
The End of the World: 
A Study In Revelation (Chapter 6)

Opening of the First Six Seals
The scene around the throne continues as Jesus begins opening the seven seals. John watches as the seals 
are broken and the results revealed. The events of this chapter take place over the entire 7 years of the 
tribulation period. 

Revelation 6:1-17(KJV) 1And I saw when the Lamb opened one of the seals, and I heard, as it were the 
noise of thunder, one of the four beasts saying, Come and see.  

• Once again the Lamb, Jesus alone is able to break the seals on the book. The voice of the first 
living creature was like thunder – it must have shaken the throne room!

2And I saw, and behold a white horse: and he that sat on him had a bow; and a crown was given unto 
him: and he went forth conquering, and to conquer. 

• The white horse rider described here is incorrectly identified by some as Jesus, yet this rider is 
none other than the antichrist, who is not identified by name here or anywhere else in this book of 
revelation. Jesus has already conquered. Remember that the Antichrist is hailed as a savior and 
messiah by many on earth, yet he only appears to be good

• 2 Corinthians 11:14-15(NCV)14This does not surprise us. Even Satan changes himself to look like 

an angel of light.£ 15So it does not surprise us if Satan’s servants also make themselves look like 
servants who work for what is right. But in the end they will be punished for what they do.

• The antichrist is depicted as having a bow, but no arrows

• Luke 11:22(KJV) 22But when a stronger than he (Jesus) shall come upon him, (Satan) and 
overcome him, he taketh from him all his armour wherein he trusted, and divideth his spoils. 

• Just like Satan the antichrist has no real power, only that which others yield to him. The bow 
represents lies and deceit.

• Daniel 8:24-25(NIV) 24He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause 
astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does. He will destroy the mighty men and 

the holy people. 25He will cause deceit to prosper, and he will consider himself superior. When 
they feel secure, he will destroy many and take his stand against the Prince of princes. Yet he will 
be destroyed, but not by human power.

• As a man the antichrist is powerless – his power comes from satan, from fear and intimidation.
• Jesus opens the first seal shortly after He returns to heaven with the church (the rapture)

3And when he had opened the second seal, I heard the second beast say, Come and see. 4And there went 
out another horse that was red: and power was given to him that sat thereon to take peace from the earth, 
and that they should kill one another: and there was given unto him a great sword.  

• This rider has power to unleash war upon the earth. He not only has a sword, but a GREAT 
sword. Men have devised ever more efficient ways to kill each other over time. This great sword 
could be nuclear weapons or other weapons as yet unrevealed. The first Tribulation battle is 
described in Ezekiel chs 38-39. (Gog and Magog attack Israel)

5And when he had opened the third seal, I heard the third beast say, Come and see. And I beheld, and 

lo a black horse; and he that sat on him had a pair of balances in his hand.  6And I heard a voice in 
the midst of the four beasts say, A measure of wheat for a penny, and three measures of barley for a 
penny; and see thou hurt not the oil and the wine. 

• The third horseman is famine. Famine always follows war. Famine is not the absence of food, but a 
shortage of food ($40.00 for a pint of wheat flour) Extreme inflation of food prices, but not all 
food. Famine not world wide.



7And when he had opened the fourth seal, I heard the voice of the fourth beast say, Come and see. 8And I 
looked, and behold a pale horse: and his name that sat on him was Death, and Hell followed with him. 
And power was given unto them over the fourth part of the earth, to kill with sword, and with hunger, 
and with death, and with the beasts of the earth. 

• The fourth rider is Death, and hell follows him. During the tribulation millions will be killed and a 
great portion go to hell.

• The antichrist has power over only ¼ of the earth. He will not ever rule the entire world, although 
that is a popular assumption. There is only one man who will ever rule the entire world, and his 
Name is Jesus. He is the Christ. The antichrist can never compare to Jesus in power and authority.

• The four horseman ride throughout the seven year tribulation period. They are called in literature 
the four horsemen of the apocalypse. Their names are: Antichrist, War, Famine, and Death.

• Armageddon does not occur immediately after the opening of these four seals and the release of 
the horsemen. Their activities increase as the Tribulation Period moves along.

• The opening of the second seal initiates WW III, when Russia (Gog and Magog) and her allies 
attack Israel immediately after the rapture. Russia desires the riches of the middle east and 
especially the food production capability of Israel. Judging Israel to be weak Russia attacks, yet is 
totally destroyed in one day by the intervention of God.

• The Antichrist uses WW III as an opportunity to become known as a peacemaker ( bow, no 
arrows), and his political power begins to grow. His power peaks 3.5 years later in mid-
Tribulation. Once the first seal is opened, the antichrist begins his satanic assignment.

• Daniel 8:24(NIV) 24He will become very strong, but not by his own power. He will cause 
astounding devastation and will succeed in whatever he does…

• He will make a treaty with Israel, then break it, take possession of the temple, and declare that he 
is god and must be worshipped.

• 2 Thessalonians 2:3-4(NIV) 3Don’t let anyone deceive you in any way, for ‹that day will not come› 

until the rebellion occurs and the man of lawlessness£ is revealed, the man doomed to destruction.  
4He will oppose and will exalt himself over everything that is called God or is worshiped, so that 
he sets himself up in God’s temple, proclaiming himself to be God.

9And when he had opened the fifth seal, I saw under the altar the souls of them that were slain for the 

word of God, and for the testimony which they held: 10And they cried with a loud voice, saying, How 
long, O Lord, holy and true, dost thou not judge and avenge our blood on them that dwell on the earth?  

• These are martyrs of the tribulation period who were killed because of their commitment to the 
Word. They are impatient, and cry out for justice

11And white robes were given unto every one of them; and it was said unto them, that they should rest 
yet for a little season, until their fellowservants also and their brethren, that should be killed as they were, 
should be fulfilled.  

• These are given white robes and are identified as tribulation saints, those who came to Jesus after 
the Rapture of the Church. They are Israelis and those of other nations Many of them will be 
killed, yet others will be caught up alive to heaven during mid-tribulation

12And I beheld when he had opened the sixth seal, and, lo, there was a great earthquake; and the sun 

became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became as blood; 13And the stars of heaven fell unto the 

earth, even as a fig tree casteth her untimely figs, when she is shaken of a mighty wind.14And the heaven 
departed as a scroll when it is rolled together; and every mountain and island were moved out of their 
places.  



• These events occur on the last day of the Tribulation. A great earthquake and meteor barrage shall 
reshape the face of the earth and the atmosphere will be changed. It is identified as the wrath of 
the Lamb.

• Jesus spoke of this in Matthew 24:29-30(KJV) 29Immediately after the tribulation of those days 
shall the sun be darkened, and the moon shall not give her light, and the stars shall fall from 

heaven, and the powers of the heavens shall be shaken: 30And then shall appear the sign of the 
Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son 
of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

15And the kings of the earth, and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief captains, and the mighty 
men, and every bondman, and every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks of the 

mountains; 16And said to the mountains and rocks, Fall on us, and hide us from the face of him that 

sitteth on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: 17For the great day of his wrath is come; and who 
shall be able to stand?

• The most calamitous day in History, followed by the return of Jesus to the earth, the Second 
Coming of Jesus!


