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CORNSAY PARISH COUNCIL 
 
At a Meeting of Cornsay Parish Council held on Wednesday, 24th April, 2013, at 7.00pm, in the 
Community Hall, Hamsteels Estate, Esh Winning. 
 

Present: Councillor B Armstrong (in the Chair) 
and Councillors FS Duggan, K Duggan, P Clark, S Clark, R Makepeace and D Robb 

and County Councillor J Armstrong 
 
152. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE  
 
There were no apologies for absence, all Members being present. 
 
153. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST/REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS 
 
There were no declarations of interest or requests for dispensations.  
 
154. REPORT OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 
 
Councillor J Armstrong reported he had attended the hearing of the planning appeal for an anaerobic 
digester at High Hedley Hope Farm on 17th April.  Both the applicant and objectors had been able to 
put forward their views and the planning inspector’s decision would be known in a few weeks.  
 
155. MINUTES  
 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on 27th February, 2013, were confirmed as a correct record and 
signed by the Chairman.  
 
156. MATTERS ARISING 
 
Minute 144 - It was noted that a large pothole had developed in Willow Road.  Councillor 

Armstrong would report this.  
 
Minute 150 - Councillor B Armstrong advised that the grass had been cut at Cornsay 

Colliery park and noted the high quality of the job done.  
 
157. FINANCIAL REPORT  
 

(a) Agreement was given for the payment of: 
 
(i) £170.12 to Mr D Walker in respect of Clerk’s wages for April  
(ii) £42.40 to HMRC in respect of PAYE for April 
(iii) £29.50 to Makepeace Landscapes for grasscutting 
(iv) £100.00 to Cornsay Village Residents Association in respect of fuel 
(v) £170.00 to cash for the Clerk in respect of skip hire 
(vi) £1021.56 to DVC Roofing in respect of emergency repairs to the Hall roof 
(vii) £80.00 to SPC Building & Maintenance in respect of emergency works to the Hall roof 

 
(b) Cheques issued:  

 
(i) 27th Mar 2013 £ 151.95 Clerk’s wages    No. 605 
(ii) 27th Mar 2013 £ 38.20 HMRC     No. 606 

  
158. CORRESPONDENCE 

    
There was no correspondence requiring the Council’s attention. 
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159. PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
 

(a) MC Metcalf 15 Commercial Street 
Cornsay Colliery 

Erection of single storey rear extension and 
erection of garage within rear garden area 
 

(b) A Ormiston Mossgiel 
Cornsay Village 

Erection of replacement garage to rear 

  
Resolved: That no objection be offered to these applications.   

 
160. DOG WASTE BAGS 
 
Dog fouling had been raised as an ongoing around the area, and consideration was given to the 
purchase of a number of dog waste bags which could be made available to local residents to see 
whether this improved the situation.  
 
The Clerk reported that CDALC placed a bulk order for dog waste bags annually on behalf of parish 
and town councils in County Durham and was able to obtain them at a discounted cost.  Last year 
the cost has been £7.00 per 1000, with bags being supplied in boxes of 2000.  
 
Resolved: That two boxes of dog waste bags be purchased and made available free of charge to 
local residents.  
 
161. PACT PRIORITIES – YOUTH NUISANCE 
 
The Chair reported that PCSO Robson was looking into the possibility of providing a youth shelter 
and skate ramp at the former play area site in Burnside in an effort to provide somewhere for young 
people to use.  It was hoped that this would reduce anti-social behaviour in the area. 
 
The Council’s support with the project was sought. 
 
Resolved: That PCSO Robson be invited to the next meeting of the Council to discuss the matter.  
 
162. INSURANCE 
 
The Clerk reported that the Council’s insurance policy was due for renewal on 1st June.  Details of the 
premium requested by Zurich had been received, however the Internal Auditor had recommended 
that the Council seek quotations from other insurers on a regular basis to ensure that competitive 
cover was obtained.  
 
The Clerk had sought quotations from a number of other insurance companies.  Since doing so, 
however, the damage to the Hall roof had resulted in an insurance claim and it had been necessary 
to advise these companies of the claim.  Revised quotations were therefore awaited.  
 
Resolved: That the insurance renewal be considered at the Annual Meeting. 
 
163. MID DURHAM AAP – ‘Well if you’d bothered to ask me…’ Survey 
 
The Clerk reported that the Mid Durham AAP and local parish councils were now looking to 
communicate the results of the survey to local residents and to meet with them to identify how the 
issues raised could be responded to.    
 
Resolved: (i) That the Clerk liaise with the AAP to find a suitable date for a public meeting to be held 
to discuss the outcomes and next steps with local residents. 
 
(ii) That a small budget to provide light refreshments at the meeting be agreed. 
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164. HAMSTEELS COMMUNITY CENTRE 
 
(a) Proposed New Building  
 
The Clerk reported that the application form for Big Lottery funding had been revised and would be 
ready for submission shortly.  
 
(b) Damage to Building 
 
The Clerk reported that significant damage had been caused to the roof of the existing building by 
severe gales on Thursday 18th April.  The roof had been temporarily sheeted, and the loss adjuster 
from the insurance company had attended the building.  Three quotations for repairs were required 
by the insurance company before repairs could be undertaken.  
 
In addition to the damage to the roof, extensive damage had been caused in an apparent attempt to 
break into the building.  The rear door had been forced open and a hole kicked through both the 
external and internal walls into the porch area.  The door had been temporarily nailed shut and the 
hole boarded over to secure the building temporarily.  
 
Resolved; (i) That quotations for repairs to the roof be sought as quickly as possible and forwarded 
to the insurance company.  
 
(ii) That SPC Building & Maintenance be requested to repair the damaged wall and door.  

 
The Meeting closed at 7.30 pm 

 
Signed as a correct record: 
 
Chairperson 
 

……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 

Clerk ……………………………………………………..  Date ……………………………. 
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