
Sermon 24: Luke 6:12-16: The Twelve Apostles: Part Two

OUTLINE

Philip
Bartholomew
Matthew
Thomas
James son of Alphaeus
Simon the zealot
Judas son of James
Judas Iscariot

INTRODUCTION

2 Cor. 4:7, ‘But we have this treasure in jars of clay, to show that the surpassing power 
belongs to God and not to us.’  Paul is talking about the treasure of the knowledge of God in
the gospel having been put into the jars of clay of the sinful apostles.  He tells us that God 
delights to use the weak things so that His power is evident.  The twelve apostles are a 
menagerie of jars of clay, each is earthy and ugly, bearing all the imperfections of being 
made by hand, each item is completely unique from the next, each is fragile and breakable. 
Each is nothing in himself but is important for the purpose of being a vessel to bring what 
God is offering to the world through them.  

We are continuing our look at Luke 6:12-16 we will be looking at the last 8 mentioned in the
list.  

Philip

Some of the disciples have more than one name, Philip only has one and it is a Greek name 
meaning lover of horses.  It is likely that Philip was a Hellenistic Jew, that is someone whose
forebears had lived outside of Israel and adopted various aspects of Greek culture.  In John 
12:21 when some Greeks are seeking an introduction to Jesus who do they speak to, they 
speak to the disciple with the Greek name, Philip.  This means that he would have had a 
different home culture to the others, might even have been perceived as being less Jewish.  
Hellenistic Jews were not despised like the Samaritans, but there was a sense of superiority 
over them by the Jew who lived in the Holy Land and showed no sign of influence from the 
Gentiles.  

Philip always heads the second table of four.  He strikes me as the quiet and analytical type.
The most in depth encounter with Philip in the gospels is in John 1:43-48.  The day after 
Andrew introduces Peter to Jesus, Philip is found by Christ and called to follow Him.  Philip 
like Peter and Andrew was from Bethsaida, and we see more of the way his mind works 
when he goes to tell Nathanael about Jesus, John 1:45, ‘Philip found Nathanael and said to 
him, “We have found him of whom Moses in the Law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus of 
Nazareth, the son of Joseph.”  Notice Philip’s attention to detail.  When He tries to tell 
Nathanael that he has found the Messiah how does he do it?  You will notice that he appeals
to the OT and the authority of Moses and the prophets.  Here is a man who is not emotional
and influenced by how big the crowds following Him are, nor by the miracles, he is 
convinced and seeks to convince others on the basis of the authority of God’s word, the 
highest authority there is.  You will notice as well that he notes the hometown of Jesus and 
His parentage.  Here is an analytical man who is interested in the facts.  



This does set him back in other situations though.  Remember that your strength is also 
your weakness.  In John 6:5-7 when Jesus asks how they are going to feed the 5000, John 
6:5-7, ‘Lifting up his eyes, then, and seeing that a large crowd was coming toward him, 
Jesus said to Philip, “Where are we to buy bread, so that these people may eat?” 6 He said 
this to test him, for he himself knew what he would do. 7 Philip answered him, “Two 
hundred denarii worth of bread would not be enough for each of them to get a little.”  Jesus
specifically asks Philip where bread for so many can be bought.  We are told that this is a 
test and giving a test to an analytical mind means you should expect them to pull out the 
calculator and expect an accounting of the logistics of the situation.  Philip is absorbed with 
the realities of the situation but fails to believe that Jesus who has claimed to be God and 
done amazing miracles like turning water into wine can do anything about this situation.  
Philip gets very specific about how 200 denarii would not even give everyone a little, but 
misses the bigger picture.  

We do that as well don’t we?  We can fixate on the stats related to the coronavirus and end 
up panicking and feeling hopeless.  Analytical sorts see the problem so well they don’t see 
past it.  Philip falls prey to analysis paralysis in John 12:21-22, ‘So these came to Philip, who
was from Bethsaida in Galilee, and asked him, “Sir, we wish to see Jesus.” 22 Philip went and
told Andrew; Andrew and Philip went and told Jesus.’  Philip was caught up on the 
theological problem of whether Jews were allowed to believe in the Jewish Messiah that he 
did not know what to do and did nothing.  Those who are most careful to do things right 
can be those most prone to doing nothing lest they do something wrong.  

Philip’s desire for more info before making decisions got him into more trouble in John 14:8-
9, ‘Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and it is enough for us.” 9 Jesus said to him,
“Have I been with you so long, and you still do not know me, Philip? Whoever has seen me 
has seen the Father. How can you say, ‘Show us the Father’? 10 Do you not believe that I am
in the Father and the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my 
own authority, but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11 Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me, or else believe on account of the works themselves.’  
Jesus had given plenty of evidence, but Philip, ever the analyst wanted more.  

Bartholomew  

Bartholomew is probably Nathanael.  Bartholomew is not technically a name, it merely 
means son of Tolmai.  And Nathanael is listed among the other apostles called in John 1 and
is listed with some other apostles after the resurrection 21:2, it is generally reckoned that 
Bartholomew is then Nathanael.  

