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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN: Welcome to those on
 2  the phone and welcome to those present here today,
 3  and welcome to the Council.
 4                 The first order of business is the
 5  July 5th transcript, and Betsey Wingfield has
 6  raised, I feel a very good discussion on this.  We
 7  actually don't see these transcripts.  Rob does a
 8  great job putting them together and then they are
 9  e-mailed to the coordinator, but I don't think we
10  have seen them.
11                 Where's Gail Lucchina?
12                 Gail, do we see the transcripts?
13  What happens to transcripts?
14                 GAIL LUCCHINA: Well, this has been
15  a problem.  Is Eric here?
16                 They are aware of it and there is a
17  problem, and if they can't be posted we can -- if
18  anyone requests, Tyra has been able to send them.
19  If we just -- or if someone gives us the date, she
20  can e-mail them a link to the transcript.
21                 But for whatever reason, IT is
22  aware of it and hasn't been able to remedy the
23  problem.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  Well, from
25  now on, Rob, you can send a transcript to the
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 1  members of the Water Planning Council, please, and
 2  to Gail and Tyra.  And then we'll figure out how
 3  we're going to get it posted.  And if people want
 4  access to it we can send one of ours.
 5                 And then we can, at a future
 6  meeting, our next meeting we can, you know, accept
 7  them as submitted or whatever we decide how to
 8  legally handle it.  But I think there's some
 9  validity to Betsey's suggestion that we can't vote
10  on something we haven't reviewed.
11                 Does that sound okay to everybody?
12  Rob?
13                 THE REPORTER: Yes, it does.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN: And here comes
15  Susanna who is going to get us some -- I hope.
16                 Next we have the update on the
17  water plan in terms of discussion of recent events
18  and outreach.  We've had a press release.  We've
19  had requests for comments.  We actually have had
20  several comments come in to us.
21                 We've sent out a copy of the report
22  to the chair and ranking members of the
23  Environment Committee, Energy Committee and Public
24  Health Committee.  I have been on NPR and I was on
25  WPLR.  I actually taped those shows.
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 1                 Gail, did we get the dates when I'm
 2  going to be on?
 3                 GAIL LUCCHINA: Pardon me?
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN: Did we get the dates
 5  when I'm going to be on the radio?
 6                 GAIL LUCCHINA: Well, for PLR we're
 7  going to be on either this coming Sunday or the
 8  following.
 9                 And he is not sure yet, but he will
10  get back to both of us when he knows for certain.
11                 And NPR, there is no date as of
12  yet.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.
14                 GAIL LUCCHINA: Nothing scheduled
15  as of yet.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  If nobody is
17  doing anything else at Sunday morning at 6:30 and
18  you know you want to wake up to my voice, just you
19  know, feel free to go on WPLR.  You'd be
20  surprised.  One time I thought -- I was a
21  legislator at the time.  I thought nobody was
22  listening.  He was listening, and he called me.
23  Trust me.
24                 MARGARET MINOR: Some of us are
25  just getting up at that time, Jack.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN: Especially after
 2  Saturday night, Margaret, I'm sure.
 3                 But things are moving along very
 4  nicely.  And I'm going to, in terms of
 5  getting out -- we didn't get as much press as I
 6  had hoped for, to be honest with you.
 7                 When we had put out the original
 8  press release last fall when we were going around
 9  doing some of our hearings and informational
10  sessions around the state we got a lot more, and
11  maybe because it coincided with the drought
12  situation at that point.
13                 But I think Chris did a great job
14  in terms of putting the press release together,
15  and I thank all those that worked on it.  But I
16  was hoping that we'd get more.
17                 But Lori and her staff have been
18  working very hard with people from other agencies
19  in putting together an outreach plan and been
20  doing weekly phonecalls, and have come up with
21  calendars and some great ideas moving forward.  So
22  I'm going to turn it over to Lori to kind of give
23  us an update.  She sent out an outline of what
24  we've been up to.
25                 And Lori?
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU: So thank you, Jack,
 2  for the introduction.  We as a group of state
 3  agencies, if you recall last month, we decided to
 4  take on outreach between the four agencies and
 5  develop a plan.  And I said that we would develop
 6  that plan, draft it and prepare it before and
 7  ahead of schedule for this meeting and share it
 8  with Garrett, Betsy and Jack.  And done that --
 9  did that just yesterday.
10                 And the plan itself is a dynamic
11  plan.  It's going to be, you know, kind of moving
12  along and we can add to it as we go, and revise
13  things as we go.
14                 So what I'd like to do is ask that
15  Linda Ferraro -- Linda?  Corinne Fitting.  Eric is
16  not here from OPM?  No.  And Gail.  Where's Gail?
17                 Gail, come on up.
18                 And I'd like to have them sit up
19  front please because they were -- to give them all
20  the credit.  Between Linda, Gail, Eric and Corinne
21  they worked very hard on putting this plan
22  together.  And I've asked Linda to go through some
23  of the details, not all of the details, but for
24  five minutes, put together -- come on up, Gail.
25                 So between Gail, Linda, Eric and
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 1  Corinne they worked really hard in putting
 2  together the plan.  We have held four conference
 3  calls over the last month.  We have put together
 4  what I think is a very good plan and I want to
 5  just outline that just briefly and then have Linda
 6  go into some of the details of it.
 7                 Because you know, fundamentally the
 8  concept here is that the state agencies take the
 9  lead on the outreach and the education of the plan
10  to a variety of groups that we think that we need
11  to reach out to.
12                 We can expand this plan as we move
13  forward, but again I think it's really very
14  important to remember the plan is a draft.  The
15  plan is not final.  We are looking for comments.
16  We want comments from all aspects.  We want to
17  cast a broad net, as Jack had said, to get out to
18  a lot of groups.
19                 The core group, as we talked about
20  last time, would be the council of governments.
21  We believe direct discussions with the council of
22  governments, all nine of them is very important
23  for the Water Planning Council members themselves
24  to present our core messages and our core
25  presentation.
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 1                 So as Jack had mentioned, the press
 2  release has gone out.  One of the things I think
 3  that you had mentioned about the press release and
 4  the effectiveness of last time was -- again was a
 5  drought.  I think there were a lot of people
 6  concerned at that time in October about the
 7  drought, but also we had an event that the
 8  reporters could go to directly.
 9                 Within a few days we had the event
10  in Norwich at the council of government meeting --
11  council of government offices in the southeast.
12  And they went there and they were there the whole
13  time.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN: They had TVs.  We
15  had TVs, yeah.
16                 LORI MATHIEU: They had TV cameras,
17  and I think Channel 30 stayed there the entire
18  time.  So we might want to think about issuing
19  another press release right in front of an event
20  that we might schedule so that they could come and
21  do their taping, and actually we could get some
22  more.
23                 So we might want to think about
24  that again.  Maybe another very quick press
25  release so to publicize this further, because
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 1  definitely we didn't get the, you know, the push
 2  that we got last time.
 3                 So I'm going to turn this over to
 4  Linda, and then ask Gail and Corinne to also
 5  participate and supply your comments.  But also
 6  just to give a brief outline of what the plan is
 7  and what the strategy is all about.
 8                 Go ahead, Linda.
 9                 LINDA FERRARO: Okay.  Good
10  afternoon, council members, everybody.  My name is
11  Linda Ferraro from DPH.  And I just wanted to, as
12  Lori said, just kind of highlight a few of the
13  areas that we have included in the plan.
14                 The group, we worked on kind of an
15  outline of what we needed to do.  And so really
16  this plan is just a documentation of some of the
17  key areas that we want to work on.
18                 So as Lori mentioned, we did have
19  the press release that did go out.  All of the
20  agencies that worked on this worked together to
21  put together the press release and it has been
22  posted.  It was posted to all of the agency
23  websites.
24                 So one of the key things that we
25  did work on as a group was really to identify how
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 1  we could collect the written comments, because I
 2  know that was an issue with folks having some
 3  problems with submitting comments to the previous
 4  iterations of the plan.  And so our team worked
 5  together to figure out what would be a
 6  user-friendly way of collecting comments.
 7                 So we developed -- actually
 8  Corinne, and Melissa and Naomi at DEEP worked on a
 9  Survey Monkey form, which is an online form for
10  folks to actually put their comments forward.
11  They can upload a PDF or Word document into this
12  form so that it will be centralized in one area
13  and all of the comments will then be reviewed.
14                 The nice thing about this Survey
15  Monkey format is that it can actually transfer all
16  of the comments into an Excel spreadsheet so that
17  we can track them, categorize them, and we will be
18  posting them.  I believe we've decided every
19  Monday we'll be looking at the comments, and then
20  posting the comments will be -- and that will be
21  on the Water Planning Council website, which is
22  going to be our central location to store all of
23  the documents for the plan.
24                 The comments, we're guiding all of
25  our communications to that website so that people
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 1  will have one place to go to, to find out about
 2  the plan and also submit written comments.
 3                 A few of the other things.  We are
 4  working on a presentation that's going to be -- a
 5  presentation which will be for all of the speakers
 6  to be able to work off of.  It will have the core
 7  messaging that we're talking about, the components
 8  of the plan.
 9                 If anyone was available at the
10  presentation CDM Smith provided at the LOB, we're
11  using that kind of as a foundation and we're
12  working on that and creating, you know, a document
13  that's going to be user friendly for folks, you
14  know, to be able to interpret.
15                 And I thank Corinne again and
16  Melissa over at DEEP.  We've been working on that.
17  And hopefully that will have, not only a
18  presentation, but some type of a script so that
19  folks will be able to work off of to have a
20  uniform message that I think is going to be
21  important for us moving forward so that folks who
22  are going to be hearing the same message, you
23  know, regarding the plan.
24                 We are also working on some core
25  message to really engender, you know, why is this
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 1  important?  Why is the plan important?  What's in
 2  it for me?  Why should I be involved?  So that's
 3  something that we're working with our
 4  communication teams at the agencies to put
 5  together.
 6                 So that will be something we'll be
 7  putting forward and hopefully working on those
 8  messages to work on social media messaging as
 9  well.  That's something that we really want to
10  capitalize on, and using some of the resources we
11  have within the agencies to use our social media
12  platforms, Twitter, Facebook and other means to be
13  able to get the messages out.
14                 We've been working on something,
15  some things that we can possibly post on a weekly
16  basis so that we can make sure that people are
17  going to continue to be engaged during this
18  written comment period.  So those are some of the
19  things we're working on as well.
20                 We're talking about developing a
21  webinar, which hopefully will be able to engage
22  all the members of the Water Planning Council, to
23  have a taped webinar that will also be posted to
24  the Water Planning Council website.  And that will
25  be something people will be able to participate
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 1  in, attend at their leisure.  So that's also
 2  something that's within the plan that we're
 3  working on.
 4                 Forums.  Per the statute we
 5  actually have a requirement for only one public
 6  hearing, but our intent is actually to have
 7  multiple venues that we can present the plan
 8  primarily.  As Lori said, we will be working on
 9  reaching out to the COGs.  And Gail and I have
10  been working on scheduling some of those meetings.
11                 We do have some dates already put
12  together, but we will be reaching out to some
13  workgroups that we can engage and get the message
14  out to, as has been previously mentioned, so we
15  can cast a broad net to get some interest in the
16  water plan.
17                 Talking about some YouTube videos
18  that we can work on with our communication folks
19  as well, and really trying to figure out target
20  audiences.  You know, who do we want to become
21  involved with this?  Who do we, outside of some of
22  our traditional players, who do we want to engage,
23  you know, in this outreach effort?
24                 So those are some of the things
25  we're working on.  And I open it up to Corinne and
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 1  Gail, if there's anything that you want to speak
 2  to?
 3                 GAIL LUCCHINA: You pretty much
 4  covered it, other than as Linda pointed out, we
 5  did discuss a lot about the best way to collect
 6  the comments.  And we all agreed the other
 7  agencies had experience with Survey Monkey and had
 8  no problems -- really liked the way that worked.
 9  And we really know that Lotus Notes has been
10  somewhat difficult.
11                 So Nick mentioned that the docket
12  that we had originally set up a few weeks ago to
13  be the repository for the comments, that's going
14  to be closed and this system should work a lot
15  better.
16                 And oh, just going back to your
17  question about your interviews earlier, Jack.
18  When I spoke to the person from PLR, he did
19  mention that within two weeks of the broadcast it
20  will then be made a podcast so that it will be
21  available to anyone after that.
22                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
23                 LORI MATHIEU: And that's
24  something.  That podcast, we can put a link.  We
25  put it right up on the webpage so it's accessible.
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 1                 GAIL LUCCHINA: Right.
 2                 LINDA FERRARO: They covered it,
 3  but our hashtag for twitter is going to be hashtag
 4  CT water plan.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU: Can we make that
 6  state water plan?
 7                 CORINNE FITTING: We'll check and
 8  see if it's available.
 9                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Shorter, better.
10                 LORI MATHIEU: Well, it could be
11  misunderstood as Connecticut Water Company,
12  Connecticut Water Plan.  When I saw that, that's
13  what I thought.  You know, so we have to make sure
14  we're representing it, that it's the State.
15                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Do you guys
16  tweet, Maureen and David?
17                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK: Not me.
18  Limited.
19                 LORI MATHIEU: But to all of your
20  points -- and again, thank you to the four of you,
21  and Eric who's not here.  But there was a
22  tremendous amount of work and effort on everyone's
23  behalf, as well as our communications people who
24  had been wonderful to work with.  And they're very
25  brilliant at outreach and communications.  So
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 1  we're very happy to be moving forward with all of
 2  this.
 3                 I do want to tell you about a few
 4  experiences that I've had so far.  I was invited
 5  with Dave.  Thank you, Dave Kozminski.  We went to
 6  the Lower Connecticut River Council of Government
 7  meeting.  Right?  And we had a few minutes -- and
 8  I just had five minutes to talk in front of the
 9  chief elected officials of that area, which is a
10  really unique area.
11                 If you think about that area it
12  goes from --
13                 THE CHAIRMAN: I was going to say,
14  was it that, or the five minutes for you?
15                 LORI MATHIEU: What's that?
16                 THE CHAIRMAN: Was it that or the
17  five minutes they gave you?
18                 LORI MATHIEU: I was good,
19  actually.  Right?  Because I had to leave.  I was
20  late for something else.  Yeah, so I did five
21  minutes, if you can believe it -- but they wanted
22  me back for another 35 minutes.  So I'm happy to
23  go back.
24                 But that's a unique area.  It goes
25  from Cromwell all the way down to the shoreline
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 1  and surrounds the Connecticut River.  And so if
 2  you know that area at all, we have -- we
 3  collectively.  When I say, we, the four agencies
 4  are directly involved with some major water
 5  projects in that area, water to Durham in the
 6  Superfund site, water to the Tylerville area in
 7  Haddam.
 8                 So there's a lot going on in that
 9  particular area, and many of the chief elected
10  officials are very interested in the message in
11  the state water plan.  So I thought that was very
12  engaging.  So it really told me a lot that the
13  council of governments in those meetings with the
14  elected officials would be very, very important
15  for us to attend.
16                 And also I was able to -- my
17  agency, the Department of Public Health holds a
18  webinar on a monthly basis with all the local
19  health directors.  And I was able to present for
20  about 10 or 15 minutes, not too long, at the tail
21  end of their webinar.  And that's recorded, and
22  the slides that we used were the slides that
23  Corinne and Gail and Linda had put -- and Eric had
24  put together.
25                 So I think the core messages of the
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 1  presentation that we have is a good one and that
 2  we have a really captive audience right now.  I
 3  think a lot of people want to know about what the
 4  plan does and says, and they want to learn more
 5  about it, and they do want to comment.  We already
 6  have received three sets of comments, which is
 7  good.
 8                 And so we see the form works.  All
 9  right?  So it works really well.  I think it's a
10  great idea to post every week and get into a
11  system.  So our clock is ticking.  We have 120
12  days until November 17th.  That's the end of the
13  comment period.
14                 LINDA FERRARO: 20th.  Actually
15  November 20th.
16                 LORI MATHIEU: 20th, sorry.  The
17  20th.  So right before Thanksgiving our clock is
18  ticking.  So we have a lot of work to do.  And
19  Linda had shared with me -- she hasn't shared with
20  everybody, but the schedule, you're going to keep
21  track of all the presentations and everything that
22  we do.
23                 Anyone of us, if we go speak
24  anywhere for five minutes we should definitely let
25  Linda know, and we'd keep track of every forum and
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 1  every public outreach that we have.
 2                 And also I want to add to this, I
 3  think -- and Nick, you could help us with this,
 4  that I think we need to hold something
 5  specifically for key legislative people and
 6  schedule it soon.  I think it's on this, I
 7  believe, but we need to bring that out to the
 8  forefront because if we don't reach our
 9  legislators and tell them what the plan says and
10  does, then we're, you know, that wouldn't be a
11  good thing.
12                 So all the key groups, all the
13  people that were directly involved with drafting
14  the legislation like John Hampton and Mary
15  Mushinsky and Jonathan Steinberg -- and I'm sure
16  I'm forgetting a few others that were key.
17                 NICK NEELEY: Actually, this
18  morning I sent an e-mail with the links to the
19  chairs and ranking members of Energy, Health and
20  Environment, and to Mushinsky and Hampton saying,
21  here's the links.
22                 LORI MATHIEU: Oh, great.
23                 NICK NEELEY: Here's where you find
24  the information.  And I'll get back to you like
25  that and talk to you about this some more and try
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 1  to get some time presumably after September -- or
 2  after summer is over to that.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN: But you're right.  I
 4  mean, that's a key component of our -- the past.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU: Right.  And also,
 6  would that include planning and development?
 7  Because I think that one of the chairs or cochairs
 8  from planning and development came to the LOB.  I
 9  forget his name.
10                 NICK NEELEY: A member or a chair?
11                 LORI MATHIEU: A state rep.
12                 NICK NEELEY: A member of P and D.
13                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: Roland Lemar.
14  Roland Lemar is the chair.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: Oh, yes.  That's
16  right.
17                 NICK NEELEY: That's right.  Roland
18  came.
19                 LINDA FERRARO: He sat next to
20  Dave.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, he did.  Yes.
22  Very nice, yes.
23                 NICK NEELEY: I'll include an
24  e-mail to the chairs and ranking of P and D.
25                 LORI MATHIEU: And then I think
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 1  another group we haven't approached yet is the
 2  Governor's office.  And I think it would be nice
 3  to present the draft directly to their staff or
 4  anyone from the Governor's office that would like
 5  to know more about it, because in the end that's
 6  going to be delivered to the Governor.
 7                 So I don't know if we have any
 8  ideas or anything we could add here, but I think
 9  those are key people we need to reach out, and
10  spend a lot of time and answer any and all
11  questions, and ask for their thoughts about
12  outreach as well.  And if they think we should go
13  someplace else and do something else to present
14  this to any other group that they would like, I
15  think that would be ideal.
16                 And I do see that -- and I still
17  have a question about Senator Kennedy had a
18  request.  I think there's something on this plan.
19                 NICK NEELEY: Yeah, he called me
20  and asked.  He wanted to know when a public
21  hearing was going to be held.  He would like to
22  come and speak.  So I was going to get back to him
23  when there is a schedule.
24                 I mean, one of the things that I
25  mentioned to Commissioner Betkoski this morning is
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 1  maybe do one of these public meetings or hearings
 2  in Wallingford in Mary Mushinsky's district since
 3  she's sort of been with us.  So you know, that
 4  might be a nice idea to have sort of a central
 5  area to just have some thought.
 6                 LORI MATHIEU: And possibly also
 7  with, you know, Jonathan Steinberg who's the
 8  cochair of public health.  He's been very
 9  supportive.  And every time I see him he asks me,
10  so does the plan solve everything?
11                 So I think it would be great to --
12  and Jonathan Hampton.  I mean, he was -- if people
13  were involved with the legislation, he was really
14  very important to all of this, as well as the
15  Governor himself.  Without his support we wouldn't
16  be here.
17                 So there was one other thing I
18  wanted to mention.  I forgot -- but see what
19  happens when you get too much sun on the Cape.
20  Right?  It's just, your brain fries.
21                 There was something else.  But
22  anyway, Linda, go ahead.
23                 LINDA FERRARO: Yeah.  I just
24  wanted to mention, too, that you have already
25  presented at the WUCCs, all three of the WUCCs.


Min-U-Script® BCT Reporting LLC (6) Pages 21 - 24







STATE OF CONNECTICUT PUBLIC UTILITIES REGULATORY AUTHORITYSTATE WATER PLANNING COUNCIL
August 1, 2017


Page 25


 1  So that was very well received.
 2                 LORI MATHIEU: Right.  You know,
 3  after the first one it went better, because I
 4  found the slides from CDM.  I found they were kind
 5  of tough to explain, you know, the charts, from
 6  the climate change charts.
 7                 I think it's, you know, it's
 8  something where our message has to be more simple
 9  for people to understand the plan and kind of keep
10  it at a level where anybody, you know.  When
11  you're presenting it's hard to describe, you know,
12  these complex concepts.  I think it's difficult.
13                 And anybody who wants to dive into
14  the plan could read all about it, but I think that
15  what's beautiful -- beautifully written is the CDM
16  two-pager, which is wonderful, and the executive
17  summary.  So a lot of people got a lot out of
18  that.
19                 And even the council of governments
20  at the Lower Connecticut River, I handed those out
21  to them and they appreciated that very much.  So I
22  thought those two documents alone really speak to
23  the plan and have been very well received so far.
24  When you show them the size of the plan, they're
25  like, oh, there's no way I'm going to read that.
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 1  So those two documents are perfect ambassadors for
 2  the plan.
 3                 But I will -- oh, now I remember.
 4  I see Elaine here from CDM.  So now I remember.
 5  Given that we have key legislators that were
 6  instrumental in passing this as well as the
 7  Governor, could we have -- and I'm begging you for
 8  four more paper copies?  Because we should hand
 9  copies to Mary Mushinsky, Jonathan Steinberg --
10                 ELAINE SISTARE: Kennedy?
11                 LORI MATHIEU: Well, John Hampton.
12  I think there were three or four of them that were
13  just there all the time supporting the
14  legislation, working on the language, very
15  supportive -- and the Governor.  And we should
16  hand four copies to these people.
17                 So if you have --
18                 ELAINE SISTARE: Yeah, I have
19  two with me today that are yours, because one --
20  the FedEx missing package showed up at my desk
21  this morning.
22                 LORI MATHIEU: Oh, it didn't make
23  it to my house.  Yeah.  Okay.  Just a month later.
24                 ELAINE SISTARE: So you know, you
25  certainly can have those two and we could probably
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 1  dig up two more.
 2                 LORI MATHIEU: Okay.  That would be
 3  great.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN: How about the State
 5  Library?  They want two copies.
 6                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: I know we have
 7  to give them copies, I think, by statute.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU: Do we?
 9                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: I think so.
10                 ELAINE SISTARE: You know, it's
11  certainly -- our contract is complete, of course,
12  but in a limited number we can provide them,
13  especially for that important use.
14                 MIKE JENNINGS: This is Mike
15  Jennings at NEIWPCC.
16                 Can I offer a possible solution?
17                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes, please, Mike.
18                 MIKE JENNINGS: I have got the PDF
19  that CDM provided formatted so that it will print
20  out in black and white on eight and a half by
21  eleven paper that we can make three-hole punched,
22  and we can ring bind them.
23                 If it's just going to sit on a
24  shelf somewhere, do you think that that would be
25  acceptable?
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU: Is that acceptable
 2  for the library, maybe?
 3                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: Not for the
 4  library.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU: No, we need the
 6  color?
 7                 MIKE JENNINGS: Maybe staff could
 8  keep those and the color copies could go where
 9  they're needed, because all you're really losing
10  is the subtlety of the colors on some of the 11 by
11  17 foldout maps.  But other than that, it's the
12  exact same report.
13                 LORI MATHIEU: Right, but the
14  subtlety in color is significant.  Right?  You
15  lose the whole emphasis of some of those beautiful
16  color maps and the shading that's there.
17                 MIKE JENNINGS: Lori, your staff
18  doesn't pull that map out and refer to it as
19  they're coming up with the outreach plan.  Or you
20  know, Betsy's staff doesn't pull out the map and
21  show it around.
22                 I'm just offering solutions, but we
23  can come up with more physical hardcopies for a
24  much simpler price than having the color ones made
25  up and bound.
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU: So we'll work with
 2  Elaine and get what you have.  I would prefer
 3  color copies because of the subtleties.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN: Why don't we do
 5  this?  Why don't we get an absolute number of
 6  color copies we need and let Elaine know.
 7                 And then Garrett will figure out
 8  how to pay for it.
 9                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Welcome,
10  Garrett.
11                 ELAINE SISTARE: That's fine.
12  Yeah.
13                 MIKE JENNINGS: As to the resources
14  to produce them, that's a cost that we did.  And
15  again, we're sitting on some resources for the
16  project which that would fall right in line.  We
17  actually have a line item in our contract for
18  printing.
19                 LORI MATHIEU: Right.  One of the
20  things, Mike, that we did think about the use of
21  the funds.  And maybe I'll roll that over to Jack,
22  but one of the things that we have, as state
23  agencies have a capacity to do, is make color
24  copies ourselves.  So we'll talk about that
25  further.
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 1                 You know, there's always DAS
 2  printing services that we could pursue, but that,
 3  you know, comes with a dollar sign.  But we will
 4  think about that.
 5                 But I thank you, to CDM, for
 6  helping us out with whatever you can do.
 7                 ELAINE SISTARE: Sure.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU: I would be
 9  appreciative.  Because I think, you know, the key
10  legislators -- and if there's any other key
11  legislators that, from anybody's minds that you
12  think are important to get a paper copy to, let us
13  know because I don't want to leave anybody out
14  that was important to the legislation.
15                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: I think the
16  three you mentioned were the three that were in
17  the room negotiating the language with us -- was
18  it three years ago?
19                 LORI MATHIEU: Right.  Yeah,
20  exactly.  Yeah, okay.  Good.
21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: So if we can
22  talk a little bit about the outreach plan?  I
23  think it does a great job of reaching out to the
24  government entities that we need to do.  I think
25  we need a broader audience, and I think it had
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 1  been our intent from the beginning to engage the
 2  Water Planning Council advisory group in that
 3  outreach piece.
 4                 One of the things the team is doing
 5  is working on a presentation that will be
 6  complete, will be for all audiences and will also
 7  have a script available.  And this concept of this
 8  freakish bureau, where basically the plan would be
 9  available to increase the number of people that we
10  get to, and ask all of the stakeholders in this
11  room who have been so important for us in getting
12  to this point to help us get the word out.  So we
13  can get as much public comment and as much input
14  into this plan as we can.
15                 I mean, I think there's some pieces
16  here that, as the Water Planning Council we should
17  certainly do, but it is our collective plan and
18  certainly would ask the Water Planning Council
19  advisory group to work with us on that, and for us
20  to provide them the information so that they can
21  do that.
22                 LORI MATHIEU: If we could on the
23  agenda, you know we have a report out.  I mean,
24  one of the things that -- and I don't know when
25  it's best to bring this up, but fundamentally over
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 1  the last year, you know, a number of people have
 2  said, what's the role of the advisory group?  Why
 3  don't they have a role in the development of the
 4  state water plan?  Because they didn't directly.
 5                 We had the steering committee, and
 6  we a policy group, and we had the science and
 7  technology group led by Virginia.  Now there's a
 8  number of people that were involved in those
 9  groups that we have let go.  They're not formally
10  involved any longer.
11                 There is a discussion I think that
12  needs to take place between us about
13  representation on the advisory group, the future
14  of the advisory group.  What's the plan for the
15  advisory group?  We don't have a cochair for the
16  advisory group.
17                 I really, truly believe that the
18  Steering Committee members who were active need to
19  get brought back into this picture.  And so before
20  we give the advisory group any work to do -- and
21  that's why you don't see it here, is that we need
22  to talk about the makeup of that group.  Because
23  fundamentally, you know, the statute says it has
24  to be balanced between consumptive and
25  nonconsumptive.
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 1                 I think as a state plan now, when
 2  you read that executive summary it talks and
 3  speaks to public health and environmental health.
 4  And I think that's where we need to focus our
 5  advisory group members from.
 6                 Fundamentally, I don't believe that
 7  there's many public health people represented on
 8  that advisory group, and I'd like to talk further
 9  about that because I think that that's been a
10  missing piece for a long time.
11                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: We can, but what
12  we're talking about now is the outreach plan.
13                 LORI MATHIEU: And in the context
14  of the outreach plan that I've been involved in, I
15  don't think it's appropriate at this point to give
16  any work to an advisory group that we have yet to
17  decide, what are they going to do?  What's the
18  mission?
19                 We don't even have another cochair.
20  We've got a concern from one of the potential
21  cochair's boss that was sent to us about a lot of
22  these questions, about what's the mission?  What's
23  the vision?  What's the organization?  In my
24  opinion, I don't think we should give any work to
25  a group that we have yet to really talk about and
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 1  figure out what the future holds.
 2                 And I feel like a broken record.
 3  I've brought this up a number of times.  I think
 4  we owe it to the people that have volunteered for
 5  a long time on the advisory group.  We owe it to
 6  them to have a conversation between the four of us
 7  as to, what's the mission?  What's the vision?
 8  What would we like them to do now that we actually
 9  have a draft plan?
10                 So I think we need to take a step
11  back before we give work to a group that, you
12  know, we have no money.  We have no staff to give
13  them.  And I think it's irresponsible, frankly,
14  for us to give them any work before we figure all
15  that out.
16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: So my position
17  on that would be that the members of the Water
18  Planning Council advisory group have been
19  following this process.
20                 Many of them have served on the
21  Steering Committee -- on the policy subcommittee
22  or the technical subcommittee, and are in a
23  perfect place to sort of carry this message
24  forward that we're working on.  It's also what we
25  asked them to do as a council back when the state
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 1  water plan piece was initiated.  And I think it
 2  would be disrespectful not to do that.
 3                 I think we can have that ongoing
 4  discussion, but the public comment period is now.
 5  And the opportunity to get the word out is now,
 6  and we need to muster all the forces that we can
 7  to get that message out, because it is our mutual
 8  plan.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU: Right.  It is the
10  plan of the four state agencies.  It is a
11  state-funded state agency plan.  We have a group
12  of stakeholders -- again I'll say it.  I don't
13  think public health has been adequately
14  represented, and we need to step back before we
15  give a mission, a formal mission to a group of
16  volunteers -- who have been great.
17                 But I think we need to put more
18  thought into who's on that group and what we ask
19  them to do, and why.  Because again, I don't think
20  it's fair to be giving people work to do when we
21  have -- we don't have our act together.  We
22  haven't come up with a vision or a mission for
23  this group.  I just don't think it's fair.
24                 I mean I think, though,
25  anybody that has been -- somebody like Virginia,
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 1  for instance.  Let's pick on Virginia.  She has
 2  spent a tremendous amount -- when she was with
 3  USGS -- and now she's spent a tremendous amount of
 4  time on her own coming here and spending time,
 5  leading that science and technology group.
 6                 You go out and present.  You could
 7  use that core message.  You could go and present,
 8  but you know, I want to stick to the core message.
 9  Maybe there's a core group of people that we could
10  say, okay.  Here, you go out and say this.  But I
11  want to make the responsible party the four state
12  agencies that are responsible for this plan.
13                 And anybody that we go out and
14  present to, I don't want anybody thinking, well,
15  this might be somebody else's plan.  No, it's the
16  State's plan.  We're responsible for doing this.
17                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: It's the media
18  framing the message.  I mean, Virginia is a
19  perfect example of the stalwart of the Water
20  Planning Council advisory group every meeting,
21  from what I can see.  So -- and there are others.
22                 LORI MATHIEU: Right, but I don't
23  think under the context of the advisory committee.
24  I think under the context of people like Virginia
25  who have been involved.  She's a core member as
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 1  far as I'm concerned, but not on the advisory
 2  committee because we don't have our act together
 3  as far as the advisory committee.
 4                 You know, I just don't agree with
 5  giving the advisory committee a mission as a
 6  committee.
 7                 NICK NEELEY: But I think, you
 8  know, the legislative -- regardless of whether or
 9  not, I think the legislative intent was to include
10  the Water Planning Council advisory group and
11  their members and their constituencies in the
12  process of getting the message out, building some
13  interest, bringing people to the hearings and the
14  like.
15                 I think -- I don't think -- the
16  Legislature intended that.  I mean, trust me.
17  They wanted to be involved.
18                 LORI MATHIEU: Well, I'm not saying
19  not to have them involved, but let's take a step
20  back and let's add people from public health.
21  Because where is the --
22                 NICK NEELEY: That's two different
23  things.
24                 LORI MATHIEU: Well you know, we're
25  a big part of this plan in public health, and
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 1  we've spent an awful lot of time as an agency
 2  making sure that the public health message is
 3  there, and that high-quality water should be
 4  preserved for human consumption.
 5                 And so if we don't have advocates
 6  on an advisory group that can speak to consumption
 7  of water -- there's some great doctors and people
 8  in the public health foundation that can speak to
 9  consumption and childhood lead poisoning, and the
10  importance of making sure that water is tested so
11  children aren't, you know, poisoned with lead.
12  Where do we have that aspect on the advisory
13  group?
14                 So to me, I just hesitate because I
15  want to make sure our message is -- and then also
16  on rates.  Where do we have just a person who
17  represents a consumer?
18                 NICK NEELEY: I think -- if I just
19  interject?  I think later in the meeting, I think
20  the Water Planning Council advisory group has some
21  time.
22                 And you know, for myself I'd like
23  to hear from them in terms of they, you know, what
24  Margaret and the other members of the Water
25  Planning Council advisory group have to say about
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 1  what they can see as their possible role on a
 2  plan.
 3                 Because I'll, you know, say it
 4  again.  I think it's clearly the intent of the
 5  folks that passed this bill, when you're doing the
 6  outreach, to engage the Water Planning Council
 7  advisory group as much as you can.
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN: The mission
 9  statement of the Water Planning Council advisory
10  group is charged with addressing the State's
11  water management issues and has established a
12  Water Planning Council advisory group to assist it
13  in executing its legislative responsibilities.  So
14  there you go.
15                 And Dave, you've been very patient
16  back there.
17                 DAVE KOZMINSKI: I was just going
18  to point out, again when Lori was speaking, you
19  know, one of the takeaways after we presented to
20  the COG after Lori left, that we got feedback from
21  all of the town officials or so forth.  Okay.
22                 And when we talk about the
23  outreach, one of the things that they wanted --
24  and they want a simple fact sheet.  Okay?  -- put
25  together.  They don't want, you know, we've got
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 1  reams and reams of paper that they're never going
 2  to read.  Something they can understand, you know,
 3  and I think that's what we have to focus on, you
 4  know.
 5                 You know, I think our presentation
 6  was short and succinct and so forth, and the fact,
 7  you know, Lori did bring the two-page thing.  That
 8  was great, but from the standpoint of what this
 9  plan has, you know, we put together -- and they
10  said a two-page fact sheet, bullet points, boom,
11  boom, boom, boom, that they can understand.  You
12  know, that the layman could understand.
13                 You know, we've all been involved
14  in this process and have drudged through, you
15  know, reams and reams of testimony and comments
16  and so forth.  But again, they stressed it would
17  be simple.  And you know, from an outreach
18  standpoint when we go out to do these
19  presentations we've got to make sure that our
20  message is consistent across the board.
21                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA: So did they not
22  understand the two-page fact sheet that exists?
23                 DAVE KOZMINSKI: Well, again I
24  mean, we handed out as we were there.  Okay?  You
25  know, and then so forth.  But you know, we went
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 1  through a lot of that, but this, this was helpful.
 2                 But you know, we talked a lot about
 3  sustainability and resiliency.  Okay?  Among the
 4  towns.  And there again, you know, what's a
 5  non-transient, noncommunity system?  You know, so
 6  they wanted, you know, a succinct fact sheet that
 7  is going to say.  Okay.  This, this, this and
 8  this, that the layman can understand.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU: I think that's a
10  great point, because you might say, well, there is
11  a two-pager.  Let's just read the two-pager.
12                 You know what?  I think that's too
13  much for people.  I think it's too much for the
14  mayor of Middletown to sit there.  Okay.  Just
15  tell me.  I just need to know the five main points
16  in plain language.
17                 So I think that's, again, it goes
18  back to what Linda was talking about -- and Gail
19  and Corinne -- was developing the core message.
20  Like, what is the core message?  And I think we
21  can use that to develop that one page, maybe a
22  one-pager that when you present to anybody, there
23  it is right in front of you.
24                 Now the reason why I say what I
25  say, and this will be my last thing, is that I
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 1  think it's really fundamentally important for the
 2  state agencies to say the core message because it
 3  comes from the State of Connecticut.  We are state
 4  agencies and we are invested in this plan and
 5  implementing the plan.
 6                 I've heard from a lot of people
 7  there's a lot of criticism out there.  You're
 8  never going to do anything.  Oh, great plan.  It
 9  won't get done.  So that's, you know, the people
10  that need to get the stuff done that's in the plan
11  are led by -- I'm not saying we're going to do
12  everything ourselves, but are led by these four
13  agencies.
14                 So if, you know, we can get other
15  people involved, and I have no problem with that,
16  but the state agencies have to be seen as the
17  leaders of this mission.  And I see it as a
18  mission over the next ten years.  We have to lay
19  that out and implement.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN: Well, that's a nice
21  segue.  And Betsey, unless you want to, I'm going
22  to turn it over to the Water Planning Council
23  advisory group.  We're going to talk about their
24  July 18th meeting.
25                 We're going to talk about an


