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1
Jesus’ Footsteps

1
Jesus’ Footsteps

God enabled me to preach for three days to a gathering
of 750 believers from all over India in 2010. This 3-day
programme in Karaikudi, Tamilnadu, was called “Old Paths
Retreat.” The theme text was Jeremiah 6:16, “Thus says
the Lord: Stand in the ways and see, and ask for the Old
Paths, where the good way is, and walk in it; then you will
find REST for your souls.” The Talks were a sixfold call to
come back to the Old Path of the Scripture, Old Path of the
Spirit, Old Path of Solitude, Old Path of Simplicity, Old
Path of Sacrifice and Old Path of Soulwinning. These Talks
on Restoration, which richly edified the audience, were
published as a 132-page book, titled, “Old Paths.”

The Lord guided me to organize a similar Retreat in the
year 2011 also, to study the all-important theme of “Jesus’
Footsteps.” We call this Programme, “Jesus’ Footsteps
Retreat.” The theme text is Matthew 11:28-30, “Come to
Me, all who labour and are heavyladen, and I will give you
REST. Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am
gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find REST for your
souls. For My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

Do you notice that the theme texts of these two Retreats
promise “REST?” This word “rest” can mean perfect peace,
full satisfaction, deliverance, victory and the like. But what
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did Jesus mean by the words, “labour, heavy load and
yoke?” What did His audience understand by these words?
They had a knowledge of the Old Testament and therefore
we must understand these words in that context. The
following passages help us understand the meaning of
“yoke” and “load” Jesus was referring to —

Genesis 3:17-19, “Cursed is the ground for your sake;
in toil you shall eat of it ... thorns ... thistles ... sweat ...”
This passage speaks of the general heaviness of life.

Job 5:7; 14:1, “Man is born for trouble ... Man is of few
days and full of trouble.”

Psalm 38:4, “My iniquities have gone over my head;
like a heavy burden they are too heavy for me.”

Psalm 90:10, “The days of our lives are seventy years;
and if by reason of strength they are eighty years, yet their
boast is only labour and sorrow.”

Ecclesiastes 2:22,23, “What has man for all his labour,
and for the striving of his heart with which he has toiled
under the sun? For all his days are sorrowful, and his
work grievous; even in the night his heart takes no rest.”

Isaiah 61:1,3, “The Spirit of the Lord God is upon Me ...
to console those who mourn ... to give them beauty for
ashes, the oil of joy for mourning, the garment of praise
for the spirit of heaviness.”

Referring to the Law of Moses, Apostle Peter asked, “Why
do you test God by putting a yoke on the neck of the
disciples which neither our fathers nor we were able to

bear?” (Acts 15:10). Apostle Paul admonished the believers
in Galatia, “Stand fast in the liberty by which Christ has
made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of
bondage” (Gal 5:1).

The promise of Jesus, that He would give us “rest,”
should be understood against the background of the
Scripture passages quoted above. This rest is assured
because of His character of “meekness and lowliness.”
Anything that we learn or receive from Jesus is to stem out
of this basic character. That’s why Paul while writing to
the Corinthian Christians said, “I, Paul, myself am pleading
with you by the meekness and gentleness of Christ ...” (2
Cor 10:1). No wonder Psalmist David confessed, “O Lord
God, Your gentleness has made me great” (Psa 18:35). Let
me join David and say, “I am what I am, and I have what I
have, because of the Lord’s meekness, gentleness and
lowliness!”

Most of the modern sermons on Christ are about His
power and miracles rather than His life and teaching.
Unfortunately the teaching on the life of Christ stops with
the children’s Sunday School. Books on the life of Christ
are rare. One among them is Philip Yancey’s “Jesus I never
knew!” In Tamil we have “Life of Christ” (QÔìxÂß ãÂ¯®)

by Rev. S. Paramanandam (1873-1960).

The Bible is Christocentric. Many in the days of Christ
were searching the Scriptures but they didn’t understand
that “these are they which testify of Him” (Jn 5:39). The
Risen Lord expounded to the Emmaus disciples “in all the
Scriptures the things concerning Himself” (Lk 24:27,44).
The angel in the Book of Revelation concluded, “The
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testimony of Jesus is the spirit (essence) of prophecy” (Rev
19:10c). If it was so about the Old Testament, how much
more will the New Testament testify of Jesus? See how we
meet Him in each of the 27 Books —

Matthew ... King of the Jews
Mark ... Servant of Jehovah
Luke ... Son of Man
John ... Son of God
Acts ... Ascended Lord
Romans ... Our Righteousness
1 & 2 Corinthians ... Firstfruit from the Dead
Galatians ... End of the Law
Ephesians ... Foundation of the Church
Philippians ... Exalted Servant
Colossians ... Creator & Sustainer of the Universe
1 Thessalonians ... Coming again for the Church
2 Thessalonians ... Coming again to judge the World
1 Timothy ... One Mediator between God and man
2 Timothy ... Judge of the Living and the dead
Titus ... Our God and Saviour
Philemon ... The One who pleads for us
Hebrews ... Faithful High Priest
James ... The Lord of Glory
1 Peter ... Shepherd of our souls
2 Peter ... He who received excellent glory
1,2,3 John ... The Incarnate Word
Jude ... The only wise God
Revelation ... King of kings

Broadly the New Testament can be divided into two
sections: Gospels and Epistles. We have the “observation”
of the Life of Christ in the Gospels, and the “application” of
His life in the Epistles. Take time to read afresh the four
Gospels and watch the footsteps of Jesus.

When we study the life of Christ, we must balance the
two sides of His personality:  His deity and His humanity.
The life of Jesus was a divine-human life! Look at these
sample texts: Col 2:9, “In Christ dwells all the fullness of
Godhead bodily.” Heb 2:17, “In all things Christ had to be
made like His brothers.” On the basis of these two and
several other Biblical texts we can boldly say, “When Jesus
came to earth, He did not cease to be God though He took
the form of man.” Elevating His deity and minimising His
humanity does not glorify God. It goes against the eternal
plan of God.

The apostles never minimised the humanity of Christ.
Luke refers to Christ as “Jesus of Nazareth” in seven places
in the Book of Acts (2:22; 3:6; 4:10; 6:14; 10:38; 22:8; 26:9).
Look at the Epistle to the Galatians. Apostle Paul refers to
Christ as God’s Son “born of a woman” (Gal 4:4). He refers
to James as “the Lord’s brother” (1:19). In fact the denial of
Christ’s humanity is serious as Apostle John points out:
1 Jn 4:2,3, “Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ
has come in the flesh is of God. And every spirit that does
not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not
of God. And this is the spirit of Anti-Christ.” The Apostle
stresses this point in his second Epistle also: 2 Jn 7, “Many
deceivers have gone out into the world who do not confess
Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is a deceiver and
an antichrist.” Then why did Apostle Paul say, “Even though
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we have known Christ according to the flesh, yet now we
know Him thus no longer?” (2 Cor 5:16). In this passage,
Paul was contrasting the condemnation brought about by
the Law and the reconciliation with God through Christ
(vv18,19). In the very next verse, he speaks about the
passing away of the things of the Old Covenant to give way
for the New (v17). Christ is the end of the Law (Rom 10:4).

With this background, let’s trace the footsteps of Jesus.
I have picked up the Beatitudes in the Sermon on the Mount
to serve as an outline for our study (Mt 5:3-10). The reason
is that Jesus embodied the Beatitudes! I divide the 8
Beatitudes under 6 headings —

1) Footsteps of Poorness
Beatitudes 1 & 3
“Blessed are the poor in spirit.”
“Blessed are the meek.”

2) Footsteps of Passion
Beatitudes 2 & 4
“Blessed are those who mourn.”
“Blessed are those who hunger and thirst.”

3) Footsteps of Pity
Beatitude 5
“Blessed are the merciful.”

4) Footsteps of Purity
Beatitude 6
“Blessed are the pure in heart.”

5) Footsteps of Peace
Beatitude 7
“Blessed are the peacemakers.”

6) Footsteps of Pain
Beatitude 8
“Blessed are those persecuted
 for righteousness.”

We will travel through the Gospels of Matthew, Mark, Luke
and John with these specific characters of Christ in mind.
Repetitions in the next Gospels will be left out. Reference if
necessary will be made to the other Gospels. This will not
be a study in the chronological order, but in the Canonical
order.



I am reminded of the theme chorus we repeatedly sang
in Amsterdam ’83, the International Conference of Itinerant
Evangelists, organized by the Billy Graham Evangelistic
Association —

Let’s talk about Jesus,
The King of kings is He;
The Lord of lords supreme,
Through all eternity;
The great I am the Way,
The Truth, the Life, the Door;
Let’s talk about Jesus
More and more!
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2
Footsteps of Poorness

2
Footsteps of Poorness

“Blessed are the poor in spirit ... Blessed are the meek”
(Mt 5:3,5). These are the first and the third Beatitudes of
Jesus. This is the primary thing He has called us to learn
from Him: “Learn from Me; for I am gentle and lowly in
heart” (11:29). This poorness need not necessarily mean
material poverty. Jesus spoke about being poor “in spirit.”
King David had all the wealth of gold and silver and yet he
confessed in Psalm 86:1, “Bow down Your ear, O Lord,
hear me; for I am poor and needy.” In general, those who
are materially poor are humble and meek in spirit; and the
wealthy are arrogant and proud. It’s easier for a poor man
to stay poor in spirit. But the rich need to make many
choices to maintain humility and simplicity. This is not
my imagination or supposition. This is the argument
Apostle James puts forth in his Epistle: “Listen, my beloved
brothers: Has God not chosen the poor of this world to be
rich in faith and heirs of the Kingdom? But you have
dishonoured the poor man. Do not the rich oppress you
and drag you into the courts? Do they not blaspheme that
noble name by which you are called?” (Js 2:5-7). Jesus
said that the Kingdom of Heaven belongs to the poor in
spirit; James says that the poor are chosen by God to be
heirs of the Kingdom. Holding Scripture passages together
gives us the whole counsel of God.
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Antonyms of the character of poorness will help us
understand the trait better: Pride, Arrogance, Haughtiness,
Highmindedness, Hardheartedness, Rudeness, Egoism,
Overconfidence, Snobbishness, Stubbornness, etc. God
help us shed these evil traits!

 Let’s now look at Jesus. His knowledge at the age of
twelve was beyond His age as the Teachers in the Temple
observed (Lk 2:46,47). But He never gave place to
intellectual arrogance. He was not puffed up (1 Cor 8:1).
He humbly submitted Himself to His parents (Lk 2:51).
Here’s a valuable lesson to all youngsters in this age of
knowledge and information explosion.

 Jesus grew up in a town called Nazareth in Galilee
(Mt 2:22,23). Galilee was the most backward section of
Palestine. This was where the poorer sections of the society
lived. A residential area of the working class of ordinary
jobs. Over half of the population was Gentile. That’s why
it’s called “Galilee of the Gentiles” (Mt 4:15). When Philip
told Nathaniel that they had found Jesus of Nazareth, the
latter asked Philip, “Can anything good come out of
Nazareth?” (Jn 1:45,46). This was a proverbial saying! When
Nicodemus was arguing with the Pharisees in favour of
Jesus, they challenged him, “Are you also from Galilee?
Search and look, for no prophet has risen out of Galilee”
(Jn 7:50-52). Are you able to visualize this background?
Are there not such colonies of the untouchables in our
country even in this century? Think of Jesus sent by God
to reside in such a place! This is what angered the Temple
leaders when people shouted on the Palm Sunday, “This is
Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth of Galilee!” (Mt 21:11).

 The spirit of poorness of Jesus was manifested in
the choice of His disciples also. They were mostly Galileans.
When Simon Peter was denying Christ, the people charged
him, “You also were with Jesus of Galilee, because your
speech betrays you” (Mt 26:69,73). The Galilean slang was
obviously detestable. When Jesus was being taken up to
Heaven, the disciples were looking up with mixed feelings.
The two angels from Heaven called them as “Men of Galilee!”
(Acts 1:11). Yes, Jesus did not choose His disciples from
the Scribes or the Pharisees who were the elite and the
cream of the society. His disciples were from the labour
class and the publicans. The publicans who were the tax-
collectors for the Roman Government were obviously
disliked by the Jews.

 Jesus had a special place in His heart for Galilee.
We read that He went about “all Galilee” (Mt 4:23). His
Sermon on the Mount was preached in Galilee (5:1). His
first miracle and many other miracles were performed in
Galilee (Jn 2:1-11). The Great Commission was given in
Galilee (Mt 28:16-20).

 Jesus was never ashamed of His humble family
background. He grew up in a family of seven children, five
boys and at least two girls (Mt 13:55-57). He was called
the son of a carpenter and a carpenter! (Mt 13:55; Mk 6:3).
This profession was not held in high esteem though no
construction was possible without carpenters. How much
we boast of our ancestry and so-called caste! John the
Baptist has severely warned us against this pride. Casteism
is at the root of many problems in the Church and the
society. Put the axe at the root! (Lk 3:8,9). Let’s die to all
forms of regionalism. Otherwise we cannot understand the
Bible rightly.
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 The humility of Jesus is seen so obviously in that
He Himself came to John to be baptized by him (Mt 3:13,14).
What an attitude! He could have sent word to John and
the latter would have been more than happy to go where
Jesus was to baptize Him. Were there not enough waters
in Galilee?

 In Matthew 4 we see Jesus facing severe temptations
from the devil. The devil suggested to Him to jump down
from the tower and prove that He was the Son of God by
being unhurt. Jesus was not interested in any show-off.
He knew He had come from God and He was going back to
Him. Even before Jesus performed His first miracle or
preached His first sermon, He had the attestation from
His Father, “This is My beloved Son in whom I am well-
pleased” (Mt 3:17). Then the devil thought he could allure
Jesus to the kingdoms of the world. The offer was too
attractive to resist. But Jesus was dead to all self-promotion
techniques. There’s no short-cut to the crown; it’s only
through the cross!

 Jesus was never hunting for popularity. When He
healed a leper, He said to him, “See that you tell no one”
(Mt 8:4). When He opened the eyes of two blind men, He
sternly warned them, “See that no one knows it” (9:30).
When He raised the 12-year old girl from the dead, He
commanded the family people strictly that no one should
know it (Mk 5:43). Even about His transfiguration He
commanded His disciples, “Tell the vision to no one until
the Son of Man is risen from the dead” (Mt 17:9). There is
nothing wrong in sharing our deep spiritual experiences
with others. But what is our motive? Are we interested in
impressing others? This is not poorness in spirit. Christian

ministries are adopting commercial advertisement
techniques to promote their activities. There is a place for
legitimate advertisement, but perverse publicity must be
avoided at all cost! Our healing campaigns are void of self-
advertising miracles (Acts 3:9,10; 4:14).

 As we have already seen, while inviting people to
come to Him and learn from Him, Jesus said, “I am meek
and lowly in heart” (Mt 11:29). Meekness is not weakness
and lack of firmness or strictness. See how sternly He
rebuked those who did not repent, just in the previous
verses: “Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! ...
And you, Capernaum, who are exalted to heaven, will be
brought down to Hades!” (vv20-24). What He meant by
meekness and lowliness of heart was that He would not go
after pomp and show, but minister quietly to the
brokenhearted and downcast. See Mt 12:15-21 where we
have God’s declaration about His Son through Prophet
Isaiah: “Behold, My Servant whom I have chosen ... He will
not quarrel nor cry out, nor will anyone hear His voice in
the streets. A bruised reed He will not break, and smoking
flax He will not quench, till He sends forth justice to victory.
And in His name Gentiles will trust!” Why are our Christian
periodicals filled with self-glorification? Why are the people
in need and suffering cheated? Let’s shed our hypocrisy
and follow Jesus’ footsteps!

 The teachings of Jesus are extremely simple and
down-to-earth practical. Take for example the seven
parables Jesus used to explain the Kingdom of Heaven, in
Matthew 13. He did not use hi-fi examples to illustrate the
truths. He spoke about the Sower, Seed, Leaven, Hidden
Treasure, Pearls, Dragnet, etc. In the modern times the
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illustrations the preachers use are more complicated than
the truth itself! It’s because we try to impress people with
our knowledge instead of imparting knowledge to them.
Ground reality and intense practicality were the teaching
style of Christ.

 The disciples of Jesus had power struggle among
themselves. They once asked Him, “Who then is the greatest
in the Kingdom of Heaven?” (Mt 18:1). They got the most
unexpected answer. Jesus presented a little child in front
of them and said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are
converted and become as little children, you will by no
means enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Therefore whoever
humbles himself as this little child is the greatest in the
Kingdom of Heaven” (vv2-4). The cross may be the symbol
of Christianity; but a little child is the symbol of the
Kingdom of Heaven. We repeatedly speak of John 3:3,5
where Jesus told Nicodemus, “Unless a man is born again,
he cannot see the Kingdom of God.” Why don’t we lay equal
stress on Matthew 18:3 also? The term “rebirth” may be
abstract; but “conversion to become as little children” is
quite tangible! If this truth is emphasized in Churches and
Ministries, we will have no place for politics among us! The
character that Jesus points out here is “humility” because
there’s no “haughtiness” in little children (v4). Jesus went
on to say, “Whoever receives one little child like this in My
name receives Me” (v5). Unfortunately the disciples could
not catch this spirit. See their behaviour in the very next
chapter: “Then little children were brought to Jesus that
He might put His hands on them and pray, but the disciples
rebuked them” (19:13). He chided His disciples saying that
the Kingdom of Heaven belonged to them (v14). The

Kingdom of Heaven belongs to those poor in spirit and to
those who humble themselves to become like little children!
What a revolutionary teaching in a world which celebrates
a diametrically opposite view!

 A young man came to Jesus calling Him, “Good
Teacher!” (Mt 19:16). Jesus said to him, “Why do you call
Me good? No one is good but One, that is God” (v17). How
much preachers desire to be exalted by people! I hear that
the preachers themselves organize garlanding of them in
public meetings. We saw in the first chapter that when
Jesus came to earth He did not cease to be God. This young
man saw only the human side of Jesus and so Jesus gave
him this correction. I was once introduced in a public
meeting as a “great servant of God.” Before I started
preaching, I corrected that, saying, “I’m not a great servant
of God, but a servant of the great God!” There’s a world of
difference between these two. There’s nothing great in a
servant. Greatness is in the Master. The desire for greatness
is in the blood of the fallen man. But Jesus wants us to
understand that true greatness is service-mindedness and
the spirit of servanthood. Jesus said, “Whoever desires to
be great among you, let him be your servant. And whoever
desires to be first among you, let him be your slave — just
as the Son of Man did not come to be served but to serve
and to give His life as a ransom for many” (Mt 20:25-28).
This corrective teaching of Jesus will transform us if we
follow it. Jesus is the only Person we can follow 100% safely.
People are safe in following preachers only to the extent
the preachers are following Christ (1 Cor 11:1).

