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Subject: Grade 6 English 

Term 4 

Week: 3 Lesson Number:250A 

Date:  

Topic: Historical Fiction (Narrative Genre) 

Text: The Glass Boy 

Practice: Reading Skill Strategy 

Lesson Outcome: You will identify the problems the main character faces in the falling 
action (a series of events) in the historical fiction text. 

Introduction 

This lesson has 1 Resource titled “The Glass Boy”. Note: You will find the extract at the end 
of this lesson. It is the continuation of the story you read in Lesson 249. 

Instructions 

To complete this lesson, you must follow these steps: 

Step 1. In your exercise book copy the Header. 

Step 2. Read the questions carefully. 

Step 3. Answer ‘Practice Exercise 2’. Copy the Question first and then answer the Question 

in complete sentences.  Make sure your hand writing is neat and legible. 

Practice Exercise 2 

1. In Lesson 249, you learnt the meaning of the word ‘climax’ in a historical fiction text.  

2. Ask yourself this question, “Can you recall the meaning of the word ‘climax’ in a historical 

fiction text?  Begin your answer like this: The meaning of the word ‘climax’ in a historical 

fiction text is ............................................................................................................................ 

If your answer was close to the meaning, ‘Super Effort!’. 

(a) Read the note on the meaning of the word ‘climax’ in a narrative text to recap on the 

topic. 

Climax 
Here the climax refers to the turning point of the story where there is a great 
suspense or action by the main character. 

3. In this lesson, you will learn the meaning of the word ‘falling action’ in a historical fiction 

text.  
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(a) What do you think the word ‘falling action’ means in a historical fiction text? Begin your 

sentence like this: I think the word ‘falling action’ in a historical fiction text means............ 

............................................................................................................................................ 

(b) Read the note on the meaning of the word ‘falling action’ in a historical fiction text. Copy 

the note in your book. 

 (c) Read through the extract “The Glass Boy” and find the falling action(events) to show 

how the main character is going to solve the problem in the story. 

Maestro Battono had become very sick after his drinking spree and was now bed ridden. He 

was poisoned by Mancini’s men when he drank the wine that they offered to him at the 

tavern. In his drunken state, Maestro tried to walk home but his legs seemed too heavy and 

he had to drag himself along the way.  

Pietro went to visit his family that evening and did not accompany his maestro to the tavern. 

When he returned to his Maestro Battono’s place, he learnt that his maestro had not yet 

returned home. Pietro found him stumbling along the path and he quickly ran towards him. 

He assisted his maestro to walk to his house in the darkness of the night. How do you think 

Pietro felt as he walked with his drunken, sick maestro to his house? 

In 3-4 sentences, describe the falling actions (a series of events) the main character 

experienced after the climax in your own words. (Refer to paragraphs 1- 5) 

Begin your sentence like this: The main character experienced the falling events: 

(i) Pietro, a young, smart and talented man, was determined to secretly design a classic 

glass treasure for his maestro’s bet. He did not want his Maestro Battono to lose his own 

foundry nor his renowned business. He sat in despair in his maestro’s foundry and 

wondered what was the best monument in Venice that he could create into a centre piece 

of glass for this Glass Master’s Meeting. He remembered the various statues that he loved 

and how they played a significant role in the history of Venice. (paragraph one) 

(ii).......................................................................................................................... 

(iii).......................................................................................................................... 

(iv).......................................................................................................................... 

(v)...........................................................................................................................  

When we read a text, we learn how the main character experiences a series of events 

(falling action) to solve a problem. 

 

Falling Action 
There will be a series of events to show how the main character is going to solve the 
problem or conflict after the climax in the historical fiction text. 
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Extract: The Glass Boy 

1. Back in the foundry, Pietro sat amid the vast of potash and silica, despairing. His thoughts 
turned, as always, to glass. THE MOST WONDERFUL GLASS OBJECT...Pietro thought 
about Venice and all the things he loved. The play of light on the water. Its shifting greens and 
luminous shadows. The serpentine swirl of water beneath the gondolier’s silent oars. The 
rings of light dancing out when he tossed a stone into the canal. 
2. Then there were the winged lions of San Marco. They had been worked into the masonry 
above every grand building and in every public square. The big brass lion's head knockers 
upon the carved wooden doors. Isabella and her Leone, her little lion... Feverishly, Pietro 
mixed the correct amounts of soda, zinc, calcium carbonate, lime and silica, measuring each 
with exactness.   
3. He knew how to make ruby, purple, aqua, topaz, cobalt, emerald, teal, yellow and a 
hundred shades in between. The lowest furnace blazed with the alder wood he had stacked 
only the day before. He put in the crucible. before. When the glass was liquid, Pietro pulled it 
out on the pole and began to work it with the cutters and other tools.  
4. As he worked, he thought about Isabella and his mother, THE WINGED GLORY OF 
VENCE AND ITS JEWEL-COLOURED CANALS. Holding his breath, Pietro teased out strips, 
layer by layer. Fusing the colours was a challenge, as some set hard earlier than others.  
5. At last, Pietro laid his creation upon the granite to cool. He watched it harden in the orange 
firelight. It was finished. Pietro picked it up and anxiously checked for any hidden flaws. Were 
there any dull spots where ash had stuck to it while it was cooling? Or bubbles that had 
expanded from the colourant? There could be no paper burns or chill marks, no cracks, holes, 
nicks or scratches. He placed it back on the granite and stared in wonder. It was perfect. 

 

 

 


