
 
 
 
 

 

 

Feb. 28 Shrove Tuesday Pancake Dinner 
 and Talent Show 

 

Mar. 1 Ash Wednesday Worship Service 
 

Mar. 8 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 12 Daylight Savings Time Begins 
 

  Amanda Mole in concert, CAS 
 

Mar. 15 Joyful Noise C-Fund 
 Pizza & Books Event 

 

  Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 22 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 

Mar. 29 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 

Apr. 1 Scholarship Applications Due 
 

Apr. 5 Taize Worship and Soup Supper 
 

Apr. 9  Palm Sunday 
 

Apr. 13 Maundy Thursday Worship Service 
 

Apr. 14 Good Friday Stations of the Cross 
 

Apr. 15 Easter Egg Hunt 
 

Apr. 16 Easter Worship Services: 7, 8:45, 11 
 

Apr. 17 Office closed 

Upcoming Events 

Tidings 
Presbyterian 
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Lenten Sermon Series: 7 Signs 
 

“In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God,  
and the Word was God….And the Word became flesh and lived among us,  

and we have seen his glory.” 
 

The gospel of John stands apart from the other gospels even in its first words. 
John does not begin the story of Jesus with the nativity but writes his account 
of Jesus’ life to highlight the signs and miracles of Jesus. Throughout the book, 
John tells seven stories about Jesus' work which serve as "signs" to help us see 
Jesus’ life. John uses these stories to reveal who Jesus is and to illuminate his 
glory. At the end of his book, John writes: "Now Jesus did many other signs in 
the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and 
that by believing you may have life in his name" (John 20:30-31). Join us as 
we study the Seven Signs and journey together this Lenten season. 
 

Sunday Sermon Series Schedule 
 

3/5:  Sign 1 – An Unexpected Wedding Gift  
 (John 2:1-10)  
3/12:  Signs 2 & 3 – Healings (John 4:46-54) 
3/19:  Sign 4 – Feeding Many (John 6:5-14) 
3/26:  Sign 5 – Calm in Chaos (John 6:15-21) 
4/2:  Sign 6 – New Eyes (John 9:1-7) 

4/9:  Sign 7 – New Life (John 11:1-44) 
 Palm Sunday with Brunch 
 

4/16:  Easter Worship Services: 
7:00 a.m. Sunrise  

8:45 a.m. Traditional 
11:00 a.m. Contemporary 

 

WEDx 2017 

Bring Out the Best in You and Your Relationships 
 

Sunday, March 12, 2016 
5:30-7:30 p.m. 

at Porto Bello Grand Hall 
 

WEDx is a free event to inspire, uplift, support and encourage healthy relationships of all kinds! 
 

WEDx will feature local speakers, live music, food, and a cash bar. This event is open to the community, and  
although it is free, we encourage you to reserve your spot and get tickets here: http://bit.ly/2kZTMyX   
 

For more information, visit our WEDx facebook page: WEDx Grand Haven 

 

All Are Welcome! 

7 Signs 
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Prayer Concerns:  
Heidy Gassmann, Shirley Hipwell, 
Margaret Linebaugh, Casey Nebbeling, 
Sue Roper, Kathy McCloskey,  
Sandy Teunis, and Evelyn Wood  

 

Our Sympathy: 
 to Don & Jodie LaVercombe and  
family on the February 3, 2017  
death of Don’s mother, Helen A.  
LaVercombe. A memorial service  
will be held here on March 18, 2017. 

 

 to Dottie Johnson and family on the 
death of her husband Mart Johnson, 
on March 27, 2017.  

  

Congratulations: 
to Tom and Carol Brown on the birth 
of their granddaughter Addison  
Harper, born February 7, 2017. Proud 
parents are Andy and Ashley Brown, 
and big brother is Hendrik. 

 

Thank you: 
 Thank you for the wonderful  
expressions of sympathy upon the 
occasion of the death of my father.  
It is very reassuring bring surrounded 
by such a caring community of faith. 

