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Get to know this incredible and iconic landmark

Secrets of the Golden Gate 
Bridge

One of your favorite “landmarks” in the library is an outdoor reading 
garden. On your way there, you wonder what books might be avail-
able about other kinds of landmarks. You ask the librarian, and she 
points you in the right direction. Bridges, mountains, monuments! 
There are all kinds. You grab a book with a beautiful photo of a bridge 
surrounded by fairy tale fog. You take a seat in the garden and get 
reading. 

Snap this! The Golden Gate 
Bridge in San Francisco is one of 
the most photographed bridges 
in the world. What inspires so 
much awe? The bridge is high dra-
ma with its long, sweeping cables 
suspended 200 feet above the wa-

ter. It stands 746 feet tall and is often shrouded in rolling, thick fog. 

This bridge is a marvel. The roadway hangs from super strong cables 
attached to an 83,000-ton steel structure anchored in 98 million 
pounds of concrete. But one thing the Golden Gate Bridge is not? 
Golden! The bridge is painted orange to be super visible in all that 
fog. The name actually refers to the water that flows underneath it: 
the Golden Gate Strait. The strait is the deep, churning, mile-wide 
channel that connects the Pacific Ocean and the San Francisco Bay. 

FU N FACT

Coyotes, skunks, raccoons, 
and squirrels have been 
known to cross the 
Golden Gate Bridge. 
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Steeped in Fog and History

The Golden Gate Bridge first opened to traffic in 1937. It connects 
San Francisco to Marin County north of the city. Construction of 
the bridge took years, employed thousands of workers, and cost $35 
million. 

To keep workers safe during the bridge’s construction, the site in-
cluded a massive safety net. Thanks to this important safety mea-
sure, 19 workmen survived falls from high above the water.

Brave workers still labor to 
keep the bridge in tiptop shape. 
A group of tightrope-walking 
painters touch up the paint on ca-
bles and steel towers daily. Their 
diligence keeps the bridge from 
rusting.

The bridge also has some lesser-known, more recent history. In 1985, 
a local dentist was the one billionth driver to cross the bridge. He was 
honored with a construction hard hat and a case of champagne. 

DID YOU KNOW?

In summer, the fog 
season, the bridge’s 
horns sometimes blare 
for five hours at a time.

The Golden Gate Bridge at sunset
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Earthquakes? No Prob.

Things can get wild on the bridge—like when an ostrich broke out of 
a vehicle. The escapade to safely round up the bird created an awful 
traffic jam. But earthquakes, common in California, cause little dis-
turbance. The bridge is built to withstand even serious seismic rum-
blings. Because of its location in prime earthquake territory, bridge 
engineers used a flexible design. The bridge can withstand tremors 
and shakes without disrupting traffic. 

The Golden Gate Bridge in San Francisco

The bridge has closed to traffic fewer than 10 times during its life-
time, including three times because of high winds. Once, a landslide 
made travel impossible at one end. Today, the iconic, beautiful, and 
photogenic structure carries, on average, more than 110,000 vehi-
cles, 10,000 pedestrians, and 6,000 bicycles across the Golden Gate 
Strait every day.


