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THE ANATOMY OF TYPOGRAPHY
Here’s a very quick overview of the anatomy of Typography. 
You’ll only need this to reference back when I’m using jargon, like 
“kerning” and X Height. 

Image resource is from this page: https://www.designersinsights.
com/designer-resources/anatomy-of-typography/ 

6 PRINCIPLES WHEN PAIRING FONTS
As everything, finding the right font combinations in your creative 
projects takes time. The more you practice, the better you become 
and the more you can follow your gut. 

When you first start out, consider the following principles 
whenever you want to combine 2 or more fonts in your creative 
project.

Good rule of thumb is to not use more than 3 fonts in one project. 
Few exceptions are when you want to create a very stylized look, 
for example an art nouveau or vintage placard or a chalkboard 
lettering look.
In most cases I use 2 fonts - usually font families with many 
weight variations - and in some cases I add an extra font for 
special details, especially when I want to achieve a crafty, artsy end 
result. 

Just as in many other things in life, opposites tends to attract.
When combining fonts, don’t use those that are too similar to 
each other. That would create a very flat and boring end result. 
Instead, combine:

• Serifs with Sans Serifs
• Complicated scripts with clean, geometric fonts
• Highly detailed display fonts with reserved, simple fonts 
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When looking to establish contrast in your font choises, consider 
personality too. If your brand has playful visuals that doesn’t 
mean all your fonts should be bubbly and happy. Add some 
simple sans serifs to balancs the mood.

• Elegant serifs with 
• Delicate cursive fonts with thicker and bolder fonts
• Futuristic displays with a contemporary classic

Even though contrast is important to make font combinations 
interesting, too much contrast can be bad. The best thing to do is 
to combine fonts that has the same main characteristic. One of 
this characteristic is the X Height. Fonts with the same X Height 
tend to work better together. Roundness and how condensed a 
font is should also be similar, not contradicting.
I know, finding this balance is hard at first but trust me, it comes 
with practice.

You might have already found the fonts that work well together, 
but this is not the end of the road. You must consider hierarchy 
throughout your design project.
When choosing fonts, always consider that you’ll need something 
interesting and eye-catching for headings and quotes and you’ll 
need something simple and legible for long form text.
Test the fonts with several sizes and kerning to see that it will work 
in your project.

FONT PAIRING CHECKLIST
You have a few fonts that you like. Preferably, you have 1 or 2 display / cursive fonts and a few serifs and sans serif. Now you want to 
choose the 3 final fonts to use in your project. Here’s a checklist I recommend you to follow:

1, DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH SIMILARITY?
Do you have 2 or 3 fonts with similar characteristics: X 
Height, roundness, character width? If there are fonts 
with too different X Height, roundness or character 
width, take them out from your list.

2, DO YOU HAVE ENOUGH CONTRAST? 
Start establishing contrast by trying out weight 
variations, kerning variations and uppercase / lowercase 
combinations. Choose the fonts that had the most 
interesting contrast

3, DO YOU HAVE THE REQUIRED STYLE?
Are these fonts reflect the mood of your porejc or your 
brand? If not, choose something that does. 

4, ESTABLISH HIERARCHY
Start defining weight and size for headers and 
paragraphs. 

5, IS YOUR TEXT LEGIBLE?
Check if your headers and paragraphs are legible in those 
sizes you set up in the layour hierarchy. If not legible, you 
might have to change the size or choose a simpler font.

6, TESTING 
Create an example sheet with headers, paragraphs, call-
out text, captions and see if everything is in balance. If 
yes, write down all size, weight and kerning information. 
If not, go back to step 1 and examine contrast, similarity, 
size, kerning, weight, legibility and mood.

Whenever you are in a doubt, consider choosing one font family 
that has many weight variations and use only this family in your 
work. Establish the contrast with differences in the kerning, weight, 
size and lower/uppercase characters. 

Good free font family examples are Montserrat, Josefin, 
Cormorant, Raleway, Fira Sans, Lato and Merriweather. 
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HEADERS:
Metropolis Medium
Libre Baskerville Regular

PARAGRAPH:
Metropolis Regular

Both fonts have many weights. They both have similar 
character width and tall X height. 
Here I created an interesting contrast by using uppercase 
and bold characters for main heading and full lovercase and 
generous kerning for the subheading.

HEADERS:
Choplin Medium
Quicksand Bold

PARAGRAPH:
Quicksand Regular

Both fonts have wide and round characters. 
Here contrast comes more from the sans serif / slab serif 
difference than from the weight difference.

HEADERS:
Cheque Regular
Audrey Medium

PARAGRAPH:
Maitree Regular

This is a good example for  when you need 3 fonts: both 
Cheque and Audrey are better for headlines and requires a 
third, simpler font for paragraphs.

8 OF MY GO TO COMBINATIONS WITH FREE FONTS
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HEADERS:
Josefin Sans Bold
Josefin Sans Regular

PARAGRAPH:
Josefin Sans Regular

A typical example for how well one font family can cover your 
needs. Even though I only used Josefin Sans here, the end 
result has a nice contrast. 
If you want to do the same, look for a font family with many 
styles and weight variations.

HEADERS:
Bellota Bold Italic
Garment District Regular

PARAGRAPH:
Nunito Regular

Both Bellota’s italic version and Garment District has the 
same tilt so they work well together. But don’t forget to add 
a simple - yet rounded and friendly - sans serif for paragraph 
text.

HEADERS:
Beautiful Bloom Regular
Glacial Indifference Regular

PARAGRAPH:
Glacial Indifference Regular

When you want to use a very characteristic brush or hand-
drawn font, add a simple, geometric sans serif and you get a 
crafty yet stylish and contemporary result.
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FOR MORE INSPIRATION

For more inspiration on beautiful font combinations, I recommend you to visit these websites (some of them even helps you by auto-
generating nice font combinations):

http://fontjoy.com
https://www.canva.com/font-combinations/
https://fontpair.co
http://fonts.greatsimple.io
https://www.typewolf.com
https://typ.io
https://justmytype.co

HEADERS:
Geotica 2012 Regular
Montserrat Light

PARAGRAPH:
Montserrat regular

What I love here is how the Montserrat Light subheading 
attaches the paragraph font with the main title font. 
Montserrat light at this size has the same thickness as the 
smaller paragraph text and the outer engravement of Geotica.

HEADERS:
Hesterica Regular
Roboto Slab Bold

PARAGRAPH:
Roboto Regular

The two heading fonts have the same thickness but 
contrasting style which adds a nice balance. Roboto 
Regular works well for paragraphs because it has the same 
characteristics as Roboto Slab but it’s more legible.
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