 The prophetic text that Matthew quotes for us on
Palm Sunday: “Tell the daughter of Zion, Behold, your King
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is coming to you, lowly, and sitting on a donkey” (Mt 21:5;
Zech 9:9). Any king is known for his loftiness and not
lowliness. Kings usually ride on horses and not donkeys.
We can understand if He travelled on a donkey to Bethlehem
or Nazareth. But this was a triumphal entry into Jerusalem
the religious capital! And His mission was to exercise
authority over those who were misusing the Temple and to
cleanse it. What Christ did in the Temple was an
extraordinarily bold act. Even today in this New Testament
period, the reverence of many Christians is more for the
Church buildings than for God. Oh how many quarrels if
you have to move a table or a pew by a few inches! Imagine
how daring Christ was! Yes, meekness is not weakness;
but that’s real spiritual strength.

 Lusting for positions and titles is against the spirit
of Christ. Listen to His forthright remarks on the behaviour
of the religious leaders of His day: Mt 23:1-12, “The Scribes
and the Pharisees sit in Moses’ seat ... They make their
phylacteries broad and enlarge the borders of their
garments. They love the best places at feasts, the best seats
in the synagogues, greetings in the marketplaces, and to
be called by men, Rabbi, Rabbi ... Whoever exalts himself
will be abased, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Of course God had commanded them to keep a “tassel”
in their garments as a reminder of His commandments
(Num 15:38,39). But they made it “broad” as a show! See
how religious things lose their meaning when the spirit
loses its “poorness” and “humility!” How do we justify
today’s craze for clerical titles on the face of Christ’s
forthright teaching in the above passage? Let’s be bold
enough to eschew anything that Christ has spoken against

and embrace only that which can be plainly endorsed by
His teaching. How else can we say that we are learning
from Him and following Him?

 Lust for prominence, preeminence or preference
within a team invariably leads to rivalry. If this could
happen even in the 12-number team of Jesus, who would
be exempted? When James and John asked Jesus for His
side seats in the Kingdom, “the ten began to be greatly
displeased with James and John” (Mk 10:41). As against
the philosophy and practice in the world, Jesus gave the
disciples at this juncture a timeless lesson: “Whoever of
you desires to be first shall be slave of all” (v44). We must
sink this lesson deep in our hearts whether we are called
to positions of leadership or to serve in committees. What
many of us mean by the word “ministry” is “laying on of
our hands on people’s heads.” No, the word “ministry” is
derived from a Latin word which means “minus!” A man
who is called to Christian ministry should minus himself
to bless others to the maximum extent possible. This is
the word picture of the word, “ministry.” Our motto should
be, “I want to be a nobody to help somebody!” This way
everybody would be blessed. “I don’t want to become a great
vessel; I want to be an useful vessel.” This is the only way
to honour our Master and help the people for whom He
gave His life (v45).

 Jesus was least impressed by the hugeness of
building structures. When Jesus and His disciples were in
the premises of the temple, one of them exclaimed to Him,
“Teacher, see what manner of stones and what buildings
are here!” (Mk 13:1). His response was least expected and
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most disappointing: “Do you see these great buildings? Not
one stone shall be left upon another, that shall not be
thrown down” (v2). It did literally happen in AD 70 when
the Romans destroyed the temple. This is a grim reminder
of the eternal truth prophesied by Isaiah: “Thus says the
Lord: Heaven is My throne, and the earth is My footstool.
Where is the house that you will build Me?” (Isa 66:1,2).
Yes, bigness is not greatness; brokenness is greatness in
the sight of God. Poorness is not smallness! Let’s straighten
our thinking here.

 It’s quite interesting that several supporters of the
ministry of Jesus were ex-demon-possessed! The Gospel
narrative goes like this: “Jesus went through every city
and village preaching and bringing the glad tidings of the
Kingdom of God. And the twelve were with Him, and certain
women who had been healed of evil spirits and sicknesses
— Mary called Magdalene, out of whom had come seven
demons ...” (Lk 8:1,2). Are we surprised that His first post-
resurrection appearance was to such a person? (Mk 16:9).
In whatever Jesus did, He deliberately chose the pathway
of poorness. He did the will of His Father exactly as it was
prophesied in the Messianic Manifesto: “The Spirit of the
Lord is upon Me, because He has anointed Me to preach
the gospel to the poor ... to preach deliverance to the
captives” (Lk 4:17-19). The attesting sign of His Messianic
ministry was His focus on the poor (Lk 7:22). Do we have
this spirit of Christ or have we imbibed the spirit of the
world which goes after the affluent and the aristocrats?
Jesus was truly a Revolutionary! Only this kind of revolution
will change the society for the better. We will have a society
free of corruption. The curse of the day is the worship of
materialism (Lk 4:6-8).

 We see this spirit of poorness in the disciples of
Christ even at the time of their recruitment. When He called
Peter, James and John, they forsook all and followed Him
(Lk 5:10,11). When Matthew was called, he left all and
followed Him (vv27,28). Fisherfolk belong to the ordinary
class in the society. A tax-official belongs to the upper class.
It’s not what you leave that’s important, but for whom you
leave! What’s the trend today? We consult a dozen prophets
to confirm God’s call. In this process, most of us miss God’s
perfect will. Beware, even your parents can influence
preachers to tell you to stay back or atleast to delay! I
write this because of the casualties I am aware of. Jesus
acknowledged and appreciated these disciples for the
sacrifice they made for the Kingdom. He assured them of
the rewards: Lk 18:28-30, “Assuredly, I say to you, there
is no one who has left house or parents or brothers or wife
or children, for the sake of the Kingdom of God, who shall
not receive many times more in this present time, and in
the age to come everlasting life.” Simon Peter generally said,
“We forsook ALL and followed You” (v28). See how mindful
and unforgetful Jesus was in that He specified what that
“all” might include!

 Jesus had lot of appreciation for John the Baptist.
He specifically mentioned the simplicity of John’s dress.
After sending back John’s messengers with details of His
proof of Messiahhood, Jesus asked the people around Him,
“What did you go out into the wilderness to see? A man
clothed in soft (fine) garments? Indeed those who are
gorgeously apparelled and live in luxury are in king’s courts.
But what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I say to
you, and more than a prophet” (Lk 7:24-26). Obviously
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those days the poor wore thick clothes. Fine clothing
belonged to the upper class (Js 2:2). “John was clothed in
camel’s hair, with a leather belt around his waist; and his
food was locusts and wild honey” (Mt 3:4). Everything about
him was strange: dress, diet and doctrine! What a testimony
Jesus had about John! About the heroes of faith we read,
“They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being
destitute, afflicted, tormented — of whom the world was
not worthy” (Heb 11:37,38).

 Jesus did not consider their social status when He
chose His twelve disciples. The same must have been the
case in the choice of the seventy disciples also. They were
simply forerunners to the towns where He Himself would
go afterwards (Lk 10:1). When He commissioned them, He
made no reference to demon-casting. He spoke to them
only about speaking peace to families and healing the sick.
These seventy were boundlessly excited that even demons
obeyed them (v17). Jesus explained to them that this was
chiefly because of their heavenly authority (v20).
Immediately with overflowing joy He praised the Father
like this: “I praise You, Father, Lord of heaven and earth,
that You have hidden these things from the wise and
prudent and revealed them to babes. Even so, Father, for
so it seemed good in Your sight” (v21). Jesus referred to
them as “babes” because their knowledge and experience
was little. They were new recruits. What Jesus values here
is their simplicity. He rejoiced that simple people
understood God’s things better and faster than the learned.
Spiritual lessons are better learnt when the hands are on
the plough! How often we witness such things in the
ministry of young missionaries in pioneer mission fields!

 Most of the Pharisees in Jesus’ time were lovers of
money. They rejected the teachings of Jesus because He
was glorifying the poorness in spirit (Lk 16:14). See how
He rebuked them: “You are those who justify yourselves
before men, but God knows your hearts. For what is highly
esteemed among men is an abomination in the sight of
God” (v15). In every situation Jesus remembered His
mother’s song: “God has put down the mighty from their
thrones, and exalted the lowly” (Lk 1:52). Unfortunately,
in this wicked world, whatever the rich do is justified, but
the poor are condemned. But the Kingdom values are
eternal: “Blessed are the poor in spirit; for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven!”

 Poorness in spirit does not mean lack of wisdom or
smartness. When people saw the miraculous signs Jesus
did, they believed in Him (Jn 2:23). See what the very next
two verses tell us: “But Jesus did not commit Himself to
them, because He knew all men, and had no need that
anyone should testify of men, for He knew what was in
man” (vv24,25). This doesn’t mean He was suspicious of
everyone. He had perfect discernment because the Spirit
of Wisdom and Understanding and Knowledge was upon
Him (Isa 11:2). He knew that one day the people would
shout “Hosannah,” and the next day, “Crucify Him!” Jesus
taught His disciples to be harmless as doves  and at the
same time wise as serpents (Mt 10:16). When to be like a
dove and when to be like a serpent is what the Holy Spirit
will teach us. A man poor in spirit can easily understand
the Spirit’s whisper in his heart. This is spiritual balance.

 Jesus was not hunting for man’s testimonials, nor
was He puffed up by His own estimation of Himself. In
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John 5 Jesus speaks of three testimonies. (1) His own
witness: “If I bear witness of Myself, My witness is not true.
There is another who bears witness of Me, and I know that
the witness which He witnesses of Me is true” (vv31,32).
(2) Witness of John the Baptist: “You have sent to John,
and he has borne witness to the truth. Yet I do not receive
testimony from man, ... I have a greater witness than
John’s; for the works which the Father has given Me to
finish — the very works that I do — bear witness of Me,
that the Father has sent Me” (vv33-36). (3) Testimony from
the public: “I do not receive honour from men ... I do not
receive testimony from man” (vv41,34). What are we to learn
from these statements of Jesus? We must seek the honour
that comes from God only (v44). Jesus repeats this truth
in John 8:54, “If I honour Myself, My honour is nothing. It
is My Father who honours Me.” There will be no place for
boasting in the life of a man who is poor in spirit.

 The poorness of spirit in Jesus was gloriously
manifested when He took the form of a servant (slave) to
wash His disciples feet. Simon Peter’s shocking surprise
is understandable: “Are you washing my feet?” (Jn 13:6).
The act of self-emptying by Jesus is graphically stated by
Apostle Paul in Philippians 2:6,7, “Christ Jesus, being in
the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal
with God, but emptied Himself of any reputation, taking
the form of a servant ... He humbled Himself ...” Jesus is
not an ideal to be idolized, but an Example to be emulated.
The call is, “Let this mind be in you which was in Christ
Jesus” (v5). Serving others, going down to any extent, will
be the natural outflow of anyone who is poor in spirit.

 Though Jesus is the King of kings, there’s no
militancy around Him. He told Pilate, “My Kingdom is not
of this world. If My Kingdom were of this world, My servants
would fight, so that I should not be delivered to the Jews;
but now My Kingdom is not from here” (Jn 18:36). Though
He is the “Lion of Judah,” His lamb-like character runs
throughout eternity. He is called the “Lamb” twentyseven
times in the Book of Revelation! Interestingly the Lamb
Himself will shepherd us! (Rev 7:17). He will lead us to the
living fountains of waters. And God will wipe away every
tear from our eyes. Brokenness is true blessedness!

Here’s a prayer song by John Hunter (1848-1917) —

Dear Master, in whose life I see
All that I long, but fail to be,
Let Thy clear light for ever shine,
To shame and guide this life of mine.

Though what I dream and what I do
In my poor days are always two,
Help me, oppressed by things undone,
O Thou, whose deeds and dreams were one.

Amen!
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3
Footsteps of Passion

The purpose of studying the Life of Christ is to pattern
our lives after Him. Praise God we have four Gospels
describing the earthly life of Christ. Why four Gospels
instead of just one? Each of these writers looks at Jesus
from a different angle. To get a wholesome picture of a
building, you need snapshots atleast from four directions.

Each of the four evangelists stresses one aspect over
the others. Matthew focusses on what Jesus said; Mark on
what Jesus did; Luke on what Jesus felt; and John on who
Jesus was. Matthew dwells mostly on the teachings of
Christ; Mark on the works of Christ; Luke on the parables
of Christ; and John on the conversations of Christ. These
seem to fall in line with Prophet Ezekiel’s vision of the four
living creatures (Ezek 1:5,6,10). The likeness of their faces
was that of a man, a lion, an ox and an eagle. This is similar
to the vision John had in the Book of Revelation (Rev 4:6,7).
Matthew presents Christ as the King of the Jews; Lion is
the king of animals. Mark presents Him as the Servant of
Jehovah; Ox is used for heavy labour. Luke presents Him
as the Son of Man; that’s the man’s face. John presents
Him as the Son of God; Eagle is the bird of the skies.

The four Gospels are divided into two categories.
Matthew, Mark and Luke are called the synoptic (= similar)

3
Footsteps of Passion
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Gospels. These three emphasize the humanity of Christ.
The Gospel of John emphasizes the divinity or the deity of
Christ. Lion, ox and man walk on the earth, whereas eagle
flies in the skies.

The average reader of the Gospels is sometimes puzzled
over the differences in these Gospels. How do we explain
these differences? The narrative is not chronological in
order. They are simply topical according to the personal
view of each Evangelist.

These four Gospels can be grouped into two couplets
just like the two sides of a coin. Matthew and Mark form
the first couplet. In Matthew we meet Christ the King; and
in Mark the Servant. Luke and John the next couplet,
presenting Christ as the Son of Man and the Son of God
respectively.

With this background let’s continue to trace the
footsteps of Jesus as He embodied the Beatitudes. In the
previous chapter we studied His “Footsteps of Poorness”
based on the first and the third Beatitudes: “Blessed are
the poor in spirit ... Blessed are the meek.” Now we will
club the second and the fourth Beatitudes to trace His
“Footsteps of Passion.” Blessed are those who mourn ...
Blessed are those who hunger and thirst after
righteousness.” The word “mourning” does not necessarily
mean suffering; but it speaks about a deep dissatisfaction
over the existing condition of life. The cry and anguish
because of dissatisfaction, and the deep hunger and thirst
for righteousness can be linked together.

The word “passion” means “powerful emotion, intense
appetite, strong desire, boundless enthusiasm and deep

cravings.” The opposites are “lethargy, disinterestedness,
casualness, numbness, carelessness, chillness, self-satis-
faction and lukewarmness.”

 To follow the footsteps of passion of Jesus, we will
begin with the Gospel of Matthew and travel through upto
John. To trace His boyhood, let’s turn to Luke’s Gospel.
After the Feast of the Passover, the Boy Jesus stayed back
in Jerusalem without the knowledge of His parents. When
they didn’t find Him, they returned to Jerusalem seeking
Him (Lk 2:43-45). After three days they found Him in the
temple in the company of teachers, both listening to them
and asking them questions (v46). His passion for the
Scriptures was evident. It’s the obligation of every son to
take up his dad’s trade from the age of twelve. But here
Jesus spoke about “My Father’s business” (v49). Occupation
with the study of the Scriptures was to Him His Father’s
business. Our passion for God must begin with the
meditation and study of the Scriptures. Because, God has
magnified His Word above all His name (Psa 138:2). How
could Jesus have so much of knowledge of the Scriptures
at the age of twelve? The credit must go to His mother Mary.
Her knowledge of the Old Testament is obviously seen in
her Magnificat (Lk 1:46-55). How much time she would
have spent with the Boy Jesus teaching Him the Old
Testament! Dear parents, we pump so much of academic
knowledge into our children even from elementary school.
Do we grow them in the knowledge of the Bible? What are
our priorities?

 Jesus had a passion to fulfil the righteousness of
God. He went all the way to John the Baptist to be baptized
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in water by Him! John’s baptism was for repentance. People
confessed their sins and were baptized by him (Mt 3:6).
What sin did Jesus have to confess? John strongly confessed
his unworthiness to baptize Jesus. Why then did Jesus
insist on getting baptized? He wanted to fulfil all
righteousness (v15). A passion for righteousness! This is
what the Pharisees missed. Here’s Luke’s report: “Even the
tax-collectors declared the righteousness of God, having
been baptized with the baptism of John. But the Pharisees
and the experts of the Law rejected the counsel of God for
themselves, not having been baptized by him” (Lk 7:29,30).
This is not the place to discuss the doctrine of baptism.
However, water baptism is the first step of obedience in
following Jesus. If you have not taken this step after you
have repented and believed on Christ, don’t delay any
further. Delayed obedience may amount to disobedience.

 Though Jesus had already received a testimony from
the Father that He was His beloved Son and He was pleased
with Him, He went on a 40-day fast (Mt 3:17-4:2). Fasting
as a spiritual exercise is not to appease God but to spend
quality time with Him. Before starting His public ministry
Jesus wanted to devote Himself for extended seasons of
uninterrupted fellowship with His Father. He wanted to
hear as much as possible from His Father before He would
start preaching and teaching. Jesus knew that this was
the experience of Moses. We read in Exodus 34:28, “Moses
was there with the Lord forty days and forty nights; he
neither ate bread nor drank water. And He wrote on the
tablets the words of the Covenant, the Ten Command-
ments.” Jesus’ reply to the first temptation of the devil tells
us that He was feasting on God’s Word though fasting

from physical food. He said, “Man shall not live by bread
alone, but by every word that proceeds out of God’s mouth”
(Mt 4:4). The words “every word” speak of the entire
Scriptures. The company Jesus had in the wilderness was
“wild animals and ministering angels” (Mk 1:12,13). Do we
have seasons of fasting and prayer? Do we shut ourselves
in the closet with the Bible? The experience of the Psalmist
is challenging: Psa 119:20,103,131, “My soul breaks with
longing for Your judgments at all times ... How sweet are
Your words to my taste, sweeter than honey to my mouth
... I opened my mouth and panted, for I longed for Your
commandments.”

 The first record of Christ’s public prayer was at His
baptism. Luke 3:21, “When all the people were baptized, it
came to pass that Jesus also was baptized; and while He
prayed, the heaven was opened.” This deliberate step taken
by Jesus was to totally identify Himself with us. Prayer at
the baptismal font is usually offered by the one who baptizes
the candidate. But here it was Jesus the baptismal
candidate who prayed. The passion of Jesus to speak to
God and hear from Him is seen all through the Gospels. Do
we pray because we “have” to pray, or we “love” to pray? To
grab every opportunity to pray is what passion is all about.

 The third temptation Jesus faced is the commonest
for people today (Mt 4:8-10). Jesus refused to worship
materialism. Nothing could take the place of His passion
for God. When Satan tried to allure Jesus by the “glory” of
the kingdoms of the world, Jesus said, “Away with you,
Satan!” He was committed to worship “God,” and not “gold!”
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We all face this temptation in various forms. Let’s take to
heart the forthright teaching of Jesus on this matter: Mt
6:21-24, “Where your treasure is there your heart will be
also ... No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate
the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the
one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
riches.” In conclusion Jesus said, “Therefore I say to you,
do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you
will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on” (v25).
In other words, Jesus spoke against anxiousness over
earning and saving. Money is a bad master. Love of money
takes away the life of its owners (Prov 1:19; 1 Tim 6:9,10).
Where is our passion?

