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INTRODUCTION 

 

‘The Devil’s Highway’, is a name that has been given to the stretch of desert that Mexican 
immigrants have crossed in order to illegally enter the United States.  Many have died trying to 
cross the desert from dehydration and heat stroke.  There are six stages of heat illness and 
dehydration, heat stress, heat fatigue, heat fever, heat cramps, heat exhaustion, and finally heat 
stroke.  Heat stress, the first stage, has been suffered by many of us when we were severely 
sunburnt, and we have been dizzy and stumbled at the end of a long hike.  In the desert the second 
stage of heat fatigue comes next where because you are sweating profusely, and dehydrating even 
by the air you breathe out of your lungs.  The spit in your mouth becomes pasty, your eyes become 
dry and scratchy, and you begin to breathe heavier.  Next is heat fever where you experience a 
fever and become dizzy and delirious, and your thinking becomes impaired at this point.  Fourthly 
comes the heat cramps, where because your body has been dumping salt, your muscles begin to 
cramp and you become clumsy and cause minor injuries to yourself, eighty percent of people can 
survive if they are treated at this point.  Fifthly comes heat exhaustion here your body is reaching 
it’s end you are experiencing headaches, high fever, vomiting, and hallucinations.  Then there is the 
final stage of hyperthermia, by now your heart is pumping hard and fast trying to move your thick 
blood through your veins, those with poor heart conditions would have died by now.  Blood 
capillaries send a rush of blood to the skins surface to try and fight the rising temperature of your 
body now that your sweat has run out.  This causes your skin to become extremely tender, and 
some have been found naked having stripped of their clothes to relieve the sensitivity of their skin.  
With the high temperatures and no water your organs begin shutting down until finally you die.  
Some have died in a short period of time some died within a few days.  The reason I am sharing 
these facts with you is to highlight the need for water while living in the desert.  With that in mind 
lets turn to Psalm 63. 
 
David’s desire for God (V1) 

 
As we look down at the Psalm we must take note of the small print heading found directly above it, 
this heading gives us some clues as to when the psalm was written, it reads “A psalm of David.  
When he was in the Desert of Judah.”  David was in the Desert, fleeing for his life from his son 
Absalom.  His words are especially striking because in the desert where ones greatest need is water, 
David’s greatest need and longing is after God himself.  Lets look at verse one to immerse ourselves 
in David’s desire for God. 
 
“O God, you are my God”.  When we speak of our relationship to God we normally speak of God as 
the one who owns us, that we are his possession, and of coarse that is true.  However time and time 
again David speaks of God as his, as a possession of his.  Is this a sentimental assumption?  No!  This 
is bold faith, a faith that understands the covenant that God has made with his people.  You see God 
says: Jeremiah 30:22 “And you shall be my people, and I will be your God."  Ezekiel 36:28  “You shall 
dwell in the land that I gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your 
God.”(ESV).  God has given himself to his people to be their God, that means he expects us to look to 
him and rely on him.  David begins his song with the firm assurance that God is his, that God has 



promised himself to his people like a husband to a wife, and David approaches God with confidence 
because of it. 
 
But then we get to the heart of David’s desire, he says in V1, “earnestly I seek you”, ‘How 
earnestly?’, you might ask.  David tells God that he wants him more than water, that not only his 
soul, but his whole being is desperate for God.  I hope that in light of what we have said about 
dehydration in the desert, that you can appreciate the intensity of David’s desire, he really, really 
wants God.  And so we come to the first challenge of this psalm, how desperate are you for God? 
 
