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I
t appears that the South-
South and South-East gov-
ernors have finally found 
their voices and the cord of 
brotherhood that were lost 

after the civil war. Once again, 
they have decided to come to-
gether to take their destinies into 
their own hands.

Politics has always divided the 
region with bitter inter-ethnic 
rivalry that has ruined any move 
for economic integration. It is 
not the first time attempts had 
been made to close ranks for the 
good of the people of the two 
regions, but it has always caved 
in. Analyst express pessimism of 
the likelihood of the success of the 
new collaboration, particularly, as 
it is not clear if any measures have 
been put in place to stop the rea-
sons for past failures from striking 
once again at the new platform, 
particularly when electioneering 
for 2019 resumes. This is there-
fore, a challenge to the governors.

However, the new romance 
has been applauded by many 
who say that it is long overdue, 
nevertheless, better late than 
never. It is however, expected 
that the coming together of the 
two zones would go a long way 
in strengthening brotherly ties 
and end the cold war that had 
existed between them since after 
the civil war.

So, in keeping to their words 
after their first meeting in July, 
governors from the South-South 
and South-East geo-political zones 
converged on Port Harcourt, Riv-
ers State for the second meeting 
geared towards charting a better 
understanding and cooperation 
between both regions, as well as, 
infrastructural development.

The forum, which is made up 
of Godwin Obaseki (Edo), Nyesom 
Wike (Rivers), Udom Emmanuel 
(Cross Rivers), who is the Chair-
man of the forum; Dave Uma-
hi (Ebonyi), Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
(Enugu), Rochas Okorocha (Imo) 
Okezie Ikpeazu (Abia) and Ifeanyi 
Okowa (Delta), Ben Ayade (Cross 
Rivers), Willie Obiano (Anambra) 
and Seriake Dickson (Bayelsa 
State) seeks to deliberate on issues  
pertaining to regional, as well as, 
national interest.

Based on the purpose and 
importance of this forum, many 
have condemned a noticeable 
and dangerous in the two meet-
ings held, where a number of 
state governors instead of being 
personally present, have sent 
their deputies as representatives. 
They are of the opinion that it is 
too early for such development to 
become the order of the day.

The governors after the meet-
ing reaffirmed their support for 
the unity of the country, promis-
ing to continue supporting calls 
for the devolution of powers and 
resources to the states and estab-

The South-South and South-East governors addressing journalists after their meeting, recently.
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lishment of state police.
Emmanuel Udom, chairman of 

the forum, at the end of the first 
meeting, had said the governors 
agreed to work together po-
litically and realign the people to 
achieve common heritage, culture 
and affinities.

According to him, they “ex-
amined several issues, including 
security and other topical matters 
dominating national discourse at 
the moment.”

“Nigeria is a country we love; 
we will do all to maintain unity 
of the country. We will follow 
up on how to tackle decay in the 
regions. We touched on security 
issues and must do all possible to 
protect lives. We discussed eco-
nomic issues and collaboration 
with other regions to make sure 
issues of national interest are 
promoted,” he said.

According to him, “they will 
reach out to other regions of the 
country with a view to form alli-
ances and collaborations that will 
promote national interest.”

Last weekend, when the group 
met in Port Harcourt, the host 
governor, Nyesom Wike, said that 
the two regions would continue 
to be “worse off” without collabo-
rating with other regions.

 “As we go into the business of 
this meeting, let us be confident 
in the rightness of our course 
and clear in our considerations 
that we have been and would 
continue to be worse off without 
the will to exploit our political 
and economic complementarities 
to drive our ways into political, 
economic and social prosperity.

 “Above all, we must continue 
to demand for the devolution of 
powers and resources to the states 
as well as the institutionalisation 
of state police, now that there is 
national consensus on these is-
sues,” he said.

According to Wike, “From 
geo-strategic economic perspec-
tive therefore, there is an urgent 
need to establish and link our 
cities with railways and super 
highways; to provide viable and 
affordable flight services between 
our cities, and to ensure that car-
goes are brought into the country 
and the regions through our sea-
ports, jetties and ferry services 
as a veritable means of stimulat-
ing economic growth and social 
progress across our two regions.”

Meanwhile Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi 
at the initial meeting spoke about 
the eastern railway corridor 
which was excluded from the 
national railway network to be 
constructed with a $5 billion 
loan from Chinese Exim Bank. He 
also stated that at the last meet-
ing of the South East governors, 
they voted for a restructured but 
united country and hoped that 
this new forum will adopt the 
same position.

For him, the meeting was 
not only an epochal reunion 
but “home-coming for all of us” 
including Edo and Delta states 
which were in former Mid-West-
ern region, stating that “This 
meeting will fundamentally 
help us to understand and set a 
common regional agenda. The 
essence of government is the 
welfare of the people…It is against 
this background that this meeting 
becomes not only providential 
but essential as both South-East 
and South-South cooperation will 
engender economic prosperity.”

Ugwuanyi further said: 
“Working together, we stand 
to gain our due share from the 
country. As at today, only 9per-
cent of power generated is al-
located to both South-East and 
South-South and tourism is 
under-developed.”

According to him, the Forum 

would deliberate on the welfare 
and security of the two regions, 
bearing in mind that criminals 
criss-cross the regions while 
carrying out their nefarious ac-
tivities.

Citing the deplorable state of 
federal roads in the two zones, 
such as East-West Road in the 
South-South and Enugu-Onitsha 
and Enugu Port Harcourt ex-
pressways in the South-East, 
Ugwuanyi regretted that the two 
zones still suffer infrastructure 
decay.

He equally noted with regrets 
that there were no connecting 
flights between the two regions, 
a development that has hampered 
the socio-economic integration 
and the development of the two 
regions.

“We are meeting as brothers 
to talk about regional integration 
and find lasting solution to inter-
mittent outbreak of inter-state 
clashes arising from boundary 
disputes among the two regions.

“We are also talking about eco-
nomic survival of the two regions 
and look at possible ways of bring-
ing our ingenuity and making 
use of our huge deposit of both 
human and natural resources to 
attain economically viable zones 
in Nigeria.”

The coming together of the 
two geo-political zones at a time 
there are deafening calls for the 
restructuring of the country ap-
pears apt.  

The Enugu State governor 
noted that the Igbo political lead-
ers lent their full support to the 
restructuring of the Federal Re-
public of Nigeria on the basis of 
fairness and equity, calling on 
the Federal Government and all 
Nigerian leaders to commence a 
process of dialogue among Nigeri-
ans on the modalities to achieving 
answer to the question within a 
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reasonable time.
He bemoaned the fact that 

there was no connecting flight 
from Port Harcourt or Cross River 
or any other place in the zone 
without first connecting Lagos. 
He also called for their support 
to persuade the Federal Govern-
ment to include the South-East 
in the loan obtained from China 
Exim Bank for the development 
of eastern corridor, which he 
said stretches from South-East, 
South-South, North Central and 
North East.

Many political analysts have 
said for this union to work and 
achieve its purpose, it must be 
devoid of ills worked against 
such spirit of brotherhood in 
the past. Issues of political differ-
ences, favouritism, superiority 
complex, among others must be 
jettisoned.

Some political observers have 
also expressed the optimism that 
the coming together of these 
eleven states with the possibility 
of the South-West coming along 
with the middle belt would give 
birth to a formidable political bloc 
that would effectively checkmate 
their counterparts from North 
East and North West.

The forum has also been urged 
to use every available means and 
mechanism to address the preva-
lent issues that have held the two 
regions down these many years.

A pundit said: “Looking at 
some of the governors, many 
of them have not excited their 
people by their performances. 
The question remains, how then 
will they perform at this higher 
level of calling because as the 
holy book says, to whom much 
is given, much is expected.’ Truth 
be told, some of the governors are 
being seen as part of the problem 
of their zones, by their actions 
and inactions. The future will tell.
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N
igeria’s health sector is in dire 
straits. Available data show 
that the country has one of 
the worst health records in 
the world. A 2014 World 

Health Organisation (WHO) report on 
healthcare delivery, which surveyed 
200 countries, placed Nigeria at an abys-
mal 197th position, just ahead of Congo 
Democratic Republic, Central African 
Republic (CAR) and Myanmar. Its verdict 
was damning: “Nigeria lacks a serious 
approach to health care.”

That the Nigerian government does 
not see health as a priority is no news as 
this can be clearly seen in the amount 
of money budgeted for the health sector 
over the years.

According to the WHO, for countries 
to effectively fund the health sector, they 
must allocate at least 13 percent of their 
annual budget to the sector. Nigeria, one 

of the 194 member nations of the WHO, 
is a signatory to this recommendation, 
just as it also signed the 2001 Abuja Dec-
laration by all African Union member 
countries. The Abuja Declaration recom-
mended that for the continent to be at par 
with other nations of the world in terms 
of health-care provision, African coun-
tries should allocate at least 15 percent of 
their annual budget to the health sector.

Available figures from BudgIT, a Lagos-
based civic tech organisation, however, 
show that the health sector got an alloca-
tion of a total of N278,819,991,790 in the 
2013 federal budget, representing 6.57 
percent of the government budget for 
the year. In 2014, the figure dropped to 
N264,461,210,950 (or 4.50 percent of total 
budget). The sector got N259,751,742,847 
(3.82 percent of total budget) in 2015, 
and in 2016, a total of 250,062,891,075 
(4.11 percent of total budget) was al-
located to health. In the 2017 federal 
budget, out of a budget of N7.298 trillion, 
N304,109,961,401 (or 4.17 percent) was 
allocated to the health sector to cater for a 

17.1 percent, Zambia 16.4 percent, and 
Burkina Faso 15.8 percent. South Africa’s 
per capita spend on healthcare is about 
seven times more than Nigeria’s, while 
Angola’s is about three times more.

Similarly in 2015, the United States al-
located 20.7 percent of its annual budget 
to health, Germany 19.4 percent, Iran 17.5 
percent, China 12.6 percent, and Turkey 
10.7 percent. The United States is spend-
ing at least $7,000 per citizen on health-
care alone in 2017, just as Switzerland is 
spending $6,000.

At a retreat on immunization, health 
financing and the National Health Act 
earlier in the year, stakeholders in the 
health sector urged the Federal Govern-
ment to allocate 6 percent of the 2017 
budget to health sector, which should be 
increased progressively to 7.5 percent in 
the 2018 budget with a view to attaining 
15 percent by 2026.

Poor infrastructure    
A direct fallout of the grossly inad-

population of over 180 million Nigerians. 
In other words, the country proposes to 
spend about N1,688 on the health of every 
citizen for the whole year, far below an 
annual minimum spend of N6,908 per 
Nigerian recommended by the WHO 
for the country to be seen to prioritise 
healthcare. This year, the federal and 36 
state governments are spending less than 
5 percent of their N13.5 trillion combined 
budgets on public health.

Even the little allocated to the health 
sector, the bulk of it goes to paying health 
personnel, whereas serious public health 
issues get just a little fraction. For in-
stance, of the N304 billion health budget 
for 2017, only N51 billion is allocated to 
capital projects while the rest will go into 
salaries and overheads.

Compared to other countries of the 
world, including even its peers on the 
continent, Nigeria’s health sector budget 
is a far cry. For instance, reports show that 
while Rwanda devoted 18 percent of its 
total 2016 budget to healthcare, Botswana 
budgeted 17.8 percent to health, Malawi 
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A patient receiving treatment in a hospital ward
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in the country, and some of these are said 
to be non-functional at the moment.

In the week ending September 8, 
2016, Nigeria entered a critical stage as 
the last two functional cancer treatment 
machines in the country were reported to 
have packed up, leaving scores of cancer 
patients stranded at the Lagos University 
Teaching Hospital (LUTH).

A BDSUNDAY report of September 9 
titled ‘Nigeria risks more cancer deaths 
as last 2 functional treatment machines 
crash’ projected that the country’s scary 
cancer death ratio might spike following 
the breakdown of the only two functional 
cancer treatment machines in the coun-
try at that time, one in Sokoto and the 
other at LUTH, without a possibility of 
immediate repair.

“We called the engineer from Sokoto. 
It was our own machine and Sokoto that 
were working before. Sokoto has broken 
down, LUTH too has broken down,” Remi 
Ajekigbe, professor of Radiotherapy & 
Oncology and consultant radiotherapist 
and oncologist at the College of Medi-
cine, University of Lagos and LUTH, told 
BDSUNDAY.

“The engineer came down and checked 
the machine after which he said he was 
going to Sokoto to bring something. Actu-
ally, if he brings the something, the ma-
chine would work, but what he is going 
to bring is just a substitute and it’s just 
temporary. He’s supposed to buy it either 
from South Africa or The Netherlands,” 
Ajekigbe said.

But a staff of LUTH, who gave his name 
simply as Victor, said he was not surprised 
that the machine broke down because it 
was overstressed.

“We are overworking the machine. 
We put it on around 6am and it runs 
until 8pm/9pm on a daily basis. This one 
machine attends to 80 to 100 people ev-
ery day. In South Africa, one hospital has 
eight machines and it’s 20 patients to one 
machine,” he said.

Consequently, Nigerians spend $200 
million annually on cancer-related 
medical tourism, sometimes with poor 
outcomes because of late detection. Inci-
dentally, $200 million is the approximate 
amount needed to establish three CCCs 
(at an estimated cost of $63 million per 
unit) or to acquire 300 MCCs (at the cost 
of about $600,000 per unit).

Scary statistics
While poor maternal health indicators 

have been reported in Nigeria since the 
1990s, records show the country is the 
second-largest contributor to under-five 
and maternal mortality rate in the world. 
A recent UNICEF report indicates that 145 
women die daily during childbirth in the 
country. In the country’s worst affected 
areas, 1 in 13 women die during childbirth. 
Nigeria also loses about 2,300 under-five 
year olds every single day, 25 percent of 
whom are newborn babies. And whereas 
only 35 percent of deliveries are attended 
by skilled birth attendants, less than 20 
percent of health facilities offer emer-
gency obstetric care.

More worrisome is the fact that more 
than 70 percent of the estimated under-
five deaths in Nigeria are caused by pre-
ventable or treatable infectious diseases 
such as malaria, pneumonia, diarrhoea, 
measles and HIV/AIDS.

According to a 2015 report from World 
Fact Book, Nigeria records about 72.7 

deaths of infants under one year per 1,000 
live births, whereas Rwanda records 58 
deaths per 1,000 children under five, 
Malawi 42, Gabon 46, Togo 45, Kenya 39, 
and Libya 11.

The figures for cancer are even more 
mind-boggling. Nigeria has a cancer 
death ratio of 4 in 5, one of the worst in 
the world. According to the WHO, over 
100,000 people are diagnosed with cancer 
annually in Nigeria, and about 80,000 
die from the disease, amounting to 240 
Nigerians every day or 10 Nigerians every 
hour dying from cancer as at 2015.

Furthermore, cervical cancer, which 
is virtually 100 percent preventable, kills 
one Nigerian woman every hour. Breast 
cancer now kills 40 Nigerians daily, up 
from 30 daily in 2008. Prostate cancer 
kills 26 Nigerian men daily, up from 14 
daily in 2008. These three common can-
cers alone kill 90 Nigerians daily.

The average life expectancy in Nigeria 
is at 52.

The absence of health emergency re-
sponses means that outbreaks like Lassa 
hemorrhagic fever (LHF), which was 
first described in Nigeria dating back to 
the 1950s, is still killing scores of citizens 
in 2017. A resurgence of the fever in 
November 2015 killed at least 76 victims, 
with over 200 cases across 17 states of 
the federation placed under quarantine 
and observation. During the current 
outbreak which began in December 2016, 
17 Nigerian states have reported at least 
one confirmed case. As at June 9, 2017, 
a total of 501 suspected cases including 
104 deaths had been reported, according 
to WHO. Of the reported cases, 189 had 
been further classified, 175 laboratory-
confirmed including 59 deaths and 14 
probable cases (all dead).

Malnutrition, which accounts for more 
than 50 percent of deaths of under-five 
children in Nigeria, currently affects 11 
million children in Northern Nigeria 
alone.

And despite a global multibillion dollar 
immunization campaign over the past few 
decades that has made most of the world 
polio-free, Nigeria is one of three coun-

tries (alongside Afghanistan and Pakistan) 
where poliomyelitis, a crippling disease, 
remains endemic. Dozens of children be-
come paralyzed and ultimately die from 
the highly infectious disease every year. 
A report cites poor health infrastructure, 
government negligence, and political in-
stability as among the reasons responsible 
for the continued prevalence.

More than 60 million Nigerians are 
said to have various degrees of mental dis-
order, while between 20 and 25 percent 
live with a full-blown mental disorder.

The WHO records that about 90 per-
cent of the 285 million people estimated 
to be visually impaired worldwide live 
in low-income settings like Nigeria. Ac-
cording to the National Blindness and 
Visual Impairment Survey conducted in 
2005-2007, 4.5 million Nigerian adults 
aged 40 years and above are visually 
impaired or blind.

Brain drain in the health sector
Meanwhile, citing poor working envi-

ronment, which implies lack of adequate 
equipment, infrastructure, and medical 
supplies, among other factors, Nigerian 
medical doctors are moving abroad in 
their numbers in search of better work 
opportunities.

At the 5th Moses Adekoyejo Maje-
dunmi Foundation (MAMF) ‘The August 
Event’ held in Lagos August 22, Clare 
Omatseye, president, Healthcare Federa-
tion of Nigeria (HFN), said due to lack of 
investment in health care in the country, 
Nigeria has lost a lot of its good doctors in 
the last couple of decades.

“There are about 37,000 Nigerian 
doctors in diaspora, with about 30,000 
Nigerian doctors in the United States, 
and over 5,000 in the United Kingdom. 
We have almost equal number of doctors 
abroad that we have in country,” she said 
at the event themed ‘Health: A National 
Challenge – Restructuring and Driving 
Sustainable Growth’.

“Currently, we are suffering from 
patients’ drain, where there is a lack of 
confidence in the sector, and people are 

equate budgetary allocation to the health 
sector is the poor state of health infra-
structure across the country. Whereas 
the 2014 National Health Act (NHAct) 
made a case for setting aside 1 percent of 
the Consolidated Revenue of Government 
for establishment and maintenance of 
basic health-care facilities and provision 
of basic healthcare services to all Nige-
rians, this recommendation is yet to be 
activated.

The worst hit in this regard is primary 
health care. Across the states of the fed-
eration, primary health care centres 
(PHCs), which ought to be the first port of 
call for every citizen seeking medical care, 
are either ineffective or moribund, piling 
pressure on the tertiary health facilities. 
Nigeria has a total of 21 federal teaching 
hospitals, 13 specialist hospitals and 22 
federal medical centres (FMCs), mostly 
situated in the state capitals, leaving the 
rural dwellers to depend on quacks or re-
tail druggists commonly called chemists.

Years of neglect, poor funding, inad-
equate equipment and lack of person-
nel combined to deal a death blow on 
the PHCs. With the exception of Lagos, 
Anambra and Rivers States, as well as 
Ogun and Kebbi States which are making 
commendable efforts, the bulk of Nige-
rian states lack functional PHCs.

Since his appointment in 2015, Isaac 
Adewole, minister of health, has at sev-
eral forums said the Federal Government 
was making efforts to strengthen primary 
health care in order to cut the heavy bur-
den on tertiary hospitals having to deal 
with a flood of minor ailments. Specifi-
cally, the minister promised that govern-
ment would “make functional” 10,000 
PHCs in two years – 5,000 in 2016 and 
another 5,000 in 2017 – to be delivered 
at the rate of one per day over 110 days 
starting from May 1, 2016.

“We want the Primary Health Care 
Centre (PHC) to be the first port of call so 
that it will be able to offer the basic care 
that ordinary Nigerians will require,” he 
said in an interactive meeting in Abuja.

BDSUNDAY checks, however, suggest 
that much of these promises are being 
kept in breach. An online search on the 
subject brought up only reports of the 
minister’s promises and not a single re-
port on delivery, even as Nigeria Health 
Watch, an online health advocacy group, 
faulted the minister’s promise of creat-
ing “functional” PHCs, saying creating 
functionality is about creating systems 
that work.

Also direly affected is cancer man-
agement. The alarming death rate from 
cancer in Nigeria is mainly traceable 
to poor infrastructure to deal with the 
problem. Nigeria has no mobile cancer 
centre (MCC) – described as a clinic on 
wheels in which screening, follow-up and 
treatment (including surgeries) can take 
place – thereby denying most Nigerians 
access to basic cancer screening. Likewise, 
the country has no single comprehensive 
cancer centre (CCC), which means that 
most citizens lack access to optimal cancer 
treatment. Radiotherapy, which is one of 
the essential equipment needed to man-
age cases of cancer, is unavailable in most 
tertiary hospitals in Nigeria. As at 2015, 
only four public hospitals and one private 
hospital were said to have such facilities 

Isaac Adewole, minister of health
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now leaving for medical tourism, 
where we lose over $1 billion,” 
she said.

Only recently, Ben Murray-
Bruce, senator representing 
Bayelsa East and founder, Sil-
verbird Group, tweeted that 
“700 Nigerian doctors relocate 
abroad annually because we 
prefer spending $1bn on medical 
tourism than spending it on our 
health sector”.

Some Nigerians who respond-
ed to the senator’s tweet con-
tended that the figure was an 
understatement.

To buttress this point, a recent 
survey by NOIPolls on ‘Emigra-
tion of Nigerian Medical Doctors’ 
found that almost 9 in 10 doctors 
interviewed disclosed they were 
seeking work opportunities 
abroad.

According to the poll carried 
out in partnership with Nigeria 
Health Watch, of 88 percent 
doctors who said they were 
considering work opportunities 
abroad, 91 percent are at junior 
level, followed by 8 percent who 
are mid-level, and 73 percent are 
senior level medical practitio-
ners. Top locations for Nigerian 
doctors seeking work oppor-
tunities abroad include United 
Kingdom 93 percent, United 
States 86 percent, Canada 60 
percent, Saudi Arabia 59 percent, 
Australia 52 percent, and UAE 
29 percent.

“Between now and Septem-
ber, 2,500 doctors will be leaving 
the country for better oppor-
tunities because it has been a 
trend. It is imperative to improve 
and invest in the health sector. 
What happens to the sector if 
all trained doctors emigrate?” 
said Bell Ihua, CEO, NOIPolls, 
said during a panel session with 
stakeholders to discuss the find-
ings.

The poll also rated other rea-
sons some Nigerian doctors are 
seeking overseas job to include 
low work satisfaction 92 percent, 
poor salaries and emoluments 91 
percent, huge knowledge gap 47 
percent, poor quality of practice 
8 percent, and high taxes/deduc-
tions from salary 98 percent.

A bad example
But while the public health 

sector remains poorly funded, 
with its characteristic dilapi-
dated infrastructure, obsolete 
equipment, incessant strikes by 
health workers, lack of profes-
sionalism among health per-
sonnel, among other problems, 
and while millions of Nigerians 
depend on these mostly ill-
equipped public and private 
hospitals for their medical needs, 
often paying through their nose 
to get the required attention, 
Nigerian public officials and 
their families increasingly seek 
medical attention abroad even 
for issues as minute as regular 
health check. 

Other Nigerians with means 

have joined the fray, with the 
country said to lose between $1 
billion and $20 billion annually 
on medical tourism, depending 
on whose figures you choose to 
believe.

Nothing exemplifies this 
anomaly as much as the fact 
that in 2017 alone, President Mu-
hammadu Buhari, the country’s 
number one citizen, has spent 
more than five months receiving 
medical attention in a foreign 
country. Despite promising that 
he would end medical tourism, 
Buhari spent 51 days in London 
earlier in the year (January 
19-March 10) and another 103 
days (from May 7-August 19) 
on medical grounds, making a 
total of 154 days. He had in June 
last year travelled to London to 
treat a “persistent ear infection”, 
despite the country having over 
250 ear, nose, and throat special-
ists and a national ear hospital.

This is even after the State 
House Medical Centre in the 
Aso Rock Villa, built to provide 
health-care services to the presi-
dent and vice-president, their 
families, civil servants working 
in the State House, and some 
notable dignitaries, had gulped 
a total budgetary allocation of 
N4.4 billion in four years (2013-
2016).

The State House Medical 
Centre got N619.9 million in the 
2013 budget, N862.9 million in 
2014, N137.9 million in 2015, and 
a whopping N2.8 billion alloca-
tion in the 2016 budget. For the 
2017 fiscal year, a total of N331.7 
million has been proposed for 
the medical centre in the draft 

Meagre budget for ...

budget, higher than the capital 
allocation to any federal teach-
ing hospital in the country.

Defending the draft 2016 
budget before lawmakers, Jalal 
Arabi, permanent secretary, 
State House, said the initial N3.8 
billion for the State House Clinic 
in the draft 2016 budget sent 
to the National Assembly was 
earmarked for the upgrade of 
the clinic to Centre of Excellence.

“The budget for the State 
House Medical Centre included 
N3.219 billion proposed for the 
completion of on-going work 
as well as procurement of drugs 
and other medical equipment. 
The anticipated improvement of 
the Medical Centre will propel it 
to serve as a Centre of Excellence 
and also reduce medical tour-
ism,” said Arabi.

During the president’s Jan-
uary-March medical trip, Osa-
dolor Ochei, a Benin-based hu-
man rights activist, had told 
BDSUNDAY that the Senate was 
reasonable to have approved 
N2.8 billion for the State House 
Medical Centre in 2016 given 
President Buhari’s promise on 
assumption of office that he 
would discourage overseas med-
ical trips by government officials 
in order to give attention to the 
country’s failing health facilities. 
Subsequent events have, how-
ever, shown that the president’s 
promises were empty rhetoric.

“The N2.8 billion was ex-
pected to improve on the facil-
ity of the Aso Rock clinic. But 
if the president of this country 
cannot improve on a facility 
that is directly meant for him, I 

wonder how he will improve on 
the public facility that is meant 
for the generality of the people of 
Nigeria. That is why every facil-
ity in Nigeria is going comatose,” 
Ochei said.

Need for private sector in-
vestment

In the face of inadequate 
funding by government, experts 
in the health sector have contin-
ued to emphasise the critical-
ity of private investment in the 
sector to meet the considerable 
shortfall in public-sector invest-
ment. Reports have it that some 
private sector groups have long 
been active in Nigeria.

Nigeria Health Watch reports 
that organisations such as the 
Wellbeing Foundation Africa, 
MamaYe Nigeria – E4A, Society 
for Family Health, and Path-
finder International have been 
carrying out interventions to 
help address maternal and child 
health issues in the country, 
while grant-makers like The Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation 
and the TY Danjuma Foundation 
have also consistently commit-
ted resources towards improv-
ing Nigeria’s maternal and child 
health indices.

“In Septemb er 2016, the 
World Bank-supported Saving 
One Million Lives programme 
gave every state in Nigeria, 
including the FCT, $1.5 million 
each to improve maternal, child 
and nutrition health services for 
women and children through-
out the country. Also in 2016, 
the MTN Foundation carried 
out a Maternal Ward Support 
Program where it renovated 24 

maternal centres in six benefi-
ciary states to complement the 
national objective of reducing 
maternal and infant mortality 
in Nigeria,” said Nigeria Health 
Watch.

In the area of cancer aware-
ness and treatment, non-gov-
ernmental organisations, such 
as Mass Medical Mission, which 
pioneered community-based 
mass cervical cancer screening 
campaign in Nigeria, known as 
the National Cervical Cancer 
Prevention Programme (NC-
CPP), which was later renamed 
the National Cancer Prevention 
Programme (NCPP) following the 
incorporation of screening for 
other cancers. Since its establish-
ment in 2007, it is said to have 
directly screened and treated 
over 100,000 Nigerians, and 
through its awareness campaign 
has helped to protect millions of 
Nigerians from cancer; the Com-
mittee Encouraging Corporate 
Philanthropy (CECP-Nigeria), 
a private sector-led tripartite 
(private, social and public sec-
tors) collaboration aimed at 
mobilising Nigerians to unite 
in tackling major national prob-
lems. CECP has a short-term goal 
to acquire and deploy 37 mobile 
cancer centres, one for each state 
and FCT Abuja, which will take 
cancer prevention and early 
treatment to the grassroots, and 
a longer-term goal to spearhead 
the establishment of one com-
prehensive cancer centre in each 
of Nigeria’s geopolitical zones.

In a recent article for Africa 
Renewal, Pavithra Rao report-
ed how billionaires Bill Gates 
and Aliko Dangote have come 
together to fund health-care 
projects in Africa ravaged by 
poor health-care systems, the 
persistence of HIV/AIDS, ma-
laria and tuberculosis, and the 
growth of lifestyle diseases such 
as hypertension, heart disease 
and diabetes.

In 2014, Dangote donated $1.2 
billion to Dangote Foundation, 
which used the money to buy 
equipment to donate to hospi-
tals in Nigeria and set up mobile 
clinics in Côte d’Ivoire. For its 
part, the Bill & Melinda Gates 
Foundation focuses, among 
other projects, on strengthening 
Africa’s health care resources, 
reports Rao.

“In 2016, the Dangote Founda-
tion and the Gates Foundation 
formed a philanthropic dream 
team when they announced a 
$100 million plan to fight mal-
nutrition in Nigeria. The new 
scheme will fund programmes 
to 2020 and beyond, using local 
groups in the northwest and 
northeast Nigeria. The northeast 
has for the past seven years been 
ravaged by the Boko Haram’s 
Islamic militant insurgency, af-
fecting all health care projects 
in the region,” Rao said.

Experts say these interven-
tions must continue if the coun-
try’s health sector is to be sal-
vaged.
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IgnatIus Chukwu

T
he Rivers State po-
lice command has 
moved its theory in 
the escape of a sus-

pected murder and ritualist 
from ‘act of negligence’ to full 
conspiracy. Thus, the police 
have begun arrest of big 
names including a divisional 
police officer (DPO) plus some 
other linked persons outside 
the police.

Suspicion is very high in 
police circles that some per-
sons may have been named 
by the escaping suspect, If-
eanyi Dike, in the ring of 
harvesting human organs 
and selling to members of 
the public. The suspect had 
at least admitted in his early 
statement that he wanted to 
get rich quick.

The suspect was appre-
hended in last week Monday 
at his Mgbuoba area of Port 
Harcourt by vigilante team 
for killing an eight-year-old 
girl, Victory Chikamso. The 
suspect was handed over to 
the police probably to avoid 
a repeat of the Aluu episode 
for which three persons were 
convicted over the jungle jus-
tice on four Uniport students. 

The police later reported 
that Dike, a 200-level Uni-
port student, had escaped. 
This created outrage. The 
police promptly arrested the 
investigating police officer 
(IPO) in the matter, one John 
Bosco, who has been taken 
to court. At that point, the 
commissioner of police, Zaki 
Ahmed, described the case as 
negligence.

Seven days later, the po-
lice has widened its investi-
gations and said they have 
cracked a ring in ritual kill-
ings, saying there is a huge 
case of conspiracy. The Riv-
ers police command said it 

was pained by the dent on 
its image at a time it had 
carried out war on violence, 
kidnapping and armed rob-
bery, arresting at least 70 
suspects and freeing many 
kidnap victims.

Ahmed made it clear that 
the command was not impli-
cated in the escape, saying it 
was the handiwork of some-
one with an interest.

Newsmen who nosed 
around police headquarters 
all through Monday, August 
28, 2017, learnt that the IPO 
had taken the suspect to 
write statement and just a 
few meters later, shouted 

‘help, help’, help’. The police-
men around did not see any 
fleeing suspect to show that 
someone had escaped.

 The police said they 
have arrested a DPO and 
one other while throw-
ing their dragnet wider in 
a case the command said 
they must pursue to the last 
point to prove that it was not 
planned by the command 
but by few policemen with 
an interest.

The police agreed with 
the father of the victim, Er-
nest Nmezuwuba, that the 
matter must be treated with 
the highest sense of urgency 
and importance to reassure 
members of the public that it 
was better to trust the police 
and hand over suspects.

The father admitted that 
the suspect was related to 
him and the landlord as 
an in-law, but wondered 
why the police allowed the 
suspect to escape in the first 
place. A deep police source 
insisted that there was no es-
cape from cell but a carefully 
planned release of a suspect 
in cahoots with some other 
police men and outsiders 
with an interest.

The IPO continued to 
moan in court; “What have 
I done to myself”.

A
s the guber-
natorial elec-
tion in Osun 
State is inching 
closer, a chief-

tain of the All Progressives 
Congress (APC), in Osun 
State, Ogbeni Mukaila Ad-
esoye Oni, has expressed 
confidence in the leadership 
ability of the state Governor, 
Ogbeni Rauf Adesoji Areg-
besola.

Oni, who is an elder of 
a socio-political organisa-
tion, Community Youth 
Development National Net-
works (CYDNN), Osun State 
chapter, also affirmed his 
unflinching loyalty to the 
party under the leadership 
of its state chairman, Hon. 
Adegboyega Famodun, say-
ing, the great party still has 
more dividends of democ-
racy for the good people of 
the state.

In a chat with journalists 
in Osogbo the state capital, 
Oni, expressed optimism 
over APC victory in the 
next year’s election, saying, 
“When the time comes, 
the people themselves will 
analyse the gains of Aregbe-

sola’s government vis-a-vis 
the meagre allocations to 
the state from the Federal 
Allocation and vote for APC 
again.

“If we enumerate the 
achievements of this ad-
ministration under Ogbeni 
Aregbesola with open mind, 
we will all agree that Areg-
besola is a God-sent to the 
good people of the State of 
Osun. Since the advent of 
this government in 2010, 
we have discovered that the 

governor has been squeez-
ing water from stone for us 
to enjoy.

“Nobody can accuse him 
of fraud as he spends every 
available kobo on beneficial 
projects. In fact, his ability 
to turn stone into gold in 
the state is unequalled,” he 
submitted.

When reminded of the 
event of July 8, when the 
opposition won a senato-
rial by-election, the Telemu-
born politician admitted 

seyI John salau that it was really a sad event, 
reminding however, that, 
“politics is about ‘win some 
and lose some’ occasion-
ally,” adding that, “what hap-
pened was just a temporary 
setback from which a lesson 
has been learnt.”

The party stalwart was 
of strong conviction that the 
party is still very strong and 
in charge in the state, stating 
that, “it was the votes of the 
APC members and support-
ers that gave victory to the 
newly inaugurated Senator 
Ademola Adeleke.”

According to him, the 
2018 poll will be a differ-
ent ball game entirely “as 
our loyal members, who 
have reinforced their con-
fidence in the governor 
and party leadership will 
vote en masse for an APC 
candidate.”

While stating that war 
strategies are not disclosed 
in the media for the enemies 
to know, he therefore, urged 
APC members as well as the 
entire good people of Osun 
State to support the party 
and Governor Aregbesola 
to succeed in his onerous 
task of taking the state to an 
enviable height.   

Mukaila

Osun 2018: APC chieftain passes vote of 
confidence in Aregbesola, party leadership

Escape of suspected murderer-ritualist:
Rivers police extend dragnet, arrest big names, uncover conspiracy

sIkIRat shehu, Ilorin                    

T
he Emir of Ilorin and 
chairman, Kwara 
State Traditional 
Council, Ibrahim 

Sulu-Gambari, yesterday 
asked the nation’s leaders to 
device means of reducing the 
escalating cost of food items.

The Emir who lamented 
that it was becoming very 
difficult for Nigerian masses 
to eat three times daily due to 
exorbitant cost of food stuff, 
made the appeal in his Sallah 
message shortly after Eid-el- 
Kabir prayer at the Ilorin Yidi 
praying ground.

The Emir prayed for 
peace, tranquility and re-
suscitation of the nation’s 
troubled economy, “it’s high 
time that our leaders across 
the three tiers of government 
do something about the esca-
lating cost of food stuff.”

He asked God to continue 
to guide the nation’s leaders 
aright so that the task of mov-
ing the nation forward would 
be easier for them.

While urging Nigerians 
to give their leaders neces-
sary support, the monarch 
stressed that rejuvenation 
of the nation’s economy is a 
collective responsibility of all 
Nigerians.

Earlier, in his sermon, 
the Chief Imam of Ilorin, 
Sheikh Mohammed Bashir 
Salihu who led the two- 
rakah prayer, urged the af-
fluent to always cater for 
the needs of the poor masses 
in their localities, just as he 
enjoined public office holders 
across the country to make 
deliberate efforts towards 
ameliorating the suffering of 
the Nigerian masses.

Salihu therefore asked 
Muslims to continue to co- 
habit peacefully with the 
adherents of other faiths, 
saying that Islam abhors 
violence in all ramifications.

At Issa Elelu mosque 
along Murtala Mohammed 
Way, Ilorin, Imam Abubakar 
Waliy- Kamal, reminded 
Nigerian leaders that they 
are holding offices in trust for 
the electorate.

He advised them to rule 
with fear of God and attend 
promptly to the yearnings of 
those who elected them into 
office, adding that they shall 
in the hereafter give account 
of their stewardship before 
their creator.

The Imam als urged Mus-
lims to reflect on the import 
of Eid-el Kabir and imbibe 
the spirit of sacrifice, toler-
ance and obedience that 
brought about the festival.

Sallah celebration: Emir of Ilorin calls 
for adjustment of cost of food items

Zaki Ahmed

akInRemI FeyIsIpo, Ibadan 

O
yo State Govern-
ment has com-
missioned the 5.5 
kilometers recon-

structed and rehabilitated 
Mobil-Oluyole-Wema Bank, 
Apata Road with Associated 
Bridge Works in Ibadan. 

The road is expected to 
ease the traffic burden expe-
rienced by the people of the 
area as well as enhance the 
socio-economic development 
of the state.

Speaking at the commis-
sioning which witnessed the 
first public outing of the 21 
new Obas, and also the Moga-
jis, community and religious 
leaders, security service com-
manders, transport union 
members as well as other 
stakeholders held at Oluy-
ole Junction, Mobil Area, 
Ring Road Ibadan, Governor 
Abiola Ajimobi said: “We are 
not just building roads, we 
are building multiple road 
network systems which are 
important for the enhance-
ment of the socio-economic 
development of the state. 
We do not just dream, we 
ensure the actualisation of 
the dream. We do not just 
plan but we execute our plan. 

What we are witnessing here 
today is the result of a careful 
plan which was executed in 
the course of our modernis-
ing Oyo State.   

“We thank God for seeing 
the completion of another 
dream come true and this 
is to alleviate the traumatic 
experiences of commuters 
and residents of this area. 
We saw the need to con-
struct major and entry roads 
within Ibadan and across 
the state such as Saki, Iseyin, 
Ogbomoso and Oyo as well 
as Ibarapa axis and we have 
done this.”

“As a result of our serene 
environment and devel-
opmental projects, foreign 
investors have started mas-
sive investments in Oyo State 
which is not only one of the 
five most investment-friend-
ly states but one of the only 
five to attract investments 
this year in Nigeria. We ap-
preciate the people of the 
state for their patience and 
endurance whenever there 
are ongoing projects. We also 
commend the management 
and staff of the Ministry of 
Works and Transport as well 
as the contractor of this proj-
ect for delivering the project 
within the scheduled period,” 
the governor added. 

Ajimobi commissions 
5.5km Oluyole road
…Restates regard for Olubadan, traditional institution
…Asks monarch to be apolitical 



News
For multiple levies, table water 
producers threaten to leave Lagos
JOSHUA BASSEY & 
ODINAKA ANUDU

L
agos State risks 
losing investors in 
table water pro-
duction to neigh-
bouring Ogun and 

Oyo States on the back of 
multiple levies that are suf-
focating businesses and hit-
ting hard on their bottom-
line.

“O u r  m e mb e r s  a re 
poised to relocate to Ogun 
and Oyo. We have 2,600 
members, with each em-
ploying at least 20 work-
ers,” Clementina Ativie, 
president, Association of 
Table Water Producers of 
Nigeria (ATAWAP), Lagos 
State chapter, said in Lagos.