 Jesus was passionate about those in spiritual
darkness. Nazareth was His hometown. His relatives and
friends were there. But He left Nazareth for Naphtali with a
singular vision. Matthew reports it like this, with a quote
from Isaiah, “The people who sat in darkness saw a great
light, and upon those who sat in the region and shadow of
death, light has dawned” (Mt 4:13-16). Abraham left his
hometown in order to be a blessing to all the people in the
world. The Son of Abraham did the same. Jesus was a Jew;
but His heart was burdened for non-Jews. He was always
burdened and concerned for those outside the fold.
Following many healing miracles in Capernaum, folks went
searching for Him even when He had withdrawn to a
deserted place for prayer (Mk 1:34-37). But He told His
disciples, “Let us go into the next towns, that I may preach
there also, because for this purpose I have come” (v38). To
meet the needs of the unreached people, He moved from
Nazareth to Capernaum, and now from Capernaum to the

other towns. His unquenchable passion for souls drove Him
like this. Oh, how we settle in our comfort zones which are
Gospel-saturated, caring the less for those “for whom
nothing is prepared!” Jesus would not yield to people’s
pressure but move on to new areas (Lk 4:42,43). His
constant motivation as the Good Shepherd was, “Other
sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must
bring” (Jn 10:16). “Ours” should become “others!” This is
what passion means.

 Even in the very first call, Jesus threw the mantle of
passion for souls on His disciples. See the straightforward-
ness in His call: “Follow Me, and I will make you fishers of
men” (Mt 4:19). His desire was that everyone who follows
Him must enroll others to follow Him. Everyone of His
disciples, fulltime or otherwise, must be an all-time
soulwinner. He would not tolerate any sluggishness or
compromise here. He didn’t mince words when He said,
“He who does not gather with Me scatters abroad” (Mt
12:30). You are either a gatherer or a scatterer. Here are
some personal questions: Do you passionately share the
Gospel with others? Do you passionately distribute tracts?
Do you passionately go to villages where people are
captivated by superstitious beliefs? How many hours do
you spare each week for direct evangelism? Do you
passionately motivate your children for Missions? Let’s
“mourn” over our lukewarmness and indifference in
evangelism. If we hunger and thirst for righteousness, we
shall certainly be burdened to lead many to righteousness.
This has an eternal reward (Dan 12:3b). Ask the Lord to
put back the fire of soulwinning in your soul. A saint of old
prayed, “O Lord, give me souls or take away my soul!”
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 Jesus had a passion more for spiritual fellowship
than for filial relationships. Folks were always thronging to
hear Him and to be healed of Him. Once when He was
talking to the multitudes, His mother and brothers stood
outside, seeking to speak with Him. The matter was reported
to Him. See His instant answer: “Who is My mother and
who are My brothers?” And He stretched out His hand
toward His disciples and said, “Here are My mother and
My brothers! For whoever does the will of My Father in
heaven is My brother and sister and mother” (Mt 12:46-
50). In another instance when He was teaching, a certain
woman from the crowd raised her voice and said to Him,
“Blessed is the womb that bore You, and the breasts which
nursed You” (Lk 11:27). He said, “More than that, blessed
are those who hear the Word of God and keep it” (v28).
This passion ran throughout His life and even beyond. One
of the first things He spoke after resurrection was regarding
the commonality of the Fatherhood of God to be enjoyed
both by Himself and His disciples. He told Mary Magdalene,
“Go to My brothers and say to them, I am ascending to My
Father and your Father, and to My God and your God” (Jn
20:17). Do we love God’s family more than we love ours? A
difficult question, but following the footsteps of Jesus means
all these deliberate choices.

 Jesus was passionate about spending time alone
with His Father, whether it was a time of sorrow or success.
When He heard about the death of John the Baptist, He
departed from where He was by boat to “a deserted place”
by Himself (Mt 14:12,13). Withrawl for sorrowing is
understandable. But He withdrew from the crowd following
the miracle of feeding over five thousand also. He sent the

multitudes away and went up on “a mountain” by Himself
to pray alone (vv22,23). This reminds us of the testimony
of the Psalmist: “As the deer pants for the water brooks, so
pants my soul for You, O God. When shall I come and appear
before You?” (Psa 42:1,2).

The passion for prayer was very dominant in the life of
Christ. There are simply too many passages in the Gospels
pointing this out —

Mk 1:35, “In the morning, having risen a long while
before daylight, Jesus went out and departed to a solitary
place; and there He prayed.”

Lk 5:15,16, “The report went around concerning Him
all the more; and great multitudes came together to hear,
and to be healed of their infirmities. So He Himself often
withdrew into the wilderness and prayed.”

Lk 6:12,13, “It came to pass in those days that He went
out to the mountain to pray, and continued all night in
prayer to God.”

Lk 11:1, “As He was praying in a certain place, when
He ceased, that one of His disciples said to Him, Lord, teach
us to pray, as John also taught his disciples.”

Lk 21:37,38, “In the daytime He was teaching in the
temple, but at night He went out and stayed on the
mountain called Olivet.”

Mt 26:36, “Jesus came with them to a place called
Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, Sit here while I go
and pray over there.”
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There are two outstanding things about His prayer in
Gethsemane: (1) Yieldedness (Lk 22:41,42). “He knelt down
and prayed, saying, Father, if it is Your will, remove this
cup from Me; nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done.”
(2) Earnestness (vv43,44). “Then an angel appeared to Him
from heaven, strengthening Him. And being in agony, He
prayed more earnestly. And His sweat became like great
drops of blood falling down to the ground.” His prayer was
one of persistence without adamance! Such agonizing
moments were so many in His lifetime —

 The people brought to Jesus one who was deaf and
had an impediment in his speech and begged Him to put
His hand on him. He took him aside from the multitude,
and put His fingers in his ears, and He spat and touched
his tongue. Then looking up to heaven, He sighed, and
said to him, “Ephatha,” that is, “Be opened.” Immediately
his ears were opened, and the bond of his tongue was loosed,
and he spoke plainly (Mk 7:32-35). Jesus spoke Aramaic
which was a trade language closely related to Arabic. On
the Road to Damascus, Jesus spoke to Saul in Hebrew
(Acts 26:14). The original words Jesus spoke are retained
to point out His deep sighing.

 When the Pharisees disputed with Jesus, seeking
from Him a sign from heaven, testing Him, He sighed deeply
in His spirit, and said, “Why does this generation seek a
sign? Assuredly, I say to you, no sign shall be given to this
generation” (Mk 8:12). He said elsewhere, “An evil and
adulterous generation seeks after a sign, and no sign will
be given to it except the sign of the prophet Jonah” (Mt
12:39). Obviously He thought about His three days in
death (v40).

 When Jesus saw Mary the sister of Lazarus weeping,
and the Jews who came with her weeping, He groaned in
the spirit and was troubled. Having come near the tomb of
Lazarus, “Jesus wept!” (Jn 11:33-35).

 As Jesus came near Jerusalem, He saw the city and
wept over it (Lk 19:41).

Prophet Isaiah summarised all these when he presented
Jesus as “A Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief” (Isa
53:3). This may be why people thought that He was
Jeremiah (Mt 16:14). Was not Jeremiah a prophet of
weeping? (Jer 9:1). The author of the Epistle to the Hebrews
writes like this: “Jesus, in the days of His flesh, when He
had offered up prayers and supplications, with vehement
cries and tears to Him who was able to save Him from
death, and was heard because of His godly fear” (Heb 5:7).
Beloved, we know “singing;” do we know “sighing?” Our
prayers are ineffective because of lack of passion and
burden. This is what the prophets of old referred to as “the
burden of the Lord” (Isa 13:1; 15:1; 17:1; 19:1; etc.). Prophet
Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) dedicated one of his revival
classics to his children “for whom I long for the burden of
the Lord!” What a longing!

 We sometimes wonder why Jesus acted so angrily
over those who were merchandizing the temple premises.
After all they were selling birds and animals for sacrifice,
and exchanging coins for temple tax. His anger was aroused
because “the” purpose of the temple was forgotten. He said
to the businessmen, “It is written, My house shall be called
a House of Prayer, but you have made it a den of thieves”
(Mt 21:12,13). Words cannot be stronger than these. The
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modern Church is worthy of such a rebuke. We may be
doing one hundred and one legitimate things, but what is
our priority? We may decorate our church buildings in so
many ways, but is there the fragrance of the “incense” which
is the “prayers” of the saints? (Rev 8:4). The gatherings for
celebrations and functions far outnumber those who
assemble for prayer and intercession. The attendance in
the midweek prayer meetings is pathetic. See how John
reports of Jesus’ anger over the misuse of the temple. Jesus
said, “Do not make My Father’s house a house of
merchandise! Then His disciples remembered that it was
written, Zeal for Your house has eaten Me up” (Jn 2:14-
17). We spend so much time in our Sunday Worship Services
for announcements and financial reports, but restrict the
time for the sermon to twenty minutes! “O God, send us
prophets in our midst with whips!” We are zealous about
our buildings, but least bothered about the spiritual
condition of the congregation.

Jesus cleansed the temple twice: once at the beginning
of His ministry (Jn 2:13-17); and then towards the end
during His triumphal entry into Jerusalem (Mt 21:12,13).
So quickly the Church gets corrupt!

 Whenever the opposers tried to trap Jesus by asking
Him difficult questions, He used it as an opportunity to
teach them lofty spiritual truths. A lawyer who was a
Pharisee asked Jesus a question, testing Him, “Teacher,
which is the great commandment in the Law?” (Mt 22:34-
36). He answered this question by a quote from the Book of
Deuteronomy which was a favourite book for Him. He said,
“You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, with

all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the first and
great commandment” (vv37,38; Dt 6:5). Here’s a definition
for passionate love for God. “Heart” represents “feelings.”
“Soul” speaks of “insights.” “Mind” speaks of “thoughts.”
In the quote from Deuteronomy, we also have “might” which
indicates “physical strength.” Yes, passionate love for God
means being all out for God! “All” your heart! “All” you soul!
“All” your mind! “All” your strength!

 Jesus was against anything that would diminish His
love and passion for God. When He openly told His disciples
how He would suffer and be killed, Simon Peter took Him
aside and began to rebuke Him (Mk 8:31,32). Look at the
response of Jesus: “Get behind Me, Satan! For you are not
mindful of the things of God, but the things of men” (v33).
Here Jesus points out that passionate love for God has to
make difficult choices between the things of God and the
things of men. This is certainly a conflict. Only a supreme
love and passion for God will make us overcomers. Saying
“yes” to the things of God and “no” to the things of the
world would mean denying certain pleasures and
enjoyments of life. That’s what self-denial and cross-bearing
is all about (v34). Love for God and love for the things of
this world cannot coexist (1 Jn 2:15). In our modern
teaching, when we talk about loving God we ignore the
condition namely self-denial. Radical discipleship includes
both.

 Jesus was passionate for fellowship with God’s
children. The primary purpose in choosing the disciples
was that they might be “with” Him (Mk 3:13,14). Going
“for” Him to preach the Gospel and minister to people was
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only secondary. Jesus sought the company of His disciples
passionately for prayer. It was when He took Peter, John
and James to a mountain to pray that He was transfigured
(Lk 9:28,29). He often met with His disciples in the Garden
of Gethsemane for prayer (Jn 18:1,2). That’s how Judas
knew where He was in that night of betrayal. His passion
for fellowship with us has been there even before His
incarnation: Prov 8:30,31, “I was beside Him, as a Master
Craftsman; and I was daily His delight, rejoicing always
before Him, rejoicing in His inhabited world, and my delight
was with the sons of men.” How beautifully this passage
portrays His passionate fellowship with His Father and His
children! Even now, after His ascension, Jesus longs for
this fellowship with us. We read about it in Psalm 68:18.

We long for fellowship with God’s people only in crises.
We go to Gethsemane only at the last minute. But Jesus
was going there often with His disciples though they were
not strong in prayer. Fellowship need not be always for
prayer. It can be around a simple meal. About the Last
Supper we read, “When the hour had come, He sat down,
and the twelve apostles were with Him. Then He said to
them, With fervent desire I have desired to eat this Passover
with you before I suffer” (Lk 22:14,15). We are tracing the
footsteps of passion in the life of Jesus. He was never
without it.

 When we emphasize the need for fellowship with
God’s people, we must not sacrifice our private closet
experience. There are two striking sentences in John 7:53
and 8:1, “Everyone went to his own house. But Jesus went
to the Mount Olives!” His place of solitude for prayer was

“Home Sweet Home” for Him! There will come times in our
life when time alone with God only will count. As Jesus
was approaching the end of His earthly life, He told His
disciples, “Indeed the hour is coming, yes, has now come,
that you will leave Me alone. And yet I am not alone because
the Father is with Me” (Jn 16:32).

We must develop this Christlike God-consciousness in
our life. Look at His testimony: “I foresaw the Lord always
before My face, for He is at My right hand, that I may not
be shaken, therefore My heart rejoiced, and My tongue was
glad; moreover My flesh will also rest in hope, because You
will not leave My soul in Hades, nor will You allow Your
Holy One to see corruption. You have made known to Me
the ways of life; You will make Me full of joy in Your
presence” (Acts 2:25-28; Psa 16:8-11). Jesus never once
asked His Father, “Why?” Only when the fellowship was
broken for a moment, He cried, “My God, My God, why
have You forsaken Me?” (Mk 15:34). This cruel moment is
prophetically illustrated in Isaiah 54:7,8, “For a mere
moment I have forsaken you, but with great mercies I will
gather you. With a little wrath I hid My face from you for a
moment; but with everlasting kindness I will have mercy
on you.” This is the exact moment when Jesus became sin
for us (2 Cor 5:21). The Father God, who is “of purer eyes
than to behold evil,” had no other choice than to hide His
face (Hab 1:13). God is always with us; but we must
recognize and acknowledge it by faith. That’s real passion.

 Let’s have a look at the passion of Jesus for the work
assigned to Him. The references are mostly from John’s
Gospel —
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 The disciples of Jesus fetched bread from the village
as He was conversing with a woman of Samaria. When they
urged Him to eat, He said, “I have food to eat of which you
do not know” (Jn 4:31,32). They thought someone might
have given Him something to eat. But He said to them, “My
food is to do the will of Him who sent Me, and to finish His
work” (vv33,34). The passion of Jesus was, “Whether or
not I eat, I must not neglect the work!” Oh how easily we
give excuses for God’s work! If God’s work is to be done
only when all conditions are favourable, the Kingdom of
God cannot advance. In this instance Jesus was talking
about the ripened harvest of souls (v35). The Bible
challenges us, “He who observes the wind will not sow,
and he who regards the clouds will not reap ... In the
morning sow your seed, and in the evening do not withhold
your hand” (Eccl 11:4,6).

 When the Jews sought to kill Jesus because He had
healed a paralytic on the Sabbath, Jesus answered them,
“My Father has been working until now, and I have been
working” (Jn 5:16,17). How passionate Jesus was for His
work whether folks supported Him or opposed Him!
Persecution and opposition should not slow us down. No
genuine work of God will go unopposed. Apostle Paul’s
imprisonment made most of the believers to become
confident and much more bold to speak the Word without
fear (Phil 1:14). Jesus considered His work as a continuation
of the Father’s (Jn 5:17). As for us, we must do our work as
a continuation of what Jesus began (Acts 1:1,2).

 Jesus came across a man who was blind from birth.
The disciples asked Jesus, “Rabbi, who sinned, this man

or his parents, that he was born blind?” (Jn 9:1,2). The
answer of Jesus tells us about His passion for His work:
“Neither this man nor his parents sinned, but that the works
of God should be revealed in Him” (v3). Jesus was more
concerned about the “works” of God than theological
questions! He added, “I must work the works of Him who
sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one
can work” (v4). Those who are passionate in finishing God’s
work will not be interested in spending time in discussions
however legitimate they might be.

 Having heard that Lazarus His friend was sick, Jesus
stayed two more days in the place where He was. Then He
said to His disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” The
disciples told Him, “Rabbi, lately the Jews sought to stone
You, and are You going there again?” The answer of Jesus
was most challenging: “Are there not twelve hours in the
day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble,
because he sees the light of this world” (Jn 11:6-9). Jesus
was so passionate for the work that He was least bothered
about the threats, real though. If they plan to stone you in
the morning, go in the noon! If they plan to stone you in the
noon, go in the evening! When we take our eyes off from
what’s happening around us, but look above to the One
who has commissioned us, we will get sufficient light for
our feet. The situation may be grim and dark, but His light
will direct our steps.

 Some Pharisees once told Jesus, “Get out and depart
from here, for Herod wants to kill you” (Lk 13:31). Jesus
answered them, “Go, tell that fox, Behold I cast out demons
and perform cures today and tomorrow, and the third day
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I shall be perfected” (v32). Fear pours cold water on our
passion and enthusiasm. It paralyses us. But Jesus
overcame fear by faith. He was convinced that nothing would
happen outside the plan of God for His life (v33). Instead of
worrying over His own safety, He wept over the city of
Jerusalem (vv34,35).

 The passionate love of Jesus for His disciples was
ever-increasing, never-diminishing. We read in John 13:1,
“When Jesus knew that His hour had come that He should
depart from this world to the Father, having loved His own
who were in the world, He loved them to the end.”  Hardly
do we come across people who love each other in spite of
difficulties and adverse situations. See what He told His
disciples: “You are those who have continued with Me in
My trials. And I bestow upon you a kingdom, just as My
Father and bestowed one upon Me, that you may eat and
drink at My table in My Kingdom, and sit on thrones judging
the twelve tribes of Israel” (Lk 22:28-30). My trials! My table!
Then He prayed for Simon that his faith should not fail
during severe testing (vv31,32). Jesus’ passion of love
towards His disciples never decreased though they
disappointed Him so often.

In turn, Jesus passionately desires our love towards
Him. He blessed them with a miraculous catch of 153 big
fish (Jn 21:11). He provided for them a miracle breakfast
(vv9,12). His thrice-repeated question was, “Do you love
Me more than all these?” (vv15-17). He does not want us to
let the blessings of life in any way cloud out our passionate
love for Him.

Ephesians 5:1,2 is a fitting passage to conclude this
chapter: “Be followers of God as dear children. And walk in
love, as Christ also has loved us and given Himself for us,
an offering and a sacrifice to God for a sweet-smelling
aroma!”

An age-old hymn is worth singing now —

Forty days and forty nights
Thou wast fasting in the wild;
Forty days and forty nights
Tempted still, yet unbeguiled.

Sunbeam scorching all the day,
Chilly dew-drops nightly shed,
Prowling beasts about Thy way,
Stones Thy pillow, earth Thy bed.