Page 43


 1  appointment to represent the investor-owned
 2  companies.  We're going to talk about the
 3  appointment of a cochair, and we're going to end
 4  with Len discussing his white paper.  So --
 5                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: I think the only
 6  thing I'd say, Jack, is I'm uncomfortable with the
 7  outreach plan until we get this issue resolved.
 8  So -- but, we can move on.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU: Does that mean we
10  don't move forward?
11                 THE CHAIRMAN: I think it's
12  premature to give the Water Planning Council
13  advisory group any marching orders until we come
14  up with an outreach plan that we agree upon, and
15  then we'll decide how they're going to be
16  utilized.
17                 I think that we have an obligation
18  as a council to do that.  I want to feel
19  comfortable with what the message is going out to
20  the public.  I'm just not going to say, okay.
21  Here it is.  Go.
22                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: But there are
23  two issues here.  There's the message, which we
24  are working on and the team is working on hard.
25  And then there's, who do you reach out to and who
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 1  does that outreach?
 2                 And my point is, that's an integral
 3  part of the outreach plan and a piece that I do
 4  not think we finished our discussion about.
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN: Well, I would hope
 6  that the Water Planning Council advisory group
 7  reaches out to their constituency, Betsy.  I think
 8  that that's -- their primary mission, I think is
 9  to go out and talk to their constituents.
10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: I agree and we
11  should endorse them and encourage them to do that.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  Let's get the
13  message, and we'll send it out.
14                 And with that, Margaret, straighten
15  us all out for us.  Will you, you lone chair of
16  the committee?
17                 MARGARET MINOR: Well, I'm waiting
18  eagerly.
19                 THE CHAIRMAN: So are we.
20                 MARGARET MINOR: I can tell you I
21  was -- well, I meant to get out before now a
22  letter to all the members, but since I didn't and
23  forgot it until last night I can now read it.
24  Everybody's here.
25                 I think Bruce is on vacation, so I
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 1  can send it out individually to members, or I
 2  could do a joint, you know, just say, dear
 3  advisory group member, and send it to the group.
 4                 But what we're saying is I think
 5  what you wanted, and what's coming up here is
 6  that, okay.  I write on behalf of the Water
 7  Planning Council and the WPCAG to inquire as to
 8  your level of interest in continuing as a member
 9  of the WPCAG going forward.
10                 Each member has an important role
11  to play and we value your participation highly.
12  We are going into a year in which water planning
13  is high on the State's agenda.  It is especially
14  important that the WPCGA, whatever we are, be at
15  full strength with active members.  We try to make
16  participation reasonably convenient by providing a
17  call-in option.
18                 Now this is amusing today and maybe
19  I'll take it out.  Parentheses, the telephone
20  works quite well now with the new communications
21  system.  I think we can just "X" that out.
22                 LORI MATHIEU: The phone is working
23  well.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN: It's the mics.
25                 MARGARET MINOR: We also offer each
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 1  member the chance to designate an alternate,
 2  provided that the alternate or regular member work
 3  in the same organization.  Alternates of course
 4  should be kept up to speed on the proceedings.
 5                 We hope you will be able to commit
 6  to the continued or new regular participation, but
 7  if this is not realistic please let us know at
 8  this time.  If you wish to suggest a replacement,
 9  that would be welcome -- I think.  We are aiming
10  to participation above 90 percent for each member
11  in the coming year.
12                 Many thanks to your dedication for
13  Connecticut water resources to answer again in
14  time for Bruce, or if he's not here, I'll say me.
15  So that's the message.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN: I think that's
17  excellent.
18                 MARGARET MINOR: It's here,
19  available for editing if anybody wants to edit it.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN: Then it will go out
21  soon.
22                 MARGARET MINOR: I will send it out
23  I think just to the group this afternoon, to the
24  advisory group.  Dear advisory group member, and
25  follow up with phonecalls.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN: Excellent.  Thank
 2  you.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR: Okay.  Are we
 4  doing more on advisory group now?
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yeah.
 6                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA: May I
 7  interject something to address your concern, Lori?
 8  And that is, there is a health representative on
 9  it who has not been very active.  And I would
10  suggest that if we don't get a very strong, yes, I
11  will; or, please, replace me; that perhaps you
12  should reach out to that individual because we do
13  need a health person actively involved.
14                 LORI MATHIEU: And I will be doing
15  that.
16                 And also, and I'd like to put this
17  on the table for thought is, would you be willing
18  to consider adding more public health advocates?
19                 MARGARET MINOR: That's, you know,
20  changing the makeup of the group is probably a
21  question that I'm not able to answer off the cuff.
22  And I would certainly want to know what other
23  people think even if I had a definite opinion.
24                 LORI MATHIEU: Right because, you
25  know, the statute leads us and it says -- it
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 1  doesn't say you're limited to this.  I think you
 2  could add, and I think what the health department
 3  is talking about is adding.
 4                 Because I agree with you.  I mean,
 5  our health, our one health director over the
 6  years I don't think, you know, the names have
 7  changed and they haven't been directly active.
 8  And sometimes health directors, you know, they're
 9  quite busy people.  And they're, you know, 24/7
10  working on behalf of their towns.
11                 So we've been working on getting
12  people who are active in public health advocacy,
13  people that work in cities and city government,
14  that work in oral health, that work in children's
15  health.  And so we have a group of people that
16  we're ready to tee up that are willing to come and
17  talk about public health.
18                 MARGARET MINOR: I think in
19  general, we don't -- the water policy in general
20  over the years, we don't hear enough and don't
21  have enough involvement from the public health
22  officials that are in the field, and that they're
23  not very sure of what their support is at the town
24  level, or at the state level.
25                 They're kind of floating out there.
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 1  And so I would welcome -- I don't know exactly on
 2  this proposal, but I certainly would welcome more
 3  involvement generally in water policy from those
 4  people.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU: Yeah, go ahead,
 6  Linda.
 7                 LINDA FERRARO: And I can just
 8  speak as a public health professional for well
 9  over 20 years.  I've worked my career in trying to
10  integrate oral health into other aspects of public
11  health and that's been a challenge.
12                 It's been a huge challenge because
13  oral health is very akin to water.  If you have it
14  you don't think about it.  If you have it, if you
15  have water you don't think about it, but if you
16  don't have it that's when you think about it.
17                 So in my mission, in terms of
18  trying to promote this plan to the public health
19  community, we have multiple opportunities to try
20  to outreach to folks that are involved in
21  different efforts, chronic disease management,
22  diabetes management.  You know, we're trying to
23  get people in a public health arena to try to
24  start drinking water, to trust the water that
25  they're drinking, trust the public water that's
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 1  coming in through their taps.
 2                 A lot of individuals that we have
 3  coming into our state don't necessarily trust the
 4  water because they come from countries where you
 5  can't trust the water.  So they're spending a lot
 6  of money going out and buying bottled water, when
 7  all they have to do is turn on the tap.
 8                 So there's a lot of education that
 9  needs to be done, and I think looking at the plan
10  myself, not having been involved in water for my
11  career, this is a wonderful opportunity for us to
12  hopefully try to capitalize on improving the
13  overall health of our state, the residents of our
14  state and highlighting the different aspects that
15  public health can be involved in.
16                 So I'm going to be on my soapbox
17  here, but you know, I think there's a lot of areas
18  that we can capitalize on and expand the knowledge
19  base, and to expand the people that are
20  potentially involved and engaged in water in our
21  state.  Because it has multi-layers of components
22  that are effective, and so I just speak from that
23  perspective.
24                 LORI MATHIEU: That's one of the
25  reasons why we brought Linda aboard, because she
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 1  has a lot of advocates, a lot of connections in
 2  the public health arena.
 3                 For instance, I need to speak with
 4  Dan.  We've been approached by the new health
 5  director of the City of Bridgeport.  She wants to
 6  hold a forum on water.  She wants to bring in the
 7  city council.  We want to invite Aquarion.  We
 8  want to talk about why people should be consuming
 9  water in the city of Bridgeport, because the water
10  is good to drink, you know, consumer tapwater.
11                 So it's an exciting time, and
12  that's why I say what I say.  Because I think it,
13  you know, to bring in the public health advocates,
14  now is a good time since we have a draft plan.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: Gail?
16                 GAIL LUCCHINA: I'd just like to
17  say I was at the advisory group meeting, and I
18  know that Virginia mentioned -- and there was
19  support for what she said, that when you sent out
20  this letter there are many people, you know, this
21  type of contact has been done before.
22                 And the person says, oh, yes.
23  Great.  I want to continue, but they still don't
24  show up.  And so you know, she made the point that
25  perhaps we ought to say, unless you can really
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 1  commit to coming to these meetings we're going to
 2  have to seek a replacement.  And that in asking
 3  people if they are going to designate an
 4  alternate, that the alternate has to be from the
 5  same organization.
 6                 MARGARET MINOR: I have that.
 7                 GAIL LUCCHINA: And so people
 8  really didn't agree with your statement that we've
 9  heard this before.  That, oh, yes.  I'm really
10  interested in being on the council, but they still
11  don't show up.
12                 The health district person has not
13  been there.  In the last three meetings that I've
14  gone to there wasn't a quorum, and I had to run
15  and get Rich Sobolewski.  And he was going to
16  submit, and then he had a meeting the last time,
17  so you couldn't even --
18                 MARGARET MINOR: I caught him.
19                 GAIL LUCCHINA: So you know, you do
20  really have to.
21                 And one last thing, and I apologize
22  because I have to leave early, but I just wanted
23  to throw out there I know that we only have four
24  months as the comment period.  What if someone
25  like Margaret calls a meeting of the Rivers
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 1  Alliance?
 2                 Would it be possible for, instead
 3  of Margaret or an advisory group member giving the
 4  presentation, could one of you go to that meeting?
 5  As long as they're getting their constituents
 6  together whether, you know, it's Save Our Water
 7  or, you know, whichever group, Betsy's group, and
 8  one of you go out and present?
 9                 LORI MATHIEU: Gail, you asked me
10  to present anywhere, anytime.  I will do that.
11  I'm serious about going to any group.  You want to
12  set it up, and I think Virginia and I go out and
13  do some presentations together.
14                 Those are the kind of thing -- the
15  idea with the speakers bureau isn't just the four
16  of us, or the eight of us, you know, including
17  Linda and Gail, and Corinne and Eric.  But I think
18  it's the team of people that we could build, and
19  that's the idea of a speaker's bureau.
20                 But yeah, absolutely.  I'm willing
21  to go speak anywhere about it.  I think it's that
22  important.
23                 MARGARET MINOR: Just a question to
24  the Water Planning Council.  The Water Planning
25  Council, I thought it was pretty clear in this
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 1  letter, politely, that if you can't be there
 2  please say so.
 3                 But I could add that the Water
 4  Planning Council will reluctantly have to replace
 5  members who are not able to come on a regular
 6  basis.  Would you like me to add that sentence?
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN: Garrett has a
 8  question for you.
 9                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: Well, that
10  plays into my question.  Does the advisory group
11  have any structural procedures in place where if
12  you miss more than three meetings in a row you're
13  removed?
14                 MARGARET MINOR: No, we do not.
15  And actually, the Water Planning Council has the
16  authority for -- I mean, we recommend people.  You
17  know, we work closely, but the authority is with
18  the Water Planning Council.
19                 So that's why I'm saying, do you
20  want me to make a fairly definite statement?  Do
21  you want me to put a number in?  I mean, that gets
22  tricky.  If somebody gets sick and they miss, you
23  know, it gets tricky to put a number, but I could.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN: Or you can say
25  something along the lines that the members of the
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 1  Water Planning Council group serve at the pleasure
 2  of the Water Planning Council based upon your
 3  participation, or something.  I'm not yet exact.
 4                 MARGARET MINOR: So how about the
 5  WPC will be reviewing participation and may have
 6  to replace members who aren't able to make it?
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN: As appropriate.
 8  Right?  Something along those line.
 9                 JOHN HUDAK: I would put a date to
10  respond to.
11                 MARGARET MINOR: Yes.  I will --
12  respond tomorrow.
13                 Okay.  So I'm glad I did this.  I'm
14  sorry the letter is late, but it will be good.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: That's okay.
16                 Virginia?
17                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA: A couple of
18  points.  I think that in terms of having you
19  folks -- which I think it would be great if you
20  could go to these various gatherings.
21                 You know, if my count is correct,
22  there are 19 different interests represented on
23  the Water Planning Council advisory group.  And
24  even if we just started with their constituencies,
25  that's a lot of -- that's a huge commitment, Lori,
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 1  for you to make, or even the four of you to make
 2  in terms of going to many of them.
 3                 And I think I could come up with a
 4  list of a dozen, two dozen additional groups that
 5  could be -- you've already got the list started.
 6  I mean, the Society of Women Environmental
 7  Professionals, EPOC, the Bar Association.  I mean,
 8  I could just keep going.  So I think that having
 9  more numbers available in your speaker's bureau,
10  if you want to call it that, is going to make the
11  burden less on each individual.
12                 The other point is that right now
13  we do have 19 constituencies represented.  It
14  might be good to take a step back and look at if
15  we were creating an advisory group today, what
16  would the ideal composition be?  Who should be
17  represented?
18                 It's probably going to be very
19  similar, but at that point we can get into the
20  discussion, should there be different types of
21  help involved?  And that will be countered by -- I
22  know Margaret, you've said in the past that in
23  various groups the environmental issues are
24  underrepresented.
25                 You look at the example -- because
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 1  we have so many different flavors of water
 2  suppliers, there are a lot of suppliers on there.
 3  There are large investor-owned and small
 4  investor-owned, and regional and municipal.  And
 5  so that starts to weight it heavily in that
 6  direction.
 7                 What is the appropriate
 8  composition?  I think we should look at that and
 9  then decide whether we need to add more of one
10  category and get rid of a category, or whatever it
11  might be.  I also think we should task the people
12  who are on the advisory group to be doing a little
13  bit of reaching out to their group outside of it.
14                 So if you had five different types
15  of health that should have input to this process,
16  if there could be some mechanism by which they
17  could get their concerns to the one or two
18  representatives on the group.
19                 And the one or two representatives
20  on the group would have a responsibility to report
21  back to their larger constituency this is what's
22  ongoing.  If you have any input get it to me by
23  two days before the next meeting.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yeah, exactly.  I
25  can't agree more.
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 1                 MARGARET MINOR: Yes.  Thank you,
 2  Virginia, for that.  If we want to -- a couple
 3  more things from the advisory group.  We don't
 4  have a cochair, but we have a sort of crown
 5  prince.  So we have agreed, I think, on a
 6  replacement for Maureen.
 7                 And John, you can speak to it.  Or
 8  I can.
 9                 JOHN HUDAK: Sure.  Yes, Maureen
10  has left a vacancy with the large investor-owned
11  utilities.  And we've discussed a replacement, and
12  as recommending Dan Lawrence of Aquarion to be
13  that person.  Then endorsed by CWWA, and the
14  advisory group, and we're all on board.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: I would move that.
16  Actually, somebody move that.
17                 LORI MATHIEU: So moved.
18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Second.
19                 THE CHAIRMAN: Move Dan Lawrence to
20  fill the vacancy of Maureen Westbrook, who has
21  done an outstanding job for the Water Planning --
22  yes.
23                 All those in favor?
24                 THE COUNCIL: Aye.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN: Congratulations,
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 1  Dan.
 2                 You know, we did have this fancy
 3  resolution.  You were not here last month.
 4                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK: See, and I
 5  couldn't get a transcript.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN: We'll take care of
 7  that.
 8                 MARGARET MINOR: You have the
 9  resolution from Virginia?  We'll have to get it to
10  you if you haven't seen it.
11                 So I guess the last thing is, at
12  the last meeting we discussed the concept paper.
13                 LEN DeJONG: A cochair?  Before the
14  concept paper, would you like to discuss the
15  possibility of a new cochair?  It was on the
16  agenda.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  Let me talk
18  about the cochair.  I mean, we, John Hudak is --
19  how can I put it?  In consideration for this.  His
20  boss, Larry Bingaman has some concerns about how
21  the water planning advisory group is being
22  organized and operated.  And he was concerned with
23  the time commitment for him.
24                 And after today's meeting I think
25  that we'll have some kind of response to get back
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 1  to him.  I think that's what he's looking for.  Is
 2  it not?
 3                 JOHN HUDAK: I can speak to this,
 4  if you'd like?  And I'd rather not be a crown
 5  prince.
 6                 MARGARET MINOR: A dark horse.
 7                 JOHN HUDAK: No, I did discuss this
 8  opportunity with my bosses at the water authority.
 9  And you know, they acknowledged the time
10  commitment and that it's a good opportunity, but
11  also emphasized the importance of the advisory
12  group playing an important role in the state water
13  plan.  And also being equipped to take on that
14  role, whether it's resources or participating
15  members.
16                 That said, you know, I realize, you
17  know, defining the group's role from the
18  discussion today is going to take time.  I'm
19  willing to, you know, step in and take this on
20  and, you know, see how it goes.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  So do we have
22  the blessings of Larry?  That's the question.
23                 JOHN HUDAK: I think Larry left me
24  some wiggle room.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN: Well on that, I move


Min-U-Script® BCT Reporting LLC (15) Pages 57 - 60







STATE OF CONNECTICUT PUBLIC UTILITIES REGULATORY AUTHORITYSTATE WATER PLANNING COUNCIL
August 1, 2017


Page 61


 1  that John be appointed chair of the Water Planning
 2  Council advisory group.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR: Cochair pro tem.
 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: I second.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU: Can we have
 6  discussion?
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN: Rightly moved and
 8  seconded that John be appointed cochair of the
 9  Water Planning Council advisory group.
10                 LORI MATHIEU: Can we have
11  discussion?
12                 THE CHAIRMAN: Well, we always have
13  discussions on motions, yes.
14                 LORI MATHIEU: So what Virginia
15  laid out, I like.  You heard what I would like, to
16  have a consideration of adding more public health
17  advocates for the advisory group.
18                 I think to Larry's points -- and
19  I'm forgetting them all.  I don't have it in front
20  of me, but forgive me.  It's review the mission of
21  the group, the organization of the group; come up
22  with operational rules, as Garrett had mentioned.
23                 You know, if an active member, you
24  should be considered an active member.  If you
25  missed three meetings, you're nonactive.  And so I
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 1  think there should be some operating rules that
 2  get developed.  You know, I take what Larry wrote
 3  seriously.  He has concerns.
 4                 MARGARET MINOR: I didn't see what
 5  Larry wrote.  So --
 6                 LORI MATHIEU: Well, I don't know.
 7  Does anyone have a copy of what Larry sent?
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN: I have a copy here.
 9  I can share it with --
10                 MARGARET MINOR: I think I get the
11  gist, but we didn't see what Larry wrote.  So
12  we're kind of --
13                 LORI MATHIEU: So essentially the
14  group needs, you know, clear organization.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: More structure.  I
16  mean, basically the bottom line is more structure.
17                 LORI MATHIEU: Structure, and to
18  Garrett's point, you know, what's considered?  You
19  know, can you miss five meetings and still be on
20  the group?  I mean, it's not fair to that whole
21  constituency when people aren't represented.
22                 So I would ask that before, you
23  know, I vote yes or no, I would ask the group,
24  would you be willing to take that on and come back
25  next time?  And come back to us with some written
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 1  you know, draft operating rules, organizational
 2  structure, you know, some other ideas about just
 3  the general organization and some of the ideas,
 4  and read what Larry will give you a chance -- hear
 5  what Larry had to say?
 6                 But you know, I'm not in favor of
 7  adding somebody else when there's still -- he had
 8  a lot of serious concerns there.  So I would ask
 9  if the group is willing to consider that and come
10  up with some --
11                 MARGARET MINOR: Well, Larry used
12  to be a cochair.
13                 LORI MATHIEU: He did.
14                 MARGARET MINOR: So I'm assuming
15  he's written down what he thinks will be a good
16  idea.  So if you want to show us what Larry is
17  suggesting then I can present it to the group.  I
18  can send it around and see what people think of
19  it.
20                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK: And even
21  stronger with the cochair to do it with you.
22                 MARGARET MINOR: You have the final
23  say, but I'd be happy to show those, the
24  recommendations to the group which sound not all
25  new.
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU: No, there's nothing
 2  new there.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR: And see how people
 4  react.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU: And then I would ask
 6  that if people are reacting positively, that a
 7  group comes together and says, here.  Here's
 8  something we want to organize around and present
 9  back to our planning council in September.
10                 MARGARET MINOR: So John and I will
11  be sure that the group sees Larry's suggestions
12  and provides some kind of response, if they wish
13  to.
14                 LORI MATHIEU: That would be good.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  I'm going to
16  call the question.
17                 All those in favor of appointing
18  John Hudak as cochair of the Water Planning
19  Council advisory group, signify by saying aye.
20                 THE COUNCIL: Aye.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN: Opposed?
22                 (No response.)
23                 THE CHAIRMAN: Congratulations,
24  John.  Let's hear it for John?  Okay.
25                 My God.  It was like, finally a
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 1  pope.  We had more dialogue on this.
 2  Congratulations.
 3                 And again Maureen, thank you very,
 4  very much again on behalf of the Water Planning
 5  Council for everything that you've done for the
 6  Council, for the advisory group, for the water
 7  industry and for me personally over all the years
 8  that we've worked together.
 9                 I know you're not going away.
10  You're still going to be buying companies and
11  coming here before me and that kind of thing, but
12  you've been a gem, and thank you.
13                 Okay.  With that, we're going to --
14                 MARGARET MINOR: So I don't know
15  where on the agenda -- were you going to take up
16  Len's communication?
17                 THE CHAIRMAN: Len is coming up
18  right now.
19                 LEN DeJONG: My turn?
20                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes.
21                 LEN DeJONG: Thank you.
22                 Hey, Rob.  For the record, I'm Len
23  DeJong from the Pomperaug River Watershed
24  Coalition, and member of the advisory group, and
25  formally the science and technical committee.
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 1                 Before I do address the concept
 2  paper I just want to just briefly reflect to the
 3  conversation I just heard.  And none of it
 4  surprises me.  I think any good organization like
 5  the Water Planning Council advisory group needs to
 6  reflect back on itself and strategically think
 7  about itself going forward, and the time is right
 8  for us to do that.
 9                 I would want to underscore what
10  Betsy has said, though, that the retooling of the
11  advisory group is going to take some time.  And if
12  we're going to link the retooling of the advisory
13  group with our effort to outreach, I don't think
14  it's going to work.  I think we need to move
15  forward collectively.
16                 Yes, it's an agency plan, but it's
17  our plan.  I think we need to move forward
18  collectively and work with members of the advisory
19  group.  Whether it's as Virginia suggested, very
20  specifically I'll reach out to Pomperaug -- which
21  we're doing, Rivers Alliance.
22                 I think there's an opportunity
23  there that will be missed if we don't allow that
24  to happen, quite frankly, regarding so.  I don't
25  know if that's what you're saying, but I do think
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 1  there's an outreach opportunity that the advisory
 2  group can help with.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU: And what I'm saying
 4  is exactly what you said, but for public health.
 5  You represent environmental groups.  That's
 6  wonderful.  You have a great voice.  You come to
 7  every meeting.  You're dedicated.
 8                 We don't have that same thing for
 9  public health and that's all I'm advocating for,
10  and that's what I've asked Linda to work on.
11  So --
12                 LEN DeJONG: Okay.  Well, that's
13  great to hear.
14                 If your issue with the advisory
15  group is specific to public health and using us as
16  an outreach tool, I think that's different than
17  what I heard you say.
18                 Certainly, you're the experts.  You
19  work on public health, but I think there's a lot
20  of talent within the advisory group that can go
21  out and help share the mission in a very short
22  period of time, as we all know.
23                 And while we're doing that we can
24  start working on retooling the concept paper,
25  which I'm going to talk about mentions the fact to
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 1  Garrett's point, that we don't have, if you will,
 2  job descriptions, expectations.  So those are
 3  things that we have to build into a business plan
 4  for the advisory group to work correctly.
 5                 But those are going to take time
 6  and I don't think will be done in a timely manner
 7  in order to retool the advisory group to play --
 8  to be, as I thought I heard you say, Lori, in
 9  terms of before we can get involved with outreach.
10                 LORI MATHIEU: So one of the things
11  in the core message development and one of the
12  things my experience has been in the four
13  presentations -- five that I've done, is that you
14  have to -- you could follow word for word a
15  script.  Because when you do a presentation, and I
16  do a lot of them, you have to know your audience.
17                 So to the local health directors,
18  the discussion is a bit different.  Like, what are
19  their interests?  So you know, it's a public
20  health interest versus, you know, if you're
21  talking to a group of, you know, fishery people or
22  a group of watershed people, or a group of river
23  advocates, or a group of nurses in a hospital.
24                 So you have your core message, but
25  you also have to customize it to, why am I even
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 1  here sitting, listening to this person?  What is
 2  in it for me?  What should I be reviewing?  How
 3  does this impact my life as a public health
 4  professional?  As an environmental professional?
 5  As a town professional?  You know, everybody?
 6                 You could follow a script word for
 7  word.  You have to be able to speak to your
 8  audience and you have to be effective at that.
 9  And so that's why the core messages are so very
10  important.  So I think we're on the same lines,
11  but I think, you know, I just keep bringing it
12  back to there's a core group of people that we
13  have to make sure that are, you know, all on the
14  same page.
15                 LEN DeJONG: I'm going to move on
16  to the concept paper.  But just to follow up
17  quickly on that, I agree you have to tailor your
18  message.  But the flip of that is when you have
19  local people, people who are familiar, there's a
20  real value to having a voice that people know and
21  trust and understand.  I think it lends a lot of
22  credibility to explaining what the state water
23  plan is about.
24                 So with that I'll move to the
25  concept paper, and it is just that.  It's a
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 1  concept paper.  It was an idea that was presented
 2  to the Water Planning Council and then
 3  subsequently to the Water Planning Council
 4  advisory group.  I followed up with the Water
 5  Planning Council with a brief and an overview in
 6  terms of the Water Planning Council advisory group
 7  thought of the idea.  They thought it was
 8  conceptually a good one, but the devil is in the
 9  details, I guess, is the way to work through it.
10                 They recognize the overall role
11  that the Water Planning Council plays in ownership
12  of the state water plan, and the significant
13  importance that the agencies play.  My big
14  concern with -- and this was on the heels of the
15  state water plan which talks about an
16  implementation advisory group.  This idea of
17  potentially rolling it into a workgroup within the
18  advisory group surfaced because I thought there
19  may be a more efficient way of handling it through
20  a workgroup.
21                 We've had successful workgroups in
22  the past, and the idea was that in lieu of running
23  a parallel advisory group, that there may be some
24  benefit recognizing the importance that the state
25  agencies play.  To have the state agencies, to
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 1  have Steering Committee members who were very
 2  active in this process, to have anyone else who's
 3  interested become part of this workgroup team.
 4                 So some of the things we've been
 5  talking about I think are pretty consistent.  The
 6  importance of capturing people we might lose
 7  otherwise, the importance of capturing the
 8  expertise of the advisory group, the significant
 9  high-level roles that the state agencies play, and
10  the Water Planning Council's overarching
11  responsibility for the state water plan.  So this
12  is an idea, and if it doesn't do anything more
13  than just spur conversation, I'm happy with that.
14                 So I presented it to the Water
15  Planning Council.  I think my colleagues on the
16  Water Planning Council advisory group would like
17  to hear the Water Planning Council's opinion of
18  the concept paper, and then they'd like the
19  opportunity to discuss it more.  I think the
20  cochairs can speak to that approach.
21                 That's where I'll leave it.
22                 LORI MATHIEU: Well, you're
23  speaking to your flowchart that you had?
24                 LEN DeJONG: Well, I'm actually
25  speaking to the paper, but the flowchart I think
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 1  is the most significant part of that, which
 2  essentially formats the --
 3                 LORI MATHIEU: What role do you see
 4  that the state agencies have in implementing the
 5  plan?
 6                 LEN DeJONG: The state agencies
 7  ultimately have the responsibility for
 8  implementing the plan with approval from the Water
 9  Planning Council.  The state agencies, in the
10  concept that I put on paper, play a key role in
11  whether it's an advisory, implementation advisory
12  group as it is called within the state water plan
13  draft, or whether it is a workgroup, as I call
14  that within this concept.
15                 The state agencies play a key role
16  in terms of plan implementation, setting
17  structure, setting strategy for review by the
18  Water Planning Council.
19                 LORI MATHIEU: The way your
20  flowchart looked it appeared as though the state
21  agencies didn't have a direct role in, like, the
22  actual work, and that we at the top would just say
23  yes or no.
24                 And you know, my opinion is -- from
25  the health department is that, you know, while we
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 1  haven't had a lot of staff involved, it's been
 2  myself essentially.  We've brought Linda on board
 3  and I'm more than willing to bring on more
 4  technical people, because I think it's the
 5  responsibility of the agencies to work on
 6  implementation.  It's the responsibility of the
 7  agencies to think about legislative changes, and
 8  that leadership has to be provided by the four
 9  agencies.
10                 So I didn't quite see that in your
11  flowchart, frankly.  And so the responsibilities
12  of then giving responsibilities to the advisory
13  committee, enhanced by more public health
14  advocates by the way, would be that -- I'm not
15  letting that go.
16                 So you know, I think it's important
17  that the leadership comes from a group of people,
18  maybe not us here, but maybe there's a group of
19  people, a team of people that represent the state
20  agencies that could then help and work and provide
21  more resources to the advisory committee, because
22  I think that's one thing that, I know as far as
23  the health department has gone we haven't had
24  anybody attending the advisory committee meetings,
25  but we fully intend to work that out as we move
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 1  forward and provide more assistance.
 2                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: So what I saw in
 3  the plan was a collaborative model that we used
 4  for the science and tech committee and the policy
 5  subcommittee as we developed the plan.  And I
 6  think it's really important to have staff in the
 7  room working with the other stakeholders.
 8                 Fundamentally, Lori, I agree.
 9  Implementation is done at the agency level and
10  it's the department's responsibility as guided by
11  the Water Planning Council.  But I think the model
12  that Len has put out and that the Water Planning
13  council advisory group has discussed is a really
14  good way to have a place to discuss some of those
15  policies, to discuss those next steps, which then
16  ultimately gets done by the agencies and it's
17  their responsibility to do.
18                 THE CHAIRMAN: But I think that
19  this is more post.  This is more once the plan is
20  approved.
21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Yes, absolutely.
22  Right.  This is implementation.  This isn't
23  outreach.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN: So this isn't the
25  outreach.  Okay.  Got it.
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 1                 LEN DeJONG: That's the intention,
 2  Jack.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN: Pardon me?
 4                 LEN DeJONG: That was the
 5  intention, it would be implementation.
 6                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: But I still
 7  have a question about it, because it seems like
 8  the Water Planning Council is here, and the way
 9  your flowchart works it's, we're working through
10  the advisory group which then has a workgroup on
11  the state water plan.
12                 So there's, like, levels between
13  the Water Planning Council and any implementation.
14  So the Water Planning Council advisory group has a
15  series of workgroups, one of which is the state
16  water plan which has their members on there
17  working along with consultants.  And then at the
18  bottom are the agencies.  And so us as members,
19  we're very far detached from the actual
20  implementation part.
21                 And then also, you know, the
22  executive director, consultants, staffing, I
23  represent OPM.  That's not happening anytime soon.
24  So I think if we have to remove that, how does
25  this change what your proposal is?
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 1                 LEN DeJONG: I apologize if the
 2  flowchart suggests less of a responsibility and
 3  less of a direct connection between the agencies?
 4                 I think if you look back at the
 5  way -- and Garrett, you weren't here for the other
 6  states workgroup -- the way that was handled.
 7  That's when the, for the early days of the state
 8  water plan, a subgroup of the advisory group, it
 9  was called the other states workgroup.  And they
10  examined very thoroughly and very thoughtfully how
11  other states conducted their state water planning.
12                 That information was then brought
13  to the advisory group and shared with the Water
14  Planning Council, and the Water Planning Council
15  made decisions relevant to that information.  This
16  is similar.  This is not trying to layer, putting
17  one individual voice's less than the
18  next individual voice's.
19                 It's basically saying that we all
20  work in this workgroup structure, that the
21  agencies would have their contribution to the
22  workgroup, that those who, in the past on the
23  Steering Committee would have their contributions
24  that work -- interested advisory group members
25  would.
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 1                 But that information would be taken
 2  in its content to the Water Planning Council and
 3  presented to the Water Planning Council.  Again,
 4  it's the way the workgroups have worked in the
 5  past.  So it's not -- the fact that the four state
 6  agencies are at the bottom of the flowchart, I'm
 7  sorry for it.  That's not to put it at less of a
 8  responsibility.  In fact, I think in subsequent
 9  correspondence with you all I've underscored the
10  importance of the state agencies and I've tried to
11  do that today.
12                 I think when you're thinking about
13  this you need to think about the alternative, and
14  there's probably more than one alternate.  But the
15  alternative is to go back to the draft state water
16  planning and CDM, our collective interest in the
17  state water plan alternative, creating an
18  implementation advisory group.
19                 And if that's your -- the way to
20  proceed, terrific.  But I think we need -- we're
21  going to have some similar issues in regards to
22  that, weather it's a separate entity or as a part
23  of the advisory group.
24                 So when you're thinking about the
25  pros and cons of this, if not this then what I
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 1  think needs to be -- and I know you know this, but
 2  I think it needs to be considered.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU: Well, I think that,
 4  you know, it's on page 5-73, you know, Kirk's
 5  flowchart.  I think that's where we should start,
 6  because we all agreed to that.
 7                 And there wasn't a concept of
 8  having expert panels kind of identified people
 9  that are kind of outside of us to bring in, you
10  know.  And there was a nice explanation.  Even
11  broke it down even further to explain it.  I think
12  that's where we should start.
13                 Because, you know, to Garrett's
14  point on the flowchart it appears as though the
15  agencies are -- their role is diminished and
16  agencies have to be in leadership.  If laws have
17  to change the agencies have to be the start of
18  that discussion, not the end.  I think that's
19  where we take those implementation points that are
20  in this plan.
21                 We start the conversation.  We give
22  the mission to the groups to work on more detail.
23  I think that's the role that I would like to see
24  the agencies involved in, and more staff from my
25  department definitely to help and to, you know,
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 1  provide some assistance to any workgroup that gets
 2  developed.
 3                 LEN DeJONG: So the concept paper,
 4  the idea was in no way to diminish the role of the
 5  agencies.  That's the last time I'll say it.  What
 6  it is, it's providing a potential structure to
 7  moving forward for implementation.
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN: I have a suggestion.
 9  I think that we have the Larry Bingaman e-mail
10  that we're going to get to Margaret and John.  And
11  I would suggest that the Water Planning Council
12  advisory group take a look at this white paper and
13  that e-mail from Larry and come up with something
14  for the Planning Council after your next meeting.
15                 Frankly -- and then we have to wait
16  to get a response.  Three items.  There's three
17  items actually.
18                 MARGARET MINOR: I think it would
19  be helpful that either in the minutes of this
20  meeting or some other way, because the e-mail came
21  to you about the concept paper asking for a
22  response.  As I said, maybe the minutes would be
23  adequate, but that we have some kind of response
24  that we can look at when we're talking about the
25  concept paper.
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 1                 I agree it ties in with Larry's
 2  recommendations and other things, but if you have
 3  something you can just -- if you have something,
 4  as I say, even a part of the minutes that you can
 5  draw our attention to, that might be helpful.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN: Now that we're
 7  getting those transcripts, we'll do that.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU: But I think my point
 9  is to take seriously what we worked on in the
10  state water plan.  I think, to add to Jack's
11  point, I think that should be added to what Len
12  has proposed and what Larry has said, and that
13  flowchart that's in that plan and those pages, and
14  then think through how we could work on
15  implementation together.
16                 MARGARET MINOR: I just want to be
17  sure that all your ideas that you want us to think
18  about actually get through, you know, that's it's
19  not like telephone, like we're repeating.  To have
20  it in one place, that would be good for us.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN: Rob does a great job
22  transcribing.  He'll get it all down.
23                 MARGARET MINOR: He's got it.
24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: So my suggestion
25  would be to take the chart out of the state water
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 1  plan and indicate where the concepts that you're
 2  putting on the table integrate into that chart.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU: Yes, I would agree
 4  with that.
 5                 How does all that come together?  I
 6  think there is a coming together of those concepts
 7  around what -- and Garret had mentioned the fact
 8  that there needs to be operational rules.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN: And that all ties
10  into Larry.  Okay?  So, Len, do you have any?
11                 LEN DeJONG: Thank you very much.
12  Thanks for your time.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN: No, we appreciate
14  you doing this.  I think it's a great start, and
15  it kind of ties into everything we're trying to
16  accomplish in terms of the future of the Water
17  Planning Council advisory group.  So I thank you
18  for that.
19                 Okay.  On old business we had a
20  discussion of remaining funds, and we have
21  Mr. Jennings.
22                 MIKE JENNINGS: I am here.
23                 THE CHAIRMAN: So where are we at
24  with remaining funds?
25                 MIKE JENNINGS: So I've mentioned
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 1  at the July 5th meeting that NEIWPCC's financial
 2  records come out quarterly.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.
 4                 MIKE JENNINGS: And since that
 5  meeting, the report for the period ending
 6  June 30th has come out.  That report showed that
 7  there was $53,000 remaining, but within that
 8  there's a contractual obligation to CDM Smith of
 9  $27,000.  That's the final invoice that we've been
10  holding off on.
11                 So one of the things I wanted to --
12  I don't know.  I don't think you need to vote on
13  it by any means, but I just wanted to update you
14  that we are planning to submit that final invoice
15  for processing because in NEIWPCC's opinion, CDM
16  Smith met all of their deliverables and objectives
17  under their contract.
18                 So that would be processed this
19  week again, unless someone --
20                 THE CHAIRMAN: I think that you
21  shared that with the -- I know that you shared
22  that with us, and I think we're all in agreement
23  that they did, and that we have no problems with
24  those funds being released.
25                 MIKE JENNINGS: Okay.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN: So that gets us
 2  26,000.  That's a lot of money for copies of the
 3  report.
 4                 MIKE JENNINGS: Well, it's tied up
 5  in personnel.  Okay?  So the line items that we
 6  have in our contract, or in our MOA with OPM is,
 7  you know, we have personnel, fringe benefits,
 8  travel supplies.  And we have the contractual, and
 9  then we've got some miscellaneous stuff like copy
10  expense and printing expense.
11                 So with the money as it currently
12  is laid out, that is available for me to provide,
13  or others from NEIWPCC, I guess, to provide
14  service to the Water Planning Council in however
15  you should choose.
16                 If you decided that instead of
17  doing that you would like to do, you know, $15,000
18  towards something else that's a procured process
19  like, who knows?  Maybe you want a videographer or
20  something like that.  I'm not sure that we need to
21  amend the MOA, and then that would zero out
22  essentially my ability to help you folks over the
23  next five months, four months now -- three months.
24                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: So Mike, this
25  is Garrett.  My understanding in talking with our
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 1  administrative staff at OPM is the MOA is broad
 2  enough where we would not have to amend that.
 3                 MIKE JENNINGS: Okay.  That's great
 4  to know.  And again, it comes down to what you
 5  guys want, because we -- the way this is set up,
 6  as the NEIWPCC charges a 20 percent indirect rate,
 7  this was all part of our contract that went into
 8  place.  So 20 percent of that remaining is going
 9  to be unavailable.
10                 If you want to have personnel work
11  on it, then fringe benefits and personal money,
12  you're going to be taking off -- taking out.  If
13  you want it to go to some sort of procured
14  services, we can work to do that, however we still
15  need to leave some personal money in there to
16  manage that process.
17                 So that was kind of an open way of
18  getting to the question that I have for the four
19  of you is, what exactly would you like us to do
20  because we're essentially standing by and ready to
21  roll?
22                 THE CHAIRMAN: Mr. Neeley?
23                 NICK NEELEY: Actually there's a
24  conference call tomorrow, a weekly conference
25  call, the outreach group.  And actually I was
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 1  going to bring this topic up for the members of
 2  that group and to sort of let us talk about how
 3  the outreach and education group would use -- if
 4  the services, how we would use that and maybe come
 5  back with a recommendation to the Water Planning
 6  Council.  Linda, you --
 7                 LINDA FERRARO: Yeah, I agree.  Our
 8  call is actually on Thursday.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN: That's great.  Is
10  that what you were thinking?
11                 LORI MATHIEU: Yeah -- well, one
12  other because --
13                 MIKE JENNINGS: I'm sorry to
14  interrupt, but I wasn't able to hear any of what
15  Nick said.  Could someone paraphrase?
16                 NICK NEELEY: Yes.  It's Nick here.
17                 What I suggested was the education
18  outreach workgroup, which is made up of state
19  agencies, has a regular conference call on
20  Thursdays.  And I think one of the things we were
21  going to talk about was how to best use the
22  resources that are available still from NEIWPCC
23  within -- in launching and implementing that
24  outreach plan.
25                 Is that better?
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 1                 MIKE JENNINGS: Yes.  Yes.
 2  Fantastic.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU: So another thought,
 4  Mike, that I've had because there is no money to
 5  say -- we already received three sets of comments
 6  on the plan.
 7                 To make adjustments to the plan
 8  before our end date and delivery of a final plan,
 9  maybe some of that, those funds could be used to
10  pass along to CDM to make final adjustments to the
11  plan based upon final comment.  That's one other
12  idea that I've had, and I'm not sure if the MOU
13  could cover that.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN: Oh, I'm sure.
15                 LORI MATHIEU: It does?
16                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yeah, sure.
17                 LORI MATHIEU: Yeah.  Okay.  So
18  possibly that's another idea.
19                 And I understand the, you know, the
20  20 percent issue, but that wouldn't leave us a lot
21  of money.  But at least it's something.
22                 THE CHAIRMAN: That's a good point.
23                 Betsey, did you have something?
24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: I agree with
25  Lori.
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 1                 MIKE JENNINGS: I definitely agree.
 2  What I'm going to need, though, is the priority
 3  because I'm going to stop joining in on all the
 4  calls if all that money has to go to CDM at the
 5  end of the year, because my time to participate
 6  comes off that pot, which is fine.  It's up to you
 7  guys to ultimately decide what you'd like to do
 8  with it.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.
10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: So Elaine,
11  having been through many rounds of the draft state
12  water plan and a four-month public comment period
13  and then a subsequent rewrite, can you give us a
14  ballpark of how many hours?
15                 We're not going to hold you to
16  that.  I mean, is that a 50,000-dollar task?  A
17  hundred-thousand dollar task?
18                 ELAINE SISTARE: I mean, it is an
19  effort, you know, just even once the plan is
20  finalized.  You know, I've seen the December, May
21  and June version.  The last week of getting the
22  document together is, you know, is usually someone
23  like me plus one administrative person, you know,
24  just cranking out, getting the document pulled
25  together.
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 1                 So right there is, you know, 80
 2  hours of -- and that's not, you know, some of that
 3  backup time to actually respond to the comments,
 4  think about the comments, and come up with a
 5  response from those.
 6                 So you know, I guess the math there
 7  is, you know, if you round up to a hundred hours,
 8  you know, professional rate, you're in the, you
 9  know, 15,000-dollar range probably.
10                 LORI MATHIEU: Okay.  So it's a
11  possibility.
12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: I would
13  recommend that we preserve it for that.  We might
14  have to add to it depending on what happens.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yeah, and I have
16  some ideas.  I have some ideas how we can get the
17  funds to do it.
18                 LORI MATHIEU: Okay.
19                 NICK NEELEY: If you're going to
20  use the funds for those purposes, so that money
21  that the outreach group should take off the
22  table -- that won't be available?  Okay.
23                 LORI MATHIEU: Right.  I would say
24  so.
25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Yes, and as much
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 1  as we'd like Mike participating, I think he needs
 2  to hold off during the public comment period, and
 3  we'll have a discussion in November.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.
 5                 MIKE JENNINGS: That's fine.  The
 6  only thing I would add is that we've had a lot of
 7  experience here at NEIWPCC with, you know, the way
 8  things are written so that they're easily
 9  digestible by the public, versus the technical
10  jargon, social media, that sort of stuff.  But
11  again, I'm at your will and pleasure if you want
12  me to sort of just park and hold.  We can do that.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  I think the
14  consensus for now, Mike, is to preserve it.
15                 Okay.  So speaking of funds, did
16  the Army Corps of Engineers -- that's kind of
17  still -- I'm getting conflicting reports on that.
18  Elaine, do you know?
19                 ELAINE SISTARE: Oh, the Army
20  Corps.  It is -- there is, I guess, the experience
21  we've had and we're going to still -- you know, I
22  don't have a hundred percent this is the answer.
23                 (Phone disconnecting noise.)
24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Was that Mike?
25                 MIKE JENNINGS: No, it wasn't.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN: Very good, Mike.
 2  Very good.
 3                 ELAINE SISTARE: The New England
 4  region that would, you know, that we would
 5  ultimately have to do any sort of Connecticut
 6  funded work through has, you know, from initial
 7  conversations and whether it was just, you know,
 8  the wrong questions asked, they had some concerns
 9  about funding for implementation.
10                 But Sue Morea specifically has a
11  very successful ongoing process with the Army
12  Corps that funds for the State of Missouri in her
13  implementation plans.  So we're getting, you know,
14  and even Joe Laliberte and I spoke this morning
15  about getting that conversation, you know, getting
16  the Army Corps representatives and the New England
17  region on the same phone with the Army Corps and
18  Missouri region basically so that they're
19  understanding how -- what capabilities and what
20  support.
21                 Because really the Missouri plan is
22  PAS, planning assistant.  And that's, you know,
23  completely across the board, you know, good use of
24  Army Corps funding in that region and we think it
25  should be suitable here.
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 1                 The funding, the time periods of
 2  course, though again, short-term/long-term --
 3  minor, very small chance that they might have some
 4  leftover funding.  So we certainly will ask that
 5  question, but the likelihood is that this is
 6  something 2018, or beyond.
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU: Federal fiscal year
 9  '18.
10                 ELAINE SISTARE: We were talking
11  more calendar year '18.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
13                 LORI MATHIEU: So your plan is to
14  reach out to them?
15                 ELAINE SISTARE: Yes, and we would
16  report back.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  Thank you.
18                 I think we need an executive
19  session.  Our friends from New Britain, we've
20  received a letter from the mayor.
21                 THE REPORTER: Your name, please?
22                 RAMON ESPONDA: Ramon Esponda.  I'm
23  the Acting Deputy Director of Public Works for the
24  City of New Britain.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN: Aren't you glad you
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 1  come to these meetings?
 2                 RAMON ESPONDA: Yes, I am.  Thanks.
 3  I have a lot of old friends here, and I've seen
 4  you without a fork in your hand.
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN: That's right.  We
 6  usually meet at restaurants, yes.
 7                 RAMON ESPONDA: The plan is going
 8  on.  We've had updates to the plan.  We are
 9  working to finish the plan on time.  It's
10  progressing well.
11                 We did include some of the
12  environmental work this time.  It seems to be
13  pretty well completed.  We have no final report on
14  it yet, but they did do a lot of the ecological
15  work that was needed to be done, vegetational
16  mapping, forest ecology, wildlife surveys,
17  amphibian and reptile surveys, and they looked at
18  the vernal pools.
19                 We also had -- the mayor had a
20  discussion with me and our consultant regarding
21  the comments that were raised at CEQ.  And we have
22  decided that we will not look at the draft prior
23  to anyone else.  We will give it to everyone, all
24  at the same time.  We are not trying to edit or
25  change the results in any way.  We want to be very
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 1  open about this process.  So that's where we're
 2  at.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN: No, I'm glad you're
 4  here to share that with us today, and that's
 5  really why we wanted to put you on the agenda, to
 6  let you know that that's the intent in New
 7  Britain, that we will be, and CEQ will be the
 8  first to see the draft plan.  So we appreciate
 9  that.
10                 Any questions?
11                 LORI MATHIEU: What is your
12  schedule again for seeing that?
13                 RAMON ESPONDA: After consulting
14  with the consultants, after talking to them, the
15  target date was the end of September.  Probably
16  that's flexible.  It may be, early October, late
17  October, but we're looking for the early
18  September.
19                 There were some issues regarding
20  the length of study.  I think you brought it up
21  last time about the four seasons.  So we want to
22  make sure that we have enough data.
23                 The issue really revolved around
24  the fact that we changed the scope of the program.
25  We were only going to look at a couple of seasons
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 1  and then we extended to a full year.  And we're
 2  looking at it to see if the data that was
 3  originally used can be used for one of those
 4  seasons.
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you so much.
 6  We appreciate you being here.
 7                 Any public comment?  Yes?
 8                 THE REPORTER: Can I have your
 9  name?
10                 JUDY ALLEN: Judy Allen, Save Our
11  Water Connecticut.
12                 Back to the copies for the library.
13  That is so, so important because there are people
14  like me who aren't real technical and wouldn't
15  read the whole thing, but do want to read aspects
16  of it.  And to have it available in a library
17  would be fabulous.  I know there are people that
18  are interested in sections.  They don't want to
19  read it in full.
20                 So that's my comment.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN: I think those two
22  copies right there might be going to the library.
23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: The state
24  library.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN: Right.  The state
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 1  library.
 2                 JUDY ALLEN: Oh, and so a poster
 3  for all the local libraries telling people that
 4  they can go to the state library to read the full
 5  plan.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.
 7                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA: That's the type
 8  of resource that would be nice to have on the
 9  website.  And then an individual library could
10  print out the poster themselves, rather than a
11  responsibility to provide it folks.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN: Okay.  Good.  Would
13  your group take that under consideration for
14  recommendation?
15                 LINDA FERRARO: Yes.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, and
17  that's a good suggestion.  Thank you so much for
18  being here.
19                 Yes, sir.
20                 LOUIS W. BURCH: Lou Burch, the
21  record, Program Director at Citizens Campaign for
22  the Environment.
23                 I just wanted to raise one quick
24  concern.  It was actually something that was
25  brought to our attention by Margaret, is that in
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 1  the NEIWPCC appendix G to the water plan it
 2  actually reports that of the 553 comments that
 3  were received, 89 percent said that they wanted
 4  the state water plan to emphasize public interest
 5  over private concerns.  About 38 percent wanted
 6  the plan to consider environmental impacts.
 7  That's something on the order of 211.
 8                 So CCE did a statewide public
 9  education campaign on this issue over the course
10  of several months where we did generate several
11  thousand written letters to the four members of
12  the Water Planning Council, and as well as several
13  thousand petition signatures which were all
14  verified.
15                 Some of them were actually
16  discarded because of, you know, let's say if there
17  was a letter that came in that was not on message
18  and had nothing to do with the issue that we had
19  talked to people about, those would be discarded.
20  But all of those letters were counted and sorted
21  at our Hamden office before they were submitted.
22                 And the spreadsheet that I'm
23  looking at has 2,175 letters being generated to
24  the State Water Planning Council, the four members
25  of the State Water Planning Council alone.  And
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 1  the signature totals that we have totaled 4,336.
 2                 And so there's a little bit of a
 3  concern there in terms of where did the 1500 other
 4  letters and the 4,000 other signatures end up, if
 5  not on the docket?  That's the first concern.
 6                 I would say that most of the folks,
 7  most if not all of the folks that we talked to who
 8  wrote a letter were provided with some talking
 9  points that -- and we anticipate that the vast
10  majority of those letters probably contained those
11  three talking points, including priority of
12  environmental protection, environmental concerns,
13  and the prioritizing of public drinking water
14  supplies.  So that's a little bit of a concern.
15                 We don't have copies of every
16  letter that we generated, but we do have copies of
17  the signatures.  And so we can resubmit those for
18  the docket, if that's an opportunity that we still
19  have.  But that's one thing I wanted to raise with
20  the whole Planning Council.
21                 LORI MATHIEU: So you said, each
22  agency should have received how many letters
23  individually?
24                 LEW BIRCH: So the total that I
25  have here, 616 letters to Jack, 587 letters to
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 1  Dave LeVasseur, 590 were addressed to Michael
 2  Sullivan.  This was before Betsey came on, and
 3  another 581 to Lori.
 4                 LORI MATHIEU: Yes, that's about --
 5  I thought you said like 2,000 to each agency.  We
 6  got just under 600 letters.  Yeah, that's about
 7  right.
 8                 LEW BIRCH: Right.  So that sounds
 9  about right.
10                 THE CHAIRMAN: But Mr. Neeley, ours
11  were posted.  Were they not?
12                 NICK NEELEY: Yes, anything that
13  came in was posted.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN: Any letter that came
15  to me was posted on the docket.
16                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: Yeah, so are
17  you saying that each letter was only sent to one
18  member?  Or why are you saying 2,000 individual
19  letters?  2,000 individual citizens of
20  Connecticut?
21                 LEW BIRCH: So 2,000 letters in
22  total between the 4, and it was significantly more
23  than that because there was also letters that
24  folks had wrote to their WUCC members and those
25  kind of things.  But we're talking about just to
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 1  the four members of the Water Planning Council.
 2  The total was about 2,175.
 3                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: How many
 4  individual people are you talking about?
 5                 LEW BIRCH: Say it again?
 6                 GAIL LUCCHINA: How many individual
 7  people are you talking about?  500, 600 individual
 8  people sending 4 separate letters?
 9                 LEW BIRCH: It's probably something
10  to that effect, but I don't have the exact
11  breakdown.
12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: So I think part
13  of the issue here is, Lou, if I understand
14  correctly, many of these letters came in very
15  early on and were received by the individual
16  members of the Water Planning Council.
17                 Mike Jennings can talk about his
18  analysis and which letters on the docket he
19  specifically looked at, because I believe that
20  those are related to specific comments on the
21  deliverables that were put forward on the water
22  plan, but I'm not sure of that.
23                 Mike, is that true?
24                 MIKE JENNINGS: Not entirely, no.
25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Okay.
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 1                 MIKE JENNINGS: So if I were to
 2  guess what actually ended up on the docket it was
 3  probably just the letters that came to PURA.  I
 4  can't say that for sure.  Many of them are titled,
 5  John Betkoski.
 6                 And I don't know if the letters
 7  that went to DEEP and public health and OPM made
 8  it over to get posted to the docket, but what we
 9  here at NEIWPCC did was pull down everything that
10  was posted in the docket.  And that's why only one
11  portion of the letters I think seem to be
12  included.
13                 And they all were very early in the
14  process, immediately as things were ramping up all
15  of the comments related to refinement of working
16  documents and things like that were compiled by
17  CDM Smith at the public input sessions and
18  workgroups that they held.
19                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Okay.  Thank
20  you.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN: Margaret?
22                 MARGARET MINOR: Yes, that explains
23  part of it.  So we had started doing an analysis
24  of the 550 letters that NEIWPCC did count and are
25  included in appendix G -- is it?  The final
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 1  appendix.  And we have very serious reservations
 2  about their count.
 3                 We were trying to figure out what
 4  they did count.  And if it was only letters that
 5  came to PURA that would make sense.  But as Lou
 6  said, the only time environment was mentioned in
 7  the NEIWPCC thing was 38 percent of the
 8  respondents were interested in knowing about the
 9  impacts to the environment.
10                 And we knew, for instance, that of
11  the 550 quite a number came via CFE.  And the
12  sentence that we were looking at was, prioritizes
13  the needs of public drinking water supplies and a
14  healthy environment over private interests.  So
15  just counting that sentence, you know, that kind
16  of talking point we looked at the -- we looked at
17  80 percent of the 553 letters.
18                 And I told Tony who was counting,
19  NEIWPCC had found 200, and some favored the
20  environment out of the 38 percent.  When we did
21  80 percent -- and we've had 306 favoring the
22  environment, you know, wanting environment to be
23  prioritized along with healthy drinking water.
24                 I can think of -- the count,
25  therefore to my mind I think was poorly done.  I'm
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 1  not quite sure what they were counting.  We were
 2  quite sure that that's sort of evidence that --
 3  people really meant environment and public water
 4  supply can be joint priorities, was that some
 5  people didn't want that.
 6                 So among the 80 percent of the
 7  letters we looked at, some people rewrote that and
 8  took out environment.  And they just wanted to
 9  focus on drinking water.
10                 We also looked at -- because we
11  were trying to figure it out, NEIWPCC counted --
12  we didn't originally count all the letters, and
13  which in some other part of the letter the writer
14  said they wanted some positive action on the
15  environment.  And on a quick scan it looks like
16  another 10 percent of the public that didn't use
17  the talking point, but said they wanted to
18  prioritize the environment.
19                 So I really feel that appendix G
20  can not be presented.  It should either be dropped
21  or reevaluated and it seriously underestimates the
22  kind of priority that people outside here and
23  inside here have been trying to give to the
24  environment.
25                 And Lou was, I think, away for a
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 1  few days and we were starting to circulate these
 2  questions.  And he said, what about my 2,000
 3  letters?
 4                 I said, I have no idea.  Raise the
 5  2,000 letter issue.  We focused on the 553 that
 6  NEIWPCC said they counted.  We found it not -- our
 7  count did not come up even near that result.
 8                 MIKE JENNINGS: Margaret, did your
 9  count -- were you pulling them off the docket from
10  the state website?
11                 MARGARET MINOR: Yes.
12                 MIKE JENNINGS: Yeah, that's what
13  we did, too.  And I have PDFs of everything.  So
14  if you guys like, I can provide a PDF of every
15  letter.
16                 MARGARET MINOR: We have them,
17  Mike.
18                 MIKE JENNINGS: I'm offering them
19  to anyone that might want them.
20                 And if you do look at them you will
21  see that not everybody sent the form letter as a
22  form letter.  And that's why the numbers are off,
23  and some people picked their priorities over
24  others.  Some people just handwrote, you know, do
25  a good job, and sent that in with Jack's name on
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 1  it.
 2                 So we can provide to anybody that
 3  would like them a copy of all the PDFs of all the
 4  letters that we looked at.  And everyone will
 5  know -- and/or you guys can just scrap appendix G.
 6  Just let CDM Smith know how you want to do it in
 7  November.
 8                 MARGARET MINOR: Okay.  We do have
 9  the PDFs and we did look at 80 percent -- which
10  was 400 and something, I forget -- individually.
11  In fact, I think we undercounted on the first go
12  through.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN: Garrett?
14                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: I would just
15  want to raise I wasn't here when Dave was on this
16  Council before.
17                 I would just raise a concern.  If
18  you allow multiple comments from a single
19  individual, that worries me a bit.  It can skew
20  the numbers to say 2,000 letters, whereas in
21  reality it's 5 or 6 hundred individuals.  That
22  just worries me a bit when you're looking at data.
23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: I think what's
24  really important is to get your comments on the
25  record.
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 1                 MARGARET MINOR: So you're saying,
 2  as Lou suggested, is that we have an opportunity
 3  now to have our people resubmit their comments?
 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: My suggestion
 5  about appendix G, Margaret, is that you use the
 6  new form that we've got on the website, which
 7  hopefully you can even upload something to which
 8  will work perfectly.  Because it needs to go into
 9  the record for comment on the existing final draft
10  plan.
11                 MARGARET MINOR: So is the survey?
12  Is that the survey monkey?
13                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Yes.
14                 MARGARET MINOR: So you want every
15  comment to come in on the Survey Monkey?
16                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: No, you're
17  commenting on the draft report now.
18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: You're
19  commenting on appendix G, and you're concerned
20  about the validity of appendix G?
21                 MARGARET MINOR: Oh, this?  Yes.  I
22  don't want to wait for a Survey Monkey and go
23  through to the end.
24                 GARRETT EUCALITTS: No, but that's
25  how you make official comments on this report.  So
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 1  I would like your official comments on appendix G
 2  to be officially part of the record.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR: That will be fine.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN: Yes?
 5                 KAREN BURNASKA: Karen Burnaska on
 6  the Water Planning Council advisory group, CFE.
 7  On your outreach and education group, I'm assuming
 8  you have a whole list of people and organizations
 9  and interest groups that you want to contact.  The
10  one I've never heard mentioned today is business,
11  and they're big water users.
12                 You have everything from the feed
13  into the libraries -- I believe that when the
14  transportation plan is done they could have a link
15  at each of the public libraries that goes through
16  the State.  They can put something on so that
17  people who come to the library, if they do not
18  have access to a computer themselves, and we're
19  looking at, you know, although it's very few --
20  but if you want to get out to the people you
21  really have to -- although the COGs are great and
22  I thought your plan, what you started is good,
23  there's a lot of other people who have no idea
24  what's going on.  And you really should get their
25  opinion.
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 1                 I would also suggest -- I'm
 2  assuming you're going to put the information out
 3  in Spanish and English?
 4                 LORI MATHIEU: We're looking into
 5  that, in Spanish.
 6                 KAREN BURNASKA: But -- and like I
 7  said, there are a list of agencies, from civic
 8  organizations to chambers of commerce, seniors,
 9  AARP.  Go to all of them, and make an effort.
10                 Whether they respond -- but the
11  offer should be made, I believe, if you really
12  want to get at a good cross-section of the
13  businesses and the environmental people, and the
14  cross-section of the population.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
16                 Nick?
17                 NICK NEELEY: Just to address that,
18  I think one of the intents is to try to identify
19  built-in groups where you know you're going to
20  have several hundred people.  Rather than try to
21  build the crowd, go to crowds that exist.
22                 Go to the AARP conventions.  Go to
23  the Connecticut Farm Bureau groups.  Go to the
24  CBIA.  Go to the Manufacturer's Alliance of
25  Connecticut.  Go to the superintendent's
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 1  association.  Go to the Connecticut Rivers
 2  Alliance when you know they're going to have a
 3  meeting where you're going to have the bodies
 4  there.
 5                 KAREN BURNASKA: And also get these
 6  organizations to put the link on your website.
 7  Many of these -- AARP has what?  400,000 e-mails
 8  that go on all of that.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN: Right.
10                 KAREN BURNASKA: Get them to put it
11  on there.  If you get a few, it's not a whole lot
12  of effort to put them on there.  The same for the
13  business community that meets -- I think that's
14  quarterly.
15                 NICK NEELEY: Those are great
16  ideas.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Karen.
18                 KAREN BURNASKA: It's worth the
19  effort to do.
20                 JUDY ALLEN: So if I have a group
21  of 200 people, who do I contact to come?
22                 LORI MATHIEU: Linda.  Linda will
23  put you on the list.  Could I just -- I forgot
24  what I was going to say.
25                 Go ahead.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN: Identify yourself.
 2                 ALICIA CHARAMUT: Alicia Charamut
 3  from the Connecticut River Conservancy.
 4                 I would be very cautious about
 5  branding this an agency state water plan, because
 6  there are many stakeholder groups that have put in
 7  the time to contribute to this, and there was a
 8  good reason for that.  It was because we all
 9  represent different stakeholder groups.  We
10  represent different parts of the public.
11                 So by just saying this is an agency
12  plan, you're now taking all of those stakeholder
13  groups out of the equation and pretty much doing a
14  disservice to everybody who sat here for hours a
15  month, some of them without any financial
16  resources to be here.
17                 So you know, the whole point was to
18  make this something that was represented by all.
19  So be careful how you message that.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, Alicia.
21                 LORI MATHIEU: Could I address --
22  Lou, I was just thinking about the 2,000 letters.
23  And to Garrett's point, I received over 500
24  letters.  I've read most of them.  I think when
25  people take the time to handwrite -- most of these


