
also, publicity secretary 
of PDP in the state, Sam-
uel Nwanosike, who is 
also the caretaker com-
mittee chairman of Ik-
werre local council area, 
denied claims by the 
police that supporters 
of the party were out to 
counter the protest by 
members of the opposi-
tion APC, insisting that 
they had mobilised to 
pay a solidarity visit to 
the Speaker of the State 
House of Assembly, Ad-
ams Dabatorudima.

Simeon Nwakaudu, 

government and family 
planning stakeholders 
is to find a way to finan-
cially assist these poor 
women to access the 
family planning method 
of their choice, so they 
can decide (along with 
their partners) if and 
when to have children. 

“This is essential be-
cause despite the wide-
spread information that 
contraception is free, the 
survey showed that 1 in 
10 public facilities and 
7 in 10 private facilities 
charge for family plan-
ning services,” she said.

“The involvement 
of the government in 

Continues on  page  7

the state
“The survey also 

showed that the poor-
est women were more 
than twice as likely as 
the richest women to re-
port that they were not 
using a family planning 
method, even though 
they wished to post-
pone their next birth 
for at least 2 years, were 
unsure if or when they 
wanted another child, 
or already had all the 
children they wanted. 
These women are said 
to have an “unmet need 
for family planning,” said 
OlaOlorun.

She said that the chal-
lenge for the Lagos state 
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Abia LG polls: CP Reads 
riot act to politicians

F
ollowing the 
death of two 
p e r s o n s  i n 
A b i a  S t at e 
when the of-

fice of the Transition 
Committee chairman of 
Isiala Ngwa was razed 
down by suspected po-
litical thugs during the 
People’s Democratic 
Party chairmanship 
primaries last week, 
Leye Oyebade, the Abia 
State Police Commis-
sioner, has warned pol-
iticians to desist from 
making inflammatory 
statements that could 
cause breach of peace 
in the state.

Oyebade, who stated 
this in Umuahia, the 
state capital, said the 
attention of the Com-
mand had been drawn 

troublemakers. He also 
urged parents to cau-
tion their children and 
wards against being 
used by ambitious poli-
ticians as thugs.

to unnecessary com-
ments made by few 
politicians regarding 
the party’s primaries, 
adding that it was em-
barrassing for politi-
cians to create problems 
to undermine state gov-
ernment’s good inten-
tion to organize free, 
fair and credible local 
government election in 
the state.

He enjoined politi-
cians to play the game 
according to rules and 
regulations guiding the 
party to avoid unneces-
sary blame on certain 
quarters.

He said the police 
had been put on red 
alert to checkmate in-
dividuals and groups 
who might wish to hide 
under the ongoing po-
litical process in the 
state to cause mayhem.

The Abia police boss 

appealed to the people 
of the state to go about 
their normal business-
es, while assuring them 
that his command was 
on ground to deal with 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Reddington Hospital 
launches hi-tech MRI centre

Oyebade

T
he Reddington 
Hospital Group 
Lagos has again 
raised the bar 

in provision of excellent 
health-care service and 
patients’ management 
as it launched a new 
hi-tech Magnetic Reso-
nance Imaging (MRI) 
centre with the acquisi-
tion of 1.5 Tesla Signa 
Explorer MRI scanner 
from General Electric 
(GE) Healthcare.

The new MRI centre, 

MAXY Super Specialty 
Centre, was launched 
is an indication of the 
hospital’s readiness to 
provide seamless and 
quality care in the hos-
pital’s value chain.

“We are not playing 
God but we can assure 
our patients and all those 
who use our facilities of 
100 percent accuracy 
in diagnosis, excellent 
management and care to 
complete recovery and 
wellness,” he said. 

which is housed at the 
Purple Ray Diagnostic 
Centre of Reddington 
Hospital in Lagos, is a 
cutting-edge medical 
equipment technology 
which delivers clearer, 
accurate digital imaging 
and reduces the high 
noise level and lengthy 
time associated with the 
conventional MRI scan-
ning machines.

“It also has technolo-
gies to significantly re-
duce the duration of a 

scan, improve patients’ 
comfort, give high image 
quality in patients with 
MRI compatible metal 
joint implants improving 
its utility in certain or-
thopaedic patients,” said 
Olutunde Lalude, Red-
dington’s Group Medical 
Director.

Yemi Onabowale, 
CEO, Reddington Hospi-
tal Group, said the launch 
of the MRI centre coming 
four weeks after anoth-
er specialist centre, the 

A
ll is set for the 
2016 edition 
of the annu-
al  Women 

in Successful Careers 
(WISCAR) Mentorship 
and Leadership event 
and induction of an-
other batch of success-
ful mentees. A highly 
structured mentoring 
program for profes-
sional career women, 
the event will witness 
the converging of great 
men and women. The 
WISCAR Mentorship 
and Leadership pro-
gram encourages pro-
fessional career wom-
en to achieve their full 
potentials and guides 
them to make informed 
career choices.

This year’s event 
themed “Women Ris-
i n g -  Tra n s fo r m i n g 
leadership” is sched-
uled to hold on Satur-
day, December 10, at 
The Ace Olivia Hall, 
City Mall, Muson Cen-
tre, Onikan Lagos. It 
will highlight the im-
portance of the con-
tribution of women to 
the growth and devel-
opment of the nation 
and ensure equal op-
portunity and empow-
erment of women for 
real development to 
occur in the country.

Rear Admiral Itunu 
Hotonou, first female 
Rear Admiral in Nige-
ria is expected to give 
the keynote speech at 
the event, while the 
goodwill message will 
be delivered by Dr Id-
iat Oluranti Adebule, 
Deputy Governor of 
Lagos State as the spe-
cial guest of honour.

This will be followed 
by a panel discussion 
by carefully selected 
e xe mp la ry wome n 
who are leaders in 
their various fields of 
endeavour, including; 
Abiola Alabi – Former 
Managing Director M-
NET, Bolanle Austen 
Peters - Founder Terra 
culture and Mrs. Hajara 
Adeola -Managing Di-
rector, Lotus Capital

Amina Oyagb ola 
founder of WISCAR 
while speaking on the 
upcoming event said 
“The WISCAR men-
toring and leadership 
event is a very special 
event. Every year we 

feature distinguished 
women and men and 
engage meaningfully 
with them through 
panel discussions to 
tease out key and rel-
evant issues that relate 
to gender, leadership, 
mentorship and devel-
opment. The Theme 
we selected this year 
is particularly relevant 
at this defining time in 
the history of the world 
with women in several 
positions of leadership.”

A key highlight of 
the event will be the 
presentation of the 5th 
distinguished WISCAR 
Award to a worthy 
beneficiary in apprecia-
tion and recognition of 
her achievement and 
impact in our world. 
Previous awarde es 
are; Aloma Mukhtar; 
former Chief Justice 
of the Supreme Court 
of Nigeria, Ayo Obe; 
Human Right Activist, 
Oby Ezekwesili; former 
Vice President World 
Bank and Minister of 
Education and Solid 
Minerals and Ifueko 
Omoigui Okauru, for-
mer FIRS Executive 
Chairperson

Expected among the 
attendees will be CEOs 
of notable companies 
and corporations, se-
nior corporate execu-
tives, ministers, legisla-
tors, HR Professionals, 
ministers, ambassadors 
as well as WISCAR ad-
visory board members, 
mentors, mentees and 
professional men and 
women.

W I S C A R  a  n o n -
governmental organi-
zation has since 2008 
helped professional 
career women achieve 
their full potential by 
providing a practical 
and structured mentor-
ing program, conducted 
by a group of success-
ful and experienced 
professionals. WISCAR 
thus provides a frame-
work for strategic guid-
ance to engender in 
women the essential 
elements for success, to 
make informed career 
choices and to tackle 
professional challenges 
in a constructive man-
ner designed to add 
value to their organi-
zations and society at 
large.

2016 Women in 
Successful Careers 
induction holds Dec 10

L-R: Yemi Onabowale, MD/CEO, Reddington Hospital Group; Terri Bresenhan, president/CEO, GE Sustainable Healthcare Solutions, and HRH Rilwanu Akiolu, 
Oba of Lagos, at the official commissioning of Reddington Group’s MRI Centre and re-launch of the Purple Ray Diagnostic Centre in Lagos.
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Don’t drag Aregbesola into your political pig fight 
in Ondo, Osun opposition youth group warned

‘National Collateral Registry 
established to aid MSME financing’

T
he Central 
Bank of Ni-
g e r i a  h a s 
r e i t e r a t e d 
the strategic 

importance of the Na-
tional Collateral Reg-
istry (NCR) as a cata-
lyst in the growth of 
the Nigerian economy 
by assisting Nigerian 
banks to support Micro, 
Small and Medium En-
terprises (MSMEs).

This came to the fore 
at a three-day work-
shop organized by the 
Bankers’ Committee’s 
sub-committee on Eco-
nomic Development, 
Sustainability and Gen-
der for MSME desk offi-
cers in Nigerian banks, 
in conjunction with the 
CBN, NCR and the IFC/
World Bank.

According to the 
apex bank, MSMEs re-
main the engine room 
for economic growth, 
vehicle for job creation, 
tools for poverty alle-
viation and wealth cre-
ation for any country’s 
economy.

Mudashiru Olaitan, 
director, Development 
Finance Department 
of the CBN, said in his 
opening remarks that 
the purp os e of the 
workshop was to keep 
the industry operators 
abreast of the efforts 
being made to assist 
in MSME financing 
through the establish-
ment of the NCR.

“There are ab out 
37 million MSMEs in 
Nigeria and most of 
them have no access 
to financing. This has 
created a huge gap and 

national Finance Cor-
poration (IFC)/World 
Bank, said IFC, in collab-
oration with CBN, has 
been at the forefront of 
the establishment of the 
NCR to stabilize MSME 
financing and also boost 
the confidence of Nige-
rian banks in playing 
active roles in financing 
the sector in Nigeria.

“As an organization, 
IFC is bringing the ex-
perience we have gar-
nered over the years 
across geographies to 
bridge the knowledge 
gaps and to lay empha-
sis on the fact that glob-
ally, collateral for MSME 
is moving away from 

fixed assets to movable 
assets, hence the reason 
for the establishment of 
the collateral registry 
for the finance industry.

“The establishment 
of NCR is so strategic 
to MSME financing be-
cause of the new eco-
nomic imperative due 
to the need for diversi-
fication of the economy, 
focus on production 
economy, increasing 
demand for credit prod-
ucts, meet the expecta-
tion gap and the chang-
ing market dynamics,” 
Awah said.

H e  f u r t h e r  s a i d 
lack of adequate legal 
framework, registry 

thus the reason for the 
establishment of NCR 
to facilitate credit with 
movable assets,” Olaitan 
said at the workshop 
with the theme ‘The 
Secured Transaction 
& National Collateral 
Registry as a Tool for 
Deepening Access to 
Finance MSMEs’.

He enjoined partic-
ipants to use the op-
portunity to acquaint 
themselves with the 
process and take ad-
vantage of the coming 
on board of NCR to im-
prove their lending to 
MSMEs.

Bola Adesola, chair-
person, Bankers’ Com-

mittee’s subcommittee 
on Economic Devel-
opment, Sustainabil-
ity and Gender, noted 
that the NCR, which 
is a form of Modern 
Secured Collateral Reg-
istries, has increased 
the availability of credit 
and reduced the cost of 
credit globally.

These registries, Ad-
esola said, provide the 
basis for free-flowing 
credit markets, reduc-
ing the potential losses 
lenders face from non-
payment, ultimately re-
sulting in positive dra-
matic economic impact.

Ubong Awah, senior 
financial advisor, Inter-

for security interest in 
movables, know-how 
on movable assets and 
interest are some of 
the reasons why finan-
cial institutions are not 
willing to accept mov-
able assets as collateral, 
but with the coming of 
NCR, financial institu-
tions have nothing to 
fear.

Musa Olasup o of 
NCR advised financial 
institutions to take ad-
vantage of the registry 
to reduce the concen-
tration risk through 
diversification of their 
lending portfolio, add-
ing that the coming on 
board of NCR would 
bring about decrease 
in loan default among 
MSMEs as well as as-
sist the MSMEs to boost 
their production and 
create employment.

Mainasara Muham-
mad, NCR registrar, 
assured the partici-
pants that the Registry 
would partner with all 
financial institutions 
in bringing about the 
confidence required to 
accept movable assets 
as collateral in order to 
increase their lending 
portfolio, thereby help-
ing to boost the Nige-
rian economy through 
diversification.

Participants, who 
were drawn from vari-
ous financial institu-
tions, said the work-
shop provided them 
the needed opportu-
nity to hone their skills 
and learn new things 
about NCR as it relates 
to MSME financing.

A 
socio-polit-
ical  volun-
t e e r  g ro u p 
in Osun, De 

Raufs Volunteer Group, 
has warned opposition 
youth group in Osun to 
desist from peddling lies 
and unsubstantiated in-
nuendoes against Rauf 
Aregbesola in a bid to 
drag the governor of 
the state to the politi-
cal pig fight among the 
contestants in Ondo 
governorship election.

The volunteer group 
insiste d that thos e 
spreading lies against 
the governor are either 
lazy or blind to the on-
going physical devel-
opment in the state of 
Osun despite the cur-
rent economic reces-
sion.

“It is unfortunate 
that a so-called youth 
movement in Osun 
will lie without look-
ing beyond the wall 
that houses them that 
infrastructures in Osun 
are collapsing at a time 

L-R: Oloruntimilehin George, executive principal/heads, banks & brokers, financial institutions, Standard Chartered Bank; Mainasara Muhammad, registrar, 
National Collateral Registry (NCR); Alimi R. Adams, deputy director, banking supervision, CBN; Ubong Awah, senior financial advisor, IFC/World Bank, and 
Musa Olasupo, head, R&D,  NCR, at the workshop. 

Akinremi FeyisipO every nook and cranny 
is wearing a new look,” 
Bashir Oduwole, the 
state chairman of the 
group, said in a state-
ment.

“It is more of a con-
cern that our recent 
history of political event 
in Ekiti will be distorted 
to malign a workaholic 
governor like Ogbeni 
Rauf Aregbesola. It is 
even worrisome that 
youths will even engage 
in harmful dissemina-
tion of fact concerning 
the bailout fund on the 

altar of dirty politics. To 
set the record straight, 
Ogbeni is too focused on 
leaving a strong legacy 
of development in Osun 
rather than political an-
nexation of neighbour-
ing state,” he said.

Oduwole therefore 
advised the youth to 
key into the youth em-
powerment policy of 
the administration and 
the N-Power policy of 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari to bail them-
selves and the country 
out of the recession.Aregbesola
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ICPC calls for adequate funding 
of corruption cases

LauralStephens centre to boost 
competitive all-round academic learning    

A
s part of its 
vision to pro-
vide a world-
class educa-

tion in a world-class 
learning environment 
for students, Laural-
Stephens School has 
commissioned a multi-
purpose centre that 
will cater for the all-
round curricula and 
non-curricula needs of 
its students.

The center which 
contains state of the 
art facilities like swim-
ming pool, theater for 
play and recreations 
would boost the aca-
demic needs, talents in 
arts and also sporting 
needs.

S p e a k i n g  at  t h e 
commissioning event 
held  at  the  s cho ol 
premises in Lekki La-

gos Jos ephine Ndu-
buisi Kanu, Director of 
LauraStephens School 
said school have al-
ways strived to en-
courage each child to 
experience the excite-
ment,  the wonders 
and the joys of grow-
ing up and learning.

According to her, 
“ We hop e that the 
LauralStephens Centre 
which contains a swim-
ming pool, will further 
add value to the lives of 
our children as well as 
benefit the wider com-
munity that we seek to 
serve,”

G b e n g a  A s h a f a , 
senator representing 
Lagos East Senatorial 
District, while com-
missioning the Lau-
ralStephens Center 
expresses delight with 
the efforts made by the 

KELECHI EWUZIE school to provide an 
edifice where students 
will showcase their 
talents  in debates , 
dancing, quiz competi-
tions and other schools 
activities which he 
will help broaden their 
horizons.

Ashafa who was the 
guest of honour com-
mended the pupils who 
displayed Yoruba cul-
tural dance and used 
the medium to encour-
age schools to make 
Nigerian local language 
a priority adding that it 
will help the children 
understand Nigerian 
cultural heritage.

Highlight  of  the 
event featured a dis-
play of ballet dance and 
Yoruba cultural dance 
by the students who 
entertained parents, 
family and friends.  

LauraStephens students interviewing Gbenga Ashafa in company of Josephine Ndubuisi Kanu at the commissioning of 
LauraStephens Centre in Lekki Lagos on Friday

E
kpo Nta, chair-
man, Indepen-
dent Corrupt 
Practices and 
Other Related 

Offences Commission 
(ICPC) has called for ad-
equate funding for pros-
ecution of corruption 
cases as corrupt persons 
are financially equipped 
to fight back.

Nta disclosed this 
w h i l e  c o n d u c t i n g 
chairman and members 
of the House Commit-
tee on Anti-Corruption 
round the 95 Federal 
Government vehicles 
seized by the from vari-
ous government offi-
cials after the winding 
down of the activities 
of the defunct Subsidy 
Re-investment and 
Empowerment Pro-
gramme (Sure-P) by the 
current administration.

T h e  i n s p e c t i o n 
formed part of the visit 
by members of the com-
mittee to ICPC on over-
sight duties.

Speaking, while con-
ducting the members 
round the seized vehi-
cles, the ICPC Chairman, 
Ekpo Nta, explained that 
the recovery of the ve-
hicles was an indication 
of the firm resolve of the 
Commission to tackle 
the various manifesta-
tion of corrupt practices 
perpetrated by some 
government officials.

However, among the 
vehicles inspected, Nta 
said 40 of them were 
recovered from some 
retired officials of the 
Federal Ministry of Wa-
ter Resources.

In his remarks, Akin-
loye Babajide, who led 
the delegation, explained 
that the essence of the 
visit was for the com-
mittee to acquire better 
knowledge of what the 
Commission was doing 
and offer support where 
necessary.

He commended the 
Commission for foster-
ing a good image for Ni-
geria through its preven-
tive initiatives against 

...says indicted persons are equipped to fight back

...recovers 40 vehicles from retired public servants

KEHINDE AKINTOLA 

corruption.
Akinloye, who was 

visibly impressed with 
what he had learnt 
about the activities of 
ICPC harped on the 
need for the achieve-
ments of the Commis-
sion to be made public 
as a lot of people had 

the mindset that ICPC 
was not doing much.

“The perception of 
ICPC not doing enough 
should be a thing of the 
past. With what I have 
seen, we want to con-
tribute to the develop-
ment of the Commission 
and eradicate wrong 

perceptions of ICPC,” he 
said.

Earlier in his remarks, 
while receiving the visi-
tors, the ICPC Chairman 
had said that preventing 
corruption is a major ob-
jective of the mandate of 
the Commission which 
was also the thrust of 

what it was doing.
Nta defined corrup-

tion as an “opportunistic 
crime since people tend 
to abuse opportunities 
which then lead them 
to engage in corruption” 
and therefore advocated 
the elimination of such 
opportunities.

“ICPC is interested in 
the development and de-
ployment of high Infor-
mation and communica-
tion technology (ICT) in 
government processes 
to achieve success with 
greater ease. This will be 
the height of our preven-
tion activities,” he said.

The ICPC boss further 
explained to the law-
makers some preventive 
initiatives the Commis-
sion has institutionalised 
which have saved Nige-
ria a lot of money.

According to him, 
some of the sectors that 
have benefitted from 
these initiatives include 
the Nigeria Ports Au-
thority (NPA), Aviation 
and Education sectors.

Ekpo Nta, chairman, Independent Corrupt Practices
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UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

Numeracy skills take centre stage at Enoch 
Adeboye Mathematical competition final  

I
t will be a display 
of superior nu-
meracy skills as 20 
students from 10 
schools compete for 

the ultimate prize at the 
fifth edition of the Enoch 
Adeboye Mathematical 
Competition in Lagos.

The c omp etit ion 
which was founded 
in honour of the Gen-
eral overseer of the 
Redeemed Christian 
Church of God and a 
well-known professor 
of Mathematics, Enoch 
Adeboye, has so far had 
about 4,000 students 
participating in the 
competition represent-
ing over 2,000 schools 
spread all over Lagos 
State. Over N6 million 
has been expended on 
winning prizes and gifts 
for participants.

Speaking about the 
competition scheduled 
for November 23, 2016, 
Akin Adekeye, chair-
man, organising com-
mittee, said this year’s 

School came second, and 
Saint Michael Anglican 
College came third. An 
individual prize of a 
8-inch Android tablet 
was presented to each of 
the finalists along with 
some other complimen-
tary prizes donated by 
the sponsors of the event 
and the trophies were 
presented,” he said.

edition started in June 
with over 600 students 
participating in the pre-
liminary stage. The best 
10 students from the 
preliminary round of 
the competition, he said, 
were invited to partici-
pate in the final round. 
Each of the best stu-
dents will come along 
with their partner to 

represent their school 
in the final round of the 
competition, while prizes 
would be made available 
to the schools and also to 
the students individu-
ally.

“At the end of the 
last edition, Sanngo Se-
nior Secondary School 
emerged champions, 
Woodland Hill High 

KELECHI EWUZIE

T
h e  N at i o n a l 
Union of Local 
G o ve r n m e n t 
E m p l o y e e s 

(NULGE), Abia State 
Council, has called on 
the state government, 
security agencies and 
the State House of As-
sembly to carry out a 
thorough investigation 
into the death of two of 
its members during the 
PDP LG chairmanship 
primaries last week.

While commending 
the police and the army 
for arresting some sus-
pects over the incident, 
the union called on the 
Abia State House of As-
sembly and relevant se-
curity agencies to set up 
an inquiry into the ugly 
incident with a view to 
bringing the perpetra-
tors and their sponsors 
to book.

Recall that the office 
of the Transition Com-
mittee chairman of Isiala 
Ngwa was razed down 
by suspected political 
thugs during the Peo-
ple’s Democratic Party 
chairmanship primaries 
recently, leading to the 
death of two persons.

While addressing 
journalists in his office, 
Ijoma Onyenaucheya, 
president, Abia State 
NULGE, narrated that 
on November 9, 2016, 
“two staff of the council, 
namely, Onyemaechi 
Onyenro (Agric Dept) 
and Amarachi Orioha 
(Admin Dept), died in 
the incident while one 

Florence Akwarandu 
of Agric Dept also sus-
tained life-threatening 
burns and is now hospi-
talized”.

He directed that the 
offices at the council be 
shut down while staff 
should stop going to 
work until their safety 
and security were guar-
anteed.

“The union c on-
demns in strong terms 
the ugly incident and 
therefore calls on all 
relevant security agen-
cies especially the Abia 
State House of Assem-
bly to set up an inquiry 
into the ugly incident 
that took place in Isiala 
Ngwa North local gov-
ernment council and 
ensure that all those 
who are involved in 
the dastardly act in-
cluding their sponsors 
are fished out and pun-
ished according to the 
law of the land,” he said.

The NULGE b oss 
also called on the state 
government to ensure 
that the families of the 
victims are adequately 
taken care of or compen-
sated since they died in 
active service.

He appealed to local 
government workers 
in the state to be calm 
over the incident as he 
assured that the union 
was taking their welfare 
seriously.

He, however, advised 
them not to dabble into 
politics but to remain 
neutral as public ser-
vants in their respective 
council areas of service.

Abia NULGE demands 
investigation into members’ 
death at PDP primaries

New e-commerce platform 
YANDI berths in Nigeria

T
he growing e-
commerce space 
in Nigeria now 
has a truly in-

digenous platform fol-
lowing the launching of 
YANDI, a brain-work of a 
set of young Nigerian en-
trepreneurs out to revo-
lutionize the experience 
of consumers.  

Yandi, according to 
the initiators, represents 

the phrase YOU AND 
I (Y-AND-I), with the 
theme “connecting U and 
I to everything”.

The platform sched-
uled to be launched on 
November 25 is the first 
everything-for-every-
one online platform that 
opens a larger inventory 
option to both buyers 
and sellers.

Speaking on the mis-

sion of Yandi in the e-
commerce space in Ni-
geria, Scott C. Eneje, one 
of the initiators, stated 
that customers are set to 
enjoy a whole new expe-
rience in shopping.

“We provide online 
store spaces for different 
stores, brands, companies 
and individuals, giving 
the buyers a large market 
to select from and oppor-

tunities to pick out the 
most favourable place 
of purchase for their de-
sired goods or services,” 
he said.

“Yandi is the first ev-
erything-for-everyone 
online platform that 
opens a larger inventory 
option to both buyers 
and sellers. Our payment 
system assures you one 
of the safest online shop-
ping payment methods, 
which gives you full con-
trol of how you pay for 
your goods or services 
from your comfort zone 
and with ease.”

“Here at Yandi, the 
customers mean ev-
erything to us, and we 
make it our duty to truly 
connect everything to 
everyone,” said Eddy G. 
Udom, one of the initia-
tors.

He said that with Yan-
di, customers are assured 
of an online shopping 
experience like no other, 
adding that with an open 
market of unlimited ser-
vices and products to 
choose from, Yandi of-
fers a wide selection of 
items that spread across 
every human needs and 
wants.

33% of married women 
in Lagos are not...

particular, will ensure 
that the socioeconomic 
disadvantage of these 
poorest women does not 
push them into further 
poverty following the 
addition of another child 
that they cannot afford 
to properly look after,” 
she added.

PMA2020 is a quick 
turn-around mobile-
assisted survey that 
collects data on a regu-
lar basis to monitor 
performance towards 
the Family Planning 
2020 (FP2020) goal 
of reaching 120 mil-
lion additional women 
and girls in the poor-
est countries with life-
saving contraceptives. 
The survey is the third 
of its kind conduct-
ed in Lagos state, and 

was led by the Centre 
for Research, Evalu-
ation Resources and 
Development (CRERD) 
and Bayero University 
Kano (BUK).

FP2020 is a global 
partnership that sup-
ports the rights of wom-
en and girls to decide, 
whether, when, and 
how many children 
they want to have and 
is an outcome of the 2012 
London Summit on Fam-
ily Planning where over 
20 governments com-
mitted to addressing the 
policy, financing, deliv-
ery and socio-cultural 
barriers to women ac-
cessing contraceptive 
information, services 
and supplies. PMA2020 
supports the overarch-
ing goals of FP2020 and 
its working group on 
performance, monitor-
ing and accountability.

Continued from page  3
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Union Bank launches ‘Elite Banking’ in Abuja

Envoy urges FG to support efforts to 
resolve issues in Korean Peninsula

T
he South Kore-
an Ambassa-
dor to Nigeria, 
Noh Kyu-duk, 
has called on 

Nigeria to support ef-
forts at resolving the 
lingering crisis around 
the Korean peninsula.

Kyu-duk made the 
call in Abuja in his ad-
dress at the ‘Roundtable 
Discussion on current 
situation of the Korean 
Peninsula and effort for 
peace and unification.”

“We need the coop-
eration of Nigeria to help 
achieve unification of 
Korea; we want you to 
have interest in this is-
sue so that you can sup-
port us when the time 
comes. “For the time be-
ing, it is good for Nigeria 
and Nigerians to have 
knowledge of what is 
going on. If the Nigerian 
media could package 
reports on the issues in 
the Korean peninsula, it 
would also go a long way 
to help.

“Nigeria is a country 
which carries a lot of 
political and economic 
weight; I thought that if 
I bring this issue of Ko-
rean Peninsula, it would 
be discussed in a mean-
ingful way. The issue in 

the Korean Peninsula 
is one that is affecting 
international peace and 
security in our time.”

The ambassador said 
Korea was colonised by 
Japan and after libera-
tion from colonial rule 
then came the division 
in 1945 where the south 
adopted democracy and 
free market economy 
and the North adopted 
communism.

He emphasised that 
the two countries were 
brothers and sisters but 
that the closed nature of 
the North had impeded 
its growth and friend-
ship with the world ex-
cept few countries.

The envoy added that 
the two Koreas have 
same culture but the 
political nature of the 
North deterred econom-
ic and political devel-
opment of the isolated 
Region.

“ North Korea trade 
depends on China. In the 
year 2014, total volume 
of North was $7.61 bil-
lion and out of the $7.61 
billion, $6.8 billion was 
with China and the re-
maining 10 percent with 
the other countries. So, 
almost 90 percent of 
North Korea trade is 
with China.

“Our bilateral trade 
volume between Nige-

KENNETH AZAHAN, Abuja

(L-R) Paul Aseme, Head, Segments, Retail Banking; Dayo Odulate, Head, Elite & Royalty Banking; Ibrahim 
Kwargana, Executive Director, Public Sector; Sheahan Arasaratnam, Head, Retail Products, all of Union Bank, 
at the launch of the Elite Banking Segment in Abuja.

A
s part of its 
commitment 
to provide a 
range of per-

sonalized banking ser-
vices to its customers, 
Union Bank, a leading 
financial institution, 
recently launched its 
Elite Banking Segment 
for the emerging and 
established middle class 
in Abuja.

A t  t h e  s e g m e n t 
launch which took place 
at Union Bank’s Abuja 
Main Branch, elated 
guests and customers 
of the bank commented 
on why Union Bank’s 
Elite Banking Segment 
represents another inno-
vative service for them 
in Abuja.

Speaking with news 
men at the event, Bar-
rister Ikechukwu Oliya, 
a customer of the bank 
said “My experience as 
a Union Bank customer 
has been very reward-
ing. Union Bank has 
been in existence for a 
long time, and it is very 
satisfying to know that 
the bank keeps provid-

ing useful solutions to 
its customers’ banking 
needs.”

With the launch of 
the segment, the emerg-
ing middle class in Ni-
geria can enjoy benefits 
and value added banking 
services which are usu-
ally reserved for high net 
worth individuals. Some 
of these include an Elite 
Associate or relationship 
manager dedicated to 
them, access to exclusive 

Elite lounges at select 
Union Bank branches 
where they can carry out 
banking privately and 
Priority pass cards which 
among other benefits 
grants them access to 
850 airport VIP lounges 
around the world.

 The Elite Banking Seg-
ment also offers benefits 
such as accounts with 
zero maintenance fees, 
higher interest rates, 
premium discounts on 

loans, discounts at se-
lect local partner stores 
and an Elite Debit Card 
which gives customers 
automatic membership 
to the MasterCard Plati-
num program where 
they can enjoy exclusive 
lifestyle offers on travel, 
dining, entertainment 
and lots more.

 Addressing guests at 
the event, Dayo Odulate, 
Head, Elite & Royalty 
Banking, confirmed the 

bank’s promise to pro-
vide customers with ac-
cess to unique banking 
services that fit their 
lifestyle needs.

 She said “Union Bank 
recognizes the need to 
pay special attention to 
the middle class. From 
regular conversations 
with our customers, we 
realised the need to ad-
dress the gap in service 
delivery to this econom-
ic class in the country 
and the Elite Banking 
segment has been de-
signed to plug that gap.”

“With the proposi-
tion, ‘It’s All About You’, 
we are showing how 
we intend to engage our 
Elite Banking custom-
ers across Nigeria. From 
personalized service by 
dedicated relationship 
managers, to higher 
interest rates on sav-
ings and investments 
and special discounts 
on loans, we intend to 
support them fully in 
achieving their life goals 
and dreams”.

Speaking with guests 
at the event, Ibrahim 
Kwargana, Executive 

Director, Public Sector, 
Union Bank, empha-
sized on the bank’s com-
mitment to focus on cus-
tomer segments in other 
to satisfy the real needs 
of each segment.

“With the feedback 
from the public, we have 
segmented our custom-
ers, and this has aided 
the bank in providing es-
sential and precise bank-
ing services that truly 
benefits the customers, 
depending on the seg-
ment that they belong or 
aspire to,” he said.

“The introduction of 
the Elite Banking Seg-
ment is our way of re-
warding hardworking 
Nigerians in the mid-
dle class by providing 
benefits that help them 
achieve their personal 
goals. The launch of this 
segment is in line with 
the Bank’s objective to 
provide simpler and 
smarter banking solu-
tions and we are pleased 
to present this new of-
fering to our esteemed 
customers,” he said.

ria and my country is 
$4.46 billion, almost 60 
percent of the whole 
trade of North”, the Am-
bassador noted.

Also speaking, Ayoko 
Adelakun, the Under 
Secretary, Regions and 
International Organ-
isation of the Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs said 
Nigeria had maintained 
a friendly relationship 
with the two Koreas.

Adelakun said “Ni-
geria is not supportive 
of what North Korea 
is doing in relation to 
detonation of weapons 
and nuclear test because 
we believe in nuclear 
free zone.

“In the whole of Af-
rica, you cannot test 
nuclear weapon, and 
that is the kind of zone 
we want in the whole 
world.

“In 1960s, there was 
wide spread of catarrh 
and cough; it was lat-
er discovered that the 
cause was a nuclear test 
that was carried out in 
Sahara desert by France.

“Nuclear technology 
can be used for treat-
ment of cancer, multi-
plication of seedlings in 
agriculture, electricity; 
we support nuclear ma-
terial for peaceful uses 
and not destruction,’’ 
Adelakun added.

Noh Kyu-duk

Ngige solicits support for 
economic reform policies

C
hris Ngige, Minis-
ter of Labour and 
Employment has 
urged stakehold-

ers in the labour sector to 
support Federal Govern-
ment’s efforts at minimiz-
ing the adverse effect of 
recession on Nigerian 
workers.

Ngige gave the charge 
in Abuja, while declar-
ing open the 4th Reg-
istrar of Trade Unions 
annual workshop with 
the theme: ‘The role of 
social partners in com-
bating the challenges of 
economic recession’.

“A lot needs to be 
done to stem the un-
welcome tide of reces-
sion. Stakeholders in in-
dustrial relations must 
come together to proffer 
ways of minimizing, if 
not totally eliminating 
its adverse effects, as 
workers bears the major 
brunt of recession with 
the survival of trade 
unions threatened, and 
issues of downsizing, 
redundancy, casualiza-
tion, and indecent work 
among others on the 
increase,” the minister 
said.

Speaking further, 
Ngige represented by 
Clement Illoh, Ministry’s 
Permanent Secretary 
expressed optimism that 
various actions spear-
headed by the Federal 

Government will im-
prove economic activi-
ties and steer the na-
tion’s economy out of 
recession, while advising 
stakeholders in the la-
bour sector to bargain in 
good faith, open commu-
nication and appropriate 
disclosure of relevant 
information devoid of 
deceit, delay and denial.

The Minister opined 
that at the end of the 
workshop, participants 
would be able to develop 
strategies for overcoming 
challenges of economic 
recession and also en-
hance increased produc-
tivity for national devel-
opment.

In his remarks, Den-
ims Zulu, ILO’s Country 
Director commended the 
Ministry for proactively 
facilitating the platform 
which will avail stake-
holders in the labour sec-
tor the opportunities to 
discuss and proffer solu-
tion to the adverse effects 
of recession on Nigerian 
workers.

In their separate mes-
sages the President of the 
Nigerian Labour Con-
gress NLC, Ayuba Wabba 
and his Trade Union Con-
gress TUC counterpart, 
Bobboi Kaigama, posited 
that recession poses a 
lot of challenges  to the 
industrial relations mi-
lieu as workers, pension-
ers and their family are 
mostly affected.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA, Abuja
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Reps propose life imprisonment 
for financier of terrorism

NGOs want FRSC to investigate accidents before going public

T
o mark the 2016 
World Day of 
Remembrance 
for Road Traffic 

Victims, a road safety co-
alition made up of some 
Non Government Or-
ganisations (NGOs) has 
task the Federal Road 
Safety Corps (FRSC) to 
properly investigate 
accidents before going 
public.

 The group stated that 
some accidents could 
have been prevented 
from re-occurring if 
thorough investigations 
were done by various 
road managers on previ-
ous accidents.

 “The government 
needs to start putting 
its priorities right in ad-
dressing issues that are 

causing road crashes and 
accidents that can be 
preventable,” said Sam-
uel Babatunde Akinfe, 
managing partner, Road 
Safety Coalition.

 “The Federal Road 
Safety (FRSC) need to 
do more in investigating 
road accidents and not 
just running into conclu-
sion why  the accidents 
have happened when 
thorough investigation 
procedures have not 
been followed,” Akinfe 
said. 

 He said the theme of 
this year’s celebration of 
world day remembrance 
is Medical Care, Inves-
tigation and Justice. He 
noted that the theme 
was to draw attention 
to the best way accident 
victims can be attended 
to at post-crash situation 
to save lives. 

JOSephiNe OkOJie
ognise the tremendous 
economic, emotional, 
social and medical cost 
of road crashes and to 
assume a leadership role 
in their prevention.

The group also urges 
Nigerians to put a check 
on their road behaviours 
and ensure lane disci-
pline which according to 
them is the major cause 
of most of road accidents.

 “We do not want the 
statistics of deaths by 
road accidents to keep 
increasing especially for 
the vulnerable,” said Bo-
lanle Edwards, chief ex-
ecutive officer, Strap and 
Safe Child Foundation.

 “Children under five 
are being transported 
on Okada without ad-
equate protection and 
those transported in cars 
are not using seat belts,” 
Edward added.

M
embers 
o f  t h e 
H o u s e 
of Rep-
resenta-

tives during this week’s 
legislative activities ex-
pressed overwhelming 
support for the passage 
of the legislative frame-
work which seeks to 
prohibit financing of 
terrorism and related 
offences.

The bill which scaled 
through second reading 
on the floor of the House 
seeks to “criminalise in-
ternational terrorism, 
funds supporting the 
terrorism and seizure of 
terrorist cash and prop-
erty involved.”

Section 13 and 14 of 
the bill, provides that 
anyone convicted for 
financing or own a prop-
erty to be used as well as 
facilitate the acquisition 
of of terrorist fund by 
concealment, removal 
out of jurisdiction, trans-
fer to a nominee shall be 
liable to life imprison-
ment on conviction.

Section 17 of the bill 
recommends 20 years 
imprisonment term for 
any person convicted of 
any terrorist act, while 

anyone who conceals in-
formation about acts of 
terrorism risks 10 years 
jail term on conviction.

The bill also prohib-
its the manufacturing, 
possession,  acquisition, 
transportation, supply or 
use of weapons, explo-
sives or nuclear, biologi-
cal or chemical weap-
ons, as well as research 
into, and development of 
biological and chemical 
weapons without lawful 
Authority.

It  als o  prohibits 
dealings with chari-
ties linked to terrorist 
groups, request from for-
eign states and to foreign 
states on extradition of 
persons involved in ter-
rorist activities.

Some of the inter-
national conventions 
which prohibit terror-
ism include: Conversion 
for the suppression of 
unlawful seizure of air-
craft, 1970; Convention 
for suppression of un-
lawful acts against the 
safety of civil aviation, 
1971; Convention on the 
prevention and punish-
ment of Crimes against 
internationally protect-
ed persons, including 
Diplomatic Agents, 1973; 
International conven-
tion against the taking of 
hostages, 1979 and Con-

...as anti-terrorism bill scale second reading
kehiNDe AkiNTOLA 

vention on the physical 
protection of nuclear 
material, 1980.

