
Love Who?  19-01 January 12-13, 2019

I. Introduction 
A. Christian man in Africa came to church with bandaged hands.  When asked how he had been injured, he 
replied:  “My neighbor’s straw roof was on fire;  I helped him put it out and my hands were burned in the process.” 
B. But this wasn’t the whole story.  That neighbor was an enemy who hated this man.  That neighbor had 
originally set this man’s roof on fire while his wife and children were asleep in the hut. 
C.  Fortunately, this man was able to put out the fire on his own house in time.  But sparks flew over to his 
enemy’s roof…the one who had set the fire in the first place…and now his enemy’s house began to burn. 
D.  There wasn’t hate in the heart of this Christian man; there was love & concern for his enemy.  He did 
everything he could to put out the fire at his enemy’s house…and THAT is how his hands were burned. 

II.  What motivates a person who RISKS THEIR LIFE putting out a fire at their enemy’s house?  Could WE extend the 
same mercy toward those who hate US? 

A.  This type of love is unnatural…it’s absurd…it’s not normal, not common. 
B.  It’s extraordinary…and it’s beautiful! 

•  This is the kind of love that Jesus demonstrated toward those who hated Him…and He invites US (those 
who follow Him) to this type of exceptional love. 

•  A love where there is no room for revenge, but rather a desire to seek the greatest good even for those who 
come against us. 

•  A love so different, so unique, that the world MUST take notice. 
C.  Today we will consider one of Jesus’ most difficult teachings:  His call to “Love Your Enemies”…a command 

which has caused much discussion and debate for centuries. 
D.  A little bit of context to where we find ourselves in Luke 6: 

• In Luke this far, we have followed Jesus through His birth, baptism, and temptation. 
• We find Jesus healing people, forgiving people their sins, casting out demons, teaching in the synagogue, 

being confronted by the religious rulers of the day 
• And after praying all night long, Jesus chooses 12 people to be His disciples. 
• Now we come to the teachings of Jesus.  
• Today’s passage is a portion of a sermon by Jesus. 
• It’s referred to as “The Sermon on the Plain” based on Luke 6:17. 
• “And He came down with them and stood on a level place with a crowd of His disciples and a great multitude of 

people.”  Luke 6:17 
• While there were crowds present, this sermon is directed to his disciples, those who sought to follow Jesus 

as their Lord. 
E.  We’re cutting in to the middle of the sermon here in verse 27 of chapter 6:  27 “But I say to you who hear: Love 

your enemies, do good to those who hate you, 28 bless those who curse you, and pray for those who spitefully use 
you. 29 To him who strikes you on the one cheek, offer the other also. And from him who takes away your cloak [coat] , 
do not withhold your tunic [shirt] either. 30 Give to everyone who asks of you. And from him who takes away your 
goods do not ask them back. “  Luke 6:27-30 (NKJV) 

F.   There it is:  Love   Your   Enemies. 
G.  But we must first ask:  Who IS my “Enemy?” 

• Enemy is not a word we commonly use for other people…we might use it in language of war. 
• The Greek word means “hostile ones”. 

H.  Jesus goes into great detail to describe what our enemies do: 
•“Those who hate you” (v. 27) 
• “Those who curse you” (v. 28) 
• “Those who spitefully use you/mistreat/abuse you” (v.28) 
• “Those who strike/slap you on the cheek” (v. 29) 

a.  It is likely that Jesus had in mind a CALCULATED INSULT (backhanded slap),  not a brutal blow to the face. 
b.  He wasn’t calling us to be the world’s punching bags. 

•“Those who take your coat” (v. 29) 
• “Those who ask/beg things of you” (v. 30) 
• “Those who take away your goods/what belongs to you” (v. 30) 
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I.  Based on these descriptions, an enemy is not a country or group of people…our “enemy” is someone we know 
personally. 

J.   Jean Vanier, (Ceator of L’Arche ministry which places mentally disabled adults in homes to live in community 
with mentally able adults.) 

"Our enemy is not somebody in a far off distant land.   
Our enemy is somebody close by who threatens us, who blocks us.   
Our enemy is inside, not outside, the community.” 

K.   To continue this teaching of Jesus, we must first identify in our own minds: Who is MY enemy? 
L.   If we don’t identify our enemy, then this teaching of Jesus just becomes a cerebral activity, a thought to 

consider…rather than an action to pursue. 
M.  Who hates you? Who curses you? Who mistreats you? Who insults you? Who takes things from you? 

•It might be a cruel neighbor 
•A rebellious child 
•An uncaring, ill-tempered spouse 
•A boss, a professor, a co-worker 
•A classmate or family 

 N.  PRAYER:  Jesus, you are bringing to mind people who hurt us, who come against us.  We bring these enemies of 
ours before You.  Where there is hatred, we ask that You teach us how to love.  Amen. 

