
7 November Year B

On the Thirty-second Sunday in Ordinary Time, Mark’s Gospel has us listen to Jesus contrast a scribe (the 
professional interpreters of the law in his day) who enjoys honors for himself, with a poor widow who 
donates to the temple poor box the little she has. The woman’s generous heart must have moved him deeply.

Tuesday is the Feast of the Dedication of the Lateran Basilica in Rome. Wednesday is the Memorial of 
Saint Leo the Great, Pope and Doctor of the Church and Thursday is the Memorial of Saint Martin of Tours, 
Bishop. Friday is the Memorial of Saint Josaphat, Bishop and Martyr. Saturday we remember the saint 
known as Mother Cabrini, Saint Frances Xavier Cabrini, Virgin.

As we draw toward the end of the liturgical year, our first reading this week is taken from Wisdom, a book 
written to encourage a downtrodden Jewish community. The vivid imagery offers us a view of the glory and 

justice of the Lord. “The souls of the just are in the hand of God, and no torment shall touch them.”

In Luke’s Gospel, Jesus turns his focus away from the Pharisees and back to his followers. “If your brother 
sins, rebuke him; and if he repents, forgive him.” He tells them the duties of discipleship, asking if a master 
should be grateful to a servant who does what is commanded. “So should it be with you.” We read of the 
curing the ten lepers - yet only one returns to give thanks. “Stand up and go; your faith has saved you.” He 
also tells us that we should not spend our lives looking for the coming of the Kingdom “for behold, the 
Kingdom of God is among you.” The Kingdom of God is coming, when we least expect it and, “Whoever 
seeks to preserve his life will lose it, but whoever loses it will save it.” We must “pray always without 
becoming weary.”

As we near the end of the Liturgical Year, we have more “end time” readings. On the Thirty-third Sunday 
in Ordinary Time, we hear about being ready for the end of time. “In the same way, when you see these 
things happening, know that he is near, at the gates.” It is the good news that we can stay alert and will be 
ready when it is our time to recognize the Lord’s coming in our own life’s challenges today.

Daily Prayer This Week

In this process of becoming “Contemplatives in Action” by finding intimacy with God in the background 
of our everyday busy lives, we are seeing more and more clearly that Prayer is not really “saying prayers” 
but is a relationship that needs to be nourished in an ongoing way. No matter how hectic our week is, it is 
easy to think about our daily relationship with Our Father, with Jesus, in the Holy Spirit.

As we look ahead to the landscape of our week - with a few big things coming up, a host of ordinary 
responsibilities, and perhaps several bruised or difficult relationships that trouble us - we can begin to locate 
and formulate into words, the desires in our hearts for our Lord’s help along the way. Perhaps we will have 
time to review a Daily Reflection each day or just the readings of the day. We may only have time to have 
a general sense of the Word of God addressed to us - from last Sunday and what is coming up this coming 
Sunday. That Word will further inform and shape how we will be in an ongoing dialogue with our Lord this 
week.

The rest is about developing the habit of focusing more intentionally on our relationship with our Lord, 
anticipating the events of our day, preparing for them, and letting our Lord be there in it with us. This is 
what helps us to be grateful servants. This is what it is to know that the presence of God is in our midst. This 
is what it takes to be good stewards of all that our Lord has entrusted to us.

So, we ask for what we need and desire, each morning, as soon as we can. We return to that desire, in brief 
moments, throughout the day. At day's end, we give thanks for this gifted relationship that sustained us and 
allowed us to be his disciples this day.

Taken from the "Weekly Guide for Daily Prayer" on the Creighton University's Online Ministries web site: 
http://www.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/online.html

Daily Reflection – 7 November 2021

I look at the examples of the two widows and I am humbled.  A starving mother feeds Elijah even though 
she only has enough to make one last meal for her son and herself.  A woman giving two coins to the 
treasury, and Jesus praises her for giving all she had.  These two individuals, models of courage and faith, 
gave the last of what they had because that was what God called them to do. 