 

Dale and Barb Swihart 

In Our Church 

 

Every month, we publish birthdays of our 
members and friends who are no longer able to 
come to church regularly. Bless their special day 
with a card from their church family! 
 

 

Mar. 2 Cliff Pfaff 
112 Poplar Trail 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Mar. 8 Don Edward 

Lakeshore Assisted Living 
16331 Robbins Rd. #14 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
Mar. 11 Flo Sluiter 

1410 S. Ferry St., D-8 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 

Mar. 12 Barbara Race 
321 Grand Ave. 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 

 
April 3 Stewart Johnson 

3600 East Fulton, DC221 
 Grand Rapids, MI 49546 
 
April 25 Muriel Mersereau 

18525 Woodland Ridge 
Room 31 
Spring Lake, MI 49456 
 

Scholarship 
Applications  

 

Applications for scholarships to be 
awarded this spring are now 
available in the church office or on 
the high school page of our website 
(www.fpgh.org). 
 

 James and Lois Hillis Fund 
awards scholarships to students 
going on to any type of post high 
school education or training. 
 

 Ministries Scholarship Fund 
grants awards to high school 
students interested in any form  
of Christian ministry education.     

 

Applications are due in the church 
office no later than April 1, 2017.   

One Great Hour of Sharing Special Offering 
 

Christians are called to offer help to those in need and restoration to those who 

have been broken down. One way to answer that call is through your gift to the 

One Great Hour of Sharing.  
 

With your gift, you... 
 

 Loose the Bonds of Injustice (Self-Development of People/SDOP) 

SDOP works alongside communities as they recover and find hope after 

the devastation of natural or human-caused disasters such as violence and 

civil unrest, earthquakes, flooding and drought, and provides ongoing  

assistance for refugees. SDOP works with grassroots groups to change 

structures that keep people living in poverty, oppression, and injustice. 

 

 Share Your Bread With the Hungry (Presbyterian Hunger Program)  

You engage in sustainable agricultural and water projects and support  

projects that creatively work to address long-term care of the earth to end 

hunger and poverty for the most vulnerable. 
  
 Bring the Homeless Poor Into Your House (Presbyterian Disaster  

Assistance) You respond to disasters around the world by providing  

immediate relief like food, water, and shelter, while helping to rebuild and 

address long-term recovery. In 2016 these included the focus areas of  

Detroit, New Orleans, Baltimore, and Los Angeles. There are over 5,000 

projects in economically poor communities 

around the world in places like West Africa, 

Rwanda, and the Dominican Republic. 
 

These are just some of the ways your gifts to 

this offering share God’s love with our  

neighbors in need. Envelopes will be  

available in the pews beginning March 19. 

Please prayerfully consider your 2017 gift to 

the One Great Hour of Sharing.  

In the Military 
 

 

Do you have friends or loved ones in 
the military? The deacons of FPC 
would love to send them a card on 
their birthdays and holidays. Please 
send addresses and birth dates to the 
church office: sbryant@fpgh.org 
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Wednesday, March 15 
4:30-6:30 p.m. 

at the 
Loutit District Library 
Program Rooms A&B 

 
Joyful Noise Christian Childcare is holding it’s third annual Pizza and 

Books event serving underserved children in our community! 

The free event will be held at the Loutit District Library and offers free 

books, reading encouragement, and a pizza dinner. 

Joyful Noise is currently collecting new infant board books, toddler books, 

and chapter books for older elementary children. Look for the book  

donation box next to the Joyful Noise Office, located in the lower level of 

FPC. Financial contributions to the program are appreciated as well, with 

checks made payable to Joyful Noise Christian Childcare. Donations and 

book collections may be made until early March. 

Joyful Noise 

Supper House  
Volunteer Opportunity 
 

Are you looking for a way to serve 
our church? Barb Scott is looking  
for someone willing to take over 
calling volunteers and serving at 
Supper House once a month. We 
have a great group of volunteers  
who help serve. 
 

