
This lesson provides an overview of three of the prominent Black Progressives. These 
individuals (except Washington) are also included within the Peacefield History 
stations activity about the Progressive Era. However, I felt that I wanted to have a 
lesson that offered a chance for students to delve more into the philosophy and 
frustrations of Black Progressives. 

Black Progressives have often been held to the sideline of the Progressive 
movement. The racism of white Progressives and the lack of progress (there were no 
anti-lynching laws passed and segregation remained a constant) kept them on the 
sideline. Regardless, these individuals made incredibly important points about the 
Black experience in America. 

Great for grades 6 - 9!

Students will watch two videos 
discussing three Black 
Progressives. They will then 
distinguish between these 
individuals and identity the core of 
each of their philosophies. 

What were the 
concerns and goals 
of Black Progressives?

8.2e - Students will investigate 
reformers and muckrakers such as 
W. E. B. du Bois, Booker T. 
Washington, (and I added in Ida B. 
Wells). Student investigations 
should include the key issues in the 
individual’s work and the actions 
that individual took or 
recommended to address those 
issues.

Student Sources:

● A copy of the handout (pages 1-3) or a copy of the digital activity (as 
assigned in Google Classroom or through the Pear Deck platform).

● A set of the quote posters if completing the activity in a classroom. 

Teacher Sources:

● Link the printed version of the resource in Google Slides 
● Link to the slideshow for use - editable and it can be adjusted for digital use.
● Link to the Quote Posters

Teachers should review the linked files to determine how they wish to present the 
lesson. There’s a fully printable version and a digital version. I think this lesson fits best 
as a full class discussion. Students might not remember every detail each video 
shared, but as a class they can pick out the correct details for each person. Likewise, 
they might not be able to dissect each quote individually. However, as a class (or in 
groups) it becomes more possible. The concepts presented the videos will be much 
easier for students to grasp through discussion. 

1. Introduction the lesson directions. Give students a complete of minutes to read 
through the list of statements. Tell the students that you want them to mark at 
least two of the statements while watching the video. Play the Ida B. Wells video 
first, and after the video is over, prompt students to mark the statements that 
reflect the words of Ida B. Wells. Review the statements to make sure that students 
have the correct answers. (10 min.)

2. For the second video, note that you would like to have students mark at least 
four of the statements and attribute them to the correct person. This video is a bit 
longer, so keep that in mind. (15-20 min)

(NOTE: If running short on time, teachers can skip this second activity and go 
straight to the exit ticket.) 

3. Have at least one set of quotes printed. Teachers might give one quote to a set 
of partners, give all the quotes to a group, or proceed with a full class activity with 
all the students. Have the students sort the quotes so that they are attributed to 
the correct person. (15-20 min)

4. Give students the remaining time to complete the exit ticket. 
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