As I go through today’s readings, I question whether I could do what they did:

Do I have the faith and courage to give my last cent?  I recently heard a woman talk about the time when 
she and her husband made the difficult decision to stop farming.  This had been the couple’s only source of            

A poor widow also came and put in two small coins worth a few cents. Calling 
his disciples to himself, he said to them, “Amen, I say to you, this poor widow 
put in more than all the other contributors to the treasury. For they have all 
contributed from their surplus wealth, but she, from her poverty, has 
contributed all she had, her whole livelihood.” Mark 12: 38-44

Thirty-Second Sunday in Ordinary Time

income, and neither had found a job by the time they received the last harvest check.  They discussed 
reducing or skipping their offering for church, at least until they knew more money was on the way – not 
an irrational consideration – but decided to give their normal tithe as an act of faith that God would provide.  
(He did, of course.)  As difficult as their situation was, the circumstances were even more dire for the 
widow approached by Elijah.  This mother was down to a last meal for her child, yet she responded 
faithfully to Elijah’s request.

Do I bring an offering of the first fruits (Leviticus 23) of my labor, or do I wait to see what is left in my 
account after I pay rent, utilities, bills – and maybe a nice meal and tickets to a ball game?  The temptation 
can be to view what I earn as “my money” with offerings and charitable donations given if and when there 
is money to spare.  The blessing is to remember that everything I have is God’s, and that God will provide 
what I need when I need it – although I have to be reminded of that.  I am blessed to have several people in 
my life who model faithful giving.  I recall a friend years ago who wrote his tithe check whenever he wrote 
a deposit slip (and I am sure he has adjusted now that his paycheck is directly deposited).  I know people 
who budget for gifts to church and charities, and then use that budget while deciding how much they can 
afford when buying a house or car.  (They are also pretty good about living modestly so that they have more 
to give when called to do so.)  I also know of people in the world who can relate closely with the woman 
who was down to her last coins and who responded with similar faith.

Do I treat the other resources God provides as my own or His?  For many, time is a precious resource, and 
our days are filled with conscious and unconscious choices about how to use the time God has given us.  I 
can be so focused on my job that I am oblivious to the signs of someone in need, which causes me to ignore 
a call to love my neighbor.  I can be tempted to guard my personal time (see how I consider it mine, not 
God’s) and resist the Spirit’s prompting to help or serve others.  I can fall asleep watching TV at night, so I 
miss praying before bedtime – and if I was up late enough, I may stay in bed a little longer, which causes 
me to rush through my time reading these reflections.  Although it has been several years since my children 
were young, I recall how often sports tournaments or other extracurricular activities conflicted with church 
or community service; and trying to balance those competing commitments can be hard. 

Do I pass when called to do something seemingly small while I wait for an opportunity to do something big 
or impressive?  I recently watched a movie in which a wife and husband fought about his work/life balance 
(or imbalance).  She presented him with a hypothetical scenario: The husband learns that his wife is being 
held hostage at the same time a bomb has been placed at the building where he works.  He can either save 
her life or the building, but not both.  The husband responds angrily that this is a ridiculous situation that 
would never happen.  She replies, “But that is exactly my point.  It is never one big dramatic choice.  It is 
little, vague situations every single day and you’re either there or you’re not.”  It occurs to me that I treat 
my relationship with God the same way.  I keep getting distracted by demands of my career, other 
commitments or my own desires, when I should be available for the little, vague situations that God places 
before me every single day.  I keep thinking that I will get around to doing something impressive, when in 
reality I am called to give what I have with the awareness that God will do the impressive, miraculous work.  
I may one day be called to do something on a grand scale, but any success that results will not be because 
I am self-sufficient, it will be because God is my sufficiency.

The famous acting teacher Konstantin Stanislavski once said, “There are no small parts, only small actors.”  
A successful play or movie requires every performer, including the person with only one line, to give his or 
her very best.  With God, the small parts are extremely important, because those are the individuals He uses 
to work miracles, just like the starving widow who fed Elijah.  I don’t have to wait for something major.  I 
don’t have to wait until I am down to my last two coins or the last bit of food in the cupboard.  I do have to 
give myself fully and completely to God.

As you consider this, I invite you to listen to These Alone Are Enough, Dan Schutte’s beautiful song based 
on the Prayer of St. Ignatius.