Page 110


 1  are handwritten, you know, and the kids drew a
 2  little fish on there and, you know, put a little
 3  stream.  I have them.  I'm not sure if we
 4  forwarded them onto PURA to put on the docket.
 5                 We'll check that, but I don't want
 6  to miss anybody that had commented, that had
 7  written a comment.  And so I don't know how we
 8  deal with that, because if it's, you know, 600
 9  people, 600 of the same people I don't want to
10  miss anybody's, you know, letters.
11                 Because a lot of people did take
12  the time to express their concerns.  And some of
13  them -- I would say it's only maybe 10 percent,
14  Lou, but some of them went on to write much more
15  than just that form letter.
16                 LOUIS W. BURCH: That's what I was
17  going to say, is that we always ask people to
18  really think outside the box and personalize these
19  things.  You know, that's the first thing we ask
20  them to do.  But give them a few talking points to
21  make things easier.
22                 But I also would be concerned that
23  because we do get folks, especially when you have
24  people who are taking the time to write a
25  handwritten letter who will say, I only have time
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 1  to write one.  So that is one concern.
 2                 Then the other, the other thing I
 3  brought up was the 4,000 signatures that -- where
 4  people basically signed onto more or less the same
 5  talking points, more or less the same statement.
 6  You know, those should be counted as well.  And I
 7  do have copies of those if that would be helpful
 8  for the record.
 9                 I can connect with you at a later
10  time.
11                 LORI MATHIEU: Well, I'm struggling
12  as to how do we make sure we capture --
13                 THE CHAIRMAN: Excuse me.
14  Mr. Neeley will take care of it.
15                 NICK NEELEY: Why don't I talk to
16  Lou and Margaret after the meeting?  I'll take a
17  look at what's in the Lotus Notes.  Whatever is
18  not in there will get in there.  I guarantee it.
19                 I'll check, and I'll talk to you
20  after the meeting.  All right?  Is that okay?
21                 LOUIS W. BURCH: We appreciate
22  that.
23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: I think it's
24  important that those letters help frame the
25  conversation to this point in time.  I think we're
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 1  at a new point and a new conversation.
 2                 LOUIS W. BURCH: Understood.
 3  Agreed.
 4                 MARGARET MINOR: But they are --
 5  this appendix is the problem.  It's not clear what
 6  it represents.  And certainly when you see only
 7  38 percent interested in environment, you know,
 8  environmental impacts, I mean, you look at that.
 9  I think almost anybody would say, well, that's got
10  to be wrong.  So I would hate to see it go forward
11  like that.  But we'll talk, Nick and I will.
12                 MIKE JENNINGS: Just one last --
13  this is Mike Jennings from NEIWPCC.  One last bit.
14                 That memo in appendix G lays it out
15  clearly that we downloaded all of the state water
16  plan Docket 14-08-09 comments that were posted
17  online.  So if there's any posted online that we
18  missed at the time -- I don't think that there
19  were.
20                 And, you know, downloaded all the
21  comments, submitted the document, changed the
22  development of the statewide water plan.  Saved
23  them as unique PDFs and created a comprehensive,
24  searchable spreadsheet of the comments received.
25  And that spreadsheet does link the name of the
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 1  individual commenter with the specific elements
 2  that they were interested in and with the PDFs of
 3  the comments.  That is transparent forward and
 4  backwards in terms of where our number came from.
 5                 So again, we could only work with
 6  what was available at the time that was online in
 7  the docket, and that's exactly what we did.
 8                 NICK NEELEY: Mike, it's Nick
 9  again.  Can you send me that PDF, please, e-mail
10  it to me?
11                 LOUIS W. BURCH: And we're
12  obviously not suggesting that anybody, you know,
13  is in any way disingenuous during this process, or
14  are we wanting to waste any more time with this
15  issue.  Simply we just want to make sure that we
16  have a record of everything and that everyone is
17  working, you know, reading it all at the same
18  page.
19                 THE CHAIRMAN: Understood.
20                 MARGARET MINOR: We did suspect
21  that the distortion may have come from the fine
22  words that were chosen.  That was a surmise as to
23  how you could come up with that 38 percent number.
24                 MIKE JENNINGS: Did someone ask for
25  a copy of the PDFs?  I thought I heard it, but I
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 1  wasn't sure.
 2                 THE CHAIRMAN: Nick Neeley did.
 3                 MIKE JENNINGS: Okay.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you.
 5                 Any other public comment?  Yes,
 6  sir.
 7                 PAUL ZAGORSKY: Good afternoon
 8  members of the Water Planning Council.  Paul
 9  Zagorsky from New Britain.
10                 I just have some comments about the
11  recent filing of Lenard Engineering, which I saw
12  the first time.  This is their July 28th filing.
13  Because what they say is -- one of the
14  requirements that CEQ has, that they were supposed
15  to include all of the data.
16                 And as to that they said, include
17  applicable data used in generating conclusions
18  within the study.  Note that summaries of data
19  collected by LEI and our subconsultants will be
20  provided in an appendix along with our conclusions
21  and opinions.
22                 The minutes from the October 19,
23  2016, CEQ meeting, which were forwarded to you by
24  a letter dated October 20th, which is part of the
25  docket in this matter, Jim Ericson from Lenard was
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 1  there and they went through what he was going to,
 2  what he was not going to.  I'm reading verbatim.
 3  All data used in the report will be included, not
 4  just the conclusions of the study.
 5                 I also note that in the April 4th
 6  WPC meeting Mr. LeVasseur asked Lenard when they
 7  come in with their environmental consultants to
 8  produce the data.  So summary conclusions are,
 9  one, not what they agreed to.
10                 And I think in this case -- because
11  the last meeting we had here in July before the
12  Water Planning Council, LEI brought their
13  environmental consultants.  And you may recall
14  that essentially they indicate it's not a
15  four-season study.  They talked about starting the
16  study.  They weren't sure when they started the
17  biological studies.  It was either late February
18  or March 1st, and they indicated they would be
19  done in August.
20                 Now that's not -- and they say that
21  comports with the study requirements.  The study
22  requires the study look at the environmental
23  impacts of such change of use on local hydrology,
24  forest ecology, natural land resources and
25  formations, and wetland systems.  Now clearly, a
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 1  five-month study is insufficient.
 2                 They also mentioned there that
 3  while we're doing our breeding birds study, if we
 4  see any migratory birds we'll note that.  Well,
 5  the migratory birds are studied in the fall.
 6  They're clearly up there.  That's a given.  So
 7  that comment to me is useless.
 8                 I think the need -- and I'm a
 9  taxpayer for the City of New Britain.  We're
10  paying $355,000 for this.  I think the amount is
11  actually higher based upon some e-mails that I've
12  seen -- that they need to produce the data.  I
13  need to know when they went out there and what
14  they did.
15                 I don't want to see a summary say,
16  this is the breeding birds, because I think that
17  the summary is going to show, or the data is going
18  to show that there's twelve months in the year
19  based on five months analyzing the environment.
20  That's insufficient.
21                 That's not what the study mandates.
22  That's not what they're required to do.  And more
23  importantly, that's not what they represented to
24  everybody that they were going to do.  When they
25  submitted their report, their revised draft
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 1  evaluation to the Council on Environmental
 2  Quality, which voted on this, they talked about
 3  surveys will be conducted in September and October
 4  with respect to amphibian and reptiles.  Well,
 5  they're not looking at September and October.  By
 6  their own admission, last time they're looking at
 7  March to August.
 8                 So if you don't have the data then
 9  I don't think that the study has any validity
10  whatsoever.  And I think that should be made
11  crystal clear.  This is the first time, and I may
12  have missed it, but -- that I've seen that, that
13  they now talked about just giving conclusions, and
14  conclusions without any basis.
15                 I mean, if this was a court of law
16  that's inadmissible.  And I don't think anything
17  should be admissible unless they produce all the
18  data on this.
19                 Thank you very much.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN: Thank you, sir.
21                 Any other public comment?  Any
22  other public comment?
23                 (No response.)
24                 THE CHAIRMAN: If not, I thank the
25  Council members for their participation.  I thank
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 1  the public for their participation today.
 2                 And our next meeting will be on
 3  September 3rd -- September 5th, I'm sorry, at
 4  1:30.  I wish you all a happy, healthy and safe
 5  rest of the summer.
 6                 And with that, a motion to adjourn?
 7                 LORI MATHIEU: So moved.
 8                 BETSEY WINGFIELD: Second.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN: All those in favor?
10                 THE COUNCIL: Aye.
11                 THE CHAIRMAN: We are adjourned.
12                 Thank you.
13 
14                 (Whereupon, the above proceedings
15  were concluded at 3:34 p.m.)
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Welcome to those on

 2  the phone and welcome to those present here today,

 3  and welcome to the Council.

 4                 The first order of business is the

 5  July 5th transcript, and Betsey Wingfield has

 6  raised, I feel a very good discussion on this.  We

 7  actually don't see these transcripts.  Rob does a

 8  great job putting them together and then they are

 9  e-mailed to the coordinator, but I don't think we

10  have seen them.

11                 Where's Gail Lucchina?

12                 Gail, do we see the transcripts?

13  What happens to transcripts?

14                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Well, this has been

15  a problem.  Is Eric here?

16                 They are aware of it and there is a

17  problem, and if they can't be posted we can -- if

18  anyone requests, Tyra has been able to send them.

19  If we just -- or if someone gives us the date, she

20  can e-mail them a link to the transcript.

21                 But for whatever reason, IT is

22  aware of it and hasn't been able to remedy the

23  problem.

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Well, from

25  now on, Rob, you can send a transcript to the
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� 1  members of the Water Planning Council, please, and

 2  to Gail and Tyra.  And then we'll figure out how

 3  we're going to get it posted.  And if people want

 4  access to it we can send one of ours.

 5                 And then we can, at a future

 6  meeting, our next meeting we can, you know, accept

 7  them as submitted or whatever we decide how to

 8  legally handle it.  But I think there's some

 9  validity to Betsey's suggestion that we can't vote

10  on something we haven't reviewed.

11                 Does that sound okay to everybody?

12  Rob?

13                 THE REPORTER:  Yes, it does.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And here comes

15  Susanna who is going to get us some -- I hope.

16                 Next we have the update on the

17  water plan in terms of discussion of recent events

18  and outreach.  We've had a press release.  We've

19  had requests for comments.  We actually have had

20  several comments come in to us.

21                 We've sent out a copy of the report

22  to the chair and ranking members of the

23  Environment Committee, Energy Committee and Public

24  Health Committee.  I have been on NPR and I was on

25  WPLR.  I actually taped those shows.
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� 1                 Gail, did we get the dates when I'm

 2  going to be on?

 3                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Pardon me?

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Did we get the dates

 5  when I'm going to be on the radio?

 6                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Well, for PLR we're

 7  going to be on either this coming Sunday or the

 8  following.

 9                 And he is not sure yet, but he will

10  get back to both of us when he knows for certain.

11                 And NPR, there is no date as of

12  yet.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

14                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Nothing scheduled

15  as of yet.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  If nobody is

17  doing anything else at Sunday morning at 6:30 and

18  you know you want to wake up to my voice, just you

19  know, feel free to go on WPLR.  You'd be

20  surprised.  One time I thought -- I was a

21  legislator at the time.  I thought nobody was

22  listening.  He was listening, and he called me.

23  Trust me.

24                 MARGARET MINOR:  Some of us are

25  just getting up at that time, Jack.
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Especially after

 2  Saturday night, Margaret, I'm sure.

 3                 But things are moving along very

 4  nicely.  And I'm going to, in terms of

 5  getting out -- we didn't get as much press as I

 6  had hoped for, to be honest with you.

 7                 When we had put out the original

 8  press release last fall when we were going around

 9  doing some of our hearings and informational

10  sessions around the state we got a lot more, and

11  maybe because it coincided with the drought

12  situation at that point.

13                 But I think Chris did a great job

14  in terms of putting the press release together,

15  and I thank all those that worked on it.  But I

16  was hoping that we'd get more.

17                 But Lori and her staff have been

18  working very hard with people from other agencies

19  in putting together an outreach plan and been

20  doing weekly phonecalls, and have come up with

21  calendars and some great ideas moving forward.  So

22  I'm going to turn it over to Lori to kind of give

23  us an update.  She sent out an outline of what

24  we've been up to.

25                 And Lori?
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� 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  So thank you, Jack,

 2  for the introduction.  We as a group of state

 3  agencies, if you recall last month, we decided to

 4  take on outreach between the four agencies and

 5  develop a plan.  And I said that we would develop

 6  that plan, draft it and prepare it before and

 7  ahead of schedule for this meeting and share it

 8  with Garrett, Betsy and Jack.  And done that --

 9  did that just yesterday.

10                 And the plan itself is a dynamic

11  plan.  It's going to be, you know, kind of moving

12  along and we can add to it as we go, and revise

13  things as we go.

14                 So what I'd like to do is ask that

15  Linda Ferraro -- Linda?  Corinne Fitting.  Eric is

16  not here from OPM?  No.  And Gail.  Where's Gail?

17                 Gail, come on up.

18                 And I'd like to have them sit up

19  front please because they were -- to give them all

20  the credit.  Between Linda, Gail, Eric and Corinne

21  they worked very hard on putting this plan

22  together.  And I've asked Linda to go through some

23  of the details, not all of the details, but for

24  five minutes, put together -- come on up, Gail.

25                 So between Gail, Linda, Eric and
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� 1  Corinne they worked really hard in putting

 2  together the plan.  We have held four conference

 3  calls over the last month.  We have put together

 4  what I think is a very good plan and I want to

 5  just outline that just briefly and then have Linda

 6  go into some of the details of it.

 7                 Because you know, fundamentally the

 8  concept here is that the state agencies take the

 9  lead on the outreach and the education of the plan

10  to a variety of groups that we think that we need

11  to reach out to.

12                 We can expand this plan as we move

13  forward, but again I think it's really very

14  important to remember the plan is a draft.  The

15  plan is not final.  We are looking for comments.

16  We want comments from all aspects.  We want to

17  cast a broad net, as Jack had said, to get out to

18  a lot of groups.

19                 The core group, as we talked about

20  last time, would be the council of governments.

21  We believe direct discussions with the council of

22  governments, all nine of them is very important

23  for the Water Planning Council members themselves

24  to present our core messages and our core

25  presentation.
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� 1                 So as Jack had mentioned, the press

 2  release has gone out.  One of the things I think

 3  that you had mentioned about the press release and

 4  the effectiveness of last time was -- again was a

 5  drought.  I think there were a lot of people

 6  concerned at that time in October about the

 7  drought, but also we had an event that the

 8  reporters could go to directly.

 9                 Within a few days we had the event

10  in Norwich at the council of government meeting --

11  council of government offices in the southeast.

12  And they went there and they were there the whole

13  time.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  They had TVs.  We

15  had TVs, yeah.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  They had TV cameras,

17  and I think Channel 30 stayed there the entire

18  time.  So we might want to think about issuing

19  another press release right in front of an event

20  that we might schedule so that they could come and

21  do their taping, and actually we could get some

22  more.

23                 So we might want to think about

24  that again.  Maybe another very quick press

25  release so to publicize this further, because


                            10
� 1  definitely we didn't get the, you know, the push

 2  that we got last time.

 3                 So I'm going to turn this over to

 4  Linda, and then ask Gail and Corinne to also

 5  participate and supply your comments.  But also

 6  just to give a brief outline of what the plan is

 7  and what the strategy is all about.

 8                 Go ahead, Linda.

 9                 LINDA FERRARO:  Okay.  Good

10  afternoon, council members, everybody.  My name is

11  Linda Ferraro from DPH.  And I just wanted to, as

12  Lori said, just kind of highlight a few of the

13  areas that we have included in the plan.

14                 The group, we worked on kind of an

15  outline of what we needed to do.  And so really

16  this plan is just a documentation of some of the

17  key areas that we want to work on.

18                 So as Lori mentioned, we did have

19  the press release that did go out.  All of the

20  agencies that worked on this worked together to

21  put together the press release and it has been

22  posted.  It was posted to all of the agency

23  websites.

24                 So one of the key things that we

25  did work on as a group was really to identify how
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 2  know that was an issue with folks having some

 3  problems with submitting comments to the previous

 4  iterations of the plan.  And so our team worked

 5  together to figure out what would be a

 6  user-friendly way of collecting comments.

 7                 So we developed -- actually

 8  Corinne, and Melissa and Naomi at DEEP worked on a

 9  Survey Monkey form, which is an online form for

10  folks to actually put their comments forward.

11  They can upload a PDF or Word document into this

12  form so that it will be centralized in one area

13  and all of the comments will then be reviewed.

14                 The nice thing about this Survey

15  Monkey format is that it can actually transfer all

16  of the comments into an Excel spreadsheet so that

17  we can track them, categorize them, and we will be

18  posting them.  I believe we've decided every

19  Monday we'll be looking at the comments, and then

20  posting the comments will be -- and that will be

21  on the Water Planning Council website, which is

22  going to be our central location to store all of

23  the documents for the plan.

24                 The comments, we're guiding all of

25  our communications to that website so that people
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 2  the plan and also submit written comments.

 3                 A few of the other things.  We are

 4  working on a presentation that's going to be -- a

 5  presentation which will be for all of the speakers

 6  to be able to work off of.  It will have the core

 7  messaging that we're talking about, the components

 8  of the plan.

 9                 If anyone was available at the

10  presentation CDM Smith provided at the LOB, we're

11  using that kind of as a foundation and we're

12  working on that and creating, you know, a document

13  that's going to be user friendly for folks, you

14  know, to be able to interpret.

15                 And I thank Corinne again and

16  Melissa over at DEEP.  We've been working on that.

17  And hopefully that will have, not only a

18  presentation, but some type of a script so that

19  folks will be able to work off of to have a

20  uniform message that I think is going to be

21  important for us moving forward so that folks who

22  are going to be hearing the same message, you

23  know, regarding the plan.

24                 We are also working on some core

25  message to really engender, you know, why is this
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 2  it for me?  Why should I be involved?  So that's

 3  something that we're working with our

 4  communication teams at the agencies to put

 5  together.

 6                 So that will be something we'll be

 7  putting forward and hopefully working on those

 8  messages to work on social media messaging as

 9  well.  That's something that we really want to

10  capitalize on, and using some of the resources we

11  have within the agencies to use our social media

12  platforms, Twitter, Facebook and other means to be

13  able to get the messages out.