While in the desert David saw his greatest need, as not what is normally expected to be ones 
greatest need, water, but rather God.  What about you, you are sick on a hospital bed, what do you 
think your greatest need is?  Is it a doctor, medicine, visitors, or God?  Although all these other 
things are good and necessary your greatest need is God.  Especially if you are not a Believer in 
Jesus Christ, before you die, you need the forgiveness that God gives through believing in his Son.  
And if you are a believer you need his comfort, for pain is easier to endure than emptiness, and 
despair; But God can bring hope and meaning to your suffering.  David was in a desert, you may be 
in financial straits, a family crisis, having job problems etc., take a leaf out of David’s book and learn 
the lesson that God is your greatest need.  This means that you should seek him earnestly in prayer, 
and wait upon him, as well as try all the other things you need to do to sort out your situation.  
Some are tempted to skip Church and quiet times attempting to sort out their problems, but not 
David. 
 
However for me the greatest lesson is to teach us what we should be hungry for.  In our twenty first 
century, we are spoilt for choice in all the modern conveniences that we have, yet in spite of all that 
we have we are more discontented than ever.  We envy, covet, lust, have greed, and yearn for 
excess indulgence, we always try and satisfy the desires of our flesh, but we never hunger for God.  
It takes looking at a man like David in an extreme situation, who has his priorities right, to wake us 
up to what we should be chasing in this life.  It is a shame upon the Church when Christians will 
stay away from the services to watch a TV program, it is a shame upon the Christian who will desire 
everything more than God’s word.  David’s hunger for God is a welcome reality check, for where we 
should be at.  Do you want God more than that successful business and career, do want God more 
than that relationship with that gorgeous person, more than life itself, for it is only true life to 
know and want him?    
 
David had been driven out of his comfortable palace, he was living in fear of his life as his son 
Absalom was chasing him, he was having to rough it every day and night in the extreme climate 
changes of the desert.  And it was here in the worst place that David experiences the best desires. 
There are no higher words of human devotion to God in the Bible, some as equally committed, but 
none better.  Perhaps, you are listening to me and you are having one of the following responses.  
Nick you are a fanatic that is not how we should be Christians, we are simply supposed to include 
God in our lives to help us along, not allow him to dominate us so that we are consumed by him like 
some religious freak.  Well, I have some news for you, you are supposed to be fanatical about God.  
The Holy Spirit wrote these words of human devotion as a model for you to copy and strive for.  God 
is not content to be in your life as second best to any thing, it is sin to have God as second best to 
anything, for we are to love him with all our hearts soul, mind and strength.  To break this law is to 
break the greatest commandment.  Maybe, you are sitting there thinking, the only thing I have ever 
desired like that was drink, or sex, or money, or fame, you are sitting here and you have never 
known the desire for God that the Bible is talking about.  Well, then you need to become a Christian.  
I don’t mean someone that merely goes to Church and says a couple of prayers.  A Christian does 
those things, but a Christian is someone who has had the Holy Spirit come into their lives and do a 
miracle in them.  The Holy Spirit can give you a new heart that hates sin and loves God, a heart that 
pains when you sin, and rejoices in God.  That is a Christian, if you know that that change has not 
taken place in your life, well, then you must come before God in prayer, ask him to forgive your sins 
because Jesus has died for them, to give you new life, the gift of the Holy Spirit, and to help you live 



a new life in him.  However, for most of us we are thinking, I know that hunger, but I have lost it, 
how do I get it again?  And in order for us to see how David got his hunger, and how we can revive 
ours we need to look at verses 2 and 3. 
 
David’s knowledge of God (V2)  

 

Verse 2 reveals to us that David had a deep knowledge of who God is.  David had been graced by 
God, who revealed himself to him, and David saw God’s power and glory.  Now some of you may be 
thinking sarcastically, that’s great, all I need is for God to reveal his power and glory, and then I’ll 
be ok.  We are not dependent upon profound spiritual experiences to go forward in our spiritual 
lives, most of us will probably never have an experience like David’s, but we can know God better 
than David ever did. 
 