Others are: Protocol 
for the suppression of 
unlawful acts of vio-
lence at airports, serv-
ing international Civil 
aviation, supplementary 
to the Convention for 
suppression of of unlaw-
ful acts against safety of 
civil aviation, 1988; con-
vention for suppression 
of unlawful acts against 

safety of maritime navi-
gation, 1988; protocol for 
the suppression of un-
lawful acts against the 
safety of fixed platforms 
located on the continent 
shelf, 1987; Internation-
al conversation for the 
suppression of terrorist 
financing; convention 
of offences and certain 
other acts committed on 
board aircraft and con-
vention in the making 
of plastic explosives for 

the purpose of detection.
The lawmakers in-

cluding Darlington 
Nwokocha, Nnenna 
Elendu-Ukeje, expressed 
the solidarity during the 
debate on the bills for an 
Act to make provisions 
for offences relating to 
terrorism, prohibit the 
financing of terrorism 
and consolidate all acts 
relating to terrorism 
and a bill to amend ter-
rorism Act of 2011 for 
the purpose of applying 
stringent prison terms 
for offences of terror-
ism, and remove the 
ambiguities in the Act 
and other related mat-
ters,” co-sponsored by 
Mohammed Monguno 
and Ahmed Kaita.

In his lead debate, 
Monguno expressed 
optimism that the bill 
when passed into law 
will checkmate terror-
ism and afford Nigeria 
to join the comity of Na-
tions in the fight against 
terrorism.

“It will encourage in-
vestment and deter any 
person whether within 
or outside Nigeria who 
intends to carry out any 
terrorist activity in Nige-
ria,” Monguno said.

Section 38 of the bill 
empowers the Attorney 
General of the Federa-

tion or inspector General 
of Police with the ap-
proval of the President, 
to grant request made by 
the appropriate author-
ity of a foreign State, to 
disclose any informa-
tion in his possession 
or in the possession of 
any state government 
department or agency, 
relating to the actions or 
movement of terrorist 
groups or persons sus-
pected of involvement 
in the Commission of 
terrorist acts.

“The use of forged or 
falsified travel papers 
by persons suspected of 
involvement in terrorist 
acts; traffic in explosives 
or other lethal devices 
or sensitive materials by 
terrorist groups; use of 
communication technol-
ogies by terrorist groups. 
If disclosure is not pro-
hibited by the provision 
of any law and if, in the 
view of the Attorney 
General or the Inspector 
General of Police will not 
be prejudicial to National 
Security or public safety.”

Section 31 of the bill, 
also mandated financial 
institution or designated 
non-financial institu-
tion to “immediately but 
not later than 72 hours, 
forward reports of sus-
picious to transactions 

Yakubu Dogara

...say lack of drivers’ training, road signs killing Nigerians
 Patrick Adenusi, 

chairman, Safety Be-
yond Borders, said “we 
are dissatisfied with the 
rate of incessant crashes 
on our roads and the 
attendant death that is 
following the various 
crashes.” 

“Relations of accident 
victims should begin to 
sue the government and 
relevant road agencies 
for negligence that has 
resulted to accidents that 
could have been pre-
vented,” said Adenusi.

 He urges the govern-

ment to ensure that all 
roads constructed in 
the country   to have 
signages, road map-
pings and free copy of 
the high way code to 
all drivers.

According to him, 90 
percent of drivers in the 
country are not trained 
by appropriate authori-
ties making them not 
knowledgeable about 
traffic rules. “Until we 
get the training of our 
drivers’ right, we would 
not get any sanity on our 
roads,” he said.

 We have long rec-
ognised our national 
interconnectedness in 
the problems of and so-
lutions to the road crash 
crisis and the need to 
intensify joint efforts, 
the stakeholders said.

 They urge govern-
ment at all levels to rec-



L-R: Fred Youdeowei, elder; Joseph Agboli, general overseer, his wife Blessing Agboli, all of The 
Victorious Army Ministries International, at the 2016 Bethel Victory Convention (BVC), titled “My 
season of Favour” in Lagos.

L-R: German Victor,  GM, government & community affairs,  Premium Steel & Mines Ltd; Kpomah Solomon, 
chairman, Udu Local Government Council, Delta State; Prasanta Kumar Mishra, CEO, Premium Steel 
& Mines Ltd,his Wife; Bidyut Prava Mishra and Omene Esther, vice chairman, Udu Local Government 
Council, Delta State at the presentation ceremony of a fully fitted ultra-modern ambulance and 3 bedroom 
bungalow to the Udu LGA by Premium Steel & Mines Ltd.

Standing  7th  right  is the Chairperson  of  Utuh  Development Union Women’s wing Lagos branch,  
Ifeoma   Oyiloha   with others during  a  visit  to the Red Cross Motherless  Babies Home Makoko, 
Yaba recently.

Leadership Seminar organized by Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN) Lagos State Branch at their 
Secretariat Alausa CBD, Ikeja  Lagos on September 3rd 2016 seated 3rd from Right , His Grace Apostle 
Adebayo Abiola (JP) chairman CAN Lagos State 4th from right, Rev. (Dr) Debo Adelakun (JP) Secretary 1st 
right, Elder pastor G.B. Soriinolu (JP)  2nd right, Rev. (Dr) S.E. Adeosun (JP).Guest speaker  1st left, Rev. 
(Dr) E.O. Ogundipe (JP)  2nd left, most Rev. J.A Ogunbodede (JP) and other local Government chairmen 

Tolu Adedeji , brand marketing director, P & G (Left); founder, BellaNaija, Uche Pedro(Second Right) and 
senior brand manager, P & G, Mokutima Ajileye (Right) presenting a cheque of one hundred thousand 
naira to one of the winners of Always #MyFutureStartsToday Essay Competition, Blessing Ada Ameh 
during the award ceremony held at Methodist Girls High School, Lagos.  

L-R: Bunmi Ekundare, Country Manager, Intel; Lukecia Gunter, Director of Desktop Partner Marketing 
and Engagement, Intel; Kunle Afolayan, Movie Producer; and Adim Isiakpona, marketing and PR 
manager, Intel West Africa at the Intel meets Nollywood round-table discussion with film makers, 
cinematographers and graphic designers recently.
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L-R: Executive Director, Mutual Benefits Assurance Plc.,Pastor Gbenga Ogunko, who stood in 
for Chairman of the company, Akin Ogunbiyi; President, Institute of Chartered Secretaries and 
Administrators of Nigeria (ICSAN), Nat Ofo, and Vice-President,  Samuel Kolawole, during the ICSAN’s 
Annual Conferenc in Lagos.

L-R: Executive Principal/Heads, Banks & Brokers, Financial Institutions, Standard Chartered Bank, 
Oloruntimilehin George; Registrar, Collateral Registry, -Mainasara Muhammad; Deputy Director, 
Banking Supervision, Central Bank of Nigeria, Alimi R. Adams; Senior FinancialAdvisor, IFC/World Bank, 
Ubong Awah and Head Research and Development, National Collateral Registry, Dr. Musa Olasupo at 
the Workshop on National Collateral Registry by Bankers Committee’s Sub Committee on Economic
Development Sustainability & Gender in Lagos.
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News Feature
Balarabe, Ubani, others back 
Buhari’s stance on CJN

T
he decision 
by Presi-
dent Mu-
hammadu 
Buhari not 

to immediately send the 
name of Justice Walter 
Nkanu Onnoghen to the 
National Assembly for 
confirmation as Chief 
Justice of Nigeria (CJN) 
after it was submitted to 
him by the past CJN has 
received backing from 
prominent Nigerians, 
including lawyers who 
expressed the view that 
the president has not 
acted outside constitu-
tional provision.

Balarabe Musa, for-
mer governor of the old 
Kaduna State, who is a 
critic of the president, 
said Nigerians should 
know that the appoint-
ment of a new CJN is 
a sensitive issue to the 
administration, given 
its anti-corruption cru-
sade, adding that it was 
unwise to hurry the 
president when he is still 
acting within the ambit 
of the law.

According to him, the 
president should not 
be encouraged to rely 
solely on the informa-
tion provided to him by 
those who submitted the 
name of the acting CJN, 
saying that President 
Buhari would be doing 
the nation a disservice if 
he failed to verify what-
ever has been presented 
to him, while arguing 
that there is reason the 

retired? If men of good 
conscience, especially 
leading lights in the legal 
profession, refuse to raise 
their voices against this 
tyranny, they will all be 
consumed by the tyrant,” 
he said.

Meanwhile ,  Bola 
Alabi, senior partner, 
Ikani S.O, Ikani, Afolabi 
& Co legal firm, said the 
current debates on the 
legality of having the 
new CJN in an acting ca-
pacity are characterized 
by sentiments and lack 
legal standpoint.

“What has the Presi-
dent done that is uncon-
stitutional? The new CJN 
resumed work last week 
in an acting capacity and 
he can remain acting 
constitutionally in not 
more than three months. 
Even in my own state, 
Oyo, the CJ of the state 
completed three months 
before he was made sub-
stantive CJ. There is no 
case here at the moment. 
Let us wait till the next 
three months and if the 
President fails to send 
his name to the National 
Assembly we can start 
talking,” he said.  

Monday Ubani, sec-
ond vice-president, Nige-
ria Bar Association (NBA) 
and former president 
of NBA, Ikeja branch, 
informed that President 
Buhari is still acting 
within constitutional 
provision and that Nige-
rians can only question 
the President’s motive 
when the new CJN ex-
ceeds three months in 

acting capacity.
When asked about 

the morality of the sec-
tion of the constitution 
which tends to put the 
office of the NJC at the 
mercy of the executive 
and the legislature, he 
explained that there is 
no issue with the section, 
since the position of the 
CJN is appointive.

“It is an appointive 
position. What do you 
do when the person pre-
viously occupying the 
position just left and you 
have not been able to do 
the necessary informa-
tion you need to make 
inform decision on the 
subject? The constitution 
states that the new CJN 
would be in acting capac-
ity pending the time the 
executive would have 
done the other needful.

“The position of the 
CJN is not by election but 
by appointment. And 
so, if the man that was 
occupying there has just 
gone, and all the other 
things that would make 
the new man to occupy 
the position as substan-
tive are not ready, there 
is nothing wrong in put-
ting the  new man in 
acting capacity, pending 
when all the needful is 
done. I don’t think it is an 
abnormally,” he said.

He further explained 
that the only way those 
making a case against 
the President on the is-
sue can be on point is by 
making a case for con-
stitutional amendment 
which will insist that a 

constitution provides 
a maximum of three 
months for the CJN to 
be in acting capacity.

“The President may 
have information that 
we don’t have access to; 
I am not concluding this 
is the case. If the Presi-
dent has not sent the 
name of the new CJN to 
the National Assembly, 
there must be reason for 
that, we only hope it is in 
the interest of the coun-
try. But you know that 
the office of the CJN is a 
sensitive one; let’s allow 
the President for now as 
he acts within constitu-
tional provision,” he told 
BD SUNDAY.

The acting capacity 
position of the new CJN 
was also a major political 
discourse penultimate 
week, with Ayodele Fay-
ose, Ekiti State governor, 
taking a swipe at the 
presidency for what he 
termed “effort by cabals 
at Aso Rock” to stop the 
new CJN from becoming 
substantive number five 
citizen of the country.

He alleged that the ap-
pointment of Onnoghen 
as acting CJN was “either 
a grand plot to deprive 
him of his well-deserved 
appointment as CJN 
because he is from the 
South-South region or 
those cabals in Aso Rock 
want to hold him by the 
jugular, using his confir-
mation as substantive 
CJN to get him to assist 
them to pervert justice”.

Fayose, who spoke 
through Lere Olayinka, 

his special assistant on 
public communications 
and new media, alleged 
that the inordinate pow-
er game of the ‘Aso Rock 
cabal’ was apparent in 
the unnecessary delay in 
announcing Onnoghen 
as substantive CJN, and 
that the present arrange-
ment was a breach of the 
succession plan in the 
apex judiciary.

“This is the first time 
Nigeria is having an act-
ing CJN in its history 
despite Justice Onnogh-
en’s name being sent to 
President Muhammadu 
Buhari early enough. 
This is strange that the 
National Judicial Coun-
cil (NJC) recommended 
only Justice Onnoghen 
to President Buhari for 
appointment as the CJN 
in line with its rules, since 
October 13, 2016, yet his 
name was not sent to the 
Senate for confirmation,” 
Fayose said.

 “As at the time the 
NJC recommended Jus-
tice Onnoghen to Presi-
dent Buhari, it was 28 
clear days to the Novem-
ber 10, 2016 retirement 
date of Justice Mahmud 
Mohammed. Why then 
was his (Justice Onnogh-
en) name not sent to the 
Senate for confirmation? 
Why appoint him as act-
ing CJN when his name 
should have been sent to 
the Senate between Oc-
tober 13, 2016 when he 
was recommended to the 
president and Novem-
ber 10, 2016 that Justice 
Mahmud Mohammed 

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE new CJN can become 
substantive in the posi-
tion on assumption of 
office on the exit of the 
predecessor.

“That can be done by 
changing the constitu-
tion; but for now, this is 
what the constitution 
has provided and I don’t 
see any abnormally in it. 
If you check the appoint-
ment of the CJN you 
will find that all other 
arms of government are 
involved; the executive 
and legislature. Also, 
in terms of removal of 
the CJN, the executive 
cannot remove the CJN. 
There must be a two-
third majority of the 
House before you can 
successfully remove the 
CJN of the Federation. 
By that, no single indi-
vidual can wake up and 
say ‘I am removing the 
CJN from office’. That is 
a way of also ensuring 
the independence of the 
judiciary.

“To me, we can only 
ask for one or two im-
provements, but I don’t 
see any major issue in 
the current form of the 
law. If the person who 
is occupying the office 
of the CJN is playing 
the role he is supposed 
to play; he doesn’t go 
crawling or partying 
with both the execu-
tive and the legislature; 
respect the sacredness 
of the office; uphold the 
independence of the ju-
diciary, he will get his 
personal independence,” 
he said.

Justice Walter Nkanu Onnoghen Balarabe Monday Ubani

11Sunday  20 November  2016 C002D5556 SUNDAYBD 



Politics
12 Sunday 20 November 2016SUNDAYBD C002D5556

R
ecent happenings in the Up-
per and Lower Chambers 
have revealed the impunity 
with which laws are made 
or amended without proper 

understanding or recourse to the Ni-
gerian Constitution.

In a bid to retrace its steps after a 
goof in the past week, the House of 
Representatives on Tuesday, Novem-
ber 1, moved to reverse the planned 
amendment of the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal/Code of Conduct Bureau Act 
which had been passed and concluded 
by the Senate.

The call for the reversal was expedi-
ent following an outcry by Nigerians 
that the amendment was a form of 
muzzling the anti-graft agency.

Femi Gbajabiamila, Majority Leader 
in the House of Representatives who 
called for the review during plenary 
on Tuesday November 1, 2016, stated 
that the amendments contradicted 
the Constitution, and that the legisla-
ture can reverse a law made by it if it 
realises that it negates the rule of law. 

According to him, Section 15(4) of 
the 5th Schedule of the Constitution 
provided that the National Assembly 
gives additional powers to the CCT 
but the new amendment reduced its 
powers instead.

“We did not pay particular attention 
to the contents and clauses but when 
we discovered subsequently that 
those clauses are a mere infraction of 
the Constitution, it behoves on us as a 
House to hold our breadth and look at 
the Constitution again.” 

Gbajabiamila’s position was not 
shared by Rep. Kingsley Chinda, rep-
resenting Obiakpor Constituency of 
Rivers State as he interjected with 
Point of Order, relying on the House 
Order 9 Rule1, sub-rule 6.

According to Chinda the proper 
way to follow the matter if the House 
should revisit the specific item was by 
way of substantive motion, he then 
called that the motion be stepped 
down pending when a substantive 
motion would be brought before the 
House.

Chinda was supported by Rep. 
Edward Pwajok, Senior Advocate of 
Nigeria, SAN, who said that when a 
bill has been passed by the House and 
the Senate and sent to the President for 
assent, it was a violation or an aberra-
tion to revisit it when it had not been 
returned by the President.

Gbajabiamila responded that the 
said bill was still within the National 
Assembly and had not been sent to the 
President for assent. 

Ruling on the matter, the Speaker 
Yakubu Dogara who presided over the 
plenary then asked Gbajabiamila to 
come up with a substantive motion if 
he wanted the bill to be revisited. “We 
all know the rules as aptly pointed out 
by Honourable Chinda. And the reason 
why it has to come by substantive 
motion is to put in on notice so that 
members will not be ambushed,” he 
clarified.

Penultimate Monday, October 31, 
2016 via his twitter handle, Gbaja-
biamila had clarified that CCT/ CCB 

Saraki, others erred over CCT, CCB Act 
amendment - critics

Bukola Saraki

MABEL DIMMA

amendment bill has only been passed 
in the Senate, and not in the House of 
Representatives. 

He said: “The House of Representa-
tives will have to validate any of such 
amendment by the Senate before it can 
be signed into law by the president”. 
According to him, “For the records, the 
CCT Amendment has only passed the 
Senate. It is yet to pass the House, just 
for the records”.

It was surprising when later that 
day, via the same medium Gbajabi-
amila tweeted, “Apologies. CCT Bill, 1 
of many Bills passed in the House. We 
dropped the ball on this one definitely 
and hope we may be able to recall it”.

It can be recalled that the Senate 
a fortnight ago passed the CCT /CCB 
amendment Act, relocating the power 
to exercise authority over the CCB/
CCT from the President to the National 
Assembly at a time the Senate Presi-
dent, Bukola Saraki is still facing trial 
for false asset declaration at the CCT. 

As expected, this action by the 
House was met with opposition, anger 
and criticism from the citizenry who 
saw it as self-serving and a ploy for 
the lawmakers to legalise corruption.

The Nigeria public had a lot of 
questions concerning legality of the 
amendments but no answers were 
forthcoming and so when Olatunde 
Bakare a US-based lawyer took to his 
twitter handle to explain the nitty-
gritty of the law as well as the illegal-
ity of the said amendment, it was a 
welcome relief to all.

According to Bakare, “The amend-
ment of the CCB/CCT Act is null, void 
and an exercise in futility; a complete 
waste of time and a show of ignorance. 
The amendment of the CCB/CCT Act 
by the National Assembly is null, void 
and cannot stand as same is inconsis-
tent with the provisions of the CFRN. 
I expected the lawyers amongst our 
469 lawmakers to set the rest of their 
ignorant colleagues on the right path 
but alas, they didn’t.

“CCT did not just come into exis-
tence by virtue of the CCB/CCT Act 
but by the provisions of the 1999 Con-
stitution as amended. The 3rd and 5th 

… ‘It’s a shame on lawmakers who are lawyers’

Schedule to CFRN as amended dwells 
on important part of CCT’s existence 
and only a constitutional amendment 
can make changes to it, meaning 
amendment must be consented to by 
2/3 of all 36 State Houses of Assembly; 
without that, the provisions of 3rd and 
5th schedule stands. Therefore any 
other law, be it an Act by the National 
Assembly or not, that is inconsistent 
with the provisions of CCB/CCT as 
provided by the 3rd and 5th schedule 
to the constitution will be invalid, null 
and void to the extent of its inconsis-
tencies. The amendment can’t stand.

“Now let us highlight the most sa-
lient part of the invalid amendment of 
CCT/CCB Act by the National Assem-
bly and point out where it fails. Before 
that, may I point out that the wordings 
of 3rd and 5th Schedule of the CFRN is 
‘Shall’ and that means it is Mandatory 
and never optional. National Assembly 
altered the tenure of CCB Chairman to 
a term of 5 years renewable once. This 
is inconsistent with Par.17 (1) of the 5th 
Schedule CFRN. The paragraph says 
the chairman SHALL vacate his office 
at the age of 70 years. 

“17. (1) Subject to the provisions of 
this paragraph, a person holding the 
office of Chairman or member of the 
Code of Conduct Tribunal shall vacate 
his office when he attains the age of 
seventy years.

“Therefore, the amendment by NA 
limiting term of CCB Chairman to 5yrs 
renewable once is hereby null and void 
for being inconsistent with CFRN

“Second; the NA amended the Act 
to say all CCT nominees MUST be 
screened and confirmed by Senate. 
This is inconsistent with Par. 15(3) 
5th Schedule. The Par only makes it 
mandatory (SHALL) for the President 
and NJC to participate and the Senate 
CANNOT force their involvement.

“Par 15(3) The Chairman and mem-
bers of the Code of Conduct Tribunal 
shall be appointed by the President in 
accordance with the recommendation 
of the National Judicial Council.

“Therefore, the amendment to 
provide for Senate screening and con-
firmation is Null and void for being in-

consistent with the constitution. I have 
highlighted just 2 clauses from the 
amendment to show where it conflict 
with the CFRN and to show that the 
NA were totally ignorant. The CFRN 
in S.1 (3) provides that any law that 
is inconsistent with the provisions of 
the constitution shall be null and void. 
Except a constitutional amendment is 
triggered and 2/3 of all 36 States agrees, 
what the NA has done as it affects CCB/
CCT is a waste of time.

“What should the President do? 
Throw the amendment in the bin as 
same conflicts with the Constitution 
and tell them to go do the right thing. 
The whole charade is an embarrass-
ment and big shame on lawmakers 
who are lawyers for allowing this rape 
on our Constitution go unchallenged.

The National Assembly also pro-
vided in the new amendment that 
“accused persons concerned in a case 
before CCB must be given the oppor-
tunity to make a written admission 
of any breach or non-compliance and 
where such written admission is made, 
there shall be no reference to the CCT”.

Meanwhile, the law in paragraph 
15(3) e of the 3rd Schedule to the 1999 
CFRN provides that: The Code of 
Conduct Bureau shall have power to 
receive complaints about non-compli-
ance with or breach of the provisions 
of the Code of Conduct or any law in 
relation thereto, investigate the com-
plaint and, where appropriate, refer 
such matters to the Code of Conduct 
Tribunal”…

This provision according to Bakare did 
not make it mandatory for the CCB to give 
any accused opportunity for any written 
admission and after which he will be free 
to go with his/her loot. The accused will 
get his opportunity to defend, admit or 
refute the allegations when and if the 
matter is referred to the CCT.

“Let us all reason this, why should 
an accused be allowed to admit to com-
mitting an offence deliberately and 
after that allowed to go away simply 
because he has admitted the offence? 
Does that serve as a deterrent to the 
commission of such offence or encour-
age false declaration and stealing of 
public asset”, asks Bakare.

It simply means a Public Officer can 
knowingly declare false or anticipa-
tory asset, get into office, steal public 
funds to get new assets and when 
CCB questions him, (according to the 
new amendment), he will say, “Okay, 
I admit” and after that, he will be al-
lowed to go away with it. Does that 
not negate the purpose of the Code of 
Conduct? With this logic, we should 
just tell thieves that, “See, you stole and 
he will admit, ‘I stole’ and afterwards, 
we will tell him to go and enjoy his 
stolen goods. Brilliant Lawmakers!” 
Bakare chided.

Bakare’s analysis of the amend-
ments and citation of several parts of 
the Constitution which it contradicts 
may have been responsible for the 
turnaround by Gbajabiamila. But no 
matter how the call for a review of 
the amendment came about, it shows 
that Nigerians are keenly following 
developments and happenings in the 
sphere of government and ready to 
take their future in their own hands; 
it is no longer business-as-usual.
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have put all things in place and trained 
all personnel involved in the election; 
the collation officers and the security 
officers that would be on ground. You 
know we have three wards in Ondo 
State and all are ready. The night before 
the elections, all personnel will sleep 
where voting materials are and move 
from there to the polling unites across 
the state.

“We have done several stakeholders 
meetings and had the last one on Tues-
day; where we again sought the cor-
poration of all and reiterated the need 
for peaceful election. But Nigerians 
should know that when elections be-
come inconclusive because of violence 
INEC cannot be blamed. Inconclusive 
elections are neither in the interest of 
Nigeria or INEC. But INEC is fully ready 
for Ondo State”, he said.        

The election is a keen horse race 
between three major candidates and 
their political parties, namely: Rotimi 
Akeredolu, All Progressives Congress 
(APC), whose emergence divided the 
party; Eyitayo Jegede, Peoples Demo-
cratic Party (PDP), and Olusola Oke, 
Alliance for Democracy (AD), respec-
tively.

But some observers are predicting 
that the substitution of Jegede’s name 
by INEC with that of Jimoh Ibrahim 
might cause likely clashes between 
the former’s supporters and those of an 
APC senator, Tayo Alasoadura, who is 

also from the area. Jegede is challeng-
ing the substitution and the Court of 
Appeal is expected to give a judgment 
on the matter this week.

But an Abuja Division of the Appeal 
Court penultimate Friday suspended 
all pending matters relating to the 
ongoing judicial battle for an Ondo 
State governorship ticket, pending the 
determination of applications at the 
Supreme Court. A three-member panel 
of justices at the appellate court, led by 
Ibrahim Salauwa, gave the ruling at a 
brief session.

Taiwo Gbenga, a Port Harcourt 
based political pundit, said Muhmud’s 
INEC cannot afford to fail Nigerians 
in the Ondo election after being in 
charged for over a year, arguing that 
three governorship elections provided 
enough ground to test-run whatever 
adjustment or changes the leadership 
is making to Jega’s progress.

“With the huge successes the Jega 
led INEC recorded I don’t see any cogent 
reason for the present INEC to have 
inconclusive elections. Let’s agree to 
some extent that Bayelsa State was a bit 
tough and volatile because of militancy 
in the region, but INEC should have 
worked with the Police ahead of time. 
That is what it means to be proactive. 
Till today, Kogi State is still divided over 
the election that produced the current 
governor; although, INEC is not primar-
ily to be blame for that, it was party 

affairs. Then the recent governorship 
election in Edo State that produced 
Godwin Obaseki was also postponed. 
INEC should do everything within its 
power to avoid inconclusive elections 
in Ondo State and save us money”, he 
explained.  

Gbenga however said having a 
peaceful and successful election is 
not the responsibility of the electoral 
commission alone and that a situation 
where politicians see election as ‘do or 
die affair’ is a dangerous political cul-
ture that all must join hands to address.

“If politicians are bent on doing evil, 
INEC cannot help that. If elections are 
about the people there shouldn’t be any 
need for us to shed blood. I am looking 
forward to a time in or our democratic 
journey when government would be 
formed based on who has something 
to offer the people including opposition 
members, rather than just rewarding 
party loyalists with appointments at 
the expense of merit. Ondo people are 
not violent. INEC should not have too 
much security challenges if they are 
working with Police”, he said. 

On his part, Nelson Ekujumi, general 
secretary, Committee for the Protec-
tion of Peoples Mandate (CPPM), said 
the larger responsibility also behooves 
on other stakeholders to the electoral 
process like the security agencies, the 
political parties, and the electorates 
themselves because there are areas 
where INEC was unable to conduct 
elections due to the irresponsibility of 
these stakeholders.

“INEC is always conscious of its 
responsibility in the Electoral Act, pro-
vided in the Constitution and where 
the election does not meet up with the 
mandates or provisions of the Electoral 
Act, INEC can do no other justice than 
to declare the election as inconclusive. 
But we expect that the election will be 
peaceful, that the electorates will be 
orderly in casting their votes for the 
candidate of their choice. Also it is the 
duty of the politicians to respect the 
will of the people such that even when 
results are announced, everybody will 
accept it. There are other legitimate and 
civilized options for resolving a dispute; 
we don’t want explosives of any kind, 
we don’t want violence. The INEC of-
ficials are our children, our sons and 
daughters, our brothers, so we expect 
that the stakeholders to the election in 
Ondo will live up to their responsibili-
ties”, he said.

According to him, the moment, the 
politicians realize that their conduct 
will be a determining factor in deciding 
where the electorates will cast their votes; 
it will go a long way in making them to sit 
up. But when the electorates themselves 
are not informed, they can be taken for a 
ride. So we must make sure the focal point 
of our agitation and advocacy are the 
electorates because it is their cooperative 
resolve that determines which politician 
or political party will occupy office. It’s 
about the people”, he concluded.

All eyes on INEC as Ondo 
guber election holds

Mahmood Yakubu

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE

T
he Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
has assured Nigerians of its 
readiness in terms of logistics 
and security arrangements 

towards the governorship election in 
Ondo State next Saturday.

This assurance comes on the heels 
of heavy criticism by sections of the 
Nigerian public following what many 
call ‘successive inconclusive elections’ 
since Mahmood Yakubu took over on 
October 21, 2015, after the tenure of At-
tahiru Jega expired. According to public 
opinion, the number of inconclusive 
elections in the country has become a 
cause for concern.

Some political observers cited the 
disputed Imo North senatorial re-run 
election, and the postponement of Riv-
ers State senatorial re-run election as 
hand writing still on Nigeria’s electoral 
wall as far as inconclusive election is 
concerned; while others are calling 
for the reconstitution of the board of 
INEC as a way to find lasting solution to 
‘inconclusive elections’ in the country.

But Nick Dazang, spokesperson for 
INEC, told BDSUNDAY that the Com-
mission has done everything necessary 
to ensure a hitch free governorship 
election in Ondo State, adding that it is 
unfair to lay the blame of inconclusive 
elections in recent history at the door 
of INEC.

“We are ready for the election. We 
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fully, nigeria’s minsters of 
power, agriculture, and water 
resources were all on ground.

Morocco, an african coun-
try, is showing the world how it 
should be done. the north af-
rican nation is well on its way 
to achieving a totally green 
economy as well as providing 
its own power. it is building 
one of the world’s largest con-
centrated solar plants, noor-1, 
sited on the border with Sahara 
Desert which would be com-
pleted by 2018.

already, in the city of Mar-
rakech, i could hardly pick out 
electric cables as it was obvious 
they ran mostly on solar. the 
electric cars with zero emission 
are gradually taking over here. 
the cars are recharged using 
electricity and can be charged 
at home just the way we re-
charge our phones when you 
get home at the end of the day.

on the other hand, they are 
taking their tourism ventures 
very seriously, managing sites 
properly and creating more jobs 
for young people. as we went 
round, i silently asked myself 
the question: what is actually 
wrong with us in nigeria? Why 
can’t we use what the good 
lord has given? these people 
are in a desert yet so much is 
being done.

nigerian officials have 
blamed our lacklustre attitude 
on the dependence of oil. they 
too have not been able to make 
a difference without the oil.

on the lighter side of things, 
a colleague observed that there 
had not been power cut since 
we arrived in the city of Mar-
rakech and, voila, they decided 
to disappoint us that day. Power 
went out in the hotel where Mr 
President was residing. oh yes, 
have a laugh. nEPa followed us 
to Marrakech. later we were 
told by the security team that 
a switch went off.

in your own little way, plant 
a tree, and don’t cut them down. 
Plant native, drought-resistant 
trees and shrubs around your 
home and outdoor air-con-
ditioning unit. reduce your 
energy use. replace incandes-
cent light bulbs with compact 
fluorescent bulbs. buy food and 
other products with reusable or 
recyclable packaging instead of 
those in non-recyclable packag-
ing. change the way you think 
about transportation. Walk or 
bike whenever you can (most 
of the scientific backgrounds on 
climate change were sourced 
from previous reports on sci-
entific sites).

like they say in Marrakech, 
whether you buy or not, you 
keep smiling. Just do your part.

other greenhouse gases into 
the atmosphere. the gases trap 
heat within the atmosphere 
which can have a range of 
effects on ecosystems includ-
ing rising sea levels, severe 
weather events and droughts 
that render landscapes more 
susceptible to

wildfires. Scientists have 
categorized the effects of cli-
mate change into three groups: 
erratic climate and weather 
extremes, altered ecosystems 
and habitats, and risks to hu-
man health and society.

Explanations by scientists 
say climate change will pose a 
major threat to agriculture and 
will affect food security. rising 
atmospheric temperatures will 
increase chemical reactions 
that form ground-level ozone, 
also known as smog. Smog is a 
well-known lung irritant and a 
major trigger of asthma attacks. 
infrastructure and transporta-
tion will also be at risk. hot 
weather, flooding and other 
extreme weather events dam-
age infrastructure, put heavy 
burdens on electrical supplies, 
and disrupt how we travel and 
commute. 

Does this really concern 
us? Well, it is and its effects 
are both economic and social. 
We have serious desertifica-
tion in the north that keeps 
driving herdsmen southwards 
in search of pasture for their 
animals. We have seen hun-
dreds killed in clashes between 
these herdsmen and farming 
communities. in the south, 
coastal erosion is worsening at 
an alarming rate with at least 
2 metres of land lost to the sea 
annually.

For the continent, reports 
say africa accounts for only 
4 percent of the global emis-
sions, yet it is the worst hit. 
rising temperature, drying 
lakes, drought, displacements 
and resultant migration crisis 
are part of the effects in africa.

Perfect example for nigeria 
will be the drying lake chad 
and the decades-long gas flar-
ing in the niger Delta that’s 
built up effects from emissions. 
lest i forget, a lot of homes in 
the country including govern-
ment offices rely on generators 
for power. these contribute to 
emissions too.

in his address at the coP22 
meeting, President buhari 
said in nigeria the impact was 
already being felt by the more 
than 2.1 million people dis-
placed by devastating floods 
that the country has continued 
to suffer since 2012. he also 
said nigeria would consider 
climate-friendly agriculture 
that will sustain its environ-
ment while providing food 
for the populace. nigeria, as 
part of its intended nation-
ally Determined contributions, 
pledged an ambitious 20 per-
cent unconditional reduction 
in business-as-usual emissions 
by 2030 and a 45 percent con-
ditional commitment, which 
can be achieved with financial 
assistance, technology transfer 
and capacity building. thank-

i
t has been a great week in 
the medieval city of Mar-
rakech where thousands 
of people from around the 

world gathered to talk about 
the global climate effects across 
the board. nigerian President 
Muhammadu buhari led a 
delegation to the event just like 
his counterparts from other 
countries of the world. there 
was so much to learn from this 
conference.

Well, i could not be every-
where but i tried to extend my 
antennae and always have an 
ear to the ground so that i could 
have something to tell you. the 
organisation and coordination 
of the conference was spectac-
ular. it must have taken a whole 
year to put together. however, 
it seems to have been pulled off 
effortlessly by the Moroccans 
who, by the way, have been at 
the forefront of climate change 
efforts in africa. You see, from 
the point of a nigerian, there 
is so much to take away from 
Morocco’s effort, especially that 
of alternative energy sources. a 
country in a desert. on arrival 
everywhere i turned was dry 
land, desert all the way, and i 
wondered how the main city 
was going to be. of course, i had 
gone online to look up where i 
was headed, but i didn’t envis-
age the beauty i saw thriving 
in a desert.

i was awestruck most of 
the time looking around as we 
drove past well-tarred streets 
and well-coordinated traffic, 
heightened by visiting heads 
of state attending the coP22. 
Marrakech also has an irresist-
ible night life with its open 
bazaar where people shopped 
and sat out to eat freely up 
until about 2a.m. and security 
was spot on. Yes, everywhere 
you turned there were cops 
keeping watch. our chauffeur 
mentioned that anyone caught 
stealing was sentenced to five 
years imprisonment, hence the 
low crime rate in the city. 

Marrakech, a former impe-
rial city in Western Morocco, 
with a population of a little 
below a million people, is a 
major economic centre and 
home to mosques, magnificent 
palaces and plush gardens. it is 
also a major tourist destination 
in the country.

back to the topic of climate 
change. President buhari 
alongside other world leaders 
signed the Paris agreement 
last year in France to cut down 
on emissions, among other 
things, to save the planet. the 
Paris agreement which came 
into full force on 4 november, 
2016 seeks to strengthen the 
global response to the threat 
of climate change by ensuring 
global temperature does not 
rise above 2 degrees celsius of 
the pre-industrial levels.

climate change, also known 
as global warming, refers to the 
rise in average surface temper-
atures on earth. overwhelming 
scientific reports say climate 
change is due primarily to the 
human use of fossil fuels which 
releases carbon dioxide and 

With love from Marrakech: 
Learning and making a case 
for climate change

Reps assure on improved 
trans-border trade via 
Factoring Assignment bill
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M
embers 
o f  t h e 
h o u s e 
of rep-
resenta-

tives have expressed 
optimism that the bill 
which seeks to establish 
Factoring assignment 
will boost domestic and 
trans-border commer-
cial activities.

the bill which scaled 
through second reading, 
sponsored by nicholas 
ossai (PDP-Delta), seeks 
to create a service in-
volving a financial trans-
action whereby a seller/
owner (client) sells its 
accounts receivable (in-
voices) to a third party 
(factor), with the factor 
assuming full credit and 
collection of responsi-
bilities from the debtor.

in his lead debate, 
ossai assured that Fac-
toring assignment will 
create avenue where 
interval of contractual 
rights to payment of 
a monetary sum by a 
debtor is transferred 
by agreement from the 
owner to a third party 
involving both domestic 
and international trans-
actions.

he assured that the 
Factoring assignment 
transactions will create 
huge employment and 
increase the capacity of 
nigerians in the areas of 
information communi-
cation technology (ict) 
towards socio-economic 
development.

ossai further ex-
plained that the “re-
ceivables are usually as-
sociated with an invoice 
for work performed or 
goods sold. its essen-

tially a financial asset 
that gives the owner of 
the receivable the legal 
right to collect money 
from the debtor whose 
financial liability direct-
ly corresponds to the re-
ceivable asset. the seller 
sells the receivables at 
a discount to the third 
party who is specialised 
financial organisation 
to obtain cash,” he ex-
plained.

according to him, 
Factoring assignment 
has recently gained a 
global recognition and 
acceptability in 1998, 
the institute for the Uni-
fication of Private law 
in rome finalized the 
ottawa convention on 
international Factor-
ing which introduced 
important principles for 
international Factoring 
transactions.

“thereafter, the Unit-
ed nations committee 
on international trade 
law in Vienna prepared 
the Un convention on 
assignment of receiv-
ables in international 
trade in new York, 
2001. this has been nar-
rowed to Factoring as-
signment,” ossai noted.

ossai explained that 
the bill when passed 
into law will encourage 
the development and 
financing of domestics 
and cross browser trade; 
development of expert 
professionals in global 
commercial activities in 
financing of receivables; 
integrate nigeria small 
and medium enterprises 
(SMEs) into global value 
services supply chain 
and expand export sales 
with competitive terms 
and conditions.

it will also remove 
bottlenecks in arrang-

ing credit, saves time; 
provide credit protection 
for the buyer and do 
away with insolvency 
in any business econ-
omy; boost economic 
diversification; protect 
and reduce bad debts 
through professional-
ism and efficiency; help 
on short-term business 
transaction and increase 
turnover results, among 
others.

“taking into cogni-
sance the unavailability 
of fund for business ac-
tivities in nigeria, par-
ticularly in MSMEs and 
the constant liquidation 
and insolvency of most 
organisations in nigeria, 
the passing into law of 
the Factoring assign-
ment bill will provide 
great succour to an ailing 
economy like ours,” the 
Delta state lawmaker 
said.

Speaking in favour of 
the bill, John Dyegh ex-
plained that the Factor-
ing assignment concept 
will aid uniformity of 
border and international 
financing.

on her part, rita 
orji, chairman, house 
committee on Diaspora 
stressed that Factoring 
assignment as practised 
in developed economies 
across world including 
United States of amer-
ica, has created huge 
financial access in ship-
ping business without 
challenges through on-
line.