Let us Thy endurance share
And from earthly greed abstain,
With Thee watching unto prayer,
With Thee strong to suffer pain.

Then if evil on us press,
Flesh or spirit to assail,
Victor in the wilderness,
Help us not to swerve or fail.

So shall peace divine be ours;
Holier gladness ours shall be;
Come to us angelic powers,
Such as ministered to Thee.

— G. H. Smyttan, 1822-1870
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4
Footsteps of Pity

The entire Bible is Christocentric. The life of Christ is a
practical and followable pattern for us. He is not an ideal
to be simply admired. Whatever may be our profession, we
can draw inspiration from Him —

To the ...
Architect: Chief Cornerstone (1 Pet 2:6)
Astronomer: Bright & Morning Star (Rev 22:16)
Baker: Grain of wheat & Bread of Life (Jn 12:24; 6:35,48)
Banker: Riches in Glory (Phil 4:19)
Carpenter: The Door (Jn 10:9)
Doctor: The Great Physician (Mt 8:17)
Electrician: Light of the World (Jn 8:12)
Farmer: Lord of the Harvest (Lk 10:2)
Fisherman: Calmer of the Seas (Mt 8:23-27)
Geologist: Tried Stone (Rock of Ages) (Isa 28:16)
Historian: Ancient of Days (Dan 7:9)
Horticulturist: Tender Plant (Isa 53:2)
Industrialist: Faithful Servant (Mt 20:28)
Jeweller: Precious Stone (1 Pet 2:6)
King: King of kings (Rev 17:14)
Lawyer: Advocate-Mediator (1 Jn 2:1)

4
Footsteps of Pity



Merchant: Costly Pearl (Mt 13:46)
Musician: Horn of Salvation (Lk 1:69)
Newsreporter: Good Tidings of Great Joy (Lk 2:10,11)
Organizer: Doer of everything well (Mk 7:37)
Pharmacist: Balm of Gilead (Jer 8:22)
Philosopher: Wisdom of God (1 Cor 1:24,30)
Printer: The Word (Jn 1:1; Rev 19:13)
Publisher: Author (Heb 12:2)
Religionist: The Way (Jn 14:6)
Scholar: Alpha & Omega (Rev 1:8)
Shepherd: Lamb of God (Jn 1:29)
Student: The Truth (Jn 14:6)
Teacher: Example (1 Pet 2:21)
United Nations: Peace (Eph 2:14)
Warrior: Shield (Psa 3:3)
Zoologist: Lion & Lamb (Rev 5:5; Jn 1:36)

Let’s continue to trace the footsteps of Jesus against
the background of the Beatitudes (Mt 5:3-10). Referring to
the first and the third Beatitudes, our topic was “Footsteps
of Poorness.” On the second and the fourth Beatitudes, the
topic was “Footsteps of Passion.” The third topic is on the
basis of the fifth Beatitude: “Footsteps of Pity” — “Blessed
are the merciful; they shall obtain mercy” (v7).

The opposites of “pity” will highlight the beauty of pity:
Stonyheartedness, Unkindness, Selfishness, Grudge,
Vengeance, Sadism. The Gospels present Christ as the total
embodiment of “mercy” or “pity.” Let’s go through the four
Gospels beginning with Matthew —

 Immediately after finishing the Sermon on the
Mount, Jesus touched a leper: “When He had come down
from the mountain, great multitudes followed Him. And
behold, a leper came and worshipped Him, saying, Lord, if
You are willing, You can make me clean. Then Jesus put
out His hand and touched him, saying, I am willing; be
cleansed. And immediately his leprosy was cleansed” (Mt
8:1-3). In the narrative in Mark’s Gospel, we read that Jesus
was moved with “compassion,” and He touched him (Mk
1:41). This act of touching a leper was overruling the Law
of Moses. The lepers were supposed to dwell alone outside
the camp. They should cry, “Unclean! Unclean!” lest anyone
peradventure comes near them (Lev 13:45,46). Chirst need
not have touched this leper. Just a word from His mouth
would have performed the miracle. The only reason why
Jesus touched Him was to demonstrate His compassion.
He separated the spiritual and the ceremonial parts in the
Law. “Don’t touch” — This was the ceremonial part. “Show
yourself to the priest and make an offering” — This was the
spiritual part. The ceremonial importance and the spiritual
significance are beautifully contrasted here.

 In the very next chapter in the Matthew’s Gospel,
Jesus healed a woman with the issue of blood. This miracle
happened when she “touched” Him (Mt 9:20-22). Luke
explains it more graphically (Lk 8:43-48). She was healed
when she touched the border of His garment (v44). Jesus
asked, “Who touched Me?” The multitudes were thronging
Him and that question didn’t make much sense to them.
He was referring to the touch of faith which released power
from Him! Knowing that the woman already received what
she wanted, Jesus need not have made it public, by asking,
“Who touched Me?” Here’s the reason: According to the
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Mosaic Law, a woman with a discharge of blood, other than
at the time of her periods, was deemed unclean. She becomes
untouchable (Lev 15:25-27).

Between the above two incidents of healing the
untouchables (Mt 8 & 9), Jesus gives the climaxing teaching
in Matthew 9:13, “Go and learn what this means: I desire
mercy and not sacrifice.” The word “sacrifice” here means
the ceremonial religion. This is actually an Old Testament
text which Jesus applied to this situation. Hos 6:6, “I desire
mercy and not sacrifice, and the knowledge of God more
than burnt offerings.” Jesus repeats this quote in Matthew
12:7. As Jesus was walking through the grainfields on the
Sabbath, His disciples plucked heads of grain to eat. The
Pharisees charged them as doing an “unlawful” thing on
the Sabbath. Jesus defended His disciples, saying, “If you
had known what this means, I desire mercy and not
sacrifice, you would not have condemned the guiltless” (v7).
When Jesus quoted this text earlier (9:13), it was when He
was accused for eating with sinners. He spoke against
seclusion in the name of separation from the ungodly. Now
He quotes it against legalism (12:7).

The importance of mercy and kindness over religious
offerings and sacrifices is emphasized all through the
Scriptures. Isa 1:11,17, “To what purpose is the multitude
of your sacrifices to Me? ... Learn to do good; seek justice.”
Am 5:21-24, “Though you offer Me burnt offerings and your
grain offerings, I will not accept them ... But let justice run
down like water.” Mic 6:7,8, “Will the Lord be pleased with
thousands of rams or ten thousand rivers of oil? ... What
does the Lord require of you but to do justly and to love
mercy?” Prov 21:3, “To do righteousness and justice is more
acceptable to the Lord than sacrifice.”

 There are totally about 40 miracles of Jesus recorded
in the Gospels. The only miracle that is narrated in all the
four Gospels is the feeding of over 5000 people with just
five loaves and two fish. The main reason is that this miracle
was performed out of Jesus’ “compassion” for the people
(Mt 14:13-21). The disciples were rather diplomatic. They
told Jesus, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already
late. Send the multitudes away, that they may go into the
villages and buy themselves food” (v15). In another instance
they asked Him, “Where could we get enough bread in the
wilderness to fill such a great multitude?” (15:33). But Jesus
didn’t want to send them hungry lest they fainted on the
way (v32). After feeding the multitude, He commanded the
disciples to gather the fragments lest they were wasted.
Beloved, never ever waste food. Remember the Lazarus
atleast with the leftovers! Have pity on the have-nots!

 The vision of Jesus for worldwide evangelism was
born out of “compassion” for the people. In His personal
capacity He visited as many cities and villages as possible
to preach the Gospel and to heal people (Mt 9:35). The next
verse is most striking: “But when He saw the multitudes,
He was moved with compassion for them, because they
were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd”
(v36). When He knew that He would not be able to reach all
the places personally with the message of the Kingdom, He
challenged His disciples, “The harvest is plentiful, but the
labourers are few. Therefore pray the Lord of the Harvest
to send out labourers into His harvest” (vv37,38). Here lies
the secret as to why we become slack or lukewarm in
missionary praying, missionary giving, and missionary
going. We lose our “compassion” for people and undertake
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evangelism just as a programme. The feeling of concern for
the lost goes missing. Let’s ask God to pour out the love of
Christ again into our hearts. This was the driving and
motivating force of apostolic evangelism. Apostle Paul wrote,
“The love of Christ constrains us ... Therefore we are
ambassadors for Christ ... We implore you, on Christ’s
behalf, Be reconciled to God” (2 Cor 5:14,20). When this
dimension is missing, we may appear quite active in
evangelism, but we will not be fruitful.

 Our compassion for people must be born out of the
realisation of God’s compassion toward us. A king wanted
to settle accounts with his servants. One of them owed him
10,000 talents, which would mean twenty years of wages.
When the servant pleaded to give him time to pay back the
amount, the master was moved with “compassion,” released
him and forgave him the debt (Mt 18:23-27). This servant
had one of his fellow-servants who owed him 100 denarii,
which meant just twenty weeks of wages. When he pleaded
for patience, he would not, but imprisoned him (vv28-30).
When this came to the knowledge of the master, he called
the hardhearted servant and said to him, “You wicked
servant! I forgave you all that debt because you begged me.
Should you not also have had compassion on your fellow-
servant, just as I had pity on you?” (vv31-33). God has
forgiven us freely; and so we must forgive others. So many
people offend us. But our prayer should be, “Help me, O
God, to forgive others as You forgive me!” Otherwise the
request in the Lord’s prayer, “Forgive us as we forgive
others,” goes meaningless.

 Jesus taught through an incident that our concern
for the poor is a mark of perfection. A young man came to

Jesus asking Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I
do that I may have eternal life?” (Mt 19:16). When Jesus
asked him to obey the commandments, he replied, “All hese
things I have kept from my youth. What do I still lack?”
(v20). The reply of Jesus is timeless and universal: “If you
want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give it to the
poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow
Me” (v21). The young man went away sorrowful because
this was the last thing he expected (v22). We have the same
problem. We find it easier to obey the rules and regulations
of religion than to be generous towards the poor. We find
tithing easier than showing mercy to those for whom justice
in society is denied (Mt 23:23). We hardly realize that pitying
the poor is a “weightier” matter of the Law than paying our
tithes. In our enthusiasm in evangelism, we must not
neglect charity (Gal 2:9,10). Apostle Paul told the Ephesian
Church leaders, “I have shown you in every way, by
labouring like this, that you must support the weak. And
remember the words of the Lord Jesus, that He said, It is
more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35). My
practical advice to Christians would be, “If you give one
tenth of your income to God’s work, you can set aside
another one tenth for the poor.” By doing so, none of us
would go breadless. Of the nearly forty parables of Jesus,
only one character is named, and that’s poor Lazarus! Can
this be accidental?

 The poor are usually the neglected and downtrodden
section of the society. As such Jesus had a special place
for them in His heart. One day He was noticing how people
were putting money into the treasury. Many who were rich
put in much. Then one poor widow came and threw in two
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coins (Mk 12:41,42). See how Jesus commented on this:
“Assuredly, I say to you that this poor widow has put in
more than all those who have given to the treasury; for
they all put in out of their abundance, but she out of her
poverty put in all that she had, her whole livelihood”
(vv43,44). Man records how much we give; but God looks
at how much we keep back! Jesus’ appreciation of the widow
speaks volumes of His mind on the poor. In this world, the
poor usually go unnoticed. The 1000 Rupee or the 10,000
Rupee donors get all the applause. Remember, Jesus is
“watching” how much we give or keep (v41). Christ’s spirit
of concern for the poor must be restored in our Churches
and ministries.

 Jesus was revolutionary in His teaching. To a host
who invited Him He said, “When you give a dinner or a
supper, do not call your friends, your brothers, your
relatives, nor your rich neighbours, lest they also invite
you back, and you be repaid. But when you give a feast,
invite the poor, the maimed, the lame, the blind. And you
will be blessed, because they cannot repay you; for you
shall be repaid at the resurrection of the just” (Lk 14:12-
14). Can anyone say this to his host? This is the Jesus
whose footsteps we are called to follow. Why not each of us
arrange a “Dinner for the Poor” in our locality? Atleast once
a year? What a glorious thing it would be to be rewarded in
resurrection! This is how we can join the sheep on the right
side of the King to “inherit the Kingdom prepared for us
from the foundation of the world” (Mt 25:31-40). We
sometimes spend more money on our pets than on the poor!
See how Jesus made a reference to “ox” and “donkey” before
His teaching on the dinner for the poor (Lk 14:1-5). The

Pharisees would save one of their domestic animals from a
pit on the Sabbath, but would not tolerate the healing of a
man with leprosy on Sabbath! This is the kind of religion
we have today! Someone said that America spends more
money on dog food than for foreign missions! The rich man
loved his dogs more than the beggar at his doorstep!

 The Good Samaritan story is full of deeds of pity
and charity. A young lawyer asked Jesus, “Who is my
neighbour?” (Lk 10:29). To answer this question, Jesus gave
the story of the Good Samaritan. The lawyer asked, “Who
is my neighbour?” The Lord in answer explained to him,
“How to be a good neighbour?” The most important
characteristic of the good Samaritan was his “compassion”
(v33). The message to all of us is that we must go to the
needy and do as the good Samaritan did. Jesus highlighted
the “mercy” the Samaritan showed, and said, “Go and do
likewise” (v37). We simply name Jesus as the Good
Samaritan and go free. We have Good Samaritan Churches
and Good Samaritan Fellowships. Do we live up to our
name? We meet three groups of people in this story. First
the robber. His philosophy is, “What’s mine is mine; what’s
thine is also mine!” Next is the religionist. His philosophy
is, “What’s mine is mine; what’s thine is thine!” The
Samaritan represents the third group. He says, “What’s
thine is thine; what’s mine is also thine!” Which group do
we belong to? Oh for more Good Samaritans to bring smile
to the poor and needy!

 Most of the healing miracles performed by Jesus were
out of “compassion” and “pity.” We will quickly go through
these references —
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Mt 14:14, “When Jesus went out He saw a great
multitude; and He was moved with compassion for them,
and healed their sick.”

Mt 20:30, “Two blind men sitting by the road, when
they heard that Jesus was passing by, cried out, saying,
Have mercy on us, O Lord, Son of David!”

Mk 1:41, “Jesus, moved with compassion, put out His
hand and touched the leper, and said to him, I am willing;
be cleansed.”

Mk 5:19, “Go home to your friends, and tell them what
great things the Lord has done for you, and how He has
had compassion on you.” This was Jesus’ reply to the man
who was delivered from demons when he begged Him that
he might be with Him.

Lk 7:13, “When the Lord saw her (the widow in Nain
whose only son died), he had compassion on her and said
to her, Do not weep.” This was during the funeral procession.
There’s no record that anyone beseeched Jesus here for
help.

Here lies the reason why the healing ministry of Jesus
was essentially relating to the poor. John the Baptist from
prison sent two of his disciples to Jesus to verify whether
He was the Messiah or were they to wait for another (Mt
11:2,3). The answer of Jesus tells it all: “Go and tell John
the things which you hear and see: The blind receive their
sight and the lame walk; the lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear; the dead are raised up and the poor have the
Gospel preached to them” (vv4,5). This was His main
Messianic mission: “To set at liberty those who are

oppressed, to preach the acceptable year of the Lord” (Lk
4:18,19). The “oppressed” means the “downtrodden.” What
is the acceptable year of the Lord? This is the “Jubilee Year”
described in Leviticus 25. In Hebrew it means “jubilant” or
“exult.” This jubilation results from the proclamation of
liberty throughout the land, especially relating to the poor
and the slaves (Lev 25:10). This verse is inscribed on the
Liberty Bell in Philadelphia, USA. It’s a call to “justice” and
“mercy.” It’s to prevent the rich becoming richer, and the
poor becoming poorer! The Jubilee Year had a levelling effect
in Israel’s culture and economy. We have completely lost
sight of this background and concept in our so-called
healing and deliverance ministries. That’s why we do not
witness outstanding healings and miracles in our meetings.

If God performs some healing miracles in our ministries,
we simply use them as promotional and advertisement
material. On the other hand, in Mark’s Gospel which
focusses on the works of Christ, atleast seven times the
Lord asked the beneficiaries to “tell no man!” Legitimate
advertisement has its place, but perverse publicity must
be avoided. Then comes a question: Are miracles not for
confirmation? This is only a secondary purpose. How do I
say that?  There are miracles reported in the other religions
also. Jesus’ miracles in Chorazin, Bethsaida and
Capernaum did not bring huge harvest (Mt 11:20-23). Gifts
of Healings and Working of Miracles are still there in the
Church (1 Cor 12:9,10). But these will function effectively
only when we correct our theology on ministry to the poor.

 The next area where Jesus manifested “pity” was
relating to the weakness of people. Let’s look at some
examples —

59 60



 Jesus pitied the weakness of Simon Peter instead of
rebuking him that he was going to deny and curse Him.
This is what He told him: “Simon, Simon! Indeed, Satan
has asked for you, that he may sift you as wheat. But I
have prayed for you, that your faith should not fail” (Lk
22:31,32). Jesus recognized Peter’s “willing spirit” but “weak
flesh!” He not only prayed for his faith, but also gave him
an assignment to carry out after his restoration! He said,
“When you have returned to Me, strengthen your brothers!”
How often we gossip over people’s weaknesses instead of
interceding for their upliftment!

 When Jesus was teaching in the temple following His
night of prayer in the Mount of Olives, the Scribes and
Pharisees brought to Him a woman caught in adultery. They
asked His opinion on the Law of Moses in this matter. He
challenged them, “He who is without sin among you, let
him throw a stone at her first” (Jn 8:7). Obviously everyone
left! See the words of pity and mercy Jesus spoke to her:
“Neither do I condemn you; go and sin no more!” (v11).
Jesus wanted her to come under the “conviction” of sin
and not “condemnation.” No more red-light life, but walk
in the real light! (v12). This is a classic example of how
“mercy triumphs over judgment” (Js 2:13). “Judgment is
without mercy to the one who has shown no mercy.” Blessed
are the merciful; they shall obtain mercy.

 After His resurrection Jesus did not remind His
disciples of their denial or deserting Him. On the other hand,
He asked them, “Why are you sad?” (Lk 24:17). And He
said to them, “Peace to you” (v36). That’s why He is called
the “merciful High Priest” (Heb 2:17). He sympathises with

our weaknesses (4:15). If someone is like a bruised reed,
He will not “break” it but strengthen it! If someone is like a
smoking flax, He will not “quench” it but trim it! (Isa 42:3).
Hallelujah!