“We want to clearly 
know what to pay annually 
and to whom. Government 
should ensure that one cen-
tral body collects the taxes 
in an orderly manner and 
we will prevail on some of 
our members who have left 
to return to Lagos. We have 
the market here,” Ativie said.

She said the group has 
complained severally and 
petitioned the government 
on the issue of multiplicity of 
levies imposed by different 
agencies of the government 
with overlapping functions 
and roles but all to no avail.

She said the group was 
prepared to move out en 
masse to get a hub in Ogun 
State, saying that this would 
cost Lagos State about N1bil-
lion in revenue.

Lagos is Nigeria’s eco-
nomic capital and fifth big-
gest economy in Africa, 
hosting thousands of busi-
nesses, including multi-
nationals. However, it is 

hobbled by multiple taxation, 
which is forcing businesses 
to consider a more favour-
able Ogun State. Certainty 
of taxation is an important 
canon used by investors to 
determine how friendly or 
hostile a business environ-
ment is. 

One manufacturer told 
BDSUNDAY that in one day, 
21 different tax and levy 
collectors stormed his fac-
tory, making unnecessary 
demands.

Data generated from the 
Manufacturers Association 
of Nigeria (MAN) show that 
Ogun State got 69.9 percent 
(N313.62 billion) of total man-
ufacturing investment (N449 
billion) in the second half (H1) 
of 2016.

In the first six months 
of 2016, N165.61 billion was 
invested by manufacturers 
in Nigeria but 33 percent of it 
(N54.55 billion) went to Ogun, 
highest among all the zones.

Out of the N180.12 bil-
lion invested in the whole 
of manufacturing and agro-
allied industries in Nigeria 
in the first six months of 
2015, N128.3 billion went 
to Ogun, representing 71.23 
percent. The Ikeja and Apapa 
industrial zones in Laos got 

only N15.74 billion and N6.98 
billion respectively.

In 2014, investors pumped 
in N691.77 billion, out of 
which N514.87 billion went 
to Ogun State, representing 
74.42 percent.

Apapa and Ikeja in Lagos 
contributed N15 billion and 
N85 billion in investments, 
which represent 15 percent 
of the total within the period 
under review.

“We are happy with Ogun 
because of incentives from 
the government. It is also 
becoming more attractive,” 
said Frank Udemba Jacobs, 
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T
he Catholic Bishop 
of Umuahia Dio-
cese, Most Rev. 
Lucius Ugorji has 

said that no clamour for 
restructuring, Republic of 
Oduduwa or Biafra can 
succeed without love and 
unity of purpose.

Bishop Ugorji,  who 
made this observation in 
a Eucharistic mass at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Parish, 
Isieke, Umuahia, Abia State 
during his pastoral visit 
which also witnessed the 
meeting of Umuahia Di-
ocesan Council of Catholic 
Men Organisation (CMO), 
said without the above 
stated ingredients, human 
relationship was bound to 
collapse.

 He observed that in Ni-
geria, there were many dis-
cordant tunes, some singing 
for disintegration, division/
separation, some clamour-
ing for unity, while others 
are calling for restructuring, 

‘No agitation for separation can succeed 
without unity of purpose’

pointing out that even if 
Oduduwa Republic or Bi-
afra was actualised, without 
love and unity of purpose, it 
would be a flop.

The Catholic Clergy not-
ed that what is important 
today in Nigeria is love and 
unity, adding, “We should 
open our hearts to receive 
one another, seeing those 
things that will make us 
work together and not those 
things that will divide us. 
The mission of the Church 
is communion, community, 
having one heart and one 
mind.”

The Diocesan President 
of CMO, Bernard Nwogu, in 
his remarks said the aim of 
CMO was to evangelise and 
sensitise the public so that 
the Catholic doctrine would 
be practised as stipulated.

Nwogu charged the CMO 
members to serve as the 
heads of their families; love 
their wives and children 
according to the doctrines 
of the Church and dictates 
of Christ.

Earlier in a welcome ad-
dress jointly signed by the 
Chairman Parish Council, 
Patrick Ezionye; Secretary 
Parish Council Innocent 
Nwachukwu and Parish 
Priest, Rev. Fr. Tobias Ukeh, 
they expressed the wish 
of the CMO to Christianise 
new yam festival.

The address presented 
to Bishop Ugorji read: “My 
Lord, initiated by the parish 
CMO, and approved by the 
parish priest, we celebrated 
New Yam festival with mass 
on the evening of the As-
sumption of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary this year.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

BOlA BAmIGBOlA, Osogbo

Factory were table water is being produce

president of MAN in 2016.
The Lagos State tate gov-

ernment is, however, seen 
taking measures to contain 
the situation. The state min-
istry of finance is consulting 
with relevant stakeholders 
with a view to harmonising 
taxes and levies collected by 
different agencies.

Akinyemi Ashade, the 
state commissioner for fi-
nance, said the consultations 
are borne out of concerned 
about continued complaints 
by businesses and that the 
government has resolved to 
deal the situation.  

…state harmonising taxes to arrest situation

Ugorji

G
overnor Okezie 
Ikpeazu of Abia 
has said that not-
withstanding that 

some of the aspirations of 
the founding fathers of the 
state have not been met, 
the state will continue to 
depend on God for the reali-
sation of such heart desires.

Ikpeazu expressed the 
optimism during the 26th 
Anniversary of the creation 
of the state.

Speaking at a special 
church service at the Mater 
Dei Cathedral, Umuahia 
to mark the occasion, the 
governor thanked God for 
the many endowments He 
has blessed the state with. 
He expressed gratitude 
to God for blessing Abia 
with great sons, including 
the late Johnson Thomas 
Umunnakwe Aguiyi Ironsi, 
Michael Okpara and a host 

‘Abia will continue to depend on God for 
actualisation of founding fathers’ dreams’

of others who made positive 
contributions to the state 
and nation at large.

The governor noted that 
it was only through God 
that succour, protection and 
blessings could come.

In his homily, the Catho-
lic Bishop of Umuahia Dio-
cese, Most Rev, Lucius Ugorji 
said the 26th anniversary of 
Abia State was an occasion 
for sober reflection on “our 
attitude and a time to cast a 
critical glance on areas we 
have not done well so as to 
recommit ourselves to the 

building of an egalitarian 
Abia.”

He blamed the nation’s 
problems on leadership 
and called on the political 
class to rise and provide 
responsible leadership to 
meet the aspirations of 
the people.

He also attributed most 
of the problems bedeviling 
the country to moral bank-
ruptcy and called for a re-
turn to God and the spiritual 
renewal of the value system 
as an enduring solution to 
the country’s distress.

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

…as cleric blames Nigeria’s woes on leadership

Ikpeazu

Ooni calls for better understanding 
of African cultural beliefs

A
s preparations 
towards 2017 
year’s Olojo fes-
tival gather mo-

mentum, the Ooni of Ife, 
Oba Adeyeye Ogunwusi 
has called for total repack-
aging of African culture to 
remove negative tag put 
on cultural beliefs of the 
black race.

The monarch said con-
trary to the view of many 
people within and outside 
the continent, dieties and 
forebears of the Africans 
were all servants of God, 
who did exceptionally well 
in delivering on the man-
date given to them by God.

Speaking in his palace 
during the media launch 
of 2017 Olojo Festival, Ooni 
Ogunwusi, who gave his-
torical background of the 
festival, disclosed that dur-
ing Olojo, the Are crown, 
regarded as the oldest 
crown, is worn by Ooni.

According to him, Olojo 
is the celebration of the 
first dusk and dawn, add-
ing that during the festival, 
Ooni will wear Are crown 
and take a trip to Oke Mo-
gun where the first dusk 
and dawn happened.

Declaring Olojo a global 
festival, Ooni Ogunwusi 

called for proper education 
of the younger generation 
on the significance of ma-
jor cultural celebrations of 
Yoruba people.

Highlighting activities 
and events lined up to 
make this year’s festival 
a rewarding outing for 
tourists and participants 
alike, Ooni said 2017 Olojo 
will feature reorientation 
workshop for the youth on 
culture, football competi-
tion, ayo Olopon, fashion 
show and traditional musi-
cal night.

The Ooni is expected to 
move into a 7-day seclu-
sion to commune with his 
ancestors and pray for the 
nation before the grand 
finale of Olojo slated for 
30th of September.

Oba Adeyeye Ogunwusi
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News 
Lagos takes fight against domestic, 
sexual violence to grassroots

T
o raise awareness and 
sensitise residents on the 
dangers of domestic and 
gender-based violence, 
child abuse and rape, the 

Lagos State Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Response Team (DSVRT) 
has taken the campaign against do-
mestic and gender-based violence 
to the grassroots with an awareness 
walk held recently at the Epe Local 
Government Area of the state.

The team lead, Keziah Awosika, 
gave talks during the walk, educat-
ing  the people of Epe on the Lagos 
State Government ‘s  zero- tolerance 
policy for sexual and gender -based 
violence.

Awosika urged the paramount 
ruler of Epe Kingdom, Oba Shefiu 
Olatunji Adewale to warn parents 
to desist from sending children 
out to hawk for them especially 
during school hours as this act is 
tantamount to child abuse and it is 
punishable under Lagos State Law.

In his response, the traditional 
ruler promised to set up a Task Force 
that would rid Epe community of 
the menace. He also assured the 
Lagos State Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Response Team (DSVRT) 
of his continued support and co-
operation in the fight against Child 
Abuse. The Chairman of Epe Local 
Government, Adesanya Adedoyin, 
who also participated in the walk, 
commended the State Government 
for the awareness and promised to 
implement the agenda of the pres-
ent administration on domestic 
abuse and gender violence at the 
local level.

The walk had two paramount 
rulers of Epe, Oba Shefiu Olatunji 
Adewale (the Olu of Epe )and Oba 
Kamoru Ishola Animashaun (The 
Oloja of Epe)  participating and at-
tracted over 300 participants from 
all walks of life-  artisans, teachers, 
market women, religious bodies, 
NYSC, NGOs, NURTW officials, 
community health workers and 
members of the Nigerian Bar As-
sociation (NBA).

The walk took off from Oba 
Adewale’s palace on Lagos Road to 
Marina road down to the Round-
about and up to Ayetoro market 
with the traditional ruler participat-
ing. Another traditional ruler, Oba 
Ishola Animashaun joined the 
walk, leading from the market to 
Cele Bus-Stop to his palace.

While admonishing partici-

Anchor, University of Colorado partner 
on learning, research

A
nchor University is set 
to launch a laboratory 
in collaboration with 
the University of Colo-

rado as part of the drive to make 
the University a powerhouse in 
mathematical science, statistical 
analysis and data science.

The centre, which will be 
named AU Laboratory for Inter-
disciplinary Statistical Science 
and Data Analysis (AULISSDA), 
is slated to be inaugurated on 
Monday, September 4, 2017. 
During the inauguration, a lec-
ture titled ‘The Extraordinary 
Potential of Data Science and 
Statistical Collaboration’ will be 
delivered by Eric Vance, a pro-
fessor of Applied Mathematics 
and director of the Laboratory 
for Interdisciplinary Statistical 
Analysis (LISA) at the University 
of Colorado.

According to the speaker, sta-
tistics and data science are crucial 
to advancing research and pro-
moting economic activities. In his 
words, “…through collaborations 
with statisticians, the extraor-
dinary power of statistics can 
transform data into impactful 
research conclusions, improved 
business practices, and empiri-
cally based policy decisions.”

The Vice Chancellor, Profes-
sor Joseph Afolayan, speaking on 
the initiative, said Anchor Uni-
versity would always welcome 
collaboration and partnership 
that are designed to promote 
scholarly activities. “We have 
a huge vision to run with as a 
University and this initiative has 
come as one of the tools that will 
help us in achieving that vision. 
We want AUL to be a hub of 
scientific research in no distance 
time,” he said.

While addressing the Fac-
ulty members on the project, 
the Dean of the Faculty of Na-
tional and Applied Sciences, 
Prof Johnson Fatokun said the 
centre would not only enhance 
and promote research in An-
chor University, but it will also 
encourage the application of the 
research in real life situations 
and empower Anchor Univer-
sity’s students with special skills 
that will stand them out among 
their peers.

At the inauguration, Anchor 
University will become the 7th 
statistical laboratory set-up by 
the LISA 2020 programme whose 
mandate is to create 20 statistical 
collaboration laboratories in devel-
oping countries by the year 2020.

RCCG dedicates dominion mega family 
worship centre in A/Ibom

I
t was a day to remember with 
a sense of fulfillment and hap-
piness when members of the 
Redeemed Christian Church 

of God (RCCG) in Akwa Ibom State 
on Sunday August 27 dedicated the 
Dominion Mega Parish in Afaha 
Etok in Ibesikpo Local Government 
Area of the state.

Located behind the prestigious 
Ibom Tropicana entertainment 
centre which is within Uyo me-
tropolis, the magnificent church 
building which serves as the 
province headquarters parish is 
also known as Dominion Family 
House.

The dedication service was 
attended by the top leadership of 
the church and dignitaries from 
all walks of life including the Gen-
eral Overseer of the church, Pastor 
Enoch Adeboye represented by 
Pastor Johnson Odeola, the as-
sistant general overseer (AGO) in 
charge of administration and per-
sonnel) in addition to other senior 
elders of the church amidst songs  
and celebration.

Seen as an architectural mas-
terpiece, the new church build-
ing has many facilities including 
offices, stores, elevated platform 
and finished with latest interior 
decorations.

In his message, Odeola called on 
Christians to be forward-looking 
in their service to God, adding 
that when the foundation of the 
church was laid three years ago, 
its completion looked like some-
thing that would be impossible to 

ANIEFIOK UDONQUAK, Uyo

Walk against rape, domestic violence, child abuse 

Anchor varsity gets JUPEB nod to begin foundation programme

T
he Joint University Pre-
liminary Examinations 
Board (JUPEB) has ap-
proved Anchor Univer-

sity’s request to begin the founda-
tion programme for the 2017/2018 
session.

The Dean, Faculty of Natural 
and Applied Sciences and Direc-
tor of Academic Planning, Prof 
J.O. Fatokun while breaking the 
news to the University’s commu-
nity said, “the approval is a proof 
that the body (JUPEB) recognises 
that Anchor University has the 
required resources and facilities 
to deliver quality training in 
Nigeria.”

Speaking further, Prof. Fa-
tokun said it means “Anchor 
University is ready for admission, 
training and presentation of can-
didates for the Joint University 
Preliminary Examination Board 
(JUPEB) examinations in 2018 
which will allow successful can-
didates to earn a result equivalent 
to an A-level certificate.”

 Also, they will resume at 
200-Level in Anchor University 
and other Universities involved 
in the programme across the coun-
try. Earlier in the year, a team led 
by the Registrar of JUPEB, Prof 
Duro Ajeyalemi, had commended 
the quality of facility already on 

the ground in Anchor University 
during the visit.

From the smart classrooms and 
interactive teaching aids to the 
well-equipped laboratories and 
library, the team heaped praises 
on the school proprietor and Man-
agement before giving the nod.

As it stands, prospective stu-
dents can now visit Anchor Uni-
versity’s website, aul.edu.ng, to 
register for the programme after 
which they will be invited for 
screening. Lectures for the pro-
gramme begin in October 2017 
and will be concluded next year 
with a nation-wide examination 
to be organised by the body.

General Manager Terrestrial services (NAMA)  Engr  Mojisola Dokun, MD/CEO  Nigerian Airspace Management Agency 
(NAMA) Capt. Fola Akinkuotu, received  a plague from  Past President (APWEN) Engr Idiat Amusu, Engr (Mrs) Terese 
Iheanachor and in Coming National president Association of Professional Women Engineers of Nigeria (APWEN) Engr 
(Mrs.) Felicia Agubata, during the Courtesy visit of (APWEN) to Nigerian Airspace Management Agency (NAMA) in Lagos

pants and residents after the 
Walk, the coordinator of the 
Lagos State Domestic and Sexual 
Violence Response Team (DSVRT), 
Titilola Vivour-Adeniyi, said 
the State Government would 
not rest until incidents of sexual 
and gender-based violence are 
brought to zero.

‘’We will not rest until we eradi-
cate sexual and gender-based vio-
lence in Lagos State. We therefore, 
enjoin all members of the commu-
nity to see themselves as mandated 
reporters. If you see something, say 
it’’, Vivour-Adeniyi said.

Communication materials to 
inform the people of their rights 
and the provisions under the law 
on violence and where to get help 
in the event of an incident were 
distributed at the event.

achieve.
Odeola, who took his message 

from Isaiah 43: 18-19, also urged 
members not to allow success to 
lead them astray, reminding them 
that God is always there to do new 
things in the lives of the people

He confirmed that over 90 per-
cent of the funds used in the con-
struction of the worship centre  
was raised by the worshippers, 
noting that it is possible to do things 
that many would think it would 
not be possible.

“I am happy that this happened 
through team work, we can do 
what ordinary human beings said 
it was impossible,” he said.

Fielding questions from journal-
ists on the essence of the church in 
society, the cleric said the church 
has a duty to continuously teach 
the people to see themselves as the 
salt and the light of the world, add-
ing that salt cannot be good until it 
is applied.

He urged worshippers to be ex-
emplary in conduct and character, 
striving always for excellence and 
showing integrity in the conduct 
of their business and always be 
ready to assist the needy at any 
given time.

“We are teaching something 
that will stand the test of time to 
make us to be salt and the light in 
the society,” he said.

Monday Udofia, chairman of 
the dedication planning committee, 
said the Dominion Model Parish as 
it was first called came into exis-
tence on 14th October, 1995 during 
the first anniversary of Abundance 
Parish taking off at a rented apart-
ment in the state capital.



News 

ness and empathy because 
my father works and lives 
only 30 minutes away from 
the bomb site, yet I was so 
far from understanding how 
the people on the margins of 
society live, and the struggles 
that they face,” Timi said. 

His visits to the school 
became regular and then 
he started to donate books. 
Now, he has donated more 
than a hundred books of 
various kinds to the school’s 
library. 

For the current parish 
priest and community head, 
Rev. Fr. Raphael Imelo: “The 
contributions of System-
Specs and Timi Ayoh are a 
thing of joy and a boost in the 
efforts to educate posterity.” 

6 years after Boko Haram attack, SystemSpecs, 
youth bring joy to St. Theresa’s Catholic Madalla

The library is named after 
Oluwatimilehin Ayoh. “The 
entire community here is 
delighted that God brought 
our way someone like Timi 
who has given us so much 
joy,” said Rev. Fr. Imelo

Now twenty years old, 
Timi, has taken the St. The-
resa’s community as his. It 
is his desire to significantly 
contribute to the resolution 
of the problem of religious 
violence and intolerance in 
Nigeria. “The tragic bombing 
of St. Theresa’s sparked a fire 
in my spirit. I am not done 
yet,” he said.

“As an organisation, we 
consider this stride as one 
of our contributions to the 
furtherance of the Nigerian 

project,” said Uche Obiofuma, 
Divisional Head, Branch 
Management of System-
Specs, the sponsors of the 
initiative.

“It is our belief that by 
advancing the acquisition of 
knowledge and the creation 
of a conducive learning en-
vironment, we are helping to 
secure a bright and reward-
ing future for our beloved 
country,” Obiofuma added.

SystemSpecs is a leading 
financial technology firm in 
Nigeria and is widely known 
for its flagship product, Re-
mita, the electronic payment 
platform that helps individu-
als, businesses and govern-
ments to easily receive and 
make payments.

C
haos in all direc-
t ions ,  missing 
ro ofs,  burning 
buildings, cars and 
people. There was 

blood even on the statue of 
Mary,’ said Rev. Fr. Isaac Achi, 
a former parish priest of St. 
Theresa’s Catholic Church 
Madalla that was bombed by 
the Boko Haram on Christ-
mas day in 2011. 

Six years after the inci-
dent which claimed forty-
four lives and destroyed 
many property, help has 
come the way of St. Theresa’s 
Catholic community as its 
school recently got a new 
ultra-modern library.

Although funded by Sys-
temSpecs, the developers of 
Remita, the idea of the con-
struction was birthed by Olu-
watimilehin Michael Ayoh, a 
young undergraduate who 
at the time was merely 14 
years old. Although he was 
not sure of how he could help 
to salvage the situation, Timi 
knew he could contribute 
to ending the recurrence 
of such attacks. He wanted 
to contribute to eradicating 
religious strife in Nigeria 
by providing a qualitative 
and formative learning to a 
young and unbiased genera-
tion. 

 “On my first visit to the 
church, I witnessed the af-
termath of the horrific attack. 
My initial shock and disbelief 
quickly morphed into sad-

Seyi John Salau

L-R: Uche Obiofuma, divisional dead, branch management of SystemSpecs; Rev. Fr. Isaac Achi  and 
Oluwatimilehin Ayoh.
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D
a v i d  D a b a y e 
L a m j o s e  B o b -
Manuel has been 
announced by 

the advisory board of the 
Eternal Sacred Order of the 
Cherubim and Seraphim 
Worldwide (ESOCS) as 
the new prelate and Baba 
Aladura of the church, at 
a press conference held 
recently in Lagos.

Napo Emuchay, gener-
al secretary of the church 
in his remarks, said the 
new Baba Aladura and 
prelate of the church was 
elected by the elders of 
the Eternal Sacred Order 
in commemoration of the 
92nd anniversary of the 
church.

Bob-Manuel’s appoint-
ment as prelate and su-
preme head of the church 
makes him the ninth Baba 
Aladura since the church 
was founded.

I n  h i s  a c c e p t a n c e 
speech, the new prelate 
thanked God and members 
of the advisory board for 
appointing him to serve 
God at the top echelon of 
the church. He stated that 
he would continue to foster 
spiritual revival, evange-
lism, righteous and holy 
living in the church.

On the issues of youth’s 
ministry and women, he 
noted that the roles of 
these groups would be 

enhanced, saying, “With 
the little resources we 
have, we can make a good 
start and we are good to 
go with the programme. 
We have spent a lot on 
women empowerment 
and other related pro-
grammes. So, this won’t be 
a difficult case, and there 
is no too much money 
when it comes to doing 
God’s work.”

Bob-Manuel until his 
appoint as prelate was a 
deputy Baba Aladura and 
has held several admin-
istrative position in the 
church.

T h e  7 6  y e a r s  o l d 
Bob-Manuel hails from 
Abonnema in Rivers State 
and had worked for 31 
years at a management 
level with Shell Petroleum 
and Development Com-
pany before his retirement 
in 2004. He is known to 
be humble but very ar-
ticulate and committed to 
discipline and dedicated 
to the work of God and 
humanity. He is married 
to Prophetess Elsie Bob-
Manuel and the union is 
blessed with children.

The ESOCS church is 
the mother church of all 
Cherubim and Seraphim 
Churches. It is also the 
first indigenous Christian 
organisation and Pentecos-
tal movement in Nigeria, 
founded in 1925 by Saint 
Moses Orimolade Tunolase 
of blessed memory.

Eternal Sacred Order of Cherubim 
and Seraphim gets new prelate

T
he newly-inducted 
president of Inner 
Wheel Club of Fes-
tac Town, Lagos, 

Sarah Osifo Ahuchogu, 
has said her projects for 
the 2017-2018 year would 
focus on four key areas of 
youth training and em-
powerment, widows’ wel-
fare, combating malaria 
through donation of mos-
quito nets, and provision of 
succour to orphans.

Ahuchogu, who chose 
“Leaving a lasting legacy” as 
her theme for the year, said 
the projects were carefully 
selected to tally with her 
theme, even as she solicited 
the support of good-spirited 
individuals to help her re-
alise the projects.

“I intend to build on 
the sound foundation laid 
by my predecessors and 
focus on projects that will 
continue to impact more 
positively on the lives of 
the less privileged in our 
society,” she said in an ac-

Festac Inner Wheel Club to tackle malaria, empower youths
ceptance speech after she 
was inducted as the 24th 
president of the club at a 
ceremony which held at 
Rockview Hotel, Festac 
Town.

A breakdown of the 

club projects shows that 
youth training and em-
powerment will cost N1 
million, donation to wid-
ows N1 million, visit to or-
phanage homes N500,000, 
and donation of insecti-

cide-treated mosquito nets 
N800,000, bringing the 
total cost of projects for the 
year to N3.3 million.

“With your patriotic 
support through hand-
some donations, I am con-

fident that we will be able 
to raise sufficient funds 
to execute these projects 
during my tenure fully and 
satisfactorily,” she said.

Tina Anyanelue, propri-
etor, Childland School and 
Teenland College, Lagos, 
who was the guest speaker, 
emphasised the need to 
dismantle all the barriers 
that hinder women from 
contributing maximally to 
the society.

Anchoring her speech 
on the “the three L’s of 
women’s empowerment” 
– learning, labour and 
leadership – Anyanelue 
said it was time for the 
s o ciety to banish the 
mentality that confines 
women to the kitchen and 
the bedroom.

“ W h e n  w o m e n  d o 
well, society gets better. 
Women’s education is not 
a threat to men. It is a bless-
ing both to the man of the 
house and the society. As 
the old adage goes, if you 

L-R: Moji Osagie, past president, Inner Wheel Club of Festac Town; Blessing Amadi, immediate 
past president; Adegbemisola Rufai, district chairman, Inner Wheel District 911; Sarah Ahuchogu, 
president, Inner Wheel Club of Festac Town, and Jumoke Odulaja, chartered president, at the 
induction of Sarah Ahuchogu as the 24th president of Inner Wheel Club of Festac Town, in Lagos. 

educate a boy, you train an 
individual; if you educate 
a girl, you train a commu-
nity,” she said.

Earlier after her induc-
tion, the new president 
inducted the Board for the 
2017-2018 year as well as 
two new members. She 
also presented awards to 
deserving members of 
the public, including Dr 
Michael O. Omolayole, 
chairman/CEO, Omalayole 
& Associates, Dr Ezekiel 
Anabe, chairman, Zeek 
Group of Companies, Ken-
neth Nkenchor, CEO, Po-
ly-Mart Investment Ltd, 
among others.

Adegbemisola Fathiat 
Rufai, district chairman, 
Inner Wheel District 911, 
Valentine O. Buraimoh, 
chairman, Amuwo-Odo-
fin LGA (who was repre-
sented), and Mr and Mrs 
Felix Ogbeyewebor Osifo, 
parents of the president, 
were among dignitaries 
that graced the occasion.

‘



G
overnor Nyesom Wike 
of Rivers State has 
made a major policy 
shift that averted a big 
clash or face-off in the 

state over the order to shut down 
1866 private schools declared as 
unregistered.

Rivers State has over 5000 
private schools from pre-nursery 
to secondary schools. A registra-
tion and audit exercise began in 
January 2017 before 1866 were 
found culpable.

Threat to shut down the 
schools began in January 2017 
when the governor summoned 
a meeting of all private schools 
in the state in the Government 
House. In April, the governor or-
dered a shut down. Many groups 
pressed for review but the gov-
ernor stood his ground. He reaf-
firmed his stand in August 2017 
and this sent fears down the 
spines of the affected schools and 
the over 20,000 academic and 
non-academic staff working there.

A circular issued on August 16, 
2017; however seems to offer soft 
landing to the affected schools. 
The circular was signed by the 
permanent secretary, Ministry 
of Education, Dagogo Adonye 
Hart. It gave the affected schools a 
chance to pay between N100,000 
and N200,000 termed application 
fees for categories ranging from 
pre-nursery, nursery, primary, 
secondary, upgrading of Junior 
Secondary and Senior Secondary 
school (JSS, SSS) at N50,000 each 
category.

The deadline was given as Sep-
tember 1, 2017, which incidentally 
became a public holiday. This led 
to a flurry of activities as the af-
fected schools rushed to pay in 
the amounts to banks on August 
31, 2017, being the last working 
day before the deadline.

Hart said the governor gra-
ciously gave a second opportunity 
for unapproved private schools in 
the state to regularsise their status 
before the new academic session 
begins in September. “Any school 
that fails to take advantage of this 
opportunity will be shut down as 
earlier directed by His Excellency. 
The proprietors are therefore, 
advised to visit the Quality Assur-
ance Department of the Ministry 
of Education for regularisation of 
their schools”.

Fees structure was also an-
nounced thus: Upgrade fee 
N100,000; Approval fee for 
Nursery N150,000; for Prima-
ry N200,000; and Secondary 
N300,000 while annual renewal 
is N100,000 flat. Parents and 
guardians were warned not to 
risk their wards in unapproved 
schools but to cross check with the 
Quality Assurance Department.

Origin of threat:
The threat began in January 

2017 when the governor sum-
moned a meeting with the over 
5000 schools owners. Licenses of 
top 16 schools that failed to show 
up were ordered withdrawn. This 
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Governor Nyesom Wike

September 1 deadline: Wike averts face-off 
with 1,866 private schools, saves 20,000 jobs 
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

created uproar. 
The uproar made people to 

check the quality of the schools 
about to close such as   Charles 
Dale Memorial International 
School with 98 percent pass rate 
in 2015/2016 May/June WAEC; 
1st,2nd,3rd and 5th positions in 
National Chemistry Olympiad 
Competition 2016; Nigeria’s rep-
resentative at 50th International 
Mendeleev Chemistry Olympiad 
in Moscow, Russia in 2016; Win-
ner of 2014 Cowbell mathematics 
competition in senior category 
and 1st and 3rd positions in junior 
category. The media said Wike 
ordered the education commis-
sioner to sanction them for not 
attending a meeting — “not for 
breaking a law or a regulation, 
no, but because the governor may 
have a shot temper”.

At the meeting, Wike also an-
nounced that majority of princi-
pals of public secondary schools 
in the state would be suspended 
for charging illegal levies which 
placed unnecessary burden on 
parents. Wike told the school 
proprietors at the meeting that 
his actions were aimed at improv-
ing the quality of education in 
the state.

It was at the meeting that the 
governor, who served as minis-
ter of state for education under 
Goodluck Jonathan, announced 
the setting up of a committee to 
undertake the comprehensive 
audit of all private schools in the 
state for the purpose of ascertain-

ing the quality of teachers in such 
schools, the nature of their envi-
ronment and their operational 
capacity.

He said: “This audit commit-
tee will work with stakeholders. 
All schools that are not approved 
would be shut down immediately. 
We cannot continue to have illegal 
schools in the state.” He said hence-
forth, no private school would 
have permanent approval but only 
be given temporary approvals, 
subject to periodic reviews.

Wike justifies closure; says 
they are magic centres

The governor recently reaf-
firmed his decision, saying most 
of the private schools were used 
as magic centres (malpractices) 
in external examinations. The 
governor also said his admin-
istration would strengthen the 
education sector of the state. 
Wike explained that the action 
was because they did not have 
government approval.

Wike stated this when the 
management of Jesuit Memorial 
College, Mbodo-Aluu, visited him 
in Port Harcourt. According to 
him, the affected schools were 
shut for failing to meet specified 
standards of the state ministry of 
education.

He also advised parents with 
children in the schools to relocate 
their wards as the government 
was poised to fully implement 
measures aimed at strengthening 
the education sector in the state 
by September, 2017. “We want to 

maintain standards that will up-
lift education in the state,” he said.

The governor also explained 
that his administration was com-
mitted to transforming the Riv-
ers and empowering its people 
through an enhanced education. 
The governor condemned ex-
amination malpractice associated 
with some illegal schools operat-
ing as West African Examination 
Council (WAEC) centres in some 
parts of the state.

He had directed the ministry 
of education to issue a 21-day 
ultimatum to operators of unreg-
istered private schools to get ap-
proval or face immediate closure 
by the government.

This was by the commission-
er for education, a professor, 
Kaniye Ebeku, who has been 
reappointed. He had given the 
warning during a meeting with 
members of the National Asso-
ciation of Proprietors of Private 
Schools (NAPPS) in Rivers State 
on Wednesday, April 27, at his 
office.

Criticsms:
Most critics said the state gov-

ernment should have initiated a 
gradual phasing out of unregis-
tered schools, knowing full well 
that it takes years to mature a 
school project. The publicity sec-
retary of the APC, Chris Finebone, 
said it was sad that while their 
leader and former governor of the 
state now transportation minister, 
Chibuike Amaechi, created about 
20,000 jobs in schools starting 

with 13,200 teachers employed in 
one swoop with additional jobs of 
cleaners, security, health officers 
in his 500 new primary schools, 
that the opposite is now the case.

Relief:
Relief seems to return to the 

about 20,000 workers that faced 
mass sack in September. A source 
in NAPPS said each school em-
ploys an average of 10 teachers 
for an average of eight classes 
plus minders and non academic 
teachers making about 20,000 
workers that would have lost their 
jobs had the governor not given 
the soft landing. BDSUNDAY 
gathered that property owners 
where most of the affected schools 
operate from have been under 
panic. One school in Elelenwo has 
since closed shop and placed the 
property for rent but no client has 
shown up because of the lull in 
the property market in the oil city.

The source also said they 
pleaded with the governor for 
three years’ grace but he insisted 
on one year. Their calculation is 
that after paying the N100,000 
or more to start processing, they 
would survive for the next one 
year. Many said they had rushed 
to acquire land to start meeting 
the conditions.

Fear of loss of income is also 
pervasive in service providers in 
the private schools such as book 
suppliers, food vendors, guards, 
etc.  They said it is the same so 
called magic centres that have all 
the funds to meet government 
requirement whereas the others 
that play straight may be hard-
est hit. 

Politics:
Many of the school owners 

wish to change to mere lesson 
centres for pupils and students 
that may not afford the high fees 
in private schools and violence 
(cultism) in public schools in the 
state. They argued that it was the 
failure of the public school system 
over the years with violence and 
exam fraud that forced parents 
to seek alternatives which led to 
fees explosion. It is the fees explo-
sion that in turn caused massive 
appropriation of private schools.

The Amaechi approach was 
to build world class schools that 
began to draw mass exodus from 
private to public schools. The 
introduction of the Quality As-
surance Department was to put 
pressure on both the public and 
private schools that would gradu-
ally transform quality of educa-
tion in Rivers State.

Others said the private schools 
could buy time till election fever 
in 2018 and 2019 that would keep 
both the government and the op-
position too busy to care. Some 
said the governor had just won 
back the 20,000 votes that would 
have been handed over to the op-
position from the private schools 
sector by those threatened by the 
shut down policy.

While the order to close schools 
may lose votes in some quarters, 
it may win votes in other quarters 
that have hailed the strict policy. 



‘Slow judicial process, tactics of defence 
lawyers slowing fight against corruption’

Kazeem Oluwakemi Oseni

AKINREMI FEYISIPO, Ibadan

Those who are corrupt are more 
than armed robbers, you see 
armed robbers, you can fight 
them but these people, you will 
not know that they have col-
lected your money
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T
he Economic and Fi-
nancial Crimes Com-
mission (EFCC) says 
slow judicial system 
occasioned by tactics 

of defence lawyers and inter-
locutory appeals are the major 
obstacles militating against ef-
forts of the anti-graft agency in 
the fight against corruption.

Deputy Head of Ibadan Zonal 
office of EFCC, Kazeem Os-
eni made this declaration at the 
13th Biennial Conference of 
Obafemi Awolowo University 
Muslim Graduates’ Association 
(UNIFEMGA), Ibadan chapter 
themed: ‘Fight Against Corrup-
tion: Where are the religious 
leaders and institutions?’

Oseni, who spoke on the topic 
‘Corruption in Nigeria: An over-
view and the efforts of the EFCC 
in fighting the scourge’, main-
tained that though concerted 
efforts have been made to rid the 
country of corruption since the 
establishment of the commis-
sion, the enabling and operating 
environment in Nigeria are not 
encouraging to realise the objec-
tives of the commission.

According to him, “quite 
frankly, the enabling and oper-
ating environment in Nigeria 
vis-a-vis anti-corruption war 
has not been very encouraging. 
Issues such as legal technicalities, 
lack of cooperation from some 
states and local governments, 
public attitude towards cor-
ruption, the phenomenon of 
corruption mentality in Nigeria; 
as well as slow judicial system 
occasioned by tactics of defence 
lawyers and interlocutory ap-
peals, seriously undermine the 
commission’s efforts in taming 
corruption.”

Oseni, who however, said 
contrary to insinuations that 
the commission has not lived 
up to its expectations, informed 
that the commission was only 
working hard to ensure that 
cases are prosecuted to the logi-
cal conclusion, saying that most 
of the cases people may perceive 
as dying a natural deaths are still 
being investigated.

He said that it would be very 
difficult for cases in the EFCC 
to die except it is concluded, 
stressing that “it is very, very 
difficult for the EFCC case to die 
expect it is concluded, if you see 
a case, maybe investigation is 
still ongoing”.

While describing corruption 
as one of the obstacles confront-
ing the progress of Nigeria, 
Oseni said that the commission 
in its efforts to decongest the La-
gos office and expand its scope 
established the Ibadan office in 
order to take care of Oyo, Osun, 

Ondo, Ekiti and part of Kwara 
states.

“Now we are in Ibadan, we 
used to be in Lagos which is tak-
ing care of the whole of South 
West, now Ibadan is taking care 
of Oyo, Osun, Ondo, Ekiti and 
part of Kwara State. Even in 
Ibadan that is far from the seat 
of power in Abuja, cases of cor-
ruption are recorded on daily 

basis. In the academic environ-
ment, it encourages mediocrity 
over meritocracy.

“Those who are corrupt are 
more than armed robbers, you 
see armed robbers, you can fight 
them but these people, you will 
not know that they have col-
lected your money. They can 
kill; in fact, some of them kill 
before they get the money.

“Since Ibadan Zonal Office 
started operation, three Vice 
Chancellors are already in 
EFCC, you can see that even in 
the academic environment, we 
want to try as much as possible 
to make sure things do not go 
beyond that”.

“However, the commission’s 
response to this is to enhance 
the capacities of her operatives. 
Exposures to the requisite skills 
are constantly and regularly 
encouraged so that our inves-
tigation can be water-tight and 
in conformity with the interna-
tional best practices. I can say 
unequivocally that our cases are 
diligently investigated before 
going to court so as to ensure 
fair trial and corresponding 
judgment,” he said.

“Socio-culturally, we engage 
and interface regularly with 
the public through town hall 
meetings and use every available 

The lamentation of EFCC: platform to discourage the get-
rich-quick syndrome and flam-
boyant living,” he further said.

Oseni urged all Nigerians to 
enlist in the fight against the 
monster called corruption.

“All hands must be on deck to 
ensure we succeed in the fight 
against corruption. We consider 
everybody a stakeholder, as the 
EFCC does not have monopoly of 
knowledge to defeat all shades of 
graft. We all have a role to play 
as individuals and it is when we 
all change our attitude that we 
can see it reflect on the society. 
No doubt, all stakeholders and 
functional institutions are cru-
cial in the maintenance of a high 
quality of moral values within 
the social system and the success 
or failure of our fight against 
corruption will depend on our 
willingness to take the fight 
through an ethical path,” he said.

The Guest Speaker, Abdul-
Afis Oladosu, a professor of De-
partment of Arabic and Islamic 
Studies, University of Ibadan, 
opined that entrusting positions 
of authority to spiritually and 
morally qualified people was 
capable of reducing corruption 
to the barest minimum in the 
country.

Delivering a paper titled 
‘Combating Corruption- Role 
of Religious Leaders’, Oladosu 
remarked that failure to ap-
point right people in positions 
of authority Nigeria risked socio-
economic and political anomie.

He informed that efforts must 
be made to tighten the control 
of religious leaders by the poli-
ticians.

“Whenever we check religion 
as a factor for corruption in the 
world today, we are actually in-
dulging in an odious conflation 
of the spirit. We forget factors 
such as ignorance of the majority 
of adherence of the various reli-
gions and wrong interpretation 
of the religious text by a coterie 
of incompetent scholars, most of 
whom are usually authoritarian 
in their approach to religious 
texts,” he said.