While ruling on the 
bill, Yussuf lasun, Depu-
ty Speaker who presided 
over the plenary ses-
sion referred the bill to 
the joint committee on 
commence and Justice 
for further legislative 
action.

KEHINDE AKINTOLA



T
he advent of digital media has 
turned the media landscape up-
side down. The news cycle moves 
at lightning speed, thanks to live 
tweeting, blogging and citizen 

journalism, all unknown just a few years 
ago. 

Fibre optics have revolutionized the 
telecommunications industry, the Internet 
is getting cheaper and faster and more 
communities are logging on, even in re-
mote areas in Africa. More people use their 
smartphones to receive digital content than 
ever before.

To remain accessible, conventional media 
practitioners in Africa are adapting to a new 
media world that is time-sensitive and more 
interactive. Advocacy journalism, in particu-
lar, is growing exponentially—bloggers and 
citizen journalists are mobilizing for various 
causes, including good governance. 

Although a lot has changed in media 
technology and operations over the last 
15 years, society still looks to the media to 
play its traditional role—to inform, educate 
and entertain.

In Africa the media plays an even more 
critical role, that of deepening and institu-
tionalizing democracy. Citizens need to be 
informed as nations take on new responsi-
bilities in a globalized world.

“Media plays an important role in build-
ing an informed society. Citizens need 
credible information from a media that can 
skillfully moderate debate and provoke 
meaningful conversations that can lead to 
transforming Africa,” says Eric Chinje, chief 
executive officer of the African Media Ini-
tiative (AMI), a Nairobi-based pan-African 
organization that seeks to strengthen the 
continent’s media.

To play its role effectively, according to 
Mr. Chinje, the media must see itself as in-
strumental to ensuring and improving the 
quality of life in society.

“Journalists see themselves as watch-
dogs. Instead, I see the media as a leader. 
Watchdogs just sit down and watch, but a 
leader stands up and leads. You have to walk 
and work,” Mr. Chinje said in an interview 
with Africa Renewal.

Africa needs journalism that innovates 
and supports innovation in a modernizing 
continent, he says, one that not only grows, 
but promotes growth and the development 
of society. It needs journalism that not only 
generates the ideas that are the engine of social 
transformation, but also moderates the debates 
that emerge from these societal changes.

This year, the link between media 
freedom and sustainable development was 
emphasized during World Press Freedom 
Day on 3 May, following the adoption of 
the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) 
by world leaders.

“The importance of free and independent 
media to inform the citizens of the world is 
crucial to the achievement of the SDGs,” said 
Irina Bokova, the director-general of UNES-
CO, adding that at this time of turbulence 
and change across the world, including new 
challenges that require global cooperation 

and action, people need readable, reliable 
and independent information.

“Free and independent media…is very 
instrumental in cleaning up corruption and 
enhancing bureaucratic accountability,” 
says John Mukum Mbaku, a senior fellow 
at the US-based Brookings Institution’s 
Africa Growth Initiative — a group that 
conducts policy research and analysis to 
help achieve sustainable economic develop-
ment in Africa.

“Investigative reports about corruption 
not only inform the public about venality 
in the public sector but can also force the 
government to take action to improve ef-
ficiency in the public sector and enhance 
economic growth and development,” Mr. 
Mbaku told Africa Renewal.

In Nigeria, for example, during the 2015 
presidential election, the media helped the 
opposition carry its message to the people 
and stepped up in forcing government 
accountability. In Ghana, an investigative 
journalist, Anas Aremeyaw Anas, has 
broken dozens of stories of corruption and 
organized crime.

The increase in investigative stories 
exposing corruption in many other coun-
tries across the continent, even those with 
authoritarian regimes, has helped put gov-
ernments on their toes. In Kenya, North 
Africa, and South Africa the media have 
been notably vocal in keeping the citizens 
informed and exposing ills facing society.

Still, Mr. Chinje thinks a lot more needs to 
be done: “We see a few cases, far between, 
of the right stuff. Once in a while, one can 
spot one or two good stories, but that is not 
enough to light up the profession.” 

The media itself needs to engage in 
capacity building, he says, which the AMI 
is trying to bring to the continent through 
training.

“Media technology has changed, but the 
thinking among the editors has not changed. 
Politically, socially, the populations, every-
thing around us has changed, but the media 
has not rethought its purpose in a changing 
Africa,” says Mr. Chinje. He proposes greater 

debate and awareness among the media 
themselves so they can “rediscover” their 
informational role in society.

While few dispute media’s importance 
in society, the numerous challenges they 
face in Africa threaten to reverse the gains 
made so far.

Digital media were welcomed across the 
continent, but technological adaptation to 
new media technology continues to pose a 
major challenge in many media houses. Un-
reliable Internet connectivity and outdated 
equipment mean that journalists have no 
access to the critical tools of their trade, or 
must make do with inadequate systems in a 
digital world, which may hinder their work.

However, according to Mr. Chinje, the 
biggest challenge for journalists in Africa 
is a lack of capacity to do their work effec-
tively. “You cannot inform if you are not 
informed,” he says, adding that many of 
them lack training in interpreting complex 
information, including data that needs 
skilled interpretation.

Media organizations across the con-
tinent, lacking an independent funding 
source, have historically struggled with 
financing shortfalls. This is partly because 
the majority depends on capricious govern-
ment advertising to stay afloat. Any small 
criticism could result in the cancellation of 
adverts worth thousands of dollars. In many 
countries the government or its agencies are 
the biggest advertisers.

While governments seek favourable me-
dia coverage, often sending out self-serving 
press releases that tout the good job they are 
doing in governing the country, journalists 
are obliged to look for the cracks and con-
tradictions in these messages.

Traditional media (newspapers, TV, ra-
dio) in Africa and worldwide are also losing 
revenue streams as readers and listeners 
shift toward free digital content. As audi-
ences migrate to other news venues, tradi-
tional media’s influence and, by extension, 
advertising revenues diminish.

As a result of media’s newfound coura-
geous voice and anticorruption exposés, 

press freedom is in jeopardy in Africa, with 
the media being increasingly targeted for re-
straint or even shut down in some countries.

Nigeria, for example, tried unsuccess-
fully this year to enact a vaguely worded 
social media bill that suggested draconian 
punishments for saying the wrong things 
online. Chad, Congo Brazzaville and Uganda 
blocked social media during elections, and 
the move was contemplated even in such 
professed democratic countries as Ghana.

In Liberia, the government this year 
shut down the privately owned Voice FM. 
In 2015, journalists were killed on the job 
in five countries—the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo, Ghana, Kenya, Somalia and 
South Sudan. Whether from government, 
armed groups or terrorists, threats and at-
tacks on journalists make it risky for them 
to do their work.

As the digital media world expands, new 
challenges have emerged. Without editorial 
oversight, information is unchecked and 
rumours gain credence over truth. Tales of 
corruption and other gaffs by public officials 
spread like wildfire on the Internet, making 
governments even more reluctant to give 
press interviews than they ever were.

Apart from government censorship, 
which makes it difficult for various African 
media outlets to perform their jobs effec-
tively, Mr. Mbaku says that they grapple 
with poor or non-existent infrastructure 
for printing and distributing newspapers, 
poor Internet connectivity and inadequate 
preparation of media workers.

Way forward
To build better strategies and survive the 

turbulence, media providers need to adapt 
to the demands of their society.

The most crucial survival strategy for 
Africa’s media is to migrate to cell phones 
and the Internet, and to generate content 
in local languages so it is accessible to a 
majority of citizens. Except for a few me-
dia outlets in North Africa that publish in 
Arabic and a few around East Africa that 
publish in Swahili, most media in Africa use 
English, French, Spanish or Portuguese—all 
European languages. This means news 
content may not easily be accessible to the 
majority of citizens, who are not literate in 
these languages.

The media and government in many 
African countries may be at loggerheads, yet 
the media is considered the “fourth estate” 
after the three arms of government—the 
executive, the legislature and the judiciary. 
“Government and media are two sides of 
the same coin. If they fight they destroy the 
coin,” remarks Mr. Chinje. “The government 
brings policy and the media should bring 
information about those policies to enrich 
the ideas and improve their implementation 
for the good of society.”

African governments need to enable 
the media to function effectively as an 
instrument of development and peaceful 
coexistence. This, according to Mr. Mbaku, 
can be accomplished by constitutionally 
guaranteeing press freedom and removing 
many of the bottlenecks, such as govern-
ment censorship, that have constrained the 
ability of the press to carry out its mission 
effectively and unhindered.

Feature
Sunday 20 November 2016 SUNDAYBD 15C002D5556

A new era for African media
Enter digital media with tweets, blogs and a plethora of new voices
ZIPPORAH MUSAU from Africa Renewal



Feature
How they take over power in Niger Delta
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

P
ower seems sweet, es-
pecially in the Niger 
Delta areas. There, 
some local councils 
are richer and worth 

more than state governments 
elsewhere. The days of swear-
ing in of new executives seem 
to be national events, probably 
because most citizens do not 
look forward to mere projects 
but closeness to anybody who 
can descend from staircase an 
share money.

This expectation is craziest 
when to comes appointments 
into the Niger Delta Develop-
ment Commission (NDDC). 
When it comes to debts owed 
to contractors, you will hear 
about N1.3 trillion; when you 
hear about debts owed to 
the Commission, you may 
hear about N1trillion; annual 
budgets, you may hear about 
N300Bn when oil was doing 
well. Even now, the budget is 
still huge at N244billion for 
2016. When it comes to fraud, 
you will hear about burn-
ing millions of naira before a 
shrine, or many billions stolen 
by one person; until Ibim Se-
menitari stepped in as acting 
managing director.

Now, as a new MD was 
marching to the Bappa Biriye 
Tower to take over from Se-
menitari, a huge crowd sprang 
up. Some said it was due to 
the excitement of swearing in 
that has been scarce for long; 
others said it was because 
loyalists of the party lords 
have been starved for years 
and expected the NDDC to be 
a compensation cow for over 
one year now. They think the 
acting appointment delayed 
the bonanza, now, time may 
have come, they think.

By early morning of Novem-
ber 7, 2016, the entire area on 
Aba road had been taken over. 
Groups displayed various ban-
ners. One was written; Hawk-
ers Association of Akwa Ibom.    

The press had an easy ac-
cess, but when the MD and 
the board members arrived 
at 11.38am, the gate bust open 
and war broke out. The young 
men (in the region, all males are 
youths), pushed open all doors 
and barricades. You could 
clearly see sinews running on 
their faces and arms, pushing, 
forcing, and hissing. You could 
muscles pressed on triggers 
ready to emit violence. Their 
eyes blazed with threat and 
fierceness.

Soldiers in the Commission 
seem to be well trained and 
experienced. Newsmen were 
scared, expecting a fireball of 
fights, but the soldiers relaxed 
and allowed the youth to get to 
their highest point. Then, slow-
ly, the soldiers tapped each of 
them on the back, asked them 

to move back, slowly. And, 
guess what? They sluggishly 
obeyed. At the end, without 
any breaking of bones, the 
event went successfully well.

The crowds had their shout, 
the new executives had their 
takeover. That seems to be the 
way of the Delta. If anyone 
thinks the crowd is foolish, 
then the person is the one fool-
ish. Those who attended the 
pushing festival would take 
photos and at the appropriate 
time, they would confront 
their man and demand for 
‘compensation’. The photo is 
evidence that they ‘worked’ 
and ‘suffered’ for you.

The chairman of the board, 
Ndoma Egba, seemed to inter-
pret the scenario correctly. He 
said the crowd and the message 
on their faces were a challenge 
to the new board. He said it 

was clear that the people of the 
region wanted quick solutions 
to their problems and that they 
wanted to be solved.

Egba however, made it clear 
that the solution would not 
be in sharing money to them 
every morning. It would not 
be about giving them fish but 
showing them how to fish. To 
him, the Commission may have 
to think in the area of skills 
acquisition and job creation. He 
will however soon find out that 
the NDDC had done that many 
times in the past.

There are those who simply 
want fish, not fishing gear. 
They come every day ask-
ing for handouts. They get 
starter-packs and sell them and 
come back. If you group them 
together and give them a con-
tract, they would share it and 
fight and come back. Egba must 

find a new formula. Sure, there 
are good youths who want just 
an opening once. Many others 
are not like that, Egba will also 
find out.

There are professional plac-
ard-carriers (protesters) at the 
gate of the NDDC. They occupy 
the open grounds opposite the 
tower. They have readymade 
card board papers and markers. 
They have those who write 
whatever message is needed 
for protests. They protest for 
you and collect N2,000 per 
person today, the next day, 
the opponent comes and the 
same ‘protesters’ will collect 
their N2k each and carry your 
own placards, thereby protest-
ing against themselves. If you 
come with your own crowd, 
you still have to pay them their 
protest allowance for your own 
boys to do the job, period.

The new NDDC bosses will 
have to understand how these 
things work, and decide how 
they want to begin to solve 
the problem; whether to solve 
the problem at the gates, or 
the ones in the NDDC various 
offices, or the ones in the com-
munities, or all.

This could explain how a 
tenure is assessed. This kind of 
game dried up under Semeni-
tari, some say because of her 
kind of person (for which she 
was not liked much around 
there) or because the boys 
knew she was on acting ca-
pacity. Now, the real landlords 
have come, the boys will come 
to test his resolve.

At the handover proper, 
speaker after speaker praised 
Semenitari, mentioning end-
less reforms she carried out. 
Contractors have continued 
to say how they have not seen 
this before; no percentage for 
MD and the directors anymore. 
The workers got much welfare 
sorted out, though it is never 
enough. Yet, those unhappy 
did not get the microphone; 
they will surely speak loud 
now.

Already, the chairman of 
the PDP, Felix Obuah, has shot 
the first bullet, saying the state 
gained nothing from her 10 
months. She shot back saying 
Obuah was struggling with 
heavy guilty conscience over 
abandoned projects. The world 
will surely hear more on this 
score.

The real matter everyone is 
waiting for is; did Ibim loot at 
NDDC or stopped others from 
looting? Whichever one, it 
would be tough for her. If she 
looted, it would be exposed 
and it would be too bad; if 
she didn’t but rather stopped 
others from looting, be sure of 
problems too, because many 
think it is their right and their 
turn to loot.
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Despite the hue and cry over the 
dastardly activities of the Fulani 
herdsmen and the Federal Govern-

ment pledge to tame the dragon, lamenta-
tions have continued to be heard in many 
parts of the country over the murderous 
activities of the herdsmen. Not only that 
the invaders kill the people, they set their 
houses ablaze, chasing them away from 
their ancestral homes. The other day, the 
leadership of the House of Representa-
tives resolved to pay a visit to President 
Muhammadu Buhari over the incessant 
menace of herdsmen across the country, 
with particular reference to the Kaduna 
attack. Last week, the herdsmen were said 
to have also plied their bloody trade in a 
sleepy Ndi-Okereke Abam village in Abia 

The murderous herdsmen

Etu tu Uzor Kalu?M
gberede nyiri dike! The news of 
Orji Uzor Kalu’s defection came 
to many Nigerians as a surprise, 
not because he was not capable 

of jumping ship, after all, he has done so in 
the past, but because of the circumstances 
surrounding the move. The former gover-
nor of Abia State has had the posturing of 
a superman, who many people believed 
was difficult to cow. His fight with former 
President Olusegun Obasanjo is still fresh 
in many people’s memory and since he left 
office as governor, Kalu has continued to be 
in the National limelight, to no avail. 

His last attempt ended at the Ap-
peal Court, where the election of MAO 
Ohuabunwa was upheld as the senator 
representing Abia North in the Senate. Kalu, 
who presided over Abia State for two terms, 
first left the PDP to found PPA in 2006, using 
the platform to contest the 2007 presidential 
election. 

Later he served as chairman of PPA 
Board of Trustee, before making a contro-
versial return to PDP in 2013. He yet again 
went back to PPA after playing ‘hide and 
seek’ with PDP for a long time. At a point, his 
attempt to re-join the PDP was thwarted by 
some party bigwigs who felt that his return 
could be inimical to their own interest in 
the party. 

His journey to the All Progressives Con-
gress (APC) may have effectively begun 
recently when the Economic and Financial 

Who knows Christmas is approaching?

That Donald Trump, candidate of 
the Republican Party in the just 
concluded American presiden-

tial election, has since been returned 
winner is no longer news. My concern 
in the activities and comments that 
preceded the election is that many 
people did not behave themselves very 
maturely. 

Some people put themselves in the 
place of God, going ahead to vow that 
Trump would never smell the White 
House as president. How, for instance, 
would highly placed people descend so 
low as to vow to tear their Green Cards 
if the man won, a flippant utterance 

Still on Trump’s victory

Making Tinubu uncomfortable

Events in recent times within the All 
Progressives Congress (APC) appear to be 
making Bola Ahmed Tinubu, a former 

governor of Lagos State and national leader of 
the ruling party, very uncomfortable. Tinubu 
has in the last few months had cause to disagree 
with the decisions of his party. First, when he 
wanted to field Faleke as a replacement for the 
late Abubakar Audu in the Kogi State election, 
he was resisted and instead, Yahaya Bello was 
preferred by some more powerful elements 
with backing from Abuja. The Asiwaju went 
home to sleep, waiting for another opportunity. 

He had targeted the Ondo State governor-
ship election, reasoning within himself that 
those who thwarted his ambition in Kogi 
the last time would show understanding this 
time around. He had chosen and anointed a 

O
rdinarily, by now the yuletide 
fever would have set in. There 
should have been various ac-
tivities showing that the year is 

winding down. By now children would 
have started to practice how to blow their 
banger. There would have been increased 
activities in the market as people try to 
make purchases. But things are simply not 
happening that way. 

It is not out of the unwillingness of 
Nigerians to shop or that they have grown 
weary of celebrating Christmas and New 
Year; it is purely because of their pur-
chasing power which has since dropped, 
occasioned by the economic realities on 
ground. 

A bag of rice which was between 

N10,000 and N12,000 last year is close 
to N20,000 today. The prices of other 
foodstuff have also skyrocketed putting 
pressure on many households. In the 
last one year, thousands of Nigerians 
have lost their jobs in the retrenchment 
exercises carried out by many companies 
on account of suffocating operating en-
vironment. 

The saddest thing of all is that while 
the masses of Nigeria are languishing in 
deprivation and abject poverty, their so-
called leaders are living large. Do those 
in the Aso Rock Villa know that there 
is recession? Do those in the 36 Govern-
ment Houses in the country think about 
hard times? 

Do their cronies feel the pain of reces-
sion and would they do without rice this 
yuletide? The answer is no. They have all 
these things in abundance at the expense 
of the longsuffering masses. Last week, 
there were some reports that the House 
of Representatives that boiled over in the 
last few months over allegation of budget 
padding took delivery of exotic cars worth 
some billions of naira, yet we are talking 
about recession. A good number of minis-
ters and the presidential aides are adding 
automobiles upon automobiles. They are 
having a nice time amid perilous times in 
the land. Our leaders must always realise 
that a meal shared is always more fulfill-
ing and sweeter than that eaten alone. 

candidate this time around and had thought 
that John Odigie-Oyegun, whom he installed 
as the national chairman of the party, would 
understand him and in the spirit of one good 
turn deserves another, allow his wish to be 
done. Unfortunately for him, Oyegun’s ears 
appear to be attuned to higher powers some-
where rather than the power on Bourdillon 
Road in Ikoyi, Lagos. 

The Odigie-Oyegun committee decided for 
Rotimi Akeredolu, a senior advocate of Nigeria 
(SAN). Tinubu had kicked and threatened, but 
the Oyeguns of this world had told him to his 
face that he should go and do his worst. Not 
wanting to suffer heartache to cardiac arrest, 
he decided to go on forced vacation abroad 
leaving them to do their thing. 

Rumours had it that he decided to root for 
the candidate of Alliance for Democracy (AD), 
but Tinubu must have been warned about 
the negative consequences of flaunting in 
the face of APC his alleged prostitution with 
AD, a party he ditched on account of crisis. 
Some unconfirmed reports allege he may be 
supporting the AD man with raw cash. Those 
who bandy the insinuation point to the mam-
moth crowd that attended the AD gubernato-
rial candidate’s campaign last Tuesday. 

The alleged ill-treatment of Tinubu in the 
APC has continued to be flayed by those very 
loyal to him. The other day, a group staged a 
solidarity march for the Asiwaju. Indeed, the 
politics in the ruling party is becoming very 
interesting. More fireworks please. It is these 
fireworks that show us that no party is better 
than the other. What is in the house of bees is 
also in the colony of wasps.

State, leaving behind tears and blood. A 
man, along with his wife, was said to have 
gone for a rice harvest in his farm. After the 
harvest, he had told the wife to wait behind 
while he carried some produce home. 

He only returned to find out that the 
woman was nowhere in sight. She had 
been abducted and held hostage by the 
invading herdsmen. The woman’s agonis-
ing cry drew the attention of the husband 
who rushed to find out what was amiss, 
only to receive machete cuts all over him. 

The woman managed to escape to invite 
the villagers. What followed was a micro 
war. By the time normalcy returned, there 
were many casualties. It is indeed very 
pathetic and unfortunate that while the 
Federal Government is doing everything 
to contain the Islamist sect, Boko Haram, 
an equally dangerous and wicked group 
hiding under herdsmen is unleashing 
mayhem on innocent people across the 
country. I think it is high time the Buhari 
administration began to get more serious 
and practical with its promise to end the 
orgy of violence perpetrated by the herds-
men. President Buhari must not allow his 
name to be dragged in the mud by these 
murderers who claim to be carrying out 
their satanic enterprise because of their 
affinity with the number one citizen of 
this country.

that has turned out to ridicule their 
persons and whatever they stand for? 

In life, what people forget is that God 
does not operate the way man does. 

Look at the defeat of Goliath by 
David in the Bible, was it naturally 
possible for a piece of stone tied to a 
sling to bring down a giant? At worst, 
it would give him bruises. But the huge 
man fell flat and that marked the end of 
the Philistines’ taunting against Israel. 
Whatever happened in the American 
election should serve as a big lesson to 
all those who think they can play God. 

If with Hillary Clinton’s backing by 

the Barack Obama administration and 
all the heavyweights in that country’s 
politics, Trump’s caustic utterances that 
drew too many enemies to him, he still 
went ahead to win transparently, then 
we must begin to appreciate the finger 
of God in man’s activities on earth. 

The Trump victory has put a lie to 
some so-called prophets who issue out 
predictions based on popular opinions. 
It has also de-robed those who believe 
that because of their bookish wisdom 
their words must be taken as finality 
in everything. Despite whatever men 
think, God is still in charge.

Crime Commission (EFCC) was driving hard 
on him, to the point of transferring his case 
with the commission from the Federal High 
Court, Abuja to the Federal High Court, 
Lagos. 

Could it be that Kalu decided to take ref-
uge in the ruling party, since it is believed in 
some quarters that whosever that wants to 
evade judgment should seek shelter in the 
APC? Like some people have cited the case 
of Jim Nwobodo who was being hounded 
until he joined the APC and everything 
went silent on him. If every charge against 
Kalu is dropped after his defection to APC, 
then it is a huge indictment on the party.
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A major hurdle confronted 
by the All Progressive 
Congress (APC) in the 

House of Representatives is 
simply of membership identity 
crisis. This to a great extent 
permeates and polarises the 
rank and file including those 
holding leadership positions 
in both the Upper and Lower 
chambers of the National As-
sembly. It’s simply a confir-
mation of a Biblical story of 
the sin of one of the sons of 
Isaac- Voice of Jacob and hand 
of Esau, whose appearance 
became so confusing to the 
undiscerning physically chal-
lenged Father. But the whole 
crisis was engineered by the 
woman who begat the duo. 
Simply, there was an unholy 
unionisation from the day they 
were betrothed to each other. 
Prophet Jeremiah also had 
similar experience of a harlot 
whose wedlock was consum-
mated but never got satisfied 
of her newly found love, but 
her habitual and perpetual 
way of life, hunted her never 
to embrace the incorruptible 
lifestyle. So it is with the politi-
cians of PDP extraction, in the 
cloth-skin of the APC. This 
simply depicts the lingering 
cold war between the Execu-
tive and Legislature, despite de-
nial from the Legislators. One 
of the South-West lawmak-
ers, who spoke in confidence 
with me, affirmed that the 
anti-party activities of some of 

the lawmakers are no longer 
hidden. He further described 
the actions of those who ac-
cused the Presidency of witch-
hunting them as self-serving. 
Feelers from the APC caucus 
meeting held on Wednesday 
evening further confirmed 
the ill-feelings against Mr. 
President’s policies, with a 
threat to dump the N180 bil-
lion virement and $29.6 billion 
2017-2019 Borrowing Plan 
proposal at the Committee 
level. Yet, they come on daily 
basis to pass resolutions man-
dating the same Executive to 
magically get the country out 
of recession.

Talking of the behind the 
scene inter-play within the 
Lower Chamber, another crisis 
which would have thrown 
the House into another round 
of image crisis, was averted. 
Some aggrieve d memb ers 
engineered a grand plan (via 
a motion) to suspend Abdul-
mumin Jibrin, the erstwhile 
chairman, House Committee 
on Appropriations who is cur-
rently on exile in the US, for 
the rest of the eight Assembly 
– 2019. Perhaps on the advice 
of the discerning members, 
the motion was yanked-off 
the Notice Paper. According 
to some concerned lawmak-
ers, the move was reactional 
to recent letter sent by Jibrin 
to Mr President in respect 
of the lingering crisis which 
eventually led to his suspen-

sion. Like the ‘speed of light’, 
the motion was delisted from 
the original ‘Notice Paper’ for 
the legislative week, with little 
or nobody outside noticing. Of 
course, I got the feelers when 
I cited the soft-copy of the 
week’s Notice Paper, which 
was hurriedly replaced with 
another one, to safe the face 
of the House.

Of note, was the trending 
story on the delivery of 28 
units of Peugeot 508 vehicles 
at the cost of N10 million each. 
Additional 22 cars are ex-
pected to be delivered anytime 
soon. But a credible source 
informed me that about 400 
vehicles were to be procured 
for the House, part of which 
would be shared to some of 
the special Advisers of the 
Principal Officers among oth-
ers. According to internal 
sources privy to the closed 
door meeting where the issue 
was finalized, one of the law-
makers who has been in the 
face of the heat since the be-
ginning of the 8th Assembly, 
waved-off the counsels of few 
lawmakers who seemingly get 
scared of being subjected to 
public criticism again. While 
they urged that the procure-
ment of the vehicles should 
be deferred considering the 
state of the nation, triggered 
by the socio-economic reces-
sion, he boldly responded that 
the public can’t do more than 
shout at the top of their voices, 

citing the example of riverside 
calmness when the Senate, 
Ministers, State Governors and 
other political and public office 
holders get their share of the 
luxurious cars.

All of these procurements of 
the vehicles and office equip-
ment (electronic and freezers) 
wouldn’t have come to pass, if 
not for the restiveness of the 
‘Whistleblower Jibrin’ and 
Transparency Group, who 
mounted pressure on the bu-
reaucracy not to cover-up the 
multi-billion naira procure-
ment which was approved 
since 2015.

Back to the activities of the 
House for the just concluded 
week, some of the national is-
sues that featured on the floor 
of the House include: the reso-
lution for adequate provision 
of facilities that will enhance 
correction and rehabilitation of 
inmates in all Nigerian 240 pris-
ons across the country, where 
about 63,000 inmates were 
docked for various offences. Out 
of them, 17,897 are convicted 
while 45,263 are awaiting trial. 
The lawmakers who expressed 
concerns over the congestion of 
Nigerian prisons, lamented that 
majority of inmates in virtually 
every state of the Federation 
are on awaiting trial list and in 
some cases, exceeded the dura-
tion of their actual imprison-
ment had they been convicted.

In a related development, 
members of the House of 

Representatives had on Tues-
day expressed overwhelming 
support for the passage of the 
legislative framework which 
seeks to prohibit financing of 
terrorism and related offences.

T h e  b i l l  w h i c h  s c a l e d 
through second reading on 
the floor of the House seeks 
to “criminalise international 
terrorism, funds supporting 
the terrorism and seizure of 
terrorist cash and property 
involved.”

Section 13 and 14 of the 
bill, provides that anyone 
convicted for financing or own 
a property to be used as well 
as facilitate the acquisition of 
terrorist fund by concealment, 
removal out of jurisdiction, 
transfer to a nominee shall be 
liable to life imprisonment on 
conviction. There are other 
resolutions and bills passed 
that space couldn’t accom-
modate.

The ever crisis-ridden House

Assembly Watch
From the Red Chamber
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A
n African adage says: 
“A child who rains 
abuses on the Iroko 
tree/spirit and looks 
back with trepida-

tion is only wasting his time 
because that spirit does not act 
immediately”.

This is the fate of Saidu 
Abubakar, one of the nominees 
on the Governing Board of the 
Nigerian Communications Com-
mission (NCC), rejected by the 
Senate last week.

No doubt, this is the era of 
victory for anti-establishment 
individuals; President-elect Don-
ald Trump is a classical example. 
However, trouble lurks around 
when you are nominated for a 
position and your sworn ene-
mies are the ones to confirm you.

This was the lot of Abubakar. 
The Bauchi nominee had in the 
past led anti-Senate protests to 
the  National Assembly, where 

he not only carpeted senators for 
corruption and receiving jombo 
pay but called for the scrapping 
of the upper legislative chamber.

The development c omes 
twenty-four hours after popu-
lar musician Charles Oputa 
also known as Charly Boy led 
protesters to the National As-
sembly, calling for a slash in the 
salaries of political office holders 
by about 70 percent, details of 
the National Assembly budget, 
an end to state and local gov-
ernment joint accounts among 
others.

For the two days the protests 
lasted, the protesters erected 
five tents in front of the As-
sembly’s gate and stationed a 
van, preventing movement to 
the Assembly Complex, except 
through the office of the Secre-
tary to the Government of the 
Federation (SGF).

Another nominee whose 
nomination was dropped was 
Ezekiel Yissa, former Speaker, 
Kwara State House of Assembly.

His rejection is a clear case 
of “The more you look, the less 
you see”, as findings showed 
that despite being from the same 
state with the Senate President, 
both belong to different political 
camps. He further complicated 
his case by refusing to pay hom-
age to the Number Three Citizen 

to pledge his loyalty.

Sourc es told ASSEMBLY 
WATCH that Information Min-
ister Lai Mohammed would have 
suffered the same fate during 
last year’s ministerial screening 
but for the timely intervention 
of Sokoto State Governor and 
former Speaker, House of Rep-
resentatives Aminu Tambuwal.

Presenting the report of the 
committee, Chairman Senate 
Committee on Communications 
Gilbert Nnaji, submitted that 
while Abubakar is “not prepared 
for the demands of the office,” 
Yissa’s is misfit for the job on the 
grounds that he is a nurse.

After the dust had settled, 
five NCC nominees were con-
firmed namely: Olabiyi Duro-
jaiye (Ogun) Chairman, Sunday 
Dare (Oyo) Executive Commis-
sioner, Clement Baiye (Kogi) 
Non-Executive Commissioner, 
Okoi Obono-Obla (Cross River) 
Non-Executive Commissioner 
and Ifeanyi Ararume (Imo) Non-
Executive Commissioner.

But if the Senate rejects a 
nominee on the grounds of being 
a nurse, what happens to sena-
tors in the 8th Senate who read 
Zoology, Fine Arts, Medicine or 
better still, courses not related 
to Political Science in the first 
instance?

The week under review also 
witnessed the escalation of 
hostilities between the Execu-
tive and the Legislature, as the 
nation’s Number Three Citizen 
Bukola Saraki dimmed the hopes 
of those who believed the parlia-
ment would rescind its decision 
on the rejection of the $29.9bil-
lion external loan by President 
Muhammadu Buhari.

Dismissing media reports 
linking his frequent visits to the 
Presidential Villa to the foreign 
loan, Saraki insisted that the 
position of the National Assem-
bly on the rejection of the loan 
stands.

The Senate President stated 
that in all his recent meetings 
with Buhari and Vice President 
Yemi Osinbajo, the issue of the 
proposed loan never came up for 
discussion.

The upper chamber had re-
cently rejected the President’s 
bid to borrow $29.96 billion to 
reflate the economy for lack of 
supporting documents.

Buhari and Saraki are under-
stood to have met three times on 
the issue in eight days since the 
Senate turned down the request.

The loan was also meant to 
fund the 2017 budget yet to be 
submitted to the National As-
sembly.

This week, the John Enoh-led 
Senate Committee on Finance, is 
expected to submit its report on 
the 2016 Federal Inland Revenue 
Service (FIRS) budget. Although 
the Committee failed to meet 
the one week deadline given by 
the Senate President a fortnight 
ago, the Committee is expected 
to submit its report this week. 
Its report was rejected for dupli-
cation of projects, padding and 
other errors.

Two bills passed Third Read-
ing. They include: Air Force 
Institute of Technology (Est., 
Etc.) Bill, making Nigeria rank 
amoung countries research and 
development institutes for aero-
space and aviation industries 
as well as the National Poverty 
Eradication Commission Bill.

In like manner, the following 
bills passed First Reading. They 
are: City University of Technol-
ogy, Yaba Bill, City University of 
Technology, Kaduna Bill, Social 
Safety Nets Service Bill, Nige-
rian Tax Academy, Competition 
(Anti-Trust) Commission Bill, 
Pre-Shipment Inspection of 
Exports Acts (Amendment) Bill, 
Trademarks Act (Repeal and Re-
Enactment) Bill, Constituency 
Projects (Budgetary Provision) 
Bill and Armed Forces (Restric-
tion on Use on Certain Internal 
Security Operations, etc) Bill. 

Watch your back



W
ith the ava-
lanche of 
e u l o g i e s 
streaming 

in since the announce-
ment of the death of Chi-
nua Achebe on March 
21, 2013, one is almost 
at a loss as to where to 
begin. What can be said 
about Achebe that has not 
been said? It’s hard to find. 
No wonder my brother 
Max Amuchie wrote that 
“there is nothing to be 
said about Achebe’s ac-
complishments in, and 
contribution to, African 
literature and post-colo-
nial political conscious-
ness that has not been 
said”. Yet, I believe that 
there is no description 
of Achebe that can cap-
ture the whole essence of 
that great man of letters. 
Achebe was a colossus. As 
the tributes continue to 
pour in, this fact becomes 

The Achebe phenomenon

even clearer. It is like that 
story about ten blind men 
trying to describe the 
elephant, or different lit-
erary scholars with di-
verse orientations trying 
to interpret a particular 
piece of literature. More-
over, as Achebe himself 
observes in his magnum 
opus, Things Fall Apart, it 
is only the man who does 
not have the gift of ora-
tory that gives the excuse 
that his kinsmen have 
said everything there is 
to say. So...

While the debate raged 
over a portion of Achebe’s 
parting gift to Nigeria and 
the world, entitled There 
was a Country: A Per-
sonal History of Biafra, 
I refused to be dragged 
into it, partly because it 
was getting real dirty. But 
a day after the announce-
ment of the man’s death, a 
thought came to me: what 

CHUKS OLUIGBO
Panorama

with

chuks.oluigbo@businessdayonline.com (07031029998)

if Achebe hadn’t written 
that book before he died? 
It was then I realised it, 
and I wrote thus on my 
Facebook wall: “Just like 
a few ancients who were 
blessed with that rare 
gift of fore-knowledge 
of their death, he gath-
ered his children around 
him and whispered into 
their ears: THERE WAS 
A COUNTRY. And while 
they were still trying to 
decipher it, he took a bow 
and left the stage. Now 
they have something to 
think about for the rest of 
their lives...”

At that moment I had 
no doubt, nor do I have 
any now, that Achebe 
sensed the end was near, 
and he knew he owed 
the world his personal 
account of the Nigeria/
Biafra Civil War, a war 
in which he was a very 
active participant, a war 

that virtually severed his 
cordial relationship with 
his great friends across 
the other side, particu-
larly John Pepper Clark 
and Wole Soyinka, and 
ultimately cut down in 
mid-morning his bosom 
friend Christopher Okig-
bo. Anyone who has read 
JP Clark’s poems “The 
Casualties” and “I Can 
Look the Sun in the Face” 
may be able to get an idea 
of the extent of the dam-
age done.

Looking back, I am 
inclined to believe that 
Achebe was no ordinary 
man. He was indeed a 
phenomenon. He was 
one of the few who have 
treade d thes e paths 
whose ‘chi’ imbued with 
extraordinary wisdom. 
He perfectly fitted the 
description of that pro-
verbial elder who could 
see while squatting what 
a child could not see even 
from atop an iroko tree. 
He was both a prophet 
and a diviner. His prophe-
sy about a possible coup in 
the country in A Man of 
the People (1966) did not 
take long to materialise, 
and we’re still out there 
in search of a solution to 
his divination 29 years 
ago that the trouble with 
Nigeria is “the failure of 
leadership”.

Achebe was a man 
who said yes, and his 
‘chi’ concurred. His paths 
were clearly mapped out. 
And he followed his heart 
when it mattered most – 
dropping out of medical 
school at the risk of los-

ing his scholarship just 
so he could pursue his 
dreams. His manner of 
writing reveals a born 
storyteller, no doubt, yet 
there is evidence that 
Achebe’s course of study 
helped to shape, sharpen 
and fine-tune his raw 
talents, without which 
he might have still made 
a good writer but might 
never have stood out the 
way he did. His life was a 
manifestation of his own 
aphorism in No Longer 
at Ease about greatness 
and the iroko tree: “You 
cannot plant greatness as 
you plant yams or maize. 
Whoever planted an iro-
ko tree – the greatest tree 
in the forest? You may 
collect all the iroko seeds 
in the world, open the soil 
and put them there. It will 
be in vain. The great tree 
chooses where to grow 
and we find it there, so it 
is with the greatness in 
men” Chapter 5 (p. 57).

So, irrespective of what 
anybody might say about 
There was a Country, a 
book, fortunately, I have 
read cover to cover, I be-
lieve it was Achebe’s way 
of unburdening his heart 
to the younger genera-
tion before joining his 
ancestors. There, as I said 
in that facebook post, 
he played his final role 
as a responsible father – 
leaving his children not 
without a parting word. 
It was the quintessential 
Achebe at work. Even if 
we do not totally agree 
with everything he said 
in the book, let’s not forget 

N
i g e r i a  i s  a n 
‘ i n t e r e s t i n g ’ 
country where 
virtually ev-

erything goes to the man 
with cash and ready to 
pay. It is, indeed, a coun-
try where the poor pays 
more because he is more 
exposed to risks and has 
next to nothing to hedge 
against those risks. No-
where else is this more 
obtainable than in mort-
gage lending.

I n  a  s t r i c t  s e n s e , 
there is no mortgage 
of any form in Nigeria. 
Apparently because of 
the commercial interest 
rate charged, mortgage 
lenders still anchor their 
loans on good jobs with 
fat pay. This means that 
a mortgage loan seeker 
is still expected to be 
somebody in a good job 
or private business with 
an assured, fat and regu-
lar stream of income.

As against the 6 per-
cent interest rate and 
re p ay m e n t  t e n o r  o f 
between 25-30 years, 
depending on the bor-

try. The long term effect 
is the development of 
industries and factories 
that produce building 
materials such as cement, 
rods, roofing materials, 
wooden materials etc”.

