
Lesson Plan 
Exploration and Encounter

Interactive illustrated notes - great for students in grades 5-8. Students
Are able to “doodle” on the note pages as background

Information is reviewed. 

These standards are specifically for New York State, however, you can swap out these and 
add your own. 

Supporting Question Should this time period be known as the era of exploration or the era of 
conquest? 

Formative Performance 
Task

● Complete illustrated notes on exploration and encounter. 
● Complete exit ticket on exploration and encounter. 

Conceptual Understanding 7.2a - Social, economic and scientific improvements helped European 
nations launch an Age of Exploration. 
7.2b - Different European groups had varied interactions and 
relationships with the Native American societies they encountered.  
Native American societies suffered from losses of life and land due to the 
Encounter with Europeans justified by the “Doctrine of Discovery.”

Content Specifications 7.2a.1 - EXPLAIN the significance of the technological developments 
and scientific understandings that improved European exploration such 
as the caravel, magnetic compass, and astrolabe. 

7.2a.2 - EXAMINE the voyage of Columbus, leading to the Columbian 
Exchange and the voyages of other explorers such as Champlain, 
Hudson, and Verrazano.

7.2b - Different European groups had varied interactions and 
relationships with the Native American societies they encountered. 
Native American societies suffered from loss of life due to disease and 
conflict and loss of land due to encroachment of European settlers and 
differing conceptions of property and land ownership.

Sources Teacher Sources:
● An Indigenous Peoples' History of the United States, 

Roxanne Dunbar-Ortiz
● Give me Liberty, Eric Foner

CLASSROOM VERSION:

● Google Slides Link to Illustrated Notes 
● Google Slides Link to Classroom Presentation

DIGITAL VERSION:

● Google Slides Link to Digital Version

Social Studies Practices Chronological Reasoning

https://amzn.to/3gBWgkc
https://amzn.to/30mipNQ
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● Pass out illustrated notes, and then have students pick a few colored pencils. I remind students that 
they can pick four or five, and that they need to stick with those colored pencils for the remainder of 
the period. Otherwise, I’ll end up with a bunch of trading of pencils, and it could be quite distracting.

● Proceed with slideshow and discussion of information.  
● Assign exit ticket for homework. 

● Print and copy pages the illustrated notes and exit ticket in a packet for students. If using, make sure 
the exit ticket is a separate page so it can be turned in. 

● NOTE: I hand out the completely filled in notes. I then have students pick a few colored pencils at the 
beginning of class that they can doodle with as I review the information. This style of doodling has 
been shown to help students retain information that is reviewed out loud. At a higher level, students 
can directly doodle during lectures. However, I find this to be a level of introduction to the process. 
The embedded questions can be answered as a class, or students can answer the questions 
individually. 

Before Class...

Class Procedure...

ASSIGNING THE LESSON - You can 
assign the presentation in Google 
Classroom (Classwork - Create)  and then 
click make a copy for every student. This 
way, students will each have their own 
lesson to work through, and their own text 
boxes to complete. Just make sure you 
pick “make a copy for each student.” 

Students should click through each slide 
and answer the questions. If you wish to 
make any modifications to the slides, click 
slide - edit master. All text, etc, can be 
edited there. 

Digital Class Procedure...



Name ___________________________
Social Studies

During the 15th century, Portugal (led by Prince Henry the Navigator) began to pay for sailors and 
explorers to voyage around the coast of Africa. The leaders of Portugal wanted to find new routes for 
trade.

The European governments who supported 
and carried out these conquests had many 
beliefs that cause them to justify the violent 
takeover of land and people, and the 
destruction of other cultures.  

If groups of people 

don’t want to change 

to our beliefs, it just 

means that they’re 

uncivilized. 

Read the cartoon bubbles that explain the 
reasoning of those who supported the conquests 
that occurred during the exploration era. 

1. There are many flaws to this reasoning. Why 
were the explorers wrong? 

Our beliefs are 

superior!  

We’re meant to 

murder for this 

land. 

Find a direct sea route to 

India (Asia) - The 

Portuguese wanted to 

gain access to spices 

(pepper, cinnamon, nutmeg 

and cloves) more cheaply. 

Spices were essential for 

food preservation. 

Search for gold The 

Portuguese knew of 

African leaders like 

Mansa Musa who were 

very rich, and they wanted 

to gain access to that 

wealth. Portuguese 

traders wanted to locate 

the source of that gold. 

Capture and enslave 

African people - African 

people could be traded for 

goods and their labor was 

utilized in Europe. While 

slavery was common in 

Africa, it was much 

different than the type of 

new slavery that would 

develop. 