“Politicians engage in material 
corruption and religious leaders 
engage in spiritual corruption. 
Politicians steal from the nation’s 
purse why religious leaders 
steal from God’s purse,” Oladosu 
alleged.

He said that any discussion 
of the role of religious leaders 
in combating corruption must 
begin with the monitoring of the 
attitude of any person to be put 
in position of authority.

“Knowledge of evil and re-
fusal to combat it is double pun-
ishment,” he noted.

Speaking on behalf of his col-
leagues, Chairman, UNIFEMGA 
Ibadan Chapter, Munir Ademola 
remarked that the topic was 
selected based on the effort of 
President Buhari’s led-admin-
istration in fighting corruption.

Ademola said that corruption 
was equally fighting back from 
every angle in Nigeria and that 
it is expected of every associa-
tion to educate the public on the 
negative impact of corruption 
on society.
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Anambra poll: All eyes 
on four major contenders
W

ith the con-
c l u s i o n  o f 
g o ve r n o r -
s h i p  p r i -
m a r i e s  i n 

Anambra State, the coast is 
now clear for political par-
ties and their candidates to 
begin massive campaign for 
the November 18 off-season 
gubernatorial election.

Four major parties will 
slug it out in the exercise 
including the ruling All Pro-
gressives Grand Allianc e 
(APGA) which has dominated 
the political space in the state 
since 2006; All Progressives 
Congress (APC), the ruling 
party at the federal level; 
People’s Democratic Party 
(PDP) which governed the 
state from 1999 to 2006 as 
well as the United Progres-
sive Party (UPP), which be-
lieves APGA is no longer 
relevant in Igboland.

For a state that prides itself 
as parading the highest num-
ber of billionaires in Nigeria, 
it was not immune from the 
excruciating pains of eco-
nomic recession the country 
is currently experiencing. 
Political commentators have 
attributed this to the lower 
turnout of aspirants jostling 
for their parties’ tickets at the 
just concluded primaries. 

Using the PDP as a case 
study, 55 aspirants purchased 
the party’s Expression of In-
terest and Nomination Forms 
at N11million each in the 
buildup to the 2013 gover-
norship election in the South 
East state. But despite reduc-
ing the amount to N6mil-
lion at the just-concluded 
primary,  only s even PDP 
c ontestants obtaine d the 
party’s forms.

Although the primaries 
may have come and gone, 
they left sour taste in the 
mouth of s ome aspirants. 
One of them is Andy Uba, 
the s enator repres enting 
Anambra South at the Na-
tional Assembly. Like a lamb 
to the slaughter, some politi-
cians lured the Chairman 
Senate Committee on Public 
Accounts to defect from the 
Peoples Democratic Party to 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) with the promise of 
giving him the party’s gov-
ernorship ticket, only to be 
thrashed at the primary by 
his boy and serving member 
of the House of Representa-
tives, Tony Nwoye.

On the other hand, the 
emergence of Oseloka Obaze 
as PDP standard bearer has 

resentatives, Lynda Ikpeazu; 
Chairman Capital Oil, Ifeanyi 
Uba as well as former Minis-
ter of State for Transporta-
tion, John Emeka.

S p e cifically,  O duah ac-
cused a former governor of 
Anambra State, Peter Obi, 
of bringing back the era of 
godfatherism in the state by 
imposing his former Secre-
tary to the State Government 
(SSG), Oseloka Obaze, as the 
party’s candidate in the No-
vember 18 governorship poll.

The lawmaker said the de-
velopment could lead to the 
party’s defeat at the forth-
coming polls.

While another aspirant, 
Ifeanyi Uba, has said he had 
taken the party to c ourt 
over its inability to release 
delegates’ list on time, it was 
gathered that PDP gover-
nors were not happy with 
his clearance in the first in-
stance. They described Uba’s 
clearance by the Adamu Wa-
ziri-led Anambra Screening 

Committee as a misnomer, 
pointing out that allowing a 
joiner like Uba to contest the 
exercise would send a wrong 
signal to loyalists who stood 
by the party throughout the 
14-month leadership tussle.

The Chairman, National 
Caretaker Committee of the 
party, Ahmed Makarfi, has 
appealed for calm, as accord-
ing to him, the party would 
soon convene a stakeholders’ 
meeting to pacify aggrieved 
members.

The Independent National 
Electoral Commission (INEC) 
will publish the particulars of 
the candidates on September 
25. Below are the profiles of 
the four major contenders in 
the November 18 poll:

Willie Obiano (APGA)
Aged 62, incumbent gov-

ernor, Willie Obiano, is the 
candidate  to  b eat  in  the 
November 18 governorship 
election. A former banker, 
technocrat, politician and 
fourth democratically elect-
e d governor of  Anambra 
State, who succeeded Peter 
Obi on March 17, 2014, is 
seeking re-election.

The governor holds a B.Sc. 
in Accounting from the Uni-
versity of Lagos and an MBA 
in Marketing also from same 
university. Obiano is a Fel-
low of the Institute of Char-
tered Accountants of Nigeria 
(ICAN).

He starte d his banking 
career in 1981 at the First 
Bank of Nigeria before he 
left to join the services of 
Chevron Oil Nigeria Plc as 
accountant and rose to the 
position of Chief Internal 
Auditor. In 1989, he was one 
of the auditors that audited 
Texaco Refinery in Rotter-
dam, Netherlands. In 1991, 
he joined the Fidelity Bank as 
Deputy Manager and head of 
Audit Unit and rose to the po-
sition of Executive Director. 
He left the banking system 
for politics in 2013.

Regarde d as a p olitical 
neophyte, he shocked politi-
cal analysts when he won the 
governorship election the 
same year on the platform 
of APGA.

For a state synonymous 
with godfatherism in poli-
tics, he endeared himself to 
the hearts of Anambrarians 
when he severed ties with 
his predecessor, Obi, who 
was reported to have im-
posed him on APGA, with 
the hope of controlling juicy 
appointments. This forced 
the former governor to defect 
to PDP, where he currently 
calls the shots in the party 
in the state.

OWEDE AGBAJILEKE, Abuja

Oseloka Obaze

Although the 
primaries may 
have come and 
gone, they left 
sour taste in the 
mouth of some 
aspirants. One 
of them is Andy 
Uba, the sena-
tor representing 
Anambra South 
at the National 
Assembly

not als o gone down well 
with some of the contend-
ers, as four of the seven gov-
ernorship aspirants have 
protested the outcome of the 
exercise on grounds that the 
ward congress was allegedly 

fraught with irregularities 
and forged results. The ag-
grieved aspirants included 
the s enator repres enting 
Anambra North Senatori-
al District, Stella Oduah; a 
member of the House of Rep-

Willie Obiano
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With $2.6 billion invest-
ment in the agriculture sec-
tor,  Anambra State under 
Obiano now exports vegeta-
bles even as it has attracted 
over 30 foreign investors in 
the past three years.

However, he does not en-
joy the support of Biafran 
agitators, as proponents have 
criticised him for being on 
the side of the Federal Gov-
ernment on the matter.

Tony Nwoye (APC)
His emergenc e as  APC 

candidate at the primary 
shocked many political ob-
servers. Aged 42, Nwoye was 
the governorship candidate 
of the People’s Democratic 
Party in the last gubernato-
rial election and currently 
represents Anambra East and 
West in the House of Repre-
sentatives.

The medical doctor-turned 
politician was a former presi-
dent of the National Asso-
ciation of Nigerian Students 
(NANS).

With a score of 2,146 votes, 
Nwoye like the biblical David 
thrashed political gladiators 
like Andy Uba, who polled 
931 votes; George Moghalu, 
ex-national auditor of the 
defunct All Nigeria Peoples 
Party (ANPP) and nine other 
contestants.

T h e  o n e - t i m e  s t u d e n t 
union activist hails from Of-
fianta Nsugbe in Anambra 
East Local Government Area 
of the state.

He attended Metropolitan 
Secondary School, Onitsha, 
for his secondary education 
from where he proceeded to 
study Medicine at the Uni-
versity of Nigeria, Nsukka.

Born a twin, he has served 
in various capacities includ-
ing: former Chairman, PDP 
Anambra State ;  memb er, 
P r e s i d e n t i a l  C o m m i t t e e 
against  I l legal  Arms and 

Violent Crimes;  memb er, 
National Political Reform 
Conference; member Federal 
Committee on 2006 Census; 
Leader of the Nigerian del-
egation to the World Youth 
Summit in Venezuela and a 
host of others.

D espite the ris e in his 
political profile, Nwoye is re-
ported to have the financial 
backing of billionaire, Arthur 
Eze. His critics have taken 
advantage of this,  saying 
the federal lawmaker would 
return the state to the era of 
godfatherism.

They cite d a do cument 
circulating online,  where 

the APC aspirant allegedly 
reached an agreement with 
his  go dfather on how to 
share positions and allocate 
the state’s Internally Gener-
ated Revenue (IGR) after his 
victory.

Oseloka Obaze (PDP)
Oseloka Henry Obaze was 

Secretary to the Anambra 
State Government under the 
administration of ex-gover-
nor Peter Obi.

The 62-year-old retired 
diplomat defeated other PDP 
aspirants like Stella Oduah, 
Ifeanyi Uba, Alex Obiogbolu 
to emerge the party’s can-
didate at the November 18 
governorship election.

Between 1991 and 2012, 
he served under four Secre-
taries General of the United 
Nations as Senior Political 
Affairs Officer/Adviser.

He was a governorship as-
pirant in the 2013 election in 
Anambra but failed to secure 
APGA ticket.

Obaze was said to have 
been single-handedly picked 
by Obi as the preferred can-
didate for the party; a de-
velopment that has sparked 
a n g e r  a m o n g  s o m e  P D P 
stalwarts in the state who 
vowed to work against him. 
Their grouse is that the par-
ty’s leadership rewarded a 
joiner, rather than consider 
those who stood by the party 
through thick and thin.

Political pundits attrib-
uted two reasons why the 
contender would not win 
the poll: They cite the power 
tussle among c ontending 
political actors in the party. 
Just like Nwoye, they say he 
would be a stooge to former 
governor Peter Obi.

Osita Chidoka (UPP)
A candidate of the United 

Progressive Party (UPP), Os-
ita Chidoka, served as Corps 

Marshall, Federal Road Safe-
ty Corps (FRSC) and Avia-
tion Minister under the PDP 
government.

He obtaine d his Senior 
School Certificate at Union 
Se c ondary Scho ol Awku-
nanaw, Enugu; Bachelor of 
Science Degree in Manage-
ment, University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka (UNN) ;  Graduate 
Diploma in Maritime and 
Ports Management, National 
University of  Singap ore ; 
Certificate in Global Strategy 
and Political Economy, from 
Mansfield College, Oxford 
University; and Masters De-
gree in Transport Policy and 
Logistics from the School of 
Public Policy, George Masons 
University, United States.

In June this year, the for-
mer Minister who served in 
the administrations of the 
late Umaru Musa Yar’Adua 
a n d  G o o d l u c k  J o n at h a n , 
dumped the PDP for UPP.

He has held various posi-
tions in the public and pri-
vate sectors namely: Person-
al Assistant to the Minister 
of State, Federal Ministry of 
Works and Housing,  Per-
sonal Assistant to the Federal 
Minister of Transport, Spe-
cial Assistant to Senior Spe-
cial Adviser to the President 
on Legal Matters as well as 
Senior Advisor, Government 
and Business Relations, at 
Mobil Producing Nigeria, a 
subsidiary of ExxonMobil 
Corporation.

The odds against him is 
t h at  b e s i d e s  l a c k i n g  t h e 
financial war chest to pros-
ecute an election, his new 
party,  UPP,  is  not  as  en-
trenched as other political 
parties, even as the with-
drawal of support by a pro-
Biafra group, the Movement 
of Biafrans in Nigeria (MO-
BIN) could work against him. 

Ifeanyi Uba 

osita chidoka

Tony Nwoye

They cited a 
document cir-
culating online, 
where the APC 
aspirant alleg-
edly reached an 
agreement with 
his godfather 
on how to share 
positions and al-
locate the state’s 
Internally Gen-
erated Revenue 
(IGR) after his 
victory



T
he eleven governors 
that  of  the s outh-
south and south east 
have made far-reach-
ing demands from 

the centre that may shape the 
tone of agitation in the coming 
months starting with raising 
concern over the decision of 
Dangote Group to locate its 
$18billion hydrocarbon projects 
away from the oil region.

The united front may ring a 
bell in Nigeria as reunification 
may create a large front for ne-
gotiating a new Nigeria, contrary 
to the undertone of the May 27, 
1967 fragmentation aimed at 
creating a tower of Babel in the 
form of Biafra enclave.

The governors rose in Port 
Harcourt, the new power centre 
of the two geopolitical zones, to 
demand for return of hydro-
carbon ventures to the region, 
devolution of power and state 
police. These seem to add to the 
age-long demand for restructur-
ing, resource control and fiscal 
federalism.

The me eting, which was 
chaired by the interim chairman, 
Udom Emmanuel of Akwa Ibom 
State, had in attendance seven 
governors and four deputies. The 
other governors present at the 
meeting in the N4.2billion Brick 
House built in 2006 by Peter Odili 
were the host, Nyesom Ezenwo 
Wike of Rivers State, Ifeanyi 
Okowa of Delta State, Ifeanyi 
Ugwuanyi of Enugu State, Dave 
Umahi of Ebonyi State, Rochas 
Okorocha of Imo State and Okezie 
Ikpeazu of Abia State. Deputy 
governors who represented their 
governors were the retired rear 
admiral, Gboribiogha John Jo-
nah of Bayelsa, Nkem Okeke of 
Anambra State, Philip Shaibu of 
Edo State and Professor Ivara Esu 
of Cross River State. 

In a strongly worded position 
paper, the two zones showed 
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Udom Emmanuel, governor of Akwa Ibom State and Interim Chairman of South-South/South-East Governors Forum (4th Left); Governor Nyesom Ezenwo Wike of Rivers State (3rd 
Left); Governor Ifeanyi Okowa of Delta State(3rd R); Governor Ifeanyi Ugwuanyi of Enugu State (L); Governor Dave Umahi of Ebonyi State (2nd L); Governor Rochas Okorocha of 
Imo State (4th R); Governor Okezie Ikpeazu of Abia State (R); Rear Admiral(rtd) Gboribiogha John Jonah, acting governor of Bayelsa,(2nd R);  Back: Nkem Okeke, deputy governor 
of Anambra(L); Philip Shaibu, deputy governor of Edo State (R), and Prof. Ivara Esu, deputy governor of Cross River State (m) after the meeting.

When governors made far-reaching 
demands for South-South, South East
IGNATIUS CHUKWU

concern about the reality of 
the dearth of infrastructure in 
the region, including what they 
called the deplorable state of 
federal roads in the two regions. 
“That none of the airports and 
seaports located in our regions 
is reasonably functional, and 
that neither of the two regions 
is linked by any rail services.”

These are no new issues how-
ever, as the region had agitated 
on these scores over the years.

The c ommuniqué adde d: 
“That the Federal presence in the 
regions is very minimal and only 
noticeable in the presence of 
policemen. The emerging trend 
where approvals for investments 
in the oil and gas industry are 
granted for siting in other parts 
of Nigeria with laying of pipe-
lines in deep waters rather than 
siting the projects in the areas 
that produce the resources.” 
This squarely referred to the 
Dangote project which had been 
agitated against by the Rivers 
Entrepreneurs and Investors 
Forum (REIF) for long without 
any response.

But, analysts say the gover-
nors cannot push this too far 
since the Dangote project is en-
tirely private and that the Group 
had the right to site its business-
es wherever it felt comfortable 
with. The observers also said 
that the Group may have been 
motivated to site the refinery in 
Lagos to avoid disruptions from 
militants. “It is a case of he who 
pays the pipe, calling the tune,” 
an analyst said.

The governors thus resolved 
to pursue inter-regional coop-
eration and integration for the 
common good of the regions’ 
people. “To work together po-
litically, align and re-align as 
a people that share common 
heritage, culture and affinity.” 
This point seemed to agree with 
analysts who think that the new 
platform bringing the old foes 
together could be useful in the 
election years. The two zones 

produced the highest vote for 
the former ruling party and 
are still in the firm grip of the 
People’s Democratic Party (PDP) 
even as the new federal party, 
the All Progressives Congress 
(APC) controlling Edo and Imo 
states are seen to push hard in 
Rivers, Akwa Ibom, Cross River, 
and Bayelsa states.

The governors further re-
solved to “articulate and advocate 
for issues affecting the wellbeing 
of the regions. The issues may 
not necessarily materialise im-
mediately, but for the benefits of 
future generations. To continue to 
subscribe our faith to the destiny 
and greatness of Nigeria and call 
upon Nigerians to put their hands 
on the plough and rise to claim 
our rightful place in the Comity 
of Nations. To condemn hate-
speech in national discourse, 
whether in individual commu-
nication, utterances of political 
actors, or parties.”

They also agreed to urge 
security agencies to set up joint 
border patrols and develop more 
proactive strategies in combating 
crime and criminality; and to 
urge the Federal Government 
to come up with a clear policy 
on concession of federal roads 
and to fast-track the process in 
order to ameliorate the suffer-
ings of the people of the regions. 
They agreed to urge the Federal 
Government to encourage inves-
tors in the oil and gas industry to 
operate from within the regions 
and also make the investments 
in the sector in the region.

The governors who began the 
new platform in Enugu on July 9, 
2017, in the heat of hate speeches 
and quit notices, agreed to re-
convene in Owerri, Imo State, on 
Sunday, October 8, 2017.

The tone of the meeting was 
laid by the host governor, Wike, 
who pulled all the stops to make 
the meeting a success. In his 
welcome address, Wike stated 
that the people of the two geo-
political zones have always 

shared common heritage and 
affinity. 

He said: “Even in contempo-
rary Nigeria, we still share the 
same or similar challenges, in-
cluding insecurity, poverty and 
under-development despite the 
best of efforts by the constitu-
ent state governments. Today, 
the two regions are the most 
politically and economically 
marginalised within the nation, 
environmentally degraded and 
deliberately neglected by the 
Federal Government in appoint-
ments and provisions of basic 
development infrastructures.”

The governor noted that none 
of the airports and seaports 
located in the regions is reason-
ably functional, while the few 
federal roads were not in good 
shape, neither were the two re-
gions linked by any rail services. 
These formed critical planks in 
the communiqué, indication of 
the governor’s huge influence 
in the new body.

Governor Wike said: “From 
geo-strategic economic perspec-
tive therefore, there is an urgent 
need to establish and link our 
cities with railways and super 
highways; to provide viable and 
affordable flight services between 
our cities, and to ensure that car-
goes are brought into the country 
and the regions through our sea-
ports, jetties and ferry services as 
a veritable means of stimulating 
economic growth and social prog-
ress across our two regions.

“Also, we are all aware that eco-
nomic growth and social progress 
are possible only in a peaceful and 
secure environment. And much as 
we try to tackle this menace in our 
respective States by providing the 
necessary logistic support to the 
security agencies, perceptions of 
insecurity are on the rise, doing 
significant damage to our invest-
ment climate thereby preventing 
reasonable inflow of direct foreign 
and local investment into the 
regions.”

He said as neighbours, the two 

regions must strive to overcome 
challenges through regional ef-
forts by sharing resources, intel-
ligence and denying sanctuaries 
to criminal elements in the areas.

According to him: “As we go 
into the business of this meeting, 
let us be confident in the right-
ness of our course and clear in 
our considerations that we have 
been and would continue to be 
worse off without the will to ex-
ploit our political and economic 
complementarities to drive our 
ways into political, economic 
and social prosperity.

“Above all, we must continue 
to demand for the devolution 
of powers and resources to the 
states as well as the institution-
alisation of State Police, now that 
there is national consensus on 
these issues.”

Chairman of the forum, Udom 
of Akwa Ibom, in his opening 
speech, urged the governors of 
the two regions to form a com-
mon front for socio-economic 
development. He described the 
meeting as a new beginning for 
the two geo-political zones for 
the good of her people.

The governor expressed de-
light that the governors have 
set aside impediments to chart 
a new direction. He charged the 
two regions to work together 
for prosperity. He said: “Federal 
presence in the region is minimal 
and only seen in the presence of 
policemen”.

He called for the development 
of an industrial framework that 
will enhance development.  He 
said the regions are better of unit-
ed than divided. He pleaded with 
Nigerians to continue to strive for 
the unity of the country. 

Politics has always divided 
the region with bitter inter-eth-
nic rivalry that has ruined any 
move for economic integration. 
It is not clear if any measures 
have been created to stop such 
things from striking once again 
at the new platform as soon as 
electioneering resumes for 2019.
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get to my point, it was en-
couraging that every day 
at least there was some-
thing on the President’s 
schedule and i almost got 
to believe that my fears 
may be unfounded after 
all. i had feared that the 
pace of things would slow 
down like the last time if 
they forced the President 
to prematurely return to 
the country. Well, i must 
say he is actually trying 
to keep up with the pace 
of things.

Who has his many ap-
pearances helped? i think 
it has some form of calm-
ing and stabilising effects, 
knowing that the head is 
in place or the lion king 
in that new parlance is 
on seat definitely sends a 
signal.

a c t i v i t i e s  a r o u n d 
the villa also picked up 
dramatically with new 
constructions going on 
in many parts of the envi-
ronment. curiously, they 
chose this time to also 
make the environment 
disability friendly and 
please do not ask me what 
jolted them to take this 
decision because i too have 
no idea.

after the news broke 
that the President would 
be working from home 
because his office had 
been invaded or infest-
ed by rodents, i noticed 
s ome s ort of rehabili-
tation works going on 
around the courtyard just 
in front of the council 
chambers, the entrance 
to the main admin block 
had also been done and i 
decided to ask questions. 
i gathered that they were 
trying to make the vi-
cinity disability friendly 
and i asked why now? 
of course, did i expect an 
answer from the masons? 
Well, maybe not but i 
checked it out on Friday 
and all was neatly done.

i have finally come to 
terms with the fact that we 
are going to be on this slow 
pace for a while, thankful-
ly things may not ground 
to a halt on the West Side. 
We cannot wish it away, 
the President is back and 
we pray that this time he 
is back for good.

look of awe and admira-
tion for their President 
but i just could not read 
the expression on the faces 
of the ministers. Fear? i 
have no idea but it is not 
impossible.

t h e  s c e n a r i o  t h at 
played on my mind was 
one that said when your 
father is back and you 
know that your elder sib-
ling submitted a list of 
your gaffes to him, you 
smile carefully. let me 
leave this alone.

back to our main line of 
discourse. Each time i have 
seen the President since 
his return, he seems to be 
getting stronger by the 
day and come to think of 
it, for his age and the cur-
rent situation i do not why 
many expect so much.

at the council cham-
bers last Wednesday, it felt 
like it was a show of some 
sort. after the President 
walked in we sang the na-
tional anthem and as is the 
tradition, he asked a min-
ister to offer the Muslim

prayers. the prayers 
went on for a while and 
some of us began to won-
der what was going on 
keeping a convalescing 
man standing for that long. 
after the Muslim prayers, 
the President aske d a 
christian

m i n i s t e r  t o  o ff e r 
prayers and thankfully 
he just said a cut and paste 
prayer “god please answer 
all the prayers offered 
by my Muslim colleague, 
amen”. the hall went up in 
laughter, i think they felt 
the same way about the 
President standing for too 
long as everyone looked 
relieved when the prayer 
ended.

 the minister of sports, 
Solomon Dalung made 
his remarks and then the 
President made his own 
really short remarks, i will 
come back to that.

When the team pre-
sented the trophy to the 
President, he collected and 
held it with his left hand 
for a while before hand-
ing it over. he stood for a 
while posing for pictures 
sandwiched by the girls, 
the Vice President and the 
team officials alongside the 
minister of sports.

later that same eve-
ning, we got a statement 
saying that the President 
decided to make the long 
walk to his Daura resi-
dence from the helipad.

What do you make of 
that?

before you ask me to 

Life returns to the other 
wing of Aso Rock

t
he last week at 
the aso rock was 
not as bad as most 
people thought it 

would be. Even though the 
rodents were still being 
chased out of the Presi-
dent’s office, life returned.

For the second week 
since his resumption, Pres-
ident Muhammadu buhari 
worked from his home of-
fice at the aso rock while 
the terminators continued 
in their efforts to kill or 
chase out the remaining 
rats and cockroaches. at 
least that is what one of 
his aides made us believe 
penultimate week.

buhari, 74, returned to 
the country two weeks ago 
after spending 104 days 
in london receiving treat-
ment for an undisclosed 
ailment. Since his return, 
the President has worked 
from home sparking con-
troversies about the true 
state of his health and his 
capacity to handle the af-
fairs of the country.

Well, this is really about 
my observation about the 
state of his health and the 
improved appearances he 
made. Unfortunately, not 
much has been done in 
terms of efforts to change 
things since his return.

remember he said he 
is happy about the cur-
rent state of the economy? 
Story for another day.

Despite not working 
from the oval office bu-
hari’s return brought with 
it some sort of renewed 
energy especially to the 
West wing as journalists 
prefer to call his side of the 
Presidential Villa which 
hitherto lay abandoned. 
contrary to speculations 
that the President is still 
frail and perhaps too sick 
to run the government, 
every time he showed up 
for an event he looked 
stronger. i think this may 
be a good place to start.

Well, many nigerians 
still believe that the Presi-
dent was forced to return 
to the country because of 
the protests both in nige-
ria and london and which 
was probably threatening 
to spread but it is looking 
like he was actually ready 
to return.

When he made his 
debut appearance at the 
council chambers for the 
first time in about four 
months i did not know 
the reaction that followed. 
Ministers along the visit-
ing D’tigress, nigeria’s 
female basketball team 
cheered. the girls had the 

Why 3,000 from PDP, other parties decamped to APC in Kogi
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Atiku urges Muslims to reclaim Islamic religion 
being hijacked by violent extremists

F
ormer Vice President 
atiku abubakar says 
protecting the image 
of islam is the greatest 

challenge facing the Muslim 
faithful today in the light of 
the activities of extremists 
who are bent on destroying 
every humane virtues of the 
religion.

in his Sallah message to 
Muslims on the occasion of 
the Eid el Kabir celebration, 
the former Vice President 
advised Muslims to reclaim 
the religion which is being 
hijacked by violent extrem-
ists whose atrocities portray 
islam in bad light.

the Wazirin adamawa 
expressed sadness that the 
activities of these violent 
extremists have economi-
cally destroyed the north, in 

UDOKA AGWU, Umuahia

particular the northeast and 
disrupted its social life.

“as a citizen of the north-
east, i have a firsthand expe-
rience of the impact of ter-
rorism on our people’s daily 
lives”, he said.

he called for rigorous scru-
tiny and vigilance to guard 
against the influence of ex-
tremism, including exposing 
innocent students and fol-
lowers to their virulent ideas.

he advised parents to be 
wary of letting their chil-
dren follow any preacher 
and thereby, falling victims 
of indoctrination, warning 
that poisonous ideas are as 
destructive as a bomb.

the Waziri adamawa also 
called on Muslims to show 
increased commitment to 
peaceful coexistence and 

tolerance in line with the 
demands of the Muslim faith 
and nigeria’s complex diver-
sity. according to him, love 
and peace should not only 
be preached, but must also 
be put into practice for the 
sake of sustaining the peace 
in our land.

the former Vice President 
advised nigerians to eschew 
religious bigotry, and con-
demned politicians who use 
ethnic and religious senti-
ments to gain power.

according to him, identity 
politics founded on religious 
loyalties rather than com-
petence and commitment to 
unity is a threat to our democ-
racy and progress.

atiku abubakar wishes 
his fellow Muslims a happy 
and hitch-free celebration.

W
ith 2019 
elections 
f a s t  a p -
proaching, 
politicians 

from the People’s Democratic 
Party (PDP) as well as other 
parties numbering over 3,000 
recently decamped to the rul-
ing all Progressives congress 
(aPc) in olamaboro local 
government of Kogi State, in 
expectation of a fair deal and 
more relevance.

leading the decampees 
who thronged the arena 
in okpo, olamaboro local 
council headquarters, was 
a former legislator and chair-
man of the council, gabriel 
olofu who said the decision 
to decamp was a demonstra-
tion of their gratitude to the 
administration of governor 
Yahaya bello for the “unpar-
alleled development” and the 
accelerated infrastructural 
and human capital advance-
ment in the area.

olofu, who served as 
council chairman and mem-
ber, Kogi house of assembly 
under the PDP platform, said 
the entire okpo, ogugu and 
imane districts that make up 
the council had decided to 
stand by their son, Edward 

VIctOrIA NNAKIAIKe, Lokoja

Oyegun

onoja, chief of Staff to gov-
ernor bello.

the political activities 
in Kogi State were recently 
moved to okpo, headquarters 
of olamaboro local govern-
ment area, where eminent 
politicians from the aPc gath-
ered to receive the decampees 
who have left their parties for 
the aPc.

olofu promised to canvass 
more support for the party 
to give it an overwhelming 
victory in the next election, 
stressing that the members 
would not rest on their oars 
until victory was achieved.

Earlier, the member repre-
senting the area in the state 

house of assembly, linus 
ojochenemi Enenche, wel-
comed the new members, and 
commended their courage for 
the decision, promising that 
the party would treat them 
as equals, and that politics 
thrived on interests.

Edward onoja, the chief 
of Staff to bello, claimed that 
out of the 26 years of its cre-
ation, the state had been in 
the doldrums for 13 years due 
to the misrule of the PDP.

he said some major roads 
in the area had suffered seri-
ous neglect and dilapidation 
even when the governors 
who ruled the state after 
abubakar audu were all 
from the senatorial district.

“today, we are seeing tre-
mendous change in every 
sector, including the infra-
structure across the state. 
idah-anyigba, okpo-ogwug-
wu-imane, ankpa-abejukolo 
roads and a host of others 
are under construction and 
rehabilitation,” he said.

the new members were 
received by the Deputy 
governor of the state, Si-
mon achuba at the occasion 
graced by the Secretary to 
the State government (SSg), 
Folashade ayoade arike and 
the aPc zonal leader, linco 
ibrahim ocheje, among many 
others.

Foundation donates food items, materials to 
Abia First Lady’s pet project

a 
non-governmental 
organisation, nwa-
dinobi Foundation, 
has donated food 

and assorted materials to the 
nkechi ikpeazu’s Pet Project, 
Vicar hope Foundation.

While receiving the 
items which included as-
sorted wrappers, bags of rice, 
crates of soft drinks, cartons 
of bottled water and toilet-

ries, the abia State first lady, 
nkechi ikpeazu commended 
the nwadinobi Foundation 
for complementing her office 
in making life more meaning-
ful for the less-privileged and 
indigents in society.

Speaking with journal-
ists shortly after making 
the donation,  John K. nwa-
dinobi, chief executive of 
nwadinobi Foundation, 
said that his organisation 
decided to support the wife 
of the governor, because 
of her philanthropic dis-

position and responsibil-
ity of carrying everyone 
along, including the less-
privileged, widows and 
the physically challenged 
persons in the state.

according to him, “the 
task of leadership and gover-
nance is such that demands 
collective support of all to 
achieve maximum goal, gov-
ernance these days need pri-
vate intervention to succeed, 
that is why we have come to 
support her even with this 
little items.”
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Houston flood disaster and the limit of science

T
he images of on-going 
Houston flood disaster 
are quite scary and heart 
shattering. A young man 
in his thirties burst into 

sorrowful tears as he watched all 
that he had worked for all his life 
gone with the flood.  Many sought 
for safety on roofs of houses and on 
top of vehicles for hours as flood 
water covered everywhere. Worst 
hit are hapless children and aged 
ones. Perhaps more horrific is the 
case of a woman on wheel chair 
who had just had surgery and still 
had to cope with her frightened 
toddler. Homes were submerged 
while power was cut off. Even a heart 
of steel will melt at the sight of some 
of the horrific scenes. It is such a 
monumental catastrophe that is far 
beyond the scope of human and 
scientific capacity. 

Many have become homeless 
as thousands of people continue 
to seek emergency shelter from the 
wind and rains. Reports say about 
30,000 residents are presently in 
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need of shelter while the Houston’s 
George R Brown Convention Centre 
has already exceeded its bed capacity 
of 5,000 even as new locations are 
being sought. A Red Cross source 
claim that volunteers at the Centre 
had to create space for more evacuees 
by pushing beds together. Houston 
authorities believe that in spite of 
the already jam-packed situation at 
the Centre, no one would be turned 
away from taking shelter there.  The 
objective is to give as much succour 
to as many people as possible.    

According to unconfirmed source, 
26 people have been killed by the 
raging storm. The most pathetic being 
a family of six who allegedly got killed 
when the raging flood viciously swept 
them away in a van. Unidentified 
numbers of people are currently 
stranded in their homes awaiting 
rescue while rescue workers are using 
boat to reach out to the trapped. To 
further intensify rescue efforts, Texas 
Governor, Greg Abbot, has tripled the 
number of official personnel involved 
in rescue mission from 4000 to 12000.

All shops and business centres are 
currently shut down as loss incurred 
has tentatively been put at above 
30 billion US dollars. This is aside 
huge health and economic concerns 
that might take years to really fully 
address. Since Texas is the energy 
hub of the USA, the disaster would 
no doubt have a grievous effect on 

the nation’s energy situation. Already, 
prices of gas have reportedly shot 
high in the Houston region.

Sadly, respite doesn’t seem to be in 
sight for Houston and her traumatized 
residents as storm Harvey is regaining 
strength and continues to batter 
south-eastern Texas, while life-
threatening floods continue to surge 
through Houston.    With up to 20 
inches (51cm) of further rain already 
predicted for the grieving region, 
experts are of the view that the worst 
isn’t yet over for Houston.

According to experts, the situation 
is seemingly beyond control because 
the storm is generating an amount of 
rain that would normally be seen only 
once in more than a thousand years. 
There are fears that the floodwater 
would spill around a pair of 70-year 
old reservoir dams that protect the 
city-centre of Houston. This implies 
that flooding might get worse in the 
days ahead and the floodwaters will 
be slow to recede once Harvey finally 
moves on. To further reinforce the 
notion that the amount of water being 
currently experienced in Houston 
is unparalleled in contemporary 
age, the National Weather Service 
had to update the colour charts on 
its official rainfall maps to indicate 
heavier totals!  

According to Tom Dart, an 
environmental expert, there is no 
way that Houston or any other city 
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for that matter could have been ready 
for the current disaster because 
much of the Houston region’s flood 
planning is designed for the region 
for 100 years events, with just a 1% 
chance of occurring in any given 
year. He explicates that a flood of 
the magnitude being experienced in 
Houston is an 800-year event and it 
exceeds the design specifications of 
all the region’s levees as they couldn’t 
cope with a 59ft river level which 
threatens to overtop many of the 
levees   put in place in the region to 
hold back flooding.

A major truth to discover from the 
Houston tragedy is that in-spite man’s 
advancement in technology and 
science; it is really difficult to fully tame 
nature. Modern industrial activity has 
embraced ruthless ways of crushing 
global natural systems. Indeed, the 
prevailing trend of the modern world 
is the pursuit of activities that portend 
great danger for the future existence 
of the earth. In finding solutions to 
complex world’s challenges, man 
unconsciously creates other problems 
that are often too difficult to manage.

While one might not really have 
a straight-jacketed explanation for 
the Houston disaster, commonsense 
should however instruct all that the 
less man tampers with nature, the 
better for us all. Meanwhile, may the 
Lord provide speedy succour for all 
victims of the Houston calamity flood.  
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O
ver the next few 
months, the 12,000 
employees based at 
Apple’s headquarters 
i n  C u p e r t i n o , 

California will complete their move 
to an extravagant new campus. The 
“spaceship,” covering 2.8 million 
square feet, includes a two-story 
yoga studio, running paths, and 
even revolutionary pizza boxes 
that keep slices crisp. One thing it 
does not have, however, is daycare.

When it comes to ignoring 
the importance of childcare for 
working parents, Apple is far 
from unique. And that omission 
places a powerful drag on parents’ 
ability to achieve their economic 
potential, with women suffering 
the most. 

Worldwide, women carry out 
twice as much unpaid domestic 
and care work – including raising 
children, caring for sick or elderly 
family members, and managing 
the household – as men do. In 

Visionary Voices!
Making “women’s work” count BHARATI SADASIVAM

Nigeria and the assault on law and order

We cherish readers’ reactions to stories and articles published in BusinessDay. All such reactions, which must not be 
more than  250 words, 

Mexico, India, and Turkey, women 
do three times more care work 
than men.

This “gender chore gap” limits 
women’s choices, as it impedes 
their ability to obtain formal 
education, secure good jobs, and 
achieve equal pay. Indeed, though 
women around the world actually 
work  more  than men in total 
(including both paid and unpaid 
work), they earn one quarter 
less, on average, hold only one 
quarter of executive positions in 
the private sector, and occupy 
less than one quarter of all seats 
in national parliaments. Only 
half of working-age women 
worldwide are in the paid labor 
force, compared to more than 
three quarters of men.

T h i s  s i t u at i o n  i s  s l o w l y 
beginning to change. Unpaid 
household and care work is 
gradually shedding its reputation 
as “women’s work,” and men today 
are assuming more household 
responsibilities than their fathers 
and grandfathers did.  Some 
countries, particularly in Europe, 
are revising traditional leave 
policies so that parents can choose 

The blatant   disregard for 
the  due process of the law 
being exhibited by all classes 

of people  in our country  is a cause 
for serious concern.  Often, the law 
is  twisted and circumvented by 
unscrupulous elements to suit their 
selfish goals. 

This is a dangerous trend that 
will birth nothing but chaos and 
anarchy. Any nation that renders its 
laws impotent is naturally heading 
for chaos. A situation where the law 
becomes nothing but mere written 
words to line up the book shelves of 
law firms, court rooms, libraries and 
academic institutions portends great 
danger for all.  Of what essence are 
finely crafted laws that cannot be 
enforced or effectively applied?

In Nigeria to day,  it  is  not 
uncommon to hear of suspects 
escaping from police custody or 
innocent citizens being arrested 
unlawfully. It is also not unusual 
for   the rich and p owerful   to 

preschool children to the sick, the 
disabled, and the elderly – and that 
they are universally accessible and 
affordable.

Beyond services, however, 
achieving the SD Gs’ targets 
wil l  re quire   p olicy change. 
Most important, governments 
must establish requirements 
for parental and family leave 
programs. Together with private 
companies, they can also provide 
monetary incentives for men and 
women to share household and 
care work more equally. Such 
policies have proved effective not 
only in Northern Europe – the 
most commonly cited model – but 
also in Eastern European countries 
like Lithuania, Estonia, and even 
Hungary, demonstrating that they 
can be applied anywhere.

A t  a  t i m e  w h e n  m a n y 
governments, particularly in 
the developing world, are faced 
with severe fiscal constraints, 
such interventions may seem 
farfetched. But spending on the 
care sector should be viewed 
as an investment, not a cost. 
A recent study in Turkey showed 
that one dollar of public money 

invested in the care sector could 
create 2.5 times as many jobs as a 
dollar invested in the construction 
industry. More than half of those 
jobs – decent jobs that could raise 
incomes and living standards, 
particularly for poor households – 
would go to women.

International institutions can 
play an important role in helping 
governments to seize the opportunities 
presented by investment in the 
care sector. In the former Yugoslav 
Republic of Macedonia, the United 
Nations Development Programme 
undertook an initiative that helped 
women who had mostly worked at 
home their entire lives to find jobs 
in the care sector, enabling them 
to make use of their skills, by caring 
for children and for young adults with 
disabilities, while earning an income.