14                 We've been working on something,

15  some things that we can possibly post on a weekly

16  basis so that we can make sure that people are

17  going to continue to be engaged during this

18  written comment period.  So those are some of the

19  things we're working on as well.

20                 We're talking about developing a

21  webinar, which hopefully will be able to engage

22  all the members of the Water Planning Council, to

23  have a taped webinar that will also be posted to

24  the Water Planning Council website.  And that will

25  be something people will be able to participate
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 2  something that's within the plan that we're

 3  working on.

 4                 Forums.  Per the statute we

 5  actually have a requirement for only one public

 6  hearing, but our intent is actually to have

 7  multiple venues that we can present the plan

 8  primarily.  As Lori said, we will be working on

 9  reaching out to the COGs.  And Gail and I have

10  been working on scheduling some of those meetings.

11                 We do have some dates already put

12  together, but we will be reaching out to some

13  workgroups that we can engage and get the message

14  out to, as has been previously mentioned, so we

15  can cast a broad net to get some interest in the

16  water plan.

17                 Talking about some YouTube videos

18  that we can work on with our communication folks

19  as well, and really trying to figure out target

20  audiences.  You know, who do we want to become

21  involved with this?  Who do we, outside of some of

22  our traditional players, who do we want to engage,

23  you know, in this outreach effort?

24                 So those are some of the things

25  we're working on.  And I open it up to Corinne and
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 2  to?

 3                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  You pretty much

 4  covered it, other than as Linda pointed out, we

 5  did discuss a lot about the best way to collect

 6  the comments.  And we all agreed the other

 7  agencies had experience with Survey Monkey and had

 8  no problems -- really liked the way that worked.

 9  And we really know that Lotus Notes has been

10  somewhat difficult.

11                 So Nick mentioned that the docket

12  that we had originally set up a few weeks ago to

13  be the repository for the comments, that's going

14  to be closed and this system should work a lot

15  better.

16                 And oh, just going back to your

17  question about your interviews earlier, Jack.

18  When I spoke to the person from PLR, he did

19  mention that within two weeks of the broadcast it

20  will then be made a podcast so that it will be

21  available to anyone after that.

22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

23                 LORI MATHIEU:  And that's

24  something.  That podcast, we can put a link.  We

25  put it right up on the webpage so it's accessible.
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 2                 LINDA FERRARO:  They covered it,

 3  but our hashtag for twitter is going to be hashtag

 4  CT water plan.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Can we make that

 6  state water plan?

 7                 CORINNE FITTING:  We'll check and

 8  see if it's available.

 9                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Shorter, better.

10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, it could be

11  misunderstood as Connecticut Water Company,

12  Connecticut Water Plan.  When I saw that, that's

13  what I thought.  You know, so we have to make sure

14  we're representing it, that it's the State.

15                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Do you guys

16  tweet, Maureen and David?

17                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  Not me.

18  Limited.

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  But to all of your

20  points -- and again, thank you to the four of you,

21  and Eric who's not here.  But there was a

22  tremendous amount of work and effort on everyone's

23  behalf, as well as our communications people who

24  had been wonderful to work with.  And they're very

25  brilliant at outreach and communications.  So
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 2  this.

 3                 I do want to tell you about a few

 4  experiences that I've had so far.  I was invited

 5  with Dave.  Thank you, Dave Kozminski.  We went to

 6  the Lower Connecticut River Council of Government

 7  meeting.  Right?  And we had a few minutes -- and

 8  I just had five minutes to talk in front of the

 9  chief elected officials of that area, which is a

10  really unique area.

11                 If you think about that area it

12  goes from --

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I was going to say,

14  was it that, or the five minutes for you?

15                 LORI MATHIEU:  What's that?

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Was it that or the

17  five minutes they gave you?

18                 LORI MATHIEU:  I was good,

19  actually.  Right?  Because I had to leave.  I was

20  late for something else.  Yeah, so I did five

21  minutes, if you can believe it -- but they wanted

22  me back for another 35 minutes.  So I'm happy to

23  go back.

24                 But that's a unique area.  It goes

25  from Cromwell all the way down to the shoreline
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 2  you know that area at all, we have -- we

 3  collectively.  When I say, we, the four agencies

 4  are directly involved with some major water

 5  projects in that area, water to Durham in the

 6  Superfund site, water to the Tylerville area in

 7  Haddam.

 8                 So there's a lot going on in that

 9  particular area, and many of the chief elected

10  officials are very interested in the message in

11  the state water plan.  So I thought that was very

12  engaging.  So it really told me a lot that the

13  council of governments in those meetings with the

14  elected officials would be very, very important

15  for us to attend.

16                 And also I was able to -- my

17  agency, the Department of Public Health holds a

18  webinar on a monthly basis with all the local

19  health directors.  And I was able to present for

20  about 10 or 15 minutes, not too long, at the tail

21  end of their webinar.  And that's recorded, and

22  the slides that we used were the slides that

23  Corinne and Gail and Linda had put -- and Eric had

24  put together.

25                 So I think the core messages of the
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 2  we have a really captive audience right now.  I

 3  think a lot of people want to know about what the

 4  plan does and says, and they want to learn more

 5  about it, and they do want to comment.  We already

 6  have received three sets of comments, which is

 7  good.

 8                 And so we see the form works.  All

 9  right?  So it works really well.  I think it's a

10  great idea to post every week and get into a

11  system.  So our clock is ticking.  We have 120

12  days until November 17th.  That's the end of the

13  comment period.

14                 LINDA FERRARO:  20th.  Actually

15  November 20th.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  20th, sorry.  The

17  20th.  So right before Thanksgiving our clock is

18  ticking.  So we have a lot of work to do.  And

19  Linda had shared with me -- she hasn't shared with

20  everybody, but the schedule, you're going to keep

21  track of all the presentations and everything that

22  we do.

23                 Anyone of us, if we go speak

24  anywhere for five minutes we should definitely let

25  Linda know, and we'd keep track of every forum and
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 2                 And also I want to add to this, I

 3  think -- and Nick, you could help us with this,

 4  that I think we need to hold something

 5  specifically for key legislative people and

 6  schedule it soon.  I think it's on this, I

 7  believe, but we need to bring that out to the

 8  forefront because if we don't reach our

 9  legislators and tell them what the plan says and

10  does, then we're, you know, that wouldn't be a

11  good thing.

12                 So all the key groups, all the

13  people that were directly involved with drafting

14  the legislation like John Hampton and Mary

15  Mushinsky and Jonathan Steinberg -- and I'm sure

16  I'm forgetting a few others that were key.

17                 NICK NEELEY:  Actually, this

18  morning I sent an e-mail with the links to the

19  chairs and ranking members of Energy, Health and

20  Environment, and to Mushinsky and Hampton saying,

21  here's the links.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, great.

23                 NICK NEELEY:  Here's where you find

24  the information.  And I'll get back to you like

25  that and talk to you about this some more and try
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 2  after summer is over to that.

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But you're right.  I

 4  mean, that's a key component of our -- the past.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  And also,

 6  would that include planning and development?

 7  Because I think that one of the chairs or cochairs

 8  from planning and development came to the LOB.  I

 9  forget his name.

10                 NICK NEELEY:  A member or a chair?

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  A state rep.

12                 NICK NEELEY:  A member of P and D.

13                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Roland Lemar.

14  Roland Lemar is the chair.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, yes.  That's

16  right.

17                 NICK NEELEY:  That's right.  Roland

18  came.

19                 LINDA FERRARO:  He sat next to

20  Dave.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, he did.  Yes.

22  Very nice, yes.

23                 NICK NEELEY:  I'll include an

24  e-mail to the chairs and ranking of P and D.

25                 LORI MATHIEU:  And then I think
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 2  Governor's office.  And I think it would be nice

 3  to present the draft directly to their staff or

 4  anyone from the Governor's office that would like

 5  to know more about it, because in the end that's

 6  going to be delivered to the Governor.

 7                 So I don't know if we have any

 8  ideas or anything we could add here, but I think

 9  those are key people we need to reach out, and

10  spend a lot of time and answer any and all

11  questions, and ask for their thoughts about

12  outreach as well.  And if they think we should go

13  someplace else and do something else to present

14  this to any other group that they would like, I

15  think that would be ideal.

16                 And I do see that -- and I still

17  have a question about Senator Kennedy had a

18  request.  I think there's something on this plan.

19                 NICK NEELEY:  Yeah, he called me

20  and asked.  He wanted to know when a public

21  hearing was going to be held.  He would like to

22  come and speak.  So I was going to get back to him

23  when there is a schedule.

24                 I mean, one of the things that I

25  mentioned to Commissioner Betkoski this morning is
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 2  in Wallingford in Mary Mushinsky's district since

 3  she's sort of been with us.  So you know, that

 4  might be a nice idea to have sort of a central

 5  area to just have some thought.

 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  And possibly also

 7  with, you know, Jonathan Steinberg who's the

 8  cochair of public health.  He's been very

 9  supportive.  And every time I see him he asks me,

10  so does the plan solve everything?

11                 So I think it would be great to --

12  and Jonathan Hampton.  I mean, he was -- if people

13  were involved with the legislation, he was really

14  very important to all of this, as well as the

15  Governor himself.  Without his support we wouldn't

16  be here.

17                 So there was one other thing I

18  wanted to mention.  I forgot -- but see what

19  happens when you get too much sun on the Cape.

20  Right?  It's just, your brain fries.

21                 There was something else.  But

22  anyway, Linda, go ahead.

23                 LINDA FERRARO:  Yeah.  I just

24  wanted to mention, too, that you have already

25  presented at the WUCCs, all three of the WUCCs.


                            24
� 1  So that was very well received.

 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  You know,

 3  after the first one it went better, because I

 4  found the slides from CDM.  I found they were kind

 5  of tough to explain, you know, the charts, from

 6  the climate change charts.

 7                 I think it's, you know, it's

 8  something where our message has to be more simple

 9  for people to understand the plan and kind of keep

10  it at a level where anybody, you know.  When

11  you're presenting it's hard to describe, you know,

12  these complex concepts.  I think it's difficult.

13                 And anybody who wants to dive into

14  the plan could read all about it, but I think that

15  what's beautiful -- beautifully written is the CDM

16  two-pager, which is wonderful, and the executive

17  summary.  So a lot of people got a lot out of

18  that.

19                 And even the council of governments

20  at the Lower Connecticut River, I handed those out

21  to them and they appreciated that very much.  So I

22  thought those two documents alone really speak to

23  the plan and have been very well received so far.

24  When you show them the size of the plan, they're

25  like, oh, there's no way I'm going to read that.
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 2  the plan.

 3                 But I will -- oh, now I remember.

 4  I see Elaine here from CDM.  So now I remember.

 5  Given that we have key legislators that were

 6  instrumental in passing this as well as the

 7  Governor, could we have -- and I'm begging you for

 8  four more paper copies?  Because we should hand

 9  copies to Mary Mushinsky, Jonathan Steinberg --

10                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Kennedy?

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, John Hampton.

12  I think there were three or four of them that were

13  just there all the time supporting the

14  legislation, working on the language, very

15  supportive -- and the Governor.  And we should

16  hand four copies to these people.

17                 So if you have --

18                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Yeah, I have

19  two with me today that are yours, because one --

20  the FedEx missing package showed up at my desk

21  this morning.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, it didn't make

23  it to my house.  Yeah.  Okay.  Just a month later.

24                 ELAINE SISTARE:  So you know, you

25  certainly can have those two and we could probably
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 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  That would be

 3  great.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  How about the State

 5  Library?  They want two copies.

 6                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I know we have

 7  to give them copies, I think, by statute.

 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  Do we?

 9                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I think so.

10                 ELAINE SISTARE:  You know, it's

11  certainly -- our contract is complete, of course,

12  but in a limited number we can provide them,

13  especially for that important use.

14                 MIKE JENNINGS:  This is Mike

15  Jennings at NEIWPCC.

16                 Can I offer a possible solution?

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, please, Mike.

18                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I have got the PDF

19  that CDM provided formatted so that it will print

20  out in black and white on eight and a half by

21  eleven paper that we can make three-hole punched,

22  and we can ring bind them.

23                 If it's just going to sit on a

24  shelf somewhere, do you think that that would be

25  acceptable?
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 2  for the library, maybe?

 3                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Not for the

 4  library.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  No, we need the

 6  color?

 7                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Maybe staff could

 8  keep those and the color copies could go where

 9  they're needed, because all you're really losing

10  is the subtlety of the colors on some of the 11 by

11  17 foldout maps.  But other than that, it's the

12  exact same report.

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right, but the

14  subtlety in color is significant.  Right?  You

15  lose the whole emphasis of some of those beautiful

16  color maps and the shading that's there.

17                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Lori, your staff

18  doesn't pull that map out and refer to it as

19  they're coming up with the outreach plan.  Or you

20  know, Betsy's staff doesn't pull out the map and

21  show it around.

22                 I'm just offering solutions, but we

23  can come up with more physical hardcopies for a

24  much simpler price than having the color ones made

25  up and bound.
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 2  Elaine and get what you have.  I would prefer

 3  color copies because of the subtleties.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Why don't we do

 5  this?  Why don't we get an absolute number of

 6  color copies we need and let Elaine know.

 7                 And then Garrett will figure out

 8  how to pay for it.

 9                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Welcome,

10  Garrett.

11                 ELAINE SISTARE:  That's fine.

12  Yeah.

13                 MIKE JENNINGS:  As to the resources

14  to produce them, that's a cost that we did.  And

15  again, we're sitting on some resources for the

16  project which that would fall right in line.  We

17  actually have a line item in our contract for

18  printing.

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  One of the

20  things, Mike, that we did think about the use of

21  the funds.  And maybe I'll roll that over to Jack,

22  but one of the things that we have, as state

23  agencies have a capacity to do, is make color

24  copies ourselves.  So we'll talk about that

25  further.
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 2  printing services that we could pursue, but that,

 3  you know, comes with a dollar sign.  But we will

 4  think about that.

 5                 But I thank you, to CDM, for

 6  helping us out with whatever you can do.

 7                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Sure.

 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  I would be

 9  appreciative.  Because I think, you know, the key

10  legislators -- and if there's any other key

11  legislators that, from anybody's minds that you

12  think are important to get a paper copy to, let us

13  know because I don't want to leave anybody out

14  that was important to the legislation.

15                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I think the

16  three you mentioned were the three that were in

17  the room negotiating the language with us -- was

18  it three years ago?

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  Yeah,

20  exactly.  Yeah, okay.  Good.

21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So if we can

22  talk a little bit about the outreach plan?  I

23  think it does a great job of reaching out to the

24  government entities that we need to do.  I think

25  we need a broader audience, and I think it had
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 2  Water Planning Council advisory group in that

 3  outreach piece.

 4                 One of the things the team is doing

 5  is working on a presentation that will be

 6  complete, will be for all audiences and will also

 7  have a script available.  And this concept of this

 8  freakish bureau, where basically the plan would be

 9  available to increase the number of people that we

10  get to, and ask all of the stakeholders in this

11  room who have been so important for us in getting

12  to this point to help us get the word out.  So we

13  can get as much public comment and as much input

14  into this plan as we can.

15                 I mean, I think there's some pieces

16  here that, as the Water Planning Council we should

17  certainly do, but it is our collective plan and

18  certainly would ask the Water Planning Council

19  advisory group to work with us on that, and for us

20  to provide them the information so that they can

21  do that.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  If we could on the

23  agenda, you know we have a report out.  I mean,

24  one of the things that -- and I don't know when

25  it's best to bring this up, but fundamentally over
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 2  said, what's the role of the advisory group?  Why

 3  don't they have a role in the development of the

 4  state water plan?  Because they didn't directly.

 5                 We had the steering committee, and

 6  we a policy group, and we had the science and

 7  technology group led by Virginia.  Now there's a

 8  number of people that were involved in those

 9  groups that we have let go.  They're not formally

10  involved any longer.

11                 There is a discussion I think that

12  needs to take place between us about

13  representation on the advisory group, the future

14  of the advisory group.  What's the plan for the

15  advisory group?  We don't have a cochair for the

16  advisory group.

17                 I really, truly believe that the

18  Steering Committee members who were active need to

19  get brought back into this picture.  And so before

20  we give the advisory group any work to do -- and

21  that's why you don't see it here, is that we need

22  to talk about the makeup of that group.  Because

23  fundamentally, you know, the statute says it has

24  to be balanced between consumptive and

25  nonconsumptive.
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 2  you read that executive summary it talks and

 3  speaks to public health and environmental health.

 4  And I think that's where we need to focus our

 5  advisory group members from.

 6                 Fundamentally, I don't believe that

 7  there's many public health people represented on

 8  that advisory group, and I'd like to talk further

 9  about that because I think that that's been a

10  missing piece for a long time.

11                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  We can, but what

12  we're talking about now is the outreach plan.

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  And in the context

14  of the outreach plan that I've been involved in, I

15  don't think it's appropriate at this point to give

16  any work to an advisory group that we have yet to

17  decide, what are they going to do?  What's the

18  mission?

19                 We don't even have another cochair.

20  We've got a concern from one of the potential

21  cochair's boss that was sent to us about a lot of

22  these questions, about what's the mission?  What's

23  the vision?  What's the organization?  In my

24  opinion, I don't think we should give any work to

25  a group that we have yet to really talk about and
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 2                 And I feel like a broken record.

 3  I've brought this up a number of times.  I think

 4  we owe it to the people that have volunteered for

 5  a long time on the advisory group.  We owe it to

 6  them to have a conversation between the four of us

 7  as to, what's the mission?  What's the vision?

 8  What would we like them to do now that we actually

 9  have a draft plan?

10                 So I think we need to take a step

11  back before we give work to a group that, you

12  know, we have no money.  We have no staff to give

13  them.  And I think it's irresponsible, frankly,

14  for us to give them any work before we figure all

15  that out.

16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So my position

17  on that would be that the members of the Water

18  Planning Council advisory group have been

19  following this process.

20                 Many of them have served on the

21  Steering Committee -- on the policy subcommittee

22  or the technical subcommittee, and are in a

23  perfect place to sort of carry this message

24  forward that we're working on.  It's also what we

25  asked them to do as a council back when the state
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 2  would be disrespectful not to do that.

 3                 I think we can have that ongoing

 4  discussion, but the public comment period is now.

 5  And the opportunity to get the word out is now,

 6  and we need to muster all the forces that we can

 7  to get that message out, because it is our mutual

 8  plan.

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  It is the

10  plan of the four state agencies.  It is a

11  state-funded state agency plan.  We have a group

12  of stakeholders -- again I'll say it.  I don't

13  think public health has been adequately

14  represented, and we need to step back before we

15  give a mission, a formal mission to a group of

16  volunteers -- who have been great.

17                 But I think we need to put more

18  thought into who's on that group and what we ask

19  them to do, and why.  Because again, I don't think

20  it's fair to be giving people work to do when we

21  have -- we don't have our act together.  We

22  haven't come up with a vision or a mission for

23  this group.  I just don't think it's fair.

24                 I mean I think, though,

25  anybody that has been -- somebody like Virginia,
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 2  spent a tremendous amount -- when she was with

 3  USGS -- and now she's spent a tremendous amount of

 4  time on her own coming here and spending time,

 5  leading that science and technology group.

 6                 You go out and present.  You could

 7  use that core message.  You could go and present,

 8  but you know, I want to stick to the core message.

 9  Maybe there's a core group of people that we could

10  say, okay.  Here, you go out and say this.  But I

11  want to make the responsible party the four state

12  agencies that are responsible for this plan.

13                 And anybody that we go out and

14  present to, I don't want anybody thinking, well,

15  this might be somebody else's plan.  No, it's the

16  State's plan.  We're responsible for doing this.

17                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It's the media

18  framing the message.  I mean, Virginia is a

19  perfect example of the stalwart of the Water

20  Planning Council advisory group every meeting,

21  from what I can see.  So -- and there are others.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right, but I don't

23  think under the context of the advisory committee.

24  I think under the context of people like Virginia

25  who have been involved.  She's a core member as
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 2  committee because we don't have our act together

 3  as far as the advisory committee.

 4                 You know, I just don't agree with

 5  giving the advisory committee a mission as a

 6  committee.

 7                 NICK NEELEY:  But I think, you

 8  know, the legislative -- regardless of whether or

 9  not, I think the legislative intent was to include

10  the Water Planning Council advisory group and

11  their members and their constituencies in the

12  process of getting the message out, building some

13  interest, bringing people to the hearings and the

14  like.

15                 I think -- I don't think -- the

16  Legislature intended that.  I mean, trust me.

17  They wanted to be involved.

18                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I'm not saying

19  not to have them involved, but let's take a step

20  back and let's add people from public health.

21  Because where is the --

22                 NICK NEELEY:  That's two different

23  things.

24                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well you know, we're

25  a big part of this plan in public health, and
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 2  making sure that the public health message is

 3  there, and that high-quality water should be

 4  preserved for human consumption.

 5                 And so if we don't have advocates

 6  on an advisory group that can speak to consumption

 7  of water -- there's some great doctors and people

 8  in the public health foundation that can speak to

 9  consumption and childhood lead poisoning, and the

10  importance of making sure that water is tested so

11  children aren't, you know, poisoned with lead.

12  Where do we have that aspect on the advisory

13  group?

14                 So to me, I just hesitate because I

15  want to make sure our message is -- and then also

16  on rates.  Where do we have just a person who

17  represents a consumer?

18                 NICK NEELEY:  I think -- if I just

19  interject?  I think later in the meeting, I think

20  the Water Planning Council advisory group has some

21  time.

22                 And you know, for myself I'd like

23  to hear from them in terms of they, you know, what

24  Margaret and the other members of the Water

25  Planning Council advisory group have to say about
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 2  plan.

 3                 Because I'll, you know, say it

 4  again.  I think it's clearly the intent of the

 5  folks that passed this bill, when you're doing the

 6  outreach, to engage the Water Planning Council

 7  advisory group as much as you can.

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  The mission

 9  statement of the Water Planning Council advisory

10  group is charged with addressing the State's

11  water management issues and has established a

12  Water Planning Council advisory group to assist it

13  in executing its legislative responsibilities.  So

14  there you go.

15                 And Dave, you've been very patient

16  back there.

17                 DAVE KOZMINSKI:  I was just going

18  to point out, again when Lori was speaking, you

19  know, one of the takeaways after we presented to

20  the COG after Lori left, that we got feedback from

21  all of the town officials or so forth.  Okay.

22                 And when we talk about the

23  outreach, one of the things that they wanted --

24  and they want a simple fact sheet.  Okay?  -- put

25  together.  They don't want, you know, we've got
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� 1  reams and reams of paper that they're never going

 2  to read.  Something they can understand, you know,

 3  and I think that's what we have to focus on, you

 4  know.

 5                 You know, I think our presentation

 6  was short and succinct and so forth, and the fact,

 7  you know, Lori did bring the two-page thing.  That

 8  was great, but from the standpoint of what this

 9  plan has, you know, we put together -- and they

10  said a two-page fact sheet, bullet points, boom,

11  boom, boom, boom, that they can understand.  You

12  know, that the layman could understand.

13                 You know, we've all been involved

14  in this process and have drudged through, you

15  know, reams and reams of testimony and comments

16  and so forth.  But again, they stressed it would

17  be simple.  And you know, from an outreach

18  standpoint when we go out to do these

19  presentations we've got to make sure that our

20  message is consistent across the board.

21                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  So did they not

22  understand the two-page fact sheet that exists?

23                 DAVE KOZMINSKI:  Well, again I

24  mean, we handed out as we were there.  Okay?  You

25  know, and then so forth.  But you know, we went
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 2                 But you know, we talked a lot about

 3  sustainability and resiliency.  Okay?  Among the

 4  towns.  And there again, you know, what's a

 5  non-transient, noncommunity system?  You know, so

 6  they wanted, you know, a succinct fact sheet that

 7  is going to say.  Okay.  This, this, this and

 8  this, that the layman can understand.

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  I think that's a

10  great point, because you might say, well, there is

11  a two-pager.  Let's just read the two-pager.

12                 You know what?  I think that's too

13  much for people.  I think it's too much for the

14  mayor of Middletown to sit there.  Okay.  Just

15  tell me.  I just need to know the five main points

16  in plain language.

17                 So I think that's, again, it goes

18  back to what Linda was talking about -- and Gail

19  and Corinne -- was developing the core message.

20  Like, what is the core message?  And I think we

21  can use that to develop that one page, maybe a

22  one-pager that when you present to anybody, there

23  it is right in front of you.

24                 Now the reason why I say what I

25  say, and this will be my last thing, is that I
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 2  state agencies to say the core message because it

 3  comes from the State of Connecticut.  We are state

 4  agencies and we are invested in this plan and

 5  implementing the plan.

 6                 I've heard from a lot of people

 7  there's a lot of criticism out there.  You're

 8  never going to do anything.  Oh, great plan.  It

 9  won't get done.  So that's, you know, the people

10  that need to get the stuff done that's in the plan

11  are led by -- I'm not saying we're going to do

12  everything ourselves, but are led by these four

13  agencies.

14                 So if, you know, we can get other

15  people involved, and I have no problem with that,

16  but the state agencies have to be seen as the

17  leaders of this mission.  And I see it as a

18  mission over the next ten years.  We have to lay

19  that out and implement.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, that's a nice

21  segue.  And Betsey, unless you want to, I'm going

22  to turn it over to the Water Planning Council

23  advisory group.  We're going to talk about their

24  July 18th meeting.

25                 We're going to talk about an
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 2  companies.  We're going to talk about the

 3  appointment of a cochair, and we're going to end

 4  with Len discussing his white paper.  So --

 5                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think the only

 6  thing I'd say, Jack, is I'm uncomfortable with the

 7  outreach plan until we get this issue resolved.

 8  So -- but, we can move on.

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  Does that mean we

10  don't move forward?

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think it's

12  premature to give the Water Planning Council

13  advisory group any marching orders until we come

14  up with an outreach plan that we agree upon, and

15  then we'll decide how they're going to be

16  utilized.

17                 I think that we have an obligation

18  as a council to do that.  I want to feel

19  comfortable with what the message is going out to

20  the public.  I'm just not going to say, okay.

21  Here it is.  Go.

22                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But there are

23  two issues here.  There's the message, which we

24  are working on and the team is working on hard.

25  And then there's, who do you reach out to and who
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 2                 And my point is, that's an integral

 3  part of the outreach plan and a piece that I do

 4  not think we finished our discussion about.

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I would hope

 6  that the Water Planning Council advisory group

 7  reaches out to their constituency, Betsy.  I think

 8  that that's -- their primary mission, I think is

 9  to go out and talk to their constituents.

10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I agree and we

11  should endorse them and encourage them to do that.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Let's get the

13  message, and we'll send it out.

14                 And with that, Margaret, straighten

15  us all out for us.  Will you, you lone chair of

16  the committee?

17                 MARGARET MINOR:  Well, I'm waiting

18  eagerly.

19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So are we.

20                 MARGARET MINOR:  I can tell you I

21  was -- well, I meant to get out before now a

22  letter to all the members, but since I didn't and

23  forgot it until last night I can now read it.

24  Everybody's here.

25                 I think Bruce is on vacation, so I
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 2  could do a joint, you know, just say, dear

 3  advisory group member, and send it to the group.

 4                 But what we're saying is I think

 5  what you wanted, and what's coming up here is

 6  that, okay.  I write on behalf of the Water

 7  Planning Council and the WPCAG to inquire as to

 8  your level of interest in continuing as a member

 9  of the WPCAG going forward.

10                 Each member has an important role

11  to play and we value your participation highly.

12  We are going into a year in which water planning

13  is high on the State's agenda.  It is especially

14  important that the WPCGA, whatever we are, be at

15  full strength with active members.  We try to make

16  participation reasonably convenient by providing a

17  call-in option.

18                 Now this is amusing today and maybe

19  I'll take it out.  Parentheses, the telephone

20  works quite well now with the new communications

21  system.  I think we can just "X" that out.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  The phone is working

23  well.

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It's the mics.

25                 MARGARET MINOR:  We also offer each
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 2  provided that the alternate or regular member work

 3  in the same organization.  Alternates of course

 4  should be kept up to speed on the proceedings.

 5                 We hope you will be able to commit

 6  to the continued or new regular participation, but

 7  if this is not realistic please let us know at

 8  this time.  If you wish to suggest a replacement,

 9  that would be welcome -- I think.  We are aiming

10  to participation above 90 percent for each member

11  in the coming year.

12                 Many thanks to your dedication for

13  Connecticut water resources to answer again in

14  time for Bruce, or if he's not here, I'll say me.

15  So that's the message.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's

17  excellent.

18                 MARGARET MINOR:  It's here,

19  available for editing if anybody wants to edit it.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Then it will go out

21  soon.

22                 MARGARET MINOR:  I will send it out

23  I think just to the group this afternoon, to the

24  advisory group.  Dear advisory group member, and

25  follow up with phonecalls.
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 2  you.

 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  Okay.  Are we

 4  doing more on advisory group now?

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.

 6                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  May I

 7  interject something to address your concern, Lori?

 8  And that is, there is a health representative on

 9  it who has not been very active.  And I would

10  suggest that if we don't get a very strong, yes, I

11  will; or, please, replace me; that perhaps you

12  should reach out to that individual because we do

13  need a health person actively involved.

14                 LORI MATHIEU:  And I will be doing

15  that.

16                 And also, and I'd like to put this

17  on the table for thought is, would you be willing

18  to consider adding more public health advocates?

19                 MARGARET MINOR:  That's, you know,

20  changing the makeup of the group is probably a

21  question that I'm not able to answer off the cuff.

22  And I would certainly want to know what other

23  people think even if I had a definite opinion.

24                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right because, you

25  know, the statute leads us and it says -- it
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 2  could add, and I think what the health department

 3  is talking about is adding.

 4                 Because I agree with you.  I mean,

 5  our health, our one health director over the

 6  years I don't think, you know, the names have

 7  changed and they haven't been directly active.

 8  And sometimes health directors, you know, they're

 9  quite busy people.  And they're, you know, 24/7

10  working on behalf of their towns.

11                 So we've been working on getting

12  people who are active in public health advocacy,

13  people that work in cities and city government,

14  that work in oral health, that work in children's

15  health.  And so we have a group of people that

16  we're ready to tee up that are willing to come and

17  talk about public health.

18                 MARGARET MINOR:  I think in

19  general, we don't -- the water policy in general

20  over the years, we don't hear enough and don't

21  have enough involvement from the public health

22  officials that are in the field, and that they're

23  not very sure of what their support is at the town

24  level, or at the state level.

25                 They're kind of floating out there.
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 2  this proposal, but I certainly would welcome more

 3  involvement generally in water policy from those

 4  people.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, go ahead,

 6  Linda.

 7                 LINDA FERRARO:  And I can just

 8  speak as a public health professional for well

 9  over 20 years.  I've worked my career in trying to

10  integrate oral health into other aspects of public

11  health and that's been a challenge.

12                 It's been a huge challenge because

13  oral health is very akin to water.  If you have it

14  you don't think about it.  If you have it, if you

15  have water you don't think about it, but if you

16  don't have it that's when you think about it.

17                 So in my mission, in terms of

18  trying to promote this plan to the public health

19  community, we have multiple opportunities to try

20  to outreach to folks that are involved in

21  different efforts, chronic disease management,

22  diabetes management.  You know, we're trying to

23  get people in a public health arena to try to

24  start drinking water, to trust the water that

25  they're drinking, trust the public water that's
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� 1  coming in through their taps.

 2                 A lot of individuals that we have

 3  coming into our state don't necessarily trust the

 4  water because they come from countries where you

 5  can't trust the water.  So they're spending a lot

 6  of money going out and buying bottled water, when

 7  all they have to do is turn on the tap.

 8                 So there's a lot of education that

 9  needs to be done, and I think looking at the plan

10  myself, not having been involved in water for my

11  career, this is a wonderful opportunity for us to

12  hopefully try to capitalize on improving the

13  overall health of our state, the residents of our

14  state and highlighting the different aspects that

15  public health can be involved in.

16                 So I'm going to be on my soapbox

17  here, but you know, I think there's a lot of areas

18  that we can capitalize on and expand the knowledge

19  base, and to expand the people that are

20  potentially involved and engaged in water in our

21  state.  Because it has multi-layers of components

22  that are effective, and so I just speak from that

23  perspective.

24                 LORI MATHIEU:  That's one of the

25  reasons why we brought Linda aboard, because she
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� 1  has a lot of advocates, a lot of connections in

 2  the public health arena.

 3                 For instance, I need to speak with

 4  Dan.  We've been approached by the new health

 5  director of the City of Bridgeport.  She wants to

 6  hold a forum on water.  She wants to bring in the

 7  city council.  We want to invite Aquarion.  We

 8  want to talk about why people should be consuming

 9  water in the city of Bridgeport, because the water

10  is good to drink, you know, consumer tapwater.

11                 So it's an exciting time, and

12  that's why I say what I say.  Because I think it,

13  you know, to bring in the public health advocates,

14  now is a good time since we have a draft plan.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Gail?

16                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  I'd just like to

17  say I was at the advisory group meeting, and I

18  know that Virginia mentioned -- and there was

19  support for what she said, that when you sent out

20  this letter there are many people, you know, this

21  type of contact has been done before.

22                 And the person says, oh, yes.

23  Great.  I want to continue, but they still don't

24  show up.  And so you know, she made the point that

25  perhaps we ought to say, unless you can really
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� 1  commit to coming to these meetings we're going to

 2  have to seek a replacement.  And that in asking

 3  people if they are going to designate an

 4  alternate, that the alternate has to be from the

 5  same organization.

 6                 MARGARET MINOR:  I have that.

 7                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  And so people

 8  really didn't agree with your statement that we've

 9  heard this before.  That, oh, yes.  I'm really

10  interested in being on the council, but they still

11  don't show up.

12                 The health district person has not

13  been there.  In the last three meetings that I've

14  gone to there wasn't a quorum, and I had to run

15  and get Rich Sobolewski.  And he was going to

16  submit, and then he had a meeting the last time,

17  so you couldn't even --

18                 MARGARET MINOR:  I caught him.

19                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  So you know, you do

20  really have to.

21                 And one last thing, and I apologize

22  because I have to leave early, but I just wanted

23  to throw out there I know that we only have four

24  months as the comment period.  What if someone

25  like Margaret calls a meeting of the Rivers
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 2                 Would it be possible for, instead

 3  of Margaret or an advisory group member giving the

 4  presentation, could one of you go to that meeting?

 5  As long as they're getting their constituents

 6  together whether, you know, it's Save Our Water

 7  or, you know, whichever group, Betsy's group, and

 8  one of you go out and present?

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  Gail, you asked me

10  to present anywhere, anytime.  I will do that.

11  I'm serious about going to any group.  You want to

12  set it up, and I think Virginia and I go out and

13  do some presentations together.

14                 Those are the kind of thing -- the

15  idea with the speakers bureau isn't just the four

16  of us, or the eight of us, you know, including

17  Linda and Gail, and Corinne and Eric.  But I think

18  it's the team of people that we could build, and

19  that's the idea of a speaker's bureau.

20                 But yeah, absolutely.  I'm willing

21  to go speak anywhere about it.  I think it's that

22  important.

23                 MARGARET MINOR:  Just a question to

24  the Water Planning Council.  The Water Planning

25  Council, I thought it was pretty clear in this
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� 1  letter, politely, that if you can't be there

 2  please say so.

 3                 But I could add that the Water

 4  Planning Council will reluctantly have to replace

 5  members who are not able to come on a regular

 6  basis.  Would you like me to add that sentence?

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Garrett has a

 8  question for you.

 9                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Well, that

10  plays into my question.  Does the advisory group

11  have any structural procedures in place where if

12  you miss more than three meetings in a row you're

13  removed?

14                 MARGARET MINOR:  No, we do not.

15  And actually, the Water Planning Council has the

16  authority for -- I mean, we recommend people.  You

17  know, we work closely, but the authority is with

18  the Water Planning Council.

19                 So that's why I'm saying, do you

20  want me to make a fairly definite statement?  Do

21  you want me to put a number in?  I mean, that gets

22  tricky.  If somebody gets sick and they miss, you

23  know, it gets tricky to put a number, but I could.

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Or you can say

25  something along the lines that the members of the
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 2  of the Water Planning Council based upon your

 3  participation, or something.  I'm not yet exact.

 4                 MARGARET MINOR:  So how about the

 5  WPC will be reviewing participation and may have

 6  to replace members who aren't able to make it?

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  As appropriate.

 8  Right?  Something along those line.

 9                 JOHN HUDAK:  I would put a date to

10  respond to.

11                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes.  I will --

12  respond tomorrow.

13                 Okay.  So I'm glad I did this.  I'm

14  sorry the letter is late, but it will be good.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's okay.

16                 Virginia?

17                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  A couple of

18  points.  I think that in terms of having you

19  folks -- which I think it would be great if you

20  could go to these various gatherings.

21                 You know, if my count is correct,

22  there are 19 different interests represented on

23  the Water Planning Council advisory group.  And

24  even if we just started with their constituencies,

25  that's a lot of -- that's a huge commitment, Lori,
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� 1  for you to make, or even the four of you to make

 2  in terms of going to many of them.

 3                 And I think I could come up with a

 4  list of a dozen, two dozen additional groups that

 5  could be -- you've already got the list started.

 6  I mean, the Society of Women Environmental

 7  Professionals, EPOC, the Bar Association.  I mean,

 8  I could just keep going.  So I think that having

 9  more numbers available in your speaker's bureau,

10  if you want to call it that, is going to make the

11  burden less on each individual.

12                 The other point is that right now

13  we do have 19 constituencies represented.  It

14  might be good to take a step back and look at if

15  we were creating an advisory group today, what

16  would the ideal composition be?  Who should be

17  represented?

18                 It's probably going to be very

19  similar, but at that point we can get into the

20  discussion, should there be different types of

21  help involved?  And that will be countered by -- I

22  know Margaret, you've said in the past that in

23  various groups the environmental issues are

24  underrepresented.

25                 You look at the example -- because
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 2  suppliers, there are a lot of suppliers on there.

 3  There are large investor-owned and small

 4  investor-owned, and regional and municipal.  And

 5  so that starts to weight it heavily in that

 6  direction.

 7                 What is the appropriate

 8  composition?  I think we should look at that and

 9  then decide whether we need to add more of one

10  category and get rid of a category, or whatever it

11  might be.  I also think we should task the people

12  who are on the advisory group to be doing a little

13  bit of reaching out to their group outside of it.

14                 So if you had five different types

15  of health that should have input to this process,

16  if there could be some mechanism by which they

17  could get their concerns to the one or two

18  representatives on the group.

19                 And the one or two representatives

20  on the group would have a responsibility to report

21  back to their larger constituency this is what's

22  ongoing.  If you have any input get it to me by

23  two days before the next meeting.

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, exactly.  I

25  can't agree more.
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� 1                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes.  Thank you,

 2  Virginia, for that.  If we want to -- a couple

 3  more things from the advisory group.  We don't

 4  have a cochair, but we have a sort of crown

 5  prince.  So we have agreed, I think, on a

 6  replacement for Maureen.

 7                 And John, you can speak to it.  Or

 8  I can.

 9                 JOHN HUDAK:  Sure.  Yes, Maureen

10  has left a vacancy with the large investor-owned

11  utilities.  And we've discussed a replacement, and

12  as recommending Dan Lawrence of Aquarion to be

13  that person.  Then endorsed by CWWA, and the

14  advisory group, and we're all on board.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I would move that.

16  Actually, somebody move that.

17                 LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.

18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Second.

19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Move Dan Lawrence to

20  fill the vacancy of Maureen Westbrook, who has

21  done an outstanding job for the Water Planning --

22  yes.

23                 All those in favor?

24                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations,
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� 1  Dan.

