
Water Planning Council Advisory Group 
 

September 18, 2018 Meeting Minutes 
 
A meeting of the Water Planning Council Advisory Group (WPCAG or group) was held at 
the Public Utility Regulatory Authority (PURA), in New Britain, Connecticut. 
 
Members Present: 

Aaron Budris   Naugatuck Valley Council of Governments 
Karen Burnaska  CT Fund for the Environment/Save the Sound 
Josh Cansler   Southeastern CT Water Authority 
Alicea Charamut  Fisheries Advisory Council 
Virginia de Lima  USGS CT Water Science Center  
Len DeJong   Pomperaug River Watershed Coalition 
John Hudak   South Central CT Regional Water Authority  
Patrick Kearney  Manchester Water & Sewer 
Fred Klein   CT Power and Energy Society 
Margaret Miner  Rivers Alliance 
Denise Savageau  CT Association of Conservation Districts 
Tom Tyler   MDC 
 

Members by Phone: 
None 
 

Other Attendees: 
Judy Allen (phone)  Save Our Water CT 
Dan Aubin   DPH 
Jonathan Avery  Hazardville/Jewett City Water Co. 
Mike Emmons   Prides Corner Nursery 
Corinne Fitting  DEEP 
Bryan Hurlburt (phone) CT Farm Bureau 
Linda Kowalski (phone) Kowalski Group 
Dave Kuzminski  Town of Portland 
Gail Lucchina   PURA 
Charles Rothenberger  Rome Smith 
Martha Smith (Alt, phone) Rivers Alliance 
Lori Vitagliano (Alt, phone) South Central CT Regional Water Authority  
Brad Weeks   Kowalski Group 
Bruce Wittchen  OPM 
 

Members Absent: 
Curtis Anderson  Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association 
David Knauf   Darien Health Department  
Dan Lawrence   Aquarion 
Richard Sobolewski  OCC  
Robert Wesneski  Avon Water Company 
vacant    Business & Industry 
vacant    Green Industry 

 
1. Call to Order 

 

http://www.ct.gov/pura/site/default.asp
http://www.nvcogct.org/
http://www.ctenvironment.org/
http://www.waterauthority.org/
http://www.ct.gov/dep/cwp/view.asp?A=2696&Q=322704
http://ct.water.usgs.gov/
http://www.pomperaug.org/
http://www.rwater.com/
http://waterandsewer.townofmanchester.org/
http://www.ctpower.org/
http://www.riversalliance.org/
http://www.conservect.org/connecticut-association-of-conservation-districts/
http://www.themdc.com/
http://www.ct.gov/dph/
http://www.ct.gov/deep
http://www.ct.gov/pura
http://www.ct.gov/opm/cwp/view.asp?a=2990&q=385462&opmNav_GID=1807%20
http://www.cicaweb.org/
http://www.darienct.gov/content/28025/28541/default.aspx
http://aquarion.com/
http://www.ct.gov/occ/site/default.asp
https://www.avonwater.com/
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The meeting was called to order at 1:35. 
 
 

2. Agenda Review  
 
There were no additions or other changes to the agenda. 

 
3. Approval of Minutes 

 
A motion was made and seconded to approve the minutes of the August 21, 2018 and the 
motion was approved unanimously, with John Hudak and Len DeJong abstaining 
because they had not attended the meeting. 
 

4. WPCAG membership and mission 
 

a. Nominating Committee 
 

John Hudak said Josh Cansler provided an update to the WPC at last week’s meeting 
and WPC members complimented the committee on its work.  He added that the 
WPC discussed the recommendations to maintain the current 20-member size of the 
WPCAG and the question of how to fill the currently-vacant position for a 
representative of the state’s businesses. 
 