As populations grow and age, 
the care sector will only increase 
in importance. Adapting to these 
new circumstances now will give 
countries a considerable advantage, 
as it bolsters women’s rights and 
freedoms, generates jobs, and make 
societies more equal. So what are 
we waiting for?

(c): Project Syndicate
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how to allocate time off after the 
birth of a child.

More broadly, the value of 
unpaid hous ehold and care 
work – not just for children and 
family members, but also for the 
long-term health of societies and 
economies – is increasingly being 
recognized. Efforts to measure 
the contribution of care work to 
national economies have produced 
estimates ranging from 20% to 60% 
of GDP.

In 2015, United Nations member 
states adopted the  Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), which 
call for recognizing, reducing, and 
redistributing unpaid care work 
– a measure long proposed by 
feminist economists and gender-
equality advocates. The question 
now is what can actually be done 
to meet this objective.

The responsibility will lie, first 
and foremost, with governments. 
After all, while businesses or 
neighbourhood associations may 
offer childcare options to working 
parents, costs and quality vary 
widely. Government action is 
needed to ensure that care services 
cover all who need them – from 

enforcement agency such as the 
EFCC and the recent gruesome 
attack on hapless worshippers in a 
Catholic church in Anambra state 
attest to the level of depravity and 
lawlessness to which the country 
has sunk. This is unacceptable in a 
lawful society.But then, does ours 
really represent a lawful clime?

It is also unimaginable and 
shocking that a group of Nigerians 
will go on the social media to clamour 
for the release of an alleged hard core 
criminal kingpin and kidnapper like 
Evans. This depicts the poverty of our 
values, the paucity of our thinking 
and the depravity of our mentality.

In so many ways Nigeria and 
Nigerians have exhibited a penchant 
for disobeying the law, ranging from 
inability to obey simple traffic rules 
and regulation to adherence to 
safety and routine environmental 
sanitation laws.

The consequences of a lawless 
society are enormous and far 
reaching with multiplier effects on 
the entire society. It does nothing but 
encourages increase in crime and 
corruption. The apparent disregard 
for value, culture and ethics is an 
offshoot of the state of lawlessness 
in the country.

According to the National Bureau 
of Statistics (NBS), Government 
officials tookN400b  bribes  in one 
year. The NBS also reported an 

increase in crime rate in areas such as 
offence against persons, offence 
against property, offence against 
lawful authority and offence against 
local Acts. The need to revitalize the 
Judiciary and all components of our 
legal machinery becomes expedient 
in the face of these imminent crises.

The law  has been defined as 
a  system  of rules that are created 
and enforced through social or 
g o ve r n m e n t  i n s t i t u t i o n s   t o 
regulate behaviour. In other words 
it is the whole body of such customs, 
practices, or rules that preserve law 
and order in societies.

C o n s e qu e n t l y,  w h e n  l aw s 
are obeyed there is peace and 
tranquillity within the society 
and a drop in crime rate. The quick 
dispensation of justice also promotes 
compliance nonetheless maximizing 
obedience is a crucial element in 
a law being successful. Thus, a 
straightforward measurement of 
whether a law is achieving its goals 
or its impact is the extent to which 
there is compliance with it.

However, the law on its own 
cannot function,  enforcement is 
necessary for rules to be obeyed; it 
must be implemented by state 
bodies and apparatus of government. 
Government must possess the 
political will to fight crime and 
corruption while the people must 
be aware of the various laws guiding 

their engagements or activities. 
Agencies of government such 

as the EFCC, ICPC, FRSC, VIO, 
LASTMA, KAI, Judiciary, Police 
Force and others that are responsible 
for enforcing the law must be pro-
active rather than being reactive 
and act in an organized manner 
to  enforce  the  law  by discovering, 
d e t e r r i n g ,  re h ab i l i t at i n g ,  o r 
punishing people who violate the 
rules and norms governing the 
society. Their work also involves 
making sure a rule or standard or 
court order or policy is properly 
followed. They must be seen to be 
above board and disciplined.

The law as system of rules which 
may be enforced by the imposition 
of penalties must be seems  to be 
active and alive. That means it must 
be applied without fear or favour 
and it must be seen to be absolute. 
This will not only breed respect 
for the law but will build fear and 
compliance within the society. 
Above all, the Judiciary must be seen 
to be independent.  

I n  t h e  w o r d  o f  A m e r i c a n 
a u t h o r ,  a t t o r n e y  a n d 
diplomat, Caroline Bouvier Kennedy, 
“The bedrock of our democracy is the 
rule of law and that means we need 
to have an independent judiciary, 
judges who can make decisions 
independent of the political winds 
that are blowing”.
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unlawfully engage  the instrument 
of the law to oppress the poor or 
negatively influence the course of 
justice.

The challenges  ass o ciate d 
with seeking justice in Nigerian 
is frustrating and debilitating as 
many cases carry on endlessly with 
adjournment after adjournment; 
needless and frivolous adjournments 
that only serve to derail the course 
of justice.

The flagrant disregard for 
court injunctions and rulings 
b y  G o ve r n m e n t  a g e n c i e s  i s 
u n p r e c e d e n t e d   w h i l e   t h e 
shameful abuse  of the rule of 
law by top officials at different 
levels is quite unbecoming.

  How do we explain a situation 
where top public and private 
figures who defraud the nation 
of huge sum of money  walk free 
after returning  some percentage 
of their loot? In my opinion, recent 
clamour for amnesty for looters by 
some  members of the public and 
top political figures  is nothing but 
an endorsement of corruption. This 
is a slap on the face of the law and 
an affront on our collective psyche 
as a people.  

 Equally, the spate of lawlessness 
in the country is quite worrisome. 
A situation where gun men had 
the effrontery to launch  an attack 
on a legitimate  government law 



T
here is a story I 
like to tell. It is the 
story of how my 
small town in Imo 
State came to lose 

its moral balance.
There is a tree at one edge 

of the village square called 
‘abosi’ – I don’t even know 
what it is called in English. It is 
not such a mighty tree if you 
want to talk about size, but it 
is mighty if you consider the 
shade it provides and the rev-
erence accorded to it. The tree 
has logs of wood placed under 
it which served as platforms 
where people could sit.

Growing up, the abosi 
shade was a rendezvous for 
elders of the community. Sit-
ting there was considered an 
abominable act for any young 
man, let alone a woman. It 
was an unwritten rule, but 
everyone understood and 
respected it.

Then new money hap-
pened, and I saw elders who 
thitherto wouldn’t let any 
young person get any close 
to the tree willingly relin-
quish their seats for young 
people who had stumbled 
on money. That was in the 
1990s when financial crimes 
in the country peaked, and 
many young people, mostly in 

Clean money, dirty money

their twenties, found an easy 
avenue to sudden wealth. At 
first a few questions were 
asked, but when some of them 
began to build mansions, do-
nate handsomely to church 
building projects, provide cars 
and drivers for their ageing 
parents, and buy chieftaincy 
titles like balls of akara at the 
bus-stop, caution was thrown 
overboard. As parents whose 
sons had hit it big threw 
their newly-acquired weight 
around, those whose children 
hadn’t made it asked their 
own sons what they were 
living for.

Competition set in. It was 
all about making money; 
nobody cared how you made 
it. Many young people with 
bright future dropped out of 
school and joined the fray. 
Some who were traders in 
markets in the South-East 
auctioned their stocks and 
went to Lagos to catch ‘maga’. 
Those who didn’t have the 
brain for financial crimes took 
other crimes. There was only 
one rule: make money at all 
costs or die trying – and many 
actually died trying.

I remembered this story 
last month in the wake of 
the outrageous massacre of 
innocent people at St. Philip’s 

CHUKS OLUIGBO
Panorama

with

chuks.oluigbo@businessdayonline.com (08116759816)

Catholic Church, Ozubulu, 
Anambra State, especially 
when stories emerged that 
the killing had to do with 
a clash between two drug 
gangs.  

While there were several 
accounts of what might have 
transpired, the official version 
was that the killers were after 
a certain Aloysius Ikegwu-
onu (a.k.a. Bishop), who was 
said to have returned to the 
village on the previous day 
but left later in the day, and 
that the gunmen had appar-
ently assumed he was in the 
church but when they did 
not find him, they killed his 
father and opened fire on the 
congregation.

This was the version told 
by Garba Baba Umar, Anam-
bra State Commissioner of 
Police, who said the police 
strongly suspected the killing 
was related to a drug cartel. 
Umar said the police would 
certainly involve Interpol in 
cracking the case and that 
the force had already swung 
into action.

It was also the version 
told by Willie Obiano, Anam-
bra State governor, who vis-
ited both the church and 
the teaching hospital and 
promised thusly, “We are 

not going to relax until those 
who perpetrated this heinous 
crime are apprehended. That I 
can assure you.”

September 6 is just three 
days away, and families who 
lost loved ones in that ugly 
incident would be marking 
one month after their loved 
ones were brutally snatched 
away. Yet all hopes that the 
perpetrators of the heinous 
crime would be brought to 
justice seem to be dissipating. 
As I write, nothing is being 
heard about the case or the 
suspects.

Let it be stated again that 
it is of utmost importance that 
the culprits in that dastardly 
bloodshed are fished out and 
made to face the full wrath of 
the law. If it is indeed true, as 
the police told us earlier, that 
the killings were a fallout of a 
drug-related quarrel between 
two indigenes of the town 
who live outside Nigeria, then 
the case would have been 
cracked easily. Unless there is 
something the police are not 
telling us.

The said Bishop, even 
though he has pleaded in-
nocent in a video interview 
I watched, spoilt his commu-
nity with “philanthropic” ges-
tures. He constructed roads 
and invited Governor Obiano 
to commission them; reno-
vated churches in Ozubulu as 
well as the Igwe’s palace; built 
St. Philip’s Catholic Church, 
where last Sunday’s killings 
took place, and handed over 
to Nnnewi Catholic Diocese; 

doled out scholarships to Ozu-
bulu youths and took several 
of them to South Africa; in-
stituted a charity foundation; 
donates to the state police and 
the local vigilante groups, 
among other “goodies”.

While the story spread 
and people blamed the church 
and the community for swal-
lowing the booty without 
questioning the source, some 
argued that there was really 
no way the church could have 
distinguished between “good” 
money and “bad” money.

Interestingly, Nathaniel I. 
Ndiokwere, a Catholic priest, 
has said it is easy to know 
“bad” donors by looking at 
their spiritual life, moral life, 
and so on. He raised such 
questions as: If he is a young 
Nigerian, does he spray mon-
ey in public, in the air, often in 
flamboyant frenzy mood, and 
in great bundles, including 
currencies of many nations, 
not minding their denomina-
tions? If he is Catholic, does 
he receive Holy Communion? 
Does he go to confession? 
How many wives and concu-
bines does he have? Are his 
sources of income known and 
acknowledged by those who 
know him well? And so on.

But more interestingly, 
Ndiokwere deplore d the 
church for building gigantic 
projects that do not edify 
the soul.

“We invite the rich, in-
cluding the fraudulent ones, 
to sponsor our big cathedral 
and church projects, a rela-

F
or the majority, resign-
ing is an emotional and 
sometimes difficult busi-
ness that most people 

want to get over and done with 
quickly. However difficult it 
may be, it is wise to leave your 
organisation with a crispy clean 
slate. You can do this by avoiding 
these mistakes:

•Making things personal:  
More often than not, a decision 
to resign is prompted by unhap-
piness or discontentment with 
one’s status quo in the office or 
one’s boss. Whatever may be 
the case, it is always a mistake to 
make official matters personal. If 
your boss is your pain, strive to 
keep things professional until 
you resign. And when you do 
resign, do it with savvy and pro-
fessionalism. Do not leave the 
grapevine bubbling with tales 
of what transpired between you 
and your boss. Most off all, do 
not say nasty things about your 
boss to other employees who are 
staying behind.

•Quitting without ample 
notice: No matter how terrible 
your experience with the or-
ganisation is (or was), no excuse 
is good enough for resigning 
without giving sufficient notice. 
Even in the case where you have 
a tempting offer waiting at short 
notice, do your best to gain as 
much time as you can before 
jumping ship. If you explain to 
your new employer your reason 
for insisting on giving notice 
to your old employer, you will 
come across as being a profes-
sional and a person of integrity. 
Strive to follow the instructions 
on how to resign stated in your 
company handbook.

•Discuss your resignation 
with your boss first before any-
one else gets to know.  Etiquette 
demands that you show cour-

always prudent to eat before 
leaving for any occasion”, and he 
practised it. Whenever he had 
to go for a wedding reception or 
a burial or whatever occasion 
he was invited to, he would eat 
to his heart’s content at home, 
his answer was always: “I don’t 
tolerate hunger very much, 
and in the event that somehow 
they overlook me during food 
distribution, I don’t want to end 
up angry with my host.I believe 
his advice is timeless. Endeavour 
to have something in your stom-
ach just before you set out for 
any occasion.  Clamouring for 
food or calling for food will defi-
nitely detract from your poise.

• Never clamour for souve-
nirs: The same principle applies 
for souvenirs, don’t clamour 
for it. It is a shameful thing to 
behold when well dressed men 
and women trample over each 
other and quarrel over affordable 
pieces of household items. If you 
really like what was distributed 
at the party, and you did not get 
any, go to the market to purchase 
one of your own. It is far better 
than humiliating yourself by 
clamouring for gift items.

•Take a worthy gift to occa-
sions: if you must give a gift, give 
something that would be truly 
appreciated. It is ironic that most 
of the really big-sized gifts turn 
out to be the cheapest.

tesy to your boss by informing 
the person first about your 
resignation. It is unprofessional 
to have the news circulating 
in the office grapevine before 
your direct boss finds out.  Keep 
your resignation as low key as 
possible.  Plan in advance how 
you’ll share your news, rehearse 
if you have to and be sure to 
communicate your reasons for 
leaving clearly. Your message 
should be consistent, don’t tell 
your colleagues one thing and 
your boss something else. It 
is not a bad idea to tell your 
colleagues the reason for your 
move because you never know 
when they will be needful to 
your personal and career devel-
opment in the future.

• Shutting down before close 
of business: It is always very 
disappointing to witness em-
ployees distancing themselves 
from the company’s business 
after they put in their notices. 
Overnight they develop cold 
feet for the company’s affairs, 
they act as if rules don’t apply 
to them, their quality of work 
depreciates and some even go 
as far as stealing company prop-
erty. Anyone else may choose 
to behave in this manner, but a 
refined, classy and savvy person 
knows that the way he/she ends 
their time in the company is 
just as important as their track 
record with the company.  Be 
a professional and maintain 
the same work ethic you had 
at the beginning till your last 
day on the job. Work hard or 
even harder and do everything 
in your power to attract only 
positive attention to yourself. 
Make sure that you complete 
any outstanding tasks with the 
highest standard. Neglecting 
important work is a wrong way 
to resign from your job, and it is 

short-sighted and creates bad 
feelings.  Do it the right way. 
MKO Abiola, the late politician 
advised “Do not defecate under 
a tree that you may take shelter 
under in the future. The correct 
resignation etiquette that takes 
into consideration kindness to 
other parties and the organisa-
tion will contribute to continued 
success in both your personal 
and career development.

• Leaving without clearance: 
Leaving without undergoing 
the necessary clearance is tan-
tamount to sleeping with your 
front doors wide open; you 
make yourself vulnerable. After 
leaving a company, and some-
one else takes over from you, if 
for any reason, there are lapses 
or weak spots in the portfolio 
you handed over, it becomes all 
too easy for you to become the 
scapegoat. It becomes easy for 
people to lay blame at your door. 
When it involves issues like 
missing property, you may be 
labelled a thief. In extreme cases, 
the company may get the police 
involved and have you arrested, 
and of course defending your-
self will be difficult because no 
one will believe you. Questions 
like “why didn’t you clear your-
self?” will arise, and you may be 
hard pressed to come up with a 
credible defence.  Even in the 
case where the company decides 
not to involve the police, your 
reputation may be tarnished for 
a long time in that organisation. 
Clearing yourself with the ap-
propriate authorities may be a 
long and gruelling process, but 
in the end it will save you a lot of 
stress. When you resign, ensure 
that you leave with your head 
held high with style and dignity. 
Above all, always bear in mind 
that the world is much smaller 
than you know, and you may 

one day need your old organ-
isation in the future. Be sure to 
leave with the confidence that 
you can walk back in and be 
well received.

Manners when out and 
about...

At the cinema:
•Put your phone on silent. 

Take an inner seat if you arrive 
early.

•Keep quiet and enjoy the 
performance. Don’t make phone 
calls, or rattle candy wrappers or 
crack gum, or whisper. If you are 
bored. Slide down on your seat 
and take a short nap, if leaving 
the room is not on your agenda.

•If for any reason you arrive 
late, and you are entering a filled 
row, be sure to proceed down 
the row facing those already 
seated. In this way, you don’t 
doubly inconvenience them by 
showing them your rear.

•Take your garbage home 
with you. Do not leave behind 
food wrappers or drink cans.

• Be careful not to laugh 
raucously.

•If you have a child with 
you, keep the little one under 
control. Do not allow them 
begin to eat things you have 
not paid for. Don’t let them run 
wild, bumping into strangers. 
Make sure you pick after them; 
never indulge them in the habit 
of littering.

At a religious gathering:
• Dress appropriately. Times 

have changed tremendously; 
before, certain attires would 
be considered abominable to 
be worn to church, but they 
are allowed now. But this re-
laxed dress code is no excuse 
for extremities. The essence of 
going to a place of worship is 
to commune with God. Why 
dress provocatively, in the case 
of women, and wildly in the 

case of men, to such a gathering?  
A truly refined person is one 
with a sense of self respect and 
an understanding of the rules 
of propriety. It does not show 
much self esteem when you clad 
yourself in ways that will offend 
the sensibilities of others. And in 
case your defence is that: “this is 
a free world”, kindly note that a 
house of worship is going into 
the presence of God.  If respect 
for yourself and others is not 
enough motivation for decent 
dressing, let respect for God be 
your motivation.

• Observe the meeting eti-
quette on page 67. When in 
Church, chatting, making phone 
calls and holding conversations 
in a solemn worship setting 
portray you as someone with 
mixed up priorities.  In cases of 
emergencies you should excuse 
yourself from your seat and go 
out to make or take that phone 
call. No matter what the case 
may be, never take a call or chat 
for a prolonged period or hold 
intense conversations during 
the church service. 

•Don’t come in late to a 
Church service, and if you must, 
don’t amble or sashay in a man-
ner that would attract attention. 
Move briskly and follow the 
instructions of the ushers.

At a party or occasion...
•Never clamour for food! 

My father used to advise: “it is 

tionship that can one day land 
the church into deep crisis. 
It can explode even many 
generations after ours! We 
seek the rich out, wherever 
they reside, at home or over-
seas, and invite them to our 
launching ceremonies, to raise 
money for giant elephant 
church projects (never for the 
establishment of small-scale 
industries that can offer jobs 
to the youths!),” Ndiokwere 
wrote on his Facebook wall.

“If we are unable to capture 
them, we try imposing on 
them frivolous church titles 
in absentia! If we are not satis-
fied with that measure to grab 
much of their wealth, we try 
crowning their young wives 
with unmerited ‘motherhood 
titles’. If the mothers are still 
alive, behold the biggest title 
awards in the history of the 
church in the century!” he 
said.

He admonished the church 
in Igboland and Nigeria to cut 
its cloth according to its size, 
saying, “There is need to stop 
embarking on big projects 
that will consume millions 
we cannot afford. Often com-
pleted and dedicated, main-
tenance of the structures 
and big churches becomes 
a nightmare – leaking roofs, 
broken doors and windows! 
And behold a forest of cool-
ing ceiling fans that stopped 
working only weeks after 
their installation. Like Nigeri-
an roads, sooner they become 
death traps!”

I agree with him.

Resignation blunders
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I
nstead of hiding its face in shame and 
rather than mourn for its outrageous 
failure, the Joint Admissions and Ma-
triculation Board (JAMB) shamelessly 

took the madness to the market square last 
week, explaining that the reason why it 
reduced the cut off marks “was to stop the 
quest for foreign education  by Nigerians.”

This is sheer inanity! Rather than ten-
der public apology for the insult it heaped 
on Nigeria and Nigerians by lowering the 
entry cut-off marks for the UTME to a 
level that right-thinking members of so-
ciety felt was insulting and an attempt to 
ridicule Nigerians in the eyes of foreigners. 
It would be recalled that JAMB recently 

came out with cut-off marks of 120 over 
400 for admissions into universities; 100 
for polytechnics and colleges of education; 
while 110 is for those seeking admission 
into monotechnics. Hardly had the Board 
finished releasing the cut-off marks than 
condemnation began to fly from all cor-
ners. Many Nigerians have even called 
for the scrapping of the Board because 
they think it has outlived its usefulness. To 
further ridicule JAMB, some universities 
have even begun to call for post-UTME 
screening for candidates who scored from 
200. That alone is a subtle passage of a no-
confidence vote in JAMB. Another issue 
that appears confusing is the relationship 
between lowering of cut-off marks and 

S
uddenly, Nnamdi Kanu, the man be-
hind the secessionist movement of 
Biafra under the umbrella of Inde-
pendent People of Biafra (IPOB) has 

become a god that his followers worship. 
A particular picture went viral on social 
media last week, where a young man was 
doing obeisance to Kanu.

The picture however, did not show any 
sign that the worship was a forced one; 
it was a deliberate outpouring of loyalty 
to a figure that some youths in Igboland 
have erroneously come to believe has 
something good to offer them. Today, Kanu 
controls the largest number of youth fol-
lowership in the whole of South East geo-
political zone, yet he has no security details 
and there are no armored cars following 
him, unlike what the five state governors 
in the zone enjoy. I am not sure if any of 
the governors enjoys half the respect Kanu 
effortlessly enjoys in all the states across 
the region. Kanu became a thin god for 
filling the gap which the political elite in 
south east left yawning. This is in line with 
the axiom that nature abhors a vacuum. 
Although Kanu’s modus operandi may 
not be the best and may be condemnable 
to some extent, he is providing a utopian 
hope for a large population of people in 
Igboland today.

Those who think that the Biafra agita-
tion is just about the youth may be delud-

Kanu as a thin-god

T
he Nigerian society has turned 
into “chiboo anuozo.” Every day 
brings more terrible news that 
leave one with goose pimples 

and adrenaline rise. The national dai-
lies are filled with horrifying news. It 
is about poverty killing people; diseases 
and infirmity; ritual killings; kidnap-
ping; armed robberies; people using 
human parts to prepare pepper soup 
and sheer callousness of the ruling class 
against hapless citizens. It appears that 
the wickedness of leadership that is 
responsible for long years of neglect of 
the citizens may have equally pushed 
many people to embrace all manner 
of crimes to eke out a living. Coupled 
with the erosion of the value system 
in Nigeria which has left many with 
the character of beasts and demons; 
many today are even wicked than the 
Lucifer himself.

Here in Nigeria, public office holders 
steal as if they have come to the world 
to live indefinitely. A political appointee 

Callousness everywhere!
helps himself with the money he/she 
was supposed to use to better the lots of 
his/her compatriots. We hear and read 
about people using their fellow human 
beings for ritual purposes, all for money.

In many hospitals ,  particularly 
government-owned ones; we see non-
chalance all over the place. Doctors and 
nurses are no longer willing to do the 
job they were employed to do. A young 
boy of two- Christopher Mike-Ozugha 
was reportedly killed by some callous 
nurses in a hospital at Ikorodu area of 
Lagos. They deliberately put the boy on 
an empty oxygen tank to convince the 
boy’s mother that they were attending 
to him. Even when the boy’s mother 
repeatedly alerted them that it ap-
peared there was no oxygen inside the 
tank, they simply told her she should 
not disturb them. Callousness! That’s 
how a family lost its only child to some 
vampires in human flesh. The other day, 
a suspected cannibal and a member of 
a kidnap gang, Roland Peter, was said 

to have been arrested by the Police 
in Rivers State for “killing, beheading 
and using the liver and intestines of 
his victims” to make pepper soup. From 
Ogun State came a report last week of 
one Azeez Kelani who killed his friend 
David Adima, after stealing his crop. Ni-
geria used to be a peaceful country, but 
it appears we have lost our innocence. 
The society is stinking. Nowadays, 
people are hiding under religion to do all 
manner of evil. Confirmed conmen have 
invaded the church to defraud worship-
pers with their lying tongues and fake 
prophecies. Recently, we heard about 
a prophet that specialised in sleeping 
with females to exorcise them of evil 
spirits. He shaves their pubic hair and 
all manner of things. Just last week, 
the newspapers had a story of an imam 
who serially raped a minor in the guise 
of teaching her how to recite the Koran. 
My worries is that the more government 
and private organisations hold summits, 
conferences and workshops on how 
to move the country forward, and the 
more religious centres hold fellowships, 
the more Nigeria stinks. Who will really 
bell the cat?

ing themselves. There are many adults 
who are neck deep in that campaign and 
are also religiously making commitments 
in various ways towards the realisation 
of that dream.

As has been severally explained, Kanu 
is today enjoying relevance because the 
elected political practitioners in all the 
south east geopolitical zones have failed 
the people. They spend more of their time 
outside their states; they are always in La-
gos and Abuja, and leave the home porous 
for all manner of things to fester. The way 
things are now; the level of discontent 
against politicians, any attempt by any of 
the state governors to raise a finger against 
Kanu will be met with stiff resistance and 
bloodshed.

Kanu is simply reaping the gain of the ab-
sence of true governance in south east. Those 
who look up to him as the “messiah” may be 
doing so because it is like choosing between 
the devil and the deep blue sea. These are 
people who have suffered long years of ne-
glect by the government at the centre.

Religious leaders are also not helping 
matters. A good number of these youths 
have good education and skills but they 
idle away all day because those who claim 
to be their political leaders mind their own 
businesses and feed their bellies with the 
commonwealth. Have we pondered why 
the increase in all manner of crime in 
society? We may not have started seeing 
something dreadful, not with the rising 
ineptitude of government at all levels. I am 
just thinking aloud!

When silence is golden: JAMB take note

I will be surprised if Buhari calls for 
overhaul of nation’s health system

C
onsistently, President Muhamma-
du Buhari has patronised foreign 
health facilities against his own 
words at the inauguration of his ad-

ministration on May 30, 2015. His decision 
to seek medical help in the United Kingdom 
is a no-confidence vote in the health facili-
ties and personnel in the country. It is very 
ridiculous that a government that preaches 
local content, that preaches against stashing 
of the country’s funds in foreign accounts, 
and seeking avenues to repatriate such 
funds, has wholly embraced foreign treat-
ment, even when the ailment is as minor 
as an ear problem/irritation.

It is not that it is any body’s concern 
where the president seeks to go for treat-
ment, but it is everybody’s concern when 
the country’s health system is left coma-
tose and people cannot access treatment 
for the least ailment. All over the country, 
the story is the same- poor health system. 
Government-owned hospitals are in sorry 
state; disgruntled workforce, who though 
well-trained are not well-motivated to 
work passionately.

It is strike today, strike tomorrow. As a 
result of government’s lack of commitment 
to the health sector, Nigerians are dying in 
large numbers of treatable diseases. Can’t 
we for once ask ourselves- why do we allow 
our institutions to rot away, and we patro-
nise foreign ones? Do we actually think? If 
those foreign countries’ governments had 
acted the way we do here, would there be 
anywhere for our leaders to run to? What is 
wrong with us? Government has killed the 
education sector by funding the education 
of public office holders abroad. Is it not a 
shame? I had expected President Buhari, 
upon his return from London, to make a 
pronouncement that would revamp the 
health sector in the country. I would be 
surprised if he is even thinking along that 
line. After all, he is comfortable jetting out 
anytime he feels an itch in any of his ears! 
Nigeria we hail thee!

people seeking admissions offshore. The 
newly established private universities 
are there to cater to the needs of those 
who may not have the 200 cut-off mark. If 
some universities were bending backward 
to admit people who scored 180, it cannot 
be equated with 120. What JAMB is say-
ing is that our universities have become a 
dumping ground? No university, even the 
privately-owned ones will be celebrating 
and rushing to take in candidates with 
120; it will degrade them. If any university 
begins to admit people with 120, it means 
it is a low-grade institution that nobody 
should send their children there. By the 
way, how many of those at JAMB have 
their children schooling in Nigeria? I think 
that’s the research we need to carry out to 
determine the genuineness or otherwise of 
the people there.



Ogbuagu

How Nigeria can leverage maritime to revive economy, by ex-UNCTAD consultant

I
f you may rate Nigeria’s economy, 
maritime-wise, in comparison with 
global maritime economy, where 
are we by percentage; how do we 
close the gaps?

I will not lie to Nigerians; we have had 
a very bad run. I will tell you that our 
current public sector leaders have the 
best chance to turn things around; the 
ministers, heads of agencies, etc. At least 
60 percent of them are well focused now. 
Look at NEPZA (Nigeria Export Process-
ing Zone Authority). I do not know what 
background the honourable, Emmanuel 
Jime, had before going there but every-
thing has changed. The guy in NIWA 
(Nigerian Inland Waterways Authority) 
is doing very well, NPA (Nigerian Port 
Authority), NIMASA (Nigeria Maritime 
Administration and Safety Agency). So, in 
a way, it’s almost as if something has hap-
pened, by some luck, we now have people 
we can talk to in the various maritime 
agencies and ministries; in Petroleum, Ibe 
Kachikwu is doing well; Maikanti Baru 
is doing well in NNPC. There is about to 
be an explosion. I encourage them to be 
focused on the development of the mari-
time economy, at all levels.  

So, what is the relationship between 
the Nigerian maritime economy and the 
overall economy of Nigeria?

Between 60 and 75 percent of the 
Nigerian economy is maritime-related, 
including oil & gas. All pipe networks 
are part and parcel of maritime economy. 
There is no ministry or agency of govern-
ment that has no maritime content. For 
instance, Ministry of Interior has marine 
police there. Ministry of Defence has the 
Navy. Ministry of Trade and Industry has 
the free trade zones. There is no maritime 
without cargo, without export or import. 
That shows how big maritime economy is, 
and our mission in Marine Club of Nigeria 
is to capture them wherever they are and 
bring them under one roof. Many years 
ago, people thought maritime was all 
about shipping. They did not know that 
Customs is part of maritime, despite being 
under the Ministry of Finance. 

The message is getting across and by 
the time we are through getting all our 
people under one roof, people would see 
how big the maritime economy is.

 What global experience, if any, 
does Nigeria need to move this kind of 
venture and do you possess this kind of 
global experience”

I hinted that by 1984 to 1986, I was 
a consultant to the United Nations 
Committee on Trade and Development 
(UNCTAD). My brief then was to help 
third world countries like India, Brazil, 
Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, Libya, Kuwait, 
Malaysia, South Korea, before they broke 
away to become developed countries and 
left Nigeria behind. We were all strug-
gling together to come into the maritime 
economy. For instance, South Korea was 
nowhere but they are the number one 
in shipbuilding in the world now. In that 
period too, Korea has established about 20 
big maritime universities, each one bigger 
than the biggest university in Nigeria. So, 
I have had that experience. The maritime 
city in Dubai is my design; I did not do it 
for Dubai, I designed it as a concept for 
the world but Dubai bought it from UNC-
TAD and developed it. There is no lack 
of knowledge in that sector, and it is not 
only me. They are in our Marine Club of 
Nigeria. If we get the maritime economy 
right, this decline in Port Harcourt will 
disappear. Empty buildings will bounce 
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back, life will return to the city and inse-
curity will reduce. 

Are there other things outside trade 
zones Nigeria should begin to do now to 
recapture maritime economy?

Plenty! You know the government 
rolled out the programme of developing 
the railway system. You know it is 100 
percent maritime economy. We want to 
encourage them, not just to roll out but to 
implement them to ensure we have rail 
lines linking all parts of Nigeria.

On the issue of NNPC owning ships, 
we have written proposals to them. The 
minister is a very hardworking person, 
very different. Before, if you wrote to 
the NNPC, you would not get any reply 
in four years. Now, write to Kachikwu, 
in less than one week you get a reply. 
It is very efficient now. Baru, the group 
managing director of NNPC is an indus-
try player. He is a good hand. The time 
has come for that thing that should have 
been done a long time ago to be done so 
the NNPC would own its own vessels. 
The cargo, meaning the crude oil and the 
refined product, which are carried in ves-
sels, must be sold CIF (Cost Insurance and 
Freight). By this, the person selling will 
now be able to nominate which vessel 
will carry either the crude or the refined 
product. As long as they are patriotic, 
why would they not nominate Nigerian 
vessels? But when you sell FoB (Free on 
Board), you lose 60 percent of the extra 
profit in the shipping or insurance that is 
involved. So, if NNPC can decide now, and 
it is as easy as ABC, tell all those people 
that have been collecting commission on 
FoB that it’s over. If they sell FoB, the for-
eign people will give them big money and 
carry the crude/refined product in their 
own vessels. This makes the individuals 
rich and makes Nigeria poor. That is how 
it has been going on for years and they 
don’t want it to change.

We have shown them how NNPC 
could in just four years own over 200 ves-
sels. The cargo is the deciding factor and 
the NNPC has this. They don’t need to do 
any joint venture (JV) partnership. What 
has been going on is that these foreign 
companies would offer you JV deal and 
strangulate the chances of NNPC having 
its own vessels. Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Venezuela, Libya (before), they have 
none. Why must Nigeria have JV with 
anybody? We don’t need it. We have the 
manpower and know-how for NNPC to 
have hundreds of vessels. If NNPC gives 
me cargo-guarantee now, that is all the 
cargoes they generate, by export and im-
port, I will give NNPC hundreds of vessels 
in less than four yours. I have been saying 
this for years now. Why is it so difficult? 
All other countries have done this, so 
what is difficult here? You don’t commit 
one kobo in buying the vessels because 
you will get the funds from international 
finance companies at less than three per-
cent to buy the vessels and offset it from 
the operations of cargo guarantee. The 
only way to give cargo guarantee is by 
selling CIF. Nigeria is the only oil country 
that has no vessel of her own. That was 
the formula that I used in the 1980s to 
make Saudi Arabia to become a major ship 
owner. Sell CIF and the finance world will 
fall over themselves to give you money. 
There are several vessels offshore Nigeria 
waiting to do bri-bri and do business in 
Nigeria. Why do people want to collect 
commission from foreign ship owners 
when Nigeria can get everything; can 
own hundreds of ships and employ thou-

sands of people? If we sell CIF, you would 
see Nigerian flagged ships all over the 
world. The ships can help in wars. When 
Britain went to the Falklands to fight, 
was it not commercial ships that were 
converted to war ships? Yes, that is what 
countries do. Those commercial ships are 
technically the country that owns them. 
You will pay them but they are loyal to 
you. If you use foreign ships, they may 
sabotage you and you will be defeated. 
Your sovereignty increases with ships at 
sea. I don’t know why we just do elemen-
tary things; I have been talking since my 
20s and I am still talking.

 That takes me to my next question; 
why have they not involved you in 
running this sector since you have been 
talking?

I don’t even want them to give me job 
but they should at least do the right thing.

Why don’t they give you; do you have 
anything implicating in your records?

Maybe you ask them because there is 
nothing implicating in my records. Sup-
posing I was in the driving seat of how we 
sell oil, nobody will sell Nigeria oil FoB. I 
must say that sometimes if I do not like 
a government I may not want to work 
with them. I have been offered things 
at the state level (Enugu) and I said no. 
The moment they know you know, they 
run away from you as far as possible. 
The reason I am friends with everybody 
is because they see I am not asking for 
position. Else, they would be distancing 
themselves from me.

What agenda do you have for Port 
Harcourt this time around; what has 

brought you to Port Harcourt this time 
around?

As ever, Port Harcourt has always been the 
natural hub for the whole gamut of maritime 
economy and sub-sectors. It’s worrisome that 
this has not been realised. Now, the main 
focus or target we are coming with is the free 
trade zone project to be called the Maritime 
Free Trade Zone. We have already notified 
the governor, Nyesom Wike. If we get land, 
minimum of 2000 hectares of frontline wa-
terfront, many wonderful things will happen, 
including a world class ship building yard, not 
boat-building but big ships that carry contain-
ers, Ro-Ro vessels; the kind they build in the 
US, Norway, South Korea, Finland and other 
ship-building nations including Britain. We 
need a ship-builder in Nigeria, and we want 
it here in Port Harcourt. Such a project could 
mop up all the boys that are restive in Rivers 
State because ship-building requires a lot of 
hands. It cannot be automated to eliminate 
labour. That alone will help to stop insecurity 
by mopping up a lot of idleness, hopelessness 
and poverty. 

You mentioned the Chamber of Com-
merce; the leadership there has been saying 
that Port Harcourt is primarily a maritime 
city and was named after a port; do you agree 
with that; any hope for collaboration?

Absolutely, we are on same page. We spoke 
even today (August 28, 2017); what they say 
is what we say. If you want to address the 
economic downturn, poverty, and closure of 
businesses in the Garden City, you return to 
maritime. You deal with the cause of closure 
of maritime businesses. That would lead you 
to attracting investments into the maritime 
sector. We know the problem of Rivers State 
and this can be solved economically.  

Why Port Harcourt, instead of other coast-
al states; is it just the love; if Port Harcourt re-
jects your offer, would you move elsewhere?

Port Harcourt will not reject our offer. The 
government of Rivers State is desirous of find-

ing solutions to the economy of the state. 
We are here to provide that solution. Yes, 
it is true that in the course of inquiries, 
Delta State has said, come and take 2000 
hectares of land. Lagos too is beckoning 
on us, but Port Harcourt must be number 
one because, you asked that question. By 
geography, by the expanse of hinterland; 
by the closeness of Aba and Onitsha, the 
seas and calm waters, Port Harcourt is it. 
Look at the oil/gas economy, agriculture, 
and fishery are here. Port Harcourt is the 
only place where everything about the 
maritime economy is in one place; the rail 
system, ports, international airport, etc. 
By nature, by now, Port Harcourt ought 
to be way ahead of any city in Nigeria, 
the New York, the Big Apple of Nigeria, 
by now. We have not arrived there yet; 
maybe they are sitting on attitudinal 
matters which need to be addressed. Port 
Harcourt was on the way to getting there 
before but something happened, and all 
of a sudden, Port Harcourt started to lag 
behind. Port Harcourt can come up again. 
If the Docklands of London came up again 
when Margaret Thatcher became prime 
minister of Britain, Port Harcourt can 
come up again. You just need the right 
mix of leadership and followership and 
Port Harcourt can start to grow again.

I can say this, Port Harcourt and 
Rivers State, there are enemies all over; 
people who do not want Port Harcourt 
to become what it ought to be. Those 
enemies include people that come from 
Port Harcourt, plus those from outside. 
Where there are such enemies, we find 
a way around them. We cannot throw 
in the towel because of detractors. There 
is no option than to make Port Harcourt 
what it ought to be.

Let me say this, it is not about Port 
Harcourt, there is Rivers State, there 
is the Niger Delta, there is the Gulf of 
Guinea, all looking up to Port Harcourt. 
There are many countries looking up to 
Port Harcourt, from Nigeria, Cameroon, 
Equatorial Guinea, etc as a hub. Port 
Harcourt ought to be a shining light and 
it can easily become so.  Marine Club just 
wants to have a base to start doing things. 
The kind of services and the products 
that would be coming from the Maritime 
Free Trade Zone, from ships to fabrication, 
would be a surprise the neighbours. They 
too would sit up. We have always said, it 
must not be Onne or our free trade zone 
alone that should be the only free trade 
zones in Port Harcourt. All they need do is 
find people who can run free trade zones, 
and give them land to develop such hubs. 
All the newly developed economies of the 
world including Dubai did so on the free 
trade zone concept. The entire United 
Arab Emirate (UAE) is a free trade zone 
country; it means you don’t pay duty, 
either in importation or exportation. If 
you now want to bring any goods into the 
real country from the free trade zone, you 
now pay duty but you would have saved 
money from the one you would have 
paid to import directly. Free Trade Zone 
is attractive for even those who would 
produce and sell in-country because 
free trade zones are treated as foreign 
countries. It is far more attractive to those 
who produce and export to the outside 
world from the free trade zones. That is 
why foreigners love it so much because 
the regime there is very business friendly. 
So, if Port Harcourt wants to develop very 
fast, the concept of free trade zone is the 
answer. Make land available but not to 
anyhow person, to only those who have 
the capacity to attract investors and man-
age the free trade zones.