 2                 You know, we did have this fancy

 3  resolution.  You were not here last month.

 4                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  See, and I

 5  couldn't get a transcript.

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll take care of

 7  that.

 8                 MARGARET MINOR:  You have the

 9  resolution from Virginia?  We'll have to get it to

10  you if you haven't seen it.

11                 So I guess the last thing is, at

12  the last meeting we discussed the concept paper.

13                 LEN DeJONG:  A cochair?  Before the

14  concept paper, would you like to discuss the

15  possibility of a new cochair?  It was on the

16  agenda.

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Let me talk

18  about the cochair.  I mean, we, John Hudak is --

19  how can I put it?  In consideration for this.  His

20  boss, Larry Bingaman has some concerns about how

21  the water planning advisory group is being

22  organized and operated.  And he was concerned with

23  the time commitment for him.

24                 And after today's meeting I think

25  that we'll have some kind of response to get back
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� 1  to him.  I think that's what he's looking for.  Is

 2  it not?

 3                 JOHN HUDAK:  I can speak to this,

 4  if you'd like?  And I'd rather not be a crown

 5  prince.

 6                 MARGARET MINOR:  A dark horse.

 7                 JOHN HUDAK:  No, I did discuss this

 8  opportunity with my bosses at the water authority.

 9  And you know, they acknowledged the time

10  commitment and that it's a good opportunity, but

11  also emphasized the importance of the advisory

12  group playing an important role in the state water

13  plan.  And also being equipped to take on that

14  role, whether it's resources or participating

15  members.

16                 That said, you know, I realize, you

17  know, defining the group's role from the

18  discussion today is going to take time.  I'm

19  willing to, you know, step in and take this on

20  and, you know, see how it goes.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So do we have

22  the blessings of Larry?  That's the question.

23                 JOHN HUDAK:  I think Larry left me

24  some wiggle room.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well on that, I move
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� 1  that John be appointed chair of the Water Planning

 2  Council advisory group.

 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  Cochair pro tem.

 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I second.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Can we have

 6  discussion?

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Rightly moved and

 8  seconded that John be appointed cochair of the

 9  Water Planning Council advisory group.

10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Can we have

11  discussion?

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, we always have

13  discussions on motions, yes.

14                 LORI MATHIEU:  So what Virginia

15  laid out, I like.  You heard what I would like, to

16  have a consideration of adding more public health

17  advocates for the advisory group.

18                 I think to Larry's points -- and

19  I'm forgetting them all.  I don't have it in front

20  of me, but forgive me.  It's review the mission of

21  the group, the organization of the group; come up

22  with operational rules, as Garrett had mentioned.

23                 You know, if an active member, you

24  should be considered an active member.  If you

25  missed three meetings, you're nonactive.  And so I
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� 1  think there should be some operating rules that

 2  get developed.  You know, I take what Larry wrote

 3  seriously.  He has concerns.

 4                 MARGARET MINOR:  I didn't see what

 5  Larry wrote.  So --

 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I don't know.

 7  Does anyone have a copy of what Larry sent?

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I have a copy here.

 9  I can share it with --

10                 MARGARET MINOR:  I think I get the

11  gist, but we didn't see what Larry wrote.  So

12  we're kind of --

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  So essentially the

14  group needs, you know, clear organization.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  More structure.  I

16  mean, basically the bottom line is more structure.

17                 LORI MATHIEU:  Structure, and to

18  Garrett's point, you know, what's considered?  You

19  know, can you miss five meetings and still be on

20  the group?  I mean, it's not fair to that whole

21  constituency when people aren't represented.

22                 So I would ask that before, you

23  know, I vote yes or no, I would ask the group,

24  would you be willing to take that on and come back

25  next time?  And come back to us with some written
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� 1  you know, draft operating rules, organizational

 2  structure, you know, some other ideas about just

 3  the general organization and some of the ideas,

 4  and read what Larry will give you a chance -- hear

 5  what Larry had to say?

 6                 But you know, I'm not in favor of

 7  adding somebody else when there's still -- he had

 8  a lot of serious concerns there.  So I would ask

 9  if the group is willing to consider that and come

10  up with some --

11                 MARGARET MINOR:  Well, Larry used

12  to be a cochair.

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  He did.

14                 MARGARET MINOR:  So I'm assuming

15  he's written down what he thinks will be a good

16  idea.  So if you want to show us what Larry is

17  suggesting then I can present it to the group.  I

18  can send it around and see what people think of

19  it.

20                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  And even

21  stronger with the cochair to do it with you.

22                 MARGARET MINOR:  You have the final

23  say, but I'd be happy to show those, the

24  recommendations to the group which sound not all

25  new.
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� 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  No, there's nothing

 2  new there.

 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  And see how people

 4  react.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  And then I would ask

 6  that if people are reacting positively, that a

 7  group comes together and says, here.  Here's

 8  something we want to organize around and present

 9  back to our planning council in September.

10                 MARGARET MINOR:  So John and I will

11  be sure that the group sees Larry's suggestions

12  and provides some kind of response, if they wish

13  to.

14                 LORI MATHIEU:  That would be good.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I'm going to

16  call the question.

17                 All those in favor of appointing

18  John Hudak as cochair of the Water Planning

19  Council advisory group, signify by saying aye.

20                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Opposed?

22                 (No response.)

23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations,

24  John.  Let's hear it for John?  Okay.

25                 My God.  It was like, finally a
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� 1  pope.  We had more dialogue on this.

 2  Congratulations.

 3                 And again Maureen, thank you very,

 4  very much again on behalf of the Water Planning

 5  Council for everything that you've done for the

 6  Council, for the advisory group, for the water

 7  industry and for me personally over all the years

 8  that we've worked together.

 9                 I know you're not going away.

10  You're still going to be buying companies and

11  coming here before me and that kind of thing, but

12  you've been a gem, and thank you.

13                 Okay.  With that, we're going to --

14                 MARGARET MINOR:  So I don't know

15  where on the agenda -- were you going to take up

16  Len's communication?

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Len is coming up

18  right now.

19                 LEN DeJONG:  My turn?

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.

21                 LEN DeJONG:  Thank you.

22                 Hey, Rob.  For the record, I'm Len

23  DeJong from the Pomperaug River Watershed

24  Coalition, and member of the advisory group, and

25  formally the science and technical committee.


                            65
� 1                 Before I do address the concept

 2  paper I just want to just briefly reflect to the

 3  conversation I just heard.  And none of it

 4  surprises me.  I think any good organization like

 5  the Water Planning Council advisory group needs to

 6  reflect back on itself and strategically think

 7  about itself going forward, and the time is right

 8  for us to do that.

 9                 I would want to underscore what

10  Betsy has said, though, that the retooling of the

11  advisory group is going to take some time.  And if

12  we're going to link the retooling of the advisory

13  group with our effort to outreach, I don't think

14  it's going to work.  I think we need to move

15  forward collectively.

16                 Yes, it's an agency plan, but it's

17  our plan.  I think we need to move forward

18  collectively and work with members of the advisory

19  group.  Whether it's as Virginia suggested, very

20  specifically I'll reach out to Pomperaug -- which

21  we're doing, Rivers Alliance.

22                 I think there's an opportunity

23  there that will be missed if we don't allow that

24  to happen, quite frankly, regarding so.  I don't

25  know if that's what you're saying, but I do think
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� 1  there's an outreach opportunity that the advisory

 2  group can help with.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  And what I'm saying

 4  is exactly what you said, but for public health.

 5  You represent environmental groups.  That's

 6  wonderful.  You have a great voice.  You come to

 7  every meeting.  You're dedicated.

 8                 We don't have that same thing for

 9  public health and that's all I'm advocating for,

10  and that's what I've asked Linda to work on.

11  So --

12                 LEN DeJONG:  Okay.  Well, that's

13  great to hear.

14                 If your issue with the advisory

15  group is specific to public health and using us as

16  an outreach tool, I think that's different than

17  what I heard you say.

18                 Certainly, you're the experts.  You

19  work on public health, but I think there's a lot

20  of talent within the advisory group that can go

21  out and help share the mission in a very short

22  period of time, as we all know.

23                 And while we're doing that we can

24  start working on retooling the concept paper,

25  which I'm going to talk about mentions the fact to
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� 1  Garrett's point, that we don't have, if you will,

 2  job descriptions, expectations.  So those are

 3  things that we have to build into a business plan

 4  for the advisory group to work correctly.

 5                 But those are going to take time

 6  and I don't think will be done in a timely manner

 7  in order to retool the advisory group to play --

 8  to be, as I thought I heard you say, Lori, in

 9  terms of before we can get involved with outreach.

10                 LORI MATHIEU:  So one of the things

11  in the core message development and one of the

12  things my experience has been in the four

13  presentations -- five that I've done, is that you

14  have to -- you could follow word for word a

15  script.  Because when you do a presentation, and I

16  do a lot of them, you have to know your audience.

17                 So to the local health directors,

18  the discussion is a bit different.  Like, what are

19  their interests?  So you know, it's a public

20  health interest versus, you know, if you're

21  talking to a group of, you know, fishery people or

22  a group of watershed people, or a group of river

23  advocates, or a group of nurses in a hospital.

24                 So you have your core message, but

25  you also have to customize it to, why am I even
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� 1  here sitting, listening to this person?  What is

 2  in it for me?  What should I be reviewing?  How

 3  does this impact my life as a public health

 4  professional?  As an environmental professional?

 5  As a town professional?  You know, everybody?

 6                 You could follow a script word for

 7  word.  You have to be able to speak to your

 8  audience and you have to be effective at that.

 9  And so that's why the core messages are so very

10  important.  So I think we're on the same lines,

11  but I think, you know, I just keep bringing it

12  back to there's a core group of people that we

13  have to make sure that are, you know, all on the

14  same page.

15                 LEN DeJONG:  I'm going to move on

16  to the concept paper.  But just to follow up

17  quickly on that, I agree you have to tailor your

18  message.  But the flip of that is when you have

19  local people, people who are familiar, there's a

20  real value to having a voice that people know and

21  trust and understand.  I think it lends a lot of

22  credibility to explaining what the state water

23  plan is about.

24                 So with that I'll move to the

25  concept paper, and it is just that.  It's a


                            69
� 1  concept paper.  It was an idea that was presented

 2  to the Water Planning Council and then

 3  subsequently to the Water Planning Council

 4  advisory group.  I followed up with the Water

 5  Planning Council with a brief and an overview in

 6  terms of the Water Planning Council advisory group

 7  thought of the idea.  They thought it was

 8  conceptually a good one, but the devil is in the

 9  details, I guess, is the way to work through it.

10                 They recognize the overall role

11  that the Water Planning Council plays in ownership

12  of the state water plan, and the significant

13  importance that the agencies play.  My big

14  concern with -- and this was on the heels of the

15  state water plan which talks about an

16  implementation advisory group.  This idea of

17  potentially rolling it into a workgroup within the

18  advisory group surfaced because I thought there

19  may be a more efficient way of handling it through

20  a workgroup.

21                 We've had successful workgroups in

22  the past, and the idea was that in lieu of running

23  a parallel advisory group, that there may be some

24  benefit recognizing the importance that the state

25  agencies play.  To have the state agencies, to
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� 1  have Steering Committee members who were very

 2  active in this process, to have anyone else who's

 3  interested become part of this workgroup team.

 4                 So some of the things we've been

 5  talking about I think are pretty consistent.  The

 6  importance of capturing people we might lose

 7  otherwise, the importance of capturing the

 8  expertise of the advisory group, the significant

 9  high-level roles that the state agencies play, and

10  the Water Planning Council's overarching

11  responsibility for the state water plan.  So this

12  is an idea, and if it doesn't do anything more

13  than just spur conversation, I'm happy with that.

14                 So I presented it to the Water

15  Planning Council.  I think my colleagues on the

16  Water Planning Council advisory group would like

17  to hear the Water Planning Council's opinion of

18  the concept paper, and then they'd like the

19  opportunity to discuss it more.  I think the

20  cochairs can speak to that approach.

21                 That's where I'll leave it.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, you're

23  speaking to your flowchart that you had?

24                 LEN DeJONG:  Well, I'm actually

25  speaking to the paper, but the flowchart I think
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� 1  is the most significant part of that, which

 2  essentially formats the --

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  What role do you see

 4  that the state agencies have in implementing the

 5  plan?

 6                 LEN DeJONG:  The state agencies

 7  ultimately have the responsibility for

 8  implementing the plan with approval from the Water

 9  Planning Council.  The state agencies, in the

10  concept that I put on paper, play a key role in

11  whether it's an advisory, implementation advisory

12  group as it is called within the state water plan

13  draft, or whether it is a workgroup, as I call

14  that within this concept.

15                 The state agencies play a key role

16  in terms of plan implementation, setting

17  structure, setting strategy for review by the

18  Water Planning Council.

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  The way your

20  flowchart looked it appeared as though the state

21  agencies didn't have a direct role in, like, the

22  actual work, and that we at the top would just say

23  yes or no.

24                 And you know, my opinion is -- from

25  the health department is that, you know, while we
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� 1  haven't had a lot of staff involved, it's been

 2  myself essentially.  We've brought Linda on board

 3  and I'm more than willing to bring on more

 4  technical people, because I think it's the

 5  responsibility of the agencies to work on

 6  implementation.  It's the responsibility of the

 7  agencies to think about legislative changes, and

 8  that leadership has to be provided by the four

 9  agencies.

10                 So I didn't quite see that in your

11  flowchart, frankly.  And so the responsibilities

12  of then giving responsibilities to the advisory

13  committee, enhanced by more public health

14  advocates by the way, would be that -- I'm not

15  letting that go.

16                 So you know, I think it's important

17  that the leadership comes from a group of people,

18  maybe not us here, but maybe there's a group of

19  people, a team of people that represent the state

20  agencies that could then help and work and provide

21  more resources to the advisory committee, because

22  I think that's one thing that, I know as far as

23  the health department has gone we haven't had

24  anybody attending the advisory committee meetings,

25  but we fully intend to work that out as we move
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� 1  forward and provide more assistance.

 2                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So what I saw in

 3  the plan was a collaborative model that we used

 4  for the science and tech committee and the policy

 5  subcommittee as we developed the plan.  And I

 6  think it's really important to have staff in the

 7  room working with the other stakeholders.

 8                 Fundamentally, Lori, I agree.

 9  Implementation is done at the agency level and

10  it's the department's responsibility as guided by

11  the Water Planning Council.  But I think the model

12  that Len has put out and that the Water Planning

13  council advisory group has discussed is a really

14  good way to have a place to discuss some of those

15  policies, to discuss those next steps, which then

16  ultimately gets done by the agencies and it's

17  their responsibility to do.

18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But I think that

19  this is more post.  This is more once the plan is

20  approved.

21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes, absolutely.

22  Right.  This is implementation.  This isn't

23  outreach.

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So this isn't the

25  outreach.  Okay.  Got it.
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� 1                 LEN DeJONG:  That's the intention,

 2  Jack.

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Pardon me?

 4                 LEN DeJONG:  That was the

 5  intention, it would be implementation.

 6                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  But I still

 7  have a question about it, because it seems like

 8  the Water Planning Council is here, and the way

 9  your flowchart works it's, we're working through

10  the advisory group which then has a workgroup on

11  the state water plan.

12                 So there's, like, levels between

13  the Water Planning Council and any implementation.

14  So the Water Planning Council advisory group has a

15  series of workgroups, one of which is the state

16  water plan which has their members on there

17  working along with consultants.  And then at the

18  bottom are the agencies.  And so us as members,

19  we're very far detached from the actual

20  implementation part.

21                 And then also, you know, the

22  executive director, consultants, staffing, I

23  represent OPM.  That's not happening anytime soon.

24  So I think if we have to remove that, how does

25  this change what your proposal is?
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� 1                 LEN DeJONG:  I apologize if the

 2  flowchart suggests less of a responsibility and

 3  less of a direct connection between the agencies?

 4                 I think if you look back at the

 5  way -- and Garrett, you weren't here for the other

 6  states workgroup -- the way that was handled.

 7  That's when the, for the early days of the state

 8  water plan, a subgroup of the advisory group, it

 9  was called the other states workgroup.  And they

10  examined very thoroughly and very thoughtfully how

11  other states conducted their state water planning.

12                 That information was then brought

13  to the advisory group and shared with the Water

14  Planning Council, and the Water Planning Council

15  made decisions relevant to that information.  This

16  is similar.  This is not trying to layer, putting

17  one individual voice's less than the

18  next individual voice's.

19                 It's basically saying that we all

20  work in this workgroup structure, that the

21  agencies would have their contribution to the

22  workgroup, that those who, in the past on the

23  Steering Committee would have their contributions

24  that work -- interested advisory group members

25  would.
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� 1                 But that information would be taken

 2  in its content to the Water Planning Council and

 3  presented to the Water Planning Council.  Again,

 4  it's the way the workgroups have worked in the

 5  past.  So it's not -- the fact that the four state

 6  agencies are at the bottom of the flowchart, I'm

 7  sorry for it.  That's not to put it at less of a

 8  responsibility.  In fact, I think in subsequent

 9  correspondence with you all I've underscored the

10  importance of the state agencies and I've tried to

11  do that today.

12                 I think when you're thinking about

13  this you need to think about the alternative, and

14  there's probably more than one alternate.  But the

15  alternative is to go back to the draft state water

16  planning and CDM, our collective interest in the

17  state water plan alternative, creating an

18  implementation advisory group.

19                 And if that's your -- the way to

20  proceed, terrific.  But I think we need -- we're

21  going to have some similar issues in regards to

22  that, weather it's a separate entity or as a part

23  of the advisory group.

24                 So when you're thinking about the

25  pros and cons of this, if not this then what I
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� 1  think needs to be -- and I know you know this, but

 2  I think it needs to be considered.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I think that,

 4  you know, it's on page 5-73, you know, Kirk's

 5  flowchart.  I think that's where we should start,

 6  because we all agreed to that.

 7                 And there wasn't a concept of

 8  having expert panels kind of identified people

 9  that are kind of outside of us to bring in, you

10  know.  And there was a nice explanation.  Even

11  broke it down even further to explain it.  I think

12  that's where we should start.

13                 Because, you know, to Garrett's

14  point on the flowchart it appears as though the

15  agencies are -- their role is diminished and

16  agencies have to be in leadership.  If laws have

17  to change the agencies have to be the start of

18  that discussion, not the end.  I think that's

19  where we take those implementation points that are

20  in this plan.

21                 We start the conversation.  We give

22  the mission to the groups to work on more detail.

23  I think that's the role that I would like to see

24  the agencies involved in, and more staff from my

25  department definitely to help and to, you know,
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� 1  provide some assistance to any workgroup that gets

 2  developed.

 3                 LEN DeJONG:  So the concept paper,

 4  the idea was in no way to diminish the role of the

 5  agencies.  That's the last time I'll say it.  What

 6  it is, it's providing a potential structure to

 7  moving forward for implementation.

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I have a suggestion.

 9  I think that we have the Larry Bingaman e-mail

10  that we're going to get to Margaret and John.  And

11  I would suggest that the Water Planning Council

12  advisory group take a look at this white paper and

13  that e-mail from Larry and come up with something

14  for the Planning Council after your next meeting.

15                 Frankly -- and then we have to wait

16  to get a response.  Three items.  There's three

17  items actually.

18                 MARGARET MINOR:  I think it would

19  be helpful that either in the minutes of this

20  meeting or some other way, because the e-mail came

21  to you about the concept paper asking for a

22  response.  As I said, maybe the minutes would be

23  adequate, but that we have some kind of response

24  that we can look at when we're talking about the

25  concept paper.
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� 1                 I agree it ties in with Larry's

 2  recommendations and other things, but if you have

 3  something you can just -- if you have something,

 4  as I say, even a part of the minutes that you can

 5  draw our attention to, that might be helpful.

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Now that we're

 7  getting those transcripts, we'll do that.

 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  But I think my point

 9  is to take seriously what we worked on in the

10  state water plan.  I think, to add to Jack's

11  point, I think that should be added to what Len

12  has proposed and what Larry has said, and that

13  flowchart that's in that plan and those pages, and

14  then think through how we could work on

15  implementation together.

16                 MARGARET MINOR:  I just want to be

17  sure that all your ideas that you want us to think

18  about actually get through, you know, that's it's

19  not like telephone, like we're repeating.  To have

20  it in one place, that would be good for us.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Rob does a great job

22  transcribing.  He'll get it all down.

23                 MARGARET MINOR:  He's got it.

24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So my suggestion

25  would be to take the chart out of the state water
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� 1  plan and indicate where the concepts that you're

 2  putting on the table integrate into that chart.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, I would agree

 4  with that.

 5                 How does all that come together?  I

 6  think there is a coming together of those concepts

 7  around what -- and Garret had mentioned the fact

 8  that there needs to be operational rules.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And that all ties

10  into Larry.  Okay?  So, Len, do you have any?

11                 LEN DeJONG:  Thank you very much.

12  Thanks for your time.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  No, we appreciate

14  you doing this.  I think it's a great start, and

15  it kind of ties into everything we're trying to

16  accomplish in terms of the future of the Water

17  Planning Council advisory group.  So I thank you

18  for that.

19                 Okay.  On old business we had a

20  discussion of remaining funds, and we have

21  Mr. Jennings.

22                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I am here.

23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So where are we at

24  with remaining funds?

25                 MIKE JENNINGS:  So I've mentioned


                            81
� 1  at the July 5th meeting that NEIWPCC's financial

 2  records come out quarterly.

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

 4                 MIKE JENNINGS:  And since that

 5  meeting, the report for the period ending

 6  June 30th has come out.  That report showed that

 7  there was $53,000 remaining, but within that

 8  there's a contractual obligation to CDM Smith of

 9  $27,000.  That's the final invoice that we've been

10  holding off on.

11                 So one of the things I wanted to --

12  I don't know.  I don't think you need to vote on

13  it by any means, but I just wanted to update you

14  that we are planning to submit that final invoice

15  for processing because in NEIWPCC's opinion, CDM

16  Smith met all of their deliverables and objectives

17  under their contract.

18                 So that would be processed this

19  week again, unless someone --

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that you

21  shared that with the -- I know that you shared

22  that with us, and I think we're all in agreement

23  that they did, and that we have no problems with

24  those funds being released.

25                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Okay.
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 2  26,000.  That's a lot of money for copies of the

 3  report.

 4                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Well, it's tied up

 5  in personnel.  Okay?  So the line items that we

 6  have in our contract, or in our MOA with OPM is,

 7  you know, we have personnel, fringe benefits,

 8  travel supplies.  And we have the contractual, and

 9  then we've got some miscellaneous stuff like copy

10  expense and printing expense.

11                 So with the money as it currently

12  is laid out, that is available for me to provide,

13  or others from NEIWPCC, I guess, to provide

14  service to the Water Planning Council in however

15  you should choose.

16                 If you decided that instead of

17  doing that you would like to do, you know, $15,000

18  towards something else that's a procured process

19  like, who knows?  Maybe you want a videographer or

20  something like that.  I'm not sure that we need to

21  amend the MOA, and then that would zero out

22  essentially my ability to help you folks over the

23  next five months, four months now -- three months.

24                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  So Mike, this

25  is Garrett.  My understanding in talking with our
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 2  enough where we would not have to amend that.

 3                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Okay.  That's great

 4  to know.  And again, it comes down to what you

 5  guys want, because we -- the way this is set up,

 6  as the NEIWPCC charges a 20 percent indirect rate,

 7  this was all part of our contract that went into

 8  place.  So 20 percent of that remaining is going

 9  to be unavailable.

10                 If you want to have personnel work

11  on it, then fringe benefits and personal money,

12  you're going to be taking off -- taking out.  If

13  you want it to go to some sort of procured

14  services, we can work to do that, however we still

15  need to leave some personal money in there to

16  manage that process.

17                 So that was kind of an open way of

18  getting to the question that I have for the four

19  of you is, what exactly would you like us to do

20  because we're essentially standing by and ready to

21  roll?

22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Neeley?

23                 NICK NEELEY:  Actually there's a

24  conference call tomorrow, a weekly conference

25  call, the outreach group.  And actually I was
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 2  that group and to sort of let us talk about how

 3  the outreach and education group would use -- if

 4  the services, how we would use that and maybe come

 5  back with a recommendation to the Water Planning

 6  Council.  Linda, you --

 7                 LINDA FERRARO:  Yeah, I agree.  Our

 8  call is actually on Thursday.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's great.  Is

10  that what you were thinking?

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah -- well, one

12  other because --

13                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I'm sorry to

14  interrupt, but I wasn't able to hear any of what

15  Nick said.  Could someone paraphrase?

16                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes.  It's Nick here.

17                 What I suggested was the education

18  outreach workgroup, which is made up of state

19  agencies, has a regular conference call on

20  Thursdays.  And I think one of the things we were

21  going to talk about was how to best use the

22  resources that are available still from NEIWPCC

23  within -- in launching and implementing that

24  outreach plan.

25                 Is that better?
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 2  Fantastic.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  So another thought,

 4  Mike, that I've had because there is no money to

 5  say -- we already received three sets of comments

 6  on the plan.

 7                 To make adjustments to the plan

 8  before our end date and delivery of a final plan,

 9  maybe some of that, those funds could be used to

10  pass along to CDM to make final adjustments to the

11  plan based upon final comment.  That's one other

12  idea that I've had, and I'm not sure if the MOU

13  could cover that.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, I'm sure.

15                 LORI MATHIEU:  It does?

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, sure.

17                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah.  Okay.  So

18  possibly that's another idea.

19                 And I understand the, you know, the

20  20 percent issue, but that wouldn't leave us a lot

21  of money.  But at least it's something.

22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's a good point.

23                 Betsey, did you have something?

24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I agree with

25  Lori.
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 2  What I'm going to need, though, is the priority

 3  because I'm going to stop joining in on all the

 4  calls if all that money has to go to CDM at the

 5  end of the year, because my time to participate

 6  comes off that pot, which is fine.  It's up to you

 7  guys to ultimately decide what you'd like to do

 8  with it.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Elaine,

11  having been through many rounds of the draft state

12  water plan and a four-month public comment period

13  and then a subsequent rewrite, can you give us a

14  ballpark of how many hours?

15                 We're not going to hold you to

16  that.  I mean, is that a 50,000-dollar task?  A

17  hundred-thousand dollar task?

18                 ELAINE SISTARE:  I mean, it is an

19  effort, you know, just even once the plan is

20  finalized.  You know, I've seen the December, May

21  and June version.  The last week of getting the

22  document together is, you know, is usually someone

23  like me plus one administrative person, you know,

24  just cranking out, getting the document pulled

25  together.
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 2  hours of -- and that's not, you know, some of that

 3  backup time to actually respond to the comments,

 4  think about the comments, and come up with a

 5  response from those.

 6                 So you know, I guess the math there

 7  is, you know, if you round up to a hundred hours,

 8  you know, professional rate, you're in the, you

 9  know, 15,000-dollar range probably.

10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So it's a

11  possibility.

12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I would

13  recommend that we preserve it for that.  We might

14  have to add to it depending on what happens.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, and I have

16  some ideas.  I have some ideas how we can get the

17  funds to do it.

18                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.

19                 NICK NEELEY:  If you're going to

20  use the funds for those purposes, so that money

21  that the outreach group should take off the

22  table -- that won't be available?  Okay.

23                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I would say

24  so.

25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes, and as much
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 2  to hold off during the public comment period, and

 3  we'll have a discussion in November.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

 5                 MIKE JENNINGS:  That's fine.  The

 6  only thing I would add is that we've had a lot of

 7  experience here at NEIWPCC with, you know, the way

 8  things are written so that they're easily

 9  digestible by the public, versus the technical

10  jargon, social media, that sort of stuff.  But

11  again, I'm at your will and pleasure if you want

12  me to sort of just park and hold.  We can do that.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I think the

14  consensus for now, Mike, is to preserve it.

15                 Okay.  So speaking of funds, did

16  the Army Corps of Engineers -- that's kind of

17  still -- I'm getting conflicting reports on that.

18  Elaine, do you know?

19                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Oh, the Army

20  Corps.  It is -- there is, I guess, the experience

21  we've had and we're going to still -- you know, I

22  don't have a hundred percent this is the answer.

23                 (Phone disconnecting noise.)

24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Was that Mike?

25                 MIKE JENNINGS:  No, it wasn't.
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 2  Very good.

 3                 ELAINE SISTARE:  The New England

 4  region that would, you know, that we would

 5  ultimately have to do any sort of Connecticut

 6  funded work through has, you know, from initial

 7  conversations and whether it was just, you know,

 8  the wrong questions asked, they had some concerns

 9  about funding for implementation.

10                 But Sue Morea specifically has a

11  very successful ongoing process with the Army

12  Corps that funds for the State of Missouri in her

13  implementation plans.  So we're getting, you know,

14  and even Joe Laliberte and I spoke this morning

15  about getting that conversation, you know, getting

16  the Army Corps representatives and the New England

17  region on the same phone with the Army Corps and

18  Missouri region basically so that they're

19  understanding how -- what capabilities and what

20  support.

21                 Because really the Missouri plan is

22  PAS, planning assistant.  And that's, you know,

23  completely across the board, you know, good use of

24  Army Corps funding in that region and we think it

25  should be suitable here.
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 2  course, though again, short-term/long-term --

 3  minor, very small chance that they might have some

 4  leftover funding.  So we certainly will ask that

 5  question, but the likelihood is that this is

 6  something 2018, or beyond.

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  Federal fiscal year

 9  '18.

10                 ELAINE SISTARE:  We were talking

11  more calendar year '18.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  So your plan is to

14  reach out to them?

15                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Yes, and we would

16  report back.

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.

18                 I think we need an executive

19  session.  Our friends from New Britain, we've

20  received a letter from the mayor.

21                 THE REPORTER:  Your name, please?

22                 RAMON ESPONDA:  Ramon Esponda.  I'm

23  the Acting Deputy Director of Public Works for the

24  City of New Britain.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Aren't you glad you
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 2                 RAMON ESPONDA:  Yes, I am.  Thanks.

 3  I have a lot of old friends here, and I've seen

 4  you without a fork in your hand.

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's right.  We

 6  usually meet at restaurants, yes.

 7                 RAMON ESPONDA:  The plan is going

 8  on.  We've had updates to the plan.  We are

 9  working to finish the plan on time.  It's

10  progressing well.

11                 We did include some of the

12  environmental work this time.  It seems to be

13  pretty well completed.  We have no final report on

14  it yet, but they did do a lot of the ecological

15  work that was needed to be done, vegetational

16  mapping, forest ecology, wildlife surveys,

17  amphibian and reptile surveys, and they looked at

18  the vernal pools.

19                 We also had -- the mayor had a

20  discussion with me and our consultant regarding

21  the comments that were raised at CEQ.  And we have

22  decided that we will not look at the draft prior

23  to anyone else.  We will give it to everyone, all

24  at the same time.  We are not trying to edit or

25  change the results in any way.  We want to be very


                            92
� 1  open about this process.  So that's where we're

 2  at.

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  No, I'm glad you're

 4  here to share that with us today, and that's

 5  really why we wanted to put you on the agenda, to

 6  let you know that that's the intent in New

 7  Britain, that we will be, and CEQ will be the

 8  first to see the draft plan.  So we appreciate

 9  that.

10                 Any questions?

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  What is your

12  schedule again for seeing that?

13                 RAMON ESPONDA:  After consulting

14  with the consultants, after talking to them, the

15  target date was the end of September.  Probably

16  that's flexible.  It may be, early October, late

17  October, but we're looking for the early

18  September.

19                 There were some issues regarding

20  the length of study.  I think you brought it up

21  last time about the four seasons.  So we want to

22  make sure that we have enough data.

23                 The issue really revolved around

24  the fact that we changed the scope of the program.

25  We were only going to look at a couple of seasons
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 2  looking at it to see if the data that was

 3  originally used can be used for one of those

 4  seasons.

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much.

 6  We appreciate you being here.

 7                 Any public comment?  Yes?

 8                 THE REPORTER:  Can I have your

 9  name?

10                 JUDY ALLEN:  Judy Allen, Save Our

11  Water Connecticut.

12                 Back to the copies for the library.

13  That is so, so important because there are people

14  like me who aren't real technical and wouldn't

15  read the whole thing, but do want to read aspects

16  of it.  And to have it available in a library

17  would be fabulous.  I know there are people that

18  are interested in sections.  They don't want to

19  read it in full.

20                 So that's my comment.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think those two

22  copies right there might be going to the library.

23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The state

24  library.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  The state
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 2                 JUDY ALLEN:  Oh, and so a poster

 3  for all the local libraries telling people that

 4  they can go to the state library to read the full

 5  plan.

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

 7                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  That's the type

 8  of resource that would be nice to have on the

 9  website.  And then an individual library could

10  print out the poster themselves, rather than a

11  responsibility to provide it folks.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Good.  Would

13  your group take that under consideration for

14  recommendation?

15                 LINDA FERRARO:  Yes.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, and

17  that's a good suggestion.  Thank you so much for

18  being here.

19                 Yes, sir.

20                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  Lou Burch, the

21  record, Program Director at Citizens Campaign for

22  the Environment.

23                 I just wanted to raise one quick

24  concern.  It was actually something that was

25  brought to our attention by Margaret, is that in
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 2  actually reports that of the 553 comments that

 3  were received, 89 percent said that they wanted

 4  the state water plan to emphasize public interest

 5  over private concerns.  About 38 percent wanted

 6  the plan to consider environmental impacts.

 7  That's something on the order of 211.

 8                 So CCE did a statewide public

 9  education campaign on this issue over the course

10  of several months where we did generate several

11  thousand written letters to the four members of

12  the Water Planning Council, and as well as several

13  thousand petition signatures which were all

14  verified.

15                 Some of them were actually

16  discarded because of, you know, let's say if there

17  was a letter that came in that was not on message

18  and had nothing to do with the issue that we had

19  talked to people about, those would be discarded.

20  But all of those letters were counted and sorted

21  at our Hamden office before they were submitted.

22                 And the spreadsheet that I'm

23  looking at has 2,175 letters being generated to

24  the State Water Planning Council, the four members

25  of the State Water Planning Council alone.  And
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 2                 And so there's a little bit of a

 3  concern there in terms of where did the 1500 other

 4  letters and the 4,000 other signatures end up, if

 5  not on the docket?  That's the first concern.

 6                 I would say that most of the folks,

 7  most if not all of the folks that we talked to who

 8  wrote a letter were provided with some talking

 9  points that -- and we anticipate that the vast

10  majority of those letters probably contained those

11  three talking points, including priority of

12  environmental protection, environmental concerns,

13  and the prioritizing of public drinking water

14  supplies.  So that's a little bit of a concern.

15                 We don't have copies of every

16  letter that we generated, but we do have copies of

17  the signatures.  And so we can resubmit those for

18  the docket, if that's an opportunity that we still

19  have.  But that's one thing I wanted to raise with

20  the whole Planning Council.

21                 LORI MATHIEU:  So you said, each

22  agency should have received how many letters

23  individually?

24                 LEW BIRCH:  So the total that I

25  have here, 616 letters to Jack, 587 letters to
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 2  Sullivan.  This was before Betsey came on, and

 3  another 581 to Lori.

 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, that's about --

 5  I thought you said like 2,000 to each agency.  We

 6  got just under 600 letters.  Yeah, that's about

 7  right.

 8                 LEW BIRCH:  Right.  So that sounds

 9  about right.

10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But Mr. Neeley, ours

11  were posted.  Were they not?

12                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, anything that

13  came in was posted.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Any letter that came

15  to me was posted on the docket.

16                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Yeah, so are

17  you saying that each letter was only sent to one

18  member?  Or why are you saying 2,000 individual

19  letters?  2,000 individual citizens of

20  Connecticut?

21                 LEW BIRCH:  So 2,000 letters in

22  total between the 4, and it was significantly more

23  than that because there was also letters that

24  folks had wrote to their WUCC members and those

25  kind of things.  But we're talking about just to
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 2  The total was about 2,175.

 3                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  How many

 4  individual people are you talking about?

 5                 LEW BIRCH:  Say it again?

 6                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  How many individual

 7  people are you talking about?  500, 600 individual

 8  people sending 4 separate letters?

 9                 LEW BIRCH:  It's probably something

10  to that effect, but I don't have the exact

11  breakdown.

12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I think part

13  of the issue here is, Lou, if I understand

14  correctly, many of these letters came in very

15  early on and were received by the individual

16  members of the Water Planning Council.

17                 Mike Jennings can talk about his

18  analysis and which letters on the docket he

19  specifically looked at, because I believe that

20  those are related to specific comments on the

21  deliverables that were put forward on the water

22  plan, but I'm not sure of that.

23                 Mike, is that true?

24                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Not entirely, no.

25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.
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 2  guess what actually ended up on the docket it was

 3  probably just the letters that came to PURA.  I

 4  can't say that for sure.  Many of them are titled,

 5  John Betkoski.

 6                 And I don't know if the letters

 7  that went to DEEP and public health and OPM made

 8  it over to get posted to the docket, but what we

 9  here at NEIWPCC did was pull down everything that

10  was posted in the docket.  And that's why only one

11  portion of the letters I think seem to be

12  included.

13                 And they all were very early in the

14  process, immediately as things were ramping up all

15  of the comments related to refinement of working

16  documents and things like that were compiled by

17  CDM Smith at the public input sessions and

18  workgroups that they held.

19                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Thank

20  you.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Margaret?

22                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes, that explains

23  part of it.  So we had started doing an analysis

24  of the 550 letters that NEIWPCC did count and are

25  included in appendix G -- is it?  The final
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 2  about their count.

 3                 We were trying to figure out what

 4  they did count.  And if it was only letters that

 5  came to PURA that would make sense.  But as Lou

 6  said, the only time environment was mentioned in

 7  the NEIWPCC thing was 38 percent of the

 8  respondents were interested in knowing about the

 9  impacts to the environment.

10                 And we knew, for instance, that of

11  the 550 quite a number came via CFE.  And the

12  sentence that we were looking at was, prioritizes

13  the needs of public drinking water supplies and a

14  healthy environment over private interests.  So

15  just counting that sentence, you know, that kind

16  of talking point we looked at the -- we looked at

17  80 percent of the 553 letters.

18                 And I told Tony who was counting,

19  NEIWPCC had found 200, and some favored the

20  environment out of the 38 percent.  When we did

21  80 percent -- and we've had 306 favoring the

22  environment, you know, wanting environment to be

23  prioritized along with healthy drinking water.

24                 I can think of -- the count,

25  therefore to my mind I think was poorly done.  I'm
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 2  quite sure that that's sort of evidence that --

 3  people really meant environment and public water

 4  supply can be joint priorities, was that some

 5  people didn't want that.

 6                 So among the 80 percent of the

 7  letters we looked at, some people rewrote that and

 8  took out environment.  And they just wanted to

 9  focus on drinking water.

10                 We also looked at -- because we

11  were trying to figure it out, NEIWPCC counted --

12  we didn't originally count all the letters, and

13  which in some other part of the letter the writer

14  said they wanted some positive action on the

15  environment.  And on a quick scan it looks like

16  another 10 percent of the public that didn't use

17  the talking point, but said they wanted to

18  prioritize the environment.

19                 So I really feel that appendix G

20  can not be presented.  It should either be dropped

21  or reevaluated and it seriously underestimates the

22  kind of priority that people outside here and

23  inside here have been trying to give to the

24  environment.

25                 And Lou was, I think, away for a
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 2  questions.  And he said, what about my 2,000

 3  letters?

 4                 I said, I have no idea.  Raise the

 5  2,000 letter issue.  We focused on the 553 that

 6  NEIWPCC said they counted.  We found it not -- our

 7  count did not come up even near that result.

 8                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Margaret, did your

 9  count -- were you pulling them off the docket from

10  the state website?

11                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes.