The first thing we need to do when we are thinking about David’s, or any OT person’s experience of 
the Lord, we must always remember that we live in the NT, and so we have certain benefits that 
they never had.  Namely, we have both the Old and New Testaments, where David didn’t even have 
all of the books of the OT.  We have the permanent indwelling of the Holy Spirit, where their 
experience was certainly less than ours.  We have the revelation of Jesus Christ, we have seen all the 
promises and promises fulfilled, we have seen a bigger thing than the Exodus, and every true 
believer has experienced that salvation personally and knows the power of the Lord.  We have the 
ministries of the Church, where the Word of God is preached on a regular basis, this should not be 
scorned for when Paul speaks to the Galatians about what they heard through preaching he says 
this, “Before your very eyes Jesus was portrayed as crucified” (Gal. 3:1).  God speaks through the 
preaching of his Word.  We have advances in science, so where David would look up at the stars 
without a telescope, and revel in the power of God, we can be more dumbfounded than he was due 
to what has been discovered. 
So with that in mind lets look then at God’s power and glory, and see how we can know things that 
David could not, in order to revive our deep thirst for God. 
 
David’s experience of God’s power was from nature, the Exodus, Goliath, the providence of God that 
delivered him from Saul, etc.  How can we see God’s power better than that?  Well, on a clear 
moonlit night if David looked up at the stars he with his naked eye, if he had the patience would 
count around three thousand stars.  Galileo with his telescope saw about thirty thousand stars.  But 
with modern technology today we are able to estimate that the milky way alone has 200 thousand 
million stars, that means that if you counted three stars per second for a hundred years you would 
only be five percent through the total amount (Werner Gitt, Stars and their purpose, p15-16).  It is 
with new meaning that we can declare, “The heavens declare the glory of God”.  What about a great 
saving event like the Exodus, or the slaying of giants like Goliath, how do we have better than that?  
Well, the ministry of Jesus Christ has greater miracles than the ten plagues, and the giants of Satan, 
sin and death have been slain.  And so we could go on. 
 
David saw less of God’s glory than we do.  Lets say for arguments sake that David saw a light in the 
sanctuary, perhaps the glory cloud that is sometimes spoken of in the OT.  Now, David would not 
have seen the full glory of God, but a filtered, tailored one so that David’s eyes wouldn’t be burned 
out there sockets, his skin ripped off his bones, and be reduced to nothing more than dust.  God 
revealed to Moses that man cannot see him and live.  So let me ask you which is better: to see the 
light David saw, or love of God manifest in the ultimate sacrifice of his own Son; the glory cloud or 
the wisdom of God who by the death of his son on the cross is able to punish a sinners sin with 
death yet the sinner does not die but is rewarded with eternal life?  The pillar of fire and cloud, or 
God became man born of a virgin?  It is in Jesus Christ that the glory of God is most brightly painted, 
for he is the exact image of his glory.  We see more of God’s glory in the cross than in the crossing of 
the red sea.  We see his grace, his mercy, his holiness, his justice, his love, his wisdom more 
perfectly here than in any other thing.  We are able to know more of God’s glory than David.  We 
cant envy David, because he would envy us. 



 
So now we can see it is not for a lack of knowledge that our hunger for God suffers, that knowledge 
is right in front of us.  The problem is not with what God has provided but what we have done with 
it.  We don’t study the Bible for growth in knowledge, we skim read.  We don’t go to Bible studies 
and both services on a Sunday.  We don’t make use of the mountains of resources of books and 
study materials we have access to.  There are websites that offer free sermons, books, even DVDs.  
Instead it’s movies, TV, sports, hobbies, careers, holidays etc which take up our time and our 
interest.  If you have seen that you have lost your hunger, and you desire to get yourself back on 
coarse, it will involve learning more about God, and this will involve time, effort, sacrifice, and 
dedication.  Just as physical exercise builds up hunger and thirst, so does working hard at knowing 
God develops a hunger and thirst for him. 
 
David’s experience of God (V3) 

 
Verse 3 gives us more background as to why David was so thirsty for God.  “Because your love is 
better than life”.  Having tasted God’s love David cant get enough, he wants more, he is instantly 
addicted.  What does astound me as I read this verse is that David is running for his life, and living 
in poor conditions, yet his heart is still pouring out praise because of the richness of God’s love to 
him.  David is truly experiencing God’s love in a profound way. 
 
