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The Race

Life for me is not a journey for comfort, health, or even peace and

joy.  Having a life in Christ I do receive an incomprehensible peace and

joy, but that’s not the pursuit of my life. The pursuit of my life is to grow

up; to always be striving for the perfection found in Christ Jesus.

The writer of Hebrews says:

“...let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us.

Let us fix our eyes upon Jesus, the author and perfector of our

faith” (Hebrews 12:1b-2)

As Hebrews says, life is a race to be run in which I am always perse-

vering to reach the goal set before me with my eyes fixed upon Jesus, the

strength to, and example of, my goal.

Running along, I have learned some things about this race.

The Process - Step by Step

First, I have learned that this race can only be run step by step.  I am
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not superman; no matter how much I

want to leap across difficulties or fly

past my sinful nature, I can not.

Rather, the only marked path is

taken one step at a time. 

Something I constantly struggle

with is my pride.  When I was first

saved, I thought, “Wonderful!

Pride’s the first thing I want to get

rid of - and quickly - then I can go

unhindered on to do things for

Christ!” Unawares to me was how

deeply my pride was embedded in

me.  Up to this day, I have only

scratched the surface of the problem.

Even though it is still hard for me to take it step by step, I am begin-

ning to understand this is the way it is done.  In every step, every battle

against my pride, God is teaching me more about myself and what is

infinitely more valuable: more about himself.  With each succeeding step

I have found myself face to face with a smaller me and a bigger God.

Step by step God is truly becoming (in my eyes) a God of infinite love

and grace, a God of boundless mercy, and a God of everlasting strength.

If God just went “zap!” and made me a child of humility, then I would

never have seen the goodness or greatness of who he is.
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The Vision - Focusing on Christ

Second, I have learned that running this race demands absolute focus

on Jesus Christ, “the author and perfector of our faith.” As Oswald

Chambers constantly reminds me, I must “maintain a vital connection

with Jesus Christ, to see that nothing interferes with that... [since that is]

the greater part of ... life” (My Utmost for His Highest, March 25).

When Jesus called his disciples, he said, “follow me.” Above all else, I

must maintain my vision upon Jesus and never take my eyes off of him.

His crucifixion is my freedom, his words are my guide, his grace is my

strength, his love is my teacher; I would rather die than lose Jesus Christ.

When I lose my vision of him, I stumble and fall.  Honestly, I often

get tangled in my worries.  During difficult situations, I find myself wor-

rying to an excessive degree because I lose my vision of Jesus.

Forgetting that everything is in God’s control, I have wasted countless

hours fretting away my time, energy, and effort.  As a friend has coun-

seled me, “I like to take over the throne of God and make decisions for

him.” Yet when I focus on Christ, I would not dare to sit on his throne.

How could I?  Looking at Christ, I am (once again) really small, and

Jesus is the great Counselor, Comforter, Almighty King and Prince of

Peace.  What worries do I have that he can not solve?

So, by his grace, I turn my eyes towards him again, my hands in the

dust, and he is right there to pick me up, gives me a cool drink of water,

and set me off running again.
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The Power - the Grace of God

“But by the grace of God I am what I am, and his grace to me

was not without effect.  No, I worked harder than all of them -

yet not I, but the grace of God that was with me.” (1

Corinthians 15:10)

I have discovered that the key to being able to perseverance and

reach the goal is the Holy Spirit's power in me, giving me the strength

and endurance to run.  Just like Paul says, it is only by the grace of God,

working in me by the Holy Spirit, that I am able to run.

Daily I discover that my legs do not have the strength to run, my feet

can not endure the pressure, and my knees cry out in pain.  (This is even

more vivid to me since I have flat feet).  Sometimes, I find myself stum-

bling even taking little steps. Yet, miraculously, God’s power is truly

made perfect in weakness.  (2 Corinthians 12:9).

In every crisis, his strength is all that I need.  I can testify, no matter

how big my problems are, the Holy Spirit has the strength to solve them

in perfect wisdom and grace.  I like to be in control, but God wants me to

have childlike faith in him.  In order to do this, I must come before him

in humility, constantly crying out for help and trusting that he will pro-

vide for every tomorrow even though I do not know what that may be.

Childlike faith believes that God’s strength is my only strength.  Many
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times God takes the world’s comforts from under me so I can learn to

have childlike faith in him.  Then, as I solely cling on to him, I see how

feeble and weak the world is and how amazing is the strength of God.

The Prize - My Perfection, His Glory

“... run in such a way to get the prize... a crown that will last

forever.” (1 Corinthians 9:24b-25b)

I began by stating that my pursuit in life is to grow up.  This race I

am running will ultimately end in my perfection when I meet Jesus

Christ face to face.  I do not know what it will be like, but I do know that

I will be overflowing with joy!

I know that when I come before the throne for God, the sweetest

words I will hear will be “well done, good and faithful servant! ... Come

and share your master's happiness!” (Matthew 25:23)  Not that I am able

to be faithful, but that God is more than able to “keep [me] strong to the

end, so that [I] will be blameless on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

God, who has called [me] into fellowship with his Son Jesus Christ our

Lord, is faithful.” (1 Corinthians 1:8-9)  God is faithful!

God’s plan is really amazing, he directs me on the path to perfection,

gives me ultimate hope in Jesus along the way, and fills me with the

Holy Spirit to provide all the strength I need for victory!  The whole

process - salvation, sanctification, and perfection - is only by the grace of
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God!  Oh! the wonders of it all - God has it all planned out so that I

receive His blessings and He gets all the glory! 

I know that one day, along with Paul, I will say,

“I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I

have kept the faith.” (2 Timothy 4:7)

Grace Shih-en Leu 04/20/2004
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