12                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Yeah, that's what

13  we did, too.  And I have PDFs of everything.  So

14  if you guys like, I can provide a PDF of every

15  letter.

16                 MARGARET MINOR:  We have them,

17  Mike.

18                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I'm offering them

19  to anyone that might want them.

20                 And if you do look at them you will

21  see that not everybody sent the form letter as a

22  form letter.  And that's why the numbers are off,

23  and some people picked their priorities over

24  others.  Some people just handwrote, you know, do

25  a good job, and sent that in with Jack's name on
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 2                 So we can provide to anybody that

 3  would like them a copy of all the PDFs of all the

 4  letters that we looked at.  And everyone will

 5  know -- and/or you guys can just scrap appendix G.

 6  Just let CDM Smith know how you want to do it in

 7  November.

 8                 MARGARET MINOR:  Okay.  We do have

 9  the PDFs and we did look at 80 percent -- which

10  was 400 and something, I forget -- individually.

11  In fact, I think we undercounted on the first go

12  through.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Garrett?

14                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I would just

15  want to raise I wasn't here when Dave was on this

16  Council before.

17                 I would just raise a concern.  If

18  you allow multiple comments from a single

19  individual, that worries me a bit.  It can skew

20  the numbers to say 2,000 letters, whereas in

21  reality it's 5 or 6 hundred individuals.  That

22  just worries me a bit when you're looking at data.

23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think what's

24  really important is to get your comments on the

25  record.
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 2  as Lou suggested, is that we have an opportunity

 3  now to have our people resubmit their comments?

 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  My suggestion

 5  about appendix G, Margaret, is that you use the

 6  new form that we've got on the website, which

 7  hopefully you can even upload something to which

 8  will work perfectly.  Because it needs to go into

 9  the record for comment on the existing final draft

10  plan.

11                 MARGARET MINOR:  So is the survey?

12  Is that the survey monkey?

13                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.

14                 MARGARET MINOR:  So you want every

15  comment to come in on the Survey Monkey?

16                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  No, you're

17  commenting on the draft report now.

18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  You're

19  commenting on appendix G, and you're concerned

20  about the validity of appendix G?

21                 MARGARET MINOR:  Oh, this?  Yes.  I

22  don't want to wait for a Survey Monkey and go

23  through to the end.

24                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  No, but that's

25  how you make official comments on this report.  So
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 2  to be officially part of the record.

 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  That will be fine.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes?

 5                 KAREN BURNASKA:  Karen Burnaska on

 6  the Water Planning Council advisory group, CFE.

 7  On your outreach and education group, I'm assuming

 8  you have a whole list of people and organizations

 9  and interest groups that you want to contact.  The

10  one I've never heard mentioned today is business,

11  and they're big water users.

12                 You have everything from the feed

13  into the libraries -- I believe that when the

14  transportation plan is done they could have a link

15  at each of the public libraries that goes through

16  the State.  They can put something on so that

17  people who come to the library, if they do not

18  have access to a computer themselves, and we're

19  looking at, you know, although it's very few --

20  but if you want to get out to the people you

21  really have to -- although the COGs are great and

22  I thought your plan, what you started is good,

23  there's a lot of other people who have no idea

24  what's going on.  And you really should get their

25  opinion.
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 2  assuming you're going to put the information out

 3  in Spanish and English?

 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  We're looking into

 5  that, in Spanish.

 6                 KAREN BURNASKA:  But -- and like I

 7  said, there are a list of agencies, from civic

 8  organizations to chambers of commerce, seniors,

 9  AARP.  Go to all of them, and make an effort.

10                 Whether they respond -- but the

11  offer should be made, I believe, if you really

12  want to get at a good cross-section of the

13  businesses and the environmental people, and the

14  cross-section of the population.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

16                 Nick?

17                 NICK NEELEY:  Just to address that,

18  I think one of the intents is to try to identify

19  built-in groups where you know you're going to

20  have several hundred people.  Rather than try to

21  build the crowd, go to crowds that exist.

22                 Go to the AARP conventions.  Go to

23  the Connecticut Farm Bureau groups.  Go to the

24  CBIA.  Go to the Manufacturer's Alliance of

25  Connecticut.  Go to the superintendent's
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 2  Alliance when you know they're going to have a

 3  meeting where you're going to have the bodies

 4  there.

 5                 KAREN BURNASKA:  And also get these

 6  organizations to put the link on your website.

 7  Many of these -- AARP has what?  400,000 e-mails

 8  that go on all of that.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.

10                 KAREN BURNASKA:  Get them to put it

11  on there.  If you get a few, it's not a whole lot

12  of effort to put them on there.  The same for the

13  business community that meets -- I think that's

14  quarterly.

15                 NICK NEELEY:  Those are great

16  ideas.

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Karen.

18                 KAREN BURNASKA:  It's worth the

19  effort to do.

20                 JUDY ALLEN:  So if I have a group

21  of 200 people, who do I contact to come?

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Linda.  Linda will

23  put you on the list.  Could I just -- I forgot

24  what I was going to say.

25                 Go ahead.
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 2                 ALICIA CHARAMUT:  Alicia Charamut

 3  from the Connecticut River Conservancy.

 4                 I would be very cautious about

 5  branding this an agency state water plan, because

 6  there are many stakeholder groups that have put in

 7  the time to contribute to this, and there was a

 8  good reason for that.  It was because we all

 9  represent different stakeholder groups.  We

10  represent different parts of the public.

11                 So by just saying this is an agency

12  plan, you're now taking all of those stakeholder

13  groups out of the equation and pretty much doing a

14  disservice to everybody who sat here for hours a

15  month, some of them without any financial

16  resources to be here.

17                 So you know, the whole point was to

18  make this something that was represented by all.

19  So be careful how you message that.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Alicia.

21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Could I address --

22  Lou, I was just thinking about the 2,000 letters.

23  And to Garrett's point, I received over 500

24  letters.  I've read most of them.  I think when

25  people take the time to handwrite -- most of these
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 2  little fish on there and, you know, put a little

 3  stream.  I have them.  I'm not sure if we

 4  forwarded them onto PURA to put on the docket.

 5                 We'll check that, but I don't want

 6  to miss anybody that had commented, that had

 7  written a comment.  And so I don't know how we

 8  deal with that, because if it's, you know, 600

 9  people, 600 of the same people I don't want to

10  miss anybody's, you know, letters.

11                 Because a lot of people did take

12  the time to express their concerns.  And some of

13  them -- I would say it's only maybe 10 percent,

14  Lou, but some of them went on to write much more

15  than just that form letter.

16                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  That's what I was

17  going to say, is that we always ask people to

18  really think outside the box and personalize these

19  things.  You know, that's the first thing we ask

20  them to do.  But give them a few talking points to

21  make things easier.

22                 But I also would be concerned that

23  because we do get folks, especially when you have

24  people who are taking the time to write a

25  handwritten letter who will say, I only have time
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 2                 Then the other, the other thing I

 3  brought up was the 4,000 signatures that -- where

 4  people basically signed onto more or less the same

 5  talking points, more or less the same statement.

 6  You know, those should be counted as well.  And I

 7  do have copies of those if that would be helpful

 8  for the record.

 9                 I can connect with you at a later

10  time.

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I'm struggling

12  as to how do we make sure we capture --

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Excuse me.

14  Mr. Neeley will take care of it.

15                 NICK NEELEY:  Why don't I talk to

16  Lou and Margaret after the meeting?  I'll take a

17  look at what's in the Lotus Notes.  Whatever is

18  not in there will get in there.  I guarantee it.

19                 I'll check, and I'll talk to you

20  after the meeting.  All right?  Is that okay?

21                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  We appreciate

22  that.

23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think it's

24  important that those letters help frame the

25  conversation to this point in time.  I think we're
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 2                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  Understood.

 3  Agreed.

 4                 MARGARET MINOR:  But they are --

 5  this appendix is the problem.  It's not clear what

 6  it represents.  And certainly when you see only

 7  38 percent interested in environment, you know,

 8  environmental impacts, I mean, you look at that.

 9  I think almost anybody would say, well, that's got

10  to be wrong.  So I would hate to see it go forward

11  like that.  But we'll talk, Nick and I will.

12                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Just one last --

13  this is Mike Jennings from NEIWPCC.  One last bit.

14                 That memo in appendix G lays it out

15  clearly that we downloaded all of the state water

16  plan Docket 14-08-09 comments that were posted

17  online.  So if there's any posted online that we

18  missed at the time -- I don't think that there

19  were.

20                 And, you know, downloaded all the

21  comments, submitted the document, changed the

22  development of the statewide water plan.  Saved

23  them as unique PDFs and created a comprehensive,

24  searchable spreadsheet of the comments received.

25  And that spreadsheet does link the name of the
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 2  that they were interested in and with the PDFs of

 3  the comments.  That is transparent forward and

 4  backwards in terms of where our number came from.

 5                 So again, we could only work with

 6  what was available at the time that was online in

 7  the docket, and that's exactly what we did.

 8                 NICK NEELEY:  Mike, it's Nick

 9  again.  Can you send me that PDF, please, e-mail

10  it to me?

11                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  And we're

12  obviously not suggesting that anybody, you know,

13  is in any way disingenuous during this process, or

14  are we wanting to waste any more time with this

15  issue.  Simply we just want to make sure that we

16  have a record of everything and that everyone is

17  working, you know, reading it all at the same

18  page.

19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Understood.

20                 MARGARET MINOR:  We did suspect

21  that the distortion may have come from the fine

22  words that were chosen.  That was a surmise as to

23  how you could come up with that 38 percent number.

24                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Did someone ask for

25  a copy of the PDFs?  I thought I heard it, but I
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 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Nick Neeley did.

 3                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Okay.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

 5                 Any other public comment?  Yes,

 6  sir.

 7                 PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Good afternoon

 8  members of the Water Planning Council.  Paul

 9  Zagorsky from New Britain.

10                 I just have some comments about the

11  recent filing of Lenard Engineering, which I saw

12  the first time.  This is their July 28th filing.

13  Because what they say is -- one of the

14  requirements that CEQ has, that they were supposed

15  to include all of the data.

16                 And as to that they said, include

17  applicable data used in generating conclusions

18  within the study.  Note that summaries of data

19  collected by LEI and our subconsultants will be

20  provided in an appendix along with our conclusions

21  and opinions.

22                 The minutes from the October 19,

23  2016, CEQ meeting, which were forwarded to you by

24  a letter dated October 20th, which is part of the

25  docket in this matter, Jim Ericson from Lenard was
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 2  what he was not going to.  I'm reading verbatim.

 3  All data used in the report will be included, not

 4  just the conclusions of the study.

 5                 I also note that in the April 4th

 6  WPC meeting Mr. LeVasseur asked Lenard when they

 7  come in with their environmental consultants to

 8  produce the data.  So summary conclusions are,

 9  one, not what they agreed to.

10                 And I think in this case -- because

11  the last meeting we had here in July before the

12  Water Planning Council, LEI brought their

13  environmental consultants.  And you may recall

14  that essentially they indicate it's not a

15  four-season study.  They talked about starting the

16  study.  They weren't sure when they started the

17  biological studies.  It was either late February

18  or March 1st, and they indicated they would be

19  done in August.

20                 Now that's not -- and they say that

21  comports with the study requirements.  The study

22  requires the study look at the environmental

23  impacts of such change of use on local hydrology,

24  forest ecology, natural land resources and

25  formations, and wetland systems.  Now clearly, a
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 2                 They also mentioned there that

 3  while we're doing our breeding birds study, if we

 4  see any migratory birds we'll note that.  Well,

 5  the migratory birds are studied in the fall.

 6  They're clearly up there.  That's a given.  So

 7  that comment to me is useless.

 8                 I think the need -- and I'm a

 9  taxpayer for the City of New Britain.  We're

10  paying $355,000 for this.  I think the amount is

11  actually higher based upon some e-mails that I've

12  seen -- that they need to produce the data.  I

13  need to know when they went out there and what

14  they did.

15                 I don't want to see a summary say,

16  this is the breeding birds, because I think that

17  the summary is going to show, or the data is going

18  to show that there's twelve months in the year

19  based on five months analyzing the environment.

20  That's insufficient.

21                 That's not what the study mandates.

22  That's not what they're required to do.  And more

23  importantly, that's not what they represented to

24  everybody that they were going to do.  When they

25  submitted their report, their revised draft
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 2  Quality, which voted on this, they talked about

 3  surveys will be conducted in September and October

 4  with respect to amphibian and reptiles.  Well,

 5  they're not looking at September and October.  By

 6  their own admission, last time they're looking at

 7  March to August.

 8                 So if you don't have the data then

 9  I don't think that the study has any validity

10  whatsoever.  And I think that should be made

11  crystal clear.  This is the first time, and I may

12  have missed it, but -- that I've seen that, that

13  they now talked about just giving conclusions, and

14  conclusions without any basis.

15                 I mean, if this was a court of law

16  that's inadmissible.  And I don't think anything

17  should be admissible unless they produce all the

18  data on this.

19                 Thank you very much.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, sir.

21                 Any other public comment?  Any

22  other public comment?

23                 (No response.)

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, I thank the

25  Council members for their participation.  I thank
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 2                 And our next meeting will be on

 3  September 3rd -- September 5th, I'm sorry, at

 4  1:30.  I wish you all a happy, healthy and safe

 5  rest of the summer.

 6                 And with that, a motion to adjourn?

 7                 LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.

 8                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Second.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?

10                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We are adjourned.

12                 Thank you.

13

14                 (Whereupon, the above proceedings

15  were concluded at 3:34 p.m.)

16
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Welcome to those on
 2  the phone and welcome to those present here today,
 3  and welcome to the Council.
 4                 The first order of business is the
 5  July 5th transcript, and Betsey Wingfield has
 6  raised, I feel a very good discussion on this.  We
 7  actually don't see these transcripts.  Rob does a
 8  great job putting them together and then they are
 9  e-mailed to the coordinator, but I don't think we
10  have seen them.
11                 Where's Gail Lucchina?
12                 Gail, do we see the transcripts?
13  What happens to transcripts?
14                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Well, this has been
15  a problem.  Is Eric here?
16                 They are aware of it and there is a
17  problem, and if they can't be posted we can -- if
18  anyone requests, Tyra has been able to send them.
19  If we just -- or if someone gives us the date, she
20  can e-mail them a link to the transcript.
21                 But for whatever reason, IT is
22  aware of it and hasn't been able to remedy the
23  problem.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Well, from
25  now on, Rob, you can send a transcript to the
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 1  members of the Water Planning Council, please, and
 2  to Gail and Tyra.  And then we'll figure out how
 3  we're going to get it posted.  And if people want
 4  access to it we can send one of ours.
 5                 And then we can, at a future
 6  meeting, our next meeting we can, you know, accept
 7  them as submitted or whatever we decide how to
 8  legally handle it.  But I think there's some
 9  validity to Betsey's suggestion that we can't vote
10  on something we haven't reviewed.
11                 Does that sound okay to everybody?
12  Rob?
13                 THE REPORTER:  Yes, it does.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And here comes
15  Susanna who is going to get us some -- I hope.
16                 Next we have the update on the
17  water plan in terms of discussion of recent events
18  and outreach.  We've had a press release.  We've
19  had requests for comments.  We actually have had
20  several comments come in to us.
21                 We've sent out a copy of the report
22  to the chair and ranking members of the
23  Environment Committee, Energy Committee and Public
24  Health Committee.  I have been on NPR and I was on
25  WPLR.  I actually taped those shows.
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 1                 Gail, did we get the dates when I'm
 2  going to be on?
 3                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Pardon me?
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Did we get the dates
 5  when I'm going to be on the radio?
 6                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Well, for PLR we're
 7  going to be on either this coming Sunday or the
 8  following.
 9                 And he is not sure yet, but he will
10  get back to both of us when he knows for certain.
11                 And NPR, there is no date as of
12  yet.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
14                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Nothing scheduled
15  as of yet.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  If nobody is
17  doing anything else at Sunday morning at 6:30 and
18  you know you want to wake up to my voice, just you
19  know, feel free to go on WPLR.  You'd be
20  surprised.  One time I thought -- I was a
21  legislator at the time.  I thought nobody was
22  listening.  He was listening, and he called me.
23  Trust me.
24                 MARGARET MINOR:  Some of us are
25  just getting up at that time, Jack.


