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Dear Parishioners and friends, 

TOWARDS A PHASED RE-OPENING OF OUR CHURCH 

This weekend we celebrate the Feast of the Most Holy Trinity which begins the Ordinary Sundays of 

the Church’s year after the celebration of Lent and Easter.  It is also the Twelfth Sunday in Lockdown 

– next weekend marking a whole quarter of the year since we were able to join together in Church 

for the celebration of Mass and the Sacraments!   

You may have heard on the news last weekend the Cardinal’s plea to the Government to allow for the 

opening of churches and other places of worship. It does seem ridiculous to us that bookstores and 

garden centres as well as other ‘non-essential’ businesses are now able to open up while our churches 

are not.  

The Catholic Bishops of England and Wales have put a set of proposals to the Government, in 

consultation with Public Health Authorities, for the safe opening of our churches in keeping with the 

current health and social-distancing protocols. 

One of the key elements in the Bishops’ proposals is the identifying of people in our parishes who 

would be willing to act as ‘stewards’ in managing the flow of people into church.  It does seem likely 

that at the beginning of July we will be allowed to open for people to come into church for individual 

prayer in front of the Blessed Sacrament. There is, as yet, no sign of us being able to gather in groups 

for the celebration of Mass or the Sacraments. If we can manage the individual prayer, we will get 

good practice for the future possibility of public acts of worship. 

While it will be relatively easy to put in place the necessary two-metre spacing still required, and the 

provision of hand sanitizers as well as a one way system for entering and leaving the church, the 

most important element in the phased re-opening will be the stewards. 

I am therefore asking if any of you might please be willing to join a team of stewards to assist in the 

opening of the church. Obviously you cannot be a member of any group deemed to be at risk. Your 

services should only be needed for an hour or two on the days we plan to open. Training will be 

provided, as will the required PPE for this key role. Quite simply put, if we cannot identify stewards 

we cannot open up!   

Please let me know if you are willing to be a steward – by e-mailing the parish, leaving a message via 

the parish phone number, or just posting a note through the Presbytery letter box at 39 Duncan 

Terrace. 
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Thank you for your messages asking how we priests are managing. We are doing well despite the 

complete lack of contact with the majority of you!  Fr Allan is honing his skills as our barber – both 

Fr Larry and I have now undergone two lockdown haircuts!   

We continue to offer Mass for your intentions in the Church and look forward to seeing you back in 

the benches soon! 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit,                                                                                         

as it was in the beginning is now and ever shall be world without end. Amen! 

Fr Séamus 

Parish Priest 
6.vi.2020 
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