 The society in which Jesus lived was male-dominated.
Women were considered as doormats. In every synagogue
service, the Jewish men prayed, “Blessed art Thou, O Lord,
who has not made me a woman!” The Gospels abound with
incidents when Jesus showed kindness and pity to the
womenfolk —

 Divorcing a wife was according to the whims and
fancy of the husband. The Pharisees once tested Jesus with
the question, “If is lawful for a man to divorce his wife for
just any reason?” (Mt 19:3). The answer of Jesus was quite
clear: “Have you not read that He who made them at the
beginning made them male and female, and said, For this
reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh? So
then, they are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what
God has joined together, let not man separate” (vv4-6). Even
though this answer was so conclusive, they again asked
Him, “Why then did Moses command to give a certificate of
divorce, and put her away?” (v7). Jesus pointed out their
“hardness of heart” as the reason why Moses gave this
permission (v8). In other words, it is as if Moses said,
“Instead of torturing her, you better release her!” The male-
dominated society threw away kindness, mercy,
consideration and pity towards women. It is mutual
kindness and forgiveness which will hold couples together.
Blessed are the merciful!
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 In Luke 13 we see Jesus healing a woman with severe
back problem. She could not raise herself up for eighteen
years (v11). We know how back pain is so common to
women. It may be due to childbirth, surgeries, general
weakness, heavy domestic work, etc. Jesus voluntarily
called her, and told her, “Woman, you are loosed from your
infirmity” (v12). But the ruler of the synagogue became
furious that Jesus healed this woman on the Sabbath. How
hardhearted he was! He was so legalistic that he could not
rejoice over the healing of a woman who was suffering for
eighteen long years (v14). Jesus rebuked him, saying,
“Hypocrite! Does not each one of you on the Sabbath loose
his ox or his donkey from the stall, and lead it away to
water it? So ought not this woman, being a daughter of
Abraham, whom Satan has bound — think of it — for
eighteen years, be loosed from this bond on the Sabbath?”
(vv15,16). Notice the compassionate words of Jesus: “A
daughter of Abraham ... Think of it!” Legalism blinds our
eyes lest we see the sufferings and needs of people.

 Jesus was very much for the cause of widows. He
came against the Scribes who devoured widows’ houses,
and for a pretense made long prayers. He said they would
receive greater condemnation (Mk 12:38-40). Immediately
after this we see Jesus appreciating the widow’s mites
(vv41-44). May be she was one of the widows looted by
the religious leaders! (See also Luke 20:46 to 21:4). As we
had earlier seen, Jesus had pity on the widow of Nain when
He saw her at the funeral procession of her only son. He
had “compassion” on her and said to her, “Do not weep!”
(Lk 7:11-15).

 Tears are more common to women than to men!
Every other woman is weeping in secret. Be encouraged!
Good Friday is not the end; there comes Easter Sunday!
Mary Magdalene stood outside the tomb weeping. When
she looked into the tomb, “she saw two angels in white
sitting, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the
body of Jesus had lain” (Jn 20:11,12). The angels asked
her, “Woman, why are you weeping?” (v13). Jesus asked
her the same question, “Woman, why are you weeping?”
(v15). These were the first words of Jesus after Resurrection:
“Woman, why are you weeping?” Dear woman reader, this
is a personal message to you. Your tears are precious in
God’s sight; they are in His bottle (Psa 56:8).

 Jesus said, “He who has seen Me has seen the Father”
(Jn 14:9). What do we read about the Father God? He is
the Father of all “mercies” (2 Cor 1:3). He is the God of the
widows and the fatherless (Psa 68:4,5). That’s why true
religion is to care for the widows and the fatherless (Js
1:27).

Blessed are the merciful; they shall obtain mercy! ALL
Christians must be “Missionaries of Charity!”



Down in the human heart, crushed by the tempter,
Feelings lie buried that grace can restore;
Touched by a loving hand, wakened by kindness
Chords that were broken will vibrate once more.

Rescue the perishing, care for the dying;
Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save!

— Frances van Alstyne, 1820-1915
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5
Footsteps of Purity

Our pulpits are filled with sermons on “receiving” Christ
or “believing” on Him. Hardly do we hear teaching on
“following” Christ or “imitating” Him. But the Biblical call
is different from the modern altar calls. Let’s look at two
sample texts: Col 2:6, “As you have received Christ Jesus
the Lord, so walk in Him!” 1 Jn 2:6, “He who says he abides
in Christ ought himself also to walk as He walked!” This
has been the heartcry of the Apostles throughout the New
Testament —

Romans 8:29, “Whom God foreknew, He also
predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son.” God’s
longing is that we must become like Jesus.

2 Corinthians 3:18, “We all, with unveiled face,
beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory to glory, just
as by the Spirit of the Lord.” The primary ministry of the
Holy Spirit by indwelling us is transforming us to become
like Jesus.

Ephesians 4:11-16, The five types of ministries in the
New Testament Church are to equip and edify the believers
so they become “a perfect man, to the measure of the stature
of the fullness of Christ.” We are to “grow up in all things
into Him who is the head — Christ.”

5
Footsteps of Purity
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Colossians 1:27,28, “We preach Christ, warning every
man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we may
present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.”

I urge Pastors not to concentrate on evangelistic
preaching in the Sunday morning services, calling sinners
to come to Christ. Deliver solid messages for believers to
grow in the Lord. Let there be meat in your sermons to
edify, exhort and equip the believers! Take them on to
perfection and don’t keep laying the foundation again and
again (Heb 6:1,2).

The word “believers” is more commonly used than the
word “disciples” in Christian circles. But in the Acts of the
Apostles, the textbook for Church life, the word “disciple”
or “disciples” occurs twentyeight times, whereas the word
“believers” comes just a couple of times. The basic meaning
of the word “disciple” is “learner” or “student.” This series
of studies is to reemphasize the neglected aspect of learning
from Jesus as His disciples. Our theme text is the words of
Jesus in Matthew 11:29, “Learn from Me, for I am gentle
and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.”
We are studying the life of Christ against the background
of the Beatitudes because He embodied them. In chapter
2, we combined the first and the third Beatitudes under
the title, “Footsteps of Poorness.” In chapter 3, the title was
“Footsteps of Passion” on the basis of the second and the
fourth Beatitudes. We traced the “Footsteps of Pity” in the
previous chapter on the basis of the fifth Beatitude. Now
we will trace the “Footsteps of Purity” on the basis of the
sixth Beatitude: “Blessed are the pure in heart; for they
shall see God” (Mt 5:8).

Each of the books of the Bible deals with a particular
theme. The one book that dwells so much on the subject of
“holiness” is the Book of Leviticus. Let’s begin with two or
three texts from this book —

Lev 19:2, “You shall be holy, for I the Lord your God am
holy.”

20:7,8, “Sanctify yourselves, and be holy, for I am the
Lord your God ... I am the Lord who sanctifies you.”

21:8, “I the Lord, who sanctify you, am holy.”

A threefold truth about holiness emerges from these
texts: (1) “Be holy!” This can be understood as the call of
God the Father; (2) “As I am holy ...” This is the pattern set
forth by God the Son; (3) “I make you holy!” This speaks of
the sanctifying work of God the Holy Spirit. There’s a
precept, a pattern and a promise. These three aspects are
beautifully summarised in 1 Peter 1:15,16, “As He who
called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct,
because it is written, Be holy, for I am holy.” If we have
only the command from God to be holy, we would say that
God who is in the sinless Heaven cannot understand our
struggle in this sinful earth. So God sent His Son to show
us a pattern for holiness. That also will not satisfy us
because we would say that Jesus was not born like us, so
how could we be holy like Him? In answer to these questions,
God sent His Holy Spirit to sanctify us through His
indwelling presence. Apostle Peter beautifully brings
together the work of the Trinitarian God in our lives in
1 Peter 1:2, “Foreknowledge of God the Father ... Sprinkling
of the blood of Jesus Christ ... Sanctification of the Spirit.”
What an encouragement! With this background, let’s trace
Jesus’ footsteps of purity.
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 The unknown author of the Epistle to the Hebrews
gives us a call to “consider” Christ Jesus (Heb 3:1). This is
not a call to sinners but to saints. “Holy brothers” are
addressed here. We are already washed by the blood of
Jesus. From this positional holiness we must proceed to
practical holiness. That is possible only by “considering”
or “looking intently” or “studying carefully” the life of Jesus.
The Son of God is called here as “Christ Jesus.” Jesus is
His earthly name, and Christ is His heavenly title. He is
now in Heaven; we on earth are called to follow Him as He
walked on this earth. He was an “Apostle” on earth, as sent
forth by the Father. He is the “High Priest” now in Heaven
seated at the right hand of the Father. The call to follow the
footsteps of Jesus is therefore a “heavenly calling” for the
earthly sojourners.

 The very geneology of Jesus gives us a positive hope
that we can be made holy. Look at Matthew chapter one. In
verse 3, we meet “Tamar.” She was a childless widow who
acted like a harlot to seduce her father-in-law (Gen 38:15).
Then comes “Rahab” in verse 5. She was a professional
prostitute called so even in the New Testament (Josh 2:1;
Js 2:25). Next we meet Ruth in verse 5. She was a Moabitess,
a non-Jew (Ruth 4:10,17). According to the Law of Moses a
Moabite shall not enter the congregation of the Lord, even
to the tenth generation (Dt 23:3). Bathsheba also finds a
place in this geneology of Jesus (v6). She was the wife of
Uriah with whom David committed adultery (2 Sam 11:3,4).
Even in the New Testament she is called “the wife of Uriah!”
A challenging question from the Book of Job is answered
here: Job 14:4, “Who can bring a clean thing out of an
unclean? No one!” But God can! Only God can! Jesus
became “sin” for us by total identification with the fallen

humanity (2 Cor 5:21). It is in order that we may be made
righteous, holy, pure! What an assurance! What a hope!
Hallelujah!

 The first public and ministerial introduction of Jesus
was by John the Baptist as His forerunner. He introduced
Him as the Fire-Baptizer (Mt 3:11,12). It’s the fire of
cleansing. There’s so much of trash, rubbish and unwanted
material in our lives. Jesus cleanses us and refines us
through the fire of the Holy Spirit. We have misinterpreted
the words, “Baptism with Fire.” It’s the thorough work of
the Holy Spirit to purify us. We have many Fire Camps and
Fire Seminars in the charismatic circles. It’s obvious that
what’s emphasized is not sanctification. In accordance to
His name as the “Holy” Spirit, His primary ministry is to
make us holy. The Bible calls it as the “Sanctification by
the Spirit,” and “Transformation by the Spirit” (1 Pet 1:2;
2 Cor 3:18).  Let’s allow the Holy Spirit to turn His
searchlight into the dark chambers of our life. He will lead
us in “uprightness” (Psa 143:10).

 Jesus was extremely conscious of “righteousness”
from the very beginning of His life. It was His commitment
to God’s righteousness that drove Him to Jordan to be
baptized by John. When John hesitated to baptize Jesus
realising his own unworthiness, the answer of Jesus is
striking: “Permit it to be so now, for thus it is fitting for us
to fulfil all righteousness” (Mt 3:15). Water baptism is not
an entry ticket to Heaven, but it’s a means of experiencing
the righteousness of God. Apostle Peter reiterates this truth,
saying that baptism is not a ceremony or a ritual but an
act meant to clear the conscience (1 Pet 3:21). Though it’s
a physical act, its spiritual meaning is what matters. Apostle
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Paul explains the significance of baptism in Romans 6:1-4.
He brings out two important truths in this passage: We
must not live in sin any longer (v1); We must walk in the
“newness” of life (v4). Do we remember why we were
baptized? What happened to the commitment made at the
baptismal waters? Do we remember the chorus we sang?

I have decided to follow Jesus;
No turning back, no turning back!
The Cross before me, the world behind me;
No turning back, no turning back!

 While talking about righteousness, Jesus presented
a sharp challenge before His disciples and the people. He
told them, “I say to you, that unless your righteousness
exceeds the righteousness of the Scribes and Pharisees,
you will by no means enter the Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt
5:20). The Pharisees were the most religious  group in His
day. They had categorized God’s Law as 613 Rules, 248
Commands and 365 Prohibitions. Here are some examples
of their legalism and strictness. To avoid dishonouring God’s
Name, they would not pronounce it at all. To avoid sexual
temptation, they would lower their heads the moment they
saw a woman. There were times when they would bang
their heads against the wall because they were walking
with hanging heads. They were called “Bleeding Pharisees!”
They were so careful about maintaining personal purity.
Then what was their problem?

The Pharisees kept the letter of the Law leaving out the
spirit. Paul, an ex-Pharisee, got his understanding changed
when he was healed of his spiritual blindness. He wrote,
“The letter kills but the Spirit gives life” (2 Cor 3:6). He

explains it further in Romans 2:28,29, “He is not a Jew
who is one outwardly, nor is that circumcision which is
outward in the flesh; but he is a Jew who is one inwardly,
and circumcision is that of the heart, in the Spirit, and not
in the letter; whose praise is not from men but from God.”
That’s why Jesus specifically taught, “Blessed are the pure
in heart!”

The saddest thing about today’s Christianity is that the
“heart” religion is missing. Christianity has become just
rules and regulations. The Pharisees were practising tithing
but they left out “mercy” (Mt 23:23). They were observing
Sabbath leaving out “humaneness” (Mk 2:27). When Jesus
made corrections here, they thought that He was breaking
the Law. But He asserted, “Do not think that I came to
destroy the Law or the Prophets. I did not come to destroy
but to fulfil” (Mt 5:17). He did not break the Law but actually
broadened it. He broadened “murder” by including “anger”
(Mt 5:21-23). He broadened “adultery” by including “lust”
(vv27,28). He broadened “oath” by including basic “truth”
(vv33-37). He broadened “vengeance” by including
“resistance” (vv38,39). He replaced “hating the enemy” by
“loving the enemy” (vv43,44). He raised the standard of
holiness by repeatedly saying, “BUT I say unto you ...!”

 Holiness was the watchword in the life of Jesus.
That’s why the very first request in the prayer He taught is,
“Hallowed be Your Name!” (Mt 6:9). God’s Name is already
holy; we must not profane it. But Israel profaned God’s
Name wherever they went. This was God’s complaint against
them through Prophet Ezekiel: “When they came to the
nations, wherever they went, they profaned My holy name
— when they said of them, These are the people of the
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Lord, and yet they have gone out of His land. But I have
concern for My holy name, which the house of Israel had
profaned among the nations wherever they went” (Ezek
36:20,21). Let this first request in the Lord’s prayer about
hallowing God’s name be the priority in our prayers.
Wherever God has placed us, whatever we do must have
this focus. We must glorify God in our “house,” in our “city”
and in the “world” (Mt 5:14-16). We must be bright witnesses
for His holy name in this world of sin and darkness. How
we behave here on earth is reflected on God in Heaven. Our
good works here on “earth” make people glorify the Father
in “Heaven” (v16). Have you ever noticed what the first
confession of Jesus was in His High Priestly prayer before
His Father? (Jn 17). “I have glorified You on the earth” (v4).

 Jesus never went back on the commitment He made
to the Father when He entered the earth. He told the Father
in His farewell address, “Sacrifice and offering You did not
desire, but a body You have prepared for Me ... Behold, I
have come — in the volume of the Book it is written of Me
— to do Your will, O God” (Heb 10:5-7). This means that
Jesus did the will of God all through His earthly life when
He was in the body of flesh and blood. He never allowed
anything to defile His body. Consistency was the hallmark
of His life. He boldly testified, “I always do those things
which please My Father” (Jn 8:29). In contrast, we are
sometimes good, many times bad! In Jesus there was no
“yes” and “no” but only “yes!” “All the promises of God in
Christ are Yes, and in Him Amen, to the glory of God” (2
Cor 1:19). Also in the matter of holiness, Jesus did not
differentiate between what’s important and what’s not. The
writer of the Epistle to the Hebrews says that He was faithful
in “all” things (Heb 3:2). And the exhortations follows:

“Therefore as the Holy Spirit says: Today, if you hear His
voice, do not harden your hearts as in the wilderness”
(vv7,8). Just before Jesus began His public ministry, He
told the devil, “Get behind Me, Satan!” He never entertained
the devil in His life and ministry. Towards the end, He could
testify, “The ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing
in Me” (Jn 14:30). Is there any area of life where we have
given place to the devil? (Eph 4:27). Most of our defeats are
due to our failure here. The defeat of God’s people in the
city of Ai is a sober warning which we cannot forget!

 In our pursuit of holiness, we must be cautious about
the substitutes the devil would offer for genuine holiness.
Jesus has severely warned us against them. Here are some
examples —

 The Pharisees and all the Jews gave more importance
to hygiene than holiness. They would not eat unless they
washed their hands “in a special way” (Mk 7:3). When they
came from the marketplace, they would not eat unless they
washed. They would not only wash the cups but also the
couches (v4). They charged the disciples of Jesus for eating
bread with unwashed hands (v2). Jesus was not against
washing hands before eating. That is basic hygiene. But
He was against their practice of emphasizing the external
cleanliness over internal purity. He rebuked them saying,
“Laying aside the commandment of God, you hold the
tradition of man — the washing of plates and cups, and
many other such things you do. All too well you reject the
commandment of God, that you may keep your tradition”
(vv8,9). He explained this point to the disciples like this:
“Whatever enters a man from outside cannot defile him ...
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what comes out of man, that defiles him” (vv18-23). What
comes out of us is evil thoughts, adulteries, murders, thefts,
pride, and the like.

 Jesus spoke against putting up an outward show
but living a rotten life. Hear the strong words of Jesus:
“Woe to you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you
are like whitewashed tombs which indeed appear beautiful
outwardly, but inside are full of dead men’s bones and all
uncleanness. Even so you also outwardly appear righteous
to men, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness”
(Mt 23:27,28). We must be more bothered about what God
thinks about us rather than what men think about us or
what we think about ourselves. Jesus said that He neither
boasted of Himself, nor sought the praises of men, but
depended solely on His Father’s testimony (Jn 5:31-34).
Yes, beloved, God’s testimony about us is more important
than that of ours and others. All our behaviour must be
ruled by this thought.

 In the name of separation from the world, several
believers are practising seclusion. They isolate themselves
and finally insulate themselves. This was not the lifestyle
of Jesus. He was accused as “a gluttonous man and a
winebibber, a friend of (corrupt) tax collectors and sinners”
(Mt 11:19). He freely moved with people and joined their
functions and parties. He was least bothered about the
opinions of those with holier-than-thou attitude. He simply
said, “Wisdom is justified by her children (= works).” That
is, what’s genuine will be known in course of time! Jewish
men don’t talk to women in public. But Jesus had no
problem in freely conversing with the Samaritan woman in
the open (Jn 4:27). Even His disciples “marvelled” at this!

He allowed a sinner woman to touch Him and keep on
kissing His feet! (Lk 7:37-39,45). But He was “separate”
from sinners (Heb 7:26). That is, He kept Himself undefiled
and pure! He influenced the sinners, not the other way
round!

 Jesus did have some special love and affection for
certain families. One such family was that of Lazarus and
his sisters, Mary and Martha. It can be inferred that their
parents were no more. No doubt Mary was sitting at Jesus’
feet. But His love was clean, because we read, “Jesus loved
Martha and her sister (Mary) and Lazarus” (Jn 11:5). Here’s
the perfection of beauty and the beauty of perfection.