Source: https://onlineministries.creighton.edu/CollaborativeMinistry/110721.html
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SPP PARISH NEWS

THE CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION The Chapel of the Incarnation will be open for private 
adoration every Friday from Noon to 5.00pm  from 12 Nov 2021 onwards. Worshippers registered at the 
parish of SPP on MARS can book using the following link: https://forms.gle/gCYh546njjrYnNQV6

MASS BOOKINGS FOR NOVEMBER Do note that the MARS platform for our Parish is now opens for 
November bookings (Tuesday) at 9.00am. Please only book Masses that you’re able to attend.

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - Confessions dates for the month of November and December 
are still availiable. For more information, please refer to myCatholic.sg

NEWS AROUND THE PARISH

NEW AUDIOBOOKS FROM THE DAUGHTERS OF ST PAUL: In his World Mission Sunday 
message, Pope Francis reminds us that “To be on mission is to be willing to think as Christ does, to believe 
with him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters.”As an aid for the synod, a highly 
recommended book is Pope Francis’ encyclical on fraternity and social friendship, Fratelli Tutti, now 
available as an audio book so you can listen to it as you commute, walk, cycle, wherever you are. Also on 
audiobook is Nostra Aetate, the ever relevant Vatican II document on our relationship with other religions. 
Both available on Audible, and wherever great books are heard! Soon also on Spotify and Apple Music. 
Fratelli Tutti https://youtu.be/n4cTrWRwJaM Nostra Aetate https://youtu.be/_9QMkt8lmjo Listen to 
samples of both books on Audible shorturl.at/ejlvA 

CREED ON THE STREET Mental Health in Pandemic Times: Solidarity in a Community of Love. 
Virtual event (on Zoom) taking place on Tuesday, 9 November at 7.30pm. "Struggles with mental health 
conditions have become more difficult and widespread during the COVID-19 pandemic. In response to 
this, as part of the Creed on the Street series, Caritas Singapore (Young Adults) and Clarity Singapore are 
organising a virtual night of discussion for young adults to reflect on and discuss young adults' mental 
health concerns in the context of the pandemic and through the lens of Catholic Social Teaching. Do sign 
up and join us!” Jointly organised by Caritas Singapore (Young Adults) and Clarity Singapore. To register 
https://bit.ly/3lEoUX9

New Parish UEN - Please note that from 1 Oct 2021 onwards, the Parish will be using a 
new PayNow Unique Entity Number (UEN). More details may be found below:

UEN   : T08CC4030K
Account Name : Church of SPP Operating Fund

本堂新的UEN号码 - 从10月1日起，本堂将采用新的PayNow 单一机构识别码, 即UEN。
详情如下：

新UEN号码   : T08CC4030K
账号名称   : Church of SPP Operating Fund

GIFT CONTRIBUTIONS- This weekend is the collection for the 
GIFT (Giving in Faith and Thankfulness). Scan the QR code or 
visit https://youtu.be/EhySg--k9vI for the video to learn how your 
contributions fund archdiocesan organisations, projects and 
initiatives that help to build a more vibrant, evangelising and 
missionary Church. Please give regularly via PayNow to 
201231391K (include name and mobile no. or email) and consider 
signing up for a pledge at catholicfoundation.sg/give Video web 
link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EhySg--k9vI QR code



The Holy Infant Jesus of Prague 
Novena Devotion 

Every Thursday
10.00am 

https://www.facebook.com/sppchurchsg/ http://www.youtube.com/c/ChurchofSaintsPeterandPaulSG

tinyurl.com/sppijdevotion

You can send in your petitions and
thanksgiving letters to the link below

Own a limited edition Church of Saints Peter and Paul LEGO set with
Saint Peter and Saint Paul figurines.
拥有一套限量版的乐高圣伯多禄圣保禄堂及乐高圣伯多禄和圣保禄人仔

Enjoy and have fun family time as you build the house of God together. 
All these at only SGD600.00*
只须SGD600.00*, 就能与家人度过欢乐的时光，一同携手建造天主的圣殿。

To place an order, please visit: https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
Instructions for payment will be shared when the form has been received
有兴趣订购，请通过链接 https://tinyurl.com/spp150lego
表格成功被处理后，您将会收到通过PayNow付款的指示

Order now!