Supper House is a program run by 
the Mission for Area People (MAP) 
that serves dinner Monday thru  
Friday to members of the Muskegon 
Community who need a hot meal. 
On the fourth Monday of each 
month, members of FPC help to 
serve the meal, which is served at 
Temple United Methodist Church 
in Muskegon Heights. 
 

Please call Barb Scott at 846-4969 if 
you can help. 

From the Desk of Rev. Troy Hauser Brydon 

As  I write this I am sitting in my 
living room in Troy, Michigan, the 
place where my family has lived for 
the past four years. The transition to 
Grand Haven is feeling truly real at 
this point, with only two weeks  
before my time at the Kirk is complete 
and three weeks before I begin in 
Grand Haven. The past few days have 
been unseasonably warm, but after a 
particularly cloudy January, I’m glad 
for the reminder of how beautiful  
living in Michigan is and of how truly 
blessed I am in life.  
 
I’ve been thinking a lot about the 
transition to you. Our family’s 
thoughts are occupied with many 
questions – where will we live? What 
schools will our kids attend? What 
will life be like starting over once 
again – but we also rest in knowing 
that these questions will find their  
answers in due course and that we are 
coming to a church and community 
that we believe will look out for us 
while we’re finding our way.  

I plan to arrive in Grand Haven the 
week of March 13, and my family 
will remain in Troy until the school 
year is done. This will give our  
children the chance to finish off their 
school year, and it will give Jess the 
chance to finish her work well at the 
Kirk. It also will give me a lot of  
flexibility in my schedule for getting 
started and getting to know you. One 
of the first items on my checklist is to 
sit down with the officers and staff of 
the church over a cup of coffee to 
hear each person’s story and to hear 
about their hopes and visions for the 
church. (As a former Starbucks  
barista, I can tell you that there is 
power in shared coffee time!) I’ll 
begin with the active ruling elders and 
staff, and then I’ll begin to make my 
way to the deacons and trustees. God 
often speaks in these honest  
conversations, so I’ll be praying for 
ears to hear what the Spirit is saying 
through each person I meet.  
 
There is much to do, and there are 
many people to meet. My heart is 

filled with joy at the prospect of  
getting going on both. Lent will be 
underway by the time I arrive, and 
I’m grateful for this timing. Why? 
Because Lent is a season that calls us 
to be honest about who we are. It is a 
preparatory season, a time for us to 
get our lives in order again and to  
remember both the costliness of grace 
and the glory of the resurrection. My 
prayer for you and for me is that our 
great God would 
be about the work  
of preparing us for 
the coming weeks, 
so that together we 
might be a sign of 
God’s reign in our 
community.  
 
See you soon. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Troy 

In Our Church 
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From the Trustees 
 

At the recent congregational meeting, a question was asked about the Capital Campaign Fund, and changes to its usage 
and goals.  Since some newer members may not be aware of this Fund, your session thought it would be informative to 
provide background on this Fund, and the recent decisions concerning it.  First, some background: 

The Capital Campaign Fund was established as a major fund-raising effort in the church over ten years ago, and was 
supported by a large number of people within our congregation.  While the vast majority of the funds raised was  
dedicated to improvements and additions to the church campus and have been expended, a portion of the Fund 
($75,000) was dedicated to missions and remains in the fund.  At that time, your session earmarked $50,000 of this 
mission amount to a potential project in Haiti to build an educational center with oversight by Faith in Action  
International, a small group including congregants whose mission was to support the poor in that country.  The  
remaining $25,000 was earmarked for missions without designation.  While a center to educate and witness to the very 
poor in this part of the world was a worthy endeavor, preliminary plans for the structure appeared to include housing 
for its director, and your session at that time documented concerns that this was not an appropriate use of mission 
funds.  This mission group was encouraged to secure land, produce viable building plans that would benefit the needy, 
and begin the project.  In the ten years since the idea was brought forward, no land has been purchased or secured, and 
no significant building progress has been realized.  Consequently, these contributions earmarked for the FIAI mission 
project (totaling $50,000) have been sitting idle in the Capital Campaign Fund, along with the undesignated $25,000 
mentioned above.  Regardless, our church has faithfully continued to support the mission of FIAI with approximately 
$5,000 per year for nearly a decade.   