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 7


 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Especially after
 2  Saturday night, Margaret, I'm sure.
 3                 But things are moving along very
 4  nicely.  And I'm going to, in terms of
 5  getting out -- we didn't get as much press as I
 6  had hoped for, to be honest with you.
 7                 When we had put out the original
 8  press release last fall when we were going around
 9  doing some of our hearings and informational
10  sessions around the state we got a lot more, and
11  maybe because it coincided with the drought
12  situation at that point.
13                 But I think Chris did a great job
14  in terms of putting the press release together,
15  and I thank all those that worked on it.  But I
16  was hoping that we'd get more.
17                 But Lori and her staff have been
18  working very hard with people from other agencies
19  in putting together an outreach plan and been
20  doing weekly phonecalls, and have come up with
21  calendars and some great ideas moving forward.  So
22  I'm going to turn it over to Lori to kind of give
23  us an update.  She sent out an outline of what
24  we've been up to.
25                 And Lori?
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  So thank you, Jack,
 2  for the introduction.  We as a group of state
 3  agencies, if you recall last month, we decided to
 4  take on outreach between the four agencies and
 5  develop a plan.  And I said that we would develop
 6  that plan, draft it and prepare it before and
 7  ahead of schedule for this meeting and share it
 8  with Garrett, Betsy and Jack.  And done that --
 9  did that just yesterday.
10                 And the plan itself is a dynamic
11  plan.  It's going to be, you know, kind of moving
12  along and we can add to it as we go, and revise
13  things as we go.
14                 So what I'd like to do is ask that
15  Linda Ferraro -- Linda?  Corinne Fitting.  Eric is
16  not here from OPM?  No.  And Gail.  Where's Gail?
17                 Gail, come on up.
18                 And I'd like to have them sit up
19  front please because they were -- to give them all
20  the credit.  Between Linda, Gail, Eric and Corinne
21  they worked very hard on putting this plan
22  together.  And I've asked Linda to go through some
23  of the details, not all of the details, but for
24  five minutes, put together -- come on up, Gail.
25                 So between Gail, Linda, Eric and
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 1  Corinne they worked really hard in putting
 2  together the plan.  We have held four conference
 3  calls over the last month.  We have put together
 4  what I think is a very good plan and I want to
 5  just outline that just briefly and then have Linda
 6  go into some of the details of it.
 7                 Because you know, fundamentally the
 8  concept here is that the state agencies take the
 9  lead on the outreach and the education of the plan
10  to a variety of groups that we think that we need
11  to reach out to.
12                 We can expand this plan as we move
13  forward, but again I think it's really very
14  important to remember the plan is a draft.  The
15  plan is not final.  We are looking for comments.
16  We want comments from all aspects.  We want to
17  cast a broad net, as Jack had said, to get out to
18  a lot of groups.
19                 The core group, as we talked about
20  last time, would be the council of governments.
21  We believe direct discussions with the council of
22  governments, all nine of them is very important
23  for the Water Planning Council members themselves
24  to present our core messages and our core
25  presentation.
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 1                 So as Jack had mentioned, the press
 2  release has gone out.  One of the things I think
 3  that you had mentioned about the press release and
 4  the effectiveness of last time was -- again was a
 5  drought.  I think there were a lot of people
 6  concerned at that time in October about the
 7  drought, but also we had an event that the
 8  reporters could go to directly.
 9                 Within a few days we had the event
10  in Norwich at the council of government meeting --
11  council of government offices in the southeast.
12  And they went there and they were there the whole
13  time.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  They had TVs.  We
15  had TVs, yeah.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  They had TV cameras,
17  and I think Channel 30 stayed there the entire
18  time.  So we might want to think about issuing
19  another press release right in front of an event
20  that we might schedule so that they could come and
21  do their taping, and actually we could get some
22  more.
23                 So we might want to think about
24  that again.  Maybe another very quick press
25  release so to publicize this further, because
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 1  definitely we didn't get the, you know, the push
 2  that we got last time.
 3                 So I'm going to turn this over to
 4  Linda, and then ask Gail and Corinne to also
 5  participate and supply your comments.  But also
 6  just to give a brief outline of what the plan is
 7  and what the strategy is all about.
 8                 Go ahead, Linda.
 9                 LINDA FERRARO:  Okay.  Good
10  afternoon, council members, everybody.  My name is
11  Linda Ferraro from DPH.  And I just wanted to, as
12  Lori said, just kind of highlight a few of the
13  areas that we have included in the plan.
14                 The group, we worked on kind of an
15  outline of what we needed to do.  And so really
16  this plan is just a documentation of some of the
17  key areas that we want to work on.
18                 So as Lori mentioned, we did have
19  the press release that did go out.  All of the
20  agencies that worked on this worked together to
21  put together the press release and it has been
22  posted.  It was posted to all of the agency
23  websites.
24                 So one of the key things that we
25  did work on as a group was really to identify how
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 1  we could collect the written comments, because I
 2  know that was an issue with folks having some
 3  problems with submitting comments to the previous
 4  iterations of the plan.  And so our team worked
 5  together to figure out what would be a
 6  user-friendly way of collecting comments.
 7                 So we developed -- actually
 8  Corinne, and Melissa and Naomi at DEEP worked on a
 9  Survey Monkey form, which is an online form for
10  folks to actually put their comments forward.
11  They can upload a PDF or Word document into this
12  form so that it will be centralized in one area
13  and all of the comments will then be reviewed.
14                 The nice thing about this Survey
15  Monkey format is that it can actually transfer all
16  of the comments into an Excel spreadsheet so that
17  we can track them, categorize them, and we will be
18  posting them.  I believe we've decided every
19  Monday we'll be looking at the comments, and then
20  posting the comments will be -- and that will be
21  on the Water Planning Council website, which is
22  going to be our central location to store all of
23  the documents for the plan.
24                 The comments, we're guiding all of
25  our communications to that website so that people
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 1  will have one place to go to, to find out about
 2  the plan and also submit written comments.
 3                 A few of the other things.  We are
 4  working on a presentation that's going to be -- a
 5  presentation which will be for all of the speakers
 6  to be able to work off of.  It will have the core
 7  messaging that we're talking about, the components
 8  of the plan.
 9                 If anyone was available at the
10  presentation CDM Smith provided at the LOB, we're
11  using that kind of as a foundation and we're
12  working on that and creating, you know, a document
13  that's going to be user friendly for folks, you
14  know, to be able to interpret.
15                 And I thank Corinne again and
16  Melissa over at DEEP.  We've been working on that.
17  And hopefully that will have, not only a
18  presentation, but some type of a script so that
19  folks will be able to work off of to have a
20  uniform message that I think is going to be
21  important for us moving forward so that folks who
22  are going to be hearing the same message, you
23  know, regarding the plan.
24                 We are also working on some core
25  message to really engender, you know, why is this
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 1  important?  Why is the plan important?  What's in
 2  it for me?  Why should I be involved?  So that's
 3  something that we're working with our
 4  communication teams at the agencies to put
 5  together.
 6                 So that will be something we'll be
 7  putting forward and hopefully working on those
 8  messages to work on social media messaging as
 9  well.  That's something that we really want to
10  capitalize on, and using some of the resources we
11  have within the agencies to use our social media
12  platforms, Twitter, Facebook and other means to be
13  able to get the messages out.
14                 We've been working on something,
15  some things that we can possibly post on a weekly
16  basis so that we can make sure that people are
17  going to continue to be engaged during this
18  written comment period.  So those are some of the
19  things we're working on as well.
20                 We're talking about developing a
21  webinar, which hopefully will be able to engage
22  all the members of the Water Planning Council, to
23  have a taped webinar that will also be posted to
24  the Water Planning Council website.  And that will
25  be something people will be able to participate
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 1  in, attend at their leisure.  So that's also
 2  something that's within the plan that we're
 3  working on.
 4                 Forums.  Per the statute we
 5  actually have a requirement for only one public
 6  hearing, but our intent is actually to have
 7  multiple venues that we can present the plan
 8  primarily.  As Lori said, we will be working on
 9  reaching out to the COGs.  And Gail and I have
10  been working on scheduling some of those meetings.
11                 We do have some dates already put
12  together, but we will be reaching out to some
13  workgroups that we can engage and get the message
14  out to, as has been previously mentioned, so we
15  can cast a broad net to get some interest in the
16  water plan.
17                 Talking about some YouTube videos
18  that we can work on with our communication folks
19  as well, and really trying to figure out target
20  audiences.  You know, who do we want to become
21  involved with this?  Who do we, outside of some of
22  our traditional players, who do we want to engage,
23  you know, in this outreach effort?
24                 So those are some of the things
25  we're working on.  And I open it up to Corinne and
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 1  Gail, if there's anything that you want to speak
 2  to?
 3                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  You pretty much
 4  covered it, other than as Linda pointed out, we
 5  did discuss a lot about the best way to collect
 6  the comments.  And we all agreed the other
 7  agencies had experience with Survey Monkey and had
 8  no problems -- really liked the way that worked.
 9  And we really know that Lotus Notes has been
10  somewhat difficult.
11                 So Nick mentioned that the docket
12  that we had originally set up a few weeks ago to
13  be the repository for the comments, that's going
14  to be closed and this system should work a lot
15  better.
16                 And oh, just going back to your
17  question about your interviews earlier, Jack.
18  When I spoke to the person from PLR, he did
19  mention that within two weeks of the broadcast it
20  will then be made a podcast so that it will be
21  available to anyone after that.
22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
23                 LORI MATHIEU:  And that's
24  something.  That podcast, we can put a link.  We
25  put it right up on the webpage so it's accessible.
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 1                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Right.
 2                 LINDA FERRARO:  They covered it,
 3  but our hashtag for twitter is going to be hashtag
 4  CT water plan.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Can we make that
 6  state water plan?
 7                 CORINNE FITTING:  We'll check and
 8  see if it's available.
 9                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Shorter, better.
10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, it could be
11  misunderstood as Connecticut Water Company,
12  Connecticut Water Plan.  When I saw that, that's
13  what I thought.  You know, so we have to make sure
14  we're representing it, that it's the State.
15                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Do you guys
16  tweet, Maureen and David?
17                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  Not me.
18  Limited.
19                 LORI MATHIEU:  But to all of your
20  points -- and again, thank you to the four of you,
21  and Eric who's not here.  But there was a
22  tremendous amount of work and effort on everyone's
23  behalf, as well as our communications people who
24  had been wonderful to work with.  And they're very
25  brilliant at outreach and communications.  So
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 1  we're very happy to be moving forward with all of
 2  this.
 3                 I do want to tell you about a few
 4  experiences that I've had so far.  I was invited
 5  with Dave.  Thank you, Dave Kozminski.  We went to
 6  the Lower Connecticut River Council of Government
 7  meeting.  Right?  And we had a few minutes -- and
 8  I just had five minutes to talk in front of the
 9  chief elected officials of that area, which is a
10  really unique area.
11                 If you think about that area it
12  goes from --
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I was going to say,
14  was it that, or the five minutes for you?
15                 LORI MATHIEU:  What's that?
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Was it that or the
17  five minutes they gave you?
18                 LORI MATHIEU:  I was good,
19  actually.  Right?  Because I had to leave.  I was
20  late for something else.  Yeah, so I did five
21  minutes, if you can believe it -- but they wanted
22  me back for another 35 minutes.  So I'm happy to
23  go back.
24                 But that's a unique area.  It goes
25  from Cromwell all the way down to the shoreline
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 1  and surrounds the Connecticut River.  And so if
 2  you know that area at all, we have -- we
 3  collectively.  When I say, we, the four agencies
 4  are directly involved with some major water
 5  projects in that area, water to Durham in the
 6  Superfund site, water to the Tylerville area in
 7  Haddam.
 8                 So there's a lot going on in that
 9  particular area, and many of the chief elected
10  officials are very interested in the message in
11  the state water plan.  So I thought that was very
12  engaging.  So it really told me a lot that the
13  council of governments in those meetings with the
14  elected officials would be very, very important
15  for us to attend.
16                 And also I was able to -- my
17  agency, the Department of Public Health holds a
18  webinar on a monthly basis with all the local
19  health directors.  And I was able to present for
20  about 10 or 15 minutes, not too long, at the tail
21  end of their webinar.  And that's recorded, and
22  the slides that we used were the slides that
23  Corinne and Gail and Linda had put -- and Eric had
24  put together.
25                 So I think the core messages of the
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 1  presentation that we have is a good one and that
 2  we have a really captive audience right now.  I
 3  think a lot of people want to know about what the
 4  plan does and says, and they want to learn more
 5  about it, and they do want to comment.  We already
 6  have received three sets of comments, which is
 7  good.
 8                 And so we see the form works.  All
 9  right?  So it works really well.  I think it's a
10  great idea to post every week and get into a
11  system.  So our clock is ticking.  We have 120
12  days until November 17th.  That's the end of the
13  comment period.
14                 LINDA FERRARO:  20th.  Actually
15  November 20th.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  20th, sorry.  The
17  20th.  So right before Thanksgiving our clock is
18  ticking.  So we have a lot of work to do.  And
19  Linda had shared with me -- she hasn't shared with
20  everybody, but the schedule, you're going to keep
21  track of all the presentations and everything that
22  we do.
23                 Anyone of us, if we go speak
24  anywhere for five minutes we should definitely let
25  Linda know, and we'd keep track of every forum and
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 1  every public outreach that we have.
 2                 And also I want to add to this, I
 3  think -- and Nick, you could help us with this,
 4  that I think we need to hold something
 5  specifically for key legislative people and
 6  schedule it soon.  I think it's on this, I
 7  believe, but we need to bring that out to the
 8  forefront because if we don't reach our
 9  legislators and tell them what the plan says and
10  does, then we're, you know, that wouldn't be a
11  good thing.
12                 So all the key groups, all the
13  people that were directly involved with drafting
14  the legislation like John Hampton and Mary
15  Mushinsky and Jonathan Steinberg -- and I'm sure
16  I'm forgetting a few others that were key.
17                 NICK NEELEY:  Actually, this
18  morning I sent an e-mail with the links to the
19  chairs and ranking members of Energy, Health and
20  Environment, and to Mushinsky and Hampton saying,
21  here's the links.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, great.
23                 NICK NEELEY:  Here's where you find
24  the information.  And I'll get back to you like
25  that and talk to you about this some more and try
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 1  to get some time presumably after September -- or
 2  after summer is over to that.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But you're right.  I
 4  mean, that's a key component of our -- the past.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  And also,
 6  would that include planning and development?
 7  Because I think that one of the chairs or cochairs
 8  from planning and development came to the LOB.  I
 9  forget his name.
10                 NICK NEELEY:  A member or a chair?
11                 LORI MATHIEU:  A state rep.
12                 NICK NEELEY:  A member of P and D.
13                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Roland Lemar.
14  Roland Lemar is the chair.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, yes.  That's
16  right.
17                 NICK NEELEY:  That's right.  Roland
18  came.
19                 LINDA FERRARO:  He sat next to
20  Dave.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, he did.  Yes.
22  Very nice, yes.
23                 NICK NEELEY:  I'll include an
24  e-mail to the chairs and ranking of P and D.
25                 LORI MATHIEU:  And then I think
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 1  another group we haven't approached yet is the
 2  Governor's office.  And I think it would be nice
 3  to present the draft directly to their staff or
 4  anyone from the Governor's office that would like
 5  to know more about it, because in the end that's
 6  going to be delivered to the Governor.
 7                 So I don't know if we have any
 8  ideas or anything we could add here, but I think
 9  those are key people we need to reach out, and
10  spend a lot of time and answer any and all
11  questions, and ask for their thoughts about
12  outreach as well.  And if they think we should go
13  someplace else and do something else to present
14  this to any other group that they would like, I
15  think that would be ideal.
16                 And I do see that -- and I still
17  have a question about Senator Kennedy had a
18  request.  I think there's something on this plan.
19                 NICK NEELEY:  Yeah, he called me
20  and asked.  He wanted to know when a public
21  hearing was going to be held.  He would like to
22  come and speak.  So I was going to get back to him
23  when there is a schedule.
24                 I mean, one of the things that I
25  mentioned to Commissioner Betkoski this morning is
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 1  maybe do one of these public meetings or hearings
 2  in Wallingford in Mary Mushinsky's district since
 3  she's sort of been with us.  So you know, that
 4  might be a nice idea to have sort of a central
 5  area to just have some thought.
 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  And possibly also
 7  with, you know, Jonathan Steinberg who's the
 8  cochair of public health.  He's been very
 9  supportive.  And every time I see him he asks me,
10  so does the plan solve everything?
11                 So I think it would be great to --
12  and Jonathan Hampton.  I mean, he was -- if people
13  were involved with the legislation, he was really
14  very important to all of this, as well as the
15  Governor himself.  Without his support we wouldn't
16  be here.
17                 So there was one other thing I
18  wanted to mention.  I forgot -- but see what
19  happens when you get too much sun on the Cape.
20  Right?  It's just, your brain fries.
21                 There was something else.  But
22  anyway, Linda, go ahead.
23                 LINDA FERRARO:  Yeah.  I just
24  wanted to mention, too, that you have already
25  presented at the WUCCs, all three of the WUCCs.
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 1  So that was very well received.
 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  You know,
 3  after the first one it went better, because I
 4  found the slides from CDM.  I found they were kind
 5  of tough to explain, you know, the charts, from
 6  the climate change charts.
 7                 I think it's, you know, it's
 8  something where our message has to be more simple
 9  for people to understand the plan and kind of keep
10  it at a level where anybody, you know.  When
11  you're presenting it's hard to describe, you know,
12  these complex concepts.  I think it's difficult.
13                 And anybody who wants to dive into
14  the plan could read all about it, but I think that
15  what's beautiful -- beautifully written is the CDM
16  two-pager, which is wonderful, and the executive
17  summary.  So a lot of people got a lot out of
18  that.
19                 And even the council of governments
20  at the Lower Connecticut River, I handed those out
21  to them and they appreciated that very much.  So I
22  thought those two documents alone really speak to
23  the plan and have been very well received so far.
24  When you show them the size of the plan, they're
25  like, oh, there's no way I'm going to read that.
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 1  So those two documents are perfect ambassadors for
 2  the plan.
 3                 But I will -- oh, now I remember.
 4  I see Elaine here from CDM.  So now I remember.
 5  Given that we have key legislators that were
 6  instrumental in passing this as well as the
 7  Governor, could we have -- and I'm begging you for
 8  four more paper copies?  Because we should hand
 9  copies to Mary Mushinsky, Jonathan Steinberg --
10                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Kennedy?
11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, John Hampton.
12  I think there were three or four of them that were
13  just there all the time supporting the
14  legislation, working on the language, very
15  supportive -- and the Governor.  And we should
16  hand four copies to these people.
17                 So if you have --
18                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Yeah, I have
19  two with me today that are yours, because one --
20  the FedEx missing package showed up at my desk
21  this morning.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, it didn't make
23  it to my house.  Yeah.  Okay.  Just a month later.
24                 ELAINE SISTARE:  So you know, you
25  certainly can have those two and we could probably
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 1  dig up two more.
 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  That would be
 3  great.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  How about the State
 5  Library?  They want two copies.
 6                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I know we have
 7  to give them copies, I think, by statute.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  Do we?
 9                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I think so.
10                 ELAINE SISTARE:  You know, it's
11  certainly -- our contract is complete, of course,
12  but in a limited number we can provide them,
13  especially for that important use.
14                 MIKE JENNINGS:  This is Mike
15  Jennings at NEIWPCC.
16                 Can I offer a possible solution?
17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, please, Mike.
18                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I have got the PDF
19  that CDM provided formatted so that it will print
20  out in black and white on eight and a half by
21  eleven paper that we can make three-hole punched,
22  and we can ring bind them.
23                 If it's just going to sit on a
24  shelf somewhere, do you think that that would be
25  acceptable?
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  Is that acceptable
 2  for the library, maybe?
 3                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Not for the
 4  library.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  No, we need the
 6  color?
 7                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Maybe staff could
 8  keep those and the color copies could go where
 9  they're needed, because all you're really losing
10  is the subtlety of the colors on some of the 11 by
11  17 foldout maps.  But other than that, it's the
12  exact same report.
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right, but the
14  subtlety in color is significant.  Right?  You
15  lose the whole emphasis of some of those beautiful
16  color maps and the shading that's there.
17                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Lori, your staff
18  doesn't pull that map out and refer to it as
19  they're coming up with the outreach plan.  Or you
20  know, Betsy's staff doesn't pull out the map and
21  show it around.
22                 I'm just offering solutions, but we
23  can come up with more physical hardcopies for a
24  much simpler price than having the color ones made
25  up and bound.
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  So we'll work with
 2  Elaine and get what you have.  I would prefer
 3  color copies because of the subtleties.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Why don't we do
 5  this?  Why don't we get an absolute number of
 6  color copies we need and let Elaine know.
 7                 And then Garrett will figure out
 8  how to pay for it.
 9                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Welcome,
10  Garrett.
11                 ELAINE SISTARE:  That's fine.
12  Yeah.
13                 MIKE JENNINGS:  As to the resources
14  to produce them, that's a cost that we did.  And
15  again, we're sitting on some resources for the
16  project which that would fall right in line.  We
17  actually have a line item in our contract for
18  printing.
19                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  One of the
20  things, Mike, that we did think about the use of
21  the funds.  And maybe I'll roll that over to Jack,
22  but one of the things that we have, as state
23  agencies have a capacity to do, is make color
24  copies ourselves.  So we'll talk about that
25  further.
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 1                 You know, there's always DAS
 2  printing services that we could pursue, but that,
 3  you know, comes with a dollar sign.  But we will
 4  think about that.
 5                 But I thank you, to CDM, for
 6  helping us out with whatever you can do.
 7                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Sure.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  I would be
 9  appreciative.  Because I think, you know, the key
10  legislators -- and if there's any other key
11  legislators that, from anybody's minds that you
12  think are important to get a paper copy to, let us
13  know because I don't want to leave anybody out
14  that was important to the legislation.
15                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I think the
16  three you mentioned were the three that were in
17  the room negotiating the language with us -- was
18  it three years ago?
19                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  Yeah,
20  exactly.  Yeah, okay.  Good.
21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So if we can
22  talk a little bit about the outreach plan?  I
23  think it does a great job of reaching out to the
24  government entities that we need to do.  I think
25  we need a broader audience, and I think it had
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 1  been our intent from the beginning to engage the
 2  Water Planning Council advisory group in that
 3  outreach piece.
 4                 One of the things the team is doing
 5  is working on a presentation that will be
 6  complete, will be for all audiences and will also
 7  have a script available.  And this concept of this
 8  freakish bureau, where basically the plan would be
 9  available to increase the number of people that we
10  get to, and ask all of the stakeholders in this
11  room who have been so important for us in getting
12  to this point to help us get the word out.  So we
13  can get as much public comment and as much input
14  into this plan as we can.
15                 I mean, I think there's some pieces
16  here that, as the Water Planning Council we should
17  certainly do, but it is our collective plan and
18  certainly would ask the Water Planning Council
19  advisory group to work with us on that, and for us
20  to provide them the information so that they can
21  do that.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  If we could on the
23  agenda, you know we have a report out.  I mean,
24  one of the things that -- and I don't know when
25  it's best to bring this up, but fundamentally over
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 1  the last year, you know, a number of people have
 2  said, what's the role of the advisory group?  Why
 3  don't they have a role in the development of the
 4  state water plan?  Because they didn't directly.
 5                 We had the steering committee, and
 6  we a policy group, and we had the science and
 7  technology group led by Virginia.  Now there's a
 8  number of people that were involved in those
 9  groups that we have let go.  They're not formally
10  involved any longer.
11                 There is a discussion I think that
12  needs to take place between us about
13  representation on the advisory group, the future
14  of the advisory group.  What's the plan for the
15  advisory group?  We don't have a cochair for the
16  advisory group.
17                 I really, truly believe that the
18  Steering Committee members who were active need to
19  get brought back into this picture.  And so before
20  we give the advisory group any work to do -- and
21  that's why you don't see it here, is that we need
22  to talk about the makeup of that group.  Because
23  fundamentally, you know, the statute says it has
24  to be balanced between consumptive and
25  nonconsumptive.
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 1                 I think as a state plan now, when
 2  you read that executive summary it talks and
 3  speaks to public health and environmental health.
 4  And I think that's where we need to focus our
 5  advisory group members from.
 6                 Fundamentally, I don't believe that
 7  there's many public health people represented on
 8  that advisory group, and I'd like to talk further
 9  about that because I think that that's been a
10  missing piece for a long time.
11                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  We can, but what
12  we're talking about now is the outreach plan.
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  And in the context
14  of the outreach plan that I've been involved in, I
15  don't think it's appropriate at this point to give
16  any work to an advisory group that we have yet to
17  decide, what are they going to do?  What's the
18  mission?
19                 We don't even have another cochair.
20  We've got a concern from one of the potential
21  cochair's boss that was sent to us about a lot of
22  these questions, about what's the mission?  What's
23  the vision?  What's the organization?  In my
24  opinion, I don't think we should give any work to
25  a group that we have yet to really talk about and
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 1  figure out what the future holds.
 2                 And I feel like a broken record.
 3  I've brought this up a number of times.  I think
 4  we owe it to the people that have volunteered for
 5  a long time on the advisory group.  We owe it to
 6  them to have a conversation between the four of us
 7  as to, what's the mission?  What's the vision?
 8  What would we like them to do now that we actually
 9  have a draft plan?
10                 So I think we need to take a step
11  back before we give work to a group that, you
12  know, we have no money.  We have no staff to give
13  them.  And I think it's irresponsible, frankly,
14  for us to give them any work before we figure all
15  that out.
16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So my position
17  on that would be that the members of the Water
18  Planning Council advisory group have been
19  following this process.
20                 Many of them have served on the
21  Steering Committee -- on the policy subcommittee
22  or the technical subcommittee, and are in a
23  perfect place to sort of carry this message
24  forward that we're working on.  It's also what we
25  asked them to do as a council back when the state
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 1  water plan piece was initiated.  And I think it
 2  would be disrespectful not to do that.
 3                 I think we can have that ongoing
 4  discussion, but the public comment period is now.
 5  And the opportunity to get the word out is now,
 6  and we need to muster all the forces that we can
 7  to get that message out, because it is our mutual
 8  plan.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  It is the
10  plan of the four state agencies.  It is a
11  state-funded state agency plan.  We have a group
12  of stakeholders -- again I'll say it.  I don't
13  think public health has been adequately
14  represented, and we need to step back before we
15  give a mission, a formal mission to a group of
16  volunteers -- who have been great.
17                 But I think we need to put more
18  thought into who's on that group and what we ask
19  them to do, and why.  Because again, I don't think
20  it's fair to be giving people work to do when we
21  have -- we don't have our act together.  We
22  haven't come up with a vision or a mission for
23  this group.  I just don't think it's fair.
24                 I mean I think, though,
25  anybody that has been -- somebody like Virginia,
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 1  for instance.  Let's pick on Virginia.  She has
 2  spent a tremendous amount -- when she was with
 3  USGS -- and now she's spent a tremendous amount of
 4  time on her own coming here and spending time,
 5  leading that science and technology group.
 6                 You go out and present.  You could
 7  use that core message.  You could go and present,
 8  but you know, I want to stick to the core message.
 9  Maybe there's a core group of people that we could
10  say, okay.  Here, you go out and say this.  But I
11  want to make the responsible party the four state
12  agencies that are responsible for this plan.
13                 And anybody that we go out and
14  present to, I don't want anybody thinking, well,
15  this might be somebody else's plan.  No, it's the
16  State's plan.  We're responsible for doing this.
17                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It's the media
18  framing the message.  I mean, Virginia is a
19  perfect example of the stalwart of the Water
20  Planning Council advisory group every meeting,
21  from what I can see.  So -- and there are others.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right, but I don't
23  think under the context of the advisory committee.
24  I think under the context of people like Virginia
25  who have been involved.  She's a core member as
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 1  far as I'm concerned, but not on the advisory
 2  committee because we don't have our act together
 3  as far as the advisory committee.
 4                 You know, I just don't agree with
 5  giving the advisory committee a mission as a
 6  committee.
 7                 NICK NEELEY:  But I think, you
 8  know, the legislative -- regardless of whether or
 9  not, I think the legislative intent was to include
10  the Water Planning Council advisory group and
11  their members and their constituencies in the
12  process of getting the message out, building some
13  interest, bringing people to the hearings and the
14  like.
15                 I think -- I don't think -- the
16  Legislature intended that.  I mean, trust me.
17  They wanted to be involved.
18                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I'm not saying
19  not to have them involved, but let's take a step
20  back and let's add people from public health.
21  Because where is the --
22                 NICK NEELEY:  That's two different
23  things.
24                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well you know, we're
25  a big part of this plan in public health, and
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 1  we've spent an awful lot of time as an agency
 2  making sure that the public health message is
 3  there, and that high-quality water should be
 4  preserved for human consumption.
 5                 And so if we don't have advocates
 6  on an advisory group that can speak to consumption
 7  of water -- there's some great doctors and people
 8  in the public health foundation that can speak to
 9  consumption and childhood lead poisoning, and the
10  importance of making sure that water is tested so
11  children aren't, you know, poisoned with lead.
12  Where do we have that aspect on the advisory
13  group?
14                 So to me, I just hesitate because I
15  want to make sure our message is -- and then also
16  on rates.  Where do we have just a person who
17  represents a consumer?
18                 NICK NEELEY:  I think -- if I just
19  interject?  I think later in the meeting, I think
20  the Water Planning Council advisory group has some
21  time.
22                 And you know, for myself I'd like
23  to hear from them in terms of they, you know, what
24  Margaret and the other members of the Water
25  Planning Council advisory group have to say about
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 1  what they can see as their possible role on a
 2  plan.
 3                 Because I'll, you know, say it
 4  again.  I think it's clearly the intent of the
 5  folks that passed this bill, when you're doing the
 6  outreach, to engage the Water Planning Council
 7  advisory group as much as you can.
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  The mission
 9  statement of the Water Planning Council advisory
10  group is charged with addressing the State's
11  water management issues and has established a
12  Water Planning Council advisory group to assist it
13  in executing its legislative responsibilities.  So
14  there you go.
15                 And Dave, you've been very patient
16  back there.
17                 DAVE KOZMINSKI:  I was just going
18  to point out, again when Lori was speaking, you
19  know, one of the takeaways after we presented to
20  the COG after Lori left, that we got feedback from
21  all of the town officials or so forth.  Okay.
22                 And when we talk about the
23  outreach, one of the things that they wanted --
24  and they want a simple fact sheet.  Okay?  -- put
25  together.  They don't want, you know, we've got
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 1  reams and reams of paper that they're never going
 2  to read.  Something they can understand, you know,
 3  and I think that's what we have to focus on, you
 4  know.
 5                 You know, I think our presentation
 6  was short and succinct and so forth, and the fact,
 7  you know, Lori did bring the two-page thing.  That
 8  was great, but from the standpoint of what this
 9  plan has, you know, we put together -- and they
10  said a two-page fact sheet, bullet points, boom,
11  boom, boom, boom, that they can understand.  You
12  know, that the layman could understand.
13                 You know, we've all been involved
14  in this process and have drudged through, you
15  know, reams and reams of testimony and comments
16  and so forth.  But again, they stressed it would
17  be simple.  And you know, from an outreach
18  standpoint when we go out to do these
19  presentations we've got to make sure that our
20  message is consistent across the board.
21                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  So did they not
22  understand the two-page fact sheet that exists?
23                 DAVE KOZMINSKI:  Well, again I
24  mean, we handed out as we were there.  Okay?  You
25  know, and then so forth.  But you know, we went
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 1  through a lot of that, but this, this was helpful.
 2                 But you know, we talked a lot about
 3  sustainability and resiliency.  Okay?  Among the
 4  towns.  And there again, you know, what's a
 5  non-transient, noncommunity system?  You know, so
 6  they wanted, you know, a succinct fact sheet that
 7  is going to say.  Okay.  This, this, this and
 8  this, that the layman can understand.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  I think that's a
10  great point, because you might say, well, there is
11  a two-pager.  Let's just read the two-pager.
12                 You know what?  I think that's too
13  much for people.  I think it's too much for the
14  mayor of Middletown to sit there.  Okay.  Just
15  tell me.  I just need to know the five main points
16  in plain language.
17                 So I think that's, again, it goes
18  back to what Linda was talking about -- and Gail
19  and Corinne -- was developing the core message.
20  Like, what is the core message?  And I think we
21  can use that to develop that one page, maybe a
22  one-pager that when you present to anybody, there
23  it is right in front of you.
24                 Now the reason why I say what I
25  say, and this will be my last thing, is that I
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 1  think it's really fundamentally important for the
 2  state agencies to say the core message because it
 3  comes from the State of Connecticut.  We are state
 4  agencies and we are invested in this plan and
 5  implementing the plan.
 6                 I've heard from a lot of people
 7  there's a lot of criticism out there.  You're
 8  never going to do anything.  Oh, great plan.  It
 9  won't get done.  So that's, you know, the people
10  that need to get the stuff done that's in the plan
11  are led by -- I'm not saying we're going to do
12  everything ourselves, but are led by these four
13  agencies.
14                 So if, you know, we can get other
15  people involved, and I have no problem with that,
16  but the state agencies have to be seen as the
17  leaders of this mission.  And I see it as a
18  mission over the next ten years.  We have to lay
19  that out and implement.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, that's a nice
21  segue.  And Betsey, unless you want to, I'm going
22  to turn it over to the Water Planning Council
23  advisory group.  We're going to talk about their
24  July 18th meeting.
25                 We're going to talk about an
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 1  appointment to represent the investor-owned
 2  companies.  We're going to talk about the
 3  appointment of a cochair, and we're going to end
 4  with Len discussing his white paper.  So --
 5                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think the only
 6  thing I'd say, Jack, is I'm uncomfortable with the
 7  outreach plan until we get this issue resolved.
 8  So -- but, we can move on.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  Does that mean we
10  don't move forward?
11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think it's
12  premature to give the Water Planning Council
13  advisory group any marching orders until we come
14  up with an outreach plan that we agree upon, and
15  then we'll decide how they're going to be
16  utilized.
17                 I think that we have an obligation
18  as a council to do that.  I want to feel
19  comfortable with what the message is going out to
20  the public.  I'm just not going to say, okay.
21  Here it is.  Go.
22                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But there are
23  two issues here.  There's the message, which we
24  are working on and the team is working on hard.
25  And then there's, who do you reach out to and who
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 1  does that outreach?
 2                 And my point is, that's an integral
 3  part of the outreach plan and a piece that I do
 4  not think we finished our discussion about.
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I would hope
 6  that the Water Planning Council advisory group
 7  reaches out to their constituency, Betsy.  I think
 8  that that's -- their primary mission, I think is
 9  to go out and talk to their constituents.
10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I agree and we
11  should endorse them and encourage them to do that.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Let's get the
13  message, and we'll send it out.
14                 And with that, Margaret, straighten
15  us all out for us.  Will you, you lone chair of
16  the committee?
17                 MARGARET MINOR:  Well, I'm waiting
18  eagerly.
19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So are we.
20                 MARGARET MINOR:  I can tell you I
21  was -- well, I meant to get out before now a
22  letter to all the members, but since I didn't and
23  forgot it until last night I can now read it.
24  Everybody's here.
25                 I think Bruce is on vacation, so I
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 1  can send it out individually to members, or I
 2  could do a joint, you know, just say, dear
 3  advisory group member, and send it to the group.
 4                 But what we're saying is I think
 5  what you wanted, and what's coming up here is
 6  that, okay.  I write on behalf of the Water
 7  Planning Council and the WPCAG to inquire as to
 8  your level of interest in continuing as a member
 9  of the WPCAG going forward.
10                 Each member has an important role
11  to play and we value your participation highly.
12  We are going into a year in which water planning
13  is high on the State's agenda.  It is especially
14  important that the WPCGA, whatever we are, be at
15  full strength with active members.  We try to make
16  participation reasonably convenient by providing a
17  call-in option.
18                 Now this is amusing today and maybe
19  I'll take it out.  Parentheses, the telephone
20  works quite well now with the new communications
21  system.  I think we can just "X" that out.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  The phone is working
23  well.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It's the mics.
25                 MARGARET MINOR:  We also offer each
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 1  member the chance to designate an alternate,
 2  provided that the alternate or regular member work
 3  in the same organization.  Alternates of course
 4  should be kept up to speed on the proceedings.
 5                 We hope you will be able to commit
 6  to the continued or new regular participation, but
 7  if this is not realistic please let us know at
 8  this time.  If you wish to suggest a replacement,
 9  that would be welcome -- I think.  We are aiming
10  to participation above 90 percent for each member
11  in the coming year.
12                 Many thanks to your dedication for
13  Connecticut water resources to answer again in
14  time for Bruce, or if he's not here, I'll say me.
15  So that's the message.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's
17  excellent.
18                 MARGARET MINOR:  It's here,
19  available for editing if anybody wants to edit it.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Then it will go out
21  soon.
22                 MARGARET MINOR:  I will send it out
23  I think just to the group this afternoon, to the
24  advisory group.  Dear advisory group member, and
25  follow up with phonecalls.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Excellent.  Thank
 2  you.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  Okay.  Are we
 4  doing more on advisory group now?
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.
 6                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  May I
 7  interject something to address your concern, Lori?
 8  And that is, there is a health representative on
 9  it who has not been very active.  And I would
10  suggest that if we don't get a very strong, yes, I
11  will; or, please, replace me; that perhaps you
12  should reach out to that individual because we do
13  need a health person actively involved.
14                 LORI MATHIEU:  And I will be doing
15  that.
16                 And also, and I'd like to put this
17  on the table for thought is, would you be willing
18  to consider adding more public health advocates?
19                 MARGARET MINOR:  That's, you know,
20  changing the makeup of the group is probably a
21  question that I'm not able to answer off the cuff.
22  And I would certainly want to know what other
23  people think even if I had a definite opinion.
24                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right because, you
25  know, the statute leads us and it says -- it
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 1  doesn't say you're limited to this.  I think you
 2  could add, and I think what the health department
 3  is talking about is adding.
 4                 Because I agree with you.  I mean,
 5  our health, our one health director over the
 6  years I don't think, you know, the names have
 7  changed and they haven't been directly active.
 8  And sometimes health directors, you know, they're
 9  quite busy people.  And they're, you know, 24/7
10  working on behalf of their towns.
11                 So we've been working on getting
12  people who are active in public health advocacy,
13  people that work in cities and city government,
14  that work in oral health, that work in children's
15  health.  And so we have a group of people that
16  we're ready to tee up that are willing to come and
17  talk about public health.
18                 MARGARET MINOR:  I think in
19  general, we don't -- the water policy in general
20  over the years, we don't hear enough and don't
21  have enough involvement from the public health
22  officials that are in the field, and that they're
23  not very sure of what their support is at the town
24  level, or at the state level.
25                 They're kind of floating out there.
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 1  And so I would welcome -- I don't know exactly on
 2  this proposal, but I certainly would welcome more
 3  involvement generally in water policy from those
 4  people.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, go ahead,
 6  Linda.
 7                 LINDA FERRARO:  And I can just
 8  speak as a public health professional for well
 9  over 20 years.  I've worked my career in trying to
10  integrate oral health into other aspects of public
11  health and that's been a challenge.
12                 It's been a huge challenge because
13  oral health is very akin to water.  If you have it
14  you don't think about it.  If you have it, if you
15  have water you don't think about it, but if you
16  don't have it that's when you think about it.
17                 So in my mission, in terms of
18  trying to promote this plan to the public health
19  community, we have multiple opportunities to try
20  to outreach to folks that are involved in
21  different efforts, chronic disease management,
22  diabetes management.  You know, we're trying to
23  get people in a public health arena to try to
24  start drinking water, to trust the water that
25  they're drinking, trust the public water that's
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 1  coming in through their taps.
 2                 A lot of individuals that we have
 3  coming into our state don't necessarily trust the
 4  water because they come from countries where you
 5  can't trust the water.  So they're spending a lot
 6  of money going out and buying bottled water, when
 7  all they have to do is turn on the tap.
 8                 So there's a lot of education that
 9  needs to be done, and I think looking at the plan
10  myself, not having been involved in water for my
11  career, this is a wonderful opportunity for us to
12  hopefully try to capitalize on improving the
13  overall health of our state, the residents of our
14  state and highlighting the different aspects that
15  public health can be involved in.
16                 So I'm going to be on my soapbox
17  here, but you know, I think there's a lot of areas
18  that we can capitalize on and expand the knowledge
19  base, and to expand the people that are
20  potentially involved and engaged in water in our
21  state.  Because it has multi-layers of components
22  that are effective, and so I just speak from that
23  perspective.
24                 LORI MATHIEU:  That's one of the
25  reasons why we brought Linda aboard, because she
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 1  has a lot of advocates, a lot of connections in
 2  the public health arena.
 3                 For instance, I need to speak with
 4  Dan.  We've been approached by the new health
 5  director of the City of Bridgeport.  She wants to
 6  hold a forum on water.  She wants to bring in the
 7  city council.  We want to invite Aquarion.  We
 8  want to talk about why people should be consuming
 9  water in the city of Bridgeport, because the water
10  is good to drink, you know, consumer tapwater.
11                 So it's an exciting time, and
12  that's why I say what I say.  Because I think it,
13  you know, to bring in the public health advocates,
14  now is a good time since we have a draft plan.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Gail?
16                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  I'd just like to
17  say I was at the advisory group meeting, and I
18  know that Virginia mentioned -- and there was
19  support for what she said, that when you sent out
20  this letter there are many people, you know, this
21  type of contact has been done before.
22                 And the person says, oh, yes.
23  Great.  I want to continue, but they still don't
24  show up.  And so you know, she made the point that
25  perhaps we ought to say, unless you can really
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 1  commit to coming to these meetings we're going to
 2  have to seek a replacement.  And that in asking
 3  people if they are going to designate an
 4  alternate, that the alternate has to be from the
 5  same organization.
 6                 MARGARET MINOR:  I have that.
 7                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  And so people
 8  really didn't agree with your statement that we've
 9  heard this before.  That, oh, yes.  I'm really
10  interested in being on the council, but they still
11  don't show up.
12                 The health district person has not
13  been there.  In the last three meetings that I've
14  gone to there wasn't a quorum, and I had to run
15  and get Rich Sobolewski.  And he was going to
16  submit, and then he had a meeting the last time,
17  so you couldn't even --
18                 MARGARET MINOR:  I caught him.
19                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  So you know, you do
20  really have to.
21                 And one last thing, and I apologize
22  because I have to leave early, but I just wanted
23  to throw out there I know that we only have four
24  months as the comment period.  What if someone
25  like Margaret calls a meeting of the Rivers
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 1  Alliance?
 2                 Would it be possible for, instead
 3  of Margaret or an advisory group member giving the
 4  presentation, could one of you go to that meeting?
 5  As long as they're getting their constituents
 6  together whether, you know, it's Save Our Water
 7  or, you know, whichever group, Betsy's group, and
 8  one of you go out and present?
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  Gail, you asked me
10  to present anywhere, anytime.  I will do that.
11  I'm serious about going to any group.  You want to
12  set it up, and I think Virginia and I go out and
13  do some presentations together.
14                 Those are the kind of thing -- the
15  idea with the speakers bureau isn't just the four
16  of us, or the eight of us, you know, including
17  Linda and Gail, and Corinne and Eric.  But I think
18  it's the team of people that we could build, and
19  that's the idea of a speaker's bureau.
20                 But yeah, absolutely.  I'm willing
21  to go speak anywhere about it.  I think it's that
22  important.
23                 MARGARET MINOR:  Just a question to
24  the Water Planning Council.  The Water Planning
25  Council, I thought it was pretty clear in this
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 1  letter, politely, that if you can't be there
 2  please say so.
 3                 But I could add that the Water
 4  Planning Council will reluctantly have to replace
 5  members who are not able to come on a regular
 6  basis.  Would you like me to add that sentence?
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Garrett has a
 8  question for you.
 9                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Well, that
10  plays into my question.  Does the advisory group
11  have any structural procedures in place where if
12  you miss more than three meetings in a row you're
13  removed?
14                 MARGARET MINOR:  No, we do not.
15  And actually, the Water Planning Council has the
16  authority for -- I mean, we recommend people.  You
17  know, we work closely, but the authority is with
18  the Water Planning Council.
19                 So that's why I'm saying, do you
20  want me to make a fairly definite statement?  Do
21  you want me to put a number in?  I mean, that gets
22  tricky.  If somebody gets sick and they miss, you
23  know, it gets tricky to put a number, but I could.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Or you can say
25  something along the lines that the members of the
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 1  Water Planning Council group serve at the pleasure
 2  of the Water Planning Council based upon your
 3  participation, or something.  I'm not yet exact.
 4                 MARGARET MINOR:  So how about the
 5  WPC will be reviewing participation and may have
 6  to replace members who aren't able to make it?
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  As appropriate.
 8  Right?  Something along those line.
 9                 JOHN HUDAK:  I would put a date to
10  respond to.
11                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes.  I will --
12  respond tomorrow.
13                 Okay.  So I'm glad I did this.  I'm
14  sorry the letter is late, but it will be good.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's okay.
16                 Virginia?
17                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  A couple of
18  points.  I think that in terms of having you
19  folks -- which I think it would be great if you
20  could go to these various gatherings.
21                 You know, if my count is correct,
22  there are 19 different interests represented on
23  the Water Planning Council advisory group.  And
24  even if we just started with their constituencies,
25  that's a lot of -- that's a huge commitment, Lori,
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 1  for you to make, or even the four of you to make
 2  in terms of going to many of them.
 3                 And I think I could come up with a
 4  list of a dozen, two dozen additional groups that
 5  could be -- you've already got the list started.
 6  I mean, the Society of Women Environmental
 7  Professionals, EPOC, the Bar Association.  I mean,
 8  I could just keep going.  So I think that having
 9  more numbers available in your speaker's bureau,
10  if you want to call it that, is going to make the
11  burden less on each individual.
12                 The other point is that right now
13  we do have 19 constituencies represented.  It
14  might be good to take a step back and look at if
15  we were creating an advisory group today, what
16  would the ideal composition be?  Who should be
17  represented?
18                 It's probably going to be very
19  similar, but at that point we can get into the
20  discussion, should there be different types of
21  help involved?  And that will be countered by -- I
22  know Margaret, you've said in the past that in
23  various groups the environmental issues are
24  underrepresented.
25                 You look at the example -- because
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 1  we have so many different flavors of water
 2  suppliers, there are a lot of suppliers on there.
 3  There are large investor-owned and small
 4  investor-owned, and regional and municipal.  And
 5  so that starts to weight it heavily in that
 6  direction.
 7                 What is the appropriate
 8  composition?  I think we should look at that and
 9  then decide whether we need to add more of one
10  category and get rid of a category, or whatever it
11  might be.  I also think we should task the people
12  who are on the advisory group to be doing a little
13  bit of reaching out to their group outside of it.
14                 So if you had five different types
15  of health that should have input to this process,
16  if there could be some mechanism by which they
17  could get their concerns to the one or two
18  representatives on the group.
19                 And the one or two representatives
20  on the group would have a responsibility to report
21  back to their larger constituency this is what's
22  ongoing.  If you have any input get it to me by
23  two days before the next meeting.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, exactly.  I
25  can't agree more.
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 1                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes.  Thank you,
 2  Virginia, for that.  If we want to -- a couple
 3  more things from the advisory group.  We don't
 4  have a cochair, but we have a sort of crown
 5  prince.  So we have agreed, I think, on a
 6  replacement for Maureen.
 7                 And John, you can speak to it.  Or
 8  I can.
 9                 JOHN HUDAK:  Sure.  Yes, Maureen
10  has left a vacancy with the large investor-owned
11  utilities.  And we've discussed a replacement, and
12  as recommending Dan Lawrence of Aquarion to be
13  that person.  Then endorsed by CWWA, and the
14  advisory group, and we're all on board.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I would move that.
16  Actually, somebody move that.
17                 LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.
18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Second.
19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Move Dan Lawrence to
20  fill the vacancy of Maureen Westbrook, who has
21  done an outstanding job for the Water Planning --
22  yes.
23                 All those in favor?
24                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations,
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 1  Dan.
 2                 You know, we did have this fancy
 3  resolution.  You were not here last month.
 4                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  See, and I
 5  couldn't get a transcript.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We'll take care of
 7  that.
 8                 MARGARET MINOR:  You have the
 9  resolution from Virginia?  We'll have to get it to
10  you if you haven't seen it.
11                 So I guess the last thing is, at
12  the last meeting we discussed the concept paper.
13                 LEN DeJONG:  A cochair?  Before the
14  concept paper, would you like to discuss the
15  possibility of a new cochair?  It was on the
16  agenda.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Let me talk
18  about the cochair.  I mean, we, John Hudak is --
19  how can I put it?  In consideration for this.  His
20  boss, Larry Bingaman has some concerns about how
21  the water planning advisory group is being
22  organized and operated.  And he was concerned with
23  the time commitment for him.
24                 And after today's meeting I think
25  that we'll have some kind of response to get back
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 1  to him.  I think that's what he's looking for.  Is
 2  it not?
 3                 JOHN HUDAK:  I can speak to this,
 4  if you'd like?  And I'd rather not be a crown
 5  prince.
 6                 MARGARET MINOR:  A dark horse.
 7                 JOHN HUDAK:  No, I did discuss this
 8  opportunity with my bosses at the water authority.
 9  And you know, they acknowledged the time
10  commitment and that it's a good opportunity, but
11  also emphasized the importance of the advisory
12  group playing an important role in the state water
13  plan.  And also being equipped to take on that
14  role, whether it's resources or participating
15  members.
16                 That said, you know, I realize, you
17  know, defining the group's role from the
18  discussion today is going to take time.  I'm
19  willing to, you know, step in and take this on
20  and, you know, see how it goes.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  So do we have
22  the blessings of Larry?  That's the question.
23                 JOHN HUDAK:  I think Larry left me
24  some wiggle room.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well on that, I move
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 1  that John be appointed chair of the Water Planning
 2  Council advisory group.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  Cochair pro tem.
 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I second.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Can we have
 6  discussion?
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Rightly moved and
 8  seconded that John be appointed cochair of the
 9  Water Planning Council advisory group.
10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Can we have
11  discussion?
12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, we always have
13  discussions on motions, yes.
14                 LORI MATHIEU:  So what Virginia
15  laid out, I like.  You heard what I would like, to
16  have a consideration of adding more public health
17  advocates for the advisory group.
18                 I think to Larry's points -- and
19  I'm forgetting them all.  I don't have it in front
20  of me, but forgive me.  It's review the mission of
21  the group, the organization of the group; come up
22  with operational rules, as Garrett had mentioned.
23                 You know, if an active member, you
24  should be considered an active member.  If you
25  missed three meetings, you're nonactive.  And so I
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 1  think there should be some operating rules that
 2  get developed.  You know, I take what Larry wrote
 3  seriously.  He has concerns.
 4                 MARGARET MINOR:  I didn't see what
 5  Larry wrote.  So --
 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I don't know.
 7  Does anyone have a copy of what Larry sent?
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I have a copy here.
 9  I can share it with --
10                 MARGARET MINOR:  I think I get the
11  gist, but we didn't see what Larry wrote.  So
12  we're kind of --
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  So essentially the
14  group needs, you know, clear organization.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  More structure.  I
16  mean, basically the bottom line is more structure.
17                 LORI MATHIEU:  Structure, and to
18  Garrett's point, you know, what's considered?  You
19  know, can you miss five meetings and still be on
20  the group?  I mean, it's not fair to that whole
21  constituency when people aren't represented.
22                 So I would ask that before, you
23  know, I vote yes or no, I would ask the group,
24  would you be willing to take that on and come back
25  next time?  And come back to us with some written
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 1  you know, draft operating rules, organizational
 2  structure, you know, some other ideas about just
 3  the general organization and some of the ideas,
 4  and read what Larry will give you a chance -- hear
 5  what Larry had to say?
 6                 But you know, I'm not in favor of
 7  adding somebody else when there's still -- he had
 8  a lot of serious concerns there.  So I would ask
 9  if the group is willing to consider that and come
10  up with some --
11                 MARGARET MINOR:  Well, Larry used
12  to be a cochair.
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  He did.
14                 MARGARET MINOR:  So I'm assuming
15  he's written down what he thinks will be a good
16  idea.  So if you want to show us what Larry is
17  suggesting then I can present it to the group.  I
18  can send it around and see what people think of
19  it.
20                 MAUREEN WESTBROOK:  And even
21  stronger with the cochair to do it with you.
22                 MARGARET MINOR:  You have the final
23  say, but I'd be happy to show those, the
24  recommendations to the group which sound not all
25  new.
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  No, there's nothing
 2  new there.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  And see how people
 4  react.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  And then I would ask
 6  that if people are reacting positively, that a
 7  group comes together and says, here.  Here's
 8  something we want to organize around and present
 9  back to our planning council in September.
10                 MARGARET MINOR:  So John and I will
11  be sure that the group sees Larry's suggestions
12  and provides some kind of response, if they wish
13  to.
14                 LORI MATHIEU:  That would be good.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I'm going to
16  call the question.
17                 All those in favor of appointing
18  John Hudak as cochair of the Water Planning
19  Council advisory group, signify by saying aye.
20                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Opposed?
22                 (No response.)
23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Congratulations,
24  John.  Let's hear it for John?  Okay.
25                 My God.  It was like, finally a
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 1  pope.  We had more dialogue on this.
 2  Congratulations.
 3                 And again Maureen, thank you very,
 4  very much again on behalf of the Water Planning
 5  Council for everything that you've done for the
 6  Council, for the advisory group, for the water
 7  industry and for me personally over all the years
 8  that we've worked together.
 9                 I know you're not going away.
10  You're still going to be buying companies and
11  coming here before me and that kind of thing, but
12  you've been a gem, and thank you.
13                 Okay.  With that, we're going to --
14                 MARGARET MINOR:  So I don't know
15  where on the agenda -- were you going to take up
16  Len's communication?
17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Len is coming up
18  right now.
19                 LEN DeJONG:  My turn?
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes.
21                 LEN DeJONG:  Thank you.
22                 Hey, Rob.  For the record, I'm Len
23  DeJong from the Pomperaug River Watershed
24  Coalition, and member of the advisory group, and
25  formally the science and technical committee.
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 1                 Before I do address the concept
 2  paper I just want to just briefly reflect to the
 3  conversation I just heard.  And none of it
 4  surprises me.  I think any good organization like
 5  the Water Planning Council advisory group needs to
 6  reflect back on itself and strategically think
 7  about itself going forward, and the time is right
 8  for us to do that.
 9                 I would want to underscore what
10  Betsy has said, though, that the retooling of the
11  advisory group is going to take some time.  And if
12  we're going to link the retooling of the advisory
13  group with our effort to outreach, I don't think
14  it's going to work.  I think we need to move
15  forward collectively.
16                 Yes, it's an agency plan, but it's
17  our plan.  I think we need to move forward
18  collectively and work with members of the advisory
19  group.  Whether it's as Virginia suggested, very
20  specifically I'll reach out to Pomperaug -- which
21  we're doing, Rivers Alliance.
22                 I think there's an opportunity
23  there that will be missed if we don't allow that
24  to happen, quite frankly, regarding so.  I don't
25  know if that's what you're saying, but I do think
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 1  there's an outreach opportunity that the advisory
 2  group can help with.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  And what I'm saying
 4  is exactly what you said, but for public health.
 5  You represent environmental groups.  That's
 6  wonderful.  You have a great voice.  You come to
 7  every meeting.  You're dedicated.
 8                 We don't have that same thing for
 9  public health and that's all I'm advocating for,
10  and that's what I've asked Linda to work on.
11  So --
12                 LEN DeJONG:  Okay.  Well, that's
13  great to hear.
14                 If your issue with the advisory
15  group is specific to public health and using us as
16  an outreach tool, I think that's different than
17  what I heard you say.
18                 Certainly, you're the experts.  You
19  work on public health, but I think there's a lot
20  of talent within the advisory group that can go
21  out and help share the mission in a very short
22  period of time, as we all know.
23                 And while we're doing that we can
24  start working on retooling the concept paper,
25  which I'm going to talk about mentions the fact to
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 1  Garrett's point, that we don't have, if you will,
 2  job descriptions, expectations.  So those are
 3  things that we have to build into a business plan
 4  for the advisory group to work correctly.
 5                 But those are going to take time
 6  and I don't think will be done in a timely manner
 7  in order to retool the advisory group to play --
 8  to be, as I thought I heard you say, Lori, in
 9  terms of before we can get involved with outreach.
10                 LORI MATHIEU:  So one of the things
11  in the core message development and one of the
12  things my experience has been in the four
13  presentations -- five that I've done, is that you
14  have to -- you could follow word for word a
15  script.  Because when you do a presentation, and I
16  do a lot of them, you have to know your audience.
17                 So to the local health directors,
18  the discussion is a bit different.  Like, what are
19  their interests?  So you know, it's a public
20  health interest versus, you know, if you're
21  talking to a group of, you know, fishery people or
22  a group of watershed people, or a group of river
23  advocates, or a group of nurses in a hospital.
24                 So you have your core message, but
25  you also have to customize it to, why am I even
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 1  here sitting, listening to this person?  What is
 2  in it for me?  What should I be reviewing?  How
 3  does this impact my life as a public health
 4  professional?  As an environmental professional?
 5  As a town professional?  You know, everybody?
 6                 You could follow a script word for
 7  word.  You have to be able to speak to your
 8  audience and you have to be effective at that.
 9  And so that's why the core messages are so very
10  important.  So I think we're on the same lines,
11  but I think, you know, I just keep bringing it
12  back to there's a core group of people that we
13  have to make sure that are, you know, all on the
14  same page.
15                 LEN DeJONG:  I'm going to move on
16  to the concept paper.  But just to follow up
17  quickly on that, I agree you have to tailor your
18  message.  But the flip of that is when you have
19  local people, people who are familiar, there's a
20  real value to having a voice that people know and
21  trust and understand.  I think it lends a lot of
22  credibility to explaining what the state water
23  plan is about.
24                 So with that I'll move to the
25  concept paper, and it is just that.  It's a
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 1  concept paper.  It was an idea that was presented
 2  to the Water Planning Council and then
 3  subsequently to the Water Planning Council
 4  advisory group.  I followed up with the Water
 5  Planning Council with a brief and an overview in
 6  terms of the Water Planning Council advisory group
 7  thought of the idea.  They thought it was
 8  conceptually a good one, but the devil is in the
 9  details, I guess, is the way to work through it.
10                 They recognize the overall role
11  that the Water Planning Council plays in ownership
12  of the state water plan, and the significant
13  importance that the agencies play.  My big
14  concern with -- and this was on the heels of the
15  state water plan which talks about an
16  implementation advisory group.  This idea of
17  potentially rolling it into a workgroup within the
18  advisory group surfaced because I thought there
19  may be a more efficient way of handling it through
20  a workgroup.
21                 We've had successful workgroups in
22  the past, and the idea was that in lieu of running
23  a parallel advisory group, that there may be some
24  benefit recognizing the importance that the state
25  agencies play.  To have the state agencies, to
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 1  have Steering Committee members who were very
 2  active in this process, to have anyone else who's
 3  interested become part of this workgroup team.
 4                 So some of the things we've been
 5  talking about I think are pretty consistent.  The
 6  importance of capturing people we might lose
 7  otherwise, the importance of capturing the
 8  expertise of the advisory group, the significant
 9  high-level roles that the state agencies play, and
10  the Water Planning Council's overarching
11  responsibility for the state water plan.  So this
12  is an idea, and if it doesn't do anything more
13  than just spur conversation, I'm happy with that.
14                 So I presented it to the Water
15  Planning Council.  I think my colleagues on the
16  Water Planning Council advisory group would like
17  to hear the Water Planning Council's opinion of
18  the concept paper, and then they'd like the
19  opportunity to discuss it more.  I think the
20  cochairs can speak to that approach.
21                 That's where I'll leave it.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, you're
23  speaking to your flowchart that you had?
24                 LEN DeJONG:  Well, I'm actually
25  speaking to the paper, but the flowchart I think
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 1  is the most significant part of that, which
 2  essentially formats the --
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  What role do you see
 4  that the state agencies have in implementing the
 5  plan?
 6                 LEN DeJONG:  The state agencies
 7  ultimately have the responsibility for
 8  implementing the plan with approval from the Water
 9  Planning Council.  The state agencies, in the
10  concept that I put on paper, play a key role in
11  whether it's an advisory, implementation advisory
12  group as it is called within the state water plan
13  draft, or whether it is a workgroup, as I call
14  that within this concept.
15                 The state agencies play a key role
16  in terms of plan implementation, setting
17  structure, setting strategy for review by the
18  Water Planning Council.
19                 LORI MATHIEU:  The way your
20  flowchart looked it appeared as though the state
21  agencies didn't have a direct role in, like, the
22  actual work, and that we at the top would just say
23  yes or no.
24                 And you know, my opinion is -- from
25  the health department is that, you know, while we
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 1  haven't had a lot of staff involved, it's been
 2  myself essentially.  We've brought Linda on board
 3  and I'm more than willing to bring on more
 4  technical people, because I think it's the
 5  responsibility of the agencies to work on
 6  implementation.  It's the responsibility of the
 7  agencies to think about legislative changes, and
 8  that leadership has to be provided by the four
 9  agencies.
10                 So I didn't quite see that in your
11  flowchart, frankly.  And so the responsibilities
12  of then giving responsibilities to the advisory
13  committee, enhanced by more public health
14  advocates by the way, would be that -- I'm not
15  letting that go.
16                 So you know, I think it's important
17  that the leadership comes from a group of people,
18  maybe not us here, but maybe there's a group of
19  people, a team of people that represent the state
20  agencies that could then help and work and provide
21  more resources to the advisory committee, because
22  I think that's one thing that, I know as far as
23  the health department has gone we haven't had
24  anybody attending the advisory committee meetings,
25  but we fully intend to work that out as we move
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 1  forward and provide more assistance.
 2                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So what I saw in
 3  the plan was a collaborative model that we used
 4  for the science and tech committee and the policy
 5  subcommittee as we developed the plan.  And I
 6  think it's really important to have staff in the
 7  room working with the other stakeholders.
 8                 Fundamentally, Lori, I agree.
 9  Implementation is done at the agency level and
10  it's the department's responsibility as guided by
11  the Water Planning Council.  But I think the model
12  that Len has put out and that the Water Planning
13  council advisory group has discussed is a really
14  good way to have a place to discuss some of those
15  policies, to discuss those next steps, which then
16  ultimately gets done by the agencies and it's
17  their responsibility to do.
18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But I think that
19  this is more post.  This is more once the plan is
20  approved.
21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes, absolutely.
22  Right.  This is implementation.  This isn't
23  outreach.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So this isn't the
25  outreach.  Okay.  Got it.
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 1                 LEN DeJONG:  That's the intention,
 2  Jack.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Pardon me?
 4                 LEN DeJONG:  That was the
 5  intention, it would be implementation.
 6                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  But I still
 7  have a question about it, because it seems like
 8  the Water Planning Council is here, and the way
 9  your flowchart works it's, we're working through
10  the advisory group which then has a workgroup on
11  the state water plan.
12                 So there's, like, levels between
13  the Water Planning Council and any implementation.
14  So the Water Planning Council advisory group has a
15  series of workgroups, one of which is the state
16  water plan which has their members on there
17  working along with consultants.  And then at the
18  bottom are the agencies.  And so us as members,
19  we're very far detached from the actual
20  implementation part.
21                 And then also, you know, the
22  executive director, consultants, staffing, I
23  represent OPM.  That's not happening anytime soon.
24  So I think if we have to remove that, how does
25  this change what your proposal is?
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 1                 LEN DeJONG:  I apologize if the
 2  flowchart suggests less of a responsibility and
 3  less of a direct connection between the agencies?
 4                 I think if you look back at the
 5  way -- and Garrett, you weren't here for the other
 6  states workgroup -- the way that was handled.
 7  That's when the, for the early days of the state
 8  water plan, a subgroup of the advisory group, it
 9  was called the other states workgroup.  And they
10  examined very thoroughly and very thoughtfully how
11  other states conducted their state water planning.
12                 That information was then brought
13  to the advisory group and shared with the Water
14  Planning Council, and the Water Planning Council
15  made decisions relevant to that information.  This
16  is similar.  This is not trying to layer, putting
17  one individual voice's less than the
18  next individual voice's.
19                 It's basically saying that we all
20  work in this workgroup structure, that the
21  agencies would have their contribution to the
22  workgroup, that those who, in the past on the
23  Steering Committee would have their contributions
24  that work -- interested advisory group members
25  would.
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 1                 But that information would be taken
 2  in its content to the Water Planning Council and
 3  presented to the Water Planning Council.  Again,
 4  it's the way the workgroups have worked in the
 5  past.  So it's not -- the fact that the four state
 6  agencies are at the bottom of the flowchart, I'm
 7  sorry for it.  That's not to put it at less of a
 8  responsibility.  In fact, I think in subsequent
 9  correspondence with you all I've underscored the
10  importance of the state agencies and I've tried to
11  do that today.
12                 I think when you're thinking about
13  this you need to think about the alternative, and
14  there's probably more than one alternate.  But the
15  alternative is to go back to the draft state water
16  planning and CDM, our collective interest in the
17  state water plan alternative, creating an
18  implementation advisory group.
19                 And if that's your -- the way to
20  proceed, terrific.  But I think we need -- we're
21  going to have some similar issues in regards to
22  that, weather it's a separate entity or as a part
23  of the advisory group.
24                 So when you're thinking about the
25  pros and cons of this, if not this then what I
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 1  think needs to be -- and I know you know this, but
 2  I think it needs to be considered.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I think that,
 4  you know, it's on page 5-73, you know, Kirk's
 5  flowchart.  I think that's where we should start,
 6  because we all agreed to that.
 7                 And there wasn't a concept of
 8  having expert panels kind of identified people
 9  that are kind of outside of us to bring in, you
10  know.  And there was a nice explanation.  Even
11  broke it down even further to explain it.  I think
12  that's where we should start.
13                 Because, you know, to Garrett's
14  point on the flowchart it appears as though the
15  agencies are -- their role is diminished and
16  agencies have to be in leadership.  If laws have
17  to change the agencies have to be the start of
18  that discussion, not the end.  I think that's
19  where we take those implementation points that are
20  in this plan.
21                 We start the conversation.  We give
22  the mission to the groups to work on more detail.
23  I think that's the role that I would like to see
24  the agencies involved in, and more staff from my
25  department definitely to help and to, you know,
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 1  provide some assistance to any workgroup that gets
 2  developed.
 3                 LEN DeJONG:  So the concept paper,
 4  the idea was in no way to diminish the role of the
 5  agencies.  That's the last time I'll say it.  What
 6  it is, it's providing a potential structure to
 7  moving forward for implementation.
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I have a suggestion.
 9  I think that we have the Larry Bingaman e-mail
10  that we're going to get to Margaret and John.  And
11  I would suggest that the Water Planning Council
12  advisory group take a look at this white paper and
13  that e-mail from Larry and come up with something
14  for the Planning Council after your next meeting.
15                 Frankly -- and then we have to wait
16  to get a response.  Three items.  There's three
17  items actually.
18                 MARGARET MINOR:  I think it would
19  be helpful that either in the minutes of this
20  meeting or some other way, because the e-mail came
21  to you about the concept paper asking for a
22  response.  As I said, maybe the minutes would be
23  adequate, but that we have some kind of response
24  that we can look at when we're talking about the
25  concept paper.
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 1                 I agree it ties in with Larry's
 2  recommendations and other things, but if you have
 3  something you can just -- if you have something,
 4  as I say, even a part of the minutes that you can
 5  draw our attention to, that might be helpful.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Now that we're
 7  getting those transcripts, we'll do that.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  But I think my point
 9  is to take seriously what we worked on in the
10  state water plan.  I think, to add to Jack's
11  point, I think that should be added to what Len
12  has proposed and what Larry has said, and that
13  flowchart that's in that plan and those pages, and
14  then think through how we could work on
15  implementation together.
16                 MARGARET MINOR:  I just want to be
17  sure that all your ideas that you want us to think
18  about actually get through, you know, that's it's
19  not like telephone, like we're repeating.  To have
20  it in one place, that would be good for us.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Rob does a great job
22  transcribing.  He'll get it all down.
23                 MARGARET MINOR:  He's got it.
24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So my suggestion
25  would be to take the chart out of the state water
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 1  plan and indicate where the concepts that you're
 2  putting on the table integrate into that chart.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, I would agree
 4  with that.
 5                 How does all that come together?  I
 6  think there is a coming together of those concepts
 7  around what -- and Garret had mentioned the fact
 8  that there needs to be operational rules.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And that all ties
10  into Larry.  Okay?  So, Len, do you have any?
11                 LEN DeJONG:  Thank you very much.
12  Thanks for your time.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  No, we appreciate
14  you doing this.  I think it's a great start, and
15  it kind of ties into everything we're trying to
16  accomplish in terms of the future of the Water
17  Planning Council advisory group.  So I thank you
18  for that.
19                 Okay.  On old business we had a
20  discussion of remaining funds, and we have
21  Mr. Jennings.
22                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I am here.
23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So where are we at
24  with remaining funds?
25                 MIKE JENNINGS:  So I've mentioned
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 1  at the July 5th meeting that NEIWPCC's financial
 2  records come out quarterly.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
 4                 MIKE JENNINGS:  And since that
 5  meeting, the report for the period ending
 6  June 30th has come out.  That report showed that
 7  there was $53,000 remaining, but within that
 8  there's a contractual obligation to CDM Smith of
 9  $27,000.  That's the final invoice that we've been
10  holding off on.
11                 So one of the things I wanted to --
12  I don't know.  I don't think you need to vote on
13  it by any means, but I just wanted to update you
14  that we are planning to submit that final invoice
15  for processing because in NEIWPCC's opinion, CDM
16  Smith met all of their deliverables and objectives
17  under their contract.
18                 So that would be processed this
19  week again, unless someone --
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that you
21  shared that with the -- I know that you shared
22  that with us, and I think we're all in agreement
23  that they did, and that we have no problems with
24  those funds being released.
25                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Okay.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  So that gets us
 2  26,000.  That's a lot of money for copies of the
 3  report.
 4                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Well, it's tied up
 5  in personnel.  Okay?  So the line items that we
 6  have in our contract, or in our MOA with OPM is,
 7  you know, we have personnel, fringe benefits,
 8  travel supplies.  And we have the contractual, and
 9  then we've got some miscellaneous stuff like copy
10  expense and printing expense.
11                 So with the money as it currently
12  is laid out, that is available for me to provide,
13  or others from NEIWPCC, I guess, to provide
14  service to the Water Planning Council in however
15  you should choose.
16                 If you decided that instead of
17  doing that you would like to do, you know, $15,000
18  towards something else that's a procured process
19  like, who knows?  Maybe you want a videographer or
20  something like that.  I'm not sure that we need to
21  amend the MOA, and then that would zero out
22  essentially my ability to help you folks over the
23  next five months, four months now -- three months.
24                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  So Mike, this
25  is Garrett.  My understanding in talking with our
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 1  administrative staff at OPM is the MOA is broad
 2  enough where we would not have to amend that.
 3                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Okay.  That's great
 4  to know.  And again, it comes down to what you
 5  guys want, because we -- the way this is set up,
 6  as the NEIWPCC charges a 20 percent indirect rate,
 7  this was all part of our contract that went into
 8  place.  So 20 percent of that remaining is going
 9  to be unavailable.
10                 If you want to have personnel work
11  on it, then fringe benefits and personal money,
12  you're going to be taking off -- taking out.  If
13  you want it to go to some sort of procured
14  services, we can work to do that, however we still
15  need to leave some personal money in there to
16  manage that process.
17                 So that was kind of an open way of
18  getting to the question that I have for the four
19  of you is, what exactly would you like us to do
20  because we're essentially standing by and ready to
21  roll?
22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Mr. Neeley?
23                 NICK NEELEY:  Actually there's a
24  conference call tomorrow, a weekly conference
25  call, the outreach group.  And actually I was
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 1  going to bring this topic up for the members of
 2  that group and to sort of let us talk about how
 3  the outreach and education group would use -- if
 4  the services, how we would use that and maybe come
 5  back with a recommendation to the Water Planning
 6  Council.  Linda, you --
 7                 LINDA FERRARO:  Yeah, I agree.  Our
 8  call is actually on Thursday.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's great.  Is
10  that what you were thinking?
11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah -- well, one
12  other because --
13                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I'm sorry to
14  interrupt, but I wasn't able to hear any of what
15  Nick said.  Could someone paraphrase?
16                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes.  It's Nick here.
17                 What I suggested was the education
18  outreach workgroup, which is made up of state
19  agencies, has a regular conference call on
20  Thursdays.  And I think one of the things we were
21  going to talk about was how to best use the
22  resources that are available still from NEIWPCC
23  within -- in launching and implementing that
24  outreach plan.
25                 Is that better?
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 1                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Yes.  Yes.
 2  Fantastic.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  So another thought,
 4  Mike, that I've had because there is no money to
 5  say -- we already received three sets of comments
 6  on the plan.
 7                 To make adjustments to the plan
 8  before our end date and delivery of a final plan,
 9  maybe some of that, those funds could be used to
10  pass along to CDM to make final adjustments to the
11  plan based upon final comment.  That's one other
12  idea that I've had, and I'm not sure if the MOU
13  could cover that.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, I'm sure.
15                 LORI MATHIEU:  It does?
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, sure.
17                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah.  Okay.  So
18  possibly that's another idea.
19                 And I understand the, you know, the
20  20 percent issue, but that wouldn't leave us a lot
21  of money.  But at least it's something.
22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's a good point.
23                 Betsey, did you have something?
24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I agree with
25  Lori.
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 1                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I definitely agree.
 2  What I'm going to need, though, is the priority
 3  because I'm going to stop joining in on all the
 4  calls if all that money has to go to CDM at the
 5  end of the year, because my time to participate
 6  comes off that pot, which is fine.  It's up to you
 7  guys to ultimately decide what you'd like to do
 8  with it.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Elaine,
11  having been through many rounds of the draft state
12  water plan and a four-month public comment period
13  and then a subsequent rewrite, can you give us a
14  ballpark of how many hours?
15                 We're not going to hold you to
16  that.  I mean, is that a 50,000-dollar task?  A
17  hundred-thousand dollar task?
18                 ELAINE SISTARE:  I mean, it is an
19  effort, you know, just even once the plan is
20  finalized.  You know, I've seen the December, May
21  and June version.  The last week of getting the
22  document together is, you know, is usually someone
23  like me plus one administrative person, you know,
24  just cranking out, getting the document pulled
25  together.
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 1                 So right there is, you know, 80
 2  hours of -- and that's not, you know, some of that
 3  backup time to actually respond to the comments,
 4  think about the comments, and come up with a
 5  response from those.
 6                 So you know, I guess the math there
 7  is, you know, if you round up to a hundred hours,
 8  you know, professional rate, you're in the, you
 9  know, 15,000-dollar range probably.
10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So it's a
11  possibility.
12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I would
13  recommend that we preserve it for that.  We might
14  have to add to it depending on what happens.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah, and I have
16  some ideas.  I have some ideas how we can get the
17  funds to do it.
18                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.
19                 NICK NEELEY:  If you're going to
20  use the funds for those purposes, so that money
21  that the outreach group should take off the
22  table -- that won't be available?  Okay.
23                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I would say
24  so.
25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes, and as much
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 1  as we'd like Mike participating, I think he needs
 2  to hold off during the public comment period, and
 3  we'll have a discussion in November.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
 5                 MIKE JENNINGS:  That's fine.  The
 6  only thing I would add is that we've had a lot of
 7  experience here at NEIWPCC with, you know, the way
 8  things are written so that they're easily
 9  digestible by the public, versus the technical
10  jargon, social media, that sort of stuff.  But
11  again, I'm at your will and pleasure if you want
12  me to sort of just park and hold.  We can do that.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  I think the
14  consensus for now, Mike, is to preserve it.
15                 Okay.  So speaking of funds, did
16  the Army Corps of Engineers -- that's kind of
17  still -- I'm getting conflicting reports on that.
18  Elaine, do you know?
19                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Oh, the Army
20  Corps.  It is -- there is, I guess, the experience
21  we've had and we're going to still -- you know, I
22  don't have a hundred percent this is the answer.
23                 (Phone disconnecting noise.)
24                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Was that Mike?
25                 MIKE JENNINGS:  No, it wasn't.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good, Mike.
 2  Very good.
 3                 ELAINE SISTARE:  The New England
 4  region that would, you know, that we would
 5  ultimately have to do any sort of Connecticut
 6  funded work through has, you know, from initial
 7  conversations and whether it was just, you know,
 8  the wrong questions asked, they had some concerns
 9  about funding for implementation.
10                 But Sue Morea specifically has a
11  very successful ongoing process with the Army
12  Corps that funds for the State of Missouri in her
13  implementation plans.  So we're getting, you know,
14  and even Joe Laliberte and I spoke this morning
15  about getting that conversation, you know, getting
16  the Army Corps representatives and the New England
17  region on the same phone with the Army Corps and
18  Missouri region basically so that they're
19  understanding how -- what capabilities and what
20  support.
21                 Because really the Missouri plan is
22  PAS, planning assistant.  And that's, you know,
23  completely across the board, you know, good use of
24  Army Corps funding in that region and we think it
25  should be suitable here.
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 1                 The funding, the time periods of
 2  course, though again, short-term/long-term --
 3  minor, very small chance that they might have some
 4  leftover funding.  So we certainly will ask that
 5  question, but the likelihood is that this is
 6  something 2018, or beyond.
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  Federal fiscal year
 9  '18.
10                 ELAINE SISTARE:  We were talking
11  more calendar year '18.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  So your plan is to
14  reach out to them?
15                 ELAINE SISTARE:  Yes, and we would
16  report back.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you.
18                 I think we need an executive
19  session.  Our friends from New Britain, we've
20  received a letter from the mayor.
21                 THE REPORTER:  Your name, please?
22                 RAMON ESPONDA:  Ramon Esponda.  I'm
23  the Acting Deputy Director of Public Works for the
24  City of New Britain.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Aren't you glad you
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 1  come to these meetings?
 2                 RAMON ESPONDA:  Yes, I am.  Thanks.
 3  I have a lot of old friends here, and I've seen
 4  you without a fork in your hand.
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's right.  We
 6  usually meet at restaurants, yes.
 7                 RAMON ESPONDA:  The plan is going
 8  on.  We've had updates to the plan.  We are
 9  working to finish the plan on time.  It's
10  progressing well.
11                 We did include some of the
12  environmental work this time.  It seems to be
13  pretty well completed.  We have no final report on
14  it yet, but they did do a lot of the ecological
15  work that was needed to be done, vegetational
16  mapping, forest ecology, wildlife surveys,
17  amphibian and reptile surveys, and they looked at
18  the vernal pools.
19                 We also had -- the mayor had a
20  discussion with me and our consultant regarding
21  the comments that were raised at CEQ.  And we have
22  decided that we will not look at the draft prior
23  to anyone else.  We will give it to everyone, all
24  at the same time.  We are not trying to edit or
25  change the results in any way.  We want to be very
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 1  open about this process.  So that's where we're
 2  at.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  No, I'm glad you're
 4  here to share that with us today, and that's
 5  really why we wanted to put you on the agenda, to
 6  let you know that that's the intent in New
 7  Britain, that we will be, and CEQ will be the
 8  first to see the draft plan.  So we appreciate
 9  that.
10                 Any questions?
11                 LORI MATHIEU:  What is your
12  schedule again for seeing that?
13                 RAMON ESPONDA:  After consulting
14  with the consultants, after talking to them, the
15  target date was the end of September.  Probably
16  that's flexible.  It may be, early October, late
17  October, but we're looking for the early
18  September.
19                 There were some issues regarding
20  the length of study.  I think you brought it up
21  last time about the four seasons.  So we want to
22  make sure that we have enough data.
23                 The issue really revolved around
24  the fact that we changed the scope of the program.
25  We were only going to look at a couple of seasons
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 1  and then we extended to a full year.  And we're
 2  looking at it to see if the data that was
 3  originally used can be used for one of those
 4  seasons.
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you so much.
 6  We appreciate you being here.
 7                 Any public comment?  Yes?
 8                 THE REPORTER:  Can I have your
 9  name?
10                 JUDY ALLEN:  Judy Allen, Save Our
11  Water Connecticut.
12                 Back to the copies for the library.
13  That is so, so important because there are people
14  like me who aren't real technical and wouldn't
15  read the whole thing, but do want to read aspects
16  of it.  And to have it available in a library
17  would be fabulous.  I know there are people that
18  are interested in sections.  They don't want to
19  read it in full.
20                 So that's my comment.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think those two
22  copies right there might be going to the library.
23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The state
24  library.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  The state
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 1  library.
 2                 JUDY ALLEN:  Oh, and so a poster
 3  for all the local libraries telling people that
 4  they can go to the state library to read the full
 5  plan.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
 7                 VIRGINIA DEL LIMA:  That's the type
 8  of resource that would be nice to have on the
 9  website.  And then an individual library could
10  print out the poster themselves, rather than a
11  responsibility to provide it folks.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Good.  Would
13  your group take that under consideration for
14  recommendation?
15                 LINDA FERRARO:  Yes.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, and
17  that's a good suggestion.  Thank you so much for
18  being here.
19                 Yes, sir.
20                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  Lou Burch, the
21  record, Program Director at Citizens Campaign for
22  the Environment.
23                 I just wanted to raise one quick
24  concern.  It was actually something that was
25  brought to our attention by Margaret, is that in
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 1  the NEIWPCC appendix G to the water plan it
 2  actually reports that of the 553 comments that
 3  were received, 89 percent said that they wanted
 4  the state water plan to emphasize public interest
 5  over private concerns.  About 38 percent wanted
 6  the plan to consider environmental impacts.
 7  That's something on the order of 211.
 8                 So CCE did a statewide public
 9  education campaign on this issue over the course
10  of several months where we did generate several
11  thousand written letters to the four members of
12  the Water Planning Council, and as well as several
13  thousand petition signatures which were all
14  verified.
15                 Some of them were actually
16  discarded because of, you know, let's say if there
17  was a letter that came in that was not on message
18  and had nothing to do with the issue that we had
19  talked to people about, those would be discarded.
20  But all of those letters were counted and sorted
21  at our Hamden office before they were submitted.
22                 And the spreadsheet that I'm
23  looking at has 2,175 letters being generated to
24  the State Water Planning Council, the four members
25  of the State Water Planning Council alone.  And
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 1  the signature totals that we have totaled 4,336.
 2                 And so there's a little bit of a
 3  concern there in terms of where did the 1500 other
 4  letters and the 4,000 other signatures end up, if
 5  not on the docket?  That's the first concern.
 6                 I would say that most of the folks,
 7  most if not all of the folks that we talked to who
 8  wrote a letter were provided with some talking
 9  points that -- and we anticipate that the vast
10  majority of those letters probably contained those
11  three talking points, including priority of
12  environmental protection, environmental concerns,
13  and the prioritizing of public drinking water
14  supplies.  So that's a little bit of a concern.
15                 We don't have copies of every
16  letter that we generated, but we do have copies of
17  the signatures.  And so we can resubmit those for
18  the docket, if that's an opportunity that we still
19  have.  But that's one thing I wanted to raise with
20  the whole Planning Council.
21                 LORI MATHIEU:  So you said, each
22  agency should have received how many letters
23  individually?
24                 LEW BIRCH:  So the total that I
25  have here, 616 letters to Jack, 587 letters to
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 1  Dave LeVasseur, 590 were addressed to Michael
 2  Sullivan.  This was before Betsey came on, and
 3  another 581 to Lori.
 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, that's about --
 5  I thought you said like 2,000 to each agency.  We
 6  got just under 600 letters.  Yeah, that's about
 7  right.
 8                 LEW BIRCH:  Right.  So that sounds
 9  about right.
10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But Mr. Neeley, ours
11  were posted.  Were they not?
12                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, anything that
13  came in was posted.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Any letter that came
15  to me was posted on the docket.
16                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  Yeah, so are
17  you saying that each letter was only sent to one
18  member?  Or why are you saying 2,000 individual
19  letters?  2,000 individual citizens of
20  Connecticut?
21                 LEW BIRCH:  So 2,000 letters in
22  total between the 4, and it was significantly more
23  than that because there was also letters that
24  folks had wrote to their WUCC members and those
25  kind of things.  But we're talking about just to
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 1  the four members of the Water Planning Council.
 2  The total was about 2,175.
 3                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  How many
 4  individual people are you talking about?
 5                 LEW BIRCH:  Say it again?
 6                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  How many individual
 7  people are you talking about?  500, 600 individual
 8  people sending 4 separate letters?
 9                 LEW BIRCH:  It's probably something
10  to that effect, but I don't have the exact
11  breakdown.
12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So I think part
13  of the issue here is, Lou, if I understand
14  correctly, many of these letters came in very
15  early on and were received by the individual
16  members of the Water Planning Council.
17                 Mike Jennings can talk about his
18  analysis and which letters on the docket he
19  specifically looked at, because I believe that
20  those are related to specific comments on the
21  deliverables that were put forward on the water
22  plan, but I'm not sure of that.
23                 Mike, is that true?
24                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Not entirely, no.
25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.
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 1                 MIKE JENNINGS:  So if I were to
 2  guess what actually ended up on the docket it was
 3  probably just the letters that came to PURA.  I
 4  can't say that for sure.  Many of them are titled,
 5  John Betkoski.
 6                 And I don't know if the letters
 7  that went to DEEP and public health and OPM made
 8  it over to get posted to the docket, but what we
 9  here at NEIWPCC did was pull down everything that
10  was posted in the docket.  And that's why only one
11  portion of the letters I think seem to be
12  included.
13                 And they all were very early in the
14  process, immediately as things were ramping up all
15  of the comments related to refinement of working
16  documents and things like that were compiled by
17  CDM Smith at the public input sessions and
18  workgroups that they held.
19                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  Thank
20  you.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Margaret?
22                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes, that explains
23  part of it.  So we had started doing an analysis
24  of the 550 letters that NEIWPCC did count and are
25  included in appendix G -- is it?  The final
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 1  appendix.  And we have very serious reservations
 2  about their count.
 3                 We were trying to figure out what
 4  they did count.  And if it was only letters that
 5  came to PURA that would make sense.  But as Lou
 6  said, the only time environment was mentioned in
 7  the NEIWPCC thing was 38 percent of the
 8  respondents were interested in knowing about the
 9  impacts to the environment.
10                 And we knew, for instance, that of
11  the 550 quite a number came via CFE.  And the
12  sentence that we were looking at was, prioritizes
13  the needs of public drinking water supplies and a
14  healthy environment over private interests.  So
15  just counting that sentence, you know, that kind
16  of talking point we looked at the -- we looked at
17  80 percent of the 553 letters.
18                 And I told Tony who was counting,
19  NEIWPCC had found 200, and some favored the
20  environment out of the 38 percent.  When we did
21  80 percent -- and we've had 306 favoring the
22  environment, you know, wanting environment to be
23  prioritized along with healthy drinking water.
24                 I can think of -- the count,
25  therefore to my mind I think was poorly done.  I'm
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 1  not quite sure what they were counting.  We were
 2  quite sure that that's sort of evidence that --
 3  people really meant environment and public water
 4  supply can be joint priorities, was that some
 5  people didn't want that.
 6                 So among the 80 percent of the
 7  letters we looked at, some people rewrote that and
 8  took out environment.  And they just wanted to
 9  focus on drinking water.
10                 We also looked at -- because we
11  were trying to figure it out, NEIWPCC counted --
12  we didn't originally count all the letters, and
13  which in some other part of the letter the writer
14  said they wanted some positive action on the
15  environment.  And on a quick scan it looks like
16  another 10 percent of the public that didn't use
17  the talking point, but said they wanted to
18  prioritize the environment.
19                 So I really feel that appendix G
20  can not be presented.  It should either be dropped
21  or reevaluated and it seriously underestimates the
22  kind of priority that people outside here and
23  inside here have been trying to give to the
24  environment.
25                 And Lou was, I think, away for a