Now we do not have a lot of information about him in the NT but we do have some insight 
into his cynical yet sincere character.  John 1:45-50 gives us the account.  We see that 
Philip wanted to introduce Nathanael to Jesus, but Nathanael responded, ‘Can anything 
good come out of Nazareth?’  Nazareth was a despised area and does not feature in any 
prophecy nor even get a mention in the OT.  But Nathanael goes along, perhaps persuaded 
by the prophecies that Philip mentioned.  Jesus then says to him, ‘Behold, an Israelite 
indeed, in whom there is no deceit.’  Now this statement has been difficult to understand, 
some have thought that Jesus was being sarcastic exposing Nathanael’s racism and double 
speech.  However this use of sarcasm to expose sin is unlike any other way in which Jesus 
exposes sin.  This means that this is a genuine commendation of Nathanael’s character.  If 
this is the case the word ‘Israelite’ is a commendation not of his race but his godliness, and 
the reference to a lack of deceit commends him as an honest man.  When Nathanael asks, 



‘How do you know me?’  Jesus answers, ‘Before Philip called you, when you were under the 
fig tree, I saw you.’   Now you could try and make this say that Jesus simply saw him under 
a fig tree, but the response of Nathanael warrants something much more significant.  It is 
likely that Nathanael was praying and Jesus claims to have knowledge of that moment.  
Look at what Nathanael says, ‘Rabbi you are the Son of God!  You are the King of Israel!’  
Peter only makes this confession later on, this is a profound statement.  Because of this 
Jesus tells him that he will see heaven opened and angels ascending and descending on the 
Son of Man.  This is likely a reference to future ministry of Christ some of which we have 
recorded in the gospels.  

I find in Nathanael a good balance of cynicism and teachability.  He is cynical where the 
bible is not clear like the Messiah coming from Nazareth but wholeheartedly believes when 
the truth is placed in front of Him.  He reminds me of the reformation principle of Sola 
Scriptura.  Have you ever had someone tell you a testimony that included something like 
waving a cell phone over a sick baby while a particular worship song is playing and the baby
was healed?  This is one of those times to be cynical.  You are not obligated to believe 
anything unless God’s word proves it to you.  It is wise to hold you belief in abeyance until 
the facts are in, and in particular until the word of God has stated it.  

Matthew

Matthew was the money hungry compromiser who was willing to extort money from his own
people, he was a tax collector.  He was hated and despised and thought beyond repentance 
by some.  Yet he was saved, called by Jesus and he left all his sins behind, followed Jesus 
and sought to introduce his friend circle of outcasts to Christ.  

Matthew is an important disciple because there are certain types of people we are more 
inclined to think should not be forgiven or included in the church.  Divorcees, child abusers, 
rapists, domestic abusers, ex-cons, and many others who have a bad past who have come 
to Christ.  Matthew reminds us of the types of people Jesus came to save, He came to save 
sinners which is all of us, He came to save the undeserving which is all of us, and He came 
to put those people into His service and use them.  The jars of clay that God uses, some of 
them may have been used as bed pans others for flowers, all are clay and God is able to use
them.  

Matthew always reminds me of Paul’s conversion, a murderer and blasphemer, listen to 
what he says about how God uses his own testimony, 1 Tim. 1:15-16, ‘The saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save 
sinners, of whom I am the foremost. 16 But I received mercy for this reason, that in me, as 
the foremost, Jesus Christ might display his perfect patience as an example to those who 
were to believe in him for eternal life.’  The greater the sin the greater the grace of God that
is put on display.

Thomas

Thomas is the Eeyore of the disciples.   In the Winnie the Pooh books Eeyore is the donkey, 
that pessimistic and wet blanket sort.  Thomas was also known as the twin indicating that 
he would have had a sibling.  3 events record some of Thomas’s engagement with Christ, 
John 11:16, ‘So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, that 
we may die with him.”  The disciples and Jesus are discussing the death of Lazarus and the 
fact that Jesus must return to Jerusalem to raise him.  The disciples know that the Pharisees
and the Herodians are plotting to kill Jesus and think it a suicide mission.  It is Thomas who 



articulates the deadliness of the mission in a resigned fashion.  His dour outlook reconciles 
him to the danger more quickly but this is hardly the happy zeal of a martyr.  

Then there is the situation in the upper room, John 14:4-6, ‘And you know the way to where
I am going.” 5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one 
comes to the Father except through me.’  

But Thomas is best known for his response to the report of the resurrection, John 1:24-29, 
‘Now Thomas, one of the twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 
25 So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I 
see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and 
place my hand into his side, I will never believe.”  26 Eight days later, his disciples were 
inside again, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and 
stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your 
finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 
disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to 
him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those who have not seen 
and yet have believed.” 

Thomas strongly spoke of his need for evidence before he would believe, but once he 
believed he gives one of the clearest declarations of the deity of Christ in the Bible, ‘My Lord
and My God.’  We are also told of a blessing to be had by those who believe without seeing.
John is here communicating with all those who would read of his account without having 
been their themselves.   