Ultimately, this will 
impact on the wider 
economy and your guess 
is as good as mine as to 
what follows when peo-
ple have enough capital 
at their disposal. Def-
initely, investment is 
the next line of thought 
and depending on the 
prevailing business en-
vironment and govern-
ment policies, people 
will invest in many asset 
classes including real 
estate which in turn will 
anything including mo-
tor manufacturing”.

rower’s age, mortgage 
lenders in this country 
charge between 18 per-
cent and 24 percent in-
terest rate on mortgage 
loans with a repayment 
tenor as short as 12-24 
months.

Because of this, the 
ever-widening hous-
ing demand-supply gap 
can easily be blamed on 
commercial interest rate 
charged on mortgage 
loans which makes such 
loans unaffordable to 
home-seekers.

“Though the ability 
of the banks to provide 
money for mortgage has 
changed on account of 
credit challenges in the 
financial system, mort-
gage affordability or the 
fundamentals for lending 
has not changed”, says 
Adeniyi Akinlusi, MD/
CEO, Trustbond Mort-
gage Bank.

The mortgage indus-
try does not operate in 
isolation of the economy. 
Certainly as an integral 
part of the economy, it 
has to be affected by the 

economic crisis in the 
country today. In spite of 
this mortgage operators 
insist that the fundamen-
tals for lending have not 
changed, which means 
that if somebody has a 
good job with a financial 
institution or a multi-
national company, and 
the pay package is high 
enough for him to afford 
a mortgage, the present 
crisis has not changed 
that affordability.

The past few years 
have seen quite a num-
ber of mortgage prod-
ucts aimed at enabling 
subscribers own their 
own homes, but these 
products are yet to help 
reduce existing housing 
gap by increasing hous-
ing stock. The reason is 
simple. The products, like 
the mortgage loans, are 
unaffordable by those 
who need them and, ac-
cording to Fortune Ebie, 
an estate surveyor and 
valuer,  those mortgage 
products are not the ones 
that will make any im-
pact on housing.

“The mortgage prod-
ucts that we have today 
are commercial mort-
gages which the inves-
tor wants to recover his 
money from. It is just like 
someone else who has in-
vested in any other ven-
ture. He has to recover 
his money because he 
borrows from the same 
place like you”, Ebie notes.

Mortgage products can 
make impact on housing 
only when there is gov-
ernment intervention 
and, anywhere else in 
the world, there is gov-
ernment intervention to 
make mortgage afford-
able to everybody, no 
matter the income level.

Like in other econo-
mies, mortgage could be 
used to move the econ-
omy from being import-
dependent to a produc-
ing and exporting coun-
try and Akinlusi says 
mortgage institutions 
need long term loans for 
housing finance and that 
when there are enough 
funds to lend to property 
developers and to home 

seekers, the entire econ-
omy will be stimulated.

By the time there are 
enough funds in the 
hands of mortgage in-
stitutions for long term 
loans to property devel-
opers, there will be a lot 
of property development 
activities and when this 
happens, a lot of other ac-
tivities will be generated 
and the economy will be 
better for it.

Engineers, architects, 
bricklayers, casual la-
bourers and even food 
vendors will be auto-
matically engaged by a 
single development in 
one corner of the city, 
and it is unimaginable 
what is possible when 
there are many of such 
developments going on at 
various parts of the coun-

the saying that posterity 
may forgive us for not 
doing something right, 
but never for not doing 
anything at all. Achebe 
has done his part; rightly 
or wrongly, it is now left 
for posterity to judge.

Perhaps it is also per-
tinent to remind us that 
historical interpretations 
most times are based on a 
fraction of the evidence, 
a part of the whole, but so 
far as the arguments fol-
low where the available 
material leads, they are 
valid. The often seeming-
ly divergent conclusions 
in historical accounts are 
due to the different an-
gles from which various 
historians approached 
the same episode. As 
Chimamanda Adichie 
aptly titles her tribute 
to Achebe at 82, “We re-
member differently”.

Finally, for those who 
think they still have an 
axe to grind with the late 
sage for writing that book 
that they feel he shouldn’t 
have written, it’s a chal-
lenge to write their own 
personal history of that 
war and “put the accounts 
straight”. Adebayo Ka-
reem, a respected lawyer, 
actually wrote an article, 
in the heat of that debate, 
urging Yakubu Gowon, 
the wartime military 
head of state, to write his 
own memoir. I’m waiting 
to read that book.

Meanwhile, may the 
soul of “The Eagle on Iro-
ko” find peace, the very 
thing that eluded him in 
the country of his birth.

Good job, fat pay for mortgage lending Talking Mortgage
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Had he not bowed to death in 2013, “The Eagle on Iroko”, Chinualumogu Albert Achebe 
would have been 86 years old on Wednesday, November 16. In his honour, I here reproduce 
a tribute I published in BusinessDay on May 22, 2013, the day the mortal remains of that 
great man were committed to Mother Earth in his hometown of Ogidi, Anambra State. 
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A 
few days ago, sorrow, 
tears and blood reigned 
supreme at the Lagos-
I b a d a n  e x p r e s s w a y 
as three lives were lost 

in a road carnage that led to the 
destruction of some articulated 
vehicles and a few cars. The sad 
incident further complicated the now 
agonizing Lagos-Ibadan expressway 
traffic jam as movement along the 
road was at a standstill. The spill over of 
the awful occurrence was still on as at 
the time of putting this piece together. 
Lots of folks who live along the axis 
had to make alternative sleeping 
arrangement as going back home 
was definitely out of the equation. No 
thanks to the excruciating traffic jam 
occasioned by the horrifying road 
accident.

As usual, many have attempted 
to explain the dreadful Lagos-Ibadan 
expressway disaster and similar others 
across the country in the characteristic 
‘ember’ months’ tragic jargon.  In 
our country, the so called ‘ember’ 
months, which refer to the last four 
months of the year from September 
to December, are naturally regarded 
as tragedy prone period. This belief is 

Averting ‘ember’ months’ disaster
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so entrenched in the consciousness of 
the people that various religious groups 
and other relevant institutions regularly 
organize special prayer sessions and 
seminars with a view to minimizing 
ember months’ havoc.

The reality, however, is that the so 
called ‘embers’ months are not really 
spiritually jinxed as many might want 
to swear they are. Tragedy occurs in 
‘ember’ months just as it does in every 
other month of the year. Ascribing 
needless spiritual and mythical 
undertones to tragic happenings during 
the ‘ember’ months could just be 
the usual Nigerian way of trivializing 
issues. Rather than clothing the ‘ember’ 
months in a garb of gratuitous mystery, 
the pragmatic way of explaining 
dreadful events during these months 
is more human than mythological.

The truth is that there is usually an 
increase in the tempo of public, private 
and corporate activities during this 
period.  Religious bodies are equally 
not left out of the frenzy of the season 
as they organize various events during 
the period. The ‘ember’ months are 
always the busiest on our roads for 
obvious reasons and the tumultuous air 
of festivity do not really help matter. It 
is a period when people are in so much 
haste to make all the money they have 
not made since the beginning of the 
year. Hence, commercial drivers, who 
usually embark on five trips per day, 
capitalize on the aura of festivity to go 
for ten trips. This, naturally, comes with 
its fatal consequences. It is only logical 
that when there is a mass exodus of 
people from one place to the other, 

there is bound to be a measure of 
uncertainty and disorder.

The bottom line, therefore, is that 
tragic occurrences are bound to happen 
during the ‘ember’ season because of 
the intensity of human activities. In a 
bid to be part of the various end-of-year 
activities slated for the period, a lot of 
people throw caution into the wind 
by disregarding critical safety issues. 
Vehicles are driven irresponsibly. 
Alcoholic drinks are consumed with 
reckless abandon while social outings 
are organized as if tomorrow will not 
come. The atmosphere, during the 
season, is often filled with unusual 
allure and jollity. It is in the midst of 
this hilarity that avoidable human 
blunders that result into diverse kinds 
of misfortunes usually occur.

 Hence, it is imperative for everyone 
to, first and foremost, have a changed 
perception of the ‘ember’ months. 
Hence, conscious efforts must be made 
to disrobe the months of every garb of 
unfounded mysticism. It is only when 
we are convinced that the dangers 
associated with the months are human 
rather than mythical that we could 
really make considerable progress in 
averting disasters during the months.

Therefore, enforcement of existing 
laws and attitudinal change is central 
to making any progress. Sadly, law 
enforcement agents are also involved in 
the mad ‘ember’ months’ rat- race. In a 
bid to make some ‘extra’ buck to furnish 
special festive ‘necessities’ , they usually 
engage in treacherous compromise 
that encourages law breakers to go 
un-punish. The result, of course, is 
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the continuation of avoidable circle of 
pandemonium and sorrow.

Consequently, as we march towards 
the end of the year, we must modify 
our views on the ‘ember’ months. We 
must not get involved in any pointless 
extra-ordinary end of the year ‘rush’ 
that could endanger our lives and, 
indeed, those of others. Those who 
have to organize social events to 
correspond with this period should 
do so bearing all safety precautions in 
mind. Commercial drivers and other 
road users must respect the sanctity of 
the human life by observing required 
road safety measures.

Perhaps, more importantly, relevant 
government agencies must step up 
enlightenment campaigns as well as 
enforcement strategies to guarantee 
that ‘ember’ months’ crashes and other 
related tragedies are reduced to the 
barest minimum. In this respect, the 
Federal Road Safety Corps, FRSC, and 
the Lagos State Traffic Management 
Authority, LASTMA , should be 
commended for their various ‘ember’ 
month’s safety strategies, in Lagos and 
adjoining States. However, there is a 
need for them to intensify efforts in 
this direction while more appropriate 
government agencies should also 
come on board the ‘ember’ months’ 
re-orientation and re-awareness 
project. Presently, the Lagos State 
Ministry of Information and Strategy 
is embarking on an ‘ember’ months’ 
responsiveness campaign across the 
State. The objective is to change the 
attitude of the people towards these 
months and offer key safety tips.
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I
f you happen to be sitting 
with two other people right 
now, chances are one of you is 
malnourished. And you might 
not even know it. Yes, that’s 

right: one in three people worldwide 
suffer from malnutrition, and it does 
not always look the way one might 
expect.

From the two billion adults who 
carry too much weight to the 159 
million children with stunted growth, 
malnutrition takes many forms. As 
a doctor, I see women who appear 
healthy, but who suffer from anemia, 
owing partly to low iron intake. And I 
see relatively able-bodied men with 
big bellies, which elevate their risk for 
heart disease.

West Africa is home to some of the 
world’s highest rates of malnutrition. 
That includes the most obvious 

The many faces of malnutrition
Visionary voices
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“face” of the condition: roughly 9% 
of West African children under five are 
wasted, or too thin for their height. At 
its most severe, wasting is fatal.

But West Africa also suffers from 
many other forms of malnutrition. 
One-third of children under five in the 
region are stunted (too short for their 
age), a condition with irreversible 
effects on cognitive development. 
According to the Cost of Hunger 
in Africa studies, stunted children 
across the continent receive up to 3.6 
fewer years of schooling than well-
nourished children.

The problem does not affect 
only children. Half of all women 
of reproductive age in West Africa 
are anemic. Not only does anemia 
contribute to almost one-fifth of 
global maternal deaths; babies born 
to anemic women are also more likely 
to be underweight. The result is a 
vicious cycle of poor health.

Perhaps the least obvious face of 
malnutrition is not undernutrition, 
but excessive weight and obesity. 
Today, 31% of adults in West Africa 
are overweight or obese. In Nigeria, 

decisive government action. In just a 
decade, Ghana cut stunting by nearly 
half, partly through investment in 
areas that affect nutrition, such as 
agriculture and social protection. 
Niger’s government halved the 
number of deaths of children under 
the age of five over a similar period, 
by making specific budget and 
operational decisions to tackle severe 
wasting.

But other countries have hardly 
made a dent in the malnutrition 
problem. In Togo, stunting rates have 
barely moved in the last decade. In 
Mali and Guinea, wasting is on the 
rise. And these countries are not 
alone.

Many other African countries may 
be poised to start writing their own 
success stories. Côte D’Ivoire has 
positioned itself to reduce stunting, 
while Senegal is close to being on 
track to address wasting. In both 
countries, extra investment – both 
political and financial – could have 
an outsize impact.

Yet donors and governments 
remain reluctant to provide the 

needed funding. According to the 2016 
Global Nutrition Report, donor funds 
for nutrition-focused interventions 
are stagnating at $1 billion. Nine 
West African governments spend, on 
average, just over 1% of their budgets 
on nutrition.

 LEARN MORE
And yet nutrition is one of the best 

investments we can make, with every 
$1 invested in nutrition yielding $16 
in returns. In many countries, such 
as India, obesity-related illnesses 
like heart disease are consuming up 
to 30% of families’ annual incomes. 
Unless African governments start 
making smart choices and smart 
investments, the continent may face 
a similar fate.

Many African governments have 
set out ambitious goals relating to 
security, stability, and long-term 
economic prosperity. Nutrition is 
critical to achieving any of them. 
It is central to our continent’s 
development, and should thus be a 
high priority for our policymakers. 
Millions of lives depend on it.

(C): Project Syndicate
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my home country, the share is 33%. 
Beyond heart disease, that extra 
weight raises the risk of diabetes, high 
blood pressure, stroke, and more.

Malnutrition also has serious 
economic consequences. The 2016 
Global Nutrition Report estimates 
that, across Africa, malnutrition 
results in a loss of 11% of GDP – more 
than the annual losses brought about 
by the 2008-2010 global financial 
crisis.

On an individual level, adults 
who were stunted in their childhood 
– a condition that has affected nearly 
70% of the working population in 
some areas – often face a diminished 
capacity to work and earn a living, 
o w i n g  t o  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t a l 
challenges they faced. The effects 
of wasting on human development 
and economic progress are almost 
as profound.

T h e  i m p e r a t i v e  t o  t a c k l e 
malnutrition could not be clearer. Yet 
progress has been mixed, particularly 
in West Africa.

To be sure, some countries have 
had impressive success, thanks to 

Call it loo, convenience or rest 
room; toilet remains a basic 
necessity at homes. Without 

it, the health of the inhabitants 
will surely be in jeopardy. In the 
olden days, it was the practice 
of the early men to defecate or 
urinate wherever they deem most 
convenient. With civilization, 
however, man adopted a more 
progressive and healthy means 
of performing this basic bodily 
functions. In Africa, simple pots 
were used to collect these wastes in 
order to dispose of them away from 
living areas. At night, some paid 
agents usually come to dispose of 
this waste.

Gradually, man began to set 
aside specific places to perform 
these functions so that privacy 
and a better sanitary environment 
could be attained. It is, however, 
sad to note that people are now 

Between rest room and economic development
reverting to the old habit of easing 
themselves indiscriminately, 
particularly in urban areas. In 
Lagos, for instance, it is common 
to see people on the highways 
disembarking from their cars to 
defecate openly along the road. 
On the streets, behind bushes, in 
groves of trees, in rivers or streams, 
inside gutters, dump sites, in motor 
parks, markets and what have 
you, people use faeces to litter the 
environment with impunity. Even 
some of the fanciest areas are not 
exempted

This has, in no small way, 
c o nt r i b u t e d  i m m e n s e l y  t o 
the desecration of the Lagos 
environment through careless 
urinating and open defecation. 
No space is spared! It is quite 
disheartening that this atrocious 
act is being passed down to the 
younger generations mostly by 
mothers. Women, chiefly market 
women or traders are fond of 
instructing their wards to urinate 
or defecate in open places or 
polythene bags with the contents 
either ending in the drains or 
sidewalks.

According to the World Health 
Organisation, WHO,  2.5 billion  of 
the world’s seven billion people, do 
not have proper sanitation and 1.1 
billion people still defecate in the 
open, a ratio of one in ten persons. 
Basic sanitation, which has been 
a concern from the earliest 
stages of human settlements, is 
described as having access to 
facilities for the safe disposal of 
human waste (faeces and urine) 
as well as having the ability to 

sanitary hazards. Furthermore, 
Studies have shown that the 
countries where open defecation 
is most widely practiced are the 
same countries with the highest 
mortality rate of children under 
five, high levels of under nutrition 
and poverty, and large wealth 
disparities.

Toilets play a crucial role in 
creating a strong economy, as well 
as improving health and protecting 
people’s safety and dignity, 
particularly women’s and girls’. 
Therefore, aside from the health 
risks inherent in lack of proper 
human waste disposal, it also has 
significant impacts on dignity and 
security, the environment, and 
social and economic development.

In a bid to raise awareness of 
sanitation issues and sewerage 
and make a case for sanitation 
for all that the World Toilet Day 
is celebrated on 19th November 
of every year.  The day is intended 
to encourage UN Member States 
and relevant  stakeholders, 
including civil society and non-
governmental organizations, to 
promote behavioural change and 
the implementation of policies 
in order to increase access to 
sanitation among the poor and end 
the practice of open defecation.

The theme for this year’s 
celebration “toilets and jobs” 
is aimed at sending signals out 
that toilets save lives, increase 
productivity, create jobs and 
grow economies. And that if the 
sanitary situation in an office or 
business environment is bad it 
could be just as when fish are 

endangered in poisoned water. 
Therefore, the people cannot 
live truly productive and fulfilled 
lives, because to persist in living 
in an unsanitary environment is 
to die prematurely by installment. 
Similarly, provision of toilets in 
business environment creates 
employment for the personnel that 
will man the facilities, the soap and 
brush manufacturers as well as the 
artisans that will construct and 
maintain them.

Consequently, employers of 
labour and owners of businesses 
should endevour to provide good 
toilets for their employers, not 
leaving out motor parks and 
markets. The aforementioned 
should also be provided with 
good and hygienic rest rooms 
for travelers and customers 
respectively. This would by no 
means contribute to healthy living 
in the society but also add to the 
economic development of the 
country.

In all, as the global community 
celebrate the World Toilet Day 
2016, government at all levels 
as well as all major stakeholders  
should not relent in carrying 
o u t  p u b l i c  e n l i g h t e n m e n t 
activities to promote attitudinal 
changes towards eradicating 
open defecation and other such 
unhygienic habits. The citizens 
too should handle issues of the 
environment with zest because the 
environment is the super structure 
on which the survival of other 
sectors rest. It is whatever we throw 
at the environment that it throws 
back at us.

maintain hygienic conditions are 
critical to health, survival, and 
development. Therefore, it is not 
surprising that many countries 
and cities, and in particular those 
with high population like Lagos, 
are challenged in providing 
adequate sanitation for their entire 
populations because the growth 
rate has overburden the existing 
urban management system.

This puts many people at risk 
of water, sanitation, and hygiene 
(WASH)-related diseases. Serious 
waterborne diseases such as 
cholera and diarrhea occur when 
open defecation or poor sanitation 
permits human waste to pollute 
water supplies. According to a 
2016 statistics by WASH watch, 
diarrhea caused by poor sanitation 
and unsafe water kills 315,000 
children every year. Similarly, 
a 2003 International Labour 
Organisation (ILO) data reveals 
that disease transmission at work 
mostly caused by poor sanitation 
and hygiene practices causes 17% 
of all workplace deaths while loss 
of productivity due to illnesses 
caused by lack of sanitation and 
poor hygiene practices is estimated 
to cost many countries up to 5% of 
Gross Domestic Products (GDP).

Also, the WHO/UNICEF Joint 
Monitoring Programme for Water 
Supply and Sanitation, posited that 
at least 1.8 billion people world-
wide are estimated to drink water 
that is contaminated through poor 
sanitary habit. An even greater 
number drink water which is 
delivered through a system without 
adequate protection against 
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‘We are out to provide accurate and 
current real estate insight to investors’
In the next couple of days, investors, developers and other real estate stakeholders will be gathering in Ikoyi, Lagos for the annual Refined Investors 
Series (RIS) organized by Fine and Country—Nigeria’s leading luxury real estate marketing and consultancy firm. In this interview BDSUNDAY, 
MARYANNE UDO OKONJO, the company’s Vice Chair/CEO, speaks on the event which will be raising high level conversation on how to unlock 
opportunities in the real estate market amid recession in the country.

Maryanne Udo Okonjo
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I
n the next two days, you will be 
gathering real estate stakeholders 
for your annual refined investors 
series (RIS). What exactly is the idea 
behind these series?

The Refined Investor Series is a real 
estate thought leadership event targeted 
at high net-worth investors, economic 
influencers, real estate developers, prop-
erty enthusiasts and aspiring investors. 
The event is aimed at generating high 
level conversations on smart real estate 
investment strategies and opportunities.

The main objective of this year’s edi-
tion of the Series being hosted by Fine and 
Country West Africa on Tuesday Novem-
ber 22nd from 9-2pm at the Wheatbaker 
Hotel is to provide accurate and current 
real estate insight to investors whether 
aspiring or astute, whether investing in 
emerging urban cities to high end luxury, 
whether residential or commercial. We 
will help you make sense of the current 
volatile recession economy and show you 
where the opportunities off the beaten 
trail are. “Out of the Box” is the theme for 
this year’s series.

 
Do you think the refined investors 

series has provided insights into the fu-
ture of prime residential & commercial 
real estate in Nigeria?

The theme of last year’s edition was 
aptly “Building the Future of Real Estate 
in Nigeria” which provided insights into 
the future of prime residential & com-
mercial real estate in Nigeria based on 
the feedback received. The projections 
from the 2015 edition have been mostly 
played out in the real estate sector and 
economy at large. Part of what RIS deals 
with is a projection of the future market 
conditions in the real estate market bar-
ring unforeseen circumstances.

 
What are the real drivers of commer-

cial leasing decisions?
The real drivers of commercial leasing 

decisions are Location, Budget, Available 
spaces, Facilities provided, Parking re-
quirements and Terms of Lease.

 
How can real estate opportunities be 

unlocked during a recession?
There are out of the box approaches 

to unlocking opportunities in residen-
tial and commercial real estate in any 
economy but especially relevant in times 
of transition and recession. A few may 
include, re-assessing and understanding 
real market demand, reclassifying loca-
tions, change of use, creative funding and 
pricing strategies. These are some of the 
strategies to be discussed at the Refined 
Investor Series on November 22nd by the 
RIS experts and investors.

 
What is the best way to get maximum 

value from new urban cities or projects?
New urban cities are a reality in build-

ing the future of real estate in emerging 
economies, and represent some of the 
best and strategic responses to meeting 
the growing social and economic needs of 
growing urban populations. It is of impor-
tance that these new cities are designed 
with the needs and wellbeing of the 
target market they are looking to serve.

New cities represent an opportunity 
for learning from past mistakes of some 
of our worst living environments by 
observation and examination of past 
failures along with engagement of the 
new emerging population. They also of-
fer a unique opportunity to integrate best 
practices in planning, design and policy 
while leaving room for evolving trends. 
They also have the potential to become 
smarter, less wasteful, and more socially 
inclusive cities if well thought through 
and articulated. Finally new cities offer 
unmatched opportunities for innovation 
and experimentation in a era where dy-
namism and change are watch words. In 
light of the fast changing economic and 
environmental factors, it’s apparent that 
there will be more urban areas required 
to be built during the first few decades of 
the 21st century than in all of previous 
history combined.

What is the true value of real luxury 
investment in Nigeria?

True luxury is an evolving trend in 
Nigeria with many agreeing that luxury 
exists in the eyes of the beholder. In 

reduced cost for services, convenience 
factor with little or no worries over 
property management, enhanced secu-
rity and the generally accepted benefits 
of a sense of community. In most cases 
they are easier to rent or sell than a 
standalone residential property.

 
Following the current economic 

situation in the country, where do you 
see the real estate industry in 2017?

For Commercial Real Estate, flexibil-
ity in lease negotiations will continue 
with top corporates calling the shots 
mostly with the larger office spaces 
where there’s a more pressing need to 
fill up vacancies. In terms of stock, we 
expect to see a more measured supply 
of new offices, with many decisions on 
new projects delayed or withheld for 
lack of funding and a lack of confidence 
in good quality demand. A handful of 
special owner-occupier projects will 
however proceed especially in cases 
where funding has been internally 
generated or patient capital can be de-
ployed. In the mid to long term however, 
as the opportunistic developers make 
way for the longer term commercial 
developers/investors, the supply will 
match demand and stabilize prices at a 
more realistic level.

We expect that older buildings will 
experience high levels of vacancy as 
high end tenants migrate to newer 
buildings in search of better value for 
their reduced rental budgets. The in-
crease of newly built offices will raise 
the standards in the sector as more 
buildings strive to attain international 
standards to attract multinational cli-
ents.

In the retail segment- e-commerce, 
devaluation, inflation and other eco-
nomic conditions will continue to 
adversely challenge the retail segment. 
Rental rates will continue to adjust to 
market realities. The real winners will 
be developers who can value engineer 
their offerings whether in residential 
or commercial to suit the redefined 
pockets and discerning requirements 
of their target clients through efficient 
design, pricing, efficient facilities man-
agement, market positioning and good 
customer service.

What has been some of the best and 
worst moment of Fine and Country in 
Nigeria?

Fine and Country’s best moment has 
always been taking on a tough mandate 
whether in residential or commercial 
and delivering results especially where 
others struggle to meet the require-
ments. We are comfortable operating in 
a recession or boom economy because 
our Nigeria and West Africa business 
was launched at the height of the 2008 
recession. Our worst moment is when-
ever we have to turn down a mandate 
or a client because we do not believe in 
the client’s ability to deliver or in the 
fundamentals of the project. It’s always 
a tough conversation and one we don’t 
take lightly but recognize it’s in the best 
interest of all parties that we play to our 
strengths.

the real estate market, luxury is mostly 
focused on the location and price, finish-
ing specifications, build quality, lifestyle 
and the experience some of which are 
not easily quantifiable. These defini-
tions in a local market with a dearth 
of infrastructure even in some high 
brow locations presents a multi faceted 
challenge which developers and buyers 
need to contend with in a creative way 
if they are to enjoy real returns on their 
investments. 

The market for luxury by its nature 
is usually specialized and focused on a 
small segment, usually the upper quar-
ter tile of the market in any market. If 
well harnessed, true luxury real estate 
delivers unsurpassed value in terms of 
appreciation over a long term.

 
What are the real risks and benefits 

of investing or living in a multi-owner 
residential development?

The biggest risk is usually around 
shared values or lack thereof especially 
as it relates to maintenance levels and 
lifestyles. The benefits typically include 



‘Buhari’s de-marketing ruined 
Nigeria before international community’

C
an you give insight 
into what your Com-
mittee is doing to ad-
dress challenges facing 
the capital market?

If you observed, we had a 
two-day technical stakeholders 
forum where everybody that 
matters in the capital market 
came together to identify their 
challenges and solutions. If you 
follow financial reports of recent, 
you would realise that there 
have been improvements in 
the capital market. There’s no 
nation anywhere in the world 
that attained sustainable height 
of development without a viable 
capital market. No nation de-
pends on commodities such as oil 
and gas and what have you. You 
must take money from the capital 
market for investment and not a 
platform where it can be misap-
propriated. It helps corporate gov-
ernance, it helps monitoring. So 
the Nigerian capital market can 
be said to be under construction 
and there’s calm in the capital 
market and we have master 
plan implementation commit-
tee, a 10-year master plan so that 
fortunately, men of honour and 
integrity would drive it. In recent 
time, we’ve entered into agree-
ments with Debt Management 
Office (DMO) and other relevant 
bodies to be able to issue secu-
rity bonds. This is the outcome 
of our capital market two-day 
stakeholders’ forum. The forum 
came to identify that the drive 
which we had before now was 
too superficial. It was a reaction-
ary drive, banks have so much 
money after recapitalisation, so 
banks were the ones driving the 
boom in the capital market; it 
was pseudo, it was not real, it was 
not deepened. So what we are 
doing now is relaying the blocks 
in perspective and making sure 
we have a viable capital market. 
The structures were dwindling, 
and the House committee on 
capital market has come out with 
a robust procedure to begin to 
oversight those who are saddled 
with the responsibilities of mak-
ing rules for the capital market. 
In a few days we will come out 
with private bond placement. 
What is required is to have the 
confidence of our investors back. 
Unfortunately, at the early days 
of this government, there was 
a policy somersault when the 
government came out with the 
idea; I don’t know who gave them 
those pieces of advice of no forex 
transaction for about three, four 

of our capital market and when 
that policy was introduced, they 
all withdrew their money. So 
what we are doing is begin to 
build their confidence back. It’s 
a process. However, what we 
are doing ultimately is for retail 
investors, you and I have to take 
over the capital market, not 
portfolio investors any more. Be-
cause we don’t want those who 
have the chunk of money in the 
market to dictate what happens 
in our economy. So where we are 
now, that’s what we can manage, 
so the capital market is growing. 
There’s tremendous improve-
ment, there’s better monitoring, 
there are things put in place 
to check the re-occurrence of 
what happened between 2008 
and 2009. 

What are the punitive mea-
sures put in place, because, Nige-
rians like myself would love to 
invest, but those who defrauded 
Nigerians in the past via the 
market were not punished. Is 
there any plan underway to 
investigate and sanction who-

Tajudeen Yusuf
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months. It’s simple! You are not 
a Nigerian, you invest in Nigeria, 
and you are told no forex transac-
tion, is your investment secured? 
The first thing you think of as an 
investor is not profit. It’s how to 
get your money back. That your 
investment, if you now get profit, 
fine, but can I get what I’ve put in 
there first? So that became a chal-
lenge, but it has been reversed 
now. But the consequence of a 
policy somersault of just four 
months can last more than six 
years. Go to Apapa Wharf or 
Tincan Island now, you can drive 
up to 180km per hour. In those 
days, you spent four hours to get 
across, why? Our ports are not 
preferred ports of destination ab 
initio. Why? Because demurrage 
starts from the third day, while in 
Ghana, it’s nine days, in Togo it’s 
12 days, in Cotonou it’s 10 days. 
Two, our charges are high, you 
now say I can’t transact in forex, 
so everybody moved to those 
places. So in the capital market 
where we are, portfolio inves-
tors constitute the major drivers 

soever was responsible?
I’m trying not to delve into 

some of the issues regarding 
what the committee is doing on 
this matter. We will be looking 
at the issue of private placement.  
One of the things that obtain in 
the world, in fact, the American 
parliament which is one of the 
democracies that we copy is seen 
as one fierce policeman with an 
eagle eye that can see what goes 
on, on the Wall Street. Because 
naturally, human beings love 
to circumvent laws. It’s the fear 
of being caught and the conse-
quences that bar people. I assure 
you by his grace that under my 
watch, we will go into that. For 
those who took those monies and 
assume it’s Eldorado, too bad. We 
are coming after them. 

Talking about policing the 
capital market, one of the issues 
raising some level of controversy 
in a hush-hush tone before the 
Security and Exchange Com-
mission sought to clarify is 
unclaimed dividends. SEC had 
said there would be a time frame 

within which such funds can 
be accessed or ploughed back 
into the market as government 
bonds, what’s the current status?

You are pre-empting the com-
mittee again. We intend to go 
into that to make sure that these 
monies actually went back to 
the companies. Two, they are 
held in trust, because they do not 
belong to the companies, they are 
people’s money. And we want to 
be sure that they are adequately 
and efficiently reinvested. Un-
fortunately, where we became a 
bit handicapped as a committee 
was that a lot of these unclaimed 
dividends were dividends for 
shares bought within the period 
of capitalisation. When banks 
recapitalised, they had excess 
money, they advertised shares, 
they would call you, give you 
loan to buy their shares. So in 
an attempt to go beyond your 
capacity because there’s a limit 
to which you can buy, people 
now used fictitious names to buy 
these shares. Some used their 
children or relatives, and so the 
addresses changed over time 
and even the signatures used in 
signing the certificates couldn’t 
be remembered. So the truth of 
the matter is that a lot of these 
things cannot be claimed. But go-
ing forward, SEC has introduced 
e-dividends now. So you get it 
online straight. And to answer 
part of what you asked about 
investor confidence, there’s a 
fund now that’s being created to 
serve at least as a form of shock 
absorber to investors. So if any-
body goes to the market now 
and gets his hand burnt, there’s 
a fund made available to at least 
make sure you don’t lose your 
whole investment. 

All these came about as a 
result of having reviewed what 
happened in 2008 so that we 
don’t fall into the same pit again. 
We are at least for now the 
first in Africa to have such. It’s 
a fund to cover some aspect of 
loses, just like we have in NDIC 
where those who put money in 
the banks can have their deposit 
back even if it’s not all. So there’s 
a fund now that when you invest 
in the capital market and you 
have a challenge that’s verifiable, 
you would be paid some part 
of your investment so that you 
don’t lose the totality of your 
investment, so as to secure and 
give you confidence that yes, I got 
my back covered. 

Let’s take you to Ondo State. 
Now from the look of things, 

Tajudeen Yusuf, member of PDP representing Kabba Bunu/Ijumu Federal Constituency of 
Kogi State and the incumbent chairman, House Committee on Capital Market and other 
Institutions in this interview with KEHINDE AKINTOLA, differs with President Muhammadu 
Buhari’s approach to anti-graft crusade, and sheds light on the forthcoming investigation 
into capital market collapse, PDP crisis, among other issues. Excerpts:
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Tajudeen Yusuf

it’s like your party, the PDP, is 
having it so rough. As a very 
strong member of the party, 
what’s your take on the state of 
the party now?

It’s so very unfortunate that 
those who benefited immensely 
from a reasonable plane field 
leading to an opposition becom-
ing a ruling party, because the 
ruling party at that time made 
sure opposition was not stifled. 
They were given voice and giv-
en platform. And democracy 
itself ceases to be democracy 
when there’s no virile opposition. 
What’s happening in Ondo is a 
desperate attempt by the pres-
ent government to find through 
whatever means, a foothold, 
in certain areas of the country 
they assume they might not be 
in control of in 2019. 

So what’s happening in Ondo 
is the Federal Government 
through its agencies, the INEC, 
and the Attorney General of the 
Federation to subvert and deny 
Ondo people the privilege and 
the right to make a choice.

Everybody knows that Jimoh 
Ibrahim was in the ANPP with 
Buhari. And as at the time he 
claimed to be in the PDP, he was 
even a card-carrying member 
of Accord. So how does INEC 
choose the court judgment it 
obeys? Don’t forget there were 
two judgments regarding the 
Port Harcourt convention and 
the police chose the one to obey. 
One thing I know is that when 
you attempt to deny people a 
legitimate platform to express 
their views, you push them into 
seeking alternative means to do 
so. And unluckily for us, we as a 
nation have travelled this road 
before- when we were under 
the military rule. And now, that’s 
where we seem to be, because, 
we are in a purely police state. 

Mr. A can be found guilty 
by a competent judicial panel 
of enquiry to the tune of N150 
billion, he walks away, while 
Mr. B found guilty of taking N50 
million is in jail. So what’s hap-

pening in Ondo is nothing than 
the federal through the INEC 
and Attorney-General trying to 
subvert the process, but by con-
viction, I know that the people of 
Ondo are resolute; I’m convinced 
that those who think subverting 
the PDP will make them win will 
be disappointed. 

But the PDP itself is divided. 
There’s the Makarfi faction, 
there’s the Modu Sheriff faction, 
how then do you think it’s the 
Federal Government and INEC 
that are the problems?

I disagree that PDP is divided. 
There’s somebody somewhere 
who claims to be in control of 
certain structures, and I say it’s 
purely the Presidency that’s or-
chestrating this, there’s no doubt 
about it. After the aborted Port 
Harcourt convention, the staff of 
PDP wrote the IG and said, given 
the happening in Port Harcourt 
and the insistence by Sheriff 
that he remained the chairman, 
give us security to be sure of 
what is happening. And when 
the Makarfi’s committee was 
finally constituted, they wrote 
back to the police to say, we no 
longer required their presence 
in our secretariat, the police said 
they want to consult with the 
Attorney-General, that’s why the 
secretariat is still locked till today. 
I wrote you, give me policemen, 
and I now wrote back to say I 
want my secretariat, then you 
say there’s a faction. Is there a di-

vision in the national exco? Sher-
iff was made chairman of PDP by 
NEC; he sat over NEC that now 
called for convention. By PDP 
constitution, when we are at the 
convention, nobody has powers 
that supersede that of conven-
tion. If you are elected today, the 
convention can remove you to-
morrow. If you like, be elected for 
10 years, if the convention feels 
you should be removed after 
one day, you are out. But because 
there were court injunctions that 
said there shouldn’t be elections 
into the offices of chairman, 
Secretary and Treasurer, INEC 
wrote the party and it said, okay, 
we won’t have an elective con-
vention. INEC was part of what 
happened in Port Harcourt just 
like in Ondo. The primary that 
produced Jegede was monitored 
by INEC. Jimoh Ibrahim went 
to a hotel in Dugbe, Ibadan and 
had a caricature meeting, INEC 
wasn’t there. In fact, by the Elec-
toral Act, can you have an Ondo 
primary in Ibadan? So there’s 
nothing that gives teeth to Sher-
iff. He can’t address the national 
caucus meeting, he can’t address 
the governors’ forum, so who’s 
he chairing over? Yes, there are 
bound to be cleavages in any or-
ganisation, but this man is doing 
a hatchet job. And if you know 
him, if you follow his anteced-
ents you won’t be surprised. But 
one thing I want to assure you, 
we are not in any way oblivious 

of his antics and what have you. 
Let’s cross Ondo, the masquerade 
would be let out. 

There are talks about a new 
party alliances being muted even 
among leaders of the PDP. What’s 
your take on that?

Politics is about talks and 
engagements. Thesis, antithesis, 
and synthesis, it’s normal for 
there to be certain interaction. 
But one thing I want to assure 
you is that there’s more commit-
ment on the part of those who 
knows what it takes to have a 
virile democracy to free Nigeria 
from the despotic tendency that 
this government is gradually 
establishing. As a young boy, I 
risked my life, travelled round 
this country under military 
rule to deepen the desire of our 
people that no matter what, the 
worst civilian regime is better 
than the best military regime. I 
led my local union, I was NANS 
Secretary General; I sat back and 
looked at how God has been able 
to keep me alive. Many of my 
friends died in the process, and 
all we did was a minute silence 
for them. They became martyrs. 
For those who can think deeply, 
they’d realise that we cannot al-
low ourselves to go back to such 
tendencies. We must understand 
that as at today, there’s no bet-
ter form of governance than 
democracy where the opinions 
of the minority is expressed and 
the majority has its way while 
the minority goes back and plan 
how to do it next time.

The loan being sought by the 
government, for which they 
have written the National As-
sembly, about $30 billion. If that 
gets into this country, definitely, 
it could impact on the capital 
market. How necessary is the 
loan?

