
KS2 Activity: Clothing traders in Ethiopia and UK 
 
 

 

 
Download all our resources at 

http://news.linkethiopia.org/resource 
 
  

Objectives: To learn about the different types of clothing sold by market traders in Ethiopia, to compare this with clothing sold in UK markets and to identify similarities and 
differences 
Curriculum links Class and Individual Activity  Individual activity 

Citizenship 
1a, 2a, j, 4b, f 
 
Geography 
1b, c, 2d, 3a, b, f, g, 
4b, 6b 

Hand out or display the activity sheet, Ethiopian market traders. Show the video The 
Arade Market, