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What is an e-Portfolio? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

• Educational portfolios offer educators an alternative to traditional forms of assessment strategies 
because portfolio practice is intended to encourage authentic student learning (Klenowski, 1998; 
Johnson, 1996). 

 
• Portfolios can be defined as "a purposeful collection of student work that tells the story of the 

students' efforts, progress, or achievement in (a) given areas" (Arter and Spandel, 1992, p.36) 
 

• A salient characteristic of portfolios is that students go through a process of collection, selection, 
reflection and evaluation. Perceived benefits of portfolios include: the opportunity for students to 
work in teams, encouraging the development of self-reflection skills, and allowing students to 
monitor their progress and achievement. Educators believe that portfolios allow students to think 
critically, and become active, independent and self-regulated learners (Perry, 1998; Mills-Courts & 
Amiran, 1991). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What kinds of e-Portfolio systems exist today? 
“Today’s electronic portfolio, or e-Portfolio, is much like the Course Management System (CMS) of 1997 - there 
is not yet a coherent understanding of functional requirements, design specifications, or how and to what extent 
an electronic portfolio might benefit teaching and learning, certification of student work, how accreditation 
works.” ~ Greenberg (2003) at http://with.iupui.edu/WhitePaper/whitepaperV1_0.pdf

“Since the mid-90s, the term "e-Portfolio" or "electronic portfolio" has been used to describe collections of 
student work at a Web site”. ~ Trent Batson, The Electronic Portfolio Boom: What's it All About? S y l l abus  
Magaz ine ,  Tue., Mar. 23, 2004 h t tp : / / www. s y l l abus .com/a r t i c l e .asp? id=6984

Reflection on Practice   
 

1. How do you implement student reflection as a way towards deeper learning? 
2. How can you build on the fact that most student work is now created and stored digitally? 
3. How can you implement the strengths of portfolios - even though Georgian does not have an  

e-Portfolio system in place? 
4. How can an e-Portfolio improve the way you assess student learning? 

 
************************************************************************************************** 
 
How can an e-Portfolio support reflection? 
 
For students, an e-Portfolio makes learning visible to themselves, classmates, their teacher, and others.   
E-Portfolios not only require students to identify and reflect on meaningful experiences related to their 
academic subject(s), but also affords them opportunities to illustrate other intellectual pursuits important to 
their lives.  Additionally, the process of selecting portfolio artifacts engages students' creative and strategic 
thinking on how to best represent their ideas and experiences to others.  This process and the portfolio itself 
offer teachers insights into student learning and an opportunity to assess that learning in a way that is quite 
different than testing. 
 
A successful e-Portfolio project at Georgian College cannot depend on an in-house data-base driven 
service (we don’t have one).  An alternative is for a simpler scaled-down e-Portfolio placed on disk  (CD) 
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using folders to organize content and HTML to link the digital elements.  Students build a portfolio 
containing all work, including notes, diagrams, peer responses, final revisions, and teacher comments. A 
typical e-Portfolio might be centered on a substantial reflective hypertext essay where a single student or a 
collaborative group synthesize and publish their thinking and writing, thereby demonstrating learning as 
both process and product.   
 
It is essential for the instructor to know the skill levels of his/her students and to clearly define the project 
goals, specific objectives, parameters, timeline, and evaluation method(s).  It is also important to provide 
resources that help students to accomplish e-Portfolio construction tasks such as file management and 
formats, using presentation software, graphics creation, scanning, video capture, digital cameras, web page 
creation, and the saving of electronic communications such as e-mails or online group discussions. Many 
younger students will have some or all of these skills while older students may not.  By asking students 
work collaboratively in groups the technical skills will be more available as shared assets.   
 
An e-Portfolio project provides an area for knowledge building and can replace traditional testing as a way 
of assessing learning.  By having students engage in a long term project (use milestones to prevent 
lagging) the e-Portfolio provides the opportunity for students to organize and reflect on their learning.  The 
reflection process can be expressed in varied ways, through writing, hyperlinks, charts & graphics, mind 
maps, drawings and photos, video clips and so on.  
 
E-Portfolios: the big picture 
 

“More and more institutions are encouraging -- or even requiring -- students to create "electronic 
portfolios" that highlight their academic work and help them reflect on their campus experiences. 
Essentially, an e-portfolio is an extensive résumé that links to an online repository of a student's 
papers, problem sets, pictures from study-abroad stints, and anything else that demonstrates the 
student's accomplishments and activities.” (Young, 2002) 

 
As Young points out the future for e-Portfolios is in online repositories.  With an online repository it becomes 
possible to build e-Portfolios that represent more than just a single course project.  As Georgian works to integrate 
its new Banner system and Blackboard it seems we are several years away from implementing a systems solution 
to e-Portfolio management.  However, some colleges have already set up campus wide e-portfolio systems. One 
example is Alverno College, which since 1999 has required all new students to create a diagnostic digital portfolio.  
The state of Minnesota maintains eFolio, a multimedia electronic portfolio designed to help learners create a living 
showcase of their education, career and personal achievements. 
 
The 5 steps 
 
e-Portfolios are built using five general steps: reflect, collect, select, build, publish. 
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