I said no with reason. I don’t 
support such moves. I’m not say-
ing we don’t need loan, because 
Dubai which was a city of one 
lane in 1990, loan made it what it 
is now. But there must be a plan. 
Where’s our development plan? 
The loan will not be given to us 
today. It’s going to be given in 
bits for 14 years, so have we as a 
nation come out with a develop-
ment plan for let’s say, 10 years? 
Then, two, that quantum, Nigeria 
has never taken such before. 
Imagine where we were with the 
little we took before, and you are 
now going to take, N10 trillion. 
Because that’s what it translate 
to, nine point something trillion, 
that’s almost ten trillion. The 
whole capital vote for 2016 is N1.2 
trillion, although they claimed 
to have implemented 75 percent 
of it. I don’t know maybe it’s in 
the dream, I’ve not even seen it. 
What’s the capital for 2017, or 
is the loan going to be a parallel 
budget? So one of the first things 
I think we should have done is 
to have a development plan. We 
can now say going through the 
normal means, we have so and 
so funds for this. And why would 
you say you want to take $30bil-
lion at a go? What’s the incoming 
government going to do? Can you 
finish the project in four years? So 

I disagree. 
Dealing with the issue of 

economy, the current govern-
ment has grappled with the 
issue of recession for some time 
now. As an Economist, what in 
your opinion are they not doing 
right?

One thing you must under-
stand is that perception is reality. 
The first thing this government 
did wrong is that after they won 
election and came into power, 
they forgot that campaign was 
over. Our leader was still going 
round as a President de-mar-
keting Nigeria, and they said he 
was saying the truth. Show me 
any country in the world where 
frauds are not perpetrated. I’m 
a Nigerian businessman, you 
are an investor from China and 
had wanted to transact busi-
ness with me, suddenly my 
president comes to say we are 
a fraud; would go ahead with 
that transaction? The answer is 
No! I mentioned the issue of ill-
advice about forex transaction. 
In 1984, President Buhari, then 
a military head of state, came in 
and it was alleged that politicians 
had stolen money in naira. Naira 
then was at par with the dollar, so 
they were stealing in naira. And 
they came up with an economic 
policy to change the colour of the 
naira to stop politicians who had 
stockpiled naira from using the 
money. Because of this, they de-
nied legitimate businessmen be-
cause one had to queue as there 
was a limited amount of money 
one could change in a day. I was 
in secondary school then, my 
mother used to send me to the 
bank to go and queue. I remem-
ber that as a market woman, that 
affected my mother’s business. 
He now came in 2015 with the 
same ancient policy that because 
people had stolen money in dol-
lars, there should be no forex 
trading anymore. Those who 
stole money in dollars keep such 
money in their houses. Do dollars 
kept at home complain of idle-
ness? It is those who do legitimate 
business that you have denied. 
And what you have done is that, 
you’ve shut down manufactur-
ing. The man who manufactured 
this table that requires maybe 
this Formica from China, would 
need to pay three or four months 
before purchasing is done. Now 
Nigerians go to Ghana to pay for 
goods abroad. They go to Ghana 
to pay school fees. So what you 
have done is that you’ve denied 
the bit of inflow that comes into 
Nigeria and then reflate the 
economies of other countries.   

So one, he de-marketed us. 
Two, there’s so much propaganda 
going on. You don’t win anti-
corruption war by doing media 
trial. In fact, you know one funny 
thing about it, it makes criminals 
have the justification that they 
are being victimised. I’m not say-
ing stop the war on corruption, 
you can fight corruption without 
making noise. So there’s a lot of 
propaganda. Propaganda doesn’t 
bring economic solution. It’s bet-
ter to sit down and consciously 
reflate the economy.

What we are doing ultimately 
is for retail investors, you and 
I have to take over the capital 
market, not portfolio investors 

any more.
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Debbie Akwara

‘Customer experience management operation 
must start at the executive level to succeed’ 
Debbie Akwara is a customer experience management professional with Bridge International Academies Nigeria 
and the founder of an NGO called Help Educate/Elevate the Less Privileged (HEELP). In this chat with KELECHI 
EWUZIE, she shares the attractions for the concept of customer experience management and the growing inter-
est for companies strategically positioned to compete globally, among others. Excerpt:

W
ould you assess customer 
experience management 
practice in Nigeria?

Looking at customer 
experience management as a collection of 
processes an organisation uses to define, 
track, oversee and organise every interac-
tion with its customer throughout that cus-
tomer’s lifecycle, I will say it’s a completely 
green field at the moment and as such it is 
lacking in so many areas. What is common 
today and I say this based on my experience 
so far both on the job and in my interactions 
with businesses I patronise, there is a lack 
of awareness about what is truly important 
in building, sustaining and even starting a 
business. What’s common today is focusing 
on what businesses want and how they 
want it and not what the customer wants 
as well as why they want it. Because the 
later approach is seldom used, I will say that 
there is first of all a lot of awareness that 
needs to happen.

All businesses whether a B2B or B2C 
to effectively exceed every customers’ ex-
pectation needs to work towards, getting 
customers to have a legendary experience, 
getting customers to repurchase, getting 
customers to be loyal and getting customers 
to recommend product or service to family 
and friends. There has to be a conscious ef-
fort to approach business from an outside-in 
perspective that starts with the customer 
and then work inwards. This is important 
because at the end of the day; your cus-
tomers increase, your sales increase, your 
customers are happy, they keep coming 
back and you keep getting more referrals – 
that’s the cycle.

What has been your experience as a 
customer experience professional?

It has been a remarkable experience, 
even when I meet roadblocks, I have been 
fortunate enough to have a mentor that 
has taught me not to give up but find a new 
strategy and a smarter way to get results 
and show the value in implementing a suc-
cessful experience improvement program. 
Like I mentioned earlier, it’s a completely 
new field. Before now the focus was custom-
er service, serve them right, smile, resolve 
their issues, etc. But practicing customer 
experience management has shown me that 
that isn’t enough anymore.

How about you fix the problem at source 
so that no other customer comes complain-
ing about that particular problem? How 
about you understanding what customers 
like, don’t like, how they want to be served, 
where they want to be served so they can 
use a product or service seamless? How 
about you knowing customers well enough 
that you design a product or service to 
suit my lifestyle before they even need it? 
Those are the kind of questions I have been 
exposed to which has empowered me to 
serve any type of customer in any industry 
just using the simple logic of knowing who 
my customer is.

That is a powerful tool! Yes I have had 
some down times practicing because in 
some organisations I have worked in, this 
was a hard sell, everyone is interested in 
the bottom line i.e. naira and kobo – how do 
all these things translate to that? I struggled 
with this for a while but then I found a so-
lution in gathering and using data. Not just 

data on what customers were doing, how 
happy or unhappy they were or how much 
they were spending but how much they 
spent after an experience improvement ini-
tiative had been successfully deployed and 
engaging customers to a point where they 
now become advocates and you ultimately 
save cost on advertisement.

In all I will say it’s a very rewarding expe-
rience. I am extremely passionate about the 
profession and on a mission to grow African 
businesses one customer experience at a 
time through a company I founded in 2015 
called NEETCH.

 
What is the Customer Experience (CX) 

Impact Awards all about?
The Customer Experience (CX) Impact 

Awards is an award given to CX practitio-
ners across the globe by the Customer Ex-
perience Professionals Association (CXPA). 
It’s an award given to individuals that 
exemplify excellent customer experience 
and have made profound impact on their 
organisations and its customers. In 2016 [this 
year], I was nominated for this award and 
was the only Nigerian on the list of finalists. 
The finalists were a mix of CX practitioners 
from international blue-chip companies like 
Walmart, Verison, Adobe, etc

 
What unique attributes qualified you 

for the 2016 CX Awards nomination?
Using the key competency areas that 

customer experience management focuses 
on as a profession i.e. creating a customer 
centric culture, deploying voice of customer 
programmes, using customers’ feedback 
to improve customers’ experience, driving 
organizational adoption, service design and 
measuring customer’s experience, I will say 
that the unique attributes I possess are; I am 
very passionate about everything I do, I am 
great with people, studying environments and 
behaviors not just to align but also to use that 
as an advantage to achieve the results I want. 
I am a very driven individual with great com-
munication experience and my interpersonal 
skills has been said to be impeccable.

I am result oriented, I see myself as an 
entrepreneur so my recommendations most 
times resonate with the management of or-
ganisations I have worked in. I am emotion-
ally intelligent which has helped me drive 
organisational change in some organisations 
I have worked with. Most of the time, ‘no’ to 
me means try another option; I will always 
find ways to go back and get the job done 
even if I have to use my resources.

All of these attributes have helped me 
deliver on key achievements in my career 
e.g. my team was responsible for restoring 
Zenith Bank to its number 1 position in the 
KPMG Customer Satisfaction Survey fo-
cused on the banking industry in 2012/2013.

While in UBA Plc, I built from scratch 
the team that moved UBA up 3 steps in the 
same KPMG survey in 1 year. At Etisalat 
Nigeria, my drive in the area of customer 
engagement & education caused a growth 
in postpaid customer satisfaction in the area 
of bill delivery. Another achievement was 
an increase in self-service adoption from 
over 300,000 users monthly to 8 million 
users generating about 300 million Naira 
in revenue. In line with pushing a customer 
centric culture, I was part of the team that 
designed the UBA Standards of Service 
(SOS) and also conducted bank-wide train-

ings to drive adoption. At Etisalat Nigeria I 
drafted the Etisalat Experience Standards 
but it was not implemented before I left 
the organisation. I can go on and on about 
my noteworthy experience as it’s been an 
8-year journey with loads of achievements   

 
How best can organisations in Nigeria 

promote the practice of effective customer 
experience management?

It is easy. Focus on the customer! Let ev-
erything you do be about the customer and 
start from the customer before you begin 
to look at an operational efficiency. Talk to 
your customers frequently, measure and 
track their satisfaction, keep your customers 
engaged and educate them on how to use 
your product/service. Every organisation/
business whose end user is a customer needs 
to have a customer experience team in 
place. You do not need a large team for this 
because if you get it right and drive organ-
isational adoption from the executive level, 
everyone will be an experience champion! 
You do not even need to hire someone and 
pay him or her an arm and a leg. You could 
imply start small, get your customer service 
team, find the exceptional guys there and 
move them into this role. Give them the 
right training to deliver on this job. 

In terms of human capacity for effective 
customer experience management globally, 
how would assess Nigeria’s contribution?

We are beginning to make a contribu-
tion if I am to refer to my being a finalist 
for the 2016 CX Impact Awards. I was the 
only Nigerian on that list and I am not 
sure if there has ever been one on the list. 
We have Nigerians that write/blog about 
customer experience management and cur-

rently have articles in newspapers. I have a 
series I call CX Conversations that I post on 
LinkedIn. A couple of months ago we had 
a CXPA local networking event that held 
at Four Points hotel, Lekki. More and more 
organisations are becoming aware of the 
importance of this field and are creating 
customer experience management teams 
or engaging consultants.

We may not be there 100 percent yet 
but I will say that Nigeria will change the 
game completely if we stay true to be open-
minded, innovative, optimistic and focus 
on the customer. It’s a movement I am very 
passionate about and willing to partner 
with any individual or organisation that 
is interested in growing from a customer’s 
point of view.

Tell me about yourself 
From a professional standpoint, I have 12 

years experience across various industries 
working with leading Nigerian brands like 
First City Monument Bank, Zenith Bank, 
United Bank for Africa, Etisalat Nigeria and 
Bridge International Academies Nigeria. My 
12-year career cuts across various job roles 
but I have spent 8 years practicing customer 
experience management. For the other 4 
years I worked in human resource and hu-
man capital development roles.

Asides from my profession, I am a hu-
manitarian at heart and extremely passion-
ate about serving people. I currently serve 
as a board member of Genesis House which 
is a women’s shelter located in Lagos and 
I’m the founder of HEELP, a not-for-profit 
organization that is focused on partnering 
with individuals and organizations to Help 
Educate/Elevate the Less Privileged in Ni-
geria and across Africa.

Jonathan Gbefwi Gaza
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Yahaya Maikori

As President of Nigerian Gaming Association (NGA), Yahaya Maikori is a well-known stakeholder in the Ni-
gerian technology space. In this interview with NATHANIEL AKHIGBE, he shares his optimism on the ability 
of Nigerian software developers to develop software for the local market and what the Nigerian Government 
should do in the aftermath of Mark Zuckerberg, Facebook founder’s visit to Nigeria. Excerpts:

T
he last  t ime we 
spoke earlier in the 
year you said Ni-
geria was losing $5 
billion annually to 

foreign software develop-
ers. Is the case still the same 
or the amount would have 
been doubled, tripled or been 
reduced?

Well, the issue is this: with 
the restriction of foreign cur-
rency and the trouble with it, 
you find out that many people 
have found it a bit harsh to do 
business in Nigeria. But again, 
there is no human activity 
that is not driven by technol-
ogy these days. When you 
talk of technology, it’s both 
hardware and software. Those 
are the things you need to run 
a proper operation. Maybe 
payment has reduced because 
forex is a bit expensive and 
some are not able to meet their 
obligations. But any real busi-
ness is going to be technology 
driven. I don’t think in terms 
of demand it has reduced. But 
maybe some of the foreign 
software developers are not 
able to access their funds here 
because of the forex chal-
lenges we have on ground. 
Although I don’t have any 
new information, but I don’t 
think it has reduced. In fact 
I just got a phone call from 
a company who is bringing 
their own software and they 
want to know how they can 
take their money out of the 
country. Again, Nigeria is a 
huge market. If you want to 
do a serious business in Africa, 
where else would you look at 
but Nigeria! So, I don’t think it 
has reduced from the $5 bil-
lion I told you earlier in the 
year. In any case, I would think 
more transactions are taking 
place; that is the only one 
thing still universal, people 
are still investing. Those who 
genuinely want to invest are 
still investing. The only down-
side of software is that we are 
not bringing must of the no 
how back home. There should 
be technology transfer. That 
is not really happening. But 
again, most of the company 
operating do not really want 
to have any kind of opera-
tion; they sell their software 
here, they are not registered 
here; they don’t pay tax here; 
they are doing nothing for our 
country. They just sell their 
software here and find their 
own means of repatriating 

back their money.
But what can the Nigerian 

Government do to block these 
revenue leakages?

Anybody selling software 
here should be registered in 
Nigeria. Some of the foreign 
software developers whose 
products are here simply don’t 
have an affiliate in Nigeria. 
They simply just wait, and 
users transfer money to them. 
I will suggest that first of all, 
that is why National Office 
of Technology Acquisition 
(NOTA) was set up. It was set 
up so that for you to formally 
bring any type of technology 
back home here in Nigeria, 
you will need to have regis-
tered it. Part of what they do 
is that ‘we are running the 
registry, we will allow you a 
period to use the software but 
also, you need to transfer the 
technology to local people’. 
That is actually in place. But 
people are finding the way of 
circumventing it.

Is it that the agency is not 

doing enough in monitor-
ing how foreign software is 
brought into the country?   

You can’t really blame the 
agency because if I bring my 
software and sell to you how 
would they know? I don’t 
know how we can achieve 
what you asked. But we have 
to look at it in more robust 
ways as we discussed at length 
to see how we can reduce the 
inflow of foreign software 
without any kind of remigra-
tion of building local capacity. 
But again, people are looking 
for the easy way out.

In your experience, what 
role do you think local soft-
ware developers can play in 
blocking these revenue leak-
ages if adequately encouraged 
by the government in regards 
to economic diversification?

They have a very big role. 
The most important is them 
being able to offer us what we 
need locally. If they can offer 
what we need locally, then, of 
course, we won’t bother about 

foreign softwares. But they 
have to understand one thing: 
software needs to be tested. It 
is not enough for you to just 
design. We must test the integ-
rity of your software. There 
are a lot of testings to be done 
and certifications that need to 
take place for you to get to a 
point whereby it becomes us-
able by everybody and trusted 
by the users. It is a whole lot 
of process. We know also that 
many technology hubs have 
been built. Mark Zuckerberg 
was here; FaceBook say they 
are founding Andella with 
$23 million, which is really for 
programmers and all of that. 
I think that is really where 
our energy should go into as a 
country; these young people 
who are tech savvy; who are 
smart; who grow up with the 
knowledge of technology but 
have not been harnessed. So, 
we need to have more of such 
technology hubs in Nigeria 
because almost every hu-
man endeavour is driven by 

technology. The government 
also needs to start funding 
technology hubs and people 
who are capable of developing 
software.

As a stakeholder in the 
sector what does Mark Zuck-
erberg’s visit to Nigeria re-
ally mean to the Nigerian 
economy in general and to 
the technology sector in par-
ticular?

It is a huge deal. It means 
that he has recognized what 
the market opportunities are. 
Like I said, they founded An-
della; two, he spent time with 
them; he puts $23 million, and 
when you look at $23 million, 
that is not a small amount of 
money. Depending on what 
happens, if he comes back and 
put another $50 million, you 
can imagine what that means. 
There are a lot of Nigerians 
working in Andella, which 
means livelihood has been 
assured for them because 
there is funding for that proj-
ect. Government needs to do 



Lack of facility, enabling environment...
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more in engaging individuals 
like this. Of course they are 
already here: Google is here; 
Facebook is here; but when 
you engage the founders, it 
means that they will be dear to 
the country in a much stron-
ger way. When they have a 
stake in Nigeria they will put 
more into the economy.   

You have met Nigerians 
who are software develop-
ers over the years. Can you 
equate them and their work 
to their counterparts over-
seas? What would your score-
card be of them?

Yes of course. Talk of Silicon 
Valley which we know all 
about. That is actually where 
most of the technologies come 
out from. If you go out of 
Nigeria, most of the smartest 
people even in Google and any 
software company you talk 
about are mostly Nigerians. 
There is even a Nigerian Com-
munity in NASA. That tells 
you how big Nigerians are; 
the problem is just the facility; 
the kind of enabling environ-
ment that would help them be 
in tune with whatever they 
have, which are usually bril-
liant ideas. I have come across 
many Nigerians who are have 
ideas; who have built apps for 
different kinds of technol-
ogy platforms for people to 
use; even just in Kenya here, 
and I know the Kenyans are 
not smarter than us. So, it’s 
just for the government to be 
focused and recognize that 
this is where the industry has 
moved to; whether you call it 
UBER, which I am sure is built 
by Nigeria. Even if UBER is 
not built by Nigerians, but I 
know a lot of Nigerians can 
come with such platform. So, 
these are available here. We 
also need to learn how to pa-
tronize our own goods. That 
is why I welcome the idea of 
made in Nigeria goods. We 
also need to start patronizing 
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software developed locally. I 
think we have smart people 
who are doing a lot; but most 
Nigerians would not invest in 
anything that is not tangible; 
they would rather see a build-
ing. That is the way they un-
derstand commerce. If you say 
‘I have an app’ they will ask 
‘what is an app? I can’t hold it 
in my hand’; and yet, we know 
what Facebook is worth. They 
are not tangible things we can 
hold. So long as our bankers 
and every other person in 
the economic ecosystem un-
derstand that technology is a 
new form of commerce and a 
new form of industry and start 
focusing on it; building reason-
able capacity by founding it, 
then as a country, I think we 
are in good position to beat 
that target we have set for 
ourselves. Look at Facebook 
for instance, how much is its 
worth? Millions of dollar! And 
yet, you are still sitting there 
looking for tangible things.

Some Nigerians have au-
gured that Nigeria should be 
thinking of having a focused 
Minister of Technology. But 
there is already a Ministry 
of Science and Technology. 
When you look at the tech-
nological trends of the pres-
ent world, do you think this 
ministry can fast track the 
technological development 
Nigeria needs to position 
herself for what many now 
term ‘the coming technologi-
cal tsunami’?

That would not be nec-
essary because we already 
have ‘convergence’. There is a 
convergence happening. You 
cannot isolate Ministry of 
Communications; you cannot 
isolate Ministry of Trade and 
every Ministry. The software; 
the internet; name all those 
associated businesses; they 
have all converged. So, there 
cannot be a focused. They 
need to walk together in har-

mony. I know that is why at 
one point government want-
ed to converge the Nigerian 
Communication Commission 
(NCC), Nigerian Broadcasting 
Corporation (NBC) and the 
Nigerian Copy Right Com-
mission (NPC) under the same 
ministry. If you say you are 
doing software, you cannot 
isolate it from Internet Proto-
col (IP); if you say you are doing 
internet, but internet now is 
related to NCC. The tech com-
panies are doing internet. So, 
we just need to have a closer 
working relationships so that 
they can harmonize whatever 
new development come on 
board, in terms of policy, in 
terms of funding and in terms 
of target. They just need to 
work together.  But again, if 
you put them together, they 
can easily get lost in terms 
of what is required of them. 
That was what happened in 
the US; the Federal Commu-
nication Commission (FCC). It 
was like a convergence of all 
the related ministries but is 
separate under one body, but 
work closely without crossing 
their own lines.

But are you satisfied with 
the current level of govern-
ment involvement in techno-
logical development?

Well, it depends on where 
you look at it from. Govern-
ment is already doing a lot. 
When you look at the migra-
tion from analog to digital 
broadcasting, Nigeria is doing 
quite a lot; though, the dead-
line was meant to be last year, 
I think, before it was moved 
to 2017. But we can see that 
government has done quite 
a lot in that respect. They 
have switched from analog 
to digital broadcasting in Jos, 
Plateau State, which is the 
first; Abuja is going to be the 
second place before the year 
runs out; government has just 

released $10 billion to NBC to 
help with that process. I think 
all hands are on deck because 
government knows if they can 
fund the area, a huge potential 
would be unleashed in Nigeria 
for our creativity, in terms of 
contents generation for these 
platforms. They even say they 
are going to set up Content 
Fund to encourage people.  
Digitalization is going to open 
the door for all manner of 
creative opportunities.

Were the TSA soft de-
veloped by Nigerians, what 
would that have represented 
to the Nigerian economy?

SystemSpecs are the owner 
of that software. Whether 
they developed it locally I do 
not know. But it is possible 
that they developed it with 
other people. SystemSpecs is 
a big company; but whether 
they own the property right 
of the software, I do not know. 
Whatever it is, it goes back 
to what we are saying: if you 
know how much percentage 
goes to SystemSpecs for that 
TSA, it is a huge amount of 
money. Maybe that is what 
NOTA should be doing by 
probably given a period of not 
more than 5 years for a pro-
gram like TSA to use foreign 
software by ensuring that we 
train local developers which 
such capacity. But from my 
dealings with NOTA, I think 
they are up to the task.     

 
I was researching online 

recently and I came across 
a picture of you with Wil-
lie Obiano, the Governor of 
Anambra State; but I couldn’t 
see anything to read to have 
an insight on what you were 
doing with him. What were 
you in Anambra State for?

Our company signed a deal 
with the Amambra State Gov-
ernment to help them run lot-
tery for the state and a couple 
of other gaming activities to 
ensure increased revenue for 
the State. So, we are going to 
invest in terms of software, 
hardware, personnel and ba-
sically working with the state 
government to give them good 
gaming status.

But why is Anambra State 
interested in revenue from 
gaming?

Well, first of all, Anam-
bra State Government has 
a tradition of hardworking. 
Peter Obi, the immediate past 
governor did quite a lot and of 
course, Willie Obiano is doing 
more than what his predeces-
sor did to basically improve 
the lives of the people. The 
truth of it is that if you look at 
what is happening in Anam-
bra State today: you see a lot of 
betting shops; a lot of betting 
operations; but they are not 
giving the right kind of rev-

enue to the state government 
because they are not properly 
harnessed. So, that was the 
whole idea; to help sanitized 
the operation of gaming in the 
state and more importantly, 
help generate the kind of rev-
enue that would in turn help 
impact the lives of people in 
the state.

Willie Obiano who is com-
ing from the banking indus-
try seems to have overcome 
the cultural, traditional and 
religious barriers to gaming 
in Nigeria in his quest for 
revenue alternatives after the 
global crash of oil prices. Are 
we likely to see a situation 
where his counterparts across 
35 states turn to gaming for 
possible revenue generation?

The truth of the matter is 
that gaming is already a part 
of our culture. Technology 
has brought everything and 
everybody on the same plat-
form. So, because gaming is 
moved from those retail bases 
now and it is online technol-
ogy based; you find out there 
are not so much you can do, 
you cannot avoid it; you can-
not ban it because technology 
always have a way of develop-
ing and circumventing any 
other laws man puts in place. 
So, the best thing you can do 
for your people is to ensure 
that it’s harnessed for their 
own benefit. Any way you 
look at it, technology has tak-
en whatever your perception 
is or you think about gaming. 
Again, the lines between gam-
bling and non-gambling games 
are very thin. There is what 
we call social game (those we 
call Candy Crush. Those kind 
of games people normally 
play on their phones). If you 
look at them again, they have 
changed the whole model. You 
are playing it for skills and if 
you want to escalate it to the 
next level then you need to 
pay for something. But again 
if you look at the definition of 
gambling under the Nigerian 
National Lottery Act 2005, it 
says both the game of skills 
and the game of chance. So, 
whether it is your simple 
mobile game you are playing 
or the one you are playing 
for money, under the Act it 
is called gaming, lottery or 
gamble. I don’t think we have a 
choice here. Whether you like 
it or not, when you go to Zam-
fara State you are going to see 
gaming shops there; and the 
issue is what do you do? If you 
don’t regulate it, unsuspecting 
members of the public will 
take advantage of it. So, what 
you need to do is to safeguard 
your citizens; but the real 
safeguard is not to deny that 
the industry doesn’t exist; it 
is rather to appreciate that it 
exists and you safeguard them 
against any kind of fraud.
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T
he National Housing Fund 
housing loans are repaid 
on a month by month 
installation basis from the 

monthly income of the beneficiary. 
This is a very convenient formula 
for those that are on monthly 
payroll. For the business people, its 
also advisable to develop a savings 
model ahead of time that will en-
able them have an amount that can 

A
c c o r d i n g  t o  S a m 
Walton, the successful 
American entrepreneur, 
‘individuals don’t win; 

teams do’. In the same vein, this 
applies to agencies of government 
wishing to fulfill their mandate 
and leave indelible marks on the 
quality of life of the citizenry. One 
of such is the National Agency for 
Food and Drug Administration 
and Control (NAFDAC). It was 
established by Decree No 15 of 
1993 and amended by Decree 19 
of 1999 to safeguard the precious 
lives of consumers. Furthermore, 
it became an Act Cap N1 Laws of 
the Federation of Nigeria (LFN) 
2004 as a parastatal of the Federal 
Ministry of Health.

From the ousted its matching 
mandate has  always been to 
regulate and c ontrol   the 
manufacture,  imp ortation, 

e xp ortat i on ,  d i s tr i buti on , 
advertisement, sale and use of 
Foods, Drugs, Cosmetics, Medical 
D evic es ,  Package d Water, 
Chemicals and Detergents, 
collectively known as regulated 
products. The Agency was 
officially established in October 
1992.

Put in its proper perspective, the 
remarkable success it has recorded 
over the past decades, especially 
between Year 2000 and now can 
be attributed to a well-structured 
system of effective collaborations 
with relevant stakeholders. These 
of course, include both national 
and international agencies, 
departments, ministries and 
organizations concerned about 
the health and well being of 
consumers, globally. But it must 
be stated here that the Nigerian 
public still has this misconception 
that the agency’s activities are 
more on processed drugs than 
processed and packaged foods, 
both locally manufactured and 
imported ones.

To achieve its  mandate 
NAFDAC has had to embark on 
various activities that have to with 
the inspection of facilities used for 
the manufacture, distribution and 
retailing of the regulated products. 
These include inspection at the 
ports and land borders. There 
are also laboratory evaluation 
of regulated products to make 
sure they comply in content 
and specifications with standard 
specifications. This has become 
expedient in the face of the new 
reality of the world becoming a 
global village.

In addition to the registration 

of these products and the drafting 
of laws, these have to be enforced. 
That explains the rationale behind 
NAFDAC officials working in 
collaboration with the law 
enforcement agencies such as 
the Police and Customs Services. 
The Agency has also been greatly 
involved in the education and 
enlightenment of consumers.

Unfortunately, there is still an 
information lacuna on the  aspect 
of collaborations, such that late 
last year when a pharmacist was 
alleged to be involved in the sales 
of fake drugs and  her shop was  
visited by these officials from 
the two arms of government she 
construed it as an affront on her 
right. A section of the ill-informed 
media could not understand that 
NAFDAC had the constitutional 
responsibility to do what it was 
doing. So, what is more important; 
for fake food and drugs sellers to 
continue to make profits from their  
illicit trade, or for the precious lives 
of unsuspecting consumers to be 
safeguarded from the threat posed 
by hazardous foods and drugs?

 Improved International 
Collaborations

Under the former Director-
General, Paul Orhii-led NAFDAC 
the Agency has been able to 
enter into and build closer ties 
with countries and international 
organizations in the sustained 
war against fake foods and 
adulterated drugs. Some of these 
countries include the U.S., China, 
India,   Argentina and Ghana. 
The international bodies include 
the World Health Organization 
(WHO), DFID, UNICEF, and 
GAIN. WHO for instance is at the 

forefront of the Micronutrient 
Initiative. Food fortification with 
vitamin A and such important 
minerals such as iron, iodine and 
calcium has gone a long way in 
improving the level of nutrition of 
Nigerian consumers and reducing 
some illnesses. The impact of 
this can best appreciated from 
the view point of  sticking to 
international standards, such 
that products from Nigeria can 
compete favourably with those 
from anywhere in the world. Even 
then, we cannot be mindful of the 
deluge of processed food products 
such as beverages, biscuits, all 
manner of confectioneries, soft 
drinks, cornflakes, Quaker oats 
that are imported from different 
countries.

It is a good step forward 
therefore, that NAFDAC has signed 
a Memorandum of Understanding, 
MoU for cooperation in both 
the processed food sector as 
well as pharmaceuticals with 
the Ministry of Chemicals and 
Fertilizers of India. So forceful is 
this understanding that the Indian 
Parliament has for the first time 
enacted a law making it a criminal 
offence for the manufacture and 
distribution of such fake products 
and emboldened it with a lifetime 
jail sentence.

The noble objectives of the 
MoU include the promotion of safe, 
effective, qualitative and affordable 
regulated products. It also provides 
opportunities of cooperation 
including inter-alia, inter-country 
industry trade, exchange of vital 
information, human resource 
capacity building, research and 
development collaboration. 

The two can now jointly deal 
decisively with nationals engaged 
in the manufacture, importation, 
exportation, sale, transport and 
distribution of adulterated and 
fake regulated food products as 
well as drugs.

S i m i l a r l y,  t h e  C h i n e s e 
g o v e r n m e n t  h a s  h a d  t o 
prosecute and sentence six of 
its citizens to death for getting 
involved in the manufacture and 
export of fake drugs to Nigeria. 
Collaborations such as these 
made Nigeria’s NAFDAC to be 
made the Vice-Chairman of the 
International Medical Products 
Anti-counterfeiting Taskforce 
(IMPACT) out of 193 WHO 
member countries. Not left out 
are World Customs Organisation, 
INTERPOL, Organisation of 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD).

N o t ab l y  t o o ,  N A F D A C 
in c ollab oration with the 
Global Alliance for Improved 
Nutrition(GAIN) and the National 
Fortification Alliance(NFA) 
established and commissioned the 
first vitamin A fortification plant 
in Yola, Adamawa state.

 National Collaborations
A lot has been done and is 

still being sustained between 
the agency and important stake 
holders in the Nigerian enterprise 
to ensure that we all consume 
foods that are safe, wholesome, 
appealing and nutritious. 

conveniently service the loan on a 
month to month basis.

Can a contributor obtain NHF 
loan, if a mortgage loan originator 
is not in state the contributor lives?

A Contributor who intends to 
Apply for the NHF loan from his 
state of resident that does not have 
a Mortgage loan originator can 
liaise with a mortgage loan origina-
tor; a Private Mortgage Institution 
in a neighboring state or anywhere 
else in Nigeria to process a loan 
application. Also, some Primary 
Mortgage Institutions s are subsid-
iaries of banks, these banks may 
operate a Contact Offices for their 
PMIs in their branches thereby 
bringing such services closer to the 
people. In all, distance is not a barer 
in accessing the National Housing 
Funds loan.

Where can a Contributor build 
or buy his house?

An NHF loan benefactor can 
buy or build his house with the 
National Housing Fund loan any 
anywhere as long as it is within 
the Federal Republic of Nigeria. The 
applicant must provide acceptable 

title documents to the land or house 
to which such loan is used.

As low income earners, how is 
the collateral for a loan procured?

Unlike other loans from Com-
mercial banks or other specialized 
banks where collateral are a huge 
headache; the only collateral for 
the National Housing Fund loan is 
the property in acquired with the 
loan. No other collateral is needed 
to access the National Housing 
Fund loan.

Can a benefactor of The Na-
tional Housing Fund loan access 
more than once?

The National Housing Fund 
Loan is accessed once by an ap-
plicant. This is strategically so to 
enable the shame go round every 
desirous contributor.

Must a benefactor of the NHF 
Loan buy from government owned 
estates or can build in his choice 
place?

The choice is entirely that of 
the Applicant. He can apply as an 
individual for National Housing 
Fund loan to develop a land or buy 
directly from government estate 

or private estate developer of his 
choice.

The maximum amount that can 
be obtained from the NHF

The National Housing Fund loan 
has a sealing of fifteen million naira 
maximum. The longest duration 
for repayment is thirty (30) years. 
The factors to be considered for 
the amount to be accessed and the 
highest repayment duration are: 
affordability, age and working age.

The National Housing Fund 
Loan Interest Loan annually

The percentage paid on the 
interest annually is six percent. 
This is the lowest in any financial 
sector. It is done to make the scheme 
affordable to almost all strata of 
the society mostly the low income 
earners.

Does the National Housing 
Fund loan cover land purchase?

Clearly, the National Housing 
Fund Loan does not cover land pur-
chase. A prospective applicant that 
desire to obtain the loan to build a 
house is must as matters of require-
ment have a piece of land. Such a 
land is expected to have acceptable 
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title before he can approach a PMI 
for the NHF loan.

In the next edition, I will x-ray 
the National Housing Fund scheme 
and the informal sector. The NHF 
loan is for every one that passes 
the affordability test and not for the 
formal sector workers alone. This 
will set the pace for us to put the 
NHF Scheme in perspective, and 
then, address ourselves to the posi-
tion and the relevance of this once 
laudable scheme to mitigating the 
perennial Housing deficit in Nigeria 
in today’s recessed economy.

Property 
Logic
With Akhigbe Dominic
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Marketplace: 
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T
he year was like 
no other. I could 
not understand 
the reason for the 
opp osition.  All 

hell seemed to have broken 
loose. The attack was vi-
cious, deliberate and non 
stop. There was no indica-
tion of a letting off. As a 
veteran in the art of spiritual 
warfare I was not ready to 
give in and so I pressed in 
further. But you can tell that 
the battle was taking its toll 
on me, with negative signs 
and wonders that my physi-
cal senses are bombarded 
with day and night.

The previous year was 
somewhat tough and daunt-

ing but God as usual carried 
us through on the wings 
of His words. The victory 
was smooth, beautiful and 
resounding. With the mo-
mentum of the Victory re-
corded last year we attacked 
the new year with so much 
enthusiasm and vigour. Too 
sure of what to expect but to 
our utter amazement it was 
as though nothing was going 
to happen. In the physical the 
word bland became appropri-
ate, but I knew better than 
to give up. I have reached 
this point many times in 
my Life where it seems as 
though nothing was hap-
pening, but eventually the 
WORD prevailed as usual. 
From this point you get to 
know the difference between 
a man and a boy, between 
the successful people and 
failures. There was no doubt 

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

in my mind, I was not going 
to throw in the towel. I would 
rather go down standing on 
the WORD of God than quit 
and beat a retreat. This is the 
attitude we are expected to 
have if we are to succeed in 
this wild world of evil and 
constant resistance. Truth 
makes you to be undaunted 
and determined, lies exhibit 
the same character to stop 
us and cause us to loose in 
life. But until the truth of the 
WORD of God has gained 
ascendancy in our hearts and 
we are fully persuaded, we 
can never partake of what is 
rightly ours. Our adversary, 
the devil is very skilled in the 
art of holding out, resisting, 
detracting and distracting, 
but we must never give up!  
What we have going for us is 
much more than what they 
have going for them. We press 

in and be violent as we have 
been admonished( ... right 
from the time of John the 
Baptist the kingdom of God 
suffers violence, and only the 
violent take it by force). 

With this understanding 
we should never be confused 
again why we don’t get an-
swers to prayers, this is the 
only way designed by God 
to work miracles in life and 
in the marketplace. We must 
fight, we must persevere, we 
must press in. We are not 
fighting as though we are 
blind, the reason for our fight 
is clear to us because What 
we are fighting for, belongs 
to us. So brethren we take up 
our gauntlets and do justice 
to our adversary. Stop being 
an onlooker be assured that 
God has your back and you 
can only come out victorious.

Remain blessed.

U
ber’s customer 
segments: I want 
a ride; I want a 
luxury ride – 

Choosing Uber Black, a 
high end luxury sedan or 
SUV comes to the curb-
side. I am willing to pay 
a lot more to get a ride 
now. The dynamic pric-
ing concept is meant to 
cater this target audience. 
Balancing demand and 
supply ensures that there 
is always an option after 
that Friday night concert 
or a huge sports event to 
go back to your place.

I want a cost effective 
ride – Great thing with 
Uber’s network effects – 
more demand, more sup-
ply is the ability to reduce 
the time their driver part-
ner’s spend on the road. 
Thus economics 101 tells 
us that Uber can offer 
some of this increased 
efficiency to the end cus-
tomers in the form of re-
duced costs. In many cities, 
UberX (a lower price Uber 
variant with hybrid and 
mid-range cars) is avail-
able at rates 30percent 
lower than the regular 
taxi rates.

I want to share the ride 
to reduce cost – UberPool 
allows you to share the 
ride. Again this value is 
enabled through network 
effects as more the prob-
ability of finding a match 
on your designated route 
with another customer, 
easier it becomes for the 

platform to offer the car-
pooling option.

I want to travel with a 
group – Uber offers a range 
of options like UberXL that 
helps you hail SUV’s and 
minivans to your place.

Over the last 4 years, 
in addition to expand-
ing its value for different 
sets of customers it has 
also been expanding its 
coverage area to create a 
network that now spans 
over 311 countries across 
63 countries.

It would perfectly fall in 
line if we say that creating 
value for a large audience 
with different services and 
different price range has 
been the second biggest 
success factor for Uber.

 Uber Drivers/Uber 
Partners: Being a two sided 
marketplace, the value 
that Uber brings to its 
driver partners has been 
an equally important vari-
able that has led to Uber 
creating a biggest taxi net-
work without owning a 
single taxi. Here’s how the 
partner network evolved:

Jan 2013 – fewer than 
1000 partner drivers.

Jan 2014 – More than 
6,000 partner drivers.

June 2014 – Over 19,000 
partner drivers.

Nov 2014 – Near to 
32,000 partner drivers.

December 2014 – Over 
40,000 partner drivers.

The big question over 
here is “How did Uber 
manage to get so many 

Uberising your enterprise - Uber business 
model canvas and success secrets (6)

new drivers signed up on 
its platform?.” For any mar-
ketplace model, the supply 
has to meet the demand 
and vice versa. Let’s put 
some light on Uber driv-
ers/ partners.

 Broadly, these new 
driver partners joining 
Uber fall into two cat-
egories:

Existing drivers  of 
other taxi companies and 
regular people with a car 
willing to drive for extra 
income.