John said WPC members Jack Betkoski and Betsey Wingfield were very supportive of 
appointing a representative of the CT Nursery & Landscape Association (CNLA) or 
the CT Association of Golf Course Superintendents (CAGCS) to represent the state’s 
businesses.  Josh Cansler said that the other members did not voice any opposition to 
doing that.  He said the discussion was all over map at first, but the members agreed 
with the WPCAG’s recommendations for the total number of members and 
categories. 
 
Karen Burnaska commended Josh and the rest of the committee’s members and said 
she supports the recommended structure.  She noted that she doesn’t support having 
CNLA be the business representative because the WPCAG already has a member who 
represents a water-intensive business.  She would prefer to find someone who 
represents broader business interests. 
 
Virginia de Lima asked if someone representing a non-water intensive business 
would have the same level of interest and be an active participant.  Karen said the CT 
Economic Resource Center (CERC) and the state’s larger chambers of commerce 
have not yet been contacted to gauge their interest and there was further discussion 
of issues regarding business representation. 
 
Brad Weeks introduced Mike Emmons of Prides Corner Farms, who CNLA has 
nominated to represent the organization if the WPC chooses to appoint a CNLA 
representative to the WPCAG.  Brad added that Mike, as an employee of a major 
nursery, has a vested interest in the state’s waters and would be an active member of 
the WPCAG.  Mike mentioned that he has been in the industry for 35 years. 
 
There was further discussion of whether a representative of CNLA can adequately 
represent the broader interests of state businesses.  Brad pointed out that Mike was 

https://www.cnla.biz/
https://cagcs.com/
https://www.cerc.com/
https://www.cerc.com/
http://www.officialusa.com/stateguides/chambers/connecticut.html
https://www.pridescorner.com/
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also recommended for the position by Eric Brown, who previously represented 
the  CT Business & Industry Association’s (CBIA’s) on the WPCAG. 
 
Len DeJong asked Brad Weeks if CNLA is committed to active participation on the 
WPCAG and there was a discussion of the lapse in its participation following the 
departure of CNLA’s previous representative.  Brad apologized for that lapse on 
behalf of CNLA and there was a discussion of communication issues during that 
time.  Mike Emmons expressed his commitment to participating on behalf of CNLA. 
 
Margaret Miner said the CBIA is interested in the state’s water planning.  She 
pointed out that CBIA is active at the legislature and said CBIA undermined the 
water plan compromise reached during the session.  To avoid that in the future, she 
wants a commitment that the WPCAG’s business representative can be assumed to 
have represented the business community’s interests. 
 
Linda Kozlowski said she has spoken with CBIA and they support having CNLA 
represent broader business interests.  John Hudak said he would like to avoid 
proceeding with that position being vacant, given that they have a willing candidate 
who is supported by at least two WPC members. 
 
Denise Savageau said CNLA has a lot to offer and is very different from 
the Connecticut Irrigation Contractors Association (CICA), the water-intensive 
business group currently represented on the WPCAG.  She added that CNLA can be 
very helpful in getting the word out about conservation practices.  Denise also said 
CBIA’s approach is more about opposition to regulations than interest in ensuring 
water is available in the future. 
 
Fred Klein asked about if it is necessary for general agriculture and CNLA to both be 
represented.  Denise Savageau said residential landscaping is a key component of the 
state’s water use and much must be done about that.  She said there should be a 
broader dialog about conservation and mentioned that nursery growers are a major 
component of the state’s agriculture.  Josh Cansler agreed that those sectors overlap, 
but there is similar overlap between other sectors represented on the WPCAG. 
 
Len DeJong said he is concerned about the disconnect between CNLA and CBIA 
because of the implications Margaret has raised.  There was a discussion of the 
possibility of modifying the committee’s report and the timing of when vacancies are 
to be filled.  Josh Cansler reminded the group that two WPC members strongly 
support the inclusion of CNLA and there was further discussion. 
 