This experience is not unique to David alone, here is the record of Sarah Edwards, Jonathan 
Edwards wife, it all began while another was praying and quoting part of Romans 8:34-35  “Who is 
to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than that, who was raised— who is at the right 
hand of God, who indeed is interceding for us.   Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or sword?”(ESV).  She 
writes: “They appeared to me with undoubted certainty as words of God, and as words which God 
did pronounce concerning me.  I had no more doubt of it than I had of my being…I cannot find 
language to express how certain this appeared—the everlasting mountains and hills were but 
shadows to it.  My safety, and happiness, and eternal enjoyment of God’s immutable [unchangeable] 
love, seemed as durable and unchangeable as God himself.  Melted and overcome by the sweetness 
of this assurance, I fell into a great flow of tears…The whole world, with all it’s enjoyments and all 
it’s troubles, seemed to be nothing: My God was my all, my only portion…”  This experience of hers 
continued into the night. 
“That night, which was Thursday night, Jan.28, was the sweetest night I ever had in my life.  I never 
before, for so long a time together, enjoyed so much of the light, and rest, and sweetness of heaven 
in my soul…The great part of the night I lay awake, sometimes asleep, and sometimes sleeping and 
waking.  But all night I continued in a constant, clear, and lively sense of the heavenly sweetness of 
Christ’s excellent and transcendent love, of his nearness to me, and of my dearness to him….I think 
that what I felt each minute, during the continuance of the whole time was worth more than all the 
outward comfort and pleasure which I had enjoyed in my whole life put together.  It was a pure 
delight that fed and satisfied the soul…” (Murray, 194-95).  Do you see a similarity between David’s 
and Sarah’s, both are consumed, hungry and satisfied, elated and worshipful, both are oblivious to 
the bad in their situations because of the wonder they are beholding, because of the experience of 
knowing God’s love.  It is no wonder then that David is so full of worship and desire, it is the only 
natural response to love so perfect. 
 
Once again though I have to stress that although David experienced God’s love, we as Christians 
know it better.  David knew God’s love based on a covenant that promised threats of death for 
disobedience, we are in the New Covenant which guarantees that all those in it will follow God and 
not have to suffer wrath.  David knew God’s love through being personally blessed and appointed 
king in Israel, we are kings and know the King of Kings, David would have given his right arm to be 
where we are.  David never knew the Love of God etched in blood and flesh hanging on a cross, He 
never knew the New Testament working of the Holy Spirit which ministers to our spirits that we 
are children of God.  We are the ones who have witnessed God washing our feet, we are the ones 



who see God exchanging places with us to take our punishment, we are the ones are filled with joy 
‘inexpressible and full of glory’.  David was assured of God’s love because of his confidence that God 
would restore him to his earthly throne and overthrow his enemies, we are assured of greater 
promises than these that include heavenly thrones, and eternal victories.  Brethren I wish I could 
fill you with a vision of that love right now, that my words would somehow carry you up to him and 
you could see it, if you saw all that love at once I am sure you would be overcome, my prayer for 
you is that of Paul’s in Eph. 3:18-19 that you “may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses 
knowledge…” (ESV).  
 
David’s hunger is deep, but it is a poor response to the power, glory and love of God that we have 
tried to communicate.  However, it is as our knowledge of God, and the wonderful pouring out of 
himself for us that we will be overcome, our hearts broken, and provoked from our broken hearts a 
plea for more.  Your God is so perfect, that life is nothing compared with him, beauty is nothing 
compared with him, sin is disgusting and forgotten in the light of his glory.  Seek God, if you are not 
a Christian then come to him, ask for forgiveness and experience that love as it washes you clean.  
And believer if you are his, and even if you are in a desert experience like David was, know, know 
that you are his child, and the mightiest love, from the strongest giver of love, is aiming the 
waterfall of perfect love directly at you. 
 
 

 
     
 
 
     
 
   
 
   
 

 
 

 
 


