
 

The Complete Work of Love  
Genesis 44 

  
 

   Series:  Genesis 

Objective: Observe the complete work of God’s love over our lives.    

Verse to memorize: “Then Judah said, “What shall we say to my lord? What shall we speak? Or how 
shall we clear ourselves? God has found out the iniquity of your servants;” Genesis 44:16a  

Introduction: Even though we have seen in Joseph an example of a faithful servant, we should 
remember there is not one who is righteous, nor one who is good.  (Rom. 3:10-11)  Joseph 
premeditatedly puts a deceitful plan in place to keep Benjamin and send his other brothers back to 
Canaan.  But beyond Joseph’s distorted plan, God has a perfect plan.    
 
Vs. 1-10 God’s mercy redeems  
 
What did Joseph ask his steward to put in the youngest brother’s sack? ___________________________ 
What was the first question that the steward should ask Joseph’s brothers when he would catch up to 
them outside of the city? ________________________________________________________________ 
What deceitful lie did Joseph want to say about his silver cup? ___________________________________ 
When Joseph's brothers are accused, what are the two sentences that they invoke on themselves for 
believing themselves innocent? ___________________________________________________________ 
Trusting in our own righteousness makes us think that the worst sentence, death, is not for us. But we 
have all sinned (Rom 3:23). We are guilty of sin and we deserve eternal death. 
Which of the sentences does Joseph’s steward eliminate on whom is guilty? ________________________ 
The mercy of God in Christ Jesus redeems (rescues) us from the wages we deserve for our sin. 
 
Vs. 11-16 God’s mercy reproves  
 
Taken by the need to examine themselves, how does each brother open his sack? ___________________ 
Where was the silver cup found? __________________________________________________________ 
What did Joseph’s brothers do then? _______________________________________________________ 
When they found the money in the sacks, during their first trip, Joseph’s brothers were afraid, (Gen. 
42:28, 35).  They solved their fear by moving away from Egypt.  But now, there is no way out; Joseph’s 
brothers have been found guilty and are condemned to live in servitude the rest of their days.  Tearing 
clothes is the ultimate expression of sadness and humiliation in a situation without remedy.   
The brothers in the presence of Joseph, knowing they are humiliated and guilty, recognize that there is 
nothing they can s_______, s_______ or how to c_______ themselves.  
In front of whom has their iniquity been exposed? ____________________________________________ 
Upon awakening their conscience, the brothers recognized their sin against Joseph (Gen. 42:21).  Now, 
the grace of God has reproved them to recognize that their sin is first before God. 
 
Vs- 17-34 God’s love restores  
 
What was Joseph trying to do to separate his family? __________________________________________ 
What did Judah know would happen if the young lad (Benjamin) left his father? ____________________ 
If a disaster occurred to Benjamin, how would Jacob's gray hair descend to the grave? _______________ 
To who was Jacob's life bound? ___________________________________________________________ 
Why does Judah plea to Joseph that he should take Benjamin's place as his servant? _________________ 
 ____________________________________________________________________________________ 
Judah was despised by his father. His mother was not loved by his father (Gen. 29:32, 34; 30:20). 
Rachel's children were his favorites. Jacob never grieved for Simeon as he did for Joseph or as he 
threatened to do for Benjamin. Judah did not consider what would happen to his father when he got rid of 
Joseph years ago; but now, seeks mercy for the one who hurt him. God, in his mercy, has restored 
Judah's relationship with his father over any injury. Joseph, upon seeing him, can no longer think of 
separating himself from this transformed family; and so what he does then is restores his relationship with 
his brothers (Gen. 45: 1-3). 
 


