
 DAUPHIN COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION 
 

Minutes of the Meeting       June 7, 2021 
 
The regular monthly meeting of the Dauphin County Planning Commission was held 
Monday June 7th, 2021.  The meeting was held in person at the TCRPC Offices at 112 
Market Street, Harrisburg and with participation via Zoom telecommuting software and 
participating in compliance with the provisions authorized under PA Act 15 of 2020.  Vice 
Chairman Mary Gaiski called the meeting to order at 4:05 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Those members present were Mr. Josh First, Ms. Mary Gaiski, Mr. John Kerschner, Mr. 
Gary Lenker, Mr. Fred Lighty, and Mr. Robert Spandler. Also present were Mr. Steve Deck 

and Mr. Jerry Duke of the staff. Guests included Mr. Charlie Courtney, Mr. Joe Dux, Mr. 
Cecil Johnson, and Mr. Brett Zankel. 
 
MINUTES APPROVAL 
 
On a motion by Mr. First, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission approved 6-0 the 
minutes of the May 3, 2021 meeting. 
 
CITIZEN COMMENTS 
 
Ms. Gaiski opened the meeting up to allow guests to provide comments to the Commission.   
 
Mr. Zankel said he was from Clarks Valley and representing the Clarks Creek Watershed 
Association and a group of residents in Middle Paxton Township.  He recognized that the 
Commission had not yet received an application for review, but wished to address the 
Commission regarding a rezoning request made in Middle Paxton Township by the Pocono 
Business Park to rezone a 38 acre parcel from CO (Commercial Office) to CI Commercial 
Industrial with the intent to construct a large warehouse/truck transfer station.  His concerns 
on the potential Middle Paxton Township action consist of the following: it is spot zoning; 
application is legal fiction in they are utilizing a non-existing address; their request is for 
land(?) not owned by the applicant; the application is incomplete as it does not contain 
important information (example provided: no slope information); there are not adequate 
plans to mitigate air quality concerns; and applicant has failed to provide the necessary 
information regarding traffic impacts.  He further raised general concern for the welfare of 

the community from a development of this nature.   
 
Mr. First questioned Mr. Zankel as to what he believed the general population felt regarding 
the development.  Mr. Zankel felt the population is against it and said there was a Facebook 
page which has been established regarding the development.  The comments posted about 
the development are negative.  Mr. Zankel said he was representing the watershed group 
which was not in favor of the project due to the watershed-related issues and other 
community related concerns.  A second question raised by Mr. First was regarding the 
process for the approval and why was it being proposed.  Mr. Zankel did not know other 
than to move it forward for economic purposes.   
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Mr. Kerschner pointed out that the application has not been submitted to the Dauphin 
Planning Commission and that they cannot comment on the application because they have 
not been provided with the necessary information. The Dauphin County Planning 
Commission is not in a position to discuss the matter or provide an opinion on the matter 
Mr. Zankel is addressing.   
 
Mr. Lenker asked Mr. Zankel for clarification on the item he raised regarding the potential 
“crime wave” related to the development.  Mr. Zankel said there would be an increase in 
drug usage in the area and other issues which is often related with trucker associated 
operations. 
 
Mr. Joe Dux addressed the Commission in person and stated his concern with the potential 
rezoning in Middle Paxton Township. He was concerned with traffic increases (which have 

been a problem since the development of RT 322) and also the potential for increased 
flooding.  He said the residents are not in favor of this action. 
 
Mr. Duke and other members of the Commission provided an overview of the application 
and review process on a rezoning request and the role of the Dauphin County Planning 
Commission.  The Planning Commission reviews zoning applications upon receipt of the 
request to do so by the Municipality.  Under the provisions of the MPC, the submittal 
cannot be less than 30 days prior to the municipality’s public hearing.  Upon receipt of the 
information staff prepares a draft recommendation based upon the plans on file for the 
Municipality and for compliance with Dauphin County’s planning goals and objectives.  
The Commission receives the information and then provides their formal review via a 
formal review letter at the public meeting.       
 
There were no other comments from residents on this matter.  
        
TREASURER’S REPORT 
 
On a motion by Mr. Lenker, seconded by Mr. First, the Commission approved 6-0 to 
transfer to TCRPC the Subdivision and Sewage Module review fees in the amount of 
$4,177.50 for May, 2021. The Treasurer’s Report in the form of Financial Statements for the 
month ending May 31, 2021 were accepted for filing and audit. 
 