In our own case, if we are given land, 
up to 2000 hectares, if we do not fully 
develop the land, the government should 
take it back. The governor should take 
back the land. That is the guarantee we 
are prepared to give. We do so because 
we have got people making inquiries for 

things like shipbuilding. Cabotage can-
not build ships here. These foreigners 
want to come and build ships here but 
with land and other guarantees. These 
inquiries are from China, US, all over. You 
know I was a UN consultant in maritime 
development and a lot of these countries 
know me personally. If I call, they will 
come. I helped them but they have gone 
far. Their governments are not like ours. 
They supported them and they went very 
far. If I say, come and help me back, they 
will come. Port Harcourt is a must even if 
we move to Delta State.

Nigeria needs many shipyards and 
many ships. Our waterways are very 
idle. Elsewhere, waterways are as busy 
as roads. Here, only crocodiles, no mark-
ing, no traffic, nothing. It’s so sad, just like 
a dead country. We cannot depend on 
imported vessels to ply those waterways, 
no. We have to have ship-building and 
boat-building capacities. The only way to 
do that is for government to assist just by 
providing land. That is all, maybe access 
road.

 To test your enthusiasm sir; there is 
this acrimony between Rivers’ sons in 
the state government and those serving 
the FG; how do you wish to survive this 
when there would be need for collabora-
tion between the state and federal agen-
cies? Don’t you have fears beyond land 
acquisition?

I don’t have any fears. For instance, the 
maritime economy is bigger than imagi-
nation, so it’s not one ministry that is in 
charge. For free trade zones, the regulatory 
authority is under the Ministry of Trade 
and Industry, the minister there is from 
Abia State. Even if the minister was from 
Rivers State, I would have no fears. The 
minister who is from Rivers State is even 
with us. Yes, he is one of us. His NIMASA 
agency is corporate member of the Marine 
Club and almost all his agencies are cor-
porate members or about to become. As a 
matter of fact, the Marine Club of Nigeria 
abhors three basic things; partisan politics, 
tribe and religion. They are no go areas. 
The Minister of Transportation knows 
it too well. Those who tried it, including 

senators and big people were removed, 
after some warnings. It is highly for 
maritime economy, purely professional; 
it is for people with passion for maritime 
economy.

By the way, what is that big deal about 
federal or state? We are even capable of 
bringing them together, so long as they are 
involved in maritime investment. They all 
want the best for Rivers State, even those 
aides around them that may be fanning 
the embers of discord; they too want the 
best for their state. We know that some 
aides don’t help matters.

WEven if there are approvals needed 
from FG agencies, it is not the state govern-
ment that would go for it, it’s the Marine 
Club. Yes, we will need something from 
state, federal and local agencies plus indi-
viduals. We do not have any fears in terms 
of getting this dream actualised.

What is the structure of the Marine 
Club of Nigeria, and who are qualified 
to join and what roles do they play as 
members?

It is an incorporated umbrella associa-
tion of maritime professionals, practitio-
ners and stakeholders. When we started 
off by 2003, the club was defined for those 
mainly in shipping and in core maritime 
jobs. Over the years, we have broadened 
its scope to now cover what we present as 
Maritime Economy of Nigeria. It is true too 
that when we started, it was private sector, 
but in the last three years we saw there 
was a problem between the private sector 
and the public sector. Each sector saw the 
other as ‘them’. Now, we decided we must 
bring both sectors together under one roof. 
That was when the membership changed 
and corporate members are in. Now, there 
is no longer ‘them’ or ‘us’. It is all of us.

Again, when we started, it was senior-
ity basis, people that had been there for 
long. It became necessary to bring down 
the lower bar to admit younger persons 
with good experience of up to 10 years, 
people with bright ideas, instead of 30 
years and above. We welcome persons 
with passion for the maritime economy; 
lecturers, engineers, stevedores, chandlers, 
trained persons in the sector, etc.

Any other message, especially issues of 
maritime banking, insurance, etc?

One of the things we are doing is at 
the Corporate Affairs Commission (CAC) 
level. We are registering a company called 
Maritime Finance Company Limited. The 
delay is because the share capital should 
be a minimum of N200m if we must cover 
finance sector. When that is done, it will 
be the catalyst for acceleration of the 
maritime sector by providing maritime 
banking and insurance services. It will face 
infrastructural financing in the free trade 
zone. We are partnering with NEPZA.

Some of the companies would be scat-
tered in the various maritime free trade 
zones across the country. Funds will come 
in from outside and could be disbursed at 
less than five percent interest; very special 
dispensation.

In a free trade zone, everything is with-
in you. The interest rate is our business as 
long as it is in the free trade zones. We are 
on it. Things have been delayed because 
of distractions but we have not been idle. 
We will not be waiting for commercial 
banks at 30 per cent. The company we are 
packaging will operate as a brokerage firm 
because it is not a lender but facilitator. The 
lender will be the Maritime Bank which 
would be promoted by the Maritime 
Finance Company. The Maritime Bank 
would be on the stock market.

Conclusion      
Our agenda is very clear on what we 

want to do to get us to where the Nigerian 
maritime economy ought to be.W
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Interview
Educating a child at university level 
requires  partnership - AUN President

M
ay we know the 
new things you 
a r e  b r i n g i n g 
to the table for 
AUN, especially 

as you have matriculated the 
first set of students under your 
administration? Again, you were 
aware of the insecurity in the 
North East before deciding to 
come; were you at any point 
bothered or afraid of the news 
of insecurity in the area?

Thank you. In terms of new 
things, that’s gonna be up to me 
and the team, together. So, to-
gether as a team, we would decide 
the new things we wanna bring. 
I’ll be working with students’ 
government leader; I’ll be work-
ing with Vice President, Stu-
dent Affairs; I’ll be working with 
deans, our faculties, our alumni 
network to see what we wanna 

do going forward. So, I think the 
old fashion style of leadership 
when a new leader comes and 
says ‘let’s do this’; that’s really not 
my style of leadership. My style of 
leadership is very collaborative. I 
wanna see organically what we 
wanna do together. So, it will be 
hard for me to say exactly what 
we’re gonna do. But we’re gonna 
do something. And I’m gonna 
tell you, watch this space. So, 
you can see our campus, we got 
a lot of land, you better believe 
we’re gonna build some build-
ings, we’re gonna have some new 
programmes, we’re gonna have 
more students, different kinds of 
students, but I don’t know what 
it will be yet. You have to come 
back and see.

Now, am I afraid? Sure. The 
human condition is to be afraid. 
But you know what, even in the 

On the sidelines of the recent Fall 2017 Convocation & Pledge Ceremony of the American University of 
Nigeria, Yola, Dawn Dekle, the fourth president of the institution who assumed duties on July 1, spoke 
with a select group of journalists on a wide range of issues, including the new things she’s bringing to the 
University; why she decided for Yola; assurances to parents and students, and the legacy she would want 
to leave behind after her stewardship at AUN. ZEBULON AGOMUO, Editor, was at the session. Excerpts:

United States, there are security 
threats. Even if I was president of 
a university in the United States, 
security will still be my number 
one thing. It has to be, that’s the 
age we are living in. So yeah, sure, 
it’s scary to be here. But I’m deter-
mined to make sure this campus 
stays open and redefined. Groups 
like Boko Haram, these youths 
in the north warning, this quit 
notice, etc. So, I will stand here, 
keep my head on the ground and 
we will make sure that these stu-
dents really get educated. Boys, 
girls, from all over the country, 
all over West Africa; this is what 
you do, this is education, this is 
our mission.

You spoke about adding new 
programmes to the school. I 
know you have the School of 
Law, Arts and Sciences and all 
that, which programmes are we 
most likely to see next?

That’s a great question. I have 
tasked the professors in the top 
team to first of all look at the 
schools we currently have. Let’s 
just take the School of Business 
as an example. So, the School of 
Business; we have programmes 
in Accounting, in Finance, in En-
trepreneurship, and a few others. 
But why don’t we look and see 
if we can add many other new 
majors within that school? So that 
will be our first task: what can we 
add within our current schools? 
And the second question is more 
long term: what new schools 
might we add? I don’t know yet. 
But it could be engineering, it 
could be medicine, it could be 
Architecture, it could be Public 
Health, it could be Criminology. I 
don’t know. But it’s gonna depend 
on the conversations we have 
and which ones make sense for 
our mission.

You’ll be here in the next five, 
six years or more, what kind of 
legacy will you want to leave 
behind?

According to our by-laws, my 
contract here is for four years. I’ll 
be glad to stay five but I’ll have to 
ask my Board of Trustees (laugh-
ter). Just like the president of 
the country, the president of the 
American University is a four-
year contract. What I will like to 
do is one simple thing. When I 
came in here, I said I believe the 
American University of Nigeria is 
Nigeria’s best-kept secret. Because 
when I came here in May, I looked 
around, I said ‘Oh God! Look at 
this! Nobody knows about this.’ 
It’s amazing. This place is an oasis. 
And you can come here and join 
our learning community. It’s just 
got so many facilities. The facul-
ties are amazing, the deans are 
amazing, the students are amaz-

ing and I’m like ‘Why is this not 
known?’ So, my legacy, I hope, af-
ter four years as president is that 
it’s no longer Nigeria’s best-kept 
secret. I really want Nigerians to 
know about this amazing school 
that is right here in your land.

 It appears many more parents 
are bringing their children to 
the school. What do you think 
is responsible for this?

I’m really glad to see so many 
parents come over the weekend 
and yesterday and be part of 
the convocation because in the 
United States, parents sometimes 
just put their child on the plane 
and send them. But we said no, 
bring your child because we want 
the parents to see the incredible 
learning community; we want 
the parents to meet the deans 
and the teachers, to really see, 
and to see the residence halls, 
the students’ lives, the cafeteria, 
the lavatory, everywhere. For me, 
educating a child at the university 
level requires a partnership. A 
partnership of the professors, the 
students’ lives, the alumni getting 
involved, the parents getting in-

volved; it all has to reinforce itself. 
And so, I’m very happy to see the 
parents involved. I’ve only been 
here, just going on eight weeks 
so I can’t really speak to what 
parents do in other universities. 
I suspect it may be a little bit less 
but we welcome the parents to 
come and partner with us, to help 
with the education of their sons 
and daughters.

You’ve worked in places like 
Iraq and Afghanistan, would you 
say your career has prepared you 
for the challenge in Yola?

I think nothing prepares you 
for Nigeria (laughter). I’ve always 
thought Nigeria was the ultimate 
destination. I think Nigeria has 
everything and I mean the whole 
spectrum. So, it’s got corrup-
tion, it’s got malaria, but it’s got 
Nollywood, it’s got pepper-soup 
(laughter). It’s really got a very 
interesting political situation 
going on and I don’t quite under-
stand that. It seems to have 500 
languages and ethnic groups. 
Nigerians like to debate, which 
I just love, I love the big debates 
Nigerians do. Nigeria has a rich 
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history. For me, Nigeria has got 
everything in one country and 
I think it’s fascinating. I was in 
Afghanistan, of course we dealt 
with other challenges. Iraq, dif-
ferent challenges, sure prepared 
me a little bit. But I would say, in 
any developing country in the 
world, I always tell people you 
go for two out of three any given 
day. And two out of three is, you 
wanna see if you have power so 
you can have a nice shower, you 
wanna see if you have electricity 
and you wanna see if you have 
internet. So, in Iraq and Afghani-
stan, it was always if you get two 
out of three, it was a good day. 
Sometimes, you get zero out of 
three. And if you get three out 
of three you say wow! That’s like 
a great day. So, with that kind of 
mindset, coming to Nigeria, I’ve 
had three out of three every day 
I’ve been here. That’s great.

There were some programmes 
that were initiated by the im-
mediate past president, like the 
Feed and Read; do you hope 
to continue or introduce other 
projects that would impact the 
community?

Yeah. Feed and Read, Waste 
to Wealth, Rags to Riches, the 
Adamawa Peace Initiative and 
there’s a whole list, broad spec-
trum of programmes. I really 
think in this day and age, a uni-

versity doesn’t exist in a vacuum, 
it exists in a community. Even 
though it’s necessary for us to 
have a wall around the campus 
for security reasons, that doesn’t 
mean we wouldn’t have a bridge 
with the community. So, all of 
these programmes are necessary 
not just so we can have a relation-
ship with the community but also 
to educate our students. Because I 
really think that what you learn 
outside the classroom is some-
times more valuable than what 
you learn inside the classroom. 
And I mean no disrespect for my 
wonderful deans and professors 
here, but it complements what 
you learn in the classroom. When 
you go out, when you help the 
community, when you do projects 
together, there are different skills 
you learn. There’s team work, 
you learn empathy and how to 
manage small budget and it has a 
real world of consequence. And 
so, doing these projects, and it’s 
not just the students doing them: 
professors, administrators, we 
go and do the projects together 
with them. So, it also gives us a 
common goal, it breaks down 
barriers that will normally exist 
in a learning environment. People 
call me Dr. D here. I’m not Madam 
President, unless it’s really official 
something, but just Dr. D. It helps 
break down barriers. But the 

answer is yes, we will continue.
In the short time that you’ve 

been here and based on your 
interactions with people so far, 
what kind of challenges do you 
foresee?

Every university in the world 
deals with challenges. The first 
challenge is limited resources. 
So, you always have an x pile 
of money and then you have 
to figure out what the priori-
ties are. But that is true of any 
university. Second challenge, of 
course, security; it’s a challenge. 
So, I always start my day with 
a security report. Even though 
the Boko Harams are rolled back, 
you can’t become complacent. 
So, it’s my job to make sure that 
the community remains safe and 
then I have to communicate that 
with the community and I have 
to make sure everybody else is 
not being complacent because I 
can’t have my eyes everywhere 
on the campus. I have to make 
sure everybody is watching out 
and everybody has communica-
tion channels. And so, I will say 
these are challenges. But these 
will be challenges anywhere else. 
I don’t want you thinking Nigeria 
is unique because it’s not.

Indiscipline is a common fac-
tor in many universities across 
the country. How do you intend 
to enforce discipline here?

At our convocations, we do a 
pledge ceremony, where all the 
students stand up and they pledge 
their integrity and honour to each 
other, to the university, to the 
honour code. And then we have 
an extensive training programme, 
if you will. In our AUN 101 class, 
in our students’ lives, and in the 
first-year experience that ex-
plains to students about what is 
our honour code. And so, these in-
clude the academic’s side, we don’t 
want students cheating on exams 
or plagiarizing. But it also includes 
the behaviour code. We don’t 
want hate speech on campus. 

This is a cross university and we 
are very proud to be known for 
this. We are known for integrity 
at this university, it’s part of our 
core values. Our core values are 
excellence, integrity and service.

During your convocation 
speech, you spoke about imagi-
nation and using it to spark cu-
riosity among the students. How 
do you intend to apply it here?

I had said that my definition 
of leadership is capturing the 
imagination of others; because if 
I capture your imagination, you 
will listen a little bit longer. So, 
I do think the role of a leader is 
to capture the imagination of as 
many people, as many stakehold-
ers as possible. And so, I’m always 
looking for different ways to roll 
that out. Yesterday, I spoke about 
Harry Potter and the author, J.K. 
Rowling had said that we have 
the power to imagine better. And 
she made a lot of money. She 
imagined the whole world, and 
look what she did. So, I think we 
can imagine a whole world that 
is better than the one we live in 
now. We can imagine a whole 
world beyond Boko Haram, we 
can imagine a whole world be-
yond corruption, we can imagine 
a whole world where education 
takes us to the next level, we 
can imagine a Nigeria taking its 
rightful place on the world stage, 
we can imagine Nigeria being 
the third most populous country 
in the world by 2050, we can 
imagine Nigeria being the ninth 
greatest, largest economy by 
2050, we can imagine this and we 
can make it happen. But it starts 
with having educated workforce. 
If you don’t have an educated 
workforce, you’re not gonna cre-
ate the skill-set so Nigeria can take 
its rightful place. And I don’t think 
Nigeria has ever had its rightful 
place on the world stage. I would 
love to help you guys do that, you 
deserve it, you got this great talent 
in this great country, go for it!



Lack of access roads hampering the 
agric potentials of my people - Monarch
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Our problem 
remains that 
we don’t have 
good road, it 
takes us up to 
four hours to 
go to Umuahia, 
a journey of 
one hour in the 
past

President Muhammadu Buhar

M
a y  w e 
k n o w 
t h e 
meaning 
o f  n e w 

yam festival as it is be-
ing celebrated in your 
domain?

To day, (26th day of 
August, 2017) is the final 
ceremony for the AtaIg-
bo-Ukwu Umuzomgbo 
Ihechiowa Autonomous 
Community new yam 
festival which started 
about three weeks ago. 
We invited our friends, 
w e l l - w i s h e r s  a n d  i n -
laws to come and join 
us to thank God for His 
mercy that we were able 
to plant the yam few 
months ago and we are 
alive to c elebrate and 
eat it.

This ceremony start-
ed a long time ago, you 
m ay  n o t  u n d e r s t a n d 
what we call  Eba Mai 
(cutting of old yam tu-
bers and sharing them 
among friends and rela-
tions), Afor Aria Ahu (a 
day set aside for evacu-
ating from the farm har-
vested yam tubers), Afor 
Nkuma ufie, among oth-
ers; all these ceremonies 
have gone; so today we 
invite d p e ople to c el-
ebrate with us and give 
God the Glory.

This festival is not a 
bad thing; the revered 
fathers and pastors do 
come to chair the occa-
sion, we don’t celebrate 
anything evil, it is our 
culture and tradition 
that we are trying to 
maintain and we can’t 
keep our culture away; 
the new yam festival 
is one of the most im-
p ortant culture in Ig-
b oland,  b e caus e after 
few months of planting 
and God keeps you alive 
to harvest it, it calls for 
celebration.

What is the signifi-
cance of new yam cel-
ebration in Igboland?

The significanc e of 
the new yam celebra-
tion are many; first of 
a l l ,  o n e  mu s t  u n d e r -
stand that in the olden 
days when there was no 
white collar job, every-
body was into farming 
to feed themselves; for 
instance in this village, 
this year, every man has 

a farm where he culti-
vates crops to feed his 
family. When you want 
genuine crops that are 
not fertilizer-induced, it 
is from our area you will 
get it, even if one does 
not have any other thing 
doing, farming can help 
in taking care of the fam-
ily. In the past we used to 
cultivate palm fruits; it is 
also part of the festival, 
coco yam and the rest of 
them. So the festival is of 
great significant to us.

In the past, agricul-
ture was the main stay 
of the country until the 
discovery of oil.  Now 
government appears to 
be pushing for diversifi-
cation from oil and call-
ing people to go back to 

the farm. What is your 
take on this?

It is very important 
that we should go back 
to the farm. Here in our 
area we have a lot  of 
food crops but we have 
no roads to take the food 
t o  n e a r b y  t o w n s ;  w e 
urge the Federal Govern-
ment to come and fix our 
road from Umuahia to 
Aro chukwu. We have 
ferti le  land here that 
can grow crops without 
fertilizer, but our weak 
point is that we cannot 
take cash crops to mar-
ket because of bad roads. 
S o m e t i m e  t h i s  ye a r  I 
personally hired cater-
pillars to grade our farm 
road that had not been 
touched for thousands 

of years, it has not been 
passable to enable our 
people have easy access 
to the farm.

How rich was your 
harvest this year and 
w h a t  i s  t h e  l eve l  o f 
m e c h a n i s e d  f a r m i n g 
practised in Arochuk-
wu?

The type of Agricul-
ture we do here is mech-
anis e d enough.  Like I 
said earlier, our food is 
the best you can think of, 
our garri is well known 
in the whole Abia State 
as the best, because we 
use pure organic system 
and it is very healthy. 
I  have what they call 
modern farm, it is pure 
organic farm that cov-
ers over 100 he ctares 

of land. Last year,  we 
cultivated about 20 hect-
ares of cassava and this 
year we added about 25 
hectares of cassava and  
potatoes even Interna-
tional Institute for Tropi-
c a l  A g r i c u l t u re  r i g h t 
from Ibadan came to do 
d e m o n s t rat i o n  f a r m -
ing in my farm because 
we  have a fertile land 
here. Our problem re-
mains that we don’t have 
go o d road,  it  takes us 
up to four hours to go 
to Umuahia, a journey 
of one hour in the past. 
We are investing money 
to make sure that my 
people in Ihechiowa and 
Arochukwu will not go 

hungry.
A r e  y o u  s a t i s f i e d 

with the level of atten-
tion Igbo people pay to 
their culture?

I’m satisfied with our 
culture, but it is shame-
f u l  t h at  s o m e  o f  o u r 
children b orn outside 
here do not speak Igbo; 
we have b e en shout-
i n g  o n  t h e  ra d i o  a n d 
everywhere, telling our 
people to learn to speak 
our diale ct .  It  is  very 
important, if you don’t 
know how to speak your 
dialect something can 
happ en to  you s ome-
where.  How wil l  one 
identify you, when you 
can’t speak your dialect? 
How can somebody be 
sure that you are an Igbo 
man? Some of them don’t 
even know their villag-
es; when such children 
are aske d where they 
c ome from,  they wil l 
say my mother said we 
are from Abia; where in 
Abia?  They don’t know. 
It is a very bad thing. 
So we advise parents to 
teach their children the 
Igbo Language; it is very 
important.

You spoke about bad 
road limiting the poten-
tials of your people in 
agriculture; how do you 
think the challenge can 
be addressed?

We are begging the 
Fe d e ra l  G o ve r n m e n t 
to c ome to our re cue. 
This road {Ohafia- Aro-
chukwu}  has been in a 
deplorable state for over 
40  years, after the road 
t h at  M i c h a e l  O k p a ra 
built collapsed nothing 
has been done to repair 
it; each year they tell us 
that the road is in the 
budget and thereafter 
nothing wil l  happ en. 
Please help us tell gov-
ernment to come and fix 
this road, mostly from 
Ohafia to Arochukwu. 
I also want to beg the 
A b i a  S t at e  G o ve r n o r, 
Okezie Ikpeazu to come 
to our rescue and help 
fix our ring road from 
O b i n t o / U mu z o m g b o /
O k p o / U mu c h i a k u m a 
which is in a deplorable 
situation. If the road is 
fixed, we can evacuate a 
lot of foods from here to 
the city for our people 
to eat.

HRM Eze Linus Mbah is the traditional ruler of Ata Igboukwu Umuzomgbo Ihechiowa, Arochukwu Local Government Area of Abia State. He is an 
international businessman of repute whose business interests cut across oil and gas, stock fish, farming and importation of varieties of goods. In this 
interview with UDOKA AGWU, during the celebration of his 2017 new yam festival, he spoke on the significance of new yam festival, the need to 
go back to farm and his efforts in complementing the efforts of Federal Government in diversifying into agriculture, among other issues. Excerpts:

HRM Eze Linus Mbah
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the team, it is part of our 
goodwill, particularly to 
those in the security arm of 
government.

“They need to know 
what they are securing; 
if we continue to thrive 
in manufacturing, which 
requires that we bring in 
expatriates to work with us, 
we need security,” he said.

 While re c eiving a 
plaque from the Navy 
War College, on behalf of 
the company, the Krisoral 

boss said: “It is one of those 
things we take as a reward 
for doing good. If we are 
not organised as we are, 
I don’t think an organisa-
tion like the Navy will be 
giving us a plaque and I 
received that plaque on 
behalf of all Krisoral staff, 
who believe in efficiency 
and getting things done 
very well.”

Thaddeus Udofia, com-
mandant, Naval War Col-
lege, who led the team on 

We will uphold good manufacturing 
practices, says Krisoral GMD

T
he Management 
of Krisoral Group 
of Companies, a 
m a n u f a c t u r i n g 

conglomerate in the South 
East geo-political zone of 
Nigeria, has promised to 
sustain its position, as one of 
the most innovative in the 
country, by upholding good 
manufacturing practices.

Chris Oranu Chidume, 
group managing director of 
the Group, made the prom-
ise, while hosting the 1st 
batch of graduands of the 
Nigeria National Naval War 
College, Obima Rivers State, 
on tour of the Roll over Pil-
fer Proof (ROPP) Cap Plant 
of one of its subsidiaries; 
Krisoral & Co. Ltd. in Onit-
sha, Anambra State.

The plant, which is first 
of its kind in Nigeria, was 
commissioned on August 
30, 2012, by former presi-
dent Goodluck Jonathan.

Chidume, while receiv-
ing the faculty members 
and participants of the Na-

val War College, said that it 
was a thing of joy and hon-
our to be selected among 
many other companies in 
Anambra State to be visited 
by the team and attributed it 
to the company’s structure.

According to him, “Gov-
ernment will always want 
to showcase its best, there is 
no doubt about that and the 
graduands are happy with 
what they saw.” “Although 
the management may have 
spent time, energy to host 

GODFREY OFURUM, Onitsha

‘We want to strengthen capacity in Nigeria’s power sector’

G
u i n n e s s  N i g e -
ria as part of its 
contribution to 
strengthen capac-

ity in the Nigeria’s power 
sector has organised a 
graduation ceremony for 
the pioneer beneficiaries 
of the company’s Gradu-
ate Skills Development 
Scholarship.

The programme is one 
of the three scholarship 
schemes Guinness Nigeria 
leverages to equip Nige-
rian youths with the skills 
they need to build success-
ful careers and enhance 
their livelihoods.

The first set of engi-
neers recently completed 
a one-year training pro-
gramme at the National 
Power Training Institute 
of Nigeria.

Viola Graham-Douglas, 
Corporate Relations di-
rector, Guinness Nigeria 
Plc, while speaking at the 
graduation ceremony or-
ganised for the beneficia-
ries of the programme, 
said the objective of the 

company’s collaboration 
with NAPTIN is to pro-
vide a pool of resourceful, 
competent and versatile 
engineers who can deliver 
peerless technical services 
to further shore up the gov-
ernment’s transformation 
agenda in the power sector.

The Guinness Graduate 

Skills Development Schol-
arship provides an oppor-
tunity for young engineer-
ing graduates to undergo 
one-year training at the 
National Power Training 
Institute of Nigeria (NAP-
TIN). Upon completion of 
the programme, graduates 
gain valuable skills they 
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the tour, explained that it is 
part of their curriculum to 
tour states and interact with 
governments on the contri-
bution of state governments 
towards maritime security.

He explained that they 
chose Anambra State for the 
tour, because of the success-
es recorded by Governor 
Willie Obiano in security 
and economic development 
since he assumed office.

He further observed that 
Krisoral Group is one of 

the beneficiaries of that 
enhanced atmosphere for 
economic development, 
which was why it was se-
lected among the whole lot 
for visit.

The theme of the study 
was, ‘Combating maritime 
security challenges towards 
socio-economic develop-
ment’.

The Naval War College 
provides professional level 
training for selected officers, 
who are referred to as par-
ticipants, while on training.

Udofia also stated that 
the college, among other 
things, develop capacity 
of its men as well as other 
sister security agencies in 
order to be abreast with 
the best practices of tack-
ling the increasingly critical 
and complex contemporary 
global security.

Krisoral Group of Com-
panies is a holding company 
for several subsidiaries that 
include Eastern Distilleries 
and Food Industries Lim-
ited, Krisoral International 
Limited, Krisoral & Co. Ltd, 
among others.

 

...As firm hosts faculty members, participants of Naval War College

KELECHI EWUZIE

Management of Krisoral Group of Companies in group photograph with Faculty Members and participants of the Nigeria Naval War 
College, during their tour of Krisoral’s ROPP plant in Onitsha, Anambra State. 

need to work for organisa-
tions that manage power 
generation, transmission 
and distribution.

Graham-Douglas ob-
served that the graduands, 
“having scaled through 
all hurdles in the course 
of their training, have re-
markably demonstrated 

high technical and leader-
ship competencies, which 
“we strongly believe, will 
help accelerate their career 
progression.”

She further commended 
all the beneficiaries for put-
ting in so much hard work 
to earn their certification.

“You scaled through 
the competitive selection 
process for the scholar-
ship; you excelled in the 
class-based component 
of the training and you 
successfully fulfilled the 
requirements of the job 
placement programme. 
Indeed, you should all be 
proud of your achieve-
ments,” she said.

Bola Olajomi-Otubu, 
Human Resources direc-
tor, Guinness Nigeria Plc, on 
her part urged all the NAP-
TIN-certified engineers 
to take good advantage of 
their newly-acquired skills 
to propel their careers.

She noted that if well 
utilised, the skills they 
have acquired could en-
hanc e their te chnical 
know-how, improve pro-
ductivity, and ultimately 
induce value-added pro-

duction capacity. She en-
joined all the beneficiaries 
to take advantage of the 
knowledge transfer and be 
the best that they can be.

Ahmed Bolaji Nagode, 
acting director-general of 
NAPTIN, disclosed that 
the participation of Guin-
ness Nigeria Plc is very 
noteworthy because the 
organisation is not a core 
player in the power busi-
ness ecosystem”.

He further noted that 
Guinness Nigeria’s com-
mitment to youth devel-
opment is commendable 
as it provides an example 
worthy of emulation by 
other non-core power sec-
tor players.

Others include: Guin-
ness Nigeria’s technical 
tra i n i n g s ch ola rs h i p , 
w h i c h  o ff e r s  y o u n g 
school leavers a unique 
opportunity to study at 
the prestigious Institute 
for Industrial Technology 
(IIT), and an undergraduate 
scholarship scheme, which 
supports undergraduates 
from Guinness Nigeria’s 
host communities studying 
in tertiary institutions.

L-R: Bola Olajomi-Otubu, Human Resources director, Guinness Nigeria Plc (GN Plc); Ahmed Bolaji 
Nagode, acting director-deneral, National Power Training Institute of Nigeria (NAPTIN); Owolabi 
Babatunde Adeoye, beneficiary of the Guinness Graduate Skills Development Scholarship; and 
Viola Graham-Douglas, Corporate Relations director, GN Plc during the graduation ceremony of the 
Guinness/NAPTIN Scholarship Scheme at Guinness Ogba Brewery, Lagos.



SundayBusiness

Debo Atiba
www.spiritonomics.org

SpiritonomicS

T
he role that identity 
plays in our lives is so 
huge from infancy to 
adulthood. The world 
system operates based 

on identity. You can hardly go 
anywhere or enter any impor-
tant place without a request for 
your identity card. When you 
knock on anyone’s door, the first 
question they will ask is “who is 
there”? Your identity is being de-
manded for. Growing up years in 
school your ID card is of utmost 
importance if you must seat for 
any exam. The world did not just 
wake up and come up with it, 
God the creator of life designed 
it into life. God cares about our 
IDENTITY in life; His care is not 
borne out of ulterior motive. His 
care is borne out of the love He 
has for us to take pride in our in-

Loss of identity
dividual differences. Remember 
our significance in life is not as a 
result of our similarities, it is as 
a result of our DIFFERENCES. 
Identity and identification is 
pivotal to our success in the af-
fairs of life. It begins from there. 
If this is truly the order of things 
according to God’s design, why 
does it look like similarities are 
celebrated above differences 
which is our identity? There is 
hardly anywhere you go you 
don’t get to see this copy-act be-
ing loudly touted by young and 
the mighty, big or small. There 
seem to be so much craze about it 
that it looks like it was designed 
like that by default, whereas it 
is untrue.

The reason is not far-fetched. 
It is easy for you to coast along 
trying to look like or being some-
one else than yourself. The pro-
cess of self-discovery is huge and 
daunting, you don’t free-fall into 
it. It’s an uphill task. You have to 
be intentional and convinced in 
your heart that you truly want 
to be identified otherwise you 
blend. This is so because there is 
no school that teaches it. There 
is nobody that has Bsc or Msc 
in IDENTITY recognition, and 

Seyi John Salau

A
n eight-member Con-
gressional delegation 
from the United States 
on a fact-finding mission 

to ascertain the level of destruction 
caused by the Boko Haram terror-
ists in the Northeast has restated 
the U.S. commitment to deepen po-
litical and socio-economic relation-
ship with Nigeria. The delegation 
led by Senator Christopher Coons, 
a Democrat from Delaware, met 
with the business communities in 
Lagos and expressed optimism of a 

uS congressional delegation restates commitment 
to deepening economic relation with nigeria

positive economic growth, as they 
call for stronger collaboration be-
tween both countries to strengthen 
bilateral trade.

Christopher Coons in his address 
said United States like Nigeria is 
multi-faith, multi-lingual, multi-
party, multi-ethnicity, a democratic 
Federation, a vibrant media, and a 
large community of young entre-
preneurs with great business ideas.

According to him, the Nigerian 
Diaspora community in the U.S. is 
the largest, most educated, and most 
successful. “What we are trying 
to say with the visit is that we are 
committed to deep and lasting rela-

tionship with Africa. We are here to 
remind you with a delegation that 
cuts across Democrats and Republi-
cans that a change in government 
would not change the relationship 
with Africa,” he said.

He opined that this is the first 
congressional delegation of the 
United States to visit Nigeria stating 
that terrorism is a challenge that 
confronted the U.S. people since 
9/11, and before, which is now rav-
aging Nigeria and Africa.  

According to Senator Coons, 
past presidents of the U.S. across 
different parties have sustained 
relationship with African nations 
with various partnership pro-
grammes like the African Growth 
and Opportunity Act (AGOA) that 
was initiated by President Barrack 
Obama, which is still relevant 
within African countries after his 
administration. “Don’t expect any 
change because there is a new presi-
dent. Do not think there will not be 
Africa because of a new administra-
tion. The theme here is that across 
Presidents, Democrats, Republicans, 
we work together to sustain our 
partnership with Africa,” he stated.

 He paid tributes to the military 
men and humanitarian workers in 
the Northeast in the fight against 
Boko Haram. “My regards to ev-
erybody who have been part of the 
United States Foreign Service and 
those who have been involved in 
humanitarian activities in Nigeria 
especially in the Northeast,” he said.

it was never part of any cur-
riculum of any school that I am 
aware of. The importance of our 
uniqueness was never stressed, 
neither are we ever confronted 
with any part of our strength or 
ability. Our attention is quickly 
drawn to what we don’t know 
how to do, that is our deficien-
cies.

 We must always remember 
the world we live in is a fallen 
world where what is bad is 
good, what is News is bad news. 
The world we live in is the 
exact opposite of what is good, 
completely upside down. It is 
easier to lie than tell and stick 
to the TRUTH. This fall of Adam 
deprived man of his most pre-
cious gift in life, his IDENTITY. 
Confusion came and bereft man 
of proper reasoning, so instead 
of man recognizing the power 
that his identity bequeathed on 
him, and that what makes for 
his flourishing is in his identity. 
Rather than take pride in his 
difference, he is busy envy-
ing, celebrating and wanting 
to be another person. What a 
disorder!!! This loss of identity 
fuels the fire of anger, hatred, 
animosity and murder when 

you c onsider others b eing 
better than you in all aspect. 
Your benchmark of success is 
other’s successes. People have 
committed suicide as a result of 
this disorder, thinking they are 
less than others in scope and 
capacity. What a sad ending 
for a potential full of adven-
turous life. The fall brought 
disorder; disorder gave birth 
to confusion which leaves man 
damaged.

So how does man come out 
of this disorder? How does he 
come to know that his success 
in life is dependent upon this 
understanding? Man must dis-
cover the limitless power of God 
resident in his life, he must dis-
cover that everything is under 
his control not him under the 
control of things. He is liberated, 
free in his mind. The only being 
that can bring identification into 
man’s life isGod. He recognizing 
this disorder and sent in order 
in the person of Jesus His only 
begotten son to restore order. 
When the angels appeared to 
the wise men to announce the 
birth of Jesus they said quote, “ 
Fear not: I bring you good tidings 
of great joy, which shall be to 

all people...verse 14 days, Glory 
to God in the highest, and on 
earth PEACE...(Like 2:8-14). With 
this new order, man however 
has no more excuse for loss of 
identity. Jesus has become our 
identity, in Him we recognize 
who we are, we understand the 
original design of God for man. 
Your identity and true potential 
becomes lost outside of Jesus 
Christ. So if you have been bat-
tered, mistreated and looked 
down upon by life, the good 
news is Jesus is the ANSWER. 
Every question is answered in 
Him, your identity is regained 
and your joy becomes full. HAL-
LELUJAH!!! Beloved, I admonish 
you to make Jesus the Lord of 
your life so you can regain your 
lost IDENTITY. The places where 
your blessings are kept are shut 
against you without your I.D. 
CARD. You need your ID card 
to unlock the destiny of your 
life. As you exchange your old 
ID card that the world sold to 
you of inferiority, of weakness, 
of failure with that which can 
be found in Jesus I see you lifted 
beyond measure.

Remain blessed as you pres-
ent life your ID CARD.

G
oldmine Global Servic-
es Limited and Conduit 
Communication recently 
signed a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MoU) in Lagos to 
facilitate bilateral trade with Indone-
sia towards balancing the volume of 
trade with one of the leading Asian 
markets geared towards opening the 
market to Nigerian business com-
munities for the forth-coming 32nd 
Indonesia Trade Expo.

The MoU signed between both 
companies will provide bilateral 
business solutions to facilitate trade 
and investment towards inviting 
Foreign Direct Investment (FDI) 
inflow into Nigeria.

Ishmael Balogun, CEO Goldmine 
Global Services, said the MoU is to 
help Nigerian business community 
understand the international busi-
ness environment, and what they 
can benefit by collaborating with 
Indonesian companies.

According to Ishmael, Goldmine 
started as a manufacturing com-
pany with a vision of empowering 
Nigerians, one family at a time. 
“Goldmine has diversified its opera-
tion. We have helped to established 
over 100 factories in the last decade 
with focus on the FMCGs line of 
production,” he said.

Ishmael opined that the ability 
to think globally is needed to play 
in the international market place. 
There is beauty in collaboration if 
Nigerian companies can seize the op-
portunity available to them through 
the Indonesia Trade Expo,” he stated.

Victor Gotevbe, CEO, Conduit 
communication in his remarks said 

Goldmine Global, Conduit Communication sign MoU 
to facilitate trade development with Indonesia

the Trade Expo Indonesia (TEI) is 
Indonesia’s largest Business-to-
Business trade event showcasing 
the best of Indonesia. “Indonesia 
is the largest archipelago in the 
world export products. TEI is the 
main international trade event in 
Indonesia with strong participation 
from both business and high level 
government,” he said.

According to him, the 31st TEI 
attracted over 15,000 visitors across 
10 countries generating a total trade 
transactions valued at US$ 1.07 
billion. “The Indonesia Ministry of 
Trade has been preparing the latest 
annual series of Trade Expo Indone-
sia (TEI) 2017 to be the Right Busi-
ness Platform for buyers, traders, 
investors and business visitors from 
all over the world,” Victor stated.

Michael Aboderin, GM, Gold-
mine Global Services in his address 
said Indonesia is one of the fastest 
growing countries in the emerging 
economies. “Indonesia is set to be the 
new trade tourism and investment 
destination for the forward-looking 
buyers and traders amidst uncer-
tainties of economic and political 
changes in many parts of the world.”

According to him, “More than 
one thousand exhibitors with an 
extensive range of export-oriented 
product categories are really a strong 
base for exploring business oppor-
tunities, sourcing new products for 
global market,” he said.

Trade Expo Indonesia is an an-
nual event hosted by the Directorate 
General National Export Develop-
ment (DGNED) Ministry of Trade of 
Republic of Indonesia and combines 
regional discussions with business 
matching and a trade and invest-
ment forum.

…As congressmen visit Borno, meet business leaders

Senator Christopher Coons and VP Yemi Osibanjo, while U.S. Ambassador 
looks on

Seyi John Salau
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Rejuvenating Nigeria’s cocoa industry

 Baj e is Nige r ian first Fo od 
Technologist in the media

P
resident Muhammadu 
Buhari’s regret, ex-
pressed recently on 
the neglect of the cocoa 
sector over the years is 

timely and a call to action. So is 
his resolve that his administra-
tion will work to re-position it 
and other non-oil export com-
modities. The statement was 
made at the First International 
Cocoa Summit organised by the 
Federal Ministry of Trade and 
Investment in collaboration with 
the Cocoa Association of Nigeria 
(CAN) which held in Abuja. The 
theme of the conference was: 
‘Cocoa, a strategic Commodity 
for National Economic Develop-
ment’,

 As rightly noted by the Presi-
dent, who was represented by 
Chief Audu Ogbeh, the Minister 
of Agriculture and Rural Devel-
opment, the country’s annual 
production of cocoa declined 

from 420,000 tonnes in the 60s to 
192,000 tonnes in 2015. Currently, 
the position of the country has 
dropped from being the fourth 
global cocoa producing country 
after Ivory Coast, Indonesia and 
Ghana to the seventh. This is not 
in sync with the new drive for the 
diversification of the country’s 
economy. 

But good enough that Dr 
Jean-Marc Anga, the Executive 
Director, International Cocoa 
Organisation, has promised that 
the organisation would assist the 
country in the implementation of 
its action plan on cocoa. “This sec-
tor is apt because we will arrive 
at a document to upscale Nigeria 
cocoa production.’’ And also the 
President, Cocoa Association of 
Nigeria (CAN), Sayina Riman, 
said that a five year strategic plan 
would be formulated at the end of 
the conference to move the sector 
forward.  

It would be recalled that the 
crop was a major foreign ex-
change earner for Nigeria in the 
1950s and 1960s. In fact, back in 
1970 the country was the second 
largest producer in the world but 
the oil boom era of the seventies 
led to the decline of Nigeria’s 
share of world output. For in-
stance, in 2010, Cocoa production 
accounted for only 0.3percent 
of agricultural GDP. Average co-
coa beans production in Nigeria 
between 2000 and 2010 was 
389,272 tonnes per year, rising 
from 170,000 tonnes produced 
in 1999.

The need to walk the talk can-
not be overemphasised as this is 
not the first time some concerned 

stakeholders would brainstorm 
on resuscitating the much ne-
glected sub sector of the country’s 
agric sector. For instance, the 
former governor of Ondo State,  
Olusegun Mimiko spearheaded 
a similar conference with  the 
theme,  ‘Commodity exchange, 
a platform for enhancing oppor-
tunities for the Nigerian cocoa 
industry’ between November 1 
and 3, in 2016. It was   facilitated 
in partnership with private part-
ners and other top national and 
international cocoa industry 
practitioners, investors, research-
ers, bankers and thinkers.

Notable speakers at the event 
included the CEO Africa Com-
modity Exchange, Malawi, Kris-
tian Moller, Gideon Onumah 
of Natural Resources Institute, 
Greenwich University United 
Kingdom and Adam Gross of 
Partner GMEX International. 
The objective of the conference 
was mainly to identify existing 
opportunities in the production, 
processing, marketing and export 
of cocoa beans and products from 
Nigeria to the international mar-
ket and create new ones.

The conference was also 
tagged: ‘Nigerian Cocoa, Global 
Product’. It was meant as a plat-
form for global brainstorming to 
effectively ensure comprehensive 
multi-level, multi-sectoral link-
ages. The focus was to make the 
discourse more integrated and 
profitable with impactful inter-
action between all stakeholders 
and players in the Nigerian cocoa 
industry.

But according to an expert 
in the field, Gbenga Osinaike, 

Nigerians have to get some sa-
lient facts right, to reposition the 
industry. Firstly, many foreign 
investors have taken advantage 
of government’s policy inadequa-
cies and somersaults to wreak 
havoc on the Nigerian economy. 
Also, the processing cocoa beans 
before they are exported is most 
significant.

Some efforts at processing 
cocoa beans in the past were 
frustrated. A clear instance is the 
lukewarm attitude that greeted 
the foremost cocoa processing 
factory in Nigeria, said to be the 
first in Africa, Cocoa industries 
Ltd Ikeja, Lagos.

It has long stopped production, 
with the facility now turned into 
a warehouse for imported goods 
and motor vehicles.

Yet, when the firm was in 
production it had about 19,000 
people in its employ. Some eight 
years ago about 17 cocoa process-
ing companies in Nigeria out of 
which only nine were functional. 
Worrisome too is that most of 
the people engaged in the im-
portation of cocoa products are 
foreigners!

In Osnaike’s words: “Nigerians 
who are in the business cannot 
in any way compete with these 
foreigners because the foreign-
ers get bank facilities at about six 
percent from banks in their home 
countries while Nigerians who 
are in the same business with 
them painstakingly obtain similar 
loans at about 22 percent interest 
rate. Obviously, they do not oper-
ate on a level playing field, yet get 
the same reprieve from exporting 
cocoa”.

Truth is that exporting raw 
cocoa helps the economies of the 
importing foreign countries. In 
most of the other cocoa producing 
countries, the exporters are made 
to pay tax to the government but 
in Nigeria, government’s EEG on 
the commodity is akin to subsidis-
ing exporters.

The way forward is that gov-
ernment should sustain the laud-
able initiative it has started. Cocoa 
farmers should have access to 
improved seedlings, modern 
machinery for production, pro-
cessing and linkage to the interna-
tional market through the Export 
Promotion Council.

Government should stop sub-
sidising export of raw cocoa. 
Instead, with the partnership of 
the private sector there should 
be more value addition by way 
of processing, preservation and 
marketing. The Central Bank of 
Nigeria (CBN) should come up 
with policies for the processors to 
enjoy access to foreign exchange 
and tax relief at the beginning. 
There should be a determined 
drive to encourage local con-
sumption of cocoa-based bever-
ages. Many jobs will be created 
for the unemployed youths to 
galvanise economic growth.

There is little doubt therefore, 
that serious and sustained efforts 
at diversifying the economy away 
from crude oil will stimulate eco-
nomic growth. Agriculture is one 
the ways forward and the cocoa 
industry is waiting to be rejuve-
nated. This is the time for action.

Why groups fail (Hint: For the same reasons nations fail) Part 1
their introductory psychology class. 
The students were led to believe 
that they were leaders of a group of 
three other students doing a verbal 
problem-solving task. The better 
the performance of the group, the 
better the chance of winning a cash 
prize in a raffle draw. As leader, the 
student could control how other 
members of the group interacted 
with each other and how the re-
ward was distributed, to varying 
degrees depending upon the dif-
ferent versions of the experiment.

The students were also led to be-
lieve that one member of the group 
was especially talented at the task. 
In some versions of the experiment, 
the student’s role of leader was 
assured but in other versions the 
leadership role could be reassigned 
by a vote of the group.

Like a play, all of this was made 
up. There were no groups- just a 
tissue of lies (innocent enough to 
be approved by a human subject 
review board) told to the students 
by the researchers. One thing 
was not fictional, however: Each 
student completed a survey called 
the Achievement Motivation Scale 
(AMS), which measured the degree 
to which they enjoyed having 
power over other people (domi-
nance motivation) as opposed to 
wanting to be respected by other 
people (prestige motivation).

The field of social psychology 
has been criticized for some of these 
methods, including over-reliance 
on college students as representa-
tives of humanity and the use 

of deception. The field of behav-
ioral economics, which is really 
just social psychology by another 
name, forbids deception as a re-
search method. Another concern is 
whether the elaborate ruse is likely 
to work. After all, the incentives for 
the students to get sucked into the 
play are extraordinarily weak.

Nevertheless, we are a drama-
turgical species and the study has 
one great virtue that compensates 
for its weaknesses—the comparison 
of differences, including differ-
ences between students who are 
motivated to seek dominance vs. 
prestige and differences between 
the various experiments, which 
alter the imaginary social environ-
ment with surgical precision. What 
were the results?

In a nutshell, students motivated 
by dominance (but not students 
motivated by prestige) sabotaged 
their groups when their leadership 
position was threatened, but not 
otherwise. They did this (in dif-
ferent versions of the experiment) 
by limiting the ability of the most 
talented group member to send 
messages to other group members, 
by isolating the most talented group 
member in a separate room, and 
by preventing the most talented 
group member from socially bond-
ing with the other members. All of 
these tactics were clearly detrimen-
tal to the objectives of the group as 
a whole, abusing the student’s role 
as group leader.

Just as a good play encapsulates 
what takes place in the real world, 

evidence for power-hungry indi-
viduals abusing their leadership 
roles can be found all around us- so 
much that once cued to the fact, 
one wonders why the experiments 
needed to be performed in the first 
place. But cueing—another drama-
turgical word– is necessary. Much 
of the time, we think and act in 
ways that are oblivious to the dan-
gers of leaders abusing their power 
and are taken by surprise when it 
happens.

 An example that made the 
news in 2014 concerns toxic 
leadership in the American armed 
forces. By a series of coincidences, 
an anthropologist was thrust into 
the position of investigating the 
high suicide rate of soldiers dur-
ing the Iraq war. He discovered 
that while suicide-prone soldiers 
had their own problems, they 
were often pushed over the edge 
by toxic leaders. Once discovered 
in this indirect way, toxic leader-
ship began to be recognised as a 
systemic problem in the military. 
Here is how toxic leadership is 
currently defined in the army’s 
“leadership bible” (go here and 
here for more): “Toxic leadership 
is a combination of self-centered 
attitudes, motivations, and be-
haviors that have adverse effects 
on subordinates, the organisation, 
and mission performance.”

 Sounds just like the social psy-
chology experiments, right? But 
if the problem of leaders abusing 
their power is obvious, then why 
was the U.S. Army ambushed by it 

and why did one retired general call 
it an “institutional cancer”?

 The military isn’t the only insti-
tution riddled by cancerous leaders. 
Business organisations are also 
afflicted. A classic ethnography of 
a business corporation titled Moral 
Mazes: The World of Corporate 
Managers, by the sociologist Rob-
ert Jackall, reads like a real-life 
version of those social psychology 
experiments. As the description 
of the book on Amazon.com puts 
it: “Robert Jackall takes the reader 
inside a topsy-turvy world where 
hard work does not necessarily 
lead to success but sharp talk, self-
promotion, powerful patrons, and 
sheer luck might.”

 I have read enough of the busi-
ness and management literature to 
realise that the entire concept of 
leadership taught in most business 
schools and the structure of most 
business organisations (at least in 
the United States) is setup for the 
kind of abuse by power-hungry 
leaders illustrated by that elegant 
social psychology experiment.

 Clearly, something is happening 
that requires a reflection on the 
concept of “obvious”. Nothing is 
obvious all by itself; only against the 
background of other beliefs. Certain 
worldviews obscure the problem 
of toxic leadership, even though 
the problem is not only in front of 
our faces but slaps our faces again 
and again. To solve the problem of 
abuse by power-hungry leaders, 
the first step must be the adoption of 
a worldview that makes it obvious.

 

Nwaodu Lawrence 
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Ideas 

T
o solve the problem of abuse 
by power-hungry leaders, 
the first step must be the 
adoption of a worldview 

that makes it obvious.
Some experiments are like a 

good play, compressing profound 
truths into compact form. That’s 
how I felt when I read a 2010 article 
in the Journal of Personality and 
Social Psychology titled “Divide and 
Conquer: When and Why Leaders 
Undermine the Cohesive Fabric of 
their Group” by Charleen R. Case 
and Jon K. Maner at Northwestern 
University1.

The article describes a series 
of experiments that reveal the 
perverse tendency of leaders to 
undermine the goals of their group 
to maintain their position of power. 
The participants were college stu-
dents earning research credits in 
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T
he need to insure the 
risks associated with 
mortgage transactions 
in Nigeria can hardly 
be over-emphasised. 

This is because, apart from the 
high incidence of poverty, in-
come sources especially paid 
employments have no security 
guarantee.

In an environment where the 
mortgage industry is functional 
and effective, insurance is just a 
must because it serves as a lubri-
cant oiling the engine of growth. 
This is why mortgage and insur-
ance go together.While mortgage 
is risk-prone, insurance is a hedge 
against risks.

Mortgage insurance is an 
insurance policy that protects a 
mortgage lender or title holder 
in the event that the borrower 
defaults on payments, dies, or 
is otherwise unable to meet the 
contractual obligations of the 
mortgage and Investopedia iden-
tifies three aspects of mortgage 
insurance.

These are private mortgage 
insurance (PMI), mortgage life in-
surance, or mortgage title insur-
ance. What these have in com-
mon is an obligation to make the 
lender or property holder whole 
in the event of specific cases of 
loss. Private mortgage insurance 
may be called ‘lender’s mortgage 
insurance’ (LMI) if the premium 
on a PMI policy is paid by the 
lender and not the borrower.

Insuring the risk in 
mortgage business

Talking Mortgage

(08037156969, chukuroko@yahoo.com)

with

CHUKA UROKO
For these reasons and more, 

an active insurance industry is 
needed for the growth and devel-
opment of a functional mortgage 
industry. The mortgage industry 
in Nigeria is still a fledgling and 
fingers are frequently pointed 
to an insurance industry that 
is not as active participant as it 
should be.

For some reasons, in this 
country,  in spite of  every-
thing the people have learnt, 
policy is still shaping the in-
dustry whereas, in advanced 
economies, it is the other way 
round—industry shapes policy 
because people in the industry 
are the ones implementing the 
policy every day.

The mortgage industry in 
United States, for instance, has 
been robust for decades and it 
is with continued activity. One 
is not however, saying Nigeria 
should replicate what happens 
in the US here, because Nigeria 
has its own unique characteristics 
which must be recognized and 
respected.

What the mortgage players in 
Nigeria should do however, is to 
make the US system a base-line 
because  this system represents 
the global standard.  Adenike 
Fasanya-Osilaja, a mortgage and 
finance consultant, advises that 
“we have to start learning that 
system and adapt it to meet our 
own unique cultural system and 
unique needs”.

Nigeria needs to lay a very 
good foundation for mortgage 
industry growth to ensure that 
what happened in America in 
2006 with sub-prime mortgage 
crisis does not repeat itself here. 
The Nigerian Mortgage Refinance 
Company (NMRC) is a big possibil-
ity that can change and shape the 
mortgage system in this country 
and  could also be an umbrella for 
the industry.

One of the high points of 
NMRC, as a secondary mortgage 
institution, is its long term, low 
rate global funds and, because 
the mortgage industry here is not 
yet buoyant, NMRC, whether it is 
succeeding now or not, can be a  
significant tool in achieving  these 
attributes of a working mortgage 
industry.

Fasanya-Osilaja believes  the 
mortgage industry should be 
shaping NMRC and not NMRC 
shaping the industry, advising 
that the Central Bank of Nigeria( 
CBN), through the NMRC, should 
be listening to the voice of the in-
dustry.  “Experience has proved to 
me that the CBN is quite ready to 
listen and learn. The problem here 
however, is that the industry has 
been rather passive”, she noted.

Fasanya-Osilaja who is also 
the Housing/Mortgage Finance 
Consultant to the CBN on the 
Nigeria Housing Finance Pro-
gramme (NHFP), noted recently 
that NHFP is creating the en-
abling environment for strength-

ening the Nigerian housing sec-
tor by setting up sustainable 
framework for mortgage origi-
nators, which include financial 
institutions that provide hous-
ing finance, to access long-term 
refinancing. She added that the 
framework is setting up mort-
gage guarantee/insurance as 
well as a housing microfinance 
scheme for strengthening Nige-
ria’s housing microfinance sector.

She revealed that the NHFP 
intervention includes a mass 
literacy campaign on consumer 
education, protection and respon-
sibility with regards to housing 
finance in Nigeria. “The campaign 
is aimed at educating every Nige-
rian on the right to own a home, 
the cost implications, advantages 
of taking loans to finance a home 
and to ultimately serve as a cata-
lytic programme to jumpstart 
the housing market in Nigeria”, 
she said.

But the mortgage industry has 
to be standardized so that global 
players, from global perspectives, 
could view the local industry 
from the perspective of NMRC 
and mortgage banking associa-
tion of Nigeria (MBAN) and see 
something to hold on to in their 
investment decisions. Despite the 

current challenges, the Nigerian 
economy could conveniently sup-
port the growth of the mortgage 
industry as the country is one of 
the fastest growing economies in 
the world where talent resource 
is amazing.

The mortgage consultant ad-
vised that Nigeria needs to under-
stand  there is time for competi-
tion and also time for association 
and each is as critical as the other. 
“The only thing that will stop this 
industry from growing is over-
regulation by people who are not 
in the industry and therefore, will 
not understand the effect of their 
policy on the actual market”, she 
said, emphasizing the urgency of 
an active insurance  industry to 
drive the needed growth in the 
mortgage industry.

As a step forward, mortgage 
insurance could come with a typi-
cal ‘pay-as-you-go’ premium pay-
ment, or may be capitalized into 
a lump sum payment at the time 
the mortgage is originated. For 
homeowners who are required 
to have PMI because of the 80 
percent loan-to-value ratio rule, 
they can request that the insur-
ance policy be canceled once 20 
percent  of the principal balance 
has been paid off
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Institutional turbulence in marketing real estate facilities in Nigeria: an Insider views
Mortgage System, if it is desirous of 
solving the stated housing deficit.

Estate developers loan suspend-
ed should be reinstated to enable 
both the real estate Companies 
and potential subscribers enjoy 
the attendant benefits. The current 
loan ceiling of N15m should be 
reviewed upward and other con-
ditions relaxed. The low income 
earners and Civil Servants to enjoy 
the benefits of the National Hous-
ing Fund (NHF) or make impact in 
our national housing need a posi-
tive review of this well-intended 
policy must be done to achieved 
the result.

Infrastructural provision and 
public-private partnership (PPP) 
collaboration: – The infrastructural 
development is very important in 
the development of housing and 
real estate sector. We are much 
aware that government alone 
cannot do everything, hence the 
need for a public –private collabo-
ration. Let government provide an 
enabling environment, guidelines, 
and framework in the implemen-
tation of this policy to help provide 
the needed infrastructures for the 
development of houses for the 
people.

I
n the last three weeks; we 
dwelt extensively on the seem-
ingly humongous challenges of 
Marketing Real Estate facilities. 

Our readers responded to this very 
pleasantly. Some sent us series 
of questions which would be ad-
dressed in subsequent editions of 
PropertyLogic Incorporated.

A number of our readers; mostly 
players in the Real Estate subsector 
‘accused’ us of being too foreign in 
the suggested approaches to tack-

challenges, let’s X-ray few of these 
challenges and proffer solutions for 
a way forward.

Land allocation:- The Land Use 
Act in Nigeria domicile land mat-
ters in the hands of government 
not the Native owners. By this 
Act the, process of getting land 
documentation has created a lot of 
bureaucratic bottleneck, expensive 
and it’s almost a cartel. In most big 
cities like Abuja for instance, it is 
not easy to acquire land directly 
from Government by Estate devel-
opers. Granting of title papers and 
Deeds of assignment registration 
are very expensive Processes.

The FCDA/AGIS Process is so 
expensive, cumbersome and time 
consuming that its best imagined; 
even to buy land from second tier 
market the prices are overwhelm-
ing. As a developer, the cost of land 
is factored in selling prices; hence 
the total aggregate high prices of 
houses just to enable them make 
profit and be in business. Nigeri-
ans that want plots to build own 
houses hardly realized their hope. 
What Government should do is to 
ease the bureaucratic bottleneck 
and reduce the costs and charges 
of land allocation and processes. 
Developers with proven and verifi-
able track records should be given 
express approval and low charges 

for acquiring land since they are 
building for the Citizens. By this, 
prices per unit will drastically 
reduce. Individuals that want land 
not more than 3600SQM2 should 
be given express approval and 
within the shortest possible time. 
Government need to sanitize the 
system to rid this housing menace. 
I call on this Government to look 
into this land allocation issue so 
that change could be effected.

Development control and other 
approval agencies: Let Develop-
ment Control and other approval 
given agencies have an involving 
method in their approval and 
supervisory system to ease the 
work of those that want to build. 
The more proactive they are the 
better for the industry.

The mortgage system: – The 
Nigeria mortgage system left much 
to be deserved. The problems are 
legendary. Is it the high inter-
est rate or the Federal Mortgage 
Bank (FMBN) inability to disburse 
approved loans, or is the Primary 
Mortgage Institutions (PMI) cat 
walk or chameleon approach to the 
process of approvals and disburse-
ment? Where do we go from here? 
Our Mortgage System is porous 
not aimed at solving our housing 
needs. Government needs to pro-
actively review and overhaul the 

ling Real Estate marketing chal-
lenges in this clime. In response 
to this; we have decided to feature 
very ‘domesticated’ materials from 
one of our very good friends. We 
believe our readers would find 
this very valueless and timely. As 
always; we expect your comment 
and robust responses. Find below 
the contributions of a player and 
a professional in the Real Estate 
business in Nigeria:

Make the Customer the Centre 
of your business..

Nothing happens until some-
one sells something -  a sales adage.

Shelter is a basic need of man 
just like food and clothing right 
from creation. It is not a luxury 
but a necessity to make life worth 
living; therefore houses need to be 
built as people must need them. A 
scholar once stated that, marketing 
is a managerial process of need 
identification and how to satisfy 
that need at a profit. Real estate 
marketing ordinarily should be 
like marketing in the mix of scarci-
ty since Nigeria is in deficit of more 
than 17m housing units. Neverthe-
less you see empty Houses all over 
major towns in Nigeria either the 
people are unable to buy or rent. 
Housing and real estate develop-
ment and marketing in Nigeria 
has inherent and fundamental 

…Materials contributed by 
Abutyam A. Amos MBA, FCAI
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How Access Bank is joining forces to 
re-build Nigerian youths’ future

O
n the morning of 
Friday, 26 August 
2011, Nigeria had a 
taste of modern-day 
terrorism. Members 

of the Boko Haram extremist 
group bombed the headquarters 
of the United Nations in FCT, 
Abuja.

Lives were lost, properties 
were destroyed, the whole na-
tion was thrown into mourning, 
and messages poured in from 
across the world to comfort the 
Nigerian people through those 
trying times.

It is six years after; Boko Ha-
ram has been largely suppressed 
by the federal military and the 
prospects of a nation rid com-
pletely of terror looks promising, 
however, the scar of the past six 
years has not completely healed.

The young men and women 
have lived most (and perhaps, 
all) of their lives in the North 
East that are the worst hit vic-
tims of the devastating terror-
ism.

It is challenging to be a young 
man or woman in Nigeria, but 
when you also have to grapple 
with the unpleasant experi-
ences of terrorism; losing loved 
ones, seeing your schools closed, 
losing your means of liveli-
hood, your home and even your 
friends, then it is doubly so.

 Rebuilding the lives of  
youth in  North East

Being the youth-friendly 
bank it is, Access Bank partnered 
with the National Youth Service 
Corps to build integrated skill ac-
quisition and vocational centers 
in the North-East and empower 
500,000 young Nigerians with 
different vocational skills that 
would help them alleviate pov-
erty, drive sustainable economic 
growth and live better lives.

Construction of the centres 
has commenced in Gombe state 
and serving Corp members will 
be deployed to the centers as 
part of their compulsory one year 
service.

By partnering with a very 
strategic youth-focused govern-
ment agency as the NYSC, Ac-
cess Bank is helping to shape the 
future of Nigeria through its in-
vestment in youth development.

For it is not just terrorism 
that threatens the future of the 
Nigerian youth, the education 
system also does little to prepare 

the youth for the realities of the 
21st century world; so that when 
they have  gone through years 
of study and finally graduate, 
they suddenly finds themselves 
grossly unprepared, inadequately 
trained and unable to forge ahead 
and build a truly remarkable life.

This initiative by Access Bank 
will help half a million of such 
young people acquire the skills 
needed to get their lives back 
on track. An economically-em-
powered youth population is a 
catalyst for the prosperity of the 
nation. They will not only drive 
economic growth, they will also 
improve the security of our cities 
and secure the future of Nigeria.

 Putting young people back to 
work across the nation

Youth unemployment is clear-
ly a major challenge in Nigeria. 
In fact, the National Bureau of 
Statistics (NBS) in a recent report 
said Nigeria’s unemployment rate 
rose 14.2 per cent in the fourth 
quarter of 2016.

The total number of persons in 
full employment also decreased 
by 977,876 or 1.8 per cent com-
pared to the third quarter, and de-
creased by 1.92 million or 3.5 per 
cent when compared to fourth 
quarter of 2015.

We can blame the govern-

ment, but nowhere in the world 
does the government solely pro-
vide employment opportunities. 
By investing in Nigeria’s youth 
population, Access Bank has 
shown outstanding corporate 
leadership and commitment to 
addressing this problem.

Through its Access Entry Level 
Training Programme, young Nige-
rians across the nation undergo 
a 4-month intensive training 
program at the bank’s School of 
Banking Excellence. These young 
graduates are given a unique op-
portunity to receive the best in-
dustry training and even land 
a job with the Bank.

Through this initiative alone, 
thousands of young Nigerians 
have acquired valuable skills 
to meet the demands of the 
very competitive labor market, 
while several others have been 
employed by the bank and have 
gone on to build meaningful 
careers in the banking and finan-
cial services sector.

Ready-Set-Work Initiative
In furtherance of Access 

Bank’s commitment to youth 
development, the bank also 
partnered with the Lagos State 
government on a 13-Week em-
ployability programme to equip 
young people in the state with 

high-demand marketplace skills.
An initiative of the Lagos 

State Government, Ready-Set-
Work “was conceived to address 
employability and employment 
challenges that face today’s grad-
uates, empowering them with 
the right skills and knowledge 
that will make them valuable in 
the marketplace.”

The programme will ade-
quately prepare final and pen-
ultimate year students and fresh 
graduates to meet the demands 
of the job market, through a 
series of training, and Access 
Bank, as a forward-thinking or-
ganization, is working with the 
state government to ensure the 
success of the programme.

A major complaint by em-
ployers of labor in Nigeria is that 
many Nigerian graduates lack 
the fundamental skills to thrive 
in the workplace due to the poor 
syllabus taught in schools and 
also the lack of working experi-
ence by the young lads.

To help resolve this chal-
lenge and help young gradu-
ates land their dream jobs, 
Access Bank created an in-
ternship programme to ab-
s orb thes e graduates after 
they must have undergone 
the Ready-Set-Work training. 

Through the paid internship 
placement, the young candi-
dates get the very important 
real-life working experience 
and are better-prepared to 
excel on the job.

 Recognized by visiting young 
scholars from Harvard and Mas-
sachusetts Institute of Technol-
ogy

Good deeds of this magnitude 
hardly ever go unrecognized. 
Which perhaps explains the 
recent visit by a delegation of 
students of the Harvard Ken-
nedy School of Government 
and Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology (MIT) to the Access 
Bank headquarters.

The visiting scholars had 
come to Lagos to learn more 
about urban development and 
innovation, democratic gover-
nance and emerging trends in 
the public policies of Lagos state 
and Nigeria, and recognizing 
the huge impact Access Bank is 
making on the Nigerian youth, 
decided to visit the bank’s head-
quarters in Lagos.

The group, received by the 
bank’s CEO, Hubert Wigwe 
and a delegation of the National 
Economics Students Association 
of the University of Lagos, who 
coincidentally were there to 
present an award of “The Most 
Supportive Organization“ to the 
bank, commended Access Bank 
for its contribution to gender and 
youth empowerment in Nigeria.

 Access Bank PLC has con-
tinued to distinguish itself as a 
forward-thinking brand, and a 
committed partner in nation-
building. It is not every day 
you find a business, much less 
a bank, commit so much funds, 
manpower and numerous other 
resources to developing young 
people in its host community or 
country.

Just like Access Bank, more 
businesses need to jump in 
on the Nigerian project. If the 
young people in whose hands 
the future of this nation lies do 
not get the help they need, how 
do we expect them to help the 
nation in return?

Access Bank has shown that 
it is one of the organizations that 
have  proven that it is depend-
able ally in youth development 
and that is what every serious 
and socially responsible com-
pany should be.

Access Bank GMD selfie with Unilag  delegates at the event

Average Nigerian youth is facing a lot of challenges including unemployment and un-conducive environment for dreams to thrive. As 
a result, many dreams are dying.  It is said that out of about 180 million Nigerian population, the youth account for about 70 percent 
and of this figure about 60 percent are in the unemployment market. Another challenge confronting the youth is lack of skills to sell 
as many of them did not acquire tertiary or vocational education. This is why the recent efforts by such organizations like Access Bank 
to empower some youth to become relevant to themselves and the society become significant.



TheWorshippers

How do we effectively resolve reli-
gious bigotry in Nigeria?

A
s I have said publicly, even 
people who claim to be Mus-
lims have not understood 
the religion of Islam prop-
erly as all of them say it is a 

religion of peace. If it is a religion of peace, 
where did they say that you should go 
and kill somebody so as to enter paradise? 
Islam only said that you defend yourself 
against unbelievers; it does not say you 
should go and attack them. In fact, ac-
cording to the tradition of Islam, Prophet 
Mohammed says when Jews or Chris-
tians come into a village where there is no 
church or synagogue, the mosque should 
be opened for them to go in and worship 
God, that all of them are religions of the 
book. So, people who take up sword and 
kill people unnecessarily are doing so out 
of ignorance. It is left for the Muslim lead-
ers themselves to educate their people, 
and some of these politicians are using it 
for their selfish ends. The laughable one is 
this recent one, Boko Haram or whatever 
they call themselves, that says that west-
ern education is bad. In this 21st century, 
can anybody say that? If it is bad, how is it 
that the former governor of Central Bank 
and present Emir of Kano is an Islamic 
scholar; he speaks English and under-
stands Mathematics. Islam is not meant 
to pull people down or to make them 
ignorant but is out to liberate them and 
make them good citizens. Efforts should 
be made to correct these distortions so 
that we can have a peaceful country. We 
have contributed to talk about the fact 
that there should be more things done to 
bring about inter-religious understand-
ing and I am happy that the government 
heeded that call and has instituted a body 
for inter-religious discourse. Though not 
enough has been done as we still see 
incidences of conflagration or crisis, the 
problem is really due to ignorance.

 What is your impression about hate 
speech and call for restructuring by a 
section of the country?

There has been so much tension, what 
we are calling for is restraint and cessa-
tion of hostilities and speeches that can 
incite or encourage violence. These are 
sensitive times. Let me say that any group 
that wants to secede, it does not mean 
that they will enter into a new world 
where everything is alright as there could 
be factions within the groups that will 
bring about unrest. For example, we have 
many ethnic nationalities enlisted as Bi-
afra and nothing stops these groups from 
having fracas among them. Also, we have 
had wars among ourselves as Yoruba, we 
have had Ekiti against Oyo and the likes. 
God in his wisdom knows why he has 
created all of us together in the country 
called Nigeria. Nobody should think that 
when we create the Biafra Republic or 
Oduduwa Republic, then all the problems 

will get solved. All the challenges and 
benefits that can come to us in the Repub-
lic of Nigeria can still come to us in the 
Republic of Biafra or Oduduwa. There is a 
need for us to stay together because there 
is great benefit in our human and natural 
resources as a country; what we need to 
do is restructure and do things that will 
make the centre not as overbearing as it is 
now, with that everybody will be happy. 
We should really be a federation.

 Are you lending your voice to the call 
for restructuring? 

Yes. But not restructuring for restruc-
turing’s sake but for better and harmoni-
ous relationship, that is what we should 
be calling for.

 What is your opinion on the ongo-
ing strike by Academic Staff Union of 
Universities (ASUU)? 

I call for temperance and patience. 
Some of the demands need to be looked 
into. ASUU, for the interest of Nigerians, 
should be reasonable about the demands 
that have been reported to be extreme. 
What is happening is that they see what 
is going on in other sectors and make 
their demands, that is the situation. So, 
what is good for the goose is also good 
for the gander. These are all evidences of 
the regretful situation we find ourselves 
as a nation. Prayers alone will not do, we 
need to take action.

 Could you tell us about your back-
ground? How has your journey been as 
a Chiropractic physician and clergyman?

I am the last child and the third son 

of the late Archbishop Emmanuel Ad-
ekunle Atilade. I was born in Lagos in 
early 1940s. I would say I was fortunate, 
I was born into ministry. My father had 
been ordained as a Baptist minister about 
25 years before I was born. My mother, 
although she was from a Muslim back-
ground, had accepted Christ, having been 
trained by the Baptist Women Mission-
aries. My father also was a mission boy 
who came from a pagan home. So I was 
born into a Baptist family. We are Bible 
readers and Bible doers. You can picture 
that type of family in those days in the 
1940s, strict Christian family. We kept 
all the rules you can imagine in the Bible. 
Sunday was a Sabbath day, you don’t buy 
or sell. We spent the day reading the Bible 
or having siesta. 

I started my primary education in 
my father’s school, New Africa School, 
Ebute-Meta. I later went to Nigerian 
High School, Mushin, of which he 
was also the proprietor. From there I 
proceeded to Ibadan Grammar School 
where I took my School Certificate. From 
there I passed the concessionary exami-
nation for Medicine at the University of 
Ibadan. It was after this that I proceeded 
to America because I got interested 
in Chiropractic, a form of alternative 
medicine mostly concerned with the 
diagnosis and treatment of mechanical 
disorders of the musculoskeletal system, 
especially the spine. I studied at the 
University of Minnesota in the United 
States and started to practice medicine 

in St. Paul Minnesota. I later proceeded 
to Bethel College and Seminary for Theo-
logical training. I was also ordained as a 
Deacon of Pilgrim Baptist Church in St. 
Paul Minnesota from where I came back 
to Nigeria. After a few years of tutelage 
in Nigeria, I became the pastor of the 
Gospel Baptist Church, Festac Town, 
Lagos. From there I was transferred to 
become the Pastor of the Gospel Baptist 
Cathedral in Lagos. This was in 1989, and 
I served as a Bishop from then to 2008 
when I was nominated to become the 
Archbishop. I have been serving as the 
Archbishop and president of the Gospel 
Baptist Conference of Nigeria. I have also 
served as chairman of the Christian As-
sociation of Nigeria, Lagos State chapter.

 Looking back, what contribution 
would you say CAN has made to the 
development of Nigeria?

It was during my time as chairman of 
the Lagos State chapter of CAN that CAN 
became more cohesive. We were able to 
achieve a lot of things for Christendom. 
We spoke out courageously in the diffi-
cult years of Nigeria – the Babangida and 
Abacha and Obasanjo years. We talked 
about federalism, we talked of the need 
to do something about the Niger Delta, 
South-East region, the unjust situation 
that is prevalent there, the fact that where 
the main resources of the country are 
coming from have been so neglected, and 
we predicted that it might lead to armed 
insurgency or militancy, which later came 
to happen because of the abject neglect 
and poverty that was prevalent in those 
regions. 

So I would say that we have been 
relevant. We saw that the greatest prob-
lem Nigerians had was the lack of good 
leadership and we felt that we were going 
to train our young people on the art of 
leadership and its characteristics. And so 
for many years, we brought young people 
together and took them to a camping ses-
sion at Badagry. We were there for four 
to five sessions, and also to the Trade Fair 
Complex along Lagos-Badagry Express-
way. So many youths passed through 
us who are now doctors and lawyers, 
who still communicate to us about how 
blessed they were through those train-
ing sessions. We thank God for our little 
contributions to the development of our 
country.

 As a Chiropractic and natural thera-
pist, what is your opinion on the rejec-
tion of orthodox medicine by some 
Christians?

There is need for these Christians to 
be informed. Even in the Bible, plants and 
herbs are said to be for our consumption 
and medicine as they cure our health 
challenges. Everything created by God is 
good, it is when we bring in things that 
distort our belief in God that it becomes 
bad. That is why people get it mixed up 
and do not know the difference.
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‘Groups agitating for secession should 
realise it’s not a cure-all solution’
Prof Magnus Atilade is the President and Archbishop, Gospel Baptist Conference of 
Nigeria and Overseas, chairman, Christian Association of Nigeria (CAN), South West, and 
president, The Christian Welfare Initiative (CWI). In this interview with Seyi John Salau, 
the Chiropractic physician shares his thoughts on burning issues in the country. Excerpts:

Prof Magnus Atilade



Saro the musical, soaring even 
beyond the shores of Nigeria
JUMOKE AKIYODE LAWANSON

T
he thumping of feet on 
the floors of the wooden 
stage, the glass shattering 
melodious voices, the vi-
brant colours of costumes, 

the tears, the laughter, the screams 
and the thunderous applause from 
the receptive audience showed how 
appreciated the African culture is, 
even outside the continent.

Last week, MTN foundation, 
under its arts and culture initia-
tive sponsored Saro the Nigerian 
stage play which showcases our 
rich culture to run for six days in 
London’s Shaw Theater.  It was no 
surprise that the play which had 
done tremendously well both in La-
gos and Abuja, Nigeria was also well 
received in London with packed 
shows on several days.

 ‘Saro’ is a Broadway style theatre 
production that tells a detailed story 
of four young men, who left the com-
fort of their small village of Kutuwen-
ji, to venture into the uncertainty of 
life in the cosmopolitan city of Lagos 
with the hope to become rich and 
successful with their musical talent.

The story which captures the 
real essence of life and struggle in 
Lagos got my attention right from 
the beginning with a romantic scene 
showing Olaitan, one of the four 
boys who had to leave his heart-
throb, Oghenerume in the village 
to find greener pastures with his 
friends in Lagos. Although Olaitan 
wished he could stay with Rume, she 
convinced him to go and find success 
so that he could come back to prove 
to her father that he was capable of 
marrying his daughter. The beautiful 
love song rendered by the duo gave 
me goose bumps all over my body 
and surely kept the eyes of the audi-
ence glued to the stage.

Like we all know, Lagos is a tough 
city to live, and the boys, Olaitan, 
Obaro, Azeez and Efe definitely en-
countered a lot of struggles including 
being arrested by the police. Fortu-
nately for them, they were rescued 
by Don Ceeto, played perfectly by 
Bimbo Manuel, who got everybody 
laughing and clapping whenever he 
said his popular line “you dig?.”

Saro’s 70 member cast and crew 
provided a thrilling spectacle, giv-
ing life to the musical with well-
choreographed dance steps and 
songs which incorporated a mes-
merizing fusion of African and 
Western sounds such as Afro-beat, 

ture. As you know, MTN foundation 
supported wakaa last year which 
gave us huge leverage and made 
MTN more popular both within Ni-
geria and outside,” Okeya said.

I also spoke with Aishatu Sadauki, 
Director, MTN foundation, who 
says; “arts, culture and music are not 
areas where people get into. Even 
the government doesn’t put much 
interest in those areas, so we are 
trying to promote that area so that 
people can understand that there is 
a lot of talent in that.

 “We are hoping that because we are 
supporting this course for the youth, 
government will all so get interested 
and put more money into that area to 
promote arts. This is just the beginning, 
there are many other areas that we can 
focus on, but MTN foundation is a drop 
in the ocean of other companies that 
could go into CSR,” Sadauki said.

All in all, watching Saro the 
musical stage play in London was a 
fantastic experience, even though I 
had previously watched the show 
in Lagos during the Easter holiday, 
it just felt new. Newer elements and 
songs were added to the script, there 
were new character replacements 
and the atmosphere was just more 
intriguing as it fascinated me how 
much Diaspora Nigerians have such 
a strong connection to culture and 
current affairs of the country.

Highlife, Juju, Apala, hip-hop and 
jazz. The crowd went agog when 
one of the musical talents came out 
singing a remixed version of small 
doctor’s popular anthem “penalty”. 
The show also had an interesting 
enactment of music legend, Fela 
Anikulapo Kuti on stage.

Jane, the conservative assistant 
to Don Ceeto was also one of my fa-
vourite characters. Acted brilliantly 
by Ade Laoye, Jane totally flipped 
the script when she showcased her 
powerful vocals whilst singing in 
the church choir, the revelation of 
her hidden talent informed Don 
Ceeto’s decision to add her to the 
musical group with the boys. There 
was also a twist to the story when 
Jane, the ‘Christian’ sister, so to say, 
started to fall in love with Azeez.

The show which had Kunle Afo-
layan, veteran actor, director and 
producer on it for the first time, 
acting brilliantly as Rume’s father, 
closed to a standing ovation and 
delighted calls for an encore.

I spoke to Bolanle Austin Peters, 
Producer and Director of Saro after 
the first showing in London, and she 
explained that it has become neces-
sary to export Nigeria’s wealth in 
arts and culture.

 “We often complain that people 
don’t understand us and people 
don’t know about our culture but 

we do nothing about it. People can 
only learn about you if you export 
your culture through music, stage 
and movies and that is essentially 
what we are doing now with Saro.”

She says that; “With the diversifica-
tion of Nigeria’s economy, the creative 
industry has taken centre stage as a 
focus area for revenue generation. 
The sector has begun to attract more 
investors, thereby giving visibility and 
access to the Nigerian market.”

Kunle Afolayan says theater is 
a revenue generating sector and 
there has been a conscious effort to 
uphold the Nigerian culture with 
stage plays and films.

 “We have been working on 
indigenous plays to uphold our 
culture and the reception has been 
fantastic. Kakaadu and Wakaa were 
also very well received both home 
and abroad and that shows how rich 
and appreciated our culture is.”

On why MTN decided to sponsor 
Saro in London, Reginald Chukwue-
meka Okeya, Director, MTN founda-
tion said; “MTN as a cooperate body is 
involved in a lot of corporate social re-
sponsibility (CSR)projects and this is one 
of such projects that MTN is supporting. 
We have done it in South Africa and we 
are doing similar thing in London.

The motive behind what the foun-
dation is doing is to promote African 
culture, especially the Nigerian cul-

L-R: Ibukun Awosika, Chairman, First Bank Nigeria; Bolanle Austen-Peters, Producer/Director, Saro the musical and Nonny Ugboma, Executive Secretary 
of MTN Foundation at the showing Saro in London.
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I
c o n i c  mu s i c i a n s 
performing under 
the auspices of the 
Glo Mega Music Na-
tionwide Tour last 

Saturday left indelible 
impressions on residents 
of Kaduna and environs 
who experienced over 
five hours of avant-garde 
music and sublime show-
manship at the over-filled 
Castle Event Centre.

The show, which fea-
tured successive perfor-
mance by Di’Ja, Flavour, 
Phyno, Timaya and Ol-
amide, was anchored by 
the tag team of  Uche 
Jombo and Ebube Nwag-
bo, and complemented by 
inspiring performance by 
sundry up-and-coming 
Kaduna-based artistes 
like Classiq, popularly 
cal le d  Arewa Mafia , 
whose performance was 
outstanding.

Fo r  ve l ve t - vo i c e d 
Di’Ja, the Kaduna show 
was a homecoming of 
sorts as she took advan-
tage of her Northern Ni-

Style Innovations Lim-
ited, the largest hu-
man hair company in 

Nigeria, is set to sponsor 
the next Most Beautiful 
Girl Nigeria (MBGN) beauty 
pageant organised by Sil-
verbird Group.

The MBGN beauty pag-
eant, which will be held 
at Eko Hotel and Suites in 
Lagos on September 15, 
2017 marks the 30th an-
niversary of the pageant 
since its launch in1986 in 
Nigeria.

Speaking with the media 
in Lagos, Goodness Okwu, 
managing director, Stylen-
est Innovations Limited, 
said Stylenest prides itself 
as a company that promotes 
not just physical beauty but 
inner beauty of women 
across the continent. “For 

The Ibidunni Ighodalo 
Foundation (IIF) has 
concluded plans for 

its maiden edition of the 
Parent-in-Waiting Confer-
ence, which holds on Sat-
urday, September 9, 2017 
at the Shell Hall, Muson 
Centre, Lagos.

The conference aims to 
create awareness on the 
rising cases of infertility; its 
early detection, causes and 
treatments as well as alter-
native methods of conceiv-
ing such as In-Vitro-Fertil-
ization (IVF), egg donation, 
surrogacy and adoption. It 
will feature seminars and 
plenary break-out sessions 
led by medical experts and 
testimonies from couples 
that have waded through 
the trying waters of in-
fertility. There will also be 
free health screenings and 
counseling sessions for 
couples. The foundation 
also provides the necessary 
psychological and spiritual 
support to help parents-
in-waiting deal with the 
pressures they face along 

Glo lights up Kaduna with Di’Ja, 
Olamide, others at GMMNT

Foundation promotes parents-in-waiting conference

Stylenest Hair set to 
sponsor MBGN

Glo brand ambassa-
dors, Chibuzor Nelson 
Azubike, a.k.a. Phyno; the 
Egberi Papa 1 of Bayelsa, 
Inetimi Alfred Odon, who 
goes by the stage name 
Timaya, and Olamide 
Adedeji, the Shakitibobo 
master, thrilled attend-
ees in quick succession 
and took the show to its 
apogee.

The trio of Nollywood 
icons, Victor Osuagwu, 
Patience Ozokwor, a.k.a. 
Mama G, and Richard 
Mofe-Damijo  (RMD) , 
joined by Sani Danja, put 
up cameo appearances at 
the show. Sani Danja also 
took to the stage after-
wards to perform for the 
audience.

The next venue of the 
show is the city of Enugu. 
The show is scheduled 
for Saturday, September 
2. Glo subscribers who 
have used up to N2,000 
within the last one month 
and are willing to attend 
the show are expected to 
text “MUSIC ENUGU” to 
the short code 207.

geria ancestry to tickle 
the audience. She was 
the cynosure of all eyes 
as she launched her per-
formance with flawless 
Hausa diction to the ad-
miration of the crowd 
which responded with 
loud applause.

The app earanc e of 
Chinedu Okoli popularly 
known as Flavour on 
stage took the show sev-

eral notches higher, with 
the crowd yelling for the 
Nabania exponent to take 
off his shirt and show 
them his famous “packs”.

The handsome highlife 
maestro willingly obliged 
the crowd by pulling off 
his shirt to reveal his ma-
cho physique causing the 
hall to erupt in spontane-
ous ovation which rever-
berated across the venue.

us to help women look and 
feel confident in their re-
spective fields of endeavor, 
Stylenest decided to add 
its voice by supporting the 
MBGN, the most prestigious 
beauty pageant in Africa” 
she remarked.

While affirming that the 
Stylenest brand will contin-
ue to support programmes 
designed to empower girl-
child in the society, she 
urged the government to 
also create and support 
more initiatives that would 
give empowerment to the 
girl-child in the country.

It would be recalled that 
in 2001, Agbani Darego 
was crowned Most Beauti-
ful Girl in Nigeria and that 
same year, she also emerged 
winner of the famous “Miss 
World” competition.                                          

the journey to conception.
Recipients of the 2017 

IIF Fertility Grant will be 
announced at the confer-
ence. This year, the foun-
dation will award grants 
that cover funding towards 
fertility treatments of vari-

ous kinds to 10 couples. 
In 2016, the foundation 
partnered with certified 
fertility clinics in Nigeria to 
provide fertility services to 
28 couples. Success stories 
from the first batch include 
15 successful treatment, 

five confirmed pregnan-
cies, one successful deliv-
ery and a set of twins- (two) 
adorable baby girls.

The conference is free 
and eligible to singles and 
married. Registration clos-
es on September 8.

Ibidunni Ighodalo, found-
er of the IIF and her hus-
band, Pastor Ituah have 
been parents-in-waiting 
since they got married in 
2007. Doctors have told 
them that they would not 
have children unless they 
seek treatment through 
assisted reproduction, but 
they choose to believe God 
that they will have their 
children. She said, “I made 
up my mind to stop wor-
rying over childbearing 
and to just keep trusting 
God while helping other 
couples through their own 
fertility journey.”

IIF is a pioneering work 
as there is currently no oth-
er charity with similar ob-
jectives of educating people 
and promoting other forms 
of becoming parents and 

providing a spiritual, men-
tal and psychological sup-
port system for couples/
families. The importance 
of IIF as espoused by Ig-
hodalo is to help address 
the prevalence of couples 
in this situation, while pro-
viding enlightenment on 
the causes of infertility and 
ways it can be dealt with.

She explained why she 
started the IIF. According 
to her, “I have met wom-
en who only needed one 
round of treatment. The 
only thing holding them 
back was either the lack of 
finance or the psychologi-
cal support to go through 
it. At that point, I decided to 
stop thinking about myself 
and start trusting God for 
the capacity to help these 
couples fulfill their dreams 
of having their children. As 
we wait for our own mir-
acle, I would help couples 
going through the same 
challenges by providing 
spiritual, financial and psy-
chological support. I want 
people to see couples-in-

waiting as blessed mothers 
and fathers. As part of our 
plans to raise awareness 
on issues pertaining to 
fertility and bring hope 
and joy to many homes, 
we have partnered with a 
number of fertility clinics 
with high success rates 
that are willing to help 
with discounted costs for 
treatment. We also have 
partner organisations that 
help subsidise other medi-
cal bills. Parenthood is a 
reality that should not be 
denied to every couple that 
desires it.”

Ighodalo is not new to 
charity. She described her-
self as a great supporter of 
a motherless babies home 
called, Heritage Homes, 
and as one who is actively 
involved in Lydia Grace, 
a foundation for socially 
challenged women. Work-
ing for this particular char-
ity demands that she goes 
out on the streets (some-
times at night) to engage, 
re-form and re- habilitate 
delinquent women. 
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The screaming crowd that 
surrounded the young men 
and the tom-tom players was 
getting nearer. It was going 
from one compound to an-
other. It stopped for a moment 
in each compound where there 
was a boy full of age usually 
between 12-20 years. It was 
for this reason it was so slow 
in coming, yet it was so sure, so 
ineluctable; as sure, ineluctable 
as the fate that awaited the 
young men.

That was the typical scenario 
for the traditional Jola ini-
tiation ceremony also known 
as Futampaf, the initiation 
ceremony of boys into man-
hood rites of passage which is 
popular in the rural areas of 
The Gambia. I am sure it is not 
very common here in Nigeria 
but I could recall during my last 
visit to the Gambia, I was told 
this practise is still common in 
some villages there.

Futampaf is not the same as 
circumcision. Traditionally, 
circumcision is an act which 
is performed quietly to an 
individual young man, boy 
or a group of boys. It is done 
secretly in the bush with the 
knowledge of only a carefully 
selected few.

The ceremony is a culmina-
tion of different rituals which 
occur at the regular intervals of 
years, a period of seven, twelve 
or twenty years, depending on 
the dictates of certain spiritual 
forces. The ceremony is usually 
celebrated with eclectic musi-
cal performances by women of 
various groups.

The songs for the Futampaf 
are revealed to a few people or 
sometimes only one person in 
the family who in turn teaches 
others the songs. The unique-
ness of these lyrics lies in the 
fact that they cannot be taken 
with other songs because they 
are meant to raise the emotions 
and spirits of relatives. The lyr-
ics contain names and heroic 
deeds of dead relatives in other 
to incite other people to daring 
and sometimes violent acts.

The music and beautiful songs 
of the skilful women can emo-
tionally move people to the 
extent that they lose all fear 
of death and possible harm to 
their persons at the moment. As 
they dance and enjoy the day, 
they demonstrate the spiritual 
powers and combat secrets of 
the traditional societies. 

Today, in modern day Gam-
bia, it seems modernisation is 
gradually eroding this cultural 
feat that has been the hall-
mark of the country’s cultural 
heritage. Christianity and Is-
lam which are the anteced-
ents of European incursion 
have forced the practice of the 
Futampaf into the suburbs. 
Many educated Gambians are 

Futampaf: A rite of passage at the mercy of civilization

adopting the Western kind of 
circumcision where babies are 
circumcised in the hospitals 
soon after birth.

But for other educated Gam-
bians who have refused to let 
go off tradition, the Futampaf 
is more than a rite but a ritual 
which they believe must be 
performed to appeal to the 
ancestors. It is for this reason 
that many African-Americans 
travel to The Gambia annually 
for a reconnection to their root 
via the initiation ceremony.

“It is not actually the circum-
cision itself, explains Alieu 

Secka, chairman, Gambia Hotel 
Association, it is a ritual. It is 
the ceremony of the circumci-
sion that the Afro-Americans 
actually partake in rather than 
the circumcision itself. It is 
more of a cultural festival. You 
can take part from any age.”

Secka had the modern form 
of circumcision in the hospital 
while he was young yet he still 
upholds his belief that circum-
cision is a sign on manhood. 
“You can look at the initiation 
ceremony from two perspec-
tives. In the urban areas, it is 
very much a routine it is like 

going into a treasury and com-
ing out but in the cultural areas, 
it is more of a cultural experi-
ence apart from the circumci-
sion itself. In the urban areas, 
children who are of the same 
age group, you bring them to-
gether and have them circum-
cised, with a little ceremony 
that is not the same style or 
manner as the rural ones but 
at least you still have some kind 
of celebration as well. 

Ousmane Kabbeh experi-
enced the cultural form of 
circumcision and initiation cer-
emony but he would not reveal 

the secrets as it is meant for 
the ears of the initiated alone. 
“It was a fearful but wonder-
ful experience is all I can say. 
The elders trained us on how 
to live and conduct ourselves. 
We still believe strongly in the 
saying that white beards don’t 
lie” he said. In spite of his edu-
cation and exposure abroad, 
Ousmane is a stickler to tradi-
tion as he had his first two sons 
circumcised the traditional 
way but his other two, modern. 
His experience tells of the fu-
sion between traditional and 
modern cultural values that is 
gradually taking over the little 
country of Gambia.

I was six when I did it says 
Sagar Faal, sales and mar-
keting manager, SeneGambia 
Beach Hotel. “It’s the tradition 
to wait till the age of six. It is 
usually a group of boys in that 
age bracket. It’s painful because 
they cut off the flesh. I felt the 
pain for about six days and it 
heals thereafter.”

Painful as this experience 
was for Faal, it’s equally painful 
that the beauty of the initiation 
and circumcision ceremony 
which is contained in the songs, 
is being gradually slotted into 
the basket of history with the 
advent of civilisation. But we 
can shy away from our culture 
although some are tagged bar-
baric. There are some aspects 
of it that we may not do away 
with even with civilisation.
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Women’sWorld

HerNetwork to celebrate visionary 
women at maiden awards

4 ways to avoid adding 
excess weight this Sallah

W
e look forward 
t o  h o l i d ay s 
such as this. 
That sudden 
b re a k  f ro m 

work with the long weekend is 
everything to a stressed person. 
As our Muslim friends celebrate 
the Eid El Kabir, we join in the fun 
of the season. While some of us go 
visiting our friends to celebrate 
with them and their families, oth-
ers snuggle in to their guilty treats 
while watching the recent epi-
sodes of ‘Game of Thrones’ series.

Oh, there are those who choose 
the break from work to take their 
families out and have some good 
time, but one thing that is com-
mon with us all is the tendency 
to relax too much even with what 
we eat and how active we get.

So as you enjoy the long week-
end, here are 4 ways to stay on the 
fit and healthy track.

Weigh yourself regularly
Research shows that those 

who weigh themselves regularly 
maintain their weight more eas-
ily. By being aware of when you 
start to gain weight, you can make 
small, manageable changes to 

I
t’s time to sing unsung 
females in Nigeria as Her 
Network, a global net-
working platform an-
nounces its awards cer-

emony targeted at recognizing 
and rewarding these female 
in the country, to hold later 
this year.

To celebrate women in di-
verse industries who manifest 
admirable zeal in their indus-
try, identified by their ability to 
positively affect lives by chang-
ing the narrative through their 
work and leaving a legacy for 
future generations, is the aim 
of Her Network Woman of the 
Year (HNWOTY) Awards.

Stemming from the suc-
cess of the recently concluded 
#IAMHERCampaign run by 
the platform on social media, 
the public will subsequently 
be able to nominate women of 
their choice (in Nigeria) in one 
of twenty unique categories.

“We speak a lot about the 
sky being big enough for all 
birds to fly but we also con-

diet and exercise to keep you on 
track. Use your scales and tapes 

for measurement.

cooked or raw). You can also prep 
your fruits or healthy juices… For 
the love of drinking sweet things, 
you can make or buy healthy zobo 
drinks, tigernut drinks or beetroot 
drinks enough to last the entire 
break and keep in your fridge; 
that way, when the temptation to 
drink unhealthier versions comes, 
you have a healthy alternative 
handy.

This short break is also the 
perfect time to not only meal prep 
the food and drinks you’ll need 
now, you can also meal prep what 
you’ll need in the weekdays after 
the celebration.

Bottom Line:
It all boils down to being con-

scious of your body and what you 
do with or put into it during this 
break and the days after. Nobody 
can force you to do what you 
don’t want to do; but you can push 
yourself to do right by your health 
and body.

Cheers to the Eid celebration 
and happy new month!

Obinwanne is the CEO of NAI-
JAFITMOMS, an online fitness 
and healthy outfit, which spe-
cialises on encouraging mothers 
to lead a healthy eating lifestyle. 

Utilize portion control
Now, don’t skip meals or 

munch on boring meals you ate 
during the Sallah holiday. Instead, 
practice eating only half of what 
you would normally eat when it 
comes to less-healthy meals. Eat 
high-fiber veggies, protein and 
fat-less meats or white meats to 
stay fuller for longer.

Be Active
Make time for exercise daily, 

even if you give a few minutes. 
Regular exercise will help main-
tain your weight, relieve stress 
and make sleep better. Even if 
you’re traveling, you should stay 
active. 25-30 minutes of your day 
is really great to get a workout 
plan from a fitness trainer or 
go online and try a variety of 
workouts.

Meal prep
I’ve found this to be the single 

most efficient way to ensure you 
eat healthy meals at any time of 
the day. This process involves pre-
paring the meals you know to be 
healthy and putting it into dishes 
made for the purpose exactly as 
you want to eat them. Then pack 
them in your fridge so that when 
you want to eat, you simply get 
the place out, put in the micro-
wave (depending on whether it is 

sciously and unconsciously 
through our words, deeds and 
actions as women, constrain 
this space and work within a 
box – figuratively,” explained 
Nkem Onwudiwe, creator of 
Her Network and HNWOTY.

“This project, #HNWOTY,  
aims at dismantling the illu-
sion of a box and a glass ceiling 
to showcase sung and unsung 
millennial females within 
Nigeria who are doing phe-
nomenally in their respective 
fields and more importantly, 
creating a platform that not just 
celebrates their achievements 
as individuals but also, honour 
the women from different 
fields and sectors, as one.”

Nominations for the HN-
WOTY Awards will open in a 
few weeks, so let us lend a hand 
to discover and celebrate these 
women who through their 
works in their respective fields 
and sectors manifest admirable 
zeal and tenacity. Some sectors 
to be featured in the twenty 
nomination categories include 
Woman of the year in Arts, 
Film/TV, Banking & Finance, 

MABEL DIMMA

CHINWE OBINWANNE

Business, and Hospitality.
Every millennial female 

excelling in a featured nomi-
nation category is eligible for 
nominations by the public and 
the winners will be chosen 
by a special panel of industry 
veterans and revealed at the 

awards ceremony.
Her Network is a global 

networking platform estab-
lished in 2016 as a key driver 
to connecting a community 
of women in Nigeria and the 
diaspora to create mutually 
beneficial relationships and 

also to provide inspiration to 
live wholly successful lives, 
especially in the spheres of ca-
reer and family, by showcasing 
women as living testimonials 
in their various industries of 
expertise.
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A
t 300ft above sea 
level, early set-
tlers and today’s 
visitors strain 
t h e i r  e ye s  t o 

have a better view of the awe-
some Idanre Hills in Ondo State 
from its foot. But from afar, the 
hills are very visible even to the 
blind because of the overbear-
ing height that offers protection 
to the community tucked in its 
bosom.

A  first time visitor will not 
cease to marvel at the aesthet-
ics, architecture and thorough-
ness employed by nature in the 
assemblage of hills of various 
shapes and sizes at Idanre, also 
called ‘Oke Idanre’ by the locals.

As the birds of the air sing on 
sighting a tree for their nest, so 
also do the hills awaken in their 
magnificence on sighting visi-
tors. The highest point (300ft) 
announces the presence of the 
hills and the community it hosts 
several kilometres before the 
arrival of visitors, and of course, 
intimidates those with evil in-
tention as myth has it.

Your five senses are always 
engaged as you keep question-
ing nature and getting no an-
swers. The evergreen landscape 
surrounding the hills and which 
provides fellowship with na-
ture’s best will delight you. The 
peacefulness that pervades the 
atmosphere, the blossoming 
civilisation that existed on the 
hills, the rigours of climbing, a 
refreshing swim in Arun River, 
all make the Idanre Hills a won-
derful place to visit.

On getting closer and into 
the community, you will dis-
cover a terrain so high that 
those at the bottom go about 
their daily living as if they 
are in another planet. But the 
respite is contending with a 
setting surrounded by pictur-
esque hills that envelope the 
inhabitants from incursions 
and scorching of the sun. The 
rare view offers excellent pho-
tography session for visitors 
who truly savour a bit of the 
setting’s magnificence and pan-
oramic view even from afar.

But most importantly, the 
Idanre Hills always beckon on 
visitors for contest to dare its 
rough terrain, make a sport or 
adventure of it and to see from 
a bird’s eye while atop its peak. 
Unlike the normal contexts, 
whoever dares and conquers 
the hills has a generous hand-
shake with nature while leav-
ing the place most fulfilled of 
all visitors.

From the moment you sight 
the hills, there is actually no dull 
moment at Idanre. The action 
starts with the Great 460 Steps. 
Climbing the 460 steps to Oke 
Idanre is truly a physical chal-
lenge, but the six resting points 
will refresh you before taking 
you to the hill top. But after 
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 The peacefulness 
that pervades the 
atmosphere, the 
blossoming civili-
sation that existed 
on the hills, the 
rigours of climb-
ing, a refreshing 
swim in Arun 
River, all make 
the Idanre Hills a 
wonderful place 
to visit

Idanre: A town of picturesque hills, myth
OBINNA EMELIKE

these steps, a short walk will 
take one to the ancient town 
atop the hills - with evidence 
of civilisation that existed long 
time ago. Though the people 
of Idanre left the hills in 1923, 
evidence of their once existence 
up the hills abound.

While the description may 
seem a dreamland or imagery 
of sort for those who have not 
see how beautiful and awe-
some nature is at Idanre, the 
hills combine into a breathing 
landscape that offers a window 
to the town’s colourful history.

The people of Idanre had 
existed on the hills for at least 
800 years. Features on the hills 
lend proof to this assertion as 
they suggest that the security 

that the hills provided for the 
people of Idanre was respon-
sible for their choice of the hills 
as their home.

From mud and c oncrete 
houses, the Owa Palace, resi-
dents for chiefs and the king’s 
wives, burial mounds, a ceme-
tery, a prison yard, court rooms, 
a school and to an incubator 
for prematurely born babies, 
the evidence abound while 
the stress of climbing up is re-
warded.

You are not done with na-
ture yet! ‘Omi Opaara,’ a nar-
row stream on one of the hills, 
is thrill for visitors. Myth has 
it that the stream gushed out 
when lightning struck the hills 
as a result of a bitter feud be-

tween two powerful chiefs. 
Some visitors make effort to 
drink from the hill water be-
lieved to have healing powers.

The excitement takes you 
further atop of the hills to the 
Arun River, a small river on the 
hill. It is believed that a swim 
in the middle of the river “will 
result in an eerie, fuzzy feeling.” 
Arun River is crystal clear and 
one can see crabs, a few other 
aquatic animals, and also ad-
judge the water’s friendly depth.

The more adventurous can 
also dare the Agboogun Foot-
prints, a more difficult track up 
the hill and atop the hill because 
it takes a lot of efforts to get 
these footprints. The fact that 
the footprints can size visitors’ 

legs no matter how big or small 
makes the footprints magical.

Yet, a tortuous climb will 
further move you to a plain 
where you see a carving on one 
of the hills that looks like an 
ark. Due to its semblance of an 
ark, the carving is nicknamed 
Noah’s Ark.

If you visit during festivals, 
you will be home to one of the 
richest African cultural heri-
tages. In recent times, MARE 
festival, a sports/tourism ini-
tiative courtesy of Motherland 
Beckons have been attracting 
global tourists, investors and 
world mountain climbers con-
verge on the foot of the hill to 
dare the towering height in a 
prized-contest.

Apart from the festivals, 
the flora and fauna of the hills 
are also unique. There, special 
specie of tailless animal called 
Hyrax will surprise you. Mon-
keys are also sported near Oro-
sun hills. The hill also serves as 
home to a group of bats, as the 
people hold a unique festival of 
bats every year.

You may also spot a group of 
scientists and field researchers, 
especially now that there is ef-
fort at enlisting the hill in World 
Heritage Site.

For visitors who need to pass 
the night in the hilly town, the 
Idanre Hills Resort, a world-
class hospitality outfit and tour-
ist centre, offers an additional 
excitement with its accommo-
dation offerings including; tree 
houses, houses on the rock (Ile 
oriota), all fully serviced apart-
ments and in three-bedroom 
and two-bedroom en suites 
categories.

You have enough reasons to 
dare a visit to this nature within 
you. Of course, you cannot get 
to the top and come back the 
same as the hill is the adventure 
that awaits all calibre of visitors 
any time of the day.
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A
ll is set for the 2017 
edition of the Ak-
w a a b a  A f r i c a n 
Travel Market, the 
biggest travel and 

tourism fair in West Africa that 
connects the region to other 
Africans and the world at large.

Now in its 13th edition, the 
travel fair holds at Eko Hotel 
and Suite Lagos from September 
10-12, 2107. However, the fair is 
living up to its culture of surpris-
ing visitors with new activities as 
part of its yearly spice to the fair.

This year, Chef Challenge; 
a culinary context to confirm 
the country in West Africa that 
cooks the best Jollof rice,  is 
debuting at the fair, and will 
be declared open by Olusegun 
Runsewe, director general, Na-
tional Council of Arts and Cul-
ture (NCAC).

As the Jollof rice challenge 
draws nearer, there is an increase 
in the buzz and enthusiasm among 
the competing countries. The event 
organized by Akwaaba African 
Travel Market with the sole aim 
of promoting culinary tourism in 
Africa already has the chefs set and 
more than ready to hit the scene.

Over the weekend, Africa 
was thrilled with the Jollof rice 
challenge organized by the Gha-
naian Tourism Authority (GTA) 
at Legon Botanical Garden. The 
competition, which featured 
Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria and 
Senegal, formed part of the “See 
Ghana, Eat Ghana, Wear Ghana, 
and Feel Ghana” campaign being 
championed by the GTA, under 
the auspices of the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Creative 
Arts to promote local tourism on 
a global scale. It also served as a 

Countdown to Akwaaba Travel Market

OBINNA EMELIKE

selection process for the Ghana 
Chef Association to choose the 
5 Top Chefs that will be coming 
to Lagos for the Akwaaba grand 
cooking event.

Gambia prepared the jollof rice 
without tomatoes but with mus-
tard, fish and other ingredients, 
making their jollof yellowish-
white as compared to Ghana, who 
used tilapia, tomatoes and other 
ingredients to make their jollof 
attractive and tasty, giving it a 
reddish colour. The Nigerian and 
Senegalese chefs used ingredients 
they believed could make their 
jollof super and delicious but, un-
fortunately, they could not win.

Felicia Aniagyei, acting public 
relations manager of the GTA, 
in an interview with the Ghana 
News Agency, said the Jollof 

Competition, which falls under 
the “Eat Ghana” module, was to 
encourage Ghanaians to be proud 
of their local dishes and patronise 
them wherever they went. She 
said the occasion was also used 
to showcase some locally made 
cuisines including Kenkey with 
fish and rice balls with ground-
nut soup. This month has been 
dedicated to the “Eat Ghana” 
module while next month, Sep-
tember, would be for the “Wear 
Ghana” module, followed by the 
“Feel Ghana” in October.

Aniagyei noted that engag-
ing other African countries in 
the competition was to help 
showcase the varieties of jollof 
rice and deepen the relation-
ship among the participating 
countries.

M
any p e ople-across 
race, colour and back-
ground-desire to travel 
around the world for 

fun. While limited resources and 
other factors limit many from 
becoming the wanderlust they 
wished, others who planed ahead 
are always traveling to see the 
world. New York, Paris, London, 
Rome and other mature destina-
tions still lure global tourists while 
new destinations are emerging 
every summer.

But as much as overseas holiday 
is all about having fun and experi-
encing a new culture, but there are 
also safety issues to consider. Tour-
ists can get into a lot of trouble in 
an unfamiliar place, from catching 
a disease, to having a run-in with 
some unfriendly locals, to getting 
hit by a car when they are looking 
the wrong way (particularly in 
countries where residents drive on 
the left, like Great Britain).

You can reduce your chances 
of getting into a dangerous mishap 
by taking a few precautions before 
you leave, and while you are away. 
Below are some basic tips to keep 
you safe while on vacation abroad 
and even at home.

Plan before you go
The last thing you want is to 

Akwaaba Travel Market jollof 
rice war will serve as the final 
event, according to Ghanaian 
Chef President, Chef Isaac. To 
the Ghanaian chefs, the prize is 
already theirs, and here is some-
thing you should know about 
the Ghanaian chef association. 
Its goal is to unite chefs and 
cooks across Ghana in a com-
mon dedication to professional 
excellence. According President 
of Ghanaian Chef Association, 
‘’The Chefs Association of Ghana 
(CAG) is seriously preparing for 
the Jollof Festival in Nigeria be-
ing organized by Akwaaba Trav-
els, with 5 top Chefs across the 
sub-region. The Chefs Challenge 
Programme is an international 
cooking competition that affords 
participating countries to acquire 

arrive at your destination and find 
out that the country is embroiled in 
a civil war or coup attempt. Read up 
on the country (or countries) you are 
visiting and check if there are travel 
alerts or warnings for that country.

Familiarize yourself with the 
country’s local laws and customs, 
and learn at least a few words of 
the local language. You can buy 
a language computer program, 
video or book. Memorize a few 
important phrases and bring a 
travel dictionary or digital language 
translator with you in case you get 
into trouble.

Make sure you have all the 
paperwork you need before you 
go, including: Your passport, visas 
and other travel papers, as well as 
copies. Make sure you also leave a 
copy of these documents and your 
credit cards with a friend or relative 
at home. You may need to purchase 
a specific health insurance plan 
for your destination to cover you 
on your trip, and prescriptions for 
any medications you are taking 
with you.

Stay Healthy
Every country has its own cul-

ture, customs and germs. Traveling 
to a foreign country can expose you 
to diseases your immune system 
has never been exposed to at home.

Before you travel, familiarize 
with the illnesses that are common 
in your destination. The Centers 

skills in modern cooking trends 
to be able to deal with interna-
tional cuisine.’’

In the same vein, the Nigerian 
Chef Association has selected 
the best chefs to represent the 
country. Meanwhile, the 13th 
Akwaaba African Travel Market 
2017 received a boost as Olam 
Nigeria Limite d, the biggest 
rice producers in the country, 
partners the organisers of the 
yearly travel fair for the maiden 
edition of chef challenge/food 
expo. As the official sponsors of 
the much talked about #Jollofrice 
war by Akwaaba Travel Market, 
Olam delivered bags of Mama’s 
Pride Rice brand of 1kg, 5kg and 
10kg to a team from Akwaaba 
for the upcoming event slated for 
September 10, 2017 at Eko Hotel 
and Suites, Lagos.

Speaking at the company’s 
office in Lagos, while receiving 
the Akwaaba team led by Gbabo 
Laura D ein, Olam’s regional 
sales and marketing manager, 
Mayowa Joshua said the organ-
isation is looking forward to be 
at the travel fair, adding that the 
company is excited about the 
partnership.

The culinary event is aimed at 
promoting tourism in Nigeria by 
showcasing the best of Nigeria to 
an international audience. The 
tourism event will be hosting chefs 
from Ghana, Gambia and Nigeria to 
compete for Jollof rice challenge, 36 
states in Nigeria will compete for 
the best main meal and a group of 
Nigerian chefs compete for the best 
prepared rice in varieties. These 
activities were created purposely 
to bring out the best in West Africa 
in terms of rice production and 
promoting the outlook of culinary 
tourism and local delicacies to 
foreigners thereby promoting 
indigenous hospitality and style.

You can make your holiday trip safer

for Disease Control and Prevention 
(CDC) keeps an updated list of health 
information for countries around 
the world, and the World Health 
Organization (WHO) keeps track 
of international disease outbreaks. 
Also take note of conditions in the 
country you’re visiting, such as high 
altitudes or humidity, which might 
affect your health.

Try to get vaccinated at least one 
month before you leave, because 
some vaccines take a few weeks 
to reach full potency. Your doctor 
should give you a checkup to ensure 

you are healthy enough to travel. 
Find out whether your health 
insurance will cover you if you do 
get sick abroad. To avoid getting 
sick while you are away, wash your 
hands regularly with warm water 
and soap or use an alcohol-based 
sanitizer gel.

Protect your belongings
Do not bring anything with you 

that you will hate to lose. If you do 
bring any valuables with you, leave 
them in the hotel safe when you go 
out. The same goes for important 
documents, such as your passport 
and travel visas.

Do not carry more than small 
amounts of cash. Instead, use trav-
eler’s checks or a credit card -- both 
are traceable and replaceable if you 
lose them. Pickpockets are rampant, 
so carry your money in different 
places on your body, rather than 
together in a highly visible fanny 
pack. For example, put your credit 
card in your jacket pocket and your 
cash in your front pants pocket. If 
you do wear a money belt, place it 
under your shirt or jacket so that it 
is not visible. Women who want 
to carry a purse should choose one 
with a thick strap and wear it across 
the chest.

Bring your credit card numbers 
and the phone number of your 
credit card company with you and 
put them in the hotel safe when 
you go out. That way, if your credit 

card is stolen, you can report it right 
away and put a freeze on the card 
so the thief can’t use it. Keep your 
belongings close to you at all times. 
When you put your suitcase on the 
curb in front of the hotel, do not 
wander away from it -- keep your 
eye on it at all times.

Stay away from anyone who 
attempts to part you from your 
money, including scam artists who 
offer you items at “bargain prices” 
or who approach you on the street 
and offer to give you a local tour. Be 
wary if someone bumps into you or 
tries to otherwise distract you (such 
as by asking you for the time) -- the 
person might be a pickpocket.

 Protect yourself
 Crime happens abroad, just as 

it does wherever you live. To avoid 
ruining your vacation by becoming 
a crime victim, exercise some simple 
common sense.

Do not travel alone. There is 
safety in numbers. Do not share 
your personal information (includ-
ing your hotel room number) with 
anyone you do not know.

Be careful about your interac-
tions with strangers. Do not give out 
more information than absolutely 
necessary. If someone makes you 
uncomfortable, politely get away 
from that person. Never invite a 
stranger up to your hotel room -- 
only interact with them in a public 
location.

…as DG NCAC sets to open Chef Challenge, Ghanaian chefs prepare
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Runsewe to open chef challenge at Akwaaba 
as Ghana Chef Association prepares team

T
he head of Culture in 
Nigeria, Otunba Segun 
Runsewe the D.G of Na-
tional Council of Arts 
and Culture will declare 

the chef challenge open at the 
Akwaaba Travel Market. As the 
Jollof rice challenge draws nearer, 
so is an increase in buzz and en-
thusiasm amongst the competing 
countries.

The event organized by Ak-
waaba African Travel Market with 
the sole aim of promoting culinary 
tourism in Africa already has the 
Chefs set and more than ready to 
hit the scene.

Over the weekend, Africa was 
thrilled with the Jollof rice chal-
lenge organized by the Ghanaian 
Tourism Authority (GTA) at Legon 
Botanical Garden.

 The competition, which fea-
tured Ghana, Gambia, Nigeria and 
Senegal, formed part of the “See 
Ghana, Eat Ghana, Wear Ghana, 
and Feel Ghana” campaign being 
championed by the GTA, under 
the auspices of the Ministry of 
Tourism, Culture and Creative 
Arts to promote local tourism on 
a global scale.

It also served as a selection 
process for the Ghana Chef Asso-
ciation to choose the 5 chef coming 
to Lagos for the Akwaaba event.

Gambia prepared the jollof rice 
without tomatoes but with mus-

tard, fish and other ingredients, 
making their jollof yellowish-
white as compared to Ghana, who 
used tilapia, tomatoes and other 
ingredients to make their jollof 
attractive and tasty, giving it a 
reddish colour.

The Nigerian and Senegalese 
chefs used ingredients they be-
lieved could make their jollof 
super and delicious but, unfortu-
nately, they could not win.

Felicia Aniagyei, the Acting 
Public Relations Manager of the 
GTA, in an interview with the 
Ghana News Agency, said the 
Jollof Competition, which falls un-
der the ‘Eat Ghana’ module, was to 
encourage Ghanaians to be proud 

of their local dishes and patronise 
them wherever they went.

She said the occasion was 
also used to showcase some 
locally made cuisines includ-
ing Kenkey with fish and rice 
balls with groundnut soup. 
This month has been dedi-
cated to the ‘Eat Ghana’ module 
while next month, September, 
would be for the ‘Wear Ghana’ 
module, followed by the ‘Feel 
Ghana’ in October.

Aniagyei noted that engaging 
other African countries in the 
competition was to help show-
case the varieties of jollof rice and 
deepen the relationship among the 
participating countries.

Air Peace rewards loyal 
customers with free tickets

A
ir Peace has again is-
sued hundreds of free 
economy and business 
class tickets to its cus-

tomers under its Frequent Flyer 
Programme (FFP) tagged ‘Peace 
Advantage.’

In August 2016, the carrier 
also rewarded its customers 
who had earned enough points 
under its loyalty scheme. About 
two months after in October, 
Air Peace also compensated all 
passengers on two of its delayed 
Abuja-Lagos flights. A total of 
196 passengers affected were 
compensated.

Alice Onyema, Vice Chair-
man of Air Peace, who was on 
one of the affected flights, made 
the announcement to the sur-
prised passengers. The flights, 
the airline said, were delayed 
due to unfavourable weather 
and VIP movements.

In a message to over 500 new 
beneficiaries by the carrier’s 
Loyalty Support Team, the air-
line said the free tickets were 
its way of rewarding them for 

keeping faith with it.
In a statement issued by Chris 

Iwarah, its Corporate Commu-
nications Manager, Air Peace 
assured that it would continue to 
show gratitude for the loyalty of 
its customers through different 
reward schemes.

The airline explained: “The 
Peace Advantage programme is 
our way of rewarding our cus-
tomers for believing in us and 
supporting us with their patron-
age. With a Peace Advantage 
card, the traveller gets additional 
travel time on any destination 
they wish each time they fly 
with us.

“We are a company that con-
siders our esteemed guests a 
core part of our one big family 
and sincerely seeks pragmatic 
ways of making life beautiful 
and peaceful for them. We will 
continue to be unsparing in re-
warding our valued guests for 
their loyalty, which has proved 
the greatest pillar of our leader-
ship of the Nigerian aviation 
industry.”

Stories by IFEOMA OKEKE

A
ccident Investigation 
Bureau (AIB) has re-
leased two final Crash 
reports involving a 

Nigerian Police Force Bell Heli-
copter, a trainer Tambico aircraft 
belonging to Nigerian College 
of Aviation Technology (NCAT) 
and a ground collision incident 
two Air Peace aircraft.

The Police Bell 427 Helicopter 
crashed at Kabong , Jos South 
Local Government in March 14, 
2012, killing a deputy inspec-
tor general of police, Late John 
Haruna.

The NCAT Tampico TB9 air-
craft occurred October 6, 2008. 
The ground collision of Air Peace 
two Boeing 737-500 and Boeing 
737-300 aircraft occurred at the 
domestic terminal of the Lagos 
Airport.

At a briefing at the headquar-
ters of the bureau, Akin Olateru, 
it’s Commissioner, said the medi-
cal certificate of the pilot that 
operated the Police helicopter 
had expired at the time of the 
accident, even as the simulation 

AIB releases two final crash reports, safety bulletin

recurrency of the same pilot had 
also expired at the time of the 
accident.

Olateru said the final accident 
report revealed that the co - pilot 
of the Police Bell helicopter was 
not type rated on the aircraft 
type (Bell 427).

 He said the engineer that 
released the aircraft prior to the 
flight had no type rating and 
training on the aircraft type. On 
the NCAT Tambico aircraft, the 
AIB said the student crashed 
the aircraft because of inability 
to maintain directional control 
after touchdown.

The AIB however raised 
concerns over the quality of 
fuel used in the Police Bell 
helicopter urging the Nige-
rian Civil Aviation Authority 
(NCAA) and the Department of 
Petroleum Resources ( DPR) to 
launch an independent inquiry 
into aviation fuel quality in 
Nigeria.

The report reads :” The result-
ing report should focus on the 
vulnerability and risk of each 

.... reveals pilot of Police helicopter had expired medical certificate

....Calls for probe of aviation fuel supply
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step in the distribution process.
“This should yield firmer 

regulatory oversight mecha-
nism that ensures international 
quality of aviation fuels used in 
Nigeria.”

The AIB , however urged the 
Nigeria Police to provide prop-
er funding, conducive work-
ing environment , develop and 

implement a robust training 
programme for its technical and 
operational personnel.

Such arrangement, the AIB 
said will ensure adequate super-
vision and approved equipment 
to enhance safety.

It further reads : The NCAA 
should ensure that the police air 
wing complies with approved 

maintenance requirements.
On the NCAT Tambico air-

craft crash, the AIB urged the 
college to ensure that flying 
instructors checking on students 
on solo flight must at all times be 
at the control tower to monitor 
the progress of the flight.

The report reads:” NCAT 
should procure equipment and 
train relevant Personnel to con-
duct toxicological examination 
in its Aero medical Facility.”

To avoid recurrence of the 
ground collision involving two 
Air Peace aircraft at the Lagos 
Airport, the AIB report urged 
the Federal Airports Authority 
of Nigeria ( FAAN ) to establish a 
quasi apron control tower at the 
domestic terminal .

It reads :” FAAN should pro-
vide all necessary personnel pro-
tective equipment and spares for 
marshallers and other relevant 
personnel.

“NCAA should ensure that 
proper regulatory oversight is 
carried out on operations at the 
general aviation terminal.”Akin Olateru, Commissioner, AIB

Otunba Segun Runsewe
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Hang Out With BDSUNDAY

to adequately relax the back 
and provide the comfort of 
a bed to a tired buttock. The 
inimitable bars shelve and 
the desks are exquisite sight 
to behold; with portraits of 
different subjects hanged on 
its wall silently glamourizing 
the beauty of the lounge.

Then, there is the deliber-
ate narrow stair case-lead-
ing to the VIPs upstairs like 
a sacred path to the “holy 
of holies” where unusually 
sacrifices take place. Just 
by the stairs is a snooker 
board for guys who know the 
value of it. Whisky’s VIP is 
in a world of its own. As the 
environment is different, so 
are the prices of things sold 
there! The sight of a bottle 
of beer at Whisky’s VIP sec-
tion is an abomination! It 
is exclusive for guys/ladies 
of note! Its environment is 

Inside Whisky Ice 

O
ur bride of the 
week-Whisky 
Ice Lounge, 
l o c a t e d  a t 
O l o k o n l a 

bus-stop, by Road Safety, 
Lekki-Epe Expressway, Ajah, 
has taken over as the new 
princess for Hang Out with 
BDS until another glorious 
displacement takes place.

 For now, it suffice to say, 
the thoughts of Whisky Ice 
is the beginning of wisdom 
for bars/restaurants and 
clubs in the area. Apart from 
Whisky Ice’s overwhelming 
facility, the bar appears to 
also be a licentious ‘wife’ 
of many ‘husbands’ in the 
sense that it possesses up 
to five different ambiances 
for different personality and 
interest.

Our focus this week is 
Whisky’s inner lounge since 
we dealt with its outer bar 
last week.The building that 
houses Whisky Ice is mag-
nificent in both outside and 
inside; most inviting and it 
appeals strongly to roving 
eyes. Add to that, is the risky 
but successful decision to 
cut the prices of drinks in the 
bar less than it is sold in rival 
bars. At Whisky Ice, expect 
no dull moment as music of 
different brands are played 
to the delight of customers.

At Whisky, there is a place 
for everyone no matter his 
or her disposition and tem-

NATHANIEL AKHIGBE
08054692431

different and superlative 
compare to what is obtain 
downstairs. 

The couches and tables 
also are different. In fact, at 
Whisky’s VIP section, there is 
a special Champaign couch-
es with a unique pocket 
holes for Champaign glass-
es. The couches are unique 
feature that puts Whisky Ice 
ahead of others. Custom-
ers are the VIP can enjoy 
life with whatever menu 
they chose; while watching 
vehicular and human move-
ments but shielded from 
noisy interference by solid 
transparent glass. The effect 
of the reflection of bubbling 
disco lights on the bar shelve 
cannot be overstated; with 
attendants stationed perma-
nently like Roman soldiers 
to response to customers’ 
request swiftly.  

perament. It is a place with 
unique stimulation for all 
comers who wants their 
body and soul serviced and 
pampered for better per-
formance.  The weary soul 
that enters Whisky’s inner 
lounge will never returned 
the same because many fads 
are in action to speed up the 
attainment of a relax body 
for such fellow.

It is indeed a sigh of tri-
umph entering Whisky’s 
palace reminiscent lounge 
from the double door en-
trance. And for customers 
who enjoys spacious envi-
ronment, the space and ar-
rangement of couches at the 
lounge can only be compare 
to a family size mansion with 
several palour; sectionalized 
with couches huge  enough 



Health&Science

RAZAQ AYINLA, Abeokuta

MITCH LESLIE

E
xperts from Nigerian 
Conservation Founda-
tion (NCF) and Federal 
University of Agriculture, 
Abeokuta (FUNAAB) 

have said that conservation of 
vultures could check prevalence 
of epidemics such as Lassa fever, 
Cholera and other diseases.

 The experts noted that various 
researches had shown that vul-
tures prevent diseases, especially 
epidemics, from spreading hu-
mans and animals through eating 
of carcasses of dead animals, pests, 
such as rats and other degrees of 
waste, including excreta through 
which epidemics are spread fast. 

Speaking at a stakeholders 
workshop organised by Nigerian 
Conservation Foundation (NCF) 
and Bird Life International in 
Abeokuta, tagged, “The Decline 
in Vultures: Consequences on Hu-
man and other Wildlife Survival”, 
where participants condemned 
high rate of poaching and killing 
of wildlife and forest reserves, par-
ticularly Vultures which “do more 
good to human beings than bad”.

Speaking on the theme of the 
workshop, Gabriel Dedeke, an As-
sociate Professor from the Animal 
Eco-Physiology Department of 
Federal University of Agricul-
ture, Abeokuta (FUNAAB), noted 
that though vultures might be 
ugly and scary, all the species of 
vultures have great benefits for 
man, saying: “They are culturally 
significant; vultures eat dead bod-
ies in Parsi community in India. 
Vultures are sentinels of poaching 
activities. 

“They are key component 
of healthy ecosystem; they are 
nature’s garbage disposers, they 
keep environment clean and 
free of contagious diseases. Their 
extremely corrosive stomach acid 
allows them to consume rotting 

Asthma drug may thwart Parkinson’s disease

animal corpses. Vultures consume 
70% carrion in Africa and by rid-
ding the ground of dead animals, 
vultures prevent diseases from 
spreading to humans and animals. 

“Vultures play an extremely 
important ecological role in most 
terrestrial ecosystems. They keep 
the environment free of car-
casses, waste (including human 
excrement), thereby restricting 
the spread of diseases (such as 
Anthrax and botulism) and pests 
such as rats. Hence their decline 
as a significant scavenger can lead 
to associated changes within their 
environment.”

Earlier, Adeniyi Karounwi, 
Director General of NCF frowned 
at the rate at which vultures are 

When p e ople with 
asthma have trouble 
breathing, they may 

reach for an inhaler containing 
salbutamol, a drug that expands 
the airways. Salbutamol may 
have another beneficial effect—
protecting against Parkinson’s dis-
ease. Individuals who inhaled the 
highest doses of salbutamol were 
about half as likely to develop the 
devastating neurological condition 
as those who didn’t take the drug, 
a study reveals.

“I’m sure it’s going to be a land-
mark paper,” says neurologist Jo-
seph Jankovic of Baylor College of 
Medicine in Houston, Texas, who 
wasn’t involved in the research.

In Parkinson’s disease, gobs of 
the protein α-synuclein accumu-
late in certain brain cells and may 
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being killed for which the con-
sequences are being felt on the 
health and economy, explaininh 
that as a follow up, a local mar-
ket assessment in Osun, Ogun 
and Ondo states was conducted 
to document the belief-based 
system as key driver of vulture 
decline while considering the 
trade routes, hubs and corridors 
along those states. 

He said, “It is evident that there 
is so much for us to do as stake-
holders within the wildlife traf-
ficking value chain. The decline 
figures are alarming as approxi-
mately 500 tonnes are trafficked 
monthly ending up as derivatives 
used in traditional medicine. It 
was also revealed that this figure 

kill them. Scientists have tried to 
craft drugs that speed the elimi-
nation of the protein or prevent it 
from clumping. Neurologist and 
genomicist Clemens Scherzer of 
Harvard Medical School in Boston 
and colleagues decided to try a dif-
ferent strategy. “We wanted to find 
a drug that could turn down the 
production of α-synuclein,” he says.

To identify promising com-
pounds, the team grew human 
nerve cells in the lab and tested 
whether more than 1100 medica-
tions, vitamins, dietary supple-
ments, and other molecules altered 
their output of α-synuclein. Three 
of the drugs that cut the protein’s 
production, including salbutamol, 
work by stimulating the b2-adre-
noreceptor—a molecule on some 
body cells that triggers a variety 
of effects, including relaxing the 
airways. The researchers found 

support as much as it may be a 
challenging task to curtail the 
trafficking and racketeering in 
vulture and its parts without 
you. It is a collective effort that 
must be enshrined in our public 
roles and responsibilities regard-
ing vulture survival as what we 
owe the future generations and 
why today’s programme is being 
held in Oshogbo and Abeokuta 
concurrently. 

“We should be able to identify 
possible solutions to reduce the 
demand and supply of vulture 
parts in traditional medicine 
while developing a road map to 
tackle the threat to vultures and 
other wildlife from being sources 
for use in traditional medicine”. 

they determined that Norwegians 
who had taken salbutamol at least 
once in their lives were about 
one-third less likely to develop 
Parkinson’s disease.

How much protection salbu-
tamol provided depended on the 
dosage. Compared with Norwe-
gians who didn’t use the drug, 
people who took the highest doses 
between 2004 and 2007 were 
about half as likely to get the dis-
ease in the subsequent 7 years. In 
contrast, patients who took the 
lowest doses had only slightly 
lower odds of developing Parkin-
son’s disease in that period, the 
researchers report online today 
in Science.

The results are “fascinating” 
and “come out of the blue,” says 
neurologist Anthony Lang of the 
University of Toronto in Canada. 
However, he has misgivings about 

is widely sourced from Northern 
Nigeria in meeting the demands 
in South-West Nigeria for use in 
rituals and other traditional me-
dicinal purposes.

 “Our belief system must be 
able to accommodate a new think-
ing that not only recognises but 
also preserves the right of the 
African vulture species to live in 
order not to jeopardize the future 
of our unborn generations. 

NCF is not asking for too much 
but we need a determination 
and commitment to change our 
lifestyle, particularly to see vul-
tures as environmental sanitation 
agents/cleaners and that human 
survival depends on them. 

“We cannot but seek your 

that these drugs appear to alter 
how tightly the DNA containing 
the α-synuclein gene coils, and 
thus whether the gene is active.

Salbutamol is one of the world’s 
most frequently used drugs, 
and the researchers wondered 
whether people who took it were 
less likely to have Parkinson’s 
disease. “You need to have very 
large prescription databases with 
many years of follow-up to do 
this analysis,” Scherzer says. The 
researchers found such a database 
in Norway, which keeps records 
of all drugs prescribed for each 
of its 4.6 million residents. The 
disease was rare. Roughly 0.1% 
of people who didn’t use the drug 
developed Parkinson’s disease. 
The rate among people who used 
salbutamol was less than 0.04%. 
After the researchers corrected for 
factors such as age and education, 

Conservation of vultures can check Lassa 
fever, cholera, others - experts 

the analysis of the Norwegian data 
because salbutamol’s influence on 
α-synuclein appears to be so pow-
erful that it’s surprising we ever see 
a Parkinson’s patient with asthma, 
he says. Given that some people do 
have both diseases, other factors 
that correlate with salbutamol 
use might be affecting Parkinson’s 
disease susceptibility. “We have to 
take other possible explanations 
into account,” he says.

Researchers aren’t sure about 
the best way to harness the results 
to benefit patients. Clinical trials 
of salbutamol or related drugs are 
one possibility. However, none of 
these drugs is optimized to enter 
the brain, says neuroscientist 
Andrew West of the University 
of Alabama in Birmingham. “The 
drugs that are going to be ideal for 
targeting [α-synuclein] have yet to 
be developed.”
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Universal Health Coverage: 8 million Nigerians targeted 
to access maternal, childhood care services – Adewole

Ambode’s wife advocates regular 
medical check-up 

Nigeria is among countries 
at a slow pace to achieve 
the Millennium Devel-

opment Goals of reducing child 
mortality.

 A recent analyses trend show 
that every single day; Nigeria 
loses about 2,300 under-five 
year olds and 145 women of 
childbearing age. This makes 
the country the second largest 
contributor to under–five and 
maternal mortality rate in the 
world.

 “Universal Health Coverage 
targets 8 million Nigerians to 
access maternal and childhood 
care services,” said Isaac Ad-
ewole, health minister at the 
National Health Dialogue held 
in Abuja recently.

 Adewole Isaac further said 
that everybody should be held 
accountable for poor service de-
livery both at federal, state and 
local level and that political will 
and public financing are key to 
attainment of Universal Health 
Coverage (UHC), in Nigeria and 
the developed world

“There is increase in mater-
nal mortality especially at child 

C
holera outbreak has 
been reported in the 
internally displaced 
people (IDPs) in north-
eastern Nigeria and as 

such, The World Health Organi-
zation (WHO) and other partners 
are doing their best to contain the 
spread.

Cholera is an infection of the 
small intestine by some strains 
of the bacterium Vibrio cholerae. 
Symptoms may range from none, 
to mild, to severe.

Researchers have estimated 
that every year, there are roughly 
1.3 to 4.0 million cases, and 21 000 
to 143 000 deaths worldwide due 
to cholera.

The outbreak was observed at 
Muna Garage, Maiduguri, Borno 
state and 69 cases including 5 
deaths have been reported at the 
camp.

According to a report by WHO, 
“Detecting and responding rapidly 
to suspected cases of cholera is vital 
to controlling outbreaks, which 
can spread rapidly in areas where 
access to safe water is limited, 
hygiene conditions are poor and 

WHO partners health authorities in 
Muna Garage, to curb cholera outbreak  

populations are weakened by food 
shortages.

Intense efforts by national and 
partner response teams in Borno 
State over the last year including 
surveillance and monitoring capac-
ity have been greatly strengthened, 

enabling early detection of this 
outbreak.” The report revealed.

To this end, the report further 
showed that the State Ministry 
of Health is leading partners in-
cluding WHO, in the response 
to the outbreak in Muna Garage, 

which includes the establishment 
of a cholera treatment centre, 
increasing risk communications 
and assessing the need for an oral 
cholera vaccination campaign in 
the affected area.

To curb the spread, WHO has 

Wife of the Governor 
of Lagos State, Bo-
lanle Ambode has 

urged residents of the state, to 
always go for medical check-
up and engage in physical 
exercise, for good health and 
early diagnosis of medical 
conditions.

 Ambode gave the admonition 
while flagging off a health out-
reach initiative, at Poka in Epe re-
cently, organised by the National 
Youth Service Corps (NYSC).

 She thanked people of the 
community for their support 
for the state government, 
promising they would not be 
disappointed.

 “I am filled with joy as I 
join not just as wife of the 
governor of Lagos State but 
also as a daughter of this great 
community, to flag-off the 
NYSC health initiative for 
rural dwellers designed by the 
NYSC management to provide 
timely health intervention.  

 She said that the easiest 
way to discover upcoming un-
favourable health conditions 
was through medical check-

prepositioned Inter-agency Diar-
rheal Disease Kits across the state 
for immediate response to diarrhea 
and cholera outbreaks and has 
trained 56 health workers including 
doctors, nurses, laboratory techni-
cians and pharmacists on cholera 
case management, and infection 
prevention and control (IPC). These 
health workers are boosting capac-
ity to treat people with the disease in 
the affected camp and surrounding 
health facilities.

WHO-supported community 
outreach workers are conducting 
active case search in the camp to 
find and refer anyone suffering 
from the disease that has not been 
able to seek help at a health facility.

 Experts have said that living in 
a healthy environment can help 
prevent cholera and its spread. 
They also advise to take clean 
drinking water and ensure that 
people are sensitized on its preven-
tion and management.

Worthy of note is the fact that 
WHO and partners are doing ev-
erything possible to ensure a clean 
environment at the IDP camps 
through improving water and 
sanitation. 

ups, which according to her 
would enable early diagnosis 
and easier management.

 According to her, “Health is 
wealth, poor health is a com-
mon enemy to all and there is 
need for us to wage a collective 
war against it. This can only be 
achieved through early diag-
nosis and treatment”.

 Ambode lauded the contri-
butions of the NYSC to rural 
health development in Lagos 
State and urged the residents 
to use the opportunity of the 
intervention to know their 
health status.

 Mohammed Momoh, co-
ordinator of the programme, 
noted that the health initiative 
was introduced in 2015, to 
mobilise corps medical volun-
teers in respective states, for 
health interventions through 
diagnosis, treatment, referrals 
and mass sensitization.

 He said that since the incep-
tion of the scheme, about 3000 
persons in 15 rural communi-
ties had been reached in the 
State, stressing that the corps 
would work harder to cover 
more rural communities in the 
short time.

birth. We need to ensure that 
women deliver under extreme 
supervision to cut this down, 
there is need to also address 
poverty” said Adewole.

 Adewole added that univer-
sal health coverage is geared 
towards ensuring one functional 
primary healthcare centre per 
ward in Nigeria.

 “Over 180 million people, Ni-
geria is a huge country with huge 
potentials. This has been driven 
by high fertility rate that the 
country is blessed with. We need 
therefore to use this as a yard 
stick to change the phenomena 
and change the population pyra-
mid of the country so as to have 
more workers than defenders”.

 “Our major problem again is 
that we have more poor people, 
that is why we are investing in 
poor people so as to change this 
narrative, said Adewole.

 According to a release by 
the United Nations Children’s 
Fund (UNICEF), malnutrition 
is the underlying cause of mor-
bidity and mortality of a large 
proportion of children under-5 
in Nigeria.

“It accounts for more than 50 
per cent of deaths of children in 

this age bracket”.
 According to the release, the 

majority of death occurs within 
the first week of life, mainly due 
to complications during preg-
nancy and delivery reflecting 
the intimate link between new-
born survival and the quality of 
maternal care.

 Main causes of neonatal 
deaths are birth asphyxia, se-
vere infection including tetanus 
and premature birth.

The release also states that a 
woman’s chance of dying from 
pregnancy and childbirth in Ni-
geria is 1 in 13. Although many of 
these deaths are preventable, the 
coverage and quality of health 
care services in Nigeria continue 
to fail women and children.

 “Presently, less than 20 per-
cent of health facilities offer 
emergency obstetric care and 
only 35 percent of deliveries 
are catered for by skilled birth 
attendants”.

 This shows the close relation-
ship between the well-being of 
the mother and the child, and 
justifies the need to integrate 
maternal, newborn and child 
health interventions, as stated 
by a UNICEF report

Dexa medica team offering free health services as well as free eye glasses to Agbara residents recently



Sports

D
e s p i t e  n o t a -
ble names like 
Britain’s Andy 
M u r r a y  a n d 
Serbia’s Novak 

Djokovic missing due to 
injury, the US Open has 
stayed true to form and has 
thrown up its usual blend 
of drama and entertain-
ment thus far.

US tennis association 
(USTA) has announced an-
other 10% increase in the 
total prize money pool of 
US Open which will take 
the total purse to record 
$50.4 million for 2017 tour-
nament. Both men’s and 
women’s singles champi-
ons will pocket as much as 
$3.7 million each followed 
by $1.8 million for singles 
runners-up.  We take a 
complete look at 2017 US 
Open tennis prize money 
breakdown.

U S  O p e n  2 0 1 7  P r i z e 
Money Breakdown: With 
another 10% increase in 
the total prize money pool 
taking the total re c ord 
$50.4 million, US Open be-
comes the highest paying 
grand slam outright. Sin-
gles competitions get 7.5% 
increase, followed by 8.5% 
increas e for men’s and 
women doubles events. 
The biggest increase how-
ever comes for Qualifying 
event where 42.5% in-
crease will see $2.9 million 
dollars distributed among 
players eliminated from 3 
qualifying rounds.

All Time Record Prize 
Money

2017 will see increase 
in US Open prize money 
for the 6th straight year 
and that makes US open as 
the most lucrative tennis 
tournament for players. 
US Tennis Association had 
announced back in 2013 
that tournament will see 
yearly increase in prize 
money to eventually reach 
$50 million by 2017 and 
that’s exactly how things 
panne d out.  Re c ent in-
creas e in Prize  money 
see US open pip Wimble-
don (which was hit hard 
by brexit) as the highest 
paying grand slam in the 
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US Open records $50.4m prize money
… as total earnings rise 10%

world.
Even the players par-

ticipating in the qualify-
ing rounds will get hand-
somely compensated with 
around $2.7 million dis-
tributed to the losing play-
ers of qualifying rounds 
1 ,2  and 3.  1st  Qualify-
ing round losers will get 
around $7500 each, while 
second qualifying round 
losers will pocket around 
$15,000 each and the third 
qualifying rounds getting 
as much as $20,000 each.

“Five years ago, we com-
mitted to the players that 
total player compensation 

for players would reach $50 
million at the U.S. Open, 
and we are honoring that 
commitment,” said USTA 
President Katrina Adams .

All told, singles payouts 
are up 7.5 percent per round, 
the overall doubles purse is 
up 8.6 percent and total win-
nings from the U.S. Open 
Qualifying Tournament are 
up a whopping 49.2 percent 
to $2.9 million.

Those are all remark-
able numb ers on their 
own, let alone in a sport 
that’s made great strides 
to reward its men’s and 
women’s players equally. 

After all, the likes of Sere-
na Williams (who’s sitting 
out the U.S. Open due to 
her pregnancy) and Maria 
Sharapova drive as much 
interest in and attention 
to tennis as Roger Federer 
and Rafael Nadal.

But bigger money isn’t all 
the U.S. Open is doing to ca-
ter to tennis’ best and bright-
est. As Adams explained, per 
WTATennis.com:

“In addition to unprec-
edented prize money in-
creases, players also will 
see a host of new ameni-
ties at this year’s tourna-
ment including upgrades 

to Player Dining, a more 
generous meal allowance, 
upgrades  to  al l  p layer 
workout facilities, and ad-
ditional quiet room space. 
Our goal is to make every 
experience at the US Open, 
whether for the players, 
our fans, or our partners, 
the best, world-class ex-
perience possible.”

Thes e  amenit ies  are 
more than just cursory 
upgrades to one of the 
great spectacles in sports. 
They also represent an im-
portant investment in the 
game itself by the USTA. 
With America’s  tennis 
hegemony waning, par-
ticularly on the men’s side, 
it’s crucial to ensure the 
U.S. Open’s future as the 
crown jewel in the sport’s 
calendar as a means of 
driving interest among 
homegrown athletes.

The grounds of the US 
Open hold a total of 22 
c ourts  with four main 
show courts: Arthur Ashe, 
Louis Armstrong, Grand-
stand and Court 17, thir-
teen field courts and five 
practice courts.

 The chart below shows 
the total breakdown of 
2 0 1 7  U S  O p e n  Te n n i s 
C h a m p i o n s h i p  p u r s e 
which will be awarded in 
different categories.

ANTHONY NLEBEM



Super Eagles brighten Russia 2018 hope
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Killing boredom with live football actions

F
ollowing Nigeria’s 
convincing 4-0 vic-
tory over African 
Champions, the In-
domitable Lions of 

Cameroon, the dream of play-
ing at the 2018 FIFA World Cup 
in Russia seems to be brighter.

But, the Eagles will have 
to survive a bigger challenge 
when they line up against the 
Lions in Yaoundé, September 
4, in an encounter that will 
determine the faith of Nigeria 
playing at next year’s World 
Cup.

The Super Eagles are unde-
feated in 33 World Cup Quali-
fying matches, with their last 
defeat coming in June 2004 
against Angola. Meanwhile, it’s 
the heaviest defeat the Indomi-
table Lions have encountered 
in World Cup qualifying.

Nigeria made it three wins 
from three in 2018 World Cup 
qualifying with a 4-0 thrashing 
of African champions Camer-
oon in Uyo.

Odion Ighalo, John Mikel 
Obi, Victor Moses and Kelechi 
Iheanacho were all on target 

Finally, the b ore dom is 
over and the excitement 
of professional football is 

back on our screens with the 
start of the English Premier 
Football league and La Liga, 
among other world-class soccer 
tournaments. This new season 
promises to be a fire cracker as 
the players are in top shape and 
rearing to play their hearts out.

Football all over the world 
has a cult-like following and 
fans in Nigeria are no different. 
They have their favourite clubs 
and managers. Particularly, 
they have their favourite play-
ers and follow every behind the 
scene and live action. It is also a 
period when betting is taken to 
another level and huge sums of 
money are lost and won.

Although the La Liga has 
some of the reigning European 
champions within the league 
and currently plays host to 
the vast majority of the most 
recent World Cup winners as 
well as the two most outstand-
ing players of this generation, 
the English premiership league, 
according to Marketing.Com, 
remains the most powerful 
league in the world with a 
global audience of about 12.3 
million per football match and 
a cumulative audience of a 
whopping 4.7 billion people in 
212 countries and territories per 
league tournament. This is why 
its opening is always greeted all 
over the world with excitement 
and generates the most wealth 
around the world.

It is safe to say Nigerian fans 
fall within the 4.7 billion people 

for Nigeria in their victory.
The win means the Super 

Eagles top Group B on 9 points 
while Cameroon have just 2 
points after three matches.

Zambia and Algeria both 
have a point each and they 
play their third match against 
each other on Saturday in 
Lusaka.

Nigeria took the lead on 29 
minutes when Ighalo latched 
onto a ball over the top from 
captain John Mikel Obi and 
slotted home.

Ighalo was then booked for 
revealing a t-shirt in support 
of his international colleague 
Carl Ikeme who has leukaemia.

Just before half time a cor-
ner from Moses was turned in 
by his former Chelsea team-
mate Mikel Obi as he slid in 
and put the ball into the roof 
of the net.

Moses scored the third in 
the 55th minute after an ex-
change of passes with Moses 
Simon.

The rout was completed 
when Leicester City striker 
Kelechi Iheanacho stooped to 
head home a cross from Ogenyi 
Onazi with 14 minutes left to 
play.

It was the first victory for 
the Super Eagles after they suf-
fered a home defeated to South 
Africa in the 2019 AFCON 
qualifier in Uyo.

The man of the match was 
unarguably Ikechukwu Ez-
enwa, a home based player 
with the Ifeanyi Ubah FC who 

proved his mettle and won the 
confidence of fans.

Ezenwa is making his debut 
for the senior national team 
though had played at the junior 
level and had won the heart of 
fans as he kept a clean sheet.

The Super Eagles appeared 
more coherent and coordinat-

ed though the Indomitable Li-
ons had dominated the match 
in the opening minutes.

The Super Eagles technical 
adviser had given assurance in 
a pre match press conference 
that the Super Eagles would 
win the match since according 
to him GE has a good team.

Family and Access bouquets. 
Exciting channels like Food 
Network, CBeebees and BBC 
Lifestyle which air programmes 
like Celebrity Master Chef, Trust 
me I’m A Doctor and Obsessed 
with my body, are available for 
customers even on the Family 
bouquet.

Reputed for putting custom-
ers first in every business deci-
sion, MultiChoice has invested 
so much in innovative services 
which are customer-friendly 
and not too pocket-heavy, giv-
ing them value for money all 
year round. Aside from the 
English Premiership and La 
Liga, DStv has rights to other 
unbeatable football action that 
will keep fans on their toes for 
the rest of the football season. 
Other soccer action including 
Copa Del Ray, German Cup, Eng-
lish FA Cup, Champions league, 
Europa league and the Carabao 
Cup, are all available on DStv 
and GOtv.

Speaking on all MultiChoice 
has to offer, General Manager, 
Sales and Marketing, Martin 
Mabutho said: “DStv and GOtv 
subscribers are in for a bum-
per soccer season this year as 
SuperSport will showcase live 
international matches from 
the Spanish La Liga, English FA 
cup, Champions League, Europa 
League, Copa Del Ray, German 
Cup, Carabao Cup formerly 
known as the EFL Cup, and not 
forgetting Nigerian Premier 
League games and national 
team football matches. It will be 
a one stop shop for everything 
football and there will be no 

regrets,”
Because SuperSport is for 

everything sports, boxing fans 
were treated to the fight be-
tween Floyd Mayweather and 
Conor McGregor, a mixed mar-
tial art fighter, on the Premium 
bouquet – a bout which met 
expectations and delivered 
spectacularly from an excite-
ment perspective. So far, the 
fight appears to have broken 
all gambling records. DStv Pre-
mium customers had the op-
portunity of watching the fight 
live in HD and in the comfort of 
their homes. Because of time dif-
ferentials, the match, which was 
broadcast by 5am Nigerian time.

For a company that takes 
every customer into consider-
ation, MultiChoice recognizes 
that some customers may be 
in transit when some of their 
favourites clubs will be playing, 
which is why it launched the 
newly revamped DStv Now, 
the app which enables online 
streaming and entertainment 
on the go! The service can also 
be enjoyed by up to four devices 
at once and comes with a paren-
tal control feature. Additionally, 
although the live match was 
only available on the Premium 
bouquet, Compact Plus and 
Compact customers were given 
the opportunity to catch the one 
in a million boxing match in a 
re-broadcast the very next day.

With all MultiChoice has 
prepared for its customers, no 
single subscriber will be left 
behind in this bumper season 
of live action and more impor-
tantly, at no extra cost.

who await football action with 
frenzied excitement and Multi-
Choice, through its sports com-
pany, SuperSport, midwifes this 
excitement by making available, 
all the football action live on 
DStv at affordable rates. With 
its new value preposition Multi-
Choice is offering to its custom-
ers, all 380 live EPL matches on 
its Premium, Compact Plus and 
Compact bouquets. While the 
Family and Access bouquets 
will have some of the matches 
for subscribers. Even GOtv 
subscribers are not left out of 
the excitement as they will 
also enjoy a couple of select live 
matches on weekends or when 
more than one match is happen-
ing at the same time.

In this new season, Multi-
Choice acquired a number of 

sporting rights to air various 
football and wrestling actions to 
its customers regardless of what 
bouquet they are subscribed 
to. The UEFA Euro rights, the 
IOC Olympic rights that allow 
them broadcast all the Olympic 
Games including the winter 
Olympics and the Paralympics, 
as well as the World Wrestling 
Entertainment rights (WWE) 
for all the action on Wrestle-
mania. In particular, for the 
Family bouquet, which goes for 
a subscription rate of N3,800, 
customers can watch the entire 
380 live matches of the Spanish 
league, La Liga. By this, nothing 
is missed, regardless of the bou-
quet one is subscribed to.

In addition to all the foot-
ball and wrestling rights, DStv 
added new channels to the 

ANTHONY NLEBEM & ANIEFIOK 
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Week
Quotes of the

What is an antivirus program? - An antivirus 
program is designed to protect your computer 
from possible virus infections. Since most vi-
ruses are designed to run in the background, 
most users do not know when their computer 
is infected. Virus protection programs serve to 
search for, detect, and remove these viruses. 
Antivirus programs must be kept up-to-date in 
order for them to be able to detect new viruses. 
So, downloading the program once and never 
getting the updates will leave you unprotected.
What is a virus? - A virus is a program that 
replicates itself. It is usually spread by attaching 
itself to other files and programs. You can get 
a virus through an e-mail attachment, floppy 
diskettes, downloads, etc. All viruses are differ-
ent. They can lay dormant for a while and then 
attack your machine or they can immediately 
begin causing problems as soon as your com-
puter is infected.

Are viruses the only thing I should worry 
about? - NO. In addition to viruses, there are a 
growing number of Trojan horse programs, some 
of which like NetBus and SubSeven BackDoor, 
allow others remote access to your computer. 
Spyware and Adware can also violate your 
privacy and damage your computer.

Blogs
From the 

“I have come to strongly believe that we cannot 
honestly and sincerely continue in this wise, as 
the basis of trust and confidence in our unitary 
system of government has not been able to stand 
the test of time. When the same folks today tell us 
that the “unity of Nigeria is not negotiable”, they 
are definitely not talking about the unity they 
once questioned as narrated above. I think what 
they are saying is that “our conquest of Nigeria is 
not negotiable”. Yinka Odumakin, spokesperson, 
Afenifere.

“Therefore, it is timely that the Federal Govern-
ment encourages dialogue in order to detonate the 
way that the discussion seems to be going in cer-
tain quarters. We have come to a point where it is 
acceptable to most people that, we should remain 
united as a country. The issue at stake is how we 
can have a fair and equitable country that we all 
can claim as our own.This matter has been in the 
front burner for a long time and it is about time we 
discuss it so that it does not slide beyond what we 
can control”. Okwesilieze Nwodo, former national 
chairman of the Peoples’ Democratic Party (PDP).

“That of South Korean grew by 10 times but 
unfortunately, the GDP of Nigeria of 180 million 
people grew from N143 billion to N430 billion. 
Local goods and services as a matter of urgency 
must become household names. President Buhari 
has directed that 40 per cent of Federal agencies’ 
procurement must be locally purchased. What 
the country needs is the facilitation of home made 
goods and foods as this could take the economy 
to next destination.’’ Okezie Ikepeazu, Governor 
of Abia State. 

Numbers
$2m
The Governor of Abia, Dr Okezie Ikepeazu, has 
condemned the importation and consumption 
of two million dollars worth of imported rice on 
daily basis by Nigerians.

N167bn
The Nigerian Stock Exchange (NSE) market capi-
talisation on Thursday shed N167 billion in spite 
of interim dividends declared by some banks for 
the first six months ended June 30, 2017.

Q
:  Why do we need laws?
A:   Laws define the limits of 
our freedom.

Q:  But we are a democracy, 
which means we have a huge 

latitude of freedom.
A:  Yes, but freedom is always limited.  

Unlimited freedom means chaos, and no 
society, however organized, and no form of 
government, however named, can tolerate 
chaos.

Q:  But laws are useless unless enforced.
A:  That’s right. Laws that are unenforced 

or unenforceable are as bad as no laws at all.
Q:  Is there such a thing as an unenforceable 

law?
A:  Yes. For instance, a law that stipulates 

a punishment grossly disproportionate to 
the offence.

Q:  For example?
A:  Take a minor traffic offence, such 

as driving without proper brake lights, 
making a right or left turn without signaling, 
or driving on the wrong side when the 
other side is blocked by construction or an 
accident.

Q:  What would be a proportionate 
penalty for such offences?

A:  Many countries would let you off with 
a verbal warning—or levy a fine roughly 
equivalent to one or two thousand naira.

Q:  How do they do it?

set up market for them, and they are ruthless.
Q:  So what happens next?
A:  You begin to bargain with them. You 

offer N5,000. They walk away in anger. 
You offer N7,000 and they say it must be 
N18,000 or nothing. This goes on until they 
reluctantly agree to N10,000.

Q:  What if you don’t have N10,000 on 
you?

A:  Then you will take okada to go home 
or find an ATM to get N10,000.

Q:  Na wah-o!
A:  Once they get in your car you can 

never get off for less than N10,000.
Q:  So they can manage to collect N500,000 

naira before end of work day?
A:  Quite possibly.
Q:  Does the governor know this?
A:  The governor is not blind, deaf or 

dumb.

Q:  Hhmn! This is serious!
A:  It is . . . . Now, let me ask you: do you 

know why old people have a reputation for 
talking too much?

Q:  No. Why?
A:  Because they talk to young people 

when young people are not in the mood to 
listen.

Q:  But I’m always in the mood.
A:  Not always—but still, you’re one of 

the exceptions. When young people are in 
the mood to listen, they can learn a lot. They 
will make their own mistakes, of course, but 
they will know some of the mistakes made 
by their elders and be able to avoid repeating 
some of them. In addition, they will learn 
some significant things you can’t find in any 
book. That way, wisdom won’t be wasted 
or die with the old but be passed on to the 
younger generation.

Q:  Tell me more, sir.
A:  This is only an appetizer. Onu mara 

o-ga eri eri. Tell mouth say na better food 
dey come . . . .

   
                                                        • To be continued

A:  The traffic warden issues a written 
“ticket” or summons indicating the amount 
of fine and where to pay it—or if you prefer, 
a date to appear in court to plead your case.

Q:  You mean this is done on the spot?
A:  On the spot, so that within ten minutes 

you’re on your way to the day’s business.
Q:  What would be a disproportionate 

penalty?
A:  A fine of two hundred and fifty 

thousand naira, plus a compulsory court 
appearance followed by a court-ordered 
psychiatric examination to determine what 
could possibly motivate you to break a traffic 
law.

Q: Whoa! Are there such laws in Nigeria? 
You must be joking.

A:  There are such laws. And all it does is 
allow the traffic wardens to extort money 
from motorists.

Q:  How do they do that?
A:  They block your way so you can’t 

move without running them over. Then 
they get in your car and either take over and 
drive or force you to drive to some obscure 
side street. Then they lecture you, insult you 
and intimidate you. If you refuse to give the 
money they demand, they drive you to their 
depot. At the depot they deflate your tyres 
and seize your car keys. They show you 
the tattered print-out of the law requiring 
this huge sum and psychiatric examination. 
Would you rather go through the process or 
pay them N30,000 for a quick release so you 
can go about your business?

Q:  So what do you do?
A:  What can you do? You reason with 

them—but they are beyond reason. You 
offer what you believe to be extenuating 
explanations for your error but they are 
beyond explanations. You beg them but they 
are deaf to all entreaties. You must pay up or 
wait to see their boss.

Q:  Ah, that’s good. The boss is bound to 
be more reasonable.

A:  No he isn’t. They are all in the same 
extortion racket. The outrageous law merely 
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