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Aspidoscelis gularis semptemvittata: a Misspelled  
Name for a Subspecies of Common Spotted Whiptail 
(Squamata: Teiidae) in the State of Jalisco, Mexico

In a recent review of oviposition sites for lizards of the 
genus Aspidoscelis (Squamata: Teiidae), Hernández-Gallegos 
et al. (2021) cited a natural history note by Rodríguez-Canseco 
et al. (2013) published in Herpetological Review pertaining to 
a nest under a rock presumed to be that of Aspidoscelis gularis 
(Common Spotted Whiptail). The latter publication described 
“…a litter of 8 hatchlings…” found on “…Cerro la Mesa, in the 
town of Temacapulín, in the municipality of Cañadas de Obregon, 
Jalisco, México (21.199797°N, 102.708274°W, datum WGS84; elev. 
1745 m).” The citation of Rodríguez-Canseco et al. (2013) by 
Hernández-Gallegos et al. (2021) serves as a reminder that the 
contents of many, if not most, notes published in Herpetological 
Review will be referenced in subsequent publications. Herein we 
offer clarification and correction of parts of the contents of the 
note by Rodríguez-Canseco et al. (2013).

We concur that a subspecies of A. gularis occurs in the Mexican 
state of Jalisco. However, whether the nest reported by Rodríguez-
Canseco et al. (2013) contained hatchlings of A. gularis (sensu 
Walker 1981a, b), rather than A. costatus occidentalis (sensu 
Zweifel 1961), requires further consideration as no bases for the 
identification were stated. Unfortunately, Rodríguez-Canseco et 
al. (2013) inadvertently used the name A. g. semptemvittata, an 
apparent misspelling of A. g. septemvittata, in the last sentence of 
their report for the referenced subspecies of A. gularis in Jalisco. 
Based on Steyskal (1971) and as further explained by Tucker et 
al. (2016), Aspidoscelis is of masculine grammatical gender based 
on ICZN (1999) Article 30.1.4.2 rather than of feminine gender as 
thought by Reeder et al. (2002). This ICZN application changes 
the suffix of such names as septemvittata from -a to -us.

Treatment of a misspelled name, as addressed by ICZN 
Art. 33.3, can become a source of perpetuated confusion as is 
illustrated by the citation in Hernández-Gallegos et al. (2021). 
Calling attention to a misspelling is most important when it is 
sufficiently distinct from the correct spelling, as in the present 
case, to appear as a distinct form in comparison to cases of 
double versus single letter names and the reciprocal (e.g., 
Aspidoscelis lineatissimus for correct A. lineattissimus, and A. 
tessellatus for correct A. tesselatus). Since there was obviously no 
intention to describe a new taxon without a proper description, 
the name semptemvittata is not a nomen nudum. Actually, the 
correct name A. g. septemvittatus is applicable to a subspecies 
that is only known from southern Texas and northern Chihuahua 
(Walker 1981a, b; Walker et al. 2001). This area is so far removed 
to the east from Jalisco as to make the use of a name that appears 
to be a misspelling of septemvittatus quite inexplicable.

Neither A. g. semptemvittata nor its emendation A. g. 
semptemvittatus have nomenclatural status, in the sense of 
the code, and they cannot be synonyms of A. g. septemvittatus. 
However, a later author could propose a new name, with the 
same emended spelling for a different species and/or subspecies 
in the genus Aspidoscelis.

Acknowledgments.––We thank Jay Savage for guidance to 
the appropriate path for the substance of this article and to the 
appropriate reference in the ICZN code pertaining to misspellings.
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We are looking for photographic images to appear on future covers of HR. To be considered, preferred images should 
have the following qualities:

 •ā  Should be technically superior photographs (e.g., composition, lighting, etc., should be excellent; subject must be 
in focus).

 •ā  Should be taken in vertical format, or, if in landscape format, permit cropping to achieve a vertical orientation 
(2550 × 3300 ppi).

 •ā  Should be based on film or digital media; if the latter, the native resolution must be sufficiently high to permit 
cropping and/or enlargement to print publication quality.

 •ā  Preference will be given to images that depict poorly known species. These could include recently described taxa 
or species for which a color illustration has never been published.

 •ā  Preference will be given to images that communicate some aspect of the biology of the organism (e.g., predation, 
feeding, courtship, crypsis).

 •ā  Images should not have been published previously nor concurrently submitted for publication elsewhere (print or 
electronic media).

Images for consideration should be submitted as low-resolution jpg or pdf files. Do not send full resolution images 
unless requested to do so. All submissions or questions should be directed to the Editor (editor.herpreview@gmail.com).