(Continued on page 5) 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 

The mission of the Personnel Committee is “to encourage and support an orderly, focused, transparent, and considerate work 
environment” for all employees at First Presbyterian Church.  Because we value transparency, we greatly appreciate having 
the opportunity to furnish a written response to the question raised at the February 5, 2017, congregational meeting regarding 
our 2017 budget.   

As was mentioned in this meeting, the Personnel Committee – at the request of the Board of Trustees – engaged in a thought-
ful and thorough review of all items included in our requested budget. This occurred at the close of 2016.  While our eyes 
were on ways to reduce costs, we were also keenly aware that in a service organization such as ours, the largest cost category 
will – of necessity – always be the people… the members of our staff who dedicate themselves to serving congregational 
needs. And a major goal of the Personnel Committee is “to provide support for the staff.” 

With great sensitivity to these people, we sought to identify budgeted items that, if reduced or eliminated, would be as 
“painless” as possible. In large part, this was because our staff received no increase in salary or benefits in 2016, which 
(unfortunately) was omitted from the oral response at the Congregational Meeting. Further, no salary increases are planned 
for 2017… not even cost of living. Thus, our staff will have worked two years without any salary/wage increases whatsoever. 

In addition to “freezing” salaries/wages, we were able to reduce our initial budget by: 

 Elimination of short-term disability for non-ordained staff members. 

 Elimination of annual staff and volunteer appreciation gifts/expenses. 

 Changing our medical insurance carrier from Priority Health to a new plan with similar coverage offered through the 
PC(USA) Board of Pensions. This reduced our non-ordained medical expenses by around $15,800. 

 Reduction in work hours for one part-time employee. 
 

However, items that were added to the 2017 Personnel budget included: 

 Moving expenses for our new pastor. 

 Medical insurance for our new pastor and his family. 
 

We eagerly await Pastor Troy Hauser Brydon’s arrival in Grand Haven, his guidance as our Head of Staff, and renewed 
growth in our church.  Meanwhile, if you have questions related to the Personnel Committee’s focus, accomplishments,  
activities, or budget, we invite you to chat with us. 

Blessings, 

Bill Blessing, Neil Blake, Meghan Heritage, Kelli Jullie, Staci LeFurge, Nancy Levenburg, Cindy Podorsek, Craig Seaver 

From the Session of FPC 

From the Personnel Committee 
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From the Session of FPC 

PAGE 5 

Among other duties, session is responsible for balancing the talents and tithes presented to the church, against the costs 
and expenses of a wide variety of missions, projects, and people.  In short, session should be good stewards in this en-
deavor.  Your current session felt that leaving these funds in the Capital Campaign Fund for ten years for a project that 
may or may never happen, did not display good stewardship, and voted to remove this unused mission money from the 
Capital Campaign Fund (totaling $75,000) and move it without designation into the hands of our mission committee.  
This way, with many critical and viable needs both near and far, our mission committee can determine the best use of 
these resources.  Finally, with very little then remaining in the Fund (approximately $1500), session moved to dedicate 
these remaining resources to current maintenance of the church campus, and to close the fund.  We hope this answers 
any questions that arise involving this very important fund in the life of this church, and would encourage any other 
questions that you may have for session, in the name of Christ. 

Faithfully yours, 

John Nametz, Trustee Chair                  

(Continued from page 4) 

Generosity 

Responding to God’s 
Generosity 

“Give away your life; you’ll find life 
given back, but not merely given 
back—given back with bonus and 
blessing. Giving, not getting, is the 
way. Generosity begets generosity.”  
 