 Jesus did not separate “happiness” from “holiness!”
To Him, holiness was not dullness or joylessness. Look at
these examples —

 His first miracle was in a wedding party making the
latecomers happy!

 He gave nicknames to His disciples. The unstable
Simon was named as Cephas meaning “Petros” (= rock) (Jn
1:42). He named James and John as the Sons of Thunder
(Mk 3:17).

 He compared Himself to a Bridegroom who will be
the most joyous person in the wedding! (Lk 5:34).

The long-faced Pharisees went to the extent of calling
Him a “sinner” (Jn 9:24,25).

 Jesus had an increasing burden to see His disciples
grow in practical holiness. He spoke God’s words to them
so they might be cleansed (Jn 15:3). He prayed for them to
His Father so they might be sanctified (Jn 17:17). He
sanctified Himself so they might be sanctified (v19). Was
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He sinful to be “sanctified?” No, here the word “sanctify”
means “to set apart.” That is, He showed to the disciples
how to keep themselves unspotted from this sinful world.
He was a practical pattern before them. This had been His
chief aim in coming in human form. The writer of the Epistle
to the Hebrews highlights this point: Heb 2:10-12, “It was
fitting for Him ... in bringing many sons to glory to make
the Author of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
For both He who sanctifies and those who are being
sanctified are all of one, for which reason He is not ashamed
to call them brothers.” Here “sufferings” mean “temp-
tations.” “Made perfect” means “proved.” This is also
explained in Hebrews 5:8,9. In this passage also, the word
“suffered” means “tempted;” and the words “learnt” and
“perfected” mean “proved.”

By being tempted like us and overcoming every
temptation, Jesus became the Author of our Eternal
Salvation. That’s why we are to keep our eyes on Him, “the
Author and Finisher of our faith” (Heb 12:1,2). There are
two steps here: First, “lay aside” all unholy things; next,
“look unto” the One who makes us holy. Yes, holiness is
not only by faith but also by obedience. The meaning of
what Jesus says in John 15:10 is, “Just as I obey My Father,
you obey Me!” “I have shown you a pattern, an example
and a model.”

 Towards the end of the earthly life of Jesus, even
His opposers and executors testified to His holiness and
righteousness. Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowd,
“I find no fault in this Man” (Lk 23:4). He said this twice
(v14). When Pilate was sitting on the judgment seat, his
wife sent a note, saying, “Have nothing to do with this just

Man, for I have suffered many things today in a dream
because of Him” (Mt 27:19). King Herod could not find in
Jesus anything worthy of death (Lk 23:15). One of the two
thieves crucified with Jesus told the other thief, “We receive
the due reward of our deeds justly; but this man has done
nothing wrong” (v41). The centurion who executed the
crucifixion glorified God, saying, “Certainly this was a
righteous Man” (v47).

 The last call to holiness in the Bible is by Jesus
Himself: “He who is righteous, let him be righteous still; he
who is holy, let him be holy still. And behold, I am coming
quickly, and My reward is with Me, to give every one
according to his work” (Rev 22:11,12). The word “work”
here means a holy and righteous “walk.”

Study the Gospels again and again and saturate yourself
with its contents. In every situation, ask, “What Would Jesus
Do?” This was the wristband popularly worn by many
youngsters who wanted to follow Jesus the Revolutionary.
There are T-shirts with these letters, WWJD! If all our deeds
would be characterised by this question, we can claim the
promise in Psalm 85:13, “Righteousness will go before the
Lord, and shall make His footsteps our pathway!”
Hallelujah!
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6
Footsteps of Peace

Let’s begin with a quote from C.H. Spurgeon (1834-
1892), called the Prince of Preachers: “If you want to know
what God has to say to you today, see what Christ was and
is!” Yes, Jesus Christ is God’s final message to us. This is
beautifully brought out in Hebrews 1:1,2, “God, who at
various times and in different ways spoke in time past to
the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken
to us by His Son.”

As we have repeatedly seen, Jesus speaks to us both
through His life and His teaching. If we study His teaching
only, we will develop only a sense of condemnation and
guilt. Take for example His lengthy Sermon on the Mount.
He calls even an unreasonable anger with a brother as
murder worthy of judgment and hellfire (Mt 5:22). Even a
second look at a woman is adultery (v28). The ultimate
remedy He suggests is the plucking out of the eye! (v29).
He states that exaggeration or understatement is demonic
(v37). He commands us not only to love our enemies but
also bless them (v44). Apparently impossible! Outright
discouragement! But we get encouraged when we study
His teaching alongwith His life.

Praise God for the four Gospels which serve us a
balanced proportion of Christ’s life and teaching. Matthew

6
Footsteps of Peace
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is written as a Gospel to the Jews who were immersed in
religiosity. Mark is a Gospel to the Romans known for
politics. Luke is a Gospel to the Greeks who were seekers
of wisdom. They were basically philosophical. The Gospel
of John is to the whole world so everyone may receive life
and life eternal. Matthew was a Tax-collector, Mark a Roman
Jew, Luke a Medical Doctor, and John a Fisherman. What
a combination to give us ground reality!

In this series we are studying the life of Christ against
the background of His eight Beatitudes (Mt 5:3-10).
Beatitudes one and three speak of His poorness. With
Beatitudes two and four we traced His footsteps of passion.
Beatitude five helps us to study His spirit of pity. In the
previous chapter we traced His footsteps of purity against
Beatitude six. In this chapter we will follow His “Footsteps
of Peace” against the seventh Beatitude: “Blessed are the
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons of God” (Mt 5:9).

 Peace was associated with Jesus even from His birth.
The most familiar prophetic passage about Christmas reads
like this: “Unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given;
and the government will be upon His shoulder. And His
name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:6). Another
prophecy by Zacharias, the father of John the Baptist,
highlights this. He says that one of the purposes of His
coming is “to guide our feet in the way of peace” (Lk 1:79).
Did not the angelic host stress this when they made the
announcement of the birth of Jesus? Their song was, “Glory
to God in the highest, and on earth peace, goodwill toward
men” (Lk 2:13,14). “Glory to God” and “peace toward men”
are seen here as the two sides of the same coin. These are
the two dimensions of Christian life. These two components

are represented respectively by the vertical staff and the
horizontal staff of the Cross. According to Jesus, “all the
Law and the Prophets” are summarised here (Mt 22:37-
40). One without the other is the cause of all conflicts and
confusions in Christendom, whether it’s personal life, family
life or Church life.

 The first two brothers introduced in the Old
Testament were in conflict; but the New Testament opens
up with two pairs of brothers as partners in the ministry of
Jesus: Peter & Andrew, James & John. What a grand
opening! We talk about Jesus “sending” His disciples two
by two (Lk 10:1). But here we see Him “calling” men two by
two to become His disciples. The principle that God’s
children should work in peace as a team of brothers and
sisters is brought out here. All the believers, whichever
group or denomination they may belong to, are “brothers
and sisters.” We must be known by our functions and not
by our titles (Mt 23:8). The sense of belonging to the family
of one Father God must never be forgotten. With the help
of a Bible Concordance, count how many times the word
“brother” or “brothers” occurs in the New Testament. You
will be thrilled. Christ is our elder “Brother” (Jn 20:17;
Heb 2:12).

The understanding of the “brotherhood” of God’s
children is the basic requirement to maintain peace in the
Church. In a broader sense, all the men and women in the
world are brothers and sisters by virtue of creation by one
God. Apostle James brings out this point as an argument
against despising or cursing anyone (Js 3:9). It is not the
United Nations but the United Church which alone can
bring peace in the society under the government of the
Prince of Peace! When there was a strife between Abraham’s
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herdsmen and Lot’s herdsmen, Abraham settled it by a
simple logic: “Let there be no strife between us because we
are brothers” (Gen 13:8). When two Hebrew men were
fighting with each other, Moses challenged them with the
same principle: “Men you are brothers; why do you wrong
one another?” (Acts 7:26). This is where the elder brother
of the prodigal failed. His attitude could not match his
father’s love (Lk 15:32). Any sin against our “brothers” is
“sin against Christ” (1 Cor 8:12).

 Jesus in His Sermon on the Mount spoke more on
interpersonal relationship than on any other subject. Read
through Matthew 5,6 and 7 and trace it. Let’s take just two
sample texts —

 Mt 5:13, “You are the salt of the earth.” Jesus warns
us against losing our flavour or saltiness. He explains to
us in Mark 9:49,50 what flavourless salt is: “Everyone will
be seasoned with salt. Salt is good, but if the salt loses its
flavour, how will you season it? Have salt in yourselves,
and have peace with one another.” In other words, it’s by
maintaining cordiality in our relationships we keep our
flavour as salt. Even in relationships it’s more about our
words. Apostle Paul specifies it in Col 4:6, “Let your speech
always be with grace, seasoned with salt, that you may
know how you ought to answer each one.” It is in the context
of the words of our mouth Jesus made the first reference to
hell! Mt 5:22, “Whoever is angry with his brother without a
cause shall be in danger of the judgment. And whoever
calls his brother, Rascal, shall be in danger of the council.
But whoever says, You fool, shall be in danger of hellfire.”
Until Jesus made a mention of hell for the first time here,
He was speaking about Heaven only (vv3,10,12,19,20). He
stressed reconciliation mainly with respect to abusive words.

“Therefore if ...” (v23). Even for “words” Jesus demanded
reconciliation; but we are not bothered even about our
“deeds” against others! “First be reconciled ...” Don’t miss
the priority.

 Jesus spoke about divorce in the Sermon of the
Mount just in order to emphasize the importance of
maintaining peace between the spouses (Mt 5:31,32).
Differences and disputes are bound to come in any marriage.
Marriage is the school where men and women learn to
maintain peace and patience. Jesus simply permits divorce
in cases of sexual immorality, but He does not recommend
it as an immediate solution. Any sacrifice made to maintain
peace in the family is worth it for the sake of the spouses
and the children. When the Pharisees asked Jesus whether
it was lawful for a man to divorce his wife for any reason,
He repeated the need to maintain peace and harmony by
saying, “What God has joined together, let no man separate”
(19:3-6). This statement of Jesus is applicable to all God-
ordained relationships in the Church or society also. The
reaction of the disciples in their male-dominated society
was, “It’s better for man not to marry!” (v10). Yes,
maintaining peace in any relationship for long is neither
easy nor impossible.

 Jesus took a stand against anything that disrupted
peace, especially racial prejudice. Jews considered non-
Jews as unclean and untouchable. Most of the acts of Jesus
were to break this barrier and uplift the outcasts. The
following examples are quite striking —

 A Roman Centurion sought Jesus for the healing of
his servant. When Jesus was willing to go to his house to
heal the servant, the Centurion said that a word from Jesus
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was all that was necessary, and no personal visit. Jesus
commended his faith with the words, “Assuredly, I say to
you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!”
(Mt 8:5-10). He also added that the non-Jews would
populate Heaven (vv11,12).

 Jesus a Jew asked for water from a woman who was
a Samaritan. This surprised her. She asked, “How is it that
You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan
woman?” (Jn 4:9). The Jews had no dealings with
Samaritans. He even stayed in their village for two days
(v40). Think of a Brahmin priest eating and sleeping in a
scavanger’s home!

Sweet Jesus, Sweet Jesus,
What a wonder You are!
You are brighter than the morning star;
You are fairer much fairer
Than the lilies of the vale;
You are precious, more precious, than they!

 We are quite familiar with the story of the Good
Samaritan (Lk 10:30-37). The moral of the story, of course,
is that we must love others as we love ourselves, and we
must be known for our compassion. But the characters
Jesus brings on the stage are to be taken note of. The Priest
and Levite were Jews, and they simply bypassed the
wounded man, who was also probably a Jew because he
was travelling from “Jerusalem” to Jericho! But the one
who helped him was a Samaritan, a non-Jew! The two Jews
preferred their religious duties to basic human courtesy,
whereas the non-Jew didn’t mind the delay caused to his
journey! We have Good Samaritan Churches and Good

Samaritan Fellowships. Do we have the Good Samaritan
spirit to overcome racial prejudice and caste barriers?

 Jesus healed ten lepers, and sent them to show
themselves to the Priest according to the Mosaic Law. Only
one of them returned to thank Jesus. We read that he
returned and “with a loud voice glorified God, and fell down
on his face at His feet, giving Him thanks” (Lk 17:12-16).
See what Jesus highlights in His surprise: “Were there not
ten cleansed? But where are the nine? Were there not any
found who returned to give glory to God except this
foreigner?” (vv17,18). Nine thankless Jews even after
experiencing an unusual healing miracle!

 By citing these examples we don’t try to find out
things Jesus did not mean or say. These instances
undoubtedly point out how Jesus was above racism or
casteism. What do you think Jesus wants to convey to us
through statements like what He made in Lk 4:25-27? “I
tell you truly, many widows were there in Israel in the days
of Elijah ... but to none of them was he sent except to
Zarepath in Sidon ... And many lepers were in Israel in the
time of Elisha the prophet, and none of them was cleansed
except Naaman the Syrian!” These were non-Jewish towns
and regions. Chorazin was just two miles from Capernaum.
As such Chorazin and Bethsaida were Jewish-populated
cities. They turned a deaf ear to the message of Christ even
after seeing His mighty works. Jesus rebuked them saying
that the response to His message would have been
overwhelming if such mighty works had been done in the
Gentile cities of Tyre and Sidon (Mt 11:20-22). This was
the lamentation of Prophet Isaiah also (Rom 10:20,21).
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We in India are freed from British colonialism, but
not yet from Bharatya casteism! Shame on us that we have
not put off this evil even after 70 years (2017) of
Independence! It’s easy to shout from pulpits, “There’s no
partiality with God.” Can we claim, “There’s no partiality
with us?” Unless we are ready to break these barriers, we
cannot follow the footsteps of Jesus the Prince of Peace.

 Jesus was very concerned that every “family” must
enjoy “peace.” When God called Abraham, the promise was
that he would become a blessing to all the “families” in the
world. When Jesus sent forth His disciples, He
commissioned them, “Whichever house you enter, first say,
Peace to this house” (Lk 10:5; Mt 10:12). We are not to
discriminate between the good and the bad. Even if the
residents are not good people, we must greet them, saying,
“Peace!” (Shalom!). This is what Jesus specifically said (Mt
10:13; Lk 10:6). What large-heartedness! What about us,
beloved? Even if you don’t declare peace, don’t disrupt
peace! How many families, even in Christian circles, are
divided because of the interference of other families! Don’t
spread bad news about any family. Be a peacemaker, not
a peacebreaker! Already families are hurting. Don’t scrub
raw wounds with salt crystals! The storm that has hit one
family may hit yours tomorrow, who knows? Peacemakers
are not just the “children” of God; they are the “sons” of
God. Spiritual maturity.

What then is the meaning of Matthew 10:34-36? “Do
not think I came to bring peace on earth; I did not come to
bring peace but a sword.” Then Jesus goes on to speak
about the possible conflicts among family members. This
passage must be contextually interpreted. His subject was
establishing the Kingdom of Heaven everywhere (v7). This

means, calling people to come under the rule of God, the
lordship of Christ. What Jesus emphasized was the priority
to be given to God’s Kingdom. Filial relationships should
be secondary, and these should in no way sideline or hinder
God’s work. Jesus demands that we love Him more than
we love our parents or our children (v37).

The Kingdom concerns must be supreme in our lives.
Otherwise where is joy, and where is peace? Apostle Paul
asserted, “The Kingdom of God is not food and drink, but
righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” (Rom
14:17). “Food and drink” speak of domestic affairs.
“Righteousness, peace and joy in the Holy Spirit” are
spiritual concerns. Family ties are precious but they are
not more important than the things pertaining to the
Kingdom of God. How many youngsters are prevented by
parents and relatives from obeying the missionary call!
Quietness or calmness in families after disobedience to God
is false peace! Dear parents, don’t stop your children from
obeying God! I did not wait for the permission of my widowed
mother or parents-in-law to resign my job to enter fulltime
Christian work. I simply informed them of my decision.

 Jesus is the unique model against groupism. Look
at these instances for His magnanimous behaviour —

 Both John the Baptist and Jesus were baptising in
Aenon near Salim, because there was “much water” there
for the act of immersion (Jn 3:22,23). What a beautiful
scene it should have been to see Jesus and His Forerunner
baptising people side by side! No issues! No competition!
Won’t it be nice to see two Pastors or Evangelists coexist
like this in ministry? But the Pharisees, being tricky people,
had always been troublemakers. In fact Jesus was not
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directly baptising anyone, but He did it through His
disciples. More people were coming to Him than to John.
When Jesus heard that the Pharisees were about to make
it a matter of comparison and competition, “He left Judea
and departed again to Galilee” (4:1-3). He didn’t want to
give place for any conflict. He knew that His ministry and
that of John were complementary. John sowed and Jesus
reaped, in a sense! (vv36-38). John had prepared the ground
(Lk 3:5,6). This was in order that people might see the
“Salvation of God” which was Jesus! Evangelists who gloat
over thousands of hands going up in response to their altar-
calls must realize that most of those respondents have heard
the Gospel from others umpteen number of times!

 Luke reports of another interesting incident in his
9th chapter. John, one of the twelve disciples of Jesus,
reported to Him, “Master, we saw someone casting out
demons in Your name, and we stopped him because he
does not follow with us” (Lk 9:49). Groupism! But Jesus
said to him, “Do not stop him, for he who is not against us
is for us” (v50). Beloved, learn to rejoice over the labours of
others. Never give place to jealousy which is worse than
bone cancer! (Prov 14:30). Are we not serving the same
Lord of the Harvest? Are not all the grains from the harvest
gathered in the same barn?

But the disciples, like most of us, did not catch the
spirit of Jesus. Immediately after Jesus corrected His
disciples for their act of groupism, they entered a village of
the Samaritans. But the villagers did not receive Jesus
wholeheartedly because He had already set His face to travel
to Jerusalem. This upset the disciples. James and John
said, “Lord, do You want us to command fire to come down

from heaven and consume them, just as Elijah did?” (Lk
9:51-54). But Jesus rebuked them and said, “You do not
know what manner of spirit you are of. For the Son of Man
did not come to destroy men’s lives but to save them”
(vv55,56). Many times we destroy people by quoting the
Scripture wrongly!

 While talking about how we are to follow Jesus in
His footsteps of peace, I would like to give a word of
exhortation to my fellow-preachers. If you want to
accomplish anything for God, you must be known for
peacefulness. A striking example is David versus Solomon.
Undoubtedly David was a man after God’s own heart. But
God did not allow him to build the temple, saying, “You
have shed much blood and have made great wars; you shall
not build a house for My name, because you have shed
much blood on the earth in My sight” (1 Chr 22:8). Then
God told him, “Behold, a son shall be born to you, who
shall be a man of rest ... His name shall be Solomon, for I
will give peace and quietness to Israel in his days. He shall
build a house for My name” (vv9,10). “Solomon” means
“peace!” King David repeated to people this message of God
to him without hiding it (28:2,3). Don’t be a fighter all the
time, though for right reasons. Jesus boldly told Pilate,
“My servants would not fight because My Kingdom is not of
this world” (Jn 18:35,36).