O.  Jesus says to Love your enemies (not “tolerate” or “put up with” your enemies). 
• The word for “love” Luke uses here is agape. 
• A distinctly Christian kind of love that seeks the greatest good of another. 
• This type of love is not just a feeling of the heart. 
• But an active choice of the will to love a person. 
• And ONLY by God’s Spirit in us, we can choose agape (love) for our enemies rather than hate. 

P.  According to the text, according to Jesus Himself:  
Q.  What does “loving our enemy” look like? 

1. (v.27)  Do good to those who hate you (not evil). 
2. (v.28)  Bless those who curse you. 

• The word “bless” comes from the Greek term eulogeo (yoo-log-eh-o). 
• From which we derive our word “eulogy”. 
• It means “good-talk” or “to speak well of”. 
• In ancient times, to “bless” was to speak well of someone to God. 
• Whereas to “curse” was to call down divine affliction on someone. 

3. (v.28). Pray for those who spitefully use you (mistreat you). 
• The natural response to being mistreated is to seek justice, usually in the form of revenge or 

retribution…injury for injury…pain for pain. 
• But the Old Testament prophets & poets rested in the fact that vengeance belongs to God, not us. 
• Here Jesus takes it a step further:  He tells us to ask God to have mercy on those people who cause us 

harm! 
• Jesus is our model in praying for those who mistreat us. 
• In Luke 23:34, as He hangs upon the cross, Jesus says, “Father, forgive them, for they don’t know what they 

are doing.” 
4. (v.29)  If someone strikes you on the cheek (insults you)…offer the other also. (Don’t return the insult.) 

•  If they take your cloak (coat)…do not withhold your tunic (give them your shirt, too). 
5. (v.30) Give to everyone who asks you.  If anyone takes away your goods, do not ask them back 

R.  NOTE: These are tough! We must “wrestle” with this teaching (rather than dismiss it as impossible or mere 
hyperbole).  We must use our wisdom and intellect. 

S.  I wrestle with a healthy tension as I read these words of Jesus: 
• Though I am not to seek personal revenge, I can’t look the other way in the face of evil or injustice! 
• We are called to stand for justice, actively opposing evil in all its forms. 
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• There are consequences for breaking the law. 
• If someone is abusing you, are you to just let them continue? NO. 
• Am you to enable them to do evil things? NO. 
• Jesus’ message here is not about passivity in the face of evil but rather active love and concern for the 

greatest good of the other person…even those who are seeking your demise. 
T.  Jesus summarizes His teaching with what has been called The Golden Rule:  And just as you want men to do to 

you, you also do to them likewise. Luke 6:31 (NKJV) 
U.  Or:  “Do to others as you would have them do to you.” 
V.  This teaching is not original to Jesus…it is found in other religions and to have been said by other teachers 
W.  BUT in most other cases, the rule is stated in its NEGATIVE form:  “What you do not want done to yourself, do 

not do to others” – Confucius 
X.  Jesus invites us to MORE to active love rather than passive love. 
Y.  Not an “inner-love” tucked away…but a love that manifests itself in concrete action. 

 III.  Let’s continue in Luke 6:32, where Jesus drives home His point with a series of questions…. 32 “But if you love those 
who love you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners love those who love them. 33 And if you do good to those who do 
good to you, what credit is that to you? For even sinners do the same.34 And if you lend to those from whom you hope to 
receive back, what credit is that to you? For even sinners lend to sinners to receive as much back.”  Luke 6:32-34 (NKJV) 
 A.  Loving those who love us…Doing good to those who are good to us… Lending to those who will pay us back… 

• This is good…and we should do it.   
• This type of mutual love is Common love, Normal love, Ordinary love. 
• Even sinners love like this!  People who have no regard for God and His instructions.  People who are not 

seeking to be disciples or followers of Jesus. 
• But Jesus challenges us to love BETTER than the world does. 
• He calls us BEYOND love that is common & ordinary. 
• He invites us to EXTRAORDINARY love for others! 

 B.  It’s here where Jesus shows that He is truly “punk rock” (against the flow). 
• You’ve heard it said, “Love your neighbor”…I tell you “love your enemy”. 
• Everyone does good to those who are good to them…Try this:  do good to people who hate you! 