Before we talk about 
specific value proposition 
for these two sets, the re-
tention rates of 70percent 
among the new drivers 
that join every month put 
a lot of things in context. 
Another aspect worth 
noting is that 50percent of 
those surveyed as a part of 
the same survey  were rid-
ing for less than 15 hours a 
week. These stats give us 
the third major factor for 
the success of Uber and 
define its business model 
as one of the best in the on 
demand economy.

What is the value Uber 
is creating that ke eps 
bringing these two set of 
customers together one 
city after another?

For the customers, Uber 
provides an alternative to 
the dysfunctional trans-
portation system in many 
cities.

A quick comparison of 
the earlier way of hailing 
taxis and ‘Ubering’ rides 
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ExcEllEnt 
lifEB

efore a house is 
built, an Archi-
te ct must first 
conceptualise the 

type of house to be built 
in his mind. Thereafter, 
the Architect will develop 
whatever idea or thought 
he had in his imagination 
into a drawing or design 
together with the struc-
tural analysis of the house 
to be built. This is what 
Architects refer to as the 
master plan of a house. 
Once this is done, the mas-
ter plan becomes the ref-
erence point for building 
the house from start to 
finish. Every activity on 

building construction is 
geared towards bringing 
the concept the Architect 
designed on paper into a 
physical reality.

This scenario is akin to 
our lives. Before you were 
born, God thought of the 
kind of person He wants 
you to be; the kind of life 
He wants you to live, and 
thereafter conceptual-
ised you in His creative 
imagination to fit into His 
purpose on earth. God is 
the Architect-planner 
or designer of your life. 
You are a product of His 
creative intelligence. He 
has the master plan for 
your life. Your model or 
prototype existed in His 
imagination before you 
were conceived in your 
mother’s womb and He 
wants you to partner 
with Him to replicate 
what He thought of you 
before you were born.
Just as a client hands 
over the master plan of 
his house to a building 
construction Engineer to 
build, so God reveals to us 
His master plan for our 
lives to build. Likewise, 
God supervises and cor-
rects us where and when 
necessary to ensure that 
we are building our lives 
according to His mas-
ter plan for us; like an 
Architect would do to 
a building construction 
engineer. Building a great 
life therefore, is partner-
ing with God to construct 
your life to fit into His 
master plan.

It is God’s desire to com-
municate what His plans 
and purposes are to you 
if you care to know. He 
reveals His master plan 
to those who desire to 
seek His face for it. It is 

part of your redemption 
package to know what 
His thoughts were con-
cerning you before you 
were conceived in your 
mother’s womb. You can-
not afford to build your life 
on a wrong plan or live on 
trial and error. You will 
wobble and fumble until 
you bow out ingloriously 
from this earth. If you 
are ignorant of the divine 
master plan for your life, 
you run the risk of being 
frustrated or unfulfilled, 
like most people in our 
present world.

You are born for maxi-
mum living, not for mini-
mum; born for fame, not 
for shame; born for fulfil-
ment, not for failure; born 
to be celebrated, not to be 
tolerated; you are destined 
to be great. The pathway to 
discovering God’s master 
plan for your life is by 
accepting Jesus as your 
Lord and saviour. He has 
the details of the great life 
God planned for you even 
before you were conceived 
in your mother’s womb.
The next step to discover-
ing the mystery behind 
your existence on earth 
after giving your life to 
Christ is to earnestly seek 
the face of God, for this is 
what will bring honour to 
your life. “It is the glory 
of God to conceal a mat-
ter, but the glory of kings 
is to search out a matter” 
(Proverbs 25:2). If you have 
not really searched out 
the matter concerning 
your life, the onus is on 
you to give your life to 
Christ and seek the face 
the face of God. The truth 
you know about yourself 
is the throne upon which 
you will sit and reign in 
life.

Building a great life
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gives insights into the 
value proposition for the 
customers. Rather than 
attacking any specific step 
in the transaction flow, 
Uber attempted to take 
a more holistic view by 
providing an alternative 
transaction flow.

Search (exclusive ride 
at an affordable price)

B o o k  (O n  D e m a n d 
availability at the door-
step)

Pay (cashless drive)
review (in-built feed-

back loops).
This article will con-

tinue next week as we 
discuss further the subject 
in question. Send me an 
SMS/WhatsApp message 
or Call for more details 
and training opportuni-
ties.
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LG Electronics describes its 
products as exciting gifts to behold

G
ifts are expected 
to evoke feelings 
in the recipients 
and any present 
that gives those 

feelings over and over is a con-
stant reminder of memorable 
moments. The multinational 
company therefore said that 
this is where LG’s unique port-
folio of convenience enhanc-
ing electronics leaves the com-
pany well poised for success 
as holiday shoppers seek out 
the perfect gifts for their loved 
ones. As the shopping season 
begins in earnest the impor-
tance of online retail outlets 
continue to grow. Products 
are deliberately designed for 
this season to cater for the 
needs of consumers who are 
ever willing to take advantage 
of the various discounting 
offers that surrounds deals 
during the holiday season.

“During this season TVs 
play a unifying role by creat-
ing the atmosphere for people 
to share meaningful experi-
ence and the technology’s 
ability to reach people all over 
the world is on the increase. 
It is expected that consum-
ers would go for large UHD 
TVs to upgrade the visual 
capabilities of their respective 
homes, it is important to note 
that immersive high quality 
audio systems play a key role 
in achieving the perfect view-
ing experience. There is no 
doubt TVs are always in high 

some consumers claim to have 
nothing to do with technol-
ogy, they will still strongly 
be influenced one way or 
the other by the trends that 
emerge from it. With innova-
tive products that can make 
the home healthier and re-
freshing all year round. There 
is no doubt this products help 
to improve the quality of life 
making home comfortable 
especially during seasonal 
changes making consumers 
to always want to settle for 
LG Products.

He said the  unique feature 
of LG Gas cooker makes the 
food embellishment remain 
the same during and af-
ter cooking. It comes with 
a Dual Heater that allows 
the grill and oven to work 
simultaneously and offers 
user more flexibility when 
cooking. And of course with 
a cooling fan that circulates 
air and blow out hot air to 
lower the temperature of the 
door surface.

He advised that another 
product consumers should 
look out for during this sea-
son of shopping is the LG 
GEN COOL Air Conditioner, 
which is quite affordable, ef-
ficient and durable, consider-
ing its unique features which 
stands it out compared to 
conventional ACs. The AC 
can be powered with smaller 
generator due to the inverter 
technology attached to it.

A shopper  Chinwe Ikoli 
who expresses her views and 
expectation for the upcom-

ing seasonal sales offer said 
in the statement: “Every year 
my family and I always look 
forward to having a wonder-
ful shopping experience in 
LG showroom their products 
are usually very enticing and 
for me it is a time to check out 
for what is new and possibly 
go for it”

This season from all indi-
cations promises much more 
quality innovative products 
ranging from TVs; Refrig-
erators; Light wave ovens and 
many more. The ever increas-
ing presence of online market-
ing platforms has altered the 
traditional structures, such 
platforms as Jumia; Konga; 
Dealdey, etc.” LG is set to dazzle 
consumers with offerings that 
will remain in their memories 
for a long time”, Rajesh Agni-
hotri promised.

This year Jumia Nigeria’s 
Black Friday will take place 
for 12 consecutive days on all 
Jumia website. Shoppers are 
expected to see increased sales 
inventory in all categories 
including fashion, electron-
ics, phones, computers, home 
appliances, up to 70 per cent 
discount on regular prices. 
Yakata is Konga’s version of 
black Friday which will fea-
ture deals across all categories 
ranging from phones, elec-
tronics such as audio systems, 
televisions, home theatres and 
of course best deals on home 
and kitchen items like wash-
ing machines, refrigerators, 
microwave ovens, air condi-
tioners and other kitchen.  

demand during the holiday 
season with consumers try-
ing to get the best deals up for 
grabs”.

Head of Corporate Mar-
keting, LG Electronics West 
Africa operations, Rajesh Ag-
nihotri said in a statement:  
“We value our consumers all 
over the world and that is why 
we are offering them unique 
innovative products that will 
change their shopping experi-
ences for a long time to come 
during this season of festivity”

He said LG has a line-up 
of home appliances designed 
to bring out the very best at 
home irrespective of low in-
come budget. “The Lightwave 
convection oven and gas cook-
ers allow users to prepare deli-

cious, healthy meals within a 
twinkle of an eye. Consumers 
on the lookout for advanced 
culinary products will be 
able to find the ones that will 
enhance their cooking expe-
riences. This is responsible 
for the ever increasing rate 
consumers are moving away 
from traditional appliances 
looking for smart stainless 
steel devices with capabilities 
and ergonomic designs with 
mass appeal”.

Rajesh Agnihotri further 
said that LG Electronics has 
focused more attention in 
designing products that will 
help consumers solve their 
basic needs as well as boost 
their productivity thereby 
leading to longevity. Even if 

Daniel Obi

Spectranet 4G lTe celebrates convergence 
of lifestyle with new campaign

T
he foremost 4G LTE 
brand in the country 
has consistently cham-
pioned the convergence 

of lifestyle with technology. To 
buttress the strong brand posi-
tioning as a family and business 
brand, Spectranet has launched 
Phase 2 of its marketing cam-
paign.The campaign celebrates 
technology as an enabler of a 
quality family lifestyle in the 
21st century.

The new TVC, according to 
Mike Ogor, head of marketing, 
in a statement is an extension 
of the first campaign which was 
used to launch the new propo-
sition in the market place. Fol-
lowing this, “we observed that 
consumers accepted our new 
value proposition, connected 
with it and were enjoying it. 
Thus, it was only rational for 
us to improve on the conversa-
tion in such a way that it lets us 
see what more we can do with 
Spectranet 4G LTE in this clime”.

cently, Spectranet enabled the 
first Netflix server in West Af-
rica.

Speaking during the launch 
of the Netflix server in West Af-
rica recently, David Venn, CEO 
Spectranet, reiterated that Spec-
tranet 4G LTE has an evolving 
brand that is designed to consis-
tently innovate its service offer-
ing with the single objective of 
delighting the customer.

According to him, the Netflix 
server in Spectranet is for the 
consumers’ happiness, based on 
our understanding that there 
will be faster download of mov-
ies, whilst at the same time, en-
joying more movies, thereby 
making the Spectranet consum-
er trendier.

David Venn, Chief Execu-
tive Officer, Spectranet said in 
the statmenet “Family is the 
most important institution to 
us as and we appreciate the im-
portance of that relationship as 
well as a series of connecting ac-
tivities that helps us share love, 
affection as well as empathy in 
the household. Today, all these 
can be expressed without the 
consideration of distance”.

He added that “in the next 
phase of the campaign, distance, 
as a word alongside the word 
impossibility, is what we are 
taking away from the dictionar-
ies of our subscribers and those 
that associate with the Spec-
tranet brand.

“The world is now within 

your fingertips and we are 
proud to say that our leadership 
position, as the foremost 4GLTE 
company, puts us in a position 
to lead the conversation on 
where our subscribers and the 
market should go, especially 

now that we have improved 
and expanded on our network 
quality in a manner where even 
video streaming is the standard 
conversation” he said.

The new campaign is a na-
tional campaign that will be ex-
posed on all possible channels of 
engagement from social media, 
through traditional media.

It will be recalled that Spec-
tranet 4GLTE brand has been 
adjudged the most innovative 
and respected 4G LTE brand in 
the country by four different 
institutions since January 2016.

As a national brand, Spec-
tranet aims to continue to set 
the pace in the industry and to 
show its leadership as well as 
consumer centric nature. Re-



W
h e n  I  w a s 
a  b o y,  my 
understand-
ing of nem-
esis was as 

simple as little morality slo-
gans like “Do unto others as 
you would want them to do 
unto you” and “Whatsoever a 
man sows, that will he reap”. I 
knew there were always con-
sequences for one’s actions but 
I guess I wasn’t prepared for 
mine, and that was probably 
why I was taken aback when 
karma came knocking.

My name is Bonaventure 
Sullivan. I’m the fourth in a 
family of five children, having 
lost three of my siblings while 
growing up. I don’t know the 
exact time I was born because 
my parents didn’t say, but they 
did tell me that I was born 
sometime in 1971, and by my 
calculations I’m either 45 years 
or will be before the end of this 
year.

My parents were both farm-
ers and that meant two things 
to me, one of which I find quite 
unsettling. The first, which is a 
good one, was the fact that we 
never went a day without food. 
The other is the act of farming 
itself and I detested this with 
all of me. The thought of going 
to the farm always gave me 
the chills. I wasn’t just cut out 
for the farm life. I wanted to 
be anything but a farmer. I had 
the brains and I knew I’d excel 
in whatever I laid my hands on. 

I attended the public school 
and was a delight to my teach-
ers. I was not only wiser than 
my peers but like every other 
human being, I had my defects. 
I noticed I had itchy fingers: I 
always felt like pilfering any-
thing, especially money. I tried 
so hard to conquer these de-
mons but they overpowered me 
at the age of nine. 

It all started during the har-
vest season in 1980. My siblings 
had just come back from the 
market where they had gone 
to sell our farm produce. My 
mother was in the kitchen fix-
ing dinner while my father was 
relaxing in the bedroom. I was 
about entering the room when I 
sighted my eldest brother, Aloy-
sius, presenting the money they 
made to my father. I moved 
back so no one knew I was 
watching. My father counted 
the money after which he put 
it inside the pocket of one of his 
trousers. 

Before the cock crew the fol-
lowing day, I woke up and went 
for my father’s trousers. I took 
the money, hurried to the back 
of the house where the pit toilet 
was located, dug a hole and bur-
ied it, after which I defecated 

on that spot to divert attention 
and also help me identify the 
exact area.

When my father noticed 
that the money was missing, 
he descended on Aloysius and 
accused him of stealing the 
money since he believed Aloy-
sius was the only one that saw 
him drop the money inside his 
pocket. 

As soon as my parents left 
for the farm, I rushed to where 
I had buried the money, pushed 
the excreta aside and dug out 
the money. I took the amount I 
needed and buried the rest after 
which I secured it again with 
the excreta. I did this every time 
I needed to buy something and 
it was always when no one was 
close by. Before I would exhaust 
the money in my savings, I’d 
always think of how to replace 
it and it always meant stealing 
more and putting someone else 
in trouble. This continued for 
some months until I was even-
tually caught.

A neighbour noticed that 
I was always sneaking to the 
backyard and decided to find 
out what was taking me there. 
He saw me dig out money from 
the ground and told my parents 
about it. Soon everyone started 
avoiding me like a plague. I had 
stolen from most of them and 
they had ended up punishing 
someone else for my crimes.

I joined a group of bad boys 
in the village, or rather the boys 
heard about my exploits and in-
vited me to join them. I did and 
we did have some good times 
together robbing in neighbour-

ing villages. We never killed or 
maimed anyone. These young 
men were professionals in their 
own right and for the period of 
time we robbed in the village, 
we were never caught. At this 
point, my house was no longer 
conducive for me because my 
father was making the place 
hellish for me with his inces-
sant threats to disown me if I 
didn’t quit that ugly life. 

Hyacinth was the one who 
brought most of the deals. After 
one of our operations, he told us 
he was leaving the village for 
Lagos. According to him, that 
was where the big boys resided 
and until we found our way to 
that place, we would have to 
make do with the peanuts we 
had been getting. 

I was seventeen years old 
when I left the village for La-
gos. As far as my father was 
concerned, I was dead to him 
but like so many mothers, mine 
still cared a lot about me. She 
always asked where that her 
intelligent kid was hiding and I 
honestly did not have answers 
to that question. I had plans to 
become a graduate someday 
and make her proud but I 
needed her to understand then 
that all that cost money. 

Life in Lagos was a huge fun. 
Far better than the picture Hy-
acinth had painted, we made 
so much money than we had 
ever imagined. We lived large 
and travelled wide. It took me 
less than four months to get a 
decent apartment in a choice 
location. We had all kinds of 
women at our beck and call, 

leaving our DNA almost in all 
the hotels in the city.

I enjoyed myself to the full-
est but I never forgot about 
my family. So, I made plans to 
visit them in a month or two, 
which I did, but my father 
forbade me from coming any-
where close to the house. He 
also warned my mother and 
siblings against seeing me but 
my mother ignored his warn-
ing. She, however, refused 
collecting any money from me 
but advised me to retrace my 
footsteps before it would be too 
late to do so.

I travelled back to the city 
with a different mindset. I de-
cided to invest my share of the 
loot in my education and I got 
a private tutor to brush me up. 
I also bought a house and put 
it up for rent because I had to 
make solid plans for the future.

Two years later, I got admis-
sion to study Accounting in 
one of the universities in the 
country. I was combining my 
business with my studies but at 
some point, I knew it was time 
for me to resign, so I informed 
my colleagues of my retire-
ment. They knew a day like 
this would come when I started 
deciding to go back to school, so 
they wished me well. They had 
become my family over the 
years and nothing would ever 
make me forget them.

I completed my university 
education in record time and 
travelled back to the village 
to break the good news to 
them. My mother was pleased 
to know that I heeded her 

And nemesis came calling...
warnings and ditched that 
dirty trade for a noble one. 
My father, on the other hand, 
still never cared but this time, 
he never prevented me from 
entering the house.

During my NYSC, I met 
Rhoda, an industrious and 
decent woman. She was the 
kind of woman I needed in my 
life, so we got married shortly 
after our service year because 
I already had multiple sources 
of income. My result was quite 
impressive, so I got a job almost 
immediately. 

Five years into the mar-
riage, we were blessed with 
three adorable children – a boy 
and two girls. I had a good job 
and so many investments; my 
wife also had a lucrative job 
and the kids were making us 
proud. Lines had indeed fallen 
in pleasant places for me. 

I got news from one of my 
former gang members that 
Hyacinth had died during a 
shootout. They had gone to 
rob a bank but along the line, 
things turned sour and my 
friend got a bullet in his chest. I 
mourned him silently because 
I didn’t want my wife to start 
asking questions. I thanked my 
stars that I did quit when I did, 
but little did I know that I was 
the next in line.

It all happened in the middle 
of the night. I was fast asleep 
when I felt a hand tap me on 
my shoulders. It wasn’t my 
wife’s because they were hard. 
I woke up immediately to see 
two young men who were 
not more than 30 years of age 
inside my bedroom. How did 
they get in? Or was I dreaming? 
My days as an armed robber 
had taught me a lot. My maid 
and driver never stayed close 
and my house was properly 
secured, so who let them in? 

As I was thinking of how to 
tackle these two baby robbers, 
because that was what they 
looked like, another older man 
led my wife and daughters in. 
I promised them heaven on 
earth, I signed a blank cheque 
and they made me sign more 
after which they took turns to 
defile my wife. When I tried 
to rescue her, I got two bullets 
in both legs. As if that was not 
enough, they still went for my 
daughters and they made me 
watch it all.

I lost huge sums of money 
as well as my job because I’m 
now confined to a wheelchair 
and my family is no longer 
the same. It’s been six months 
now and it seems as if it just 
happened last night. No matter 
how I try to forget, my dam-
aged legs and my defiled wife 
and daughters will remain a 
constant reminder of what 
nemesis means.

CHINWE AGBEZE
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T
here is mount-
ing frustration 
among Nigeri-
ans across every 
sector as a result 

of the economic reces-
sion, but worst of it all is 
the scarcity of foreign ex-
change (FOREX) in circu-
lation to meet urgent and 
genuine needs. The banks 
do not have enough to go 
round. In most cases, they 
do not have at all. The gov-
ernment is introducing one 
policy after the other that 
only makes the scarcity 
worst.

Gloria Tamuno has been 
traversing from one bank 
to the other trying to send 
funds to her fiancé who is 
out of the country for an 
immediate need, but to no 
avail. This is one month 
later and the story is still 
the same.

Gloria had some family 
members and friends too 
who work with finan-
cial institutions and she 
reached out to them. It 
was surprising the racket 
being run in the banks 
as managers and senior 
level officers make sure 
they get their cut from 
any FOREX transaction. A 
visit to two different well 
known banks did not yield 
any result, instead it only 
showed Gloria how dismal 
the situation is. Now she 
has no choice but to start 
following the black market 
rates to see when it might 

The thriving business 
called ‘Black Market’
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favour her, but even the 
arrangement is as unstable 
as water, the rates change 
per minute per second. 
But it is her only option 
because the ‘black market’ 
always has FOREX, unlike 
the banks.

A ‘black market’ is a 
forum whereby goods or 
services are exchanged 
illegally. What makes the 
market ‘black’ can either 
be the illegal nature of the 
goods and services them-
selves, the illegal nature 
of the transaction or both? 
For example, while the 
buying and selling of food 
is not illegal, the transac-
tion enters the black mar-
ket when the good sold 
is illegal, such as frozen 
poultry.

Ngozi and Amaka Eze-
chi are sisters in their early 
50s. They leave at Okota 
area of Lagos but have 
three grocery stores in 
Aguda area of Surulere 
where they sell food items 
as well as frozen fish and 
poultry. Most times, their 
poultry consignment is 
delivered late at night be-
cause it is smuggled from 
Cotonou into the country 
through the land borders.

Amaka’s husband owns 
a rickety old model Mer-
cedes Benz which is used 
for transporting the goods 
to the store. While most 
of the goods are stuffed in 
the boot, the seats are also 
removed and cartons of 
frozen poultry stuffed un-
der after which the chairs 
are placed back. Of course, 
this does not mean the of-

ficials along the border and 
their route to town are not 
‘settled’. Because of these, 
their goods are always 
expensive but people have 
no choice than to patronise 
them because locally pro-
duced poultry are more 
expensive and not easily 
available.

Black markets, also 
called shadow markets, 
come about when people 
want to exchange goods 
or services that are prohib-
ited by government. Black 
markets skew economic 
data, as transactions are 
unrecorded. Black markets 
also arise when people do 
not want to pay taxes on 
the transaction for legal 
or illegal goods or services.

Black markets can also 
appear when government-
imposed price ceilings cre-
ate shortages. For example, 
if the government caps the 
price at which fuel stations 
may sell a litre of petrol 
after removal of subsidy, 
the fuel station will quickly 
run out of fuel. Vendors/
hawkers will then appear, 
selling that fuel at higher 
prices, yet, people are actu-
ally willing to pay. This sec-
ondary market is a black 
market.

There have been sev-
eral reports of incidenc-
es that could have been 
averted but because of lack 
and government missteps, 
people have bought adul-
terated fuel, foodstuff and 
other such commodities, 
leading to their untimely 
death.

G o ve r n m e n t  a l s o , 

through over-regulation, 
causes black markets. An 
extreme example can be 
found in Nigeria where the 
rationing and ineffective 
central policies on foreign 
exchange makes it difficult 
to purchase desired quanti-
ties of even basic products 
such as cooking oil.

For instance, govern-
ment recently arrested 
some unregistered Bureau 
De Change operators in 
Lagos and Abuja. They also 
raided registered BDC op-
erators who were accused 
of selling the dollar above 
N400. The DSS operatives 
posed as end-users who 
came to purchase dollars 
from the BDC operators 
who sold above the Central 
Bank of Nigeria’s stipulated 
rates.

A trader told Reuters 
that security agents visit-
ing the BDC operators told 
sellers not to sell dollars for 
more than N395.

According to reports, 
a currency analyst at 
Ecobank Nigeria, Kunle 
Ezun, said: “We cannot 
control the naira value or 
exchange rate by fiat. It is 
beyond that. Until there 
is enough liquidity in the 
foreign exchange market, 
we cannot do that. The DSS 
raiding the BDCs will only 
add to the problem. That 
is not how to stabilise or 
bring down the exchange 
rate.

“Exchange rate control 
cannot come by fiat. When 
the CBN began the flexible 
exchange rate policy in 
June, a lot of things were 

done. We need to look into 
this clearly. The issue at 
the market now is lack of 
liquidity and this cannot 
be addressed in the short-
term. We should allow a 
full-fledged interbank rate; 
transparency and price 
discovery are key elements 
of the market.”

But the sad truth re-
mains that there is a lack 
of FOREX in government 
approved channels. So how 
come the black market 
has this FOREX at any 
time to sell to customers? 
Black markets are rampant 
because citizens want to 
buy, through illegal means, 
things that are difficult 
to come by through legal 
channels. They are also 
common because it is so 
hard to find a job.

High unemployment 
rate can give rise to black 
markets. When workers 
cannot find jobs in the 
above-ground economy, 
they may turn to jobs in the 
underground economy. 
More serious and lesser-
known black markets op-
erating worldwide include 
those in human organs, 
endangered species, babies, 
weapons and slave labour 
(human trafficking).

Akin Olufemi is not one 
of those in need of dollars 
but he sure needs to make 
ends that are very far apart 
meet. He was a driver to a 
bank manager, but when 
the bank manager was 
let off work, Olufemi au-
tomatically became un-
employed. Because of his 
knowledge of cars and 

the fact that he has been 
driving for years, Olufemi 
has managed to garner 
some friends who are now 
his ‘clients’, to whom he 
supplies fuel in times of 
scarcity.

Olufemi said he sources 
his fuel supply from tanker 
drivers direct because that 
is cheaper than getting 
from the filling stations. 
According to him, after 
the tankers must have sup-
plied to the filling stations, 
there is a certain amount 
of litres of fuel usually 
left in the tankers. “This is 
for the driver and he sells 
or disburses it at his own 
discretion,” he said.

True the shadow econ-
omy makes it possible for 
people to earn a living, who 
would otherwise be des-
titute or seeking welfare; 
people who would be per-
fectly employable under 
less government regulation 
or in an economy with a 
higher employment rate.

With this new line of 
business, Olufemi said 
he has been kept off the 
streets and from begging 
his relatives, some who 
are well off. He has been 
able to keep his dignity as 
a man because he is able 
to provide for his wife and 
two children, but accord-
ing to him, you have to be 
street smart, so that you do 
not end up being arrested 
by the authorities.

In Nigeria, there is black 
market for several things 
including rice, frozen poul-
try, fairly used clothing, 
and many more. Severally, 
there is seizure of these 
‘contrabands’ from Cus-
toms and Police and such 
agencies with reports that 
such goods worth millions 
of naira were ‘destroyed’. 
In a country where a lot 
of people live below the 
poverty level, “why are 
such contrabands not 
auctioned in a transpar-
ent way? Why are these 
products (rice, fairly used 
goods) not distributed to 
the prisons, orphanages 
and to the less-privileged?” 
asked Amaka.

Indeed, the black mar-
kets will continue to exist 
as long as we have regula-
tions and taxes. Laws that 
prevent people from buy-
ing and selling the goods 
and services they desire 
and taxes that prevent 
people from keeping what 
they feel is their fair share 
of earned income will al-
ways cause people to hide 
their activities from law 
enforcement agencies, tax 
authorities and other regu-
lators.

Until these issues are 
decisively dealt with, and 
favourable policies enacted 
and executed, the black 
market will continue to 
thrive in Nigeria.



W
hat inspired Art X Lagos?

A number of things brought 
about the idea of Art X Lagos. 
First, my admiration and pas-
sion for the talents that exist 

in Nigeria and Africa in terms of visual arts.
Second, the recognition that Nigeria is the sec-

ond largest art market in Africa and is lacking the 
platform that will bring artists together within 
Nigeria and across Africa to showcase the best of 
what they can do to an international audience.

Thirdly, I would say is my desire to see the 
gap between visual art, contemporary art and 
popular culture being closed a little bit; trying 
to see how we can engage and inspire younger 
artists for the future.

So, those were some of the reasons Art X La-
gos was created and why I felt that it was very 
important for Lagos, Nigeria and West Africa to 
have an art fair of this nature that can allow our 
artists and talents to grow. 

What is the position of Contemporary Art 
in Nigeria?

The position of Contemporary Art in Nigeria 
is a tricky question. Is it doing well, yes it is. We 
have auction houses such as Art House, we have 
Terrakulture also doing auction, we have so 
many galleries now and we can still use more 
galleries, we also have many professional artists 
who are making good living out of what they 
do. So, I will say Contemporary Art in Nigeria is 
growing to the point of practically thriving. Our 
artists are getting international acclaims, they 
are being invited to exhibit at museums across 
the world. I think we still have a very long way 
to go, but the art market is a very interesting one 
and we want to be part of a network that propels 
forward contemporary art in Nigeria.

Did government participate in Art X Lagos?
I did not approach federal government offi-

cially. I will say that I approached the Lagos State 
Government and first invited them to give us the 
permission to use Lagos within our trademark 
name, and they turned me down for reasons they 
gave which I understood, and which is why our 
name is Art X and Lagos is our location.

It was at a time of uncertainty around March-
April that I was going Alausa and they eventually 
said this wasn’t something they were able to do 
at this time. Then, I realized that this has to be 
private sector driven.

You can see the tremendous amount of sup-
port. I have to commend Access Bank, who from 
my first meeting with Herbert Wige, the CEO, he 
signed up and made commitment straight there. I 
cam back on a second meeting we discussed more 
and he said he was going to support us. Though 
he could not attend out opening on Saturday 
night, he sent one of his Executive Directors 
and assured that Access Bank will do this with 
us year on year.

As we all know, the government has so many 
things they face, and so being able to count on 
the private sector, companies like Access Bank, 
7up among other sponsors has been incredibly 
encouraging. Of course the media, you guys are 
here and have done tremendous publicity for us.

Arts
‘We want to be part of a network that 
propels contemporary art in Nigeria

Yes, we have been supported purely by the 
private sector. We are private sector initiative, 
but it is not to say we don’t want to engage with 
government. We definitely do, but we recognized 
that we needed to go ahead and needed to make 
this year’s edition happen by ourselves. 

What are the feats achieved so far?

For me the goal in doing this is to inspire dif-
ferent audiences. If I start first wth professional 
artists of today, so many of them who complain 
that they are not really being collected or that 
they don’t exhibit in galleries; it is to inspire them 
to continue in doing what they do. For younger 
artists, it is to inspire them to know what the 
future could be like, if they only persevere and 
thrive in excellence in what they do. For audi-
ences as well, for art collectors, we inspire them 
that there are so many art out there that they can 
collect, and for the audiences that do not collect 
art, it is for them to just appreciate the talents 
and to understand that Nigeria, West Africa and 
Africa have tremendous set of people who are 
divinely gifted and we have so much to be proud 
of. So, that is really why we are doing this; it is 
inspire our different stakeholders and audiences. 
It is how people are uplifted, last night in our 
preview, people were excited-from the artists, 
the galleries to the audience, the energy in the 
room was so encouraging and that was exactly 
what we wanted to achieve. For people to wit-
ness these talents, to admire them, and feel more 
hopeful for the feature of Nigeria and Africa just 
by seeing what their country and continent-men 
were able to do.

How did you get artists across Africa to col-
laborate in Art X Lagos?

We have 14 exhibitors, eight of them are galler-

ies/curator groups, another three are ...art spaces 
which are not for profit in nature and another 
three are independent artists. So, most of the 
groups you see here were taken by galleries at Art 
X Lagos who decided to undertake their works. 
With the art spaces; one came from Ghana, we 
had another from Mali; Gallery Madina, it is very 
important to us to have west Africa represented, 
we call this Art X Lagos, West African first in-
ternational art fair and it is for a reason because 
we are reaching out to the region. We even had 
South Africans come, two of the biggest galleries 
in West Africa heard about the fair and they are 
here as well. 

It is very important to us to be inclusive, we 
are proudly Nigerian, this project is for the city 
of Lagos and we want to use it to position Lagos 
as a destination for art in Africa and to do that, it 
is very important to embrace our neighbours and 
to show that Lagos is truly that cosmopolitan city 
and truly that capital in Africa. So, yes, getting 
them here was difficult, and challenging but they 
were willing. Bisi Silvia, our artistic director who 
has had a vast career experience spanning over 
25 years in the art world, is very instrumental in 
persuading them to believe in us, even though 
this is our first edition.

What makes the fair different from others?
We are doing a number of things differently. 

First, we have three artists who have taken their 
own independent spaces; Victor Ehikamenor, 
Ade Adekola and Obiageli Okigbo. That is very 
different from your average art fair because the 
average art fair is usually galleries and not artists 
taking spaces.

The second thing we have done differently is 
the live art. Within the main fair you will see 
one good studio in which different artists: two 
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Tokini Peterside, founder and director of Art X Lagos, is excited at the success of the first 
edition of the first art fair in West Africa. In this interview with Obinna Emelike at the 
fair, she unveils the feats, support  and sustainability of the fair. Excerpt 

to three at a time are performing and painting. 
Usually in such art fairs, you have one live artist 
and but we have six. So, for us, the live, perform-
ing and interactive elements are very important.

We also have an interactive project. There is 
a Colouring Wall on the first floor where we got 
Clara Okeke to draw the story of Lagos and the 
audience are coloring it and are so excited from 
kids to 60 years old were with markers and 
painting as well. 

We wanted to creat a dynamic art fair because 
Lagos is such a dynamic place with so much 
energy. The young and older population have so 
much life in them. I know that Lagosians will not 
like to come and not get involved, their involve-
ment is also why we are different.

The fourth way we are different is with our 
special project called Intersections which we 
launched on Sunday because it is very important 
for me to show that contemporary art is exciting 
and we are doing that by fussing it with music. 
We had one producer, Icon along with four 
incredible musicians: Falana, Timi, and Hector 
who created works with music live on stage and 
at the same time, four visual artists: Yadichinma, 
Vicky, Tunde Alara drew, painted and grafted 
behind them to showcase live music in the vi-
sual art form. We call it a live audio and visual 
installation. It is a performance installation, and 
you don’t see that at art fairs. So, we are a dif-
ferent kind of art fair,we are breaking the mold 
because Lagos is a different kind of city, there is 
nowhere else that is like Lagos in the world. So, it 
is important to us that Lagos art fair really depicts 
the character and color of of the city.

How are you going to sustain the fair?
Yes, it is an annual event and this is the first 

edition and launch, and we want to do it every 
year just like the best and biggest art fairs across 
the globe. We want this to happen every year 
and to grow richer and deeper. How do we plan 
to sustain this, it is with these guys; Access Bank, 
7up, BeatFM, Ebonylife among other sponsors. 
It is also through the galleries. Having such an 
exciting opening has encouraged so many of 
them to believe in what we are doing, also  the 
galleries singing on their artists and bringing 
them onboard is another way of sustaining the 
fair. Again, this is why it is a private sector-led 
initiative because we want to ensure that it 
continues to happen.

What are the expectations in subsequent 
fairs?

Expect to be surprised, expect to be delighted. 
Our name is Art X because we are different, it 
is about the X factor, it is about the unexpected 
factor, it is about exhibiting and showing what 
we are made of, that we are proud of who we are 
as Nigerians, West Africans and Africans. I will 
say expect to discover new talents that the world 
will hear about. For us, we want to position the 
talent of the people of our continent and expect 
to be surprised every year. We will do this year 
on year and we will do a few special things as 
well to commend the people who creat such 
increadible works. 



UCHENNA ISIANI

FedShag alumni choir inspires with musical concert

O
n Sunday November 13, 
2016, the alumni choir of the 
Federal Government Girls 
College, Shagamu, Ogun 
State (FedShag), thrilled 

high-profile guests at the maiden edi-
tion of its music concert.

 The fantastic concert held at King-
sWord Charis Centre, Lagos is aimed 
to glorifying God, inspire and bequeath 
legacy of music to future generation of 
youths who are gifted in music.

 As part of the numerous projects 
of FedShag alumni, the concert is also 
orchestrated to bring back the good old 
days memories of the college old girls, 
musically. It also aroused feelings of 
nostalgia among the ex-students of the 
school, who had long seen one another 
years after they graduated. 

The excited ‘old girls’ used the concert 
platform to network, exchange views, 
reestablish lost contacts while some of 
them had busy times discussing issues 
of mutual interests.

 In attendance were some of the for-
mer principals of the College, serving 
teachers and music directors, who were 
excited watching the live performances 
of their former students who are now 
successful across many walks of life. 

A documentary of some important 
events that displayed actions of some of 
the past students (while teenager) was 
shown for the audience; some of which 
provoked laughter.

 Interestingly, the old girls staged 
a drama, a mimesis of how the senior 
students used to control actions and 
behaviours of the junior ones.

 However, the choir, the main focus of 
the concert, lived up to its expectations. 
When the mass choir mounted the stage 
to perform, the cheerful audiences were 
appreciative of the reunion and power of 
togetherness.

The choir rendered both English and 
local Christians songs including; ‘’It Is 
Good To Give Thanks to The Lord’’,  ‘’How 
Excellent’’, ‘’An Eternal Treasure’’,  ‘’Anam 
Ekele Chineke Mo’’, ‘’All We Like Sheep’’, 
‘’Holy Spirit We Welcome You’’. Others 
songs were, ‘’Have you Tried Everything 
(try Jesus), ‘’Count Your Blessings’’, ‘’Ya 
Ubangiji’’, ‘’Mukulumuke Maa Jo’’, and 
‘’Who Is On The Lords Side.’’ 

In what could be described as a 

Grammy award winning concert, the 
mass choir displayed amazing perfor-
mances with their sonorous voice that 
triggered a sudden explosion of applauds 
and deafening shouts by the audience in 
appreciation of their artistry.

 The excellent performance was proof 
that the choir had several months of in-
tensive preparations for the show. And 
judging by the quality of the concert, 
one can only anticipate what it would 
be like next year when the organizers 
would have had greater plans and sup-
port to make FedShag a globally attrac-
tive project. 

Speaking at the event, Pastor Debo 
Ashaye-Ijiwolahe, the visioner of the 
project, and an alumnus of the College, 
expressed gratitude to God for making 
her dream of the FedShag project come 
true. 

Pastor Ashaye-Ijiwola, who was a 
1993 Session of the college, explained 
the rationale for the project, “The mis-
sion of the FedShag Choir Project is to 
bring people together using music and 
songs as a platform to glorify God, inspire 

people and leave legacy of music that 
will inspire the next generation of young 
people. When I was in school, I was a 
member of the school choir. And I was 
student choir director. Then songs we 
used to sing formed part of my founda-
tion; even as I grew up the songs always 
came back to me.”

 Ashaye-Ijiwola, who pastors with 
Citylight Church, Chicago, USA, recalled 
she was in her kitchen one fateful day 
when she had a nostalgic feeling of the 
songs they used to sing in her school 
days, reverberated in her mind, poised 
her to conceive the idea of FedShag 
Project.

 “One day, I was in the kitchen cooking 
and began to sing one of the old songs 
again. It encouraged and lifted me. So, it 
occurred to me that we should come to-
gether and do a sort of homecoming and 
sing the old songs, create a platform and 
let see what God will do with it. That was 
how the seed was planted in my heart.”

 Clara Ogunsemi, National Coordina-
tor of the Project, FedShag Alumni Choir 
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is aimed at glorifying God with music and 
songs, inspire people and leave legacy for 
people with musical talents.

 Ogunsemi, added that the project is 
a platform for reunion of classmates of 
the college to meet together once again, 
years after they had graduated.

 Notably, the FedShag Choir has in-
ternational presence with its team in 
the United States, the United Kingdom 
and Canada, where some of the old girls 
of the Federal Government College, 
Shagamu, reside respectively.

 In the spirit of humanity, organizers 
of FedShag Choir concert plans to use 
part proceeds acrued from the project to 
embark on music scholarship to develop 
people with potentials in music.

