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In 1931, Reverend Dana J. Duggan, treasurer of the University, released plans for a new 

athletic field that would include the construction of a track and football field. On November 5, 

1931, the Index first mentioned the existence of a solid plan, which had previously only been a 

rumor: “No definite word was forthcoming and as time went on the stories relative to the project 

became more or less myths.” On December 3, the paper reported that University authorities 

granted official permission for the construction of a new football stadium. The reaction from the 

student body was positive: “With the erection of a new stadium Niagara will be able to step up 

among colleges and take her rightful place with pride as far as modern athletic facilities are 

concerned.” Previously, the football team had played in an open field that often could not handle 

the amount of people who wanted to attend: “On occasions of attractive gridiron battles lack of 

seating capacity caused thousands to forego the pleasure of witnessing the games.” Many years 

later the Niagara Falls Gazette reported:  “Prior to 1932 Niagara played its football games on an 

open field where the Student Center now stands. There was no barrier or fence of any kind 

around the field and only a few scattered bleacher seats on either side. Fans often encroached on 

the playing field.” On May 5, 1932, the student newspaper reported “the new structure, located 

east of the present field, will accommodate 5,000 spectators, and will be completed by next fall.”  

The football team at Niagara used the stadium until the University cut the program in 1950. On 

April 29, 1958 the Niagara Falls Gazette reported: “Unfortunately, intercollegiate football was 

too costly, and had to go. And there seems no likelihood that it soon will be restored to Niagara’s 

sports program.” While the football team no longer existed, Varsity Stadium did. Most notably, 

the stadium was used for Moving Up Day festivities. In 1958, the Stadium was removed. The 

headline of a story published on April 29, 1958 in the Niagara Falls Gazette read, “Stadium’s 

Passing is a Sign of Times.”  The article concluded: “Even the most ardent football fan will agree 

that the teaching of science is a more important function of the University than training young 



men to make blocks and tackles.”  The Niagara Falls Gazette published on April 24, 1958, 

“Going Down!” with a photo of the empty stadium: “Work crews this week began demolishing 

Niagara University’s Varsity Stadium, little used since 1950 when the university gave up 

football.” While the photo does not show the demolition process specifically, one can infer what 

was about to happen.  

 

 

An undated photo of Varsity Stadium in use. 