REPORTS 
 
a. Report of Officers:  No items 

 
b. Communications & Staff Reports:   

One correspondences was received and identified at the meeting.   
a) E-mail dated June 6, 2021 from Brent Zankel, Esq representing the Clark Creek 

Watershed Association.   
 

c. Program Progress Report: March, 2021 (attached) 
 
Mr. Deck said that the TCRPC staff has been working on a number of transportation 
focused projects. This includes the amended draft of the 2045 Regional 
Transportation Plan (RTP), with a public outreach period planned for July and 
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August.  Staff also attended multiple meetings related to the I-81 Improvement 
Strategy and  Mr. Deck is participating as part of a Legislator Briefing on the project 
in the upcoming weeks.  He is also looking to hold a meetings with several 
communities to discuss land use patterns and controls for the I-81 Interchanges.   
 
Mr. Deck also mentioned several other projects, including an update on the county-
wide stormwater planning (Countywide Action Plan (CAP) planning effort). He then 
provided an update on the work completed to date on the TCRPC toolkit.   
 

d. LPA Report: May, 2021 (attached) 
 

Mr. Duke noted that staff is assisting Upper Paxton Township on developing a Large 
Scale Solar Zoning Ordinance.  It is hoped this will be incorporated in to the 

planning toolkit and a model within the model zoning ordinance.   
 
e. Committees: No items.   

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
a. Subdivision/Land Development Matters 
 

1. Reviews/ Comments 
 

On a motion by Mr. Kerschner, seconded by Mr. Spandler, the Commission 
voted 6-0 to ratify staff reviews of the fifteen (15) Subdivisions/Land 
Development Applications. 
 

b. Zoning Amendments  
 

1. Londonderry Township – Triple Crown Corporation – Par Line Golf Course 
Zoning Amendment Request  
 
Mr. Charlie Courtney spoke regarding the application.  He gave background 
information on the application and was available to answer any questions the 
Commission members may have regarding the application.  He said that the 
applicant is seeking to have a text and map change to the zoning ordinance to 
allow a mixed commercial/industrial use in the area which is currently being 
used as a golf course. The area is 130 acres along the corridor currently being 
considered for commercial growth.  It is zoned Agricultural for the golf usage.  
The site is adjacent to the highway and an area of existing commercial (C-2) 
zoning. The map change would rezone the existing golf course site to C-2 
zoning. The text changes would be to allow additional flexible uses, such as 
mini warehouse/ contractor flex space C-2 district. This is not to be a large 
warehouse type development, but for smaller, more flexible types of 
development. If there would be warehousing, it would be at a smaller scale 
than the larger warehouse spaces that has been developed in the area.       
 
Mr. Duke explained the staff’s analysis of the application.  There was a similar 
request made for rezoning the property.  The comment for this review is 
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consistent with what was previously stated:  the Township is encouraged to 
complete their planning process before amending the zoning ordinance.  The 
Township has started the process to develop a comprehensive plan in response 
to the anticipated commercial growth due to expanding sewer service.       
 
On a motion by Mr. First, seconded by Mr. Lenker, the Commission voted 6-
0 to submit to the comments on the proposed amendment as presented by 
staff.     
 

2. Lower Swatara Township  - Wireless Facilities Zoning Amendment  
3. Middletown Borough – 453 Cedar Avenue and East Main Street Zoning 

Amendment  
 

The Commission discussed the applications at the same time and considered 
them under one motion. 
 
On a motion by Mr. Spandler, seconded by Ms. Gaiski, the Commission 
voted 6-0 to submit to the comments on each of the proposed amendments as 
presented by staff.     
 

c. Intergovernmental Reviews  
 

1. East Hanover Township – Community Park Redevelopment Application  
2. Harrisburg City – Capital Area Greenbelt Association – Spring Creek Ivey 

Lane Apartment Site Grant Application  
  
On a motion by Mr. First, seconded by Mr. Kerschner, the Commission voted 
6-0 to indicate plan consistency for each of the applications. 
 

ADDITIONAL ITEMS 
 
 There were no other additional items.  
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 5:06 p.m. The next meeting 

of the Commission is scheduled for 4:00 p.m. on Monday, July 12, 2021 (SECOND 

MONDAY due to the Independence Day Holiday).   
 
The meeting will be in the Dauphin County Veteran’s Memorial Office Building’s Second 
Floor Conference Room for those wishing to meet in person. The meeting will be also 
available to the public and Commission members via Zoom.  

 
Respectfully submitted, 

Josh First 
Josh First 
Secretary 
 