 C.  Those who have been saved by the grace of God are “punk rock”:   
• We love DIFFERENTLY than the world does!  But WHY would we want to love our enemies?  What reason do 

we have for such outrageous compassion? 
• “But love your enemies, do good, and lend, hoping for nothing in return; and your reward will be great, and you will 

be sons of the Most High. For He is kind to the unthankful and evil.36 Therefore be merciful, just as your 
Father also is merciful.”  Luke 6:35-36 (NKJV) 

D.  Here’s the rationale…here’s why we love our enemies: because this is the way God our Father acts. 
E.  We reflect the character of God whom we serve.  Following Jesus is a process of growing into Family Likeness… 

• “The apple doesn’t fall far from the tree.” 
• “A chip off the old block”. (Kids are like their parents.) 

 F.  In my home, behind closed doors, I’ve been known to do some silly and goofy dance routines.  I won’t go into 
much detail, but it happens…that’s the reality.  It’s WHO I AM.  We will sometimes see one of our children 
breaking out in a similar manner…and my wife says, “You are just like your father! I see your father in you.  
Because you are acting like he does.” 

G.  When we love our enemies…when we are kind to the ungrateful and the wicked…people can see the Father in 
us.  Because we are acting like He does. 

• (v. 35) “and you will be sons [children] of the Most High.” 
• Not that love for enemies that “earns” us the place of being children of God. 
• But that our love for enemies “displays” that we ARE children of God. 

H.  This is the heart of what we call “the gospel…the Good News”: 
I.  Loving enemies and doing good to those who hate reflects exactly what God has done for us. 
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• 8 “But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”  Romans 5:8 
(NKJV) 

• God loved the world despite its rebellion.  Thankfully, God’s love for us is not based on “common” or “mutual” 
love!  But IN our sin, IN our wickedness, IN our hostility…God was kind to us. 

• Jesus’ invitation to love our enemies is genius…it’s the best way to live because: 
IV.  Hatred is Heavy 

A.  Even though we may be justified in it, hatred can be a chain that shackles us and steals the abundant life Jesus 
came to bring. 
B.  Howard Thurman was an influential African American author, theologian, educator, and civil rights leader. 
C.  Thurman's theology of radical nonviolence influenced and shaped a generation and he was a key mentor to 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 
D.  I read his book, “Jesus and the Disinherited”, (Thank you Dr. Jack Painter!)  Thurman writes to people who have 
‘their backs against the wall’ (the poor, the disinherited, the dispossessed).  People who had every right to be 
consumed with hatred for how they had been treated. 
E.  “Jesus rejected hatred.  It was not because he lacked the vitality or the strength.  It was not because he lacked 
the incentive.  Jesus rejected hatred because he saw that hatred meant death to the mind, death to the spirit, death 
to communion with his Father.  He affirmed life; and hatred was the great denial.” 
F.  Hatred is Heavy.  Has hatred for your enemy consumed you?  Jesus can set us free from hatred toward others. 

 V.  Secondly, we love our enemies because:  Love has power to transform our enemies. 
A.  Revenge never works…it never ends…it always escalates.  But love can change things. 
B. In my youth group, we had a group of seniors that started prank wars.  It grew and grew and got out of hand.  

Property was being damaged.  It was bad.  But in the group, one of them decided to flip this from harm to 
good.  It started with the girls.  They cooked a big dinner.  Then the guys decided to one up them and 
gathered all their keys and washed all their cars.  It grew and grew and grew and LOVE transformed this 
group from harm to good things.   

C.  I heard the story about a Christian rice farmer who had his rice farm at a very high plateau. Every morning he 
would have to go down to the lowest level and pump water up to his rice farm. He had to open certain locks 
and close others and shut the dam on his property in order to keep the water on his land.   

D. Several mornings he went down early to pump water up to his own rice field. 
E. But when he returned home he found that ALL the water went his neighbor’s field, not his own! His neighbor 

would open up his dam so that HE got the water instead! The neighbor was stealing the water for himself! 
F. This happened over and over again and nothing he said could change his neighbor’s actions. 
G. This Christian rice farmer prayed earnestly for his neighbor and for God to give him wisdom. The answer came 

and he got up even earlier the next morning and pumped his neighbors field full before pumping water to 
his own field. 

H. His neighbor could not believe what was being done…and he began to ask the rice farmer about his faith.  After 
hearing the good news about Jesus Christ, this enemy neighbor chose to trust JESUS as his only hope for 
salvation! 

I. Love has power to transform our enemies. 
J. It was love that transformed US…for it is God’s kindness that leads us to repentance (Romans 2:4) 
K. Let us love our enemies and be merciful to them JUST as God has been merciful to us. 

VI.  PRAYER: 
Lord, stand in wonder for the mercy You have lavished on us even when there was hostility between us because of our 
own sin.  Your kindness has changed us.  Teach us to love our enemies, those who mistreat us, those to insult us,  
those who take things from us. Release us of the heavy hatred to which we so easily cling.  And will You change the 
hearts of our enemies as they see Your kindness displayed in our actions toward them.
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