Karen Burnaska made a motion to proceed with the business position remaining 
vacant and Virginia de Lima seconded the motion.  Alicea Charamut read the slate of 
members and there was further discussion of the slate and of how to present it to the 
WPC.  John Hudak pointed out that the WPC has not voted to accept the report yet 
and recommended the complete report be submitted, without the vacancy. 
 
There was further discussion of the motion and John Hudak said CNLA is a good 
representative for water intensive industry.  Margaret Miner asked what the 
expectations will be for CNLA to function as liaison to CBIA.  John Hudak noted that 
CBIA had not been a regular participant in the WPCAG and noted WPC Chair 
Betkoski’s strong support for CNLA to be represented.  Virginia de Lima pointed out 

https://www.cbia.com/
http://www.cicaweb.org/
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that the WPCAG encourages anyone to participate in its discussions, whether or not 
they are a member. 
 
Denise Savageau said she would like to make a motion to present a full slate of 
WPCAG members to the WPC, including CNLA.  There was a discussion of the 
appropriate procedure to follow and whether Denise should offer her proposal as an 
amendment to the original motion. 
 
Margaret Miner said CNLA’s inclusion as a member should be contingent on CNLA 
being liaison to CBIA and Linda Kowalski said CNLA will do that.  There was a 
discussion of recent efforts to get CBIA to participate directly.  Virginia de Lima 
withdrew her second of Karen Burnaska’s original motion and Karen withdrew her 
motion. 
 
Denise made a motion to advance the slate, with CNLA included, and Josh Cansler 
seconded the motion.  Margaret Miner offered an amendment that CNLA be liaison 
to CBIA and Linda Kowalski said CNLA will do that.  Len DeJong seconded the 
amendment. 
 
Denise Savageau pointed out that other industries are represented on the WPCAG 
and the onus should not be on CNLA to communicate with business and industry.  
Linda Kowalski reiterated that CNLA will keep the lines of communication open with 
CBIA.  The amendment passed unanimously, with Denise Savageau abstaining.  
Alicea Charamut read the original motion, noting CNLA’s inclusion in the slate of 
members, and the motion was approved unanimously. 
 
John Hudak said this will be brought to the WPC’s October meeting and Josh Cansler 
recommended that the WPCAG only send the slate.  John said he can prepare a one-
pager for the WPC and there was a discussion of that transmittal. 
 

5. State Water Plan 
 
a. State water plan implementation framework and planning committee 

 
John Hudak referred to the implementation report reviewed by the WPC at its 
August meeting and approved at its meeting this month.  He reminded everyone that 
the WPCAG has been directed to begin identifying possible candidates for the 
proposed Implementation Committee.  Karen Burnaska and Virginia de Lima are 
preparing a letter that will be distributed widely through existing distribution lists. 
 
Virginia said the WPCAG should discuss the clause regarding the desire to avoid 
burdening WPCAG members when designating people to that committee.  She 
believes this point should be made in the solicitation letter.  There was a discussion 
of the implication of doing that and of providing a detailed background regarding the 
planning effort. 
 
John Hudak recommended drafting something that can be sent to the WPC for a 
quick review.  There was further discussion and Alicea Charamut mentioned that she 
is trying to identify an outdoor group that will actively participate.  Virginia said the 
WPC will make the appointments and described the expected process.  There was 
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further discussion of expectations for that committee, including categories to be 
represented and the need to maintain balanced group. 

 
b. Implementation Work Group 

 
There was no further discussion. 
 

c. Implementation Priorities 
 
John Hudak identified progress regarding some of the identified priorities.  The 
WPC’s Betsey Wingfield announced that the registrants’ work group has been formed 
as required by Sec. 2 of PA 04-185.  He also mentioned that final edits are being 
made in the update of the current state drought plan.  There was a discussion of the 
state’s approach in drought planning. 

 
6. Old Business 

 
a. Water Utility Coordinating Committee (WUCC) update 

 
There was a brief discussion of the WUCC plan adoption process.  Margaret Miner 
noted that the comment deadline is approaching.  
 

7. New Business 
 
a. Other 

 
Dave Kuzminski said the CT Section of the American Water Works Association is 
holding a sustainability workshop on 9/24 and described the program and 
registration process. 

 
8. WPCAG Work Groups 

 
a. Watershed Lands Work Group 

 
Karen Burnaska said she and Margaret Miner need to find a date for the next 
meeting. 
 

b. Other work group assignments and updates 
 
There were no updates. 

 
9. WPCAG Member Comment 
 
Alicea Charamut said she and Margaret Miner asked the WPC about the proposed CT 
Water Co/San Jose Water transaction.  They subsequently sent letters, as individuals, 
not WPCAG members, requesting that the WPC find a way that it can consider public 
comment regarding PURA cases having implications for state water planning. 
 
Fred Klein said the state’s existing regulatory structure for change of control provides an 
opportunity for the public to submit comments to the jurisdictional agencies.  He does 

https://www.cga.ct.gov/asp/cgabillstatus/cgabillstatus.asp?selBillType=Public+Act&which_year=2004&bill_num=185
https://www.ct.gov/waterstatus/lib/waterstatus/Drought_Preparedness_&_Response_Plan.pdf
https://portal.ct.gov/DPH/Drinking-Water/WUCC/Water-Utility-Coordinating-Committee
http://www.ctawwa.org/
http://ctawwa.org/images/meeting/092418/sustainability_conference_flyer.docx
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not know what jurisdiction the WPC would have for such a case.  Alicea said concerns 
have been raised about that system and that the public should be able to go to the WPC. 
 
There was a discussion of the expected role of the WPC and Alicea said the WPC should 
be able to provide a public forum and not have to censor the public.  Margaret said there 
are important issues to consider regarding the proposed change of control, including 
what the resulting structure will be and who people will be dealing with afterwards.  She 
said the state does not have a vision for what we want in this situation. 
 
Alicea said most of the docketed materials regarding the proposed change are business-
related.  Denise Savageau described the process during the Kelda purchase in her part of 
the state and said PURA would not consider conservation or land implications.   PURA 
only considered the business model and the WPC can look more broadly. 
 
There were no further WPCAG member comments. 
 

10. Public Comment 
 
Jonathan Avery said he would be interested in serving on the WPCAG in the future.  
There was a discussion of current positions and Josh Cansler noted that the position 
Jonathan is interested in is proposed to be eliminated when the current member retires.  
He noted that the intent is to improve the balance between representatives of out-of-
stream and in-stream interests. 
 
John Hudak noted that a number of trade-offs were made in the WPCAG’s proposed 
membership structure, but he encourages Jonathan to attend meetings and participate.  
There was further discussion of roles for non-members and Jonathan noted that he will 
be retiring in the future and is willing to serve on committees. 
 
Denise Savageau mentioned the relationship between watershed protection and water 
quality.  She said the focus of nonpoint source (NPS) funding through the Sec. 319 
program has been to delist impaired waters.  She noted the importance of nutrient 
management on the landscape and said climate change will make this a bigger problem. 
 
Denise said the WPC should integrate NPS planning with the state’s water plan.  The best 
approach is to protect water before it is impaired.  She said a lot of money goes towards 
nutrient management and Long Island Sound water quality and there should be more 
dialogue about various approaches.  Denise recommended a small work group be 
established to look at this and added that the farm bill will have a water quality section.  
Len DeJong said watershed organizations should be included. 
 

11. Future Meeting Date 
 
The next WPCAG meeting is scheduled for Tuesday, October 16, 2018, at PURA. 
 

12. Adjourn 
 
The meeting adjourned at 3:12 p.m. 

 
 
Minutes prepared by Bruce Wittchen, OPM 

https://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2719&q=325588&deepNav_GID=1654
https://www.ct.gov/deep/cwp/view.asp?a=2719&q=325588&deepNav_GID=1654