Luke 6:38 The Message 
 

On a quarterly basis, the Generosity 

Committee features a “testimonial” 

from church members on what they 

are grateful for, why they give of  

their time, talents and treasures, and 

why they are motivated to support 

the church financially. This quarter 

the committee talked to Marc and 

Kristin Felt: 

When we were asked to do a  

testimonial about why we feel  

tithing is important we didn't know 

where to start. Church, faith and 

community have always been a big 

part of both of our lives and  

supporting the ministry of the 

church was something we were  

both raised to view as vital. 

Kristin was born and raised here in 

Grand Haven, and her family has 

always attended First Presbyterian 

Church. Marc was born and raised 

Catholic and attended Our Lady of  

 

Assumption in Rothbury, MI. While 

we were dating we would often  

attend church here together and 

Marc always felt a sense of  

welcoming. On August 11, 2007,  

we were married by Rev. Tom 

Cook, and immediately began  

establishing our “own” roots in this 

church and developing friendships 

with our fellow parishioners. Marc 

became a member of the church in 

2010 and started playing with the 

Gathering Band which then turned 

to a leadership role in 2014. Both 

of our daughters, Tenley (4) and 

Malin (1), were baptized here and 

participate with children's  

ministries. The friendships we have 

created with other families here  

has by far been one of the biggest 

blessings for us. These friendships 

extend beyond the walls of the 

church, and have enriched our 

lives, and our children’s, in so 

many ways. This church has  

become an important figure of  

stability, friendships, and love in 

the future lives of our children, as 

well as ours. First Pres is now our 

second family.  

First Pres has given us so much and 

we feel it is extremely important to 

take our tithing seriously and give  

back.  It is an act of love. It is  

support. We love knowing that our 

tithing helps so many others 

through the outreach programs  

and ministries that the church has 

to offer. We feel it is a blessing to 

be able to give to others, and share 

that generosity with our community. 

This church is beautiful in so many 

ways and has provided so much to 

us. We are grateful for this  

community and are blessed to be 

able to support it.  

Thank you!  

Marc & Kristin Felt 

The Felt Family: Kristin, Tenley, Malin 
and Mark 
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In Our Church 

Season of Lent  
Worship Services  

 

March 1 
Ashes Wednesday 

“Ashes to Go” in the chapel,  
7:30-9:00 a.m.  

Ash Wednesday Worship Service, 7 p.m. 

 
Wednesdays, March 8 - April 5 

The Word, Lived Out 
A Lenten Taizé Series 

 

Taize services will be at 6:00 p.m. in the chapel 

followed by a community soup supper in the lounge. 

Each week we will explore our Sunday scripture to 

experience how Jesus meets us in our places of need 

and offers hope, life, and joy. Join us for one service or 

every week. All are welcome. 
 

The Themes for Each Week of Taize: 

 •  March 8: Empty March 29: Chaos 

 •  March 15: Desperate April 5: Blindness 

 • March 22: Lost 

Holy Week Worship Schedule 
 

Maundy Thursday 
April 13, 7:00 p.m. 

Worship service in the sanctuary with the Geneva Choir and  
the Motet and Shema Choirs from First Congregational  

Church of Muskegon 
 

Good Friday 
April 14 

7:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 
Stations of the Cross in the FPC sanctuary 

 

7:00 p.m. 
Worship service with the Geneva Choir and the Motet and Shema 

Choirs at First Congregational Church of Muskegon 
 

Easter Sunday 
April 16 

7:00 a.m. Sunrise Service (flowering of the cross) 
8:45 a.m. Traditional Service with the Geneva Choir 

11:00 a.m. Contemporary Service with the Gathering Band 
 

 

 
Save the date! 

 

at

Would you like to help plan this 
event? Our next meeting is  

Wednesday, March 8, at 7 pm. 
Contact Sue VandenBosch: 

svandenbosch@att.net  
or 616-607-7095 

 

Proceeds will benefit Joyful Noise 
Christian Childcare

 

Community Artist & 
Speaker Series 

 

Amanda Mole, Organist 
Sunday, March 12, 4:00 p.m. 
 