*Lights not included. It is for photography purpose only.

Matthew 16:13-19

1870 - 2020

And so I say to you, you are Peter, and upon this rock I will build my 
church, and the gates of the netherworld shall not prevail against it.

limited edition
S$600.00

Fewer than 100 sets left! 
All proceeds go to the church.





To make MASS OFFERINGS

To make contributions to the CHURCH:

To make contributions to the
CARMELITE FRIARS (SINGAPORE)LTD:

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)
Step 1: Make contribution via PayNow using Parish UEN: T08CC4030K

For PayNow Reference, please state “Mass Stipend – <Your Name>”. 
Make a screenshot of the PayNow transaction.

Step 2: Email to sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg with subject title: Mass Offering. 
Please state in email: Date of Mass, Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number.
Please include the screenshot of the PayNow Transaction.

Method 2: via Cheque
On a piece of paper, please state: Date of Mass, 
Name of the Person the Mass is intended for,

the Intention, Your Name (as the requester), Your Contact Number. 

Please crossed cheque and make payable to
“Church of Saints Peter and Paul”
Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street,

Singapore 188551.

(Mass offering contribution/stipend is $10 per Mass per name)

Method 1: via PayNow (online transfer)

Parish UEN: T08CC4030K
Account Name: Church of SPP Operating Fund

Method 2: via Cheque
Please cross cheque and make payable to “Church of Saints Peter and Paul”

Mail cheque to 225A Queen Street Singapore 188551. 

via PayNow (online transfer)
UEN: 201706443H

Please DO NOT 
mail cash.



Church Donations - Please make your cheque payable to:
(i) Church of Sts Peter & Paul:
 for contributions/donations for general maintenance of our Church and Mass offerings 
(ii) Carmelite Friars (S) Ltd:
 for contributions/donations to the Friars Formation and Community
(iii) Soc of St Vincent de Paul (Conf St Peter):
 for donations to the Society of St Vincent de Paul for the poor and needy.

Parish Priest: Rev Fr EDWARD LIM, OCD, Asst Parish Priest: Rev Fr Jeffrey Tan OCD, 
Priests in Residence: Rev Fr TOM CURRAN, OCD, Rev Fr Ferdinand Purnomo, OCD
Parish Office Manager: Elisa Chang, elisa.chang@catholic.org.sg
Parish Secretariat: Jannie Lui, Assistant Secretary: Irene Sim 
Liturgical Co-ordinator: Alex Wong, alexdominic@gmail.com

SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION - For Confession dates, please get update on 
SPP Website, Facebook and The Apostles. Online booking is required.

Sunset Mass : 5.30pm (English)
Sunday Masses : 8.30am (Mandarin), 11.00am (English), 4.00pm (English)
  2.00pm (Cantonese)
Weekday Masses : 7.20am (Wednesday), 6.00pm (Friday)
Infant Jesus Devotion : Thursday, 10.00am - online devotion

Rosary : 4.30pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Intercessory Prayer : 7.15pm (English, Thursday) (SUSPENDED)
Divine Mercy Devotion : 12.30pm (Sunday Mandarin) (SUSPENDED)
Sion Adorers - Holy Hour : 7.45pm - 8.45pm (Saturday) (SUSPENDED)
Hour of Mercy : 3.00pm daily (SUSPENDED)

SECRETARIAT’S OPERATING HOURS:  
Monday to Saturday : 9.00am - 7.00pm 
Sunday : 9.30am - 5.00pm
Public Holidays : Closed

COLUMBARIUM OPENING HOURS: 
Open every Tuesday (2.00pm - 6.00pm). Call the Parish Secretariat for bookings.

CHAPEL OF THE INCARNATION OPENING HOURS
Friday from Noon to 5.00pm. Please refer to the announcement on myCatholic.sg for 
booking the details.

Church of Saints Peter & Paul: 225-A Queen Street, Singapore 188551
Tel: +65 6337 2585   Fax: +65 6334 5414   email: sts_peternpaul@singnet.com.sg   www.sppchurch.org.sg

 

 