 One of the alumnus, (1999 Session) 
who gave her name as Gbemini Adewale, 
said, the event reminded her of memo-
ries of her good old days in the college. 
Like Oliver Twist, she asked for more of 
the concert to be done annually.

 

H
ouse on the Rock Church has 
announced the 11th edition 
of its annual gospel concert 
“The Experience” scheduled 
to hold on December 2, 2016 

at the Tafawa Balewa Square Lagos, 
Nigeria.

 The Experience Lagos, as it is popularly 
known, has been home to thousands of 

House On The Rock set for The Experience 2016

worshippers every December as it heralds 
the festive vibes of Christmas. With over 
750,000 worshippers gathered at the Ta-
fawa Balewa Square yearly, there’s little 
wonder, gospel ministers across the world 
see this one- of- a- kind concert as a glow-
ing platform for them to express worship.  
Last year, The Experience celebrated in 
awesome style, the decade landmark and 

this year’s edition shows that, there is no 
stopping the move.

The theme of the Experience 11 is 
Revealing Jesus. Throwing more light 
on the 2016 theme, the Senior Pastor of 
House on the Rock, Pastor Paul Adefara-
sin explained that the purpose of this 
edition is to further reach the world with 
the message of the Gospel of Christ, in a 
fashion so simple, yet effective. He further 
emphasized that it is high time Christians 
stopped sitting in their corners and took 
centre stage to spread the Gospel of Jesus 
by truly Revealing Jesus. 

The Experience Lagos always sets 
itself apart with its soul stirring mix of 
ministers, giving worshippers an incred-
ible reason to look forward to the day. 
This year is no different as the lineup of 
both international and indigenous gospel 
artistes is already fueling anticipation. 

Ministering are: Don Moen, Frank Ed-
wards, Travis Greene, Tope Alabi, Micah 
Stampley, Cece Winans, Donnie Mcclur-
kin! Also ministering are Gabriel Eziaschi, 
Eno Michaels, Chioma Jesus, Nwando,

Tim Godfrey, Midnight Crew, Smokey 
Norful and Samsong.

 The Experience which is a free con-
cert, has grown to become the most antici-
pated gospel music event in Africa among 
Christians and non-Christians alike. It 
is reckoned as the largest gathering of 
people in a gospel music concert. Pastor 
Paul Adefarasin has also reemphasized 
that everybody regardless of race, culture, 
religions or works of life, is invited to ex-
perience God at The Experience.

 We invite you to this year’s edition 
of The Experience and look forward to 
worshipping with you in an unusual yet 
incredible style, Adefarasin said.

 



CHUKS OLUIGBO

Remembering Nigeria’s literary greats

T
his is Our Chance by James 
Ene Henshaw was the first 
ever book of literature by 
a Nigerian that I encoun-
tered as a schoolboy. It 

was one of the recommended texts 
in my Junior Secondary School. I 
don’t know what obtains now, but 
at that time Literature was properly 
separated from English Language – in 
my school at least – and the guy who 
was brought in to take us, a young 
man named Evuleocha, made the 
subject very interesting.

Subsequently, we would read 
such other recommended works as 
Eze Goes to School by Onuora Nze-
kwu and Michael Crowther, One 
Week, One Trouble by Anezi Okoro, 
Without A Silver Spoon by Eddie 
Iroh, The Bottled Leopard by Chuk-
wuemeka Ike, Wedlock of the Gods 
and The Wizard of Law by Nigeria’s 
first female playwright, Zulu Sofola, 
The Incorruptible Judge by D. Olu 
Olagoke, An African Night’s Enter-
tainment and The Rainmaker and 
Other Stories by Cyprian Ekwensi, 
Unoma at College by Teresa Meniru, 
among others.

There is an unforgettable quote I 
took away from Henshaw’s This is 
Our Chance, by a character named 
Bambulu who likes to speak big, big 
grammar: “This is the child of my 
brain, the product of my endeavour, 
and the materialisation of my inven-
tive genius. It is an anti-snake-bite 
vaccine. Western science has not 
succeeded in producing anything so 
potent. But I, Bambulu, have, without 
laboratories, without any help, pro-
duced this medicine from the herbs 
of this village.”

In the realm of poetry, West Af-
rican Verse, an anthology of poems 
selected and annotated by Donatus I. 
Nwoga, brought us into contact with 
some earliest Nigerian poets, such 
as Dennis Chukude Osadebay, but it 
was in A Selection of African Poetry 
edited by K. E. Senanu and T. Vin-
cent that one really discovered great 
minds like Christopher Okigbo, Wole 
Soyinka, JP Clark, Gabriel Okara and 
the host of them.

The interest had developed. And 
when, in JSS 3, I was appointed as-
sistant school librarian, I descended 
on the other titles and with gusto 
began to devour as many as the little 
time I squeezed out of other school 
activities permitted. That was when 
I discovered The Pacesetters Series. 
Crossfire by Kalu Okpi, Evbu My 
Love by Helen Ovbiagele, Bloodbath 
at Lobster Close by Dickson Ighavini, 
Desert Storm by Hope Dube, Direc-
tor by Agbo Areo, Something to Hide 
by Rosina Umelo, The Betrayer by 
Sam A. Adewoye, The Black Temple 
by Mohamed T. Garba, and The Ex-
tortionist by Chuma Nwokolo are a 
few of the titles I still recall. It was 
then that I also read Twilight and the 
Tortoise by Kunle Akinsemoyin, and 
many other titles that I do not readily 
recall their authors.

In the Senior Secondary School, I 
discovered African Writers Series, 
especially the works of Chinua 
Achebe, John Munonye and Elechi 
Amadi. Then I came in contact with 
Wole Soyinka’s The Lion and the 
Jewel and The Jero Plays (The Trials 
of Brother Jero and Jero’s Meta-
morphosis) and other works such as 
Zainab Alkali’s The Stillborn.

But it was in the university – in 
the introductory courses on fiction, 
poetry, and drama and theatre, as 
well as in the follow-up courses like 
African Poetry, African Fiction, Afri-
can Drama, Studies in Poetry, Studies 
in Fiction, Studies in Drama, Modern 
Comedy: Moliere to Soyinka, among 
others – that the floodgates were 
thrown open and I beheld Nigerian 
literary giants in their majesty. There 
were Amos Tutuola’s The Palm-wine 
Drinkard; Wole Soyinka’s Madmen 
and Specialists, Death and the King’s 
Horseman, Kongi’s Harvest, The 
Strong Breed, The Interpreters, etc; 
JP Clark’s Song of A Goat; Efuru and 
Iduu by Flora Nwapa, Nigeria’s first 
female novelist; Second Class Citizen 
and The Joys of Motherhood by 
Buchi Emecheta; Things Fall Apart, 
No Longer at Ease, Arrow of God, A 
Man of the People, Anthills of the 
Savannah, and the collection of po-
ems Beware, Soul Brother by Chinua 

Achebe; The Voice by Gabriel Okara; 
Ola Rotimi’s The Gods Are Not to 
Blame; Zulu Sofola’s Old Wines Are 
Tasty; John Munonye’s The Only 
Son, Obi, The Oil Man of Obange, 
A Wreath for the Maidens, and A 
Dancer of Fortunes, and so many 
others. And the poems of Okigbo, 
Soyinka, Okara, Clark, Odia Ofei-
mun, Niyi Osundare, Ossie Enekwe, 
Pol Ndu, Nnamdi Olebara, Mamman 
Vatsa, etc.

There were also other early au-
thors whose works were not on 
the curriculum at the time. They 
included T. M. Aluko (One Man, One 
Wife, Chief the Honourable Minister, 
Wrong Ones in the Dock, One Man, 
One Machete, etc), Onuora Nzekwu 
(Wand of Noble Wood and Blade 
Among the Boys), INC Aniebo (Ano-
nymity of Sacrifice, The Journey 
Within, Of Wives, Talismans and 
the Dead, and Rearguard Actions), 
Chukwuemeka Ike (Toads for Supper 
and Naked Gods), and, of course, Ken 
Saro Wiwa. The list is by no means 
exhaustive.

The works of these great minds 
were a bottomless fountain from 
which I and those of my generation 
and later generations who cared 
drank freely, and they helped to 
shape our minds for the better. But 
as I write this, one question lingers 
on my mind: what happened to 

these literary greats of yonder days? 
Apart from a few that we know their 
whereabouts, the rest might as well 
have gone into oblivion – unsung, 
uncelebrated, unremembered. Apart 
from the Wole Soyinka Centre, an 
annual poetry prize and an inves-
tigative journalism prize in honour 
of Soyinka, I doubt if there is much 
else. Cyprian Ekwensi has an arts 
and culture centre in Garki, Abuja 
named after him. Achebe, Tutuola, 
Aluko, Munonye, Enekwe, Nwapa, 
Henshaw and others who have 
joined their ancestors, what about 
them? These heroes and heroines of 
literature may have brought more 
fame and good image to this country 
than all the politicians we’ve had 
since independence put together. 
Unfortunately, they do not have 
the powers and the wherewithal to 
name streets and national monu-
ments after themselves.

It was heartening to discover, re-
cently, that there is a foundation set 
up in honour of James Ene Henshaw, 
who died in 2007. Henshaw also 
wrote Enough Is Enough, Children 
of the Goddess, Jewels of the Shrine, 
A Man of Character, among others. 
In its mission statement, which I 
found online, the foundation says it 
is “a charitable organisation set up 
to maintain and promote the liter-
ary legacy of James Ene Henshaw, 
a pioneer and one of the foremost 
playwrights to have emerged from 
the African continent”. Part of what 
it has elected to do in order to keep 
Henshaw’s legacy alive include to 
promote the understanding of Afri-
can culture through literature and 
drama, encourage inter-cultural 
dialogue and literary debate, pro-
mote emerging African writers, and 
initiate, and support projects where 
young people can engage in creative 
activities.

That’s the way to go. If the gov-
ernment cannot honour these gi-
ants, it behoves us, as beneficiaries 
of their creative ingenuity, to begin 
to do something, however little, to 
immortalise them. It’s only then we 
can beat our chest and say, truly, the 
labours of our heroes past shall never 
be in vain.

SUNDAYBD 35C002D5556Sunday 20 November 2016



In Abeokuta, for the love of literature

T
he 2016 edition of the 
Ake Arts & Book Festival 
taking place in Abeoku-
ta, Ogun State, officially 
opened on Thursday, No-

vember 17, 2016. We talked about it 
for months unending and the names 
of some of the best African writers 
rolled off our tongues. Ngugi wa 
Thiong’o, Teju Cole, Sarah Ladipo 
Mayinka, and the list goes on. As 
much as we love arts and literature, 
it is a test of faith to travel down 
Nigerian roads.

Visitors drove for hours from all 
parts of Nigeria: Abuja, Enugu, Ka-
duna, Minna, Port-Harcourt. There 
were stories of delayed flights from 
airlines who will not be named but 
are notorious for such. Electronic 
devices were stolen in transit at air-
ports, and some had to take a break 
to brave the journey the following 

NMADIUTO UCHE

day because of unrelenting traffic 
along the Lagos/Ibadan Expressway.

I met up with a group of young 
professionals and we set out for the 
hilly city of Abeokuta on Tuesday 
morning, November 15th. One of 
them had taken her official yearly 
leave to make it to the festival. 
Another had to wrestle with his 
immediate supervisor whose leave 

request clashed with his, and the 
stories of sacrifice continued. Still, 
the goal was the same, Attend Ake 
Festival. 

Sacrifices such as these come 
from a place of love and respect and 
it is heartwarming to observe these 
emotions channeled to African 
literature. The camaraderie among 
renowned writers, literature intel-

lectuals, and book lovers could be 
felt in the air. Friendships formed 
during the earlier three editions of 
Ake Festival were reignited.

For the first time in Ake Festi-
val History, a musical concert was 
organized the night before the of-
ficial opening ceremony. Director of 
the Ake Arts & Book Festival, Lola 
Shoneyin said the goal is “to create 
a fusion of music with books”. There 
is indeed a connection as lyrics 
form literature. Once more, the Ake 
festival communal spirit came alive 

as musical artists Falana, Adunni 
and the Neferetti Band reminded 
the audience of the beauty that ac-
companies music good for the mind 
and soul. 

The mood was now set for the 
scheduled book chats and panel 
discussions visitors from all over 
had braved the arduous journey for. 
Keep reading the Art and Travel sec-
tion to discover more of happenings 
at the 4th Ake Arts and Book Festi-
val taking place from November 15 
to 19, 2016 in Abeokuta, Ogun State.
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Deploying drama to discussion of 
recession and other critical issues
Title:    Through the storm 
Author:   Abraham nwankwo
Publishers:  Evans publishers
Genre:   Drama
Pagination:  94 
Reviewer:  simon ibe

I
t is not always that 
we find a work of 
literary art being 
used to dispassion-
ately dissect con-

temporary economic 
and social issues the way 
Dr. Abraham Nwank-
wo has done, using his 
book, THROUGH THE 
STORM.

An accomplished 
Economist, Nwankwo 
found a way to use this 
well crafted drama, that 
was first published in 
2011 (well before the 
phenomenon called 
recession became pro-
nounced in Nigeria in 
its present excruciating 
form) to discuss  the cur-
rent crisis in the coun-
try’s economy as well 
as other nagging social 
issues.

The compact and grip-
ping story that is told in 
Seven Acts, in 94 pages of 
excellent dialogue, opens 
with an apt explanation 
of recession, which is 
causing consternation 
across the country: “… So 
if the economy is in re-
cession, it could lead to 
distress in the banking 
sector, because compa-
nies that have borrowed 
are more likely to default. 
Inflow of new deposits 
will slow down and the 
banks will find it more 
difficult to meet up with 
cash withdrawals …” 
and ends with the sorry 
story of what can hap-
pen in a country where 
there is no functional 
health insurance scheme 
- a woman in the hospi-
tal that cannot go home 
after delivering her baby 
because her husband is 
in Police detention, wait-
ing for money to be paid 
to secure his bail so that 
he can come out of deten-
tion to look for money to 
pay so that the hospital 
can discharge his wife.

The main character in 
the play is Jacob Ako, a 
poorly paid lecturer who 
needs a better paying job 
to be able to take care 
of his family. He con-

as Sama did and there 
would be high hurdles 
erected by a system that 
has become used to the 
ease of importation and 
consumption of all man-
ner of (luxury) goods, 
including those that can 
be sourced locally. Ja-
cob, however, overcame 
the challenges he came 
across through courage 
and perseverance.

That is one of the 
major messages being 
passed on by this loaded 
book. The managers of 
the economy must not 
be intimidated but must, 
courageously forge 
ahead with the restruc-
turing and diversifica-
tion agenda as well as 
the fight against corrup-
tion.

A critical issue that is 
not expressly canvassed 
in the book is question of 
securing long term loans 
at concessionary rates to 
fund infrastructural de-
velopment which would 
catalyse the diversifica-
tion agenda and lead to 
prosperity. The book 
ought to have highlight-
ed this necessity and 
warned against its politi-
cization.

Through the Storm, 
which is well spiced with 
rich proverbs and other 
riveting techniques of 
play writing, also com-
municates the fact that 
alongside the restruc-
turing of the economy, 
there must be the refor-
mation of the education 
sector, the health care 
system and the justice 
system among others, 
as well as an intensifica-
tion of the fight against 
crime.

 The incredibly engag-
ing book has a lot of les-
sons for both leaders and 
the led in Nigeria, Africa 
and beyond and must 
be made a must read 
for students and policy 
formulators, so that its 
deep insights can ben-
efit a wider spectrum of 
the people for whom it is 
written.  

tacts his old school mate, 
Chief Marinzo Uko, the 
owner of a group of com-
panies that is into for-
eign exchange business 
and importation of spare 
parts. The business is in 
distress and in debts of 
N100million and needs 
Jacob’s management 
know-how to turn it 
around.

 When Jacob arrives 
Lagos to resume, he finds 
out the hard way, that 
restructuring an ailing 
organization has its risks 
and that corruption al-
ways fights back. Sama, 
the face of corruption in 
Chief Marinzo’s compa-
ny plans to kill him, by 

bombing his hotel room, 
for using the restructur-
ing exercise he embarks 
upon to block the av-
enues through which he, 
Sama, had been defraud-
ing the company.

Though innocent, Ja-
cob is detained, for the 
bomb blast in the ho-
tel and later for a debt 
the company owes. He 
is detained under hor-
rible conditions and re-
counts in graphic details 
what happens in Police 
cells and detention fa-
cilities and confesses 
that: “These people… are 
heartless, soulless.”

Dr. Nwankwo, the 
Director General of Ni-

before the wind of reces-
sion started buffeting the 
country‘s economy. That 
he used Chief Marinzo, 
whose company is into 
foreign exchange busi-
ness and importation as 
a major actor in the play 
is also a way of commu-
nicating the fact that 
the country must de-
emphasis importation 
and focus on production, 
especially agro-based 
production and export of 
goods manufactured in 
the country so as to earn 
foreign exchange.

Also very crucial is 
the point made through 
the engagement of Jacob 
by Marinzo to restruc-
ture his company using 
a ‘sophisticated manage-
ment’ system.  It is a mes-
sage that when a compa-
ny or country‘s economy 
has grown to become big 
or ‘complex’ or when 
there is economic crisis, 
there must be resort to 
economic experts who 
can apply what Marinzo 
called “modern manage-
ment system that can 
neatly tie up and exploit 
our potentials,” and who 
can plug loopholes creat-
ed by fraudsters and cor-
rupt officials as Jacob did 
in Marinzo’s company.

The reaction of Jacob’s 
wife, Adarly, when told 
by her husband that he 
had accepted Marinzo’s 
job and was going to re-
structure the company 
is also instructive:. She 
expresses fear that such 
jobs are dangerous or 
risky because workers 
almost always see it as 
avenue to retrench them 
and therefore often fight 
back.

The current process 
of restructuring Nige-
ria’s economy away 
from consumption and 
import dependence to 
production and export, 
and the attempts being 
made to plug the holes 
drilled by corruption 
cannot be without stiff 
resistance. Corruption 
would surely fight back 

geria’s very successful 
Debt Management Of-
fice, DMO, has written 
other celebrated books 
and highly acclaimed 
articles on the manage-
ment of the nation’s 
economy, especially on 
how to tackle the con-
sequences of overde-
pendence on crude oil 
export revenue, which is 
the cause of the present 
recession being faced by 
the country.

That he highlighted 
the issue of recession 
in the opening lines of 
Through The Storm can 
be considered vision-
ary, given that the book 
was first published long 
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Decaying romance: 
An excursion into Jumoke 
Verissimo’s The Birth of Illusion
Publisher:    Fullpoint Publications and Communications
Year of publication:  2015
Pagination:   83
Genre:    Poetry
Reviewer:   Uchenna Ekweremadu

L
ove, attraction, 
c o h ab i t at i o n 
and marriage 
are few of the 
dozen topics 

that have intrigued indi-
viduals, cultures and civ-
ilizations. Psychologists, 
sociologists, philosophers 
and poets have already 
written and sang vol-
umes on those subjects 
yet every new genera-
tion takes it upon itself 
to explore them and try 
to understand them. The 
third part of The Birth 
of Illusion, which starts 
from the 52nd page, re-
visits those age-old sub-
jects. 

Our first real experi-
ence of love as youths is 
in its romantic dimension 
– that widely emotional 
state in which tender 
and sexual feelings, plea-
sure and pain, anxiety 
and relief, altruism and 
jealousy coexist in a con-
fusion of feelings. At this 
point, we hardly know, 
or do so but choose to 
not care, that this facet of 
love is most often short-
lived. Eventually, we 
will exhaust the thrills 
that come with the peaks 
and troughs except those 
posed by the inevitable 
problems of ordinary 
life. In some cases, this 
romantic love will meta-
morphose into indiffer-
ence or active dislike. In 
some other cases, it will 
transform into a related 
but gentler state of af-
fairs which we should 
term companionate love.

In The Birth of Illu-
sion, one is spared much 
of the initial details and is 
rather led straight to the 
stage when things have 
started getting sour. One 
encounters this unique 
couple who reminds 
one of Vladimir and 
Estragon (from Samuel 
Beckett’s play, Waiting 
for Godot), a curious pair 
that is always bickering 
and threatening to break 
apart yet lacks the cour-
age to do so. The third 
stanza of ‘Porcupine II’ 
says it all:

And when you say, 

ues to degenerate as we 
see in ‘Epiphanies IV. 
The gulf has widened 
much more to the point 
that the man now turns 
to pornography for sexu-
al gratification. Here the 
persona wail:

“… you can (and have) 
found fancy

In the embrace of 
screen strangers

Who give themselves 
to folks like you

In hide-to-see pictures 
and films

So you watch them to 
fiddle with me

Submit to partial plea-
sures with the penis

I will in silence wear 
loneliness for

Our home is now a 
cinema of status”

(Epiphanies IV, Pp. 67)
The romance in The 

Birth of Illusion is not a 
happy one. However, it 
is a good thing that the 
book has a way of en-
gaging its reader till the 
last page. Somehow, the 
audience wraps itself in 
the illusion that it has the 
power to influence the 
outcome at some point 
along the line, the same 
way people watch TV 
and pray that the soap 
takes a different turn 
while knowing at the 
same time that the sto-
ryline cannot possibly 
disobey its writer.

The Birth of Illusion is 
Jumoke Verissimo’s first 
poetry collection after 
her award-winning de-
but, I Am Memory pub-
lished in 2008. Without 
any doubt, the latter is a 
huge leap from the for-
mer record she has set. 
The danger of setting 
high standards is that it 
keeps you under pres-
sure to always live up to, 
or above, the set record. 
Perhaps, that is one of 
the reasons why it took 
Jumoke Verissimo this 
long to bring out the 
second collection. Her 
readers can only hope 
and pray that it should 
not take another seven 
years before a third one 
follows.

‘Get out’
I know you’re certain
The door lock is 

jammed
With the key in your 

pocket
And so you tell me ev-

ery shit…
(Porcupine II, Pp. 52)
But in the beginning 

it was not so. There was 
a time when it was bliss-
ful. Says the persona:

Do not forget, do not 
regret…

When we entangled
Our clothed organs in 

dialogue…
We made a concert of 

the flesh
We locked ourselves 

in a grid…
(Porcupine II, Pp. 53)
As to why love meta-

morphosis from one 
stage to another in the 
first place, perhaps these 
lines below will shed 
some light:

… However we do 
praise ourselves

Our fancies are more 
giddy and unfirm,

More longing, waver-
ing, sooner lost and worn 
than women’s are…

For women are as ros-
es, whose fair flower,

Being once displayed, 

doth fall that very hour…
(William Shakespeare, 

Twelfth Night, Act 2 
Scene 4)

And this:
It dropped so low in 

my regard
I heard it hit the 

ground
And go to pieces on 

the stones
At bottom of my 

mind;
Yet blamed the fate 

that fractured, less
Than I reviled myself
For entertaining plat-

ed wares
Upon my silver shelf
(Emily Dickenson, Se-

lected Poems, Pp. 150)
The estrangement 

grows until the couple 
erects invisible walls to 
demarcate their personal 
spaces within the home. 
Activity has turned to 
passivity. In ‘Prickly’, love 
has given way to mere 
tolerance and the couple 
now sleeps in separate 
rooms.

At night we sit togeth-
er in the sitting room…

You were cladding 
your phone to your chest

So I entered my bed-
room and hugged the pil-
low

the reader that this ag-
ony, too pure to be fake, 
must have gushed from 
the deepest recess of the 
poet’s mind. This book 
echoes the cry of a living 
soul which craves love 
and life and intimacy; a 
living soul which shat-
ters to realize that most 
of its longings will re-
main a mirage.

Most of the poems 
that make up Epiphanies 
(which was published as 
a chapbook by Saraba 
Magazine) are about a 
union that should never 
have been in the first 
place. Epiphanies III is 
thicker with regret than 
we encounter in Robert 
Frost’s ‘The Road Not 
Taken’.

If I turn the long hand 
of the clock

Time would only re-
main the same

I should not have 
walked this road

I should not have 
walked this road

I should not have 
walked this road

I should not have 
walked this road

(Epiphanies III, Pp. 66)
The situation contin-

Mentioned that I 
loved its skin against 
mine

Then I returned to the 
sitting room

And side-eyed you 
ogling your laptop next…

(Prickly, Pp. 54)
And again:
You have just re-

turned from your bar 
quest…

I can smell that you’ve 
hugged some beer bot-
tles

I could wonder how 
many times the mug 
kissed you

How you savoured it 
with your tongue and 
lips…

You go to the sofa and 
I go into the bedroom

And when I hear your 
bedroom door jam

I stay awake on my 
bed hoping you’d knock.

(Prickly, Pp. 54)
The amount of lone-

liness and lovelessness 
packed in The Birth of 
Illusion is enormous. 
The persona’s sorrow 
is laced with that kind 
of deliciousness that an 
avid listener of Asa’s 
music should be familiar 
with. There is sufficient 
evidence to convince 
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An eye on global tourists’ dollar 

A 
c l i c k  o f  t h e 
m o u s e  s e t s 
Dennis Hunter 
browsing for 
where to visit 

for his next holiday. But of 
all the choice destination 
points, Africa will never 
cross the mind of the Belgian 
because it seems so little is 
heard of African destina-
tions in Belgium. A further 
search online, who knows, 
may after all expose him to 
the great deal of fun his holi-
day can be in West Africa’s 
Ghana. 

Out of sheer curiosity, 
Dennis takes two weeks off 
his busy schedule to have 
some fun as a guest at La 
Palms Beach Resort in Ac-
cra, and phew…that makes 
a whole lot of difference for 
him and many who dare to 
explore the internet for des-
tinations that offer all they 
ever wanted in the world of 
leisure. 

Funny enough, five out of 

20 of his country people he 
sold the secret to are already 
putting finishing touches to 
their travel arrangements. 
But the bulk of the transac-
tion happens online with 
over 500 guests visiting at 
least five destinations and 
20 hotels. 

Global tourist arrival 
which grows at a very sig-
nificant rate despite security 
challenges is attributed to 
lots of online dealings.

With political stability, a 
number of Western coun-
tries lifted warnings against 
travelling to Zimbabwe. 
As the economy recovers, 
tourists are fast returning 
to Zimbabwe because of the 
country’s aggressive online 
destination marketing.  

About 362,000 people 
had visited the country by 
August last year compared 
to the 100,000 visitors same 
time three years ago. 

The Kenya Tourist Board 
has now turned to online 
marketing to rope in visitors 
and create an avenue around 
its perennial limited finan-

cial options. The decision by 
the board has been taken 
in what it termed a cost-
effective way of meeting 
its targets, as well as being 
competitive in the industry. 

It is no surprise that the 
board’s websites are avail-
able in several international 
languages so as to reach a 
wider variety of people. The 
online market, believed to 
help in the new marketing 
strategy targeting increased 
numbers, seems to be work-
ing with fast return of tour-
ists to the country to see its 
safari, especially after a little 
political crisis. 

With the dollar gaining 
some strength, Africa is a 
destination to see because of 
the high purchasing power 
of the visitors’ hard cur-
rencies. But, sourcing for 
tourists from the United 
Kingdom, Canada, United 
States, France, Italy and most 
recently, Asia, led by the 
Chinese onslaught of over 
five million tourists across 
the globe, now requires, 
most importantly, viable 

online platform to reach the 
many who held prejudice 
against African destinations 
for lack of information so as 
to correct some of the nega-
tivities which destinations in 
developed parts of the world 
still battle with. 

Nigeria, Africa’s most un-
exploited destination, is also 
waking up to the online re-
ality. Few years ago, Jibrin 
Bello Gada, then Nigeria’s 
minister of Tourism, Culture 
and National Orientation, 
said the country’s appreciat-
ing tourism forecast showed 
that annual tourists arrivals 
would reach over one billion 
by 2015, which would even-
tually put earnings in that 
sector at $150 billion, though 
Nigeria failed to realize the 
dream due to lip service to 
tourism development.

Since then and even after 
those comments, no concrete 
effort has been made, as in 
other African countries, to 
woo global tourists to the 
Nigerian shores.

The truth is, unlike the in-
famous Scramble for Africa 

by Europeans, there is now 
a big scramble for Western 
tourists by African coun-
tries. The strength of infra-
structure, security, the rar-
ity of excitement and, most 
importantly, the strength of 
online marketing now that 
tourists have resorted to the 
internet will determine how 
much each country can grab. 

That The Gambia had 
enough Europeans last win-
ter was because of its heavy 
online presence, while the 
net is even more for South 
Africa than Yaho o and 
Google these days because of 
the huge benefits it enabled 
the rainbow country to reap 
at the 2010 World Cup and 
sustained visits till date. 

Today’s tourist is sophis-
ticated with heavy online 
presence that enables him/
her to know a destination 
before arriving, to buy his 
cinema ticket, book his ho-
tel and even schedule local 
tours whilst in his or her 
country.

So, follow the tourist on-
line until he/she visits.

OBINNA EMELIKE
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Seychelles joins African 
Tourism Ministers for COP 22 

A
lain St.Ange, Minis-
ter for Tourism, Civil 
Aviation, Ports and 
Marine, Seychelles, 
was in Morocco for 

the African Ministers meeting, 
which took place on the sidelines 
of COP 22, where he restated the 
island government’s commitment 
to drive sustainable tourism in the 
country.

While addressing the panel 
alongside fellow Ministers, St.Ange 
noted that the Seychelles govern-
ment has demonstrated political 
will to do so and that the Seychelles 
were doing so. Minister St.Ange 
was being accompanied at the 
UNWTO organised meeting by 
Anne Lafortune, the Seychelles 
PS for Tourism, the island’s Senior 
Government Official accredited to 
UNWTO dossiers.

As he spoke at a panel of African 
Ministers of Tourism, who met on 
the sidelines of the UN Conference 
on Climate Change in Marrakech, 
Morocco, on Thursday, Minister 
Alain St.Ange said that sustain-
able tourism, green tourism of eco 
friendly tourism is today the buzz 
words, but that the Seychelles had 
been advocating such an approach 
even since they were a British 
Colony (an era that ended in 1976) 
but that the approach was then 

simply referred to as ‘Conservation’ 
and for the people of Seychelles to 
be seen and remembered as having 
been good custodians of what they 
had been blessed with. “This is the 
first step to put a sound footing on 
a consolidated tourism develop-
ment” the Minister said.

Parks. These are some of our stories 
the world wants to hear” Minister 
St.Ange said.

”But the challenge for us is to 
continue to safeguard our safety 
label, one that to-date remains 
untouched. Our tourism industry 
players are most vulnerable if this 

”Seychelles knows that it has a 
rich diversity in culture and it its 
tourism offerings. This is why we 
have a successful tourism industry, 
we have what the world wants to 
see. We today have gone as far as 
declaring over 50 percent of our 
total land are to protected National 

is ever compromised and they 
need to continue to work with us 
to safeguard this key USP we have” 
he said.

“Today we all joined together to 
sign the African Charter. Seychelles 
is proud to be part of this histori-
cal event. An African Charter for 
Africa by Africa. We shall now 
all have to live up to safeguarding 
our tourism industry through best 
practices. Sustainable Tourism prac-
tices will ensure that what we have 
today will still be attracting visitors 
to our shores for the longterm. We 
were part of the instigators along-
side Cote D’Ivoire and Morocco and 
we were advocates to have such 
a tourism ministers meeting on 
the sidelines of COP 22. “ Minister 
Alain St.Ange said before ending his 
statement with “Our tourism can-
not thrive without security. As we 
work on continuing to improve our 
air access with more point to point 
connections from tourism source 
markets we need our continued 
stability to attract airline compa-
nies to include Seychelles on their 
routes. Security is a situation of the 
day in Seychelles even at this time 
of so much insecurity in the world. 
This security and safety keeps our 
economy strong and our people in 
employment because it keeps our 
tourism industry to be perform-
ing well” the Seychelles Minister 
concluded.

OBINNA EMELIKE

 L-R: Alain St.Ange, Seychelles Minister, Anne Lafortune, his PS for Tourism with Lai Mohammed Nigeria’s Minister of Information and Culture, 
and  Roger Kacou, Cote D’Ivoire Minister  at a panel discussion on Sustainable Tourism in Marrakech, Morocco.

NIHOTOUR charges travel media, security 
agents on promotion of Nigeria brand

T
ravel journalists and se-
curity agents across the 
country has been charged 
to adopt a positive disposi-

tion on the promotion of Nigeria so 
as to attract the right attention to 
the country in its quest to diver-
sifying its economy as a way of 
overcoming the present recession 
in the country.

This charge was given by Chika 
Balogun,  director general, Na-
tional Institute for Hospitality 
and Tourism (NIHOTOUR), while 
declaring open a – day training 
workshop organised by her in-
stitute for travel journalists and 
security agent in Lagos recently. 
The theme of the training was 
‘Global tourism ethics and ethics on 
brand Nigeria,’ and it was attended 
by security officers from Nigeria 
Immigration Service, Federal Road 
Safety Corp (FRSC) and Nigerian 
Civil Defense and Security Corps 
and tourism journalists.

According to her, if the task 
of making Nigeria one of the top 
20 destinations in the world is 
to be achieved then Nigeria has 

been promoted in positive light 
and branded accurately in line 
with global tourism ethics. Travel 
journalists and security agents, 
she said has a great role to play in 
this regard.

Therefore, she said that there is 

the need to equip journalists and 
security agents on the appropri-
ate ethics that would help in the 
branding of the country, adding 
that NIHOTOUR has decided to 
bring together both the journalists 
and security agents based on what 

she said is “our collective resolve to 
promote Nigeria for a better day 
ahead.”

Balogun then appealed to the 
travel journalists to make the nec-
essary effort to promote Nigeria 
tourism in positive light while she 

called on the security agents to 
cooperate with tourism operators 
in protecting the country and en-
suring that the right controls and 
measures are put in place to secure 
the country. 

Lai Mohammed, Minister of 
Information and Culture, who was 
the special guest of honour, was 
represented by Ada Okoli, director, 
Domestic Tourism and Control in 
the ministry. The event had two 
technical sessions with one ses-
sion devoted to the training of the 
security agents and the other to 
the travel journalists with experts 
on security, brand and destination 
building, tourism ethics and other 
related topics taking them through 
the rudiments of the topics. 

Certificate of attendance were 
given to the participants with Ba-
logun charging them to put in good 
use the various ethics, skills and 
knowledge impacted on them even 
as she disclosed that NIHOTOUR 
would on a regular basis hold such 
training sessions for the different 
segments of the society in accor-
dance with its mandate.
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Recession: Airline operators 
cautioned over use of 
jumbo aircraft

A
s economic 
recession 
bites hard-
er in the 
a v i at i o n 

sector leading to col-
lapse of some domestic 
airlines, airline opera-
tors have been advised 
to acquire light and 
fuel efficiency aircraft 
to boost operations.

Speaking to aviation 
correspondents at the 
Sheraton Hotel Ikeja, 
Lagos on the reasons 
why domestic airlines 
collapse within first 
ten years of existence, 
Mohammed Tukur, the 
immediate past general 
secretary of Airline 
Operators of Nigeria 

AON  identified the use 
of ‘jumbo’ meant for 
six hours flight aircraft 
for an hour flight in on 
domestic routes.

Tukur said the only 
way domestic airlines 
will  survive in the 
country was for the 
operators to acquire less 
fuel consumption air-
craft such as jets while 
management of vari-
ous airlines should stop 
living expensive lives 
with monies meant for 
operations of airlines, 
adding that some man-
agement staff of some 
airlines received too 
much as salaries.

“There is need for air-
lines to change their air-
craft types, they should 
get JET aircraft and not 

these B737 and light air-
craft. If they have these 
less fuel consumption 
aircraft, it will reduce 
their burdens”

According to the for-
mer director of opera-
tions, Chanchangi air-
line, the B737 aircraft 
were costly to maintain 
adding that there was 
no way an operator 
could survive under 
the present economic 
situation.

He also identified the 
indiscriminate pulling 
out of finance from op-
erations by airline own-
ers as the worst practice 
in the airline business, 
saying any money tak-
en out of the airline’s 
daily operations was 
capable of crumbling 
the entire system of that 
airline.

“Most of the airlines 
over stretch themselves 
from the beginning be-
fore they acquire the 
ADC they start pay-
ing salaries for workers 
and people believe that 
there is money then 
later the kind of live 
will haunt them. Most 
airlines operators take 
money out of the sys-
tem. And put it in an-
other business.

 “In aviation, the mo-
ment you move money 
out of operation then 
you are killing the op-
eration completely be-
cause the airlines are 
individually owned and 
somebody will just take 
the money without ac-
countability,” he said.

Delta Airline celebrates five years of 
Intern programme in Africa

D
elta Airlines is cel-
ebrating five suc-
cessful years of its 
intern programme 

in Africa.
The s cheme offers  a 

12-month contract to post-
graduate students in Lagos, 
Nigeria; Accra, Ghana; Dakar, 
Senegal; and Nairobi, Kenya, 
to gain hands-on knowledge 
and experience of working 
for a multi-national company.

The programme under-
scores Delta’s commitment 
to Africa, by helping young 
people from underprivileged 
backgrounds acquire the skills 
they need to get ahead in 

business.
The interns work alongside 

the Delta sales team in each 
country, before attending a 
Delta conference in the Unites 
States. Of the 19 people who 
have completed the scheme, 
two are still employed at Delta 
and the rest have gone on to 
find managerial positions in 
a range of industries, become 
teachers or are furthering 
their studies.

“It’s often difficult for grad-
uates to get a break in the 
corporate world so offering 
opportunities like our intern 
programme can give them a 
real step up the ladder as well 

Travel

as learn about the complex 
nature of working for a global 
company,” said Bobby Bryan, 
Delta’s Sales Manager for East 
and West Africa. “Some of 
our past interns have gone on 
to gain executive jobs in the 
public and private sectors. I’m 
very proud of their achieve-
ments and am pleased Delta 
has been able to play a part in 
their success.”

Of the interns in Dakar, 
Donat Tending has gone on to 
work at the Spanish Embassy, 
while Arthur Mills, who in-
terned in Delta’s Accra office 
from 2011-2012, now works as 
a Foreign Service Officer at the 

Ghanaian Ministry of Foreign 
Affairs. Meanwhile, Mumbe 
Muthama from Nairobi was 
hired permanently by Delta.

“When I started as an in-
tern, I never thought I would 
have the opportunity to work 
for Delta after my contract 
ended,” said Mumbe Muth-
ama, a former intern and now 
Sales Executive in Nairobi.

“I learnt a lot during the 
scheme, which has helped me 
in my career at Delta, such as 
relationship management, 
client servicing and sales pro-
motion skills. I feel privileged 
and proud to still be here three 
years later.”

E
mirates is offering 
Nigerian customers 
return airfares of up 
to 50 percent off to 

Dubai, one of the world’s most 
iconic cities.

This special offer, which is 
available for both Economy 
Class and Business Class travel, 
must be purchased from 30th 
November 2016 until 31st 
May 2017.

Known as a city of con-
trasts, from futuristic archi-
tecture to vibrant traditional 
culture and diversity, Dubai is 
a place that caters to all types 
of travellers. The city offers 
exciting attractions a visitor 
could want, from shopping at 
some of the largest malls in the 
region to dining options which 
will spoil anyone for choice.

 The city also offers visi-
tors several new and ex-
citing experiences, such as 

the recently-opened IMG 
Worlds of Adventure, the 
world’s largest indoor themed 
entertainment destination, 
and the soon-to-be-opened 
Dubai Parks and Resorts, 
which will offer a range of 
attractions and experiences. 
Other attractions in the city 
include the Burj Khalifa, the 
tallest building in the world, 
traditional souks and the 
clear water beaches of the 
Arabian Gulf.

 A wide range of accom-
modation to suit all budgets are 
available throughout the city.

On all Emirates’ flights, 
customers can look forward 
to hours of entertainment on 
the airline’s ice system, which 
offers over 2500 channels of 
on demand audio and visual 
entertainment, from the latest 
movies, music, audio books 
and games, as well as family 

Emirates offer special fares to 
Nigerians travelling to Dubai

Stories by IfEomA okEkE

friendly products and services 
for children, including compli-
mentary toys, kids’ meals and 
movies, priority boarding for 
families and the use of free 
strollers at Dubai International 
Airport.

In addition to the on-board 
comforts and products, cus-
tomers will also experience 
the world famous hospitality 
from Emirates’ multinational 
cabin crew while enjoying 
chef prepared regional and 
international cuisine, using 
the freshest ingredients, ac-
companied by a wide range 
of complimentary wines and 
beverages.

EK 784 departs Lagos 
daily at 18.35hrs and arrives 
at Dubai International Air-
port at 05.05hrs. The return 
flight, EK783, leaves Dubai at 
10.30hrs and arrives in Lagos 
at 15.40hrs

Nollywood Actress, Mrs Mercy Aigbe-Gentry and  Regional Manager West Africa, Mr Manoj Nair; at the Departure area of 
the Murtala Mohammed International Airport in preparation for the Emirates Familiarization Trip 2016, recently in Lagos.
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Experience the Wraith

Sunday 20 November 2016

the leading man, as he follows in her 
wake on an unexpected adventure 
every time he takes the wheel.

One of the unique features of 
the Wraith is that the coach doors 
open to reveal the hero’s interior 
life, which is more colourful than 
its exterior suggested. The Anthra-
cite leather interior accented with 
Casden Tan exudes confidence and 
power like a modern super-hero’s 
costume, whilst its steely character is 
suggested by a pin sharp aluminium 
band shooting through the Maccas-
sar Ebony open pore paneling.

According to Soso, Wraith is the 
most powerful Rolls-Royce ever 
made as its performance comple-
ments the drama of exterior styling 
as a shorter wheelbase, wider rear 
track and 624 bhp/465 kW derived 
from the twin turbo V12 and a 
0-60mph of 4.4 seconds (0-100kph, 
4.6 seconds) give expression to the 
car’s dynamic looks.

I will be easily taking in by an 
exquisite and engaging interior. The 

black high grade leather with copper 
bullets on the dashboard suggests an 
intimacy between the car and the 
driver. It gives that sense of owner-
ship and sense of belonging. It is an 
unspoken yet intimate feeling. “It is 
a first for Wraith,” Soso says.

 With Wraith Inspired by Film 
you can make a powerful statement 
of style and luxury. In addition to 
the good interior, what is fascinating 
about the Wraith Inspired by Film is 
bespoke Starlight Headliner on the 
interior car roof. It gives the impres-
sion of a live movie theatre, a magical 
atmosphere or just admiring a real 
life starry sky at night. Also fascinat-
ing is the personalise headrests on 
which owner’s initials or a preferred 
motif can be engraved.

The beauty of the Wraith inspired 
by Fashion is in the attention to 
details like the bespoke tailors on 
London’s Bond Street. Wraith In-
spired by Fashion blends the power, 
style and drama of Wraith with the 
allure of haute couture. A fresh take 

on classic monochrome styling, this 
captivating look is all about eye-
catching contrasts, ultra-luxe fabrics 
and couture-inspired detailing.

Custom-made features of the 
interior evoke the elegance of high 
fashion. Drawing inspiration from 
the catwalk, fine tailoring, and mate-
rials typical to the fashion industry, 
the design tells of a mastered tailor-
ing involving welting and the highly 
complex craft of seamless stitching. 
The interior comes with a choice of 
three accent colours that enables you 
to customise the headrests, steer-
ing wheel and part of the leather 
interior.

On the road, both the Wraith and 
Ghost Series II are strong, confident 
and drive smoothly. Their balance 
is remarkable. Turning the wheel 
comes with a smooth feel giving 
you the confidence that you are in 
control. The bespoke leather firmly 
stitched on the steering makes you 
have an unbelievable firm grip on 
either car.

G
etting into the Wraith 
clearly shows that it is an 
automobile designed to 
change boundaries. Un-
doubtedly, Wraith chal-

lenges perceptions as it offers one the 
most dynamic driving experience 
ever. It offers a firsthand experience 
a Rolls-Royce car.

Sitting behind the wheel shows 
that the Wraith is truly created to be 
bespoke. Designed in two forms; the 
first inspired by Film and the second 
inspired by Fashion.

“Wraith hosts the most powerful 
Rolls-Royce engine ever,” says Brett 
Soso, regional director, Rolls-Royce 
Motor Cars Limited, Middle East, 
Africa, Central Africa and South 
America, explains about the car. 
“Wraith is an imperceptible force. 
To close with the words of Sir Henry 
Royce: “Take the best that exists and 
make it better.”

Wraith inspired by Film is about 
Rolls-Royce’s extended heritage in 
film. As it is the tradition, Rolls-Royce 
motor cars have taken leading roles 
in movies since the advent of film-
making. It has in films like Goldfinger 
(1964), The Yellow Rolls-Royce (1964), 
The Thomas Crowne Affair (1968) 
and The Great Gatsby (1974) to name 
a few.

 No doubt, the Wraith is a true 
hero car that hints subtly at the film 
features through a number of unique 
bespoke touches. For instance, the 
essence of the Wraith Inspired by 
Film is revealed in the silver screen 
through a unique two-tone Silver 
and Jubilee Silver paint scheme, 
whilst a solid-silver hand-cast Spirit 
of Ecstasy plays the femme fatale to 
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Nuhu Ribadu 

?????

to attend the National 
Institute of Policy and 
Strategic Studies (NIPSS) 
in Kuru, Jos, Plateau 
State, for a mandatory 
one-year course. He 
left Nigeria and in April 
the same year and as-
sumed a fellowship at 
the Center for Global 
Development. He later 
returned to join the 
defunct Action Con-
gress of Nigeria (ACN) 
and was a presiden-
tial aspirant in the 2011 
general elections. He 
later dumped the then 
opposition All Progres-
sives Congress (APC) 
and joined the Peoples 
Democratic Party (PDP). 
Ribadu was PDP’s can-
didate for the October 
1, 2015 governorship 
election in Adamawa. 
He however loss the 
election, loss pundits 
blamed on the deterio-
rating brand of the PDP. 

Nuhu Ribadu studied 
law at Ahmadu Bello 
University , Zaria, Ka-
duna State, from 1980 
until 1983, receiving a 
Bachelor of Laws de-
gree. Following a year 
at the Nigerian Law 
School, he was called 
to bar in 1984. He also 
earned a Master of 
Laws degree from the 
same university. He 
is a TED Fellow and 
a Senior Fellow in St. 
Antony’s College, Uni-
versity of Oxford, UK. 
On 15 April 2008, Nuhu 
Ribadu received the 
World Bank’s 2008 Jit 
Gill Memorial Award 
for Outstanding Public 
Service, for having led 
a courageous anti-cor-
ruption drive in Nigeria 
then, as the EFCC.

 Nuhu regularly in-
spires youths to become 
the change they seek. 
At the fourth edition 
of “Project Mentor-Me” 
organised by Group of 
Patriotic Corpers (GPC), 
a non-profit group in 
Abuja, he got the audi-
ence to take a critical 
look at their life choices 
and how it shapes their 
future. Nuhu Ribadu 
was born on November 
21, 1960.  

F
ormer Nige-
rian president, 
O l u s e g u n 
Obasanjo, ap-
pointed Nuhu 

Ribadu to the chairman-
ship of the Economic 
and Financial Crime 
Commission (EFCC) in 
2003 and reappointed 
him in 2007, as well as 
promoting him to the 
position of Assistant 
Inspector General of 
Police. The promotion, 
although, on April 9, 
2007, three weeks be-
fore newly elected Pres-
ident Umaru Yar’Adua 
was sworn-in, was later 
challenged on the basis 
that it was “illegal, un-
constitutional, null and 
void, and of no legal 
effect.” 

Under Ribadu’s ad-
ministration, the EFCC 
charge d prominent 
bankers, former as well 
as serving state gover-
nors, ministers, senate 
presidents, high-rank-
ing political party mem-
bers, commissioners of 
police, and advance fee 
fraud gang operators.
The EFCC issued thou-
sands of indictments 
and achieved about 270 
convictions. One no-
table case was that of his 
boss, the then Inspector-
General of the Nigerian 
Police, Tafa Balogun, 
who was convicted, 
jailed and made to re-
turn £150 million under 
a plea bargain. Ribadu’s 
achievements in the 
EFCC included the de-
listing of Nigeria from 
the FATF List of Non-
Cooperative Countries 

& Territories, admis-
sion into the prestigious 
Egmont Group and the 
withdrawal of the US 
Treasury FINCEN Ad-
visory on Nigeria. They 
helped make the EFCC 
the foremost Anti-Cor-
ruption Enforcement 
Agency on the conti-
nent, cementing Riba-
du’s reputation in the 
world as a respected 
anti-corruption crusad-
er. Nuhu Ribadu’s evi-
dence helped prosecute 
foreign businesses who 
offered bribes while do-
ing business in Nigeria. 
During the course of 
his duty Mr Ribadu was 
offered bribes to per-
vert the course of jus-
tice, amongst these was 
a State governor who 
offered Mr Ribadu of 
$15 million and a house 
abroad. Interviewed 
from Washington D.C. 
on the BBC’s Hardtalk 
programme, Ribadu said 
that he took the money 
and used the bribe as 
evidence to prosecute 
the state governor. Rib-
adu escaped two assas-
sination attempts in Ni-
geria before he left the 
country for the United 
Kingdom in early 2009. 
He was also the Chair-
man of the Petroleum 
Revenue Special Task 
Force (PRSTF), set up by 
former president, Good-
luck Jonathan. 

In December 2007, 
Inspector-General of Po-
lice Mike Okiro ordered 
that Ribadu be tempo-
rarily removed from the 
position of EFCC chair-
man and ordered him 

The man who ‘truly’ stand against corruption with every instrument at his disposal and 
almost ‘got himself killed’ by corrupt officials. Some Nigerians are already calling for the 
return of this man to the seat recent vacated by Ibrahim Lamorde. Is it possible to really have 
him back at the EFCC? Would he be call upon again by another fellow country man who says 
‘corruption will kill Nigeria if it is not killed now? Only time has the answers!

SUNDAYBD 43Sunday 20 November 2016



Health&Science
‘If employers embrace a wellness policy, 
they would enjoy a boisterous and 
productive workforce’

W
hat birthed the 
LiveWell Initia-
tive?

T h e 
LiveWell Initia-

tive LWI was birthed out of the 
need to address the low levels of 
health literacy in society, and to 
reduce avoidable deaths, thereby 
increasing overall life expectancy 
among the people.

Do you think Nigeria is a 
healthy country, what is LWI do-
ing to make Nigeria healthy?

Nigeria is rated very poorly on 
the global scale when it comes to 
health; there is, therefore,  no doubt 
about the fact that the country is not 
healthy. Considering that health is 
not merely the absence of disease 
but a complete state of physical, 
emotional, psychological and even 
social wellbeing (WHO definition) 
there is a lot that can be done to 
improve the health of the country 
and its people. In that vein, LWI 
has put in place several population-
targeted programmes aimed at 
improving the health of the people. 
These range from Gender Health 
Programmes to Community Health 
Outreaches, Free Public Health 
Fairs, Illness Poverty Alleviation, 
Schools Health Programmes, and 
Executive Health Programmes, to 
Capacity Development in Health-
care, improving the quality and ser-
vice of healthcare providers. Many 
of the LWI programmes are unique 
and the organisation has won local 
and international awards in CSR, 
HSE and Community Health.

What do you think of the Well-
ness Industry in Nigeria? 

Wellness is a component of 
healthcare which is needed by 
all, but is not well understood and 
therefore not given the desired 
attention. The wellness industry 
in Nigeria is still young, immature 
and not well defined. People do 
not really understand the concept 
of Wellness and they usually wait 
until they fall sick before they do 
anything about their health. The 
government  has a public health  role 
to play in sensitising the public to 
wellness, through the media – pub-
licity, billboards, etc. The organised 
private sector is also a stakeholder 
as they employ the workforce. A 

healthy workforce is a productive 
workforce therefore if employ-
ers embrace a wellness   policy, 
they would enjoy a boisterous and 
productive workforce. Every well 
meaning organisation should have 
in place a Wellness Policy, for its 
employees’ wellbeing.

Does LWI have programmes 
that target specific health sectors 
in Nigeria? Please mention

Yes, as earlier suggested, LWI 
has several programmes which cut 
across the health sector and overlap 
with education, water and other 
sectors, in line with SDGs 1,3,4,5,6, 
and 17 . Most of the programmes are 
population targeted programmes, 
and they cut across various aspects 
of the health sector. 

As a renowned pharmacist, 
what’s your take on drug misuse 
and abuse in Nigeria?

At LWI, we run a Schools’ Drug 
Abuse, Misuse and Disuse Pro-
gramme which has been very im-
pactful. It is important to ‘catch 
them young’. However, going into 
the larger population, we know that 

drug abuse, misuse and disuse are  
a menace not only in our country 
but all over the world. The Nigerian 
situation is further compounded by 
the weakened regulatory system, 
duplication of roles in the regula-
tory sector leading to ambiguity, 
and the lack of enforcement. Where 
the laws are not enforced there is 
more likelihood that they will be 
taken for granted. I feel strongly that 
government should provide support 
for the regulatory bodies through 
enforcement, and all the areas of 
ambiguity and overlaps should be 
clarified. In addition, there should be 
a concerted effort to teach the public 
the importance of appropriate use of 
medicines, as a lot of people abuse or 
misuse medicines without knowing 
that they are doing so.  The concept 
of drug abuse should be inculcated 
into schools curricula; this would 
help children to desist from peer 
pressure in their formative years.  
The NDLEA should have a collabo-
ration with NAFDAC. Pharmacists 
also need to play a more visible role 
in drug abuse counselling and drug 

use education to the general public. 
Families need to stay together as it 
has been scientifically proven that 
disintegrated families contribute in 
bno small measure to the drug abuse 
menace.

What health sector policies are 
not in place, as an NGO do you expe-
rience some of these inadequacies?

The government is very good in 
putting in place policies; however 
there is always a challenge when it 
comes to implementation. I would 
not say that there are policy gaps, 
however there are a lot of imple-
mentation gaps due to protocol, 
beurocracy and sometimes personal 
vested interests. If a policy is laid 
down, but it is not operationalised; 
it will be impossible to implement 
it. This is because the operationalisa-
tion allows the processes to be spely 
out, and it also allows for uniformity 
in implementation. By government 
standards, a lot of beurocracy comes 
in, and this dampens the speed and 
drive; so most times implementation 
is stalled.  My suggestion is that gov-
ernment should set up implementa-
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tion committees for policies immedi-
ately such policies are formulated; 
and, at the point of formulation the 
policy should be operationalised 
through targets. A good example is 
the SDGs at the global level; there 
are Goals (policies) and measurable 
targets are used to operationalise the 
goals; the Policy also has a timeframe 
for implementation. 

Nigeria is generally referred to 
as a stressful country, what are the 
pointers to stress and how can it be 
avoided...Specifically which sectors 
is stress prevalent in?

Yes, Nigeria is a stressful country 
to live in, and this is largely due to the 
poor infrastructure, very high levels 
of corruption leading to general 
indiscipline, and the general lack of 
trust that pervades the air.  There are 
many pointers to stress; for example 
when a person is irritable, gets easily 
angered, is generally impatient, or 
experiences temperamental bouts 
these could be caused by stress. A 
person who is  stressed is not likely 
to enjoy good sleep and may be in-
termittently aroused from sleep sud-
denly , only to keep awake all night. 
Stress works out in different ways 
on different people; for some they 
start to eat more and become obese, 
but for some they lose appetite. The 
bottomline is that stress is not good 
for anyone, and it depreciates the 
emotional health. Although stress 
is not avoidable, it can be managed 
with a healthy diet (low fat, low 
salt, plenty of vegetables and fruits, 
eating the ‘colors’), at least 6-9 hours 
of sleep daily, moderate aerobic 
exercise daily like brisk walking for 
15-30 minutes or swimming frog 
style or cycling; and general lifestyle 
modification using moderation as 
the watchword in everything.  

How do you handle  work-
life balance? As an NGO that pro-
motes health literacy, are there 
any useful information on how to 
handle this?

Balancing work and life are two 
key things that every individual 
must learn It involves working for 
the right number of hours and rest-
ing for the right number of hours 
while still making out time for social 
life,  family, community, and the gen-
eral stratosphere. It is usually a very 
challenging situation and more for 
women who have to run domestic 
chores in addition to work life.
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BISI BRIGHT is the vice chairman and CEO of Live Well Initiative, a health literacy non-profit 
organisation that caters to the wellness of people. In an interview with OLUWATOBI BALOGUN, she 
speaks extensively on health policies, Nigeria’s stress level and how to balance work and life.
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2,000 gets referral services, as NURHI moves family 
planning campaign to another 5 Oyo LGs 

T
o create more aware-
ness on family plan-
ning/ child spacing 
methods and pro-
mote healthy living 

among the rural dwellers in 
particular, the Nigerian Urban 
Reproductive Health Initiative 
(NURHI), has taken its aggres-
sive family planning campaign 
to additional five local govern-
ment areas in Oyo State. 

Speaking at the end of the 
‘Visibility and Knowledge Pa-
rade’ held in Oyo West (Oyo), 
Ogbomoso North (Ogbomoso), 
Ibarapa East (Eruwa), Kajola 
(Okeho) and Iseyin (Iseyin) Lo-
cal Government Areas, NURHI 
State Team Leader, Stella 
Akinso said  the organization 
provided referral services to 
over 2,000 prospective family 
planning clients attended to 
at the sensitisation campaign. 

She stated that the objective 
of the programme was to pro-
vide information and referral 
on family planning services in 
the communities.

A k i n s o  a l s o  m a i n -
tained   that the objective of 
the campaign was to create 
awareness on Get It Together 
Campaign (NURHI 2) and Fam-
ily Planning, to correct myths 

and misconceptions about 
family planning services and 
create a sustainable channel of 
demand for family planning 
services. 

The campaign which had 
mobilizers, providers Family 
Planning coordinators, Ad-
vocacy Core Group, religious 

leaders, community leaders 
in attendance to give neces-
sary support and information 
to the clients, Akinso said 
that the team provided fam-
ily planning services for not 
only women but men in the 
communities thus erasing  the 
notion that family planning/ 

child spacing is only limited 
to women. 

While speaking during a 
courtesy visit to the Baale 
Akeetan in Oyo, Akinso in 
company of other stakehold-
ers declared that the focus of 
the project was to reduce to 
the barest minimum, if not to 

eliminate maternal mortal-
ity through effective modern 
family planning services. 

The Baale of Akeetan, Ji-
moh Oyeleye while receiv-
ing the train expressed his 
appreciation for bringing the 
project to the area and for 
choosing Akeetan Primary 
Health Care center as one 
of the beneficiary facilities 
and for the benefit of the 
people. He also expressed his 
readiness to take the campaign 
across to his domain. He said “I 
will talk to my friends on the 
need to tell their children to 
embrace family planning”.  

The wife of the Chairman, 
Caretaker Committee in Kajola 
Local Council, Babs Olawoyin 
while speaking in Okeho also 
pledged her total support for 
the campaign while calling 
on people to embrace modern 
method of family planning 
because of many benefits 
therein. 

Other stakeholders who 
spoke including community 
and religious leaders all urged 
the people to see family plan-
ning/child spacing as not a 
way to reduce birth or stop 
child bearing but a way to 
adequately plan for family at 
all times.  

T
he people of Awa Af-
aha  Clan in Onna lo-
cal government area 
of Akwa Ibom State 
have lauded Bridge 

care foundation, a US based 
humanitarian organisation 
for providing the community 
with free healthcare aimed at 
ensuring the well-being of the 
people.

The free health fair which 
was organised in conjunction 
with Akwa Ibom State Asso-
ciation of Nigeria (AKISAN), 
Florida Chapter  and Ibom com-
munity health alliance brought 
over 40 health workers includ-
ing physicians, nurses, phar-
macists and others to provide 
non surgical medical services 
to hundreds of people in the 
area.

Among the services carried 
out included hypertension 
check, diabetes check, malaria, 
breast and prostate checks and 
aches and pains screening. 
Others included , HIVS/AIDS 
screening, ulcers and other 
infections.

Speaking, a royal father and 
clan head of Awa Afaha Clan, 
Etebom Raymond Inyang ex-

pressed delight over the ‘’laud-
able programme’’ saying it was 
a show of love for the people of 
the area by the organisers.

T h e  ro y a l  f at h e r  w h o 
thanked Bridge care founda-
tion and its partners hoped 
that the programme would be 
extended to the entire local 
government area in future.

According to him, the idea 
to provide the community with 
free healthcare came when he 
visited the US in September 
this year adding that he found 
an indigene of the area, Ini Ray 
Inyang who was ready and 
willing to bring her expertise 
and resource to bear on the 
scheme.

“We have never had this 
kind of programme before; it is 
something that should be done 
periodically to give the people 
a sense of belonging. We are 
grateful to the organisers of 
this noble cause,’’ he said.

Speaking,   project director 
of bridge care foundation, Ini 
Inyang said she was motivated 

to provide the community 
with free healthcare as a way 
of giving something back to 
the community maintaining 
that the plan is to have it done 
every year.

“It is important to give back 
to the society, if we go out, it 
is the responsibility of every-
body to come back  and provide 
a service to the people, this is 
a non surgical free healthcare 
scheme, the goal is that it will 
include surgical in future,’’ she 
said.

Among those who ben-
efitted from the scheme were 
village heads who were given 
special attention, women, chil-
dren, men and youths who 
turned up in their numbers.

It was gathered from the 
health workers during the 
exercise that the most preva-
lent ailments during the one-
day free health screening and 
treatment were malaria, diabe-
tes and hypertension.

A 24-year old housewife, 
Eka Ntiedo Akpan whose 
daughter was treated and 
given some drugs thanked the 
organisers for the magnanim-
ity and asked for more of such 
services in future.

Community lauds NGO over provision of free healthcare
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W
ith his current 
poor form and 
g o a l  d ro u g h t , 
younger strik-
ers Olanrewaju 

Kayode and Victor Osimhen could 
subsequently replace Watford 
striker Odion Ighalo who has failed 
to impress Super Eagles coach Ger-
not Rohr.

 Team officials said Ighalo is likely 
to be dropped permanently from 
the Super Eagles as he has scored 
just one goal after 11 weeks of action 
in the Premier League in England, 
added to the fact that he has only 
scored one goal for the Super Eagles 
in a competitive match.

 That goal came in a 2017 AFCON 
qualifier against Chad in Kaduna in 
June 2015.

 If Kayode Olanrewaju, who has 
been prolific so far for Austria Wien 
in all competitions this season, and 
Victor Osimhen, who is soon to sign 
a professional deal with Bundesliga 
side Wolfsburg shone against Egypt 
in Dubai in a friendly in January, 
that could well spell the end of 
Ighalo’s time in the national team.

 Rohr has already said he was so 
impressed with the performance 
of Osimhen in the build-up to the 
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Osimhen to replace misfiring Ighalo
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Harden highlights how creativity is 
the lifeblood of basketball
A

didas recently tipped off 
its latest global brand cam-
paign ‘Basketball Needs 
Creators’, starring Hous-
ton Rockets point guard 

James Harden.  The new film debuts 
November 21 during the Houston Tex-
ans versus Oakland Raiders Monday 
Night Football game on ESPN.

 Basketball Needs Creators poi-
gnantly highlights how creativity is 
what makes the game great, at every 
level. Harden asks the question “What 
if we all stopped being creative?” and 
shows what the basketball world 
would look like without the lifeblood 
of creativity. 

 Featuring cameos from Wheeler 
(Marietta, GA) High School, pro skate-
boarder Nakel Smith and adidas Bas-
ketball’s Global VP of Design Brian 
Foresta, Basketball Needs Creators 
empowers players around the world to 
harness their own creativity to change 
the game in unique ways.

 “James Harden’s creativity both on 
and off the court is his true differentia-
tor across all sports, not just basketball” 
said Warren Bowers, Senior Retail and 
Franchise Director at adidas. “James 
continues to reinvent the game and his 

Tanzania match and will offer him 
another opportunity to show he 
were ready for the big stage. 

“Rohr has not been impressed 
with the performance of Odion 
Ighalo and Brown Ideye,” revealed 
a team official.

 “Against Tanzania, Ighalo was 
wasteful and hardly had two shots 
on goal, while against Zambia, Id-
eye was full of endeavour, while 
others were scoring the goals. On 
both occasions it took the efforts of 
supporting strikers for the Eagles to 

claim maximum points. “
 A disappointed Rohr dropped 

Ighalo and Ideye to the bench for 
the entire 90 minutes as the Super 
Eagles beat Algeria 3-1 in Uyo last 
weekend.

new position this season, by infusing 
his unique style individually while 
creating opportunities for teammates 
at a record pace. Basketball clearly 

needs creators to drive the game for-
ward and James is the torch bearer of 
this evolution”

 Kunle Oyegade, CEO, Mopheth 

Sports and adidas retail partner in 
Nigeria added “There are many other 
creators like James in their own rights 
who work hard in various other fields 
here in Nigeria. This is a wake-up call 
on everyone in sports to get creative in 
raising the bar in their career.”

 Basketball Needs Creators is the 
third and final chapter of the adidas 
SPORT 16 campaign that builds upon 
the belief that all athletes are #Here-
ToCreate, following Football Needs 
Creators staring Manchester United’s 
Paul Pogba and Sport Needs Creators 
featuring Harden, Pogba, Super Bowl 
50 MVP Von Miller of the Denver 
Broncos, two-time NFL MVP Aaron 
Rodgers of the Green Bay Packers, 
2015 National League Rookie of the 
Year Kris Bryant of the Chicago Cubs, 
rookie guard Moriah Jefferson of the 
San Antonio Stars, and top NBA Draft 
selections Brandon Ingram of the Los 
Angeles Lakers, Jaylen Brown of the 
Boston Celtics and Jamal Murray of 
the Denver Nuggets.

 Fans can view Basketball Needs 
Creators at www.youtube.com/adi-
das and follow the conversation on 
Twitter and Instagram via @adidas 
#heretocreate.
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Qatar confident of free World Cup 

Q
atar 2022 World Cup chief 
Hassan Al Thawadi says 
there will be alcohol on 
sale in certain areas at the 
competition, but their se-

curity measures are learnt from some 
of the trouble in Marseille at the Euros 
in Paris this summer when England and 
Russia fans clashed.

 Al Thawadi also confirms a ‘mile-
stone’ agreement with trade union 
BWI over inspections of construction 
workers’ welfare.

 Meanwhile, two players from Dan-
ish club FC Copenhagen have criticised 
conditions for labourers working on 
venues for the 2022 World Cup in 
Qatar.

 Tom Hogli and William Kvist were 
speaking on a video produced by the 
Danish players’ association and pub-
lished by world union FIFPro.

 “That thousands must die to build 
stadiums has nothing to do with foot-
ball,” Kvist said.

 The Qatari government has always 
rejected claims workers have died.

 However, human rights organisa-
tion Amnesty International has ac-
cused Qatar of abusing World Cup 
workers, while Hogli said conditions 
were “cruel”.
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 The BBC spoke to one English con-
struction worker who left the country 
after two weeks because, in his words, 
the conditions were “an absolute dis-
grace”.

Other critics have claimed that 1,200 

…as players criticise stadium working conditions

workers have already died and up to 
4,000 could perish before the World 
Cup begins, a figure denied by Qatar. 

The country currently employs 
about 5,100 workers on World Cup 
sites, a number that will peak at 36,000 

by 2018.
 FIFA boss Gianni Infantino said re-

cently that the organisation will estab-
lish a body to monitor working condi-
tions for labourers at Qatar’s World Cup 
stadiums and insisted the tournament 
would stay in the Gulf.

‘Big change will allow teams to 
develop in 2017’ – Button

J
enson Button has teased the overhaul 
in technical regulations for the 2017 
season will see F1 return to the days 
of when in-season development and 

upgrades will make a noticeable difference 
to results over the course of the year. 

 The current V6 Hybrid era has come in 
for criticism for car performance that it is 
weighted too heavily towards the ability 
of the engine rather than the chassis or the 
driver, while strict testing and cost regula-
tions have limited the scope for develop-
ment for teams that start on the back foot. 

 A format that has proven especially 
detrimental for the McLaren team, which 
has endured a very public struggle with 
its underpowered and unreliable Honda 
engine over the last two seasons, Button 
says the development curve is ‘very difficult’ 
within the stringent regulations, making it 
difficult to progress if you begin the year 
with a bad car. 

 “If you start with a car that is quick 
you win races through the year, but if you 
start with a car that is not quick then it is 
not quick by the end of the year too! The 

development curve is very difficult with 
how restricted the regulations are. I think 
in terms of development we have done the 
best over the last two years, but we have 
also come from a low position.” 

 However, Button – who will be replaced 
by Stoffel Vandoorne in 2017 as he prepares 
to take a sabbatical from the sport – has high 
hopes for the revised technical regulations, 
which place greater emphasis on the driver 
and the chassis thanks to tweaks to the tyres 
and aerodynamics that are set to make the 
cars much faster in 2017. 

 As a result, Button says F1 can return to 
the days of when teams could make up sig-
nificant ground on rivals that start the year 
better with more influential aerodynamic 
upgrades, much like McLaren did in 2009. 

 “I think the big change next year is posi-
tive – that is great for the sport and you will 
see big progress through the year, which is 
also what people like seeing. Back in the 
day you could start with a car that wasn’t 
so competitive and you could develop it and 
be winning races mid-season or towards the 
end of the year, like McLaren did in 2009. 
Whereas now you can’t do that.  

“I think that will be big next year, the 
amount of development through the sea-
son. That will make the racing a lot more 
fun, gone though are the days of putting on 
a second worth of downforce in one race 
and suddenly finding yourself in a winning 
position.” 

A festival of women’s 
football on SuperSport

A
long with the Fifa U-20 Wom-
en’s World Cup taking place in 
Papua New Guinea currently, 
SuperSport will also be broad-

casting live the 2016 CAF Women’s Africa 
Cup of Nations being hosted in Cameroon.

The November 19 – December 3 tour-
nament is the 12th edition of the biennial 
continental showpiece and features hosts 
Cameroon, South Africa, Nigeria, Ghana, 
Zimbabwe, Egypt, Mali and debutants 
Kenya.

This year’s tournament is expected to 
take the all-too-familiar pattern of the 
other seven nations gallantly endeavor-

ing to break Nigeria’s stranglehold over 
the competition. The Super Falcons have 
won it a record nine times, and judging 
by their current form and ease of quali-
fication, are odds-on favourites to bag a 
tenth title.   

All 16 matches will be live on the 
World of Champions with the exception 
of the opening match between hosts Cam-
eroon and Egypt which will be delayed 
from 8.30pm on Saturday.
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USA Elections: “Peaceful 
transfer of power”

D
onald Trump’s victory at the US 
presidential elections stunned 
his opponents, his followers, 
the leadership of both the 
Republican and Democratic 

parties, the academic establishment, the 
media, and the entire world. It was a mess. 
There hasn’t been an election like this in 
America’s living memory. You had to “pinch 
yourself” to make sure you were wide awake 
and not having a nightmare. 

Was Donald Trump himself similarly 
stunned, shocked or surprised? To the last day 
he announced to the crowds at his every rally, 
over and over and over, that “THE ELECTION 
IS RIGGED!” What did he mean? Did he know 
something the listening crowd didn’t know? 
Was this the verdict he expected—and if so 
was it because of the rigging or in spite of it?

Trump started these rigging announcements 
way back in the early days of the Republican 
primaries. At that time he specifically accused 
the Republican party leadership, whose 
distaste for his style was on public record, of 
attempting to rig him out of the contest. After 
he demolished all 14 opponents and won 
the party nomination—against all odds—he 
broadened his accusation. The villain was no 
longer the Republican party leadership but 
“the entire system.” The electoral system was 

rigged, he announced repeatedly. It is “one 
big fix . . . one big, ugly lie.” “The election is 
absolutely being rigged by the dishonest and 
distorted media pushing Crooked Hillary—
and also at many polling places.” And he called 
on his followers to resist. 

Some of Trump’s followers said if Hillary 
Clinton won—through a “stolen election”—there 
might be “another Revolutionary War.” “People 
are going to march on the capitols. They’re going 
to do whatever needs to be done to get her out of 
office, because she does not belong there.” Even 
assassination was not beyond consideration: “If 
push comes to shove and she has to go by any 
means necessary, it will be done.”

Trump stoked the fires of “resistance” 
when he refused to say that he would accept 
the election results unconditionally, as is 
the custom. He would, he said, decide when 
the time comes; meanwhile he would keep 
everyone “in suspense.” As controversy raged, 
he announced that he would accept the results 
only if he won.

The nation was aghast.  The entire 
establishment—political, academic and 
media—spoke up with one voice: Trump 
was undermining the very foundations of 
American democracy, the “free and fair 
elections” with which its flag flies high above 
the world. American elections, they said, are 
never rigged. Yes, there are occasional electoral 
malpractices; but these are small, rare and 
inconsequential. They have never affected the 
outcome of any election.

Really? Not in Florida in 2000? Or Ohio in 
2004? Or Illinois in 1960? The “hanging chads,” 
“butterfly ballots,” illegally purged electoral 
lists and the Supreme Court’s pro-Republican 
halting of the vote recount in Florida in 2000? 

Trump turned a deaf ear to the reprimands 
and lectures from the establishment. And if 
he was aware of these “small, rare” electoral 
malpractices which affected the outcome 
of a presidential election, he was evidently 
unimpressed. He put up no counter-argument 
but simply kept on announcing that the 

election was rigged.
Trump’s rhetoric called down threats of 

violence; and people were on edge as they 
crawled in long lines toward the polling booths 
on election day. 

When the FBI Director announced a fresh 
investigation of Hillary’s emails 11 days to 
election day, he empowered Trump to reduce 
Hillary’s 11-point lead to within 3 points. Two 
days before elections the same FBI Director 
announced that his renewed investigation 
yielded no new facts and that the original 
verdict of “no criminal offence” still stood. But 
the damage had been done. Still, Hillary had 
the edge—which is why everyone was stunned 
when the electronic board kept putting Trump 
ahead. By 2 a.m. it was all over.

So, what on earth happened? Was it a clever 
coding of the computers that gave the victory to 
Trump—with his prior knowledge, or without? 
The establishment—from the President to 
the party leaderships, the academics and 
the media—everyone has been scrupulously 
silent on this question. To even whisper the 
issue publicly is to hit your head against the 
stone wall of American democracy. The entire 
concern now is to help equip Trump for the 
tasks of the office. If  he won the office unjustly, 
that is now for the history books. 

The nation’s most important electoral duty is 
the “peaceful transfer of power.” Who the power 
is transferred to is much less important. Sorry, 
the system is “not perfect.” Innocent mistakes 
are sometimes made. Errors of judgment. And, 
yes, even fraud. All are admissible. But the work 
of one nation and governance must go on.

All of which means that the ongoing nation-
wide protests of Hillary’s sympathizers—men, 
women and children walking or in wheel 
chairs, including frightened minorities 
who are already under physical attacks and 
intimidation by a resurgent white nationalism, 
racism and xenophobia—these will fizzle 
out in a week or two, and the tough task of 
living and succeeding under the Trump 
Dispensation will begin.
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Week
Quotes of the

Is your computer running more slowly than usual? Does 
it stop responding, freeze often, or display other odd be-
havior? It might have a virus. Fortunately, if you update 
your computer regularly and use antivirus software, 
you can help permanently remove unwanted software 
and prevent it from being installed in the first place.

Windows Defender (built in to Windows 8), Micro-
soft Security Essentials, and other antivirus software 
programs download the latest updates over the Internet 
to fight new malware. Windows Defender Offline helps 
protect against advanced malware that can’t always be 
detected by antivirus software.

1.      From the Search charm, search for defender, 
and then open Windows Defender.

2.      On the Home tab, choose a scan option, and 
then tap or click Scan now.

In addition to the color codes for your PC’s overall 
security status, Windows Defender applies an alert level 
to any suspected malware it detects. You can decide 
whether to remove an item entirely, research it further, 
or let it run because you recognize it.

Review quarantined items
If Windows Defender can’t determine whether a de-

tected item is malware or something that you intention-
ally installed, it prevents the software from running but 
quarantines it on your PC so that you can decide later.

Windows XP
Windows XP does not include virus protection.
Click the security icon on the taskbar, or click Start, 

select Control Panel, and then double-click Security 
Center to find out if you have already installed antivirus 
protection from a third party.

Note: On April 8, 2014, Microsoft ended support 
for Windows XP. This means that there will be no new 
security updates available through automatic updating 
for computers that are still running Windows XP.

Also on this date, Microsoft stopped providing Mi-
crosoft Security Essentials for download on Windows 
XP. (If you already have Microsoft Security Essentials 
installed, you will continue to receive antimalware 
signature updates for a limited time, but this does not 
mean that your PC is secure because Microsoft no longer 
provides security updates to help protect it.) 

Blogs
From the 

“Chief Bisi Akande has no reason to shun APC campaigns 
and rallies in Ondo state because every APC aspirant that 
contested the Ondo state governorship primary in Sep-
tember has always been his close associate and knew so 
well that he is being treated from one hospital to another 
in the USA, the U.K. and in Nigeria since last April”. Lani 
Baderinwa, Bisi Akande’s media aide.
“I am now a part-time resident of Abuja these days (in order) 
to ensure my people get justice and I know the injustice will 
not stand. If you have not collected your PVCs, make sure 
you collect them. It is sure that the injustice against Jegede 
will not stand. So, collect your PVCs to enable you vote for 
Jegede. He will contest the election and win the election.” 
Olusegun Mimiko, Ondo State Governor.
“Anybody with a plan for Nigeria cannot come into power 
and within the spate of a year, plunge the largest economy 
on the continent into recession. They have actually dev-
astated the economy of Nigeria but they kept blaming the 
PDP. But the fact remains that as of May 29, 2015, Nigeria 
was the largest economy in Africa and as of May 2016, 
we have become a nation of sorrow.” Emmanuel Njiwah, 
vice-chairman, North-East.
 

Numbers
N95bn
Nigeria plans to sell N95bn ($301.8m) of bonds on 
November 16, the Debt Management Office said 
on Friday.

€15m
The Head of EU Delegation, Amb Michel Arrion, says 
the EU will spend €15m to commence studies on the 
Lagos-Abidjan link road. 