James the son of Alphaeus

This James is not to be confused with James the son of Zebedee or James the Lord’s 
brother, but is the son of Alphaeus and his mother was a Mary and he had a brother Joseph.
He is also known as James the less, Mk 15:40.  Apart from the lists his story in unknown, we
do not know how he was called, what things he is best known for, nor how he died.  James 
the less is much like most ordinary Christians, useful but unknown, critical to God’s plan but 
without fame.  

Simon the Zealot

The only thing we know about Simon is that he was once a zealot.  A zealot was someone 
who had the same religious views as the Pharisees but who were political revolutionaries 
who were ready to shed blood to see Israel freed from Rome.  The final fall of Jerusalem in 
70 AD was caused by zealots murdering the Roman garrison in Jerusalem which prompted 
Rome to attack.  The zealots made a last stand on Masada where they committed suicide 
rather than be captured by the Romans.  

To recognise that a zealot gave up his political ambitions and methods and followed Christ is
significant for today.  Today there are many angry revolutionaries who are caught on 
various political causes.  These causes become so all important that various evils are 
justified in their name.  For example abortion as a part of women’s rights, or euthanasia as 
a defence of the right to make one’s own choices, no matter how significant.  This zealot 
who might have been attracted to Christ because of that initial thought that He would prove
to be a political messiah gave way to a recognition that our greatest need is salvation from 



sin and the method of bringing change is not by political force or weapons but by the Spirit 
of God.  

Judas the son of James

Judas is another lesser known apostle.  He appears by his nick name Thaddaeus in some of 
the other apostle lists.  Thaddaeus literally means ‘breast child’, a modern day equivalent 
would be ‘Momma’s Boy.’  He may have been, a single child, a late child, or earned the nick 
name somehow.  His only interaction with Christ that is recorded is found in John 14:21-23, 
‘Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is who loves me. And he who loves
me will be loved by my Father, and I will love him and manifest myself to him.” 22 Judas (not
Iscariot) said to him, “Lord, how is it that you will manifest yourself to us, and not to the 
world?” 23 Jesus answered him, “If anyone loves me, he will keep my word, and my Father 
will love him, and we will come to him and make our home with him.’  

Judas Iscariot

Last on every list is the greatest traitor in human history, the man who tried to kill God. His 
name is a Greek version of Judah, and his father was Simon Iscariot, John 6:7.  Iscariot 
most likely means men of kerioth indicating an area that is not in Galilee making Judas the 
only non-Galilean.  Judas is of great interest to us because he is a reminder that you can be 
so close to Christ in appearance and yet still not be a true Christian.  The call of Judas is not
recorded but like the others he would have left all to follow Christ.  The trouble is that he 
may have left all outwardly but he did not leave his sins and worldview behind in his heart.  
He walked with Christ for 3 ½ years, he would have been enabled by the Spirit to even 
perform various miracles.  

We see that he only followed Christ outwardly and not in his heart by the fact that he stole 
from the common purse of the disciples for his own benefit.  This is very clear when he 
rebukes Mary who anointed Christ after raising Lazarus. John 12:4-6, ‘But Judas Iscariot, 
one of his disciples (he who was about to betray him), said, 5 “Why was this ointment not 
sold for three hundred denarii and given to the poor?” 6 He said this, not because he cared 
about the poor, but because he was a thief, and having charge of the moneybag he used to 
help himself to what was put into it.’  It is suspected by many that Juda joined the disciples 
hoping for wealth and power, but when it became clear that Christ had to die, Judas was 
willing to betray Christ to the authorities in a bid to get as much out as he could or 
compensation for his wasted 3 ½ years. 

The story of his betrayal of Christ is well known.  At the last supper Christ reveals that one 
of the disciples will betray him, Christ tells him to do it quickly, satan enters Judas and he 
goes to the religions leaders to arrange a time and place to arrest Jesus.  The price of 
betrayal is the prophesied price of a slave.  Judas leads the arresting party to the Garden of 
Gethsemane and betrays Him with a kiss, this is where Jesus manifests His divine glory, he 
says I AM and they fall to the ground.  Judas regrets the fact that he has betrayed an 
innocent man, gives the money back, and goes off and hangs himself.  Acts 1:18 records 
how his bloated corpse burst open.  

The lesson if God calling a variety of sinners and using them to change the world is the 
message of the other 11, but the lesson of Judas is a reminder of the realities of sin that we
still face.  Judas reminds us that it is possible to merely be a believer outwardly but to never
have repented of our sins in our hearts.  We can say we are Christians and even do some 
deeds outwardly but if we are following Christ ultimately for our own gain and not because it



is the truth in an unconditional surrender we are fooling ourselves.  Judas reminds us how 
believable an appearance we can make and yet be false.  That years can go by and those 
we live with never see it until it is too late.  Judas reminds us of the love of money and its 
terrible power to corrupt.  He reminds us that satan is active among God’s people and that 
our guard cannot be let down.  He reminds us that hypocrisy is deadly.  But he also reminds
us that God is sovereign, and even though this was the most heinous act a human being 
could commit, it was all done in the sovereignty of God to bring about His good purposes.  
 