Amanda Mole is 
currently a Doctor of 
Musical Arts candidate 
studying with David 
Higgs at the Eastman 
School of Music.  
In 2011, Amanda 
graduated from the 
Yale Institute of Sacred Music and 
the School of Music with a Master 
of Music degree in Sacred Music 
and Organ Performance.  

Amanda serves as the Director of 
Music at St. Michael’s Church in 
Rochester, NY and at Immanuel 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
Webster, NY. 

This concert is presented in 
cooperation with the American 
Guild of Organists. 

All of the Community Artist events are 
free and open to the public. 
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Family Life Ministries—Youth & Children  

 

Youth Groups at FPC 

 

Vine is our high school youth group, and meets on  

Sundays from 5:30-7:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Roots is our middle school youth group and meets on  

Sundays from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship  Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Shine56 is our youth group for all 5th and 6th graders  

and meets from 6:30-8:00 p.m. in Fellowship Hall. Dinner is provided. 
 

Contact Info: 
For the most up-to-date information on what’s happening in youth group,  

visit our facebook page: FPGH Youth 
 

Follow us on Twitter: Roots FPGH: @Roots_FPGH 

 Vine FPGH: @Vine_FPGH 
 

Or contact Caleb Zokoe via email:  czokoe@fpgh.org  

Summer Camp 
Grants 

 

Did you know that Children's 
Ministries offers a "Camp Pathways 
Grant Program" to encourage all 
children from Kindergarten thru 
12th grade to attend a Christian 
summer camp? Each student who 
applies will receive grant money. 
This is not a need-based program. 
 

Applications and more details are 
available at the 
Children's 
Ministries desk, 
or contact Becky 
Yonan at 
byonan@fpgh.org. 

 

The Youth  

Auction & Dinner  

is Back and Better 

Than Ever!! 

The event will be held at the Grand Haven Community Center on Friday,  
April 21, 2017. More information will be available soon.  
 

We are also looking for donations for the auction which could range from  
artwork to gift certificates. If you own a business, know someone who does or 
have a new item you would like to donate please contact either Caleb Zokoe 
(czokoe@fpgh.org) or Katie Neitring (katie.neitring@gmail.com).   
 

All proceeds go to support our Youth Mission Fund.  

 
Save the Date! 

June 26-30, 2017 

Hand2Hand Ministries 
 

Thank you to all of you for making our Hand2Hand  
Ministries such a success! We are currently providing 
backpacks of food every Friday for 117 students in both  
the Grand Haven and Spring Lake school districts. 
 

We are currently preparing for the conference week in 
March and for Spring Break week, when we send home a 
larger supply of food with our students. Donations of the 
following items are very much appreciated: 
 

 Canned chicken and canned tuna 
 Boxes of Chicken Helper and Tuna Helper 
 Plastic containers of jelly 
 Plastic containers of peanut butter  

 

Donations may be dropped off in the blue bin by the Children’s Ministries 
desk. Thank you! 



 

 

 

 
 

508 Franklin Avenue 
Grand Haven, MI 49417 
616-842-6760 

 

If you are unable to attend Sunday morning worship: 

Tune your radio dial to WGHN-FM 92.1 

Sunday mornings at 9:00 a.m. to hear the previous week’s sermon! 

Or, visit our website:  www.fpgh.org  

March 2017 
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deliver to: (or current resident) 

 

! 
 

Your Easter flower dedications make it possible to decorate the sanctuary and to 
purchase flowers for the Easter worship services.    
  

Anyone who wishes to make a dedication may do so by completing the form below 
and returning it to the church office (or drop it in the offering plate) by Palm 
Sunday, April 9. After Easter, the flowers will be shared with those who are home-
bound or hospitalized. 
 

Please print the name of each person you wish to honor, along with your name and 
telephone number.  Suggested donation: $12 for each dedication. 

 

 DEDICATION 1.  Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
DEDICATION 2.   Please check one:    _____in celebration      _____ in honor      _____ in memory of: 
 
NAME: ____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Given by: ____________________________________________Phone:_____________________________ 

 
Make checks payable to: First Presbyterian Church, with memo notation: “Easter dedication” 