 The prophecy about Jesus is that He would not
“quarrel” or “shout” in the streets (Mt 12:19). He would not
push Himself for public glare or recognition (vv15,16). But
this is true “victory” (v20c). Apostle Paul wrote to Timothy,
a trainee, “A servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be
gentle to all” (2 Tim 2:24). The Holy Spirit came as a “Dove”
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on Jesus the “Lamb!” (Jn 1:29,32). The dove is the gentlest
of birds. The lamb is the gentlest of animals. It is sad that
this gentleness and sweetness is missing in the lives of
many who claim to have been filled with the Holy Spirit.
The endtime will be known for wars and conflicts, but the
admonition to us is, “Let your gentleness (graciousness) be
known to all men. The Lord is at hand” (Phil 4:5).

 Peace in the New Testament does not mean absence
of struggle or warfare. It is the God of “Peace” who will
crush Satan under our feet soon (Rom 16:20). This speaks
of the final downfall of Satan, which is soon to come as we
await the soon-coming of Christ. There was hardly a day
without conflicts in the life of Jesus; but there was no inner
conflict in His life; He was always at peace —

 Once there was a great windstorm and the waves
vehemently beat into the boat in which Jesus and His
disciples were sailing. But He was in the stern, asleep on a
pillow! (Mk 4:35-38). The disciples got terribly scared, and
naturally so, and awoke Him, saying, “Teacher, don’t you
care that we are perishing?” He arose and rebuked the wind,
saying, “Peace, be still!” The wind ceased and there was a
great calm. There was storm outside, but Jesus was calm
inside. With Christ in the vessel we can smile at the storm!
The Prince of Peace makes His followers a People of Peace!
It was He who told us, “Let us cross over to the other side”
(v35). How shall we sink in the middle?

 One of the rulers of the synagogue by name Jairus
beseeched Jesus to come home to heal his 12-year old
daughter who was at the point of death. As Jesus proceeded
to his house with him, news came that the girl was already
dead. But Jesus said to Jairus, “Do not be afraid; only

believe!” (Mk 5:22-24,35,36). When He reached his home,
He chided the mourners, “Why make this commotion and
weep? The child is not dead, but sleeping” (v39). He then
raised her to life. Jesus was not against weeping over the
dead; but He does not want us to conclude in any matter
that it’s all over before it’s actually over! “Not dead, but
sleeping!”

 The devil entered the heart of Judas (Jn 13:2). But
the devil could not steal peace from the heart of Jesus.
Jesus knew that His security was in the hands of His Father.
This knowledge kept Him cool. We read, “Jesus, knowing
that the Father had given all things into His hands, and
that He had come from God and was going to God ...” (v3).
How many disheartening things happen in our life! How
many threatening situations we are put in! This is all too
common to mankind. We the people of God are no exception.
But when we remind ourselves of our position in Christ,
we can experience an inexplainable inner peace like Him.

 When Judas betrayed Jesus, those around Him knew
what was going to happen next. So they asked Him, “Lord,
shall we strike with the sword?” (Lk 22:47-49). Before Jesus
responded to this question, Peter struck the servant of the
high priest and cut off his right ear (v50). But Jesus
answered and said, “Permit even this.” He touched the
servant’s ear and healed him (v51). Calmness, coolness and
composure are all seen here in Jesus. Following the
footsteps of Jesus, let’s learn to accept whatever God permits
in our lives.

 When Jesus kept silent to all his queries, Pilate in
an upset mood asked Him, “Are You not speaking to me?
Do you not know that I have power (authority) to crucify
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You, and power to release You?” (Jn 19:9,10). Jesus coolly
answered him, “You could have no power at all against Me
unless it had been given you from above” (v11). Shall I
paraphrase this statement of Jesus in the modern language?
“Sir, you are just sitting on a temporary chair; but My trust
is on the Almighty seated on the eternal Throne in Heaven!”
Jesus was perfectly relaxed in a trying situation and
maintained His inner peace because He knew who was in
control!

This is what Jesus has promised to give us: “Peace I
leave with you. My peace I give to you” (Jn 14:27). His own
peace He has “left” with us because He has left for a place
where there’s only peace and no conflict! He also qualified
that peace: “Not as the world gives do I give to you.” The
peace the world gives is “because of” something good; but
the peace Jesus gives is “in spite of” anything bad! This is
what the Bible calls as “perfect” peace (Isa 26:3). This can
be illustrated by the calmness that prevails in the deep sea
in spite of the turbulent waves on the surface.

 As much as we long for and enjoy peace in our lives,
we must desire the same blessing for others and help them
experience it. “Blessed are the peacemakers!” Jesus, who
was always at peace, again and again encouraged His
disciples, saying, “Let not your heart be troubled!” (Jn
14:1,27; Mt 24:6). His repeated words of greeting when He
appeared to them after Resurrection were, “Peace to you!”
(Shalom!). He knew what the most important state of mind
each of us should have in this turbulent world. Once we
lose this inner peace, we make a mess of everything. We all
have conflicts both inside and around us. Jesus says in
John 16:33 why He spoke so many things to His disciples:

“These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of
good cheer, I have overcome the world!” Being “in the world,”
we can enjoy peace “in Jesus!”

 So many disputes arose among the disciples of Jesus
and others who approached Him. He always referred to the
written Word of God and settled them. The solution He
offered was through eternal truths. He was always a
Peacemaker. Let’s look at some examples —

 Once the twelve disciples got divided into two groups
of two versus ten. This was following the recommendation
of the mother of James and John to Jesus to reserve His
side seats in Heaven for them (Mt 20:20,21). He settled
this problem by teaching all His disciples, “Whoever desires
to be first among you, let him be your slave, just as the Son
of Man did not come to be served, but to serve” (vv27,28).
Servanthood, submission and sacrifice are the steps to
greatness. Restoration of peace between two warring groups
will be possible only through these virtues.

 Jesus was at loggerheads with the Pharisees and
Sadducees quite often. They opened up several theological
disputes with Him. The Sadducees asked Him as to whose
wife a woman would be, in resurrection, who had married
seven times one after the other (Mt 22:23-32). The
Sadducees put forth this question because they didn’t
believe in resurrection (v23; Acts 23:8). In answer Jesus
immediately turned their attention to the Word of God and
the Power of God. He said, “You are mistaken not knowing
the Scriptures nor the power of God” (v29). So many men
of God and Churches have become enemies of each other
over theological issues. Returning to the Bible is the only
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way to restore peace. Differences in opinion and Bible inter-
pretation need not make us enemies. Between the “Word of
God” and the “Power of God,” stressing one over the other,
without balance, leads to bitterness even among sincere
Christians. I call upon Pentecostals and non-Pentecostals,
or Charismatics and non-Charismatics, to take note of this!

 When the Pharisees heard that Jesus had silenced
the Sadducees on the resurrection issue, as seen in the
previous para, they tested Him with a question: “Teacher,
which is the great commandment in the Law?” (Mt 22:34-
36). Here again to answer their question, Jesus turned their
attention towards what was written in “all the Law and the
Prophets” (v40).

Yes, beloved, settlement of doctrinal disputes becomes
possible only when we turn to the Scriptures without bias.
This is what the Psalmist observed thousands of years ago:
Psa 119:165, “Great peace have those who love Your Law,
and nothing causes them to stumble.” The Apostles in the
early Church operated on the same principle. Take for
example the circumcision issue. The “dissension” and
“dispute” that Paul and Barnabas had with the Judean
promoters of circumcision was “not small” (Acts 15:1,2).
But it was beautifully solved because there was submission
to “what was written” (vv14,15,21). There were in operation
the first two of the nine gifts of the Holy Spirit: “Word of
Wisdom” and “Word of Knowledge” (1 Cor 12:8). If we too
operate on the same principle, oh, how many Church splits
could have been avoided!

 Jesus was a Peacemaker par excellence. Pilate and
Herod sent Jesus back and forth for their enquiries. Luke
makes an interesting observation in his Gospel: Lk 23:12,

“That very day Pilate and Herod became friends with each
other, for before that they had been at enmity with each
other!” Yes, we are to be peacemakers both among the
insiders and outsiders of the Church. We are called to be
the salt of the “earth,” and the light of the “world!” Anyday,
anywhere, I must be a solution and not a problem.

Peacemaking, of course, is not easy. Though the world
talks about peace, it does not like peace. This was the
frustration of the Psalmist: Psa 120:5-7, “Woe is me, that I
sojourn in Meshek (Madhya Pradesh or Maharashtra), that
I dwell among the tents of Kedar (Kerala or Karnataka)! My
soul has dwelt too long with one who hates peace. I am for
peace; but when I speak, they are for war.” In general, people
are for fighting and quarelling, whether or not they are
educated or sophisticated. The Bible gives a total body scan
of the fallen man in Romans 3:10-18. Look at a few verses
in this passage: “Their throat is an open tomb; with their
tongues they have practised deceit; the poison of asps is
under their lips; whose mouth is full of cursing and
bitterness” (vv13,14). The concluding statement is, “The
way of PEACE they have not known” (v17). Yes, what
abounds everywhere is the opposite of peace: quarrelsome-
ness, jealousy, intolerance, contentiousness, divisiveness,
violence, enmity, irritableness, scandalising, militancy, etc.
This is what our newpapers are filled with!

As followers of the Prince of Peace, let’s walk into
wherever we can with the “shoes of the Gospel of peace!”
Because unless a man makes peace with God, he cannot
live in peace with others. This is what the ancient proverb
says: “When a man’s ways please the Lord, He makes even
his enemies to be at peace with him” (Prov 16:7).
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7
Footsteps of Pain

Studying the life of Christ should be our lifetime
assignment. This was the focus in the life of Apostle Paul.
He threw away all his religious credentials as dung “for the
excellency of the knowledge of Christ” (Phil 3:7,8). He
“counted” as loss everything that was gain to him (v7). This
was at the commencement of his Christian life. Then he
testified, I continue to “count” as loss everything that was
gain to me (v8). The ongoing exercise is evident here.
Anything for this exercise can be sacrificed. This must be
our priority.

The early apostles were so occupied with the close study
of the life of Jesus that they were able to discern the slightest
deviation. See how they reminded Christians on this point:
Eph 4:20, “But you have not so learned Christ.” They
reminded the believers to always keep in mind what they
had “heard” from Christ and what they had been “taught”
by Him (v21). The logic is, “The truth is (only) in Jesus!”
The apostles also warned the Church to beware of “another
Jesus” (2 Cor 11:4). Yes, there are counterfeits. In this
passage they made a reference to “simplicity” in Christ (v3).
Yes, the Jesus of the Bible is simple and genuine. They
repeatedly challenged the believers, saying, “As Jesus is,
so are we in this world” (1 Jn 4:17c). What an honour!
What a responsibility!

7
Footsteps of Pain



Let’s continue to trace the footsteps of Jesus with the
background of the eight Beatitudes in the Sermon on the
Mount (Mt 5:3-10). The first and the third Beatitudes
pointed to His Footsteps of Poorness. The second and the
fourth to His Footsteps of Passion; the fifth one to His
Footsteps of Pity; the sixth Beatitude to His Footsteps of
Purity; the seventh one to His Footsteps of Peace. The eighth
Beatitude reads like this: “Blessed are those who are
persecuted for the sake of righteousness; for theirs is the
Kingdom of Heaven” (Mt 5:10). With this Beatitude we will
trace Jesus’ Footsteps of Pain. The first seven Beatitudes
tell us what we are to do. The last Beatitude speaks of
what will be done to us.

“Blessed are those who are persecuted for the sake of
righteousness.” We normally understand this passage as
referring to persecution for “preaching” the Gospel. It is
not so. This persecution is for “practising” righteousness
rather than “proclaiming” the message of righteousness. It
refers to righteous living as per the first seven Beatitudes.
The first thing that will come under the fires of persecution
is the “life” of righteousness rather than the “ministry” of
righteousness. The latter will of course follow as pointed
out in the two verses that follow (Mt 5:11,12).

The fact that a life of righteousness will go through
persecution is restated in the writings of the apostles.
Apostle Peter wrote, “It is better, if it is the will of God, to
suffer for doing good than for doing evil” (1 Pet 3:17). Apostle
John reports the words of Jesus as, “Everyone practising
evil hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his
deeds should be exposed” (Jn 3:20). Another saying of Jesus
to the disciples in this Gospel is, “If you were of the world,

the world would love its own. Yet because you are not of
the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the
world hates you” (15:19). Apostle Paul stated plainly to
Timothy, “All who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution” (2 Tim 3:12). Yes, the very “desire” to
live righteously will come under the enemy’s attack! If this
was so in the first century, can we expect the less today as
the world has only worsened? Paul predicted it in the very
next verse: “Evil men and imposters will grow worse and
worse, deceiving and being deceived” (v13).

With this background, we shall continue our journey
of tracing the footsteps of Jesus. The subject before us is
the “Footsteps of Pain.”

In so many Bible passages we are called to follow Jesus;
but in only one we are called to follow “His Footsteps.” It is
1 Peter 2:21-23. The context is suffering. “To this you were
called, because Christ also suffered for us, leaving us an
example, that you should follow His steps: Who committed
no sin, nor was guile found in His mouth, who, when He
was reviled, did not revile in return; when He suffered, He
did not threaten, but committed Himself to Him who judges
righteously.” Use for self-examination the questionnaire on
pages 110-113, titled, “Do I follow His footsteps?”

The life of Jesus was one of suffering and pain from
beginning to end —

 Jesus was not privileged to be born in the comfort of
a home or a hospital, but a cattleshed! Not even in a room
of a lodge! Joseph went out of the city of Nazareth to the
City of David, called Bethlehem, with Mary in her full term
of pregnancy, for registration of their names as per the
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decree of Ceasar Augustus. “So it was, that while they were
there, the days were completed for her to deliver. And she
brought forth her firstborn Son, and wrapped Him in
swaddling clothes, and laid Him in a manger, because there
was no room in the inn” (Lk 2:1-7). A moving scene!

 Jesus often lived without the comfort of a home. A
certain Scribe once came to Him and said, “Teacher, I will
follow You wherever You go” (Mt 8:19). Look at Jesus’
answer: “Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests,
but the Son of Man has nowhere to lay His head” (v20).
This instant answer obviously made the Scribe to rethink
his decision. Another enthusiast politely gave an excuse
that he would first perform the duties to his father in
deathbed and then follow Him (v21). Yes, the life of Jesus
was hard. No settled life! This is the lot of many pioneer
missionaries today. Folks in interior villages suspect the
missionaries when they go there searching for houses to
rent. But nothing is more effective than living with the people
whom we want to reach with the Gospel. Mere visits are
not good enough. But how much we as Christians complain
even over small discomforts of settled life! Power-cut, water
shortage, sewage block, mosquito problem, monkey menace,
etc. This spirit of irritation and complaining will spoil the
fragrance of a Christian.

 In some houses Jesus was not shown even the basic
gesture of hospitality. Once He was invited for a meal by a
Pharisee named Simon. He accepted it and went to his
house and sat down to eat. At that time a notorious woman
entered the house, washed His feet with her tears, wiped
them with her hair, kissed them, and anointed them with a

costly perfume. Simon was upset with what this woman
did. But Jesus pointed out what he failed to do: “Simon, I
have something to say you ... I entered your house; you
gave me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet
with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head.
You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to
kiss My feet since the time I came in. You did not anoint
My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet
with fragrant oil” (Lk 7:36-47). Beloved, how much we would
be hurt if we are not treated respectfully in wedding parties
or such functions! But how did Jesus overcome this hurt?
He concentrated on His primary mission of saving people
from their sins. He told that woman, “Your sins are forgiven
... Your faith has saved you. Go in peace” (vv48-50).

 As a travelling preacher, and without timely meals,
Jesus often became hungry. He would look up to trees on
the roadside for fruit! At parties and dinners, He obviously
must have eaten a lot. This was noticed by His opposers
and they accused Him as a “glutton” and “winebibber” (Mt
11:19). Hunger and thirst cannot be fully appreciated by
those who have no want of basic comforts of life. Only the
havenots know how miserable it is to go to bed with hungry
stomachs. Millions of people, especially babies, die of
malnutrition everyday in this world of the rich. Jesus was
sensitive to this basic need of man for “food and clothing.”
He would remember it in Heaven and remind the un-
charitable people for their sins of omission: “I was hungry
and you gave Me no food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no
drink” (Mt 25:42). What a shock! As in the days of Abraham,
angels do visit us as needy strangers (Heb 13:2).
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 Even the burial of the body of Jesus was in a
borrowed tomb. The record is in Matthew 27:57-60.
Joseph of Arimathea, a disciple of Jesus, boldly approached
Pilate and requested His body. His request was granted.
He took the body, wrapped it in a clean linen cloth, and
laid it in his new tomb which he had hewn out of the rock.
How Christians reserve spots and spaces for their burial
even today!

 The pain of scandal and accusation Jesus had to
bear is beyond imagination. Here are some examples —

 His virgin birth was indirectly attacked. To the Jews
who claimed, “Abraham is our father,” Jesus said, “If you
were Abraham’s children, you would do the works of
Abraham. But now you seek to kill Me ... Abraham did not
do this” (Jn 8:39,40). Referring to the devil, He told them,
“You do the deeds of your father.” They immediately hit
Him back saying, “We were not born of fornication; we have
one Father — God” (v41). The news of how Jesus was born
to a virgin would have been the gossip in the region for
many many years.

 Following the above attack, the Lord plainly told them
that it was not God but the devil who was their father (Jn
8:44). They immediately recoiled and asked, “Do we not
say rightly that You are a Samaritan and have a demon?”
(v48). They called Him a Samaritan because Jesus referred
to the heritage they were claiming (v39). Since He told them
that they were not reflecting the character of Abraham, they
said that He was not even a Jew, but a Samaritan! By saying
so, they were accusing Him that He was not walking strictly
as a Jew! And since He told them that they had the

characteristics of the devil in them, they accused that it
was He who had a demon! Imagine how hurting and
painful these words would have been to Jesus who only
spoke the truth.

 The 8th chapter of John’s Gospel is filled with
humiliating words by the Jews against Jesus. He finally
told them, “Your father Abraham rejoiced to see My day,
and he saw it and was glad” (Jn 8:56). Then they told Him,
“You are not yet fifty years old, and have you seen
Abraham?” (v57). In other words, they despised Him, saying,
“You are a novice, totally inexperienced!” Fifty was
considered as the minimum age for any public service those
days. They concluded that Jesus started preaching too early.