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 103


 1  few days and we were starting to circulate these
 2  questions.  And he said, what about my 2,000
 3  letters?
 4                 I said, I have no idea.  Raise the
 5  2,000 letter issue.  We focused on the 553 that
 6  NEIWPCC said they counted.  We found it not -- our
 7  count did not come up even near that result.
 8                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Margaret, did your
 9  count -- were you pulling them off the docket from
10  the state website?
11                 MARGARET MINOR:  Yes.
12                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Yeah, that's what
13  we did, too.  And I have PDFs of everything.  So
14  if you guys like, I can provide a PDF of every
15  letter.
16                 MARGARET MINOR:  We have them,
17  Mike.
18                 MIKE JENNINGS:  I'm offering them
19  to anyone that might want them.
20                 And if you do look at them you will
21  see that not everybody sent the form letter as a
22  form letter.  And that's why the numbers are off,
23  and some people picked their priorities over
24  others.  Some people just handwrote, you know, do
25  a good job, and sent that in with Jack's name on
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 1  it.
 2                 So we can provide to anybody that
 3  would like them a copy of all the PDFs of all the
 4  letters that we looked at.  And everyone will
 5  know -- and/or you guys can just scrap appendix G.
 6  Just let CDM Smith know how you want to do it in
 7  November.
 8                 MARGARET MINOR:  Okay.  We do have
 9  the PDFs and we did look at 80 percent -- which
10  was 400 and something, I forget -- individually.
11  In fact, I think we undercounted on the first go
12  through.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Garrett?
14                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  I would just
15  want to raise I wasn't here when Dave was on this
16  Council before.
17                 I would just raise a concern.  If
18  you allow multiple comments from a single
19  individual, that worries me a bit.  It can skew
20  the numbers to say 2,000 letters, whereas in
21  reality it's 5 or 6 hundred individuals.  That
22  just worries me a bit when you're looking at data.
23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think what's
24  really important is to get your comments on the
25  record.
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 1                 MARGARET MINOR:  So you're saying,
 2  as Lou suggested, is that we have an opportunity
 3  now to have our people resubmit their comments?
 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  My suggestion
 5  about appendix G, Margaret, is that you use the
 6  new form that we've got on the website, which
 7  hopefully you can even upload something to which
 8  will work perfectly.  Because it needs to go into
 9  the record for comment on the existing final draft
10  plan.
11                 MARGARET MINOR:  So is the survey?
12  Is that the survey monkey?
13                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Yes.
14                 MARGARET MINOR:  So you want every
15  comment to come in on the Survey Monkey?
16                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  No, you're
17  commenting on the draft report now.
18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  You're
19  commenting on appendix G, and you're concerned
20  about the validity of appendix G?
21                 MARGARET MINOR:  Oh, this?  Yes.  I
22  don't want to wait for a Survey Monkey and go
23  through to the end.
24                 GARRETT EUCALITTS:  No, but that's
25  how you make official comments on this report.  So


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 106


 1  I would like your official comments on appendix G
 2  to be officially part of the record.
 3                 MARGARET MINOR:  That will be fine.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes?
 5                 KAREN BURNASKA:  Karen Burnaska on
 6  the Water Planning Council advisory group, CFE.
 7  On your outreach and education group, I'm assuming
 8  you have a whole list of people and organizations
 9  and interest groups that you want to contact.  The
10  one I've never heard mentioned today is business,
11  and they're big water users.
12                 You have everything from the feed
13  into the libraries -- I believe that when the
14  transportation plan is done they could have a link
15  at each of the public libraries that goes through
16  the State.  They can put something on so that
17  people who come to the library, if they do not
18  have access to a computer themselves, and we're
19  looking at, you know, although it's very few --
20  but if you want to get out to the people you
21  really have to -- although the COGs are great and
22  I thought your plan, what you started is good,
23  there's a lot of other people who have no idea
24  what's going on.  And you really should get their
25  opinion.
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 1                 I would also suggest -- I'm
 2  assuming you're going to put the information out
 3  in Spanish and English?
 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  We're looking into
 5  that, in Spanish.
 6                 KAREN BURNASKA:  But -- and like I
 7  said, there are a list of agencies, from civic
 8  organizations to chambers of commerce, seniors,
 9  AARP.  Go to all of them, and make an effort.
10                 Whether they respond -- but the
11  offer should be made, I believe, if you really
12  want to get at a good cross-section of the
13  businesses and the environmental people, and the
14  cross-section of the population.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
16                 Nick?
17                 NICK NEELEY:  Just to address that,
18  I think one of the intents is to try to identify
19  built-in groups where you know you're going to
20  have several hundred people.  Rather than try to
21  build the crowd, go to crowds that exist.
22                 Go to the AARP conventions.  Go to
23  the Connecticut Farm Bureau groups.  Go to the
24  CBIA.  Go to the Manufacturer's Alliance of
25  Connecticut.  Go to the superintendent's
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 1  association.  Go to the Connecticut Rivers
 2  Alliance when you know they're going to have a
 3  meeting where you're going to have the bodies
 4  there.
 5                 KAREN BURNASKA:  And also get these
 6  organizations to put the link on your website.
 7  Many of these -- AARP has what?  400,000 e-mails
 8  that go on all of that.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.
10                 KAREN BURNASKA:  Get them to put it
11  on there.  If you get a few, it's not a whole lot
12  of effort to put them on there.  The same for the
13  business community that meets -- I think that's
14  quarterly.
15                 NICK NEELEY:  Those are great
16  ideas.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Karen.
18                 KAREN BURNASKA:  It's worth the
19  effort to do.
20                 JUDY ALLEN:  So if I have a group
21  of 200 people, who do I contact to come?
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Linda.  Linda will
23  put you on the list.  Could I just -- I forgot
24  what I was going to say.
25                 Go ahead.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Identify yourself.
 2                 ALICIA CHARAMUT:  Alicia Charamut
 3  from the Connecticut River Conservancy.
 4                 I would be very cautious about
 5  branding this an agency state water plan, because
 6  there are many stakeholder groups that have put in
 7  the time to contribute to this, and there was a
 8  good reason for that.  It was because we all
 9  represent different stakeholder groups.  We
10  represent different parts of the public.
11                 So by just saying this is an agency
12  plan, you're now taking all of those stakeholder
13  groups out of the equation and pretty much doing a
14  disservice to everybody who sat here for hours a
15  month, some of them without any financial
16  resources to be here.
17                 So you know, the whole point was to
18  make this something that was represented by all.
19  So be careful how you message that.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, Alicia.
21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Could I address --
22  Lou, I was just thinking about the 2,000 letters.
23  And to Garrett's point, I received over 500
24  letters.  I've read most of them.  I think when
25  people take the time to handwrite -- most of these
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 1  are handwritten, you know, and the kids drew a
 2  little fish on there and, you know, put a little
 3  stream.  I have them.  I'm not sure if we
 4  forwarded them onto PURA to put on the docket.
 5                 We'll check that, but I don't want
 6  to miss anybody that had commented, that had
 7  written a comment.  And so I don't know how we
 8  deal with that, because if it's, you know, 600
 9  people, 600 of the same people I don't want to
10  miss anybody's, you know, letters.
11                 Because a lot of people did take
12  the time to express their concerns.  And some of
13  them -- I would say it's only maybe 10 percent,
14  Lou, but some of them went on to write much more
15  than just that form letter.
16                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  That's what I was
17  going to say, is that we always ask people to
18  really think outside the box and personalize these
19  things.  You know, that's the first thing we ask
20  them to do.  But give them a few talking points to
21  make things easier.
22                 But I also would be concerned that
23  because we do get folks, especially when you have
24  people who are taking the time to write a
25  handwritten letter who will say, I only have time
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 1  to write one.  So that is one concern.
 2                 Then the other, the other thing I
 3  brought up was the 4,000 signatures that -- where
 4  people basically signed onto more or less the same
 5  talking points, more or less the same statement.
 6  You know, those should be counted as well.  And I
 7  do have copies of those if that would be helpful
 8  for the record.
 9                 I can connect with you at a later
10  time.
11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, I'm struggling
12  as to how do we make sure we capture --
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Excuse me.
14  Mr. Neeley will take care of it.
15                 NICK NEELEY:  Why don't I talk to
16  Lou and Margaret after the meeting?  I'll take a
17  look at what's in the Lotus Notes.  Whatever is
18  not in there will get in there.  I guarantee it.
19                 I'll check, and I'll talk to you
20  after the meeting.  All right?  Is that okay?
21                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  We appreciate
22  that.
23                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think it's
24  important that those letters help frame the
25  conversation to this point in time.  I think we're
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 1  at a new point and a new conversation.
 2                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  Understood.
 3  Agreed.
 4                 MARGARET MINOR:  But they are --
 5  this appendix is the problem.  It's not clear what
 6  it represents.  And certainly when you see only
 7  38 percent interested in environment, you know,
 8  environmental impacts, I mean, you look at that.
 9  I think almost anybody would say, well, that's got
10  to be wrong.  So I would hate to see it go forward
11  like that.  But we'll talk, Nick and I will.
12                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Just one last --
13  this is Mike Jennings from NEIWPCC.  One last bit.
14                 That memo in appendix G lays it out
15  clearly that we downloaded all of the state water
16  plan Docket 14-08-09 comments that were posted
17  online.  So if there's any posted online that we
18  missed at the time -- I don't think that there
19  were.
20                 And, you know, downloaded all the
21  comments, submitted the document, changed the
22  development of the statewide water plan.  Saved
23  them as unique PDFs and created a comprehensive,
24  searchable spreadsheet of the comments received.
25  And that spreadsheet does link the name of the
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 1  individual commenter with the specific elements
 2  that they were interested in and with the PDFs of
 3  the comments.  That is transparent forward and
 4  backwards in terms of where our number came from.
 5                 So again, we could only work with
 6  what was available at the time that was online in
 7  the docket, and that's exactly what we did.
 8                 NICK NEELEY:  Mike, it's Nick
 9  again.  Can you send me that PDF, please, e-mail
10  it to me?
11                 LOUIS W. BURCH:  And we're
12  obviously not suggesting that anybody, you know,
13  is in any way disingenuous during this process, or
14  are we wanting to waste any more time with this
15  issue.  Simply we just want to make sure that we
16  have a record of everything and that everyone is
17  working, you know, reading it all at the same
18  page.
19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Understood.
20                 MARGARET MINOR:  We did suspect
21  that the distortion may have come from the fine
22  words that were chosen.  That was a surmise as to
23  how you could come up with that 38 percent number.
24                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Did someone ask for
25  a copy of the PDFs?  I thought I heard it, but I
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 1  wasn't sure.
 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Nick Neeley did.
 3                 MIKE JENNINGS:  Okay.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
 5                 Any other public comment?  Yes,
 6  sir.
 7                 PAUL ZAGORSKY:  Good afternoon
 8  members of the Water Planning Council.  Paul
 9  Zagorsky from New Britain.
10                 I just have some comments about the
11  recent filing of Lenard Engineering, which I saw
12  the first time.  This is their July 28th filing.
13  Because what they say is -- one of the
14  requirements that CEQ has, that they were supposed
15  to include all of the data.
16                 And as to that they said, include
17  applicable data used in generating conclusions
18  within the study.  Note that summaries of data
19  collected by LEI and our subconsultants will be
20  provided in an appendix along with our conclusions
21  and opinions.
22                 The minutes from the October 19,
23  2016, CEQ meeting, which were forwarded to you by
24  a letter dated October 20th, which is part of the
25  docket in this matter, Jim Ericson from Lenard was
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 1  there and they went through what he was going to,
 2  what he was not going to.  I'm reading verbatim.
 3  All data used in the report will be included, not
 4  just the conclusions of the study.
 5                 I also note that in the April 4th
 6  WPC meeting Mr. LeVasseur asked Lenard when they
 7  come in with their environmental consultants to
 8  produce the data.  So summary conclusions are,
 9  one, not what they agreed to.
10                 And I think in this case -- because
11  the last meeting we had here in July before the
12  Water Planning Council, LEI brought their
13  environmental consultants.  And you may recall
14  that essentially they indicate it's not a
15  four-season study.  They talked about starting the
16  study.  They weren't sure when they started the
17  biological studies.  It was either late February
18  or March 1st, and they indicated they would be
19  done in August.
20                 Now that's not -- and they say that
21  comports with the study requirements.  The study
22  requires the study look at the environmental
23  impacts of such change of use on local hydrology,
24  forest ecology, natural land resources and
25  formations, and wetland systems.  Now clearly, a
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 1  five-month study is insufficient.
 2                 They also mentioned there that
 3  while we're doing our breeding birds study, if we
 4  see any migratory birds we'll note that.  Well,
 5  the migratory birds are studied in the fall.
 6  They're clearly up there.  That's a given.  So
 7  that comment to me is useless.
 8                 I think the need -- and I'm a
 9  taxpayer for the City of New Britain.  We're
10  paying $355,000 for this.  I think the amount is
11  actually higher based upon some e-mails that I've
12  seen -- that they need to produce the data.  I
13  need to know when they went out there and what
14  they did.
15                 I don't want to see a summary say,
16  this is the breeding birds, because I think that
17  the summary is going to show, or the data is going
18  to show that there's twelve months in the year
19  based on five months analyzing the environment.
20  That's insufficient.
21                 That's not what the study mandates.
22  That's not what they're required to do.  And more
23  importantly, that's not what they represented to
24  everybody that they were going to do.  When they
25  submitted their report, their revised draft
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 1  evaluation to the Council on Environmental
 2  Quality, which voted on this, they talked about
 3  surveys will be conducted in September and October
 4  with respect to amphibian and reptiles.  Well,
 5  they're not looking at September and October.  By
 6  their own admission, last time they're looking at
 7  March to August.
 8                 So if you don't have the data then
 9  I don't think that the study has any validity
10  whatsoever.  And I think that should be made
11  crystal clear.  This is the first time, and I may
12  have missed it, but -- that I've seen that, that
13  they now talked about just giving conclusions, and
14  conclusions without any basis.
15                 I mean, if this was a court of law
16  that's inadmissible.  And I don't think anything
17  should be admissible unless they produce all the
18  data on this.
19                 Thank you very much.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you, sir.
21                 Any other public comment?  Any
22  other public comment?
23                 (No response.)
24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, I thank the
25  Council members for their participation.  I thank
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 1  the public for their participation today.
 2                 And our next meeting will be on
 3  September 3rd -- September 5th, I'm sorry, at
 4  1:30.  I wish you all a happy, healthy and safe
 5  rest of the summer.
 6                 And with that, a motion to adjourn?
 7                 LORI MATHIEU:  So moved.
 8                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Second.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  All those in favor?
10                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We are adjourned.
12                 Thank you.
13
14                 (Whereupon, the above proceedings
15  were concluded at 3:34 p.m.)
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
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