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Dear SGroup General Assembly Representatives and dear Liaison Officers,  
Dear colleagues and dear friends of SGroup in global HE,  
Dear academic colleagues and dear students of our member universities,  

On behalf of the SGroup - Universities in Europe I would like to wish all of you health, happiness and peace in 
a smoother 2021 that still appears, however and unfortunately,  to continue confronting us with hard 
restrictions and terrible losses and is thus shaping up to be as challenging as the year that we have just left 
behind.  

We are experiencing a watershed moment for our planet and our societies in general, and for global higher 
education in particular.  

The disruptive force of COVID-19 has accelerated a digital transformation, which demands resilience, creativity 
and flexibility from all of us. 

Strong, trustworthy, productive and sustainable collaborative networks, such as the SGroup - Universities in 
Europe are more important than ever, especially in times of crisis, because together we can we can extend our 
list of concrete achievements, overcome tremendous obstacles and help to lead the way to a better higher 
education area.  

Together we can tackle many challenging issues with greater intensity and balance, such as the impact on 
European higher education of Brexit and the UK leaving Erasmus to name but two. Furthermore, we can ensure 
that our voices are heard by policy makers everywhere by participating actively in shaping policy and trends in 
global higher education through joint projects and the collective development of promising practices and 
methodologies and path-breaking knowledge transfer initiatives.  

We have the opportunity and obligation to be responsibly innovative and make global higher education less 
elitist by enabling more digital access for all talent worldwide and by adding a complementary virtual 
component to intercultural experience and internationalisation at home, thus making higher education a 
change agent for society and more sustainable and environmentally friendly. 

However, we also need to keep a feasible, reasonable and healthy balance between virtual and physical 
formats in research, teaching, student and staff exchanges and global collaboration in order to meet the needs 
of face-to-face human interaction and personal intercultural growth and truly bring the global to the local and 
the local to the global. 

I would like to invite all of you to continue actively supporting and participating in our pioneering activities and 
productive events, such as the SGroup Think Tank Academy and our numerous projects. They help to shape 
global higher education within Europe and beyond, focusing on a holistic and ethical framework for responsible 
and sustainable higher education in a well-balanced hybrid digital and physical equilibrium of global and ‘glocal’ 
engagement in the interest of an urgently needed comprehensive internationalisation for society. 

I would like to close on a cautiously optimistic note for the New Year: let it be Happy, Healthy and Better. Please 
stay safe and engaged in SGroup. I hope with all my heart to see you all in person very soon and definitely 
during our annual meetings in October in Santander (Spain)! 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

Dr Arnim Heinemann             

SGroup President 
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