The last verse of John 8 is disheartening: “Then they
took up stones to throw at Him; but Jesus hid Himself and
went out of the temple, going through the midst of them,
and so passed by” (v59). He didn’t want to expose Himself
to death before the time appointed by His Father.

 Once the very relatives of Jesus said, “He is out of
His mind” (Mk 3:21). Then the Scribes of Jerusalem said,
“He has Beelzebub; by the ruler of the demons He casts
out demons” (v22). He was said to be possessed not by an
ordinary demon, but by the ruler of demons! You cannot
say anything worse than that about Jesus. What Jesus
said in reference to this must not be taken lightly: “A disciple
is not above his teacher, nor a servant above his master ...
If they have called the master of the house, Beelzebub,
how much more will they call those of his household!” (Mt
10:24,25). Yes, we cannot for ourselves expect a better
treatment. Jesus is our Teacher and we are His disciples.
Jesus is our Master and we are His servants.
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 Alongwith accusation came mockery. The mockery
by people reached its zenith when Jesus was hanging on
the Cross. His gift was questioned: “Some began to spit on
Him, and to blindfold Him, and to say to Him, Prophesy!”
(Mk 14:65). His leadership was challenged: “They clothed
Him with purple; and they twisted a crown of thorns, put
in on His head, and began to salute Him, Hail, King of the
Jews!” (15:17,18). His ministry was ridiculed: “The chief
priests, together with the scribes, mocked and said among
themselves, He saved others; Himself He cannot save!” (v31).
Only those who are mocked at can understand the pain of
mockery. People will easily mock at leaders and preachers
when they go through problems in their ministries and
families.

 No one suffered the pain of rejection like Jesus. First
He was rejected by His own countrymen. When they saw
His mighty works, they contemptuously asked, “Is He not
the carpenter, the Son of Mary, and brother of James,
Joseph, Judas and Simon? And are not His sisters here
with us?” (Mk 6:3). Thus they were offended at Him. Jesus
responded to their despising by saying, “A prophet is not
without honour except in his own country, among his own
relatives, and in his own house” (v4). In God’s providence,
the “rejected stone” became the “Chief Cornerstone” (Lk
20:17). But, beloved, this does not happen immediately.
Jesus had to be in the grave for three days (Acts 2:36)! This
rejection was prophesied in Isaiah 53:3, “He is despised
and rejected by men, a Man of Sorrows and acquainted
with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He
was despised, and we did not esteem Him.” There’s a striking
prophecy in Psalm 69:7,8 also: “O God, for Your sake I

have borne reproach; shame has covered My face. I have
become a stranger to my brothers, and an alien to my
mother’s children.” The next verse confirms that this was
Christ’s confession (v9).

See the kind of person the opposers preferred over
Jesus: Barabbas (Lk 23:18,19). He was a notorious
murderer. The name “Barabbas” is a compound word, “Bar-
abba,” meaning, “Son of the Father!” Apostle Peter pointed
out in his speech what kind of person Barabbas was. He
told those who had gathered in Solomon’s porch, “You
denied the Holy One and the Just, and asked for a murderer
to be granted to you, and killed the Prince of Life” (Acts
3:14,15). The world rejects us not because they want
someone better than us, but because they just don’t want
us! How to handle such a situation? Remember that the
world hated Jesus “before” it hates us (Jn 15:18). No man
is fully accepted until he is totally rejected. But why at all
does the world hate us? It is “without a cause” (v25). In the
very next verse Jesus introduces to us the ministry of the
Holy Spirit. He said, “BUT when the Helper (Comforter)
comes ...” (26). Yes, the pain of rejection can be overcome
only by the comfort of the Holy Spirit.

 Another pain Jesus had to bear during His life on
earth was “loneliness.” No child of God, especially anyone
in leadership, can escape this pain. The supreme purpose
for which Jesus chose the twelve disciples was that they
might be “with Him” (Mk 3:14). Preaching and healing were
only secondary. Except when He wanted to spend time alone
with His Father, He always took the disciples with Him. He
walked with them. He worked with them. He ate with them.
He slept with them. But when He wanted them most, they
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failed Him. This was in the Garden of Gethsemane. He told
them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to death. Stay
here and watch with Me” (Mt 26:38). He went a little further
and prostrated before His Father, and prayed, saying, “O
My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me;
nevertheless, not as I will, but as You will” (v39). What an
agony! When He came back to His disciples, He was shocked
to find them asleep. He pathetically asked Peter, “What,
could you not watch with Me one hour?” (v40). This was,
of course, already prophesied in the Book of Isaiah: “He
saw that there was no man, and wondered that there was
no intercessor; therefore His own arm brought salvation
for Him; and His own righteousness, it sustained Him” (Isa
59:16). Again in 63:5, “I looked, but there was no one to
uphold; therefore My own arm brought salvation for Me;
and My own fury, it sustained Me.”

There may be times when we may not get one person to
atleast pray with us! We would wonder why folks distance
themselves when we want them. There may be several
reasons. One, they hesitate to identify themselves with our
problem. Or, they have their own problems. We read in
Luke 22:44,45 that when Jesus was praying earnestly “in
agony,” He found His disciples sleeping “from sorrow.” This
was the situation on the Mount of Transfiguration also.
When Moses and Elijah appeared in glory and were talking
to Him, Peter and those with Him were “heavy with sleep”
(Lk 9:30-32). It is at such times God would send His
ministering angels to help us. In Gethsemane an angel
appeared to Jesus from heaven, “strengthening” Him (Lk
22:43). The angel was sent not to “deliver” Him, but to
“strengthen” Him who was agonizing on His feeble knees
(v44).

Another reason why folks desert us in crises is that
they become busy with their own agenda. While Jesus was
talking about the betrayal, the disciples went on with their
rivalry (Lk 22:21-24). They were curious to know as to who
would betray Him; and at the same time there was rivalry
among them as to who would be considered the greatest. I
wonder how this would ever be possible when your leader
is going through a very difficult time. This is called “fishing
in troubled waters!” A Tamil proverb puts it bluntly: “When
will the elder brother die so the way would become clear?”
(Asnß G¨÷£õ \õÁõß? vsøn G¨÷£õ Põ¼¯õS®?)

The pain of loneliness is not a joke. This may even lead
to insomnia: The Psalmist when he was overwhelmed with
affliction prayed, “Hear my prayer, O Lord, and let my cry
come to You ... I am like a pelican of the wilderness; I am
like an owl of the desert. I lie awake, and am like a sparrow
alone on the housetop” (Psa 102:1,6,7). The pain of
loneliness reaches its zenith when God Himself seems to
desert us. Look at the crucifixion scene: “When the sixth
hour had come, there was darkness over the whole land
until the ninth hour. And at the ninth hour Jesus cried out
with a loud voice, saying, My God, My God, why have You
forsaken Me?” (Mk 15:33,34). Did God really forsake Jesus?
We do not exactly know it. But Jesus, as a human being,
felt so. I get this clue from the way Jesus addressed His
Father. In the first and the final words from the Cross Jesus
addressed God as “Father.” But here He addressed Him as
“God!” He cried from his humaneness.

Beloved, when you walk in the path of loneliness, and
you find the pain unbearable, do turn to Psalm 77. This is
not a Psalm of David but of Asaph who was one of the three
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families set aside by David for music and prophesying (1
Chr 25:1,2). There are totally twelve Psalms attributed to
this family. There are six questions one after the other in
this Psalm (vv7-9). “Will the Lord cast off forever? And will
He be favourable no more? Has His mercy ceased forever?
Has His promise failed for evermore? Has God forgotten to
be gracious? Has He in anger shut up His tender mercies?”
There is a “Selah” in verse 9 which we can take to mean,
“Better stop your questions here!” Then Asaph confesses
that he asked these questions in his “anguish” (v10). Have
we not asked such questions so many times in our life?

As we read the 77th Psalm further on, Asaph states,
“Your way, O God, is in the sanctuary” (v13). There’s only
utter darkness in God’s sanctuary (1 Ki 8:12; 2 Chr 6:1).
There’s sunlight in the outer court of the Tabernacle, and
candlelight in the inner court; but there’s no light in the
innermost court, even the Holy of Holies. Here we can walk
only by faith and not by sight. As we come to the end of this
Psalm, Asaph confesses to God, “Your way was in the sea,
Your path in the great waters, and Your footsteps were not
known” (v19). Yes, when we follow the “footsteps of Jesus,”
it may be like a “journey into the unknown!” Nevertheless
He will “lead” us (v20). Follow Him as long as you watch
His footsteps; when His footsteps are not visible, keep
holding His hand. He will lead you through!
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Do I follow His footsteps?
(A Questionnaire for Self-examination)

Even though the call to live like Jesus is sprinkled all
over the New Testament, there’s only one place where we
are specifically told to “follow His footsteps.” It relates to
suffering (1 Pet 2:21). Spend a few hours in quietness before
God going through this questionnaire.

1. Do I get upset with my friends when they are
indifferent towards my aches and sorrows?

When Jesus was sweating blood in the Garden of
Gethsemane, His closest disciples went off to sleep. Even
after repeated requests they failed to share with Him in
His soul agony. But He did not get angry with them. He
simply exhorted them to be watchful in prayer and said,
“Rise, let us be going!” (Mt 26:36-46).

2. Am I casual in prayer?
Do I blame others or circumstances

instead of my prayerlessness for my failures?
Jesus was subject to all sorts of temptation to sacrifice

godly virtues while He was abused and ill-treated. But He
won the battle in Gethsemane itself in prayer. On the other
hand the disciples failed miserably in every instance. A
“willing spirit” is no guarantee to overcome a “weak flesh”
unless there is watchfulness in prayer (Mk 14:35-39).

3. Do I insist that God should answer
prayer in my own way? Am I afraid to say,

“Not my will but Yours, O Lord?”



It was not easy for Jesus to wholeheartedly accept the
cup knowing how bitter it was. True He prayed thrice that
He might be spared, but each time His prayer concluded
with the words, “Nevertheless, not as I will, but as You
will” (Mt 26:39,42,44). The Father God was so pleased with
this kind of surrender that He immediately sent a special
angel from Heaven to strengthen His Son (Lk 22:42,43).

4. Do I publicize or criticize
anyone’s weakness instead of praying for him?

Peter’s weakness was stronger than his willingness.
Jesus not only forewarned him but also prayed for him
sincerely. He even encouraged him foretelling of his future
ministry to his associates (Lk 22:31-34).

5. Do I hate someone because
he has betrayed me? Do I forget that man is man

and none but God is 100% trustworthy?

Jesus trusted Judas Iscariot with the money bag
eventhough he had been a thief. Judas did not avail the
opportunity Jesus gave him to change his heart. Neverthe-
less, when Judas betrayed Jesus with a false kiss, Jesus
addressed him as “Friend!” (Jn 12:4-6; Mt 26:50).

6. Do I use carnal weapons against my enemies?
Don’t I realize that no man can do anything
against me beyond what God has permitted?

The healing of Malchus by Jesus was a rebuke on Peter’s
carnal act of cutting his ear. Refusing to use the sword
eventhough we may have one is true spirituality (Jn

18:10,11; Mt 26:51,52). Jesus told Pilate, “You could have
no power at all against Me unless it had been given you
from Above!” (Jn 19:10,11).

7. Does my reaction to an offense
convict the offender or condemn him?

What Jesus predicted about Peter came to pass. Peter
not only denied Him but also cursed Him. Imagine how
hurting it would have been to Jesus! But His look at Peter
was so full of understanding and compassion that it broke
him to tears of remembrance and repentance (Lk 22:61,62).

8. When I am accused falsely,
do I defend myself or leave it to God

to fight my battles?
When the high priest asked Jesus, “What is it these

men testify against You?”, He kept silent (Mt 26:62,63).
When Pilate asked Him the same question, Jesus answered
him not one word! (Mt 27:13,14). Rather He witnessed to
Pilate about the Kingdom of God and the Truth (Jn
18:36,37; 1 Tim 6:13).

9. Do I ask God to punish my enemies
or pray that they may be blessed?

Jesus practised on Mount Golgotha what He had
preached on the Mount in Galilee (Mt 5:44; Lk 23:34).

10. Do I forget the needs and pains
of others because of self-sympathy?

Jesus told the women who mourned him, “Do not weep
for Me, but weep for yourselves and your children” on whom
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difficult days were coming (Lk 23:27-29). In spite of His
intense physical suffering, He ministered to the spiritual
need of a robber who was crucified with Him (Lk 23:39-
43). He also provided a care-taker son in His place for His
mother (Jn 19:25-27).

11. Do I use prayer and spiritual gifts
to impress people of my spirituality

or glorify God?

If Jesus had prayed to His Father for angelic protection,
battalions of angels would have been instantly despatched
from Heaven for Him. How then could the Scriptures
concerning His suffering be fulfilled? (Mt 26:53,54). Also it
would not have been impossible for Him to accept the
challenge of the ridiculers to come down from the cross.
How then would a perfect sacrifice for sins be made before
the Father? (Mk 15:29-32).

12. When I come out successfully through a trial
or crisis, do I make those who did not fully

support me feel awkward and guilty?

In spite of the fact that Christ’s disciples betrayed Him,
denied Him, cursed Him, and forsook Him, He never once
reminded them of their failures after His resurrection.
Rather He promised them beforehand, “You are those who
have continued with Me in My trials. I bestow upon you a
Kingdom ... that you may eat and drink at My Table in My
Kingdom, and sit on thrones” (Lk 22:28-30). He sent them
all over the world and went with them (Mk 16:15,20).

113 114

Watch ...

A series of Six Talks, English to Tamil,
delivered in the Jesus’ Footsteps Retreat,

Karaikudi, South India, 13-15 August 2011.

(The Chapters in this book
are actually these Talks.)

by R. Stanley

A call to study the life of Christ
from the four Gospels

6 DVDs, 15 hours.
An attractive pack.

Rs. 250/-  Forwarding Rs. 50/-

Ideal for personal and group study!

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony

Vellore 632 006, India
Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943

<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>
<evangeline@stanleyonbible.com>



115 116

Daily Meditations
for wholesome development

BETTER
EVERYDAY

Compiled from what Brother Stanley
has written over a period of 40 years.

A new release
that is liked by Christians of

all Churches,
all age groups and
all backgrounds!

Available in Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi, Kannada,
Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya, Tamil and Telugu also.

432 Pages
Price Rs. 150/-   Forwarding Rs. 50/-

30% discount for 10 or more copies

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>

<evangeline@stanleyonbible.com>

(Available online as a daily mail if you register
your e-mail id on the author’s website, page 119)

Bible Study Helps
 Bible Foundation

Brother Stanley’s handwritten notes of 4 weeklong Study
Programmes of 1977, 1978, 1979 & 1984, in 4 Volumes,
totally 400 pages of A4 size paper, spiral bound, cased in
a rexin pouch. Available in English only.

 Bible Answers
Frank Answers by R. Stanley to 100 Questions, frequently
asked but rarely answered, under seven sections: Christian
Life, Christian Doctrine, Holy Spirit & Gifts, Church,
Christian Ministry, Sex & Marriage, Social Life. 240 Pages.
Available in English and Tamil.

 Bible Treasures
200 Corrective Bible Lessons, by R. Stanley, from the
beginning of Christian Life to the end of Physical Life. 832
pages, Jacketed Hardcover. Available in English, Hindi,
Kannada, Tamil and Telugu.

 Bible Pearls
200 Select Sermon Outlines from Brother Stanley’s 50+
years of pulpit Ministry, 1963-2016, under 14 heads, from
Repentance to the Return of Christ. 1200 pages, Jacketed
Hardcover. Available in English and Tamil.

Contact us for details.

R. STANLEY
13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>  <evangeline@stanleyonbible.com>



117 118

Other Books by the author—
 Apples of Gold
 Balanced Christian
 Bible Holiness
 Bible Reading Calendar
 Blessed are the Obedient!
 Dare to be Different !
 Enlightening Essays
 Faith Life
 Fire in my Bones
 Five Loaves & Two Fish
 Happy Harvest
 Here I stand!
 Higher Ways Higher Thoughts
 How to be Anointed with the Spirit
 How to be Saved
 I have decided to follow Jesus!
 Inspired Insights
 Little Foxes
 Old Paths
 Open Heaven
 Patience makes the man!
 Power belongs to God!
 Pray in this manner for Revival Camps...
 Preachers & People
 To Dear Students...
 Unless someone guides me ...
 When Revival Comes ...
 Wild Honey
 With God Again!

These books and the author’s Bible Talks
in CDs and DVDs are available from—

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road, Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002, India

Tel: 00 91 44 28450411 <blc@bymonline.org>

by  R. STANLEY

 160 Letters from the Heart 
  800 Photographs & Pictures 

  30 Reports of Revival   50 Articles of Challenge 
  33 Songs of Inspiration  8  Self-exam Questionnaires 

Anyone who reads through this Book will cry with tears,
“Will You not Revive us again, O Lord?”

 1024 Pages  Jacketed Hardcover 
Available in Tamil also.

Price Rs. 500/- only;  Forwarding Charges Rs. 100/-

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road, Chintadripet

Chennai 600 002, India
Tel: 00 91 44 28450411 <blc@bymonline.org>



119 120

A WEBSITE FOR BIBLE LOVERS

CONTENTS
My Letters

Stanley talks heart to heart with the Visitors of this Website.


General Messages
Enlightening Articles for Christian Growth


Sermon Outlines

Outlines on miscellaneous subjects for Personal Meditation
and Pulpit Preaching


Bible Studies

Studies on specific themes and select books of the Bible


Doctrinal Essays
Corrective Teaching to uphold Sound Doctrines of the Bible


Youth Matters

Practical Guidelines to Young Men and Young Women
for Successful Living


Leaders Column

Biblical Insights and Practical Lessons on Christian Leadership


Missionary Challenge
Calling Christians to obey the Great Commission of Christ


My Answers

Answers to Questions frequently asked but rarely answered


Quotable Quotes
Stanley’s analytical Statements about Christian Life and Ministry


Video Talks

Freely downloadable video and audio sermons of Stanley

(Register your e-mail id on this website to receive daily devotions
& updates instantly.)

StanleyOnBible .com

Closing Lines ...

 Read this book atleast twice to grasp the truths
mentioned herein and apply them in your life.

 Buy bulk copies to gift it to your friends, especially to
youngsters who would be challenged by the lifestyle of
Jesus the Revolutionary. Keep a stock of this book
always with you at home to bless Christian visitors.

 This book in full is available on the author’s website
(StanleyOnBible.com). It’s freely downloadable. Forward
it to your Christian friends.

 Give sample copies of this book to Christian bookshops
in your locality and encourage them to order the same
for their customers.

 The author and his team will be encouraged to hear
how this book has blessed you.

 Pray for the forthcoming titles from the author’s table.
Strengthen his hands with your offerings for his
literature ministry in 10 languages. Ask for Bank details.


	Jesus' Footsteps Cover (Eng).pdf (p.1)
	Jesus' Footsteps (English) pdf.pdf (p.2-61)

