Richfield Town Board Special Meeting
September 30, 2019

The Richfield Town Board held a special meeting on September 30, 2019 in regard to the Draft Zoning Law. The meeting was held in the Richfield Springs Central School cafeteria. The meeting was called to order by Supervisor Palumbo at 7:00 pm. Other Board Members in attendance were Eckler, Frigault, K. Seamon, and R. Seamon. Approximately fifty community members were present. Town Attorney Michelle Kennedy was in attendance. 
Attorney Kennedy presented a spreadsheet showing the results of the protest petition filed by Nick Palevsky to the board members. Kennedy explained to the public and the board the process that was taken to verify if a parcel was non-qualifying. 
	The person that signed the petition is no longer the current owner of the property. 
	If there was Tenancy in Common.  

If the property is listed as an LLC or Corporation, an authorizing resolution was not given

According to Kennedy’s research, signatures for 3,822.08 acres of land would be necessary for a supermajority vote to take place.  5,551 acres were submitted in the protest petition. Using the listed criteria, 2,719.25 acres were non-qualifying and 609.03 were also subtracted after five land owners withdrew their protest petition. This left approximately 2,200 qualifying acres making the protest petition insufficient to require a supermajority vote. 
Councilman Frigault and K. Seamon concur with the findings of Attorney Kennedy. 
Motion by Frigault that a supermajority vote is not needed to pass the Draft Zoning Law, second by R. Seamon. Eckler-yes, Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-yes. 
Councilman Frigault consulted with Karen Sullivan of Otsego County Planning in regard to the 239M referral recommendations for the Draft Zoning Law. Frigault went through each recommendation and gave an explanation on why they are simply recommendations and not requirements of immediate action. The 239m was returned for local action: no significant county-wide or inter-community impacts. 
Councilman Eckler feels the recommendations should be implemented for the Draft Zoning Law to be sufficient.
Councilman Frigault stated, no recommendations beg for immediate action, the document is ready to be voted on. 
Supervisor Palumbo gave each board member the opportunity to express their takeaway from the public hearing and their thoughts on the Draft Zoning Law. 
Councilman R. Seamon stated that people are asking for change. 
Councilman Frigault read a prepared statement with highlighted points from the public hearing. Frigault thanked the people that spoke at the public hearing and wrote letters to the board. 
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Councilman Eckler stated the current Land Use Ordinance didn’t need to be rewritten. He thought the speakers at the public hearing were not a cross section of the town. 
Supervisor Palumbo would like more time to look at the business aspect of the Draft Zoning Law before it is voted on.
Motion by Palumbo to enact a 6 month moratorium on heavy industrial uses, second by Eckler.  Eckler-yes, Frigault-no, K. Seamon-no, R. Seamon-no, Palumbo-yes. 
Supervisor Palumbo opened the floor for public comment.
Nick Palevsky asked Councilman Frigault to recuse himself from voting on the Zoning Law Update. Attorney Kennedy stated it is not required that Frigault recuse himself. 
Bill Klemm made points as to why he does not agree with the zoning update. 
Danny Lapin spoke in favor of passing the updated zoning. 
Steve Scheick asked if by passing the zoning update, would taxes go up?
Supervisor candidate David Simonds questioned Nick Palevsky about what laws have been broken, as stated in many Pennysaver articles? Palevsky replied that he never said any laws were broken.  Palevsky asked for an example of what law he said was broken, Simonds replied, Open Meets Law. 
Ed Bello would like to see changes made to the update before it is passed.
Brad Smith feels that members of the board are stalling the vote. He urged the board to vote on the Draft Zoning Law. 
Dawn Seamon spoke in favor of the zoning update stating that the town needs new zoning!
Carol Frigault spoke in favor of the update to the zoning. 
Supervisor Palumbo closed the public comment portion of the meeting.
Councilman K. Seamon read a prepared statement on his view of the Draft Zoning Law and how it will benefit the Town of Richfield.  K. Seamon stated that the Updated Zoning Law gives the town a direction. 
There was a lengthy discussion between the board members on if it was the right time to vote on the Town of Richfield Draft Zoning Law. 
Motion by K. Seamon to adopt the 2019 Town of Richfield Zoning Law Update inclusive of the zoning map, Second by R. Seamon. Eckler-no, Frigault-yes, K. Seamon-yes, R. Seamon-yes, Palumbo-no. 
Motion by Eckler to adjourn at 8:55 pm, second by Palumbo. All members were in favor. 

_______________________________________
 Maggie Young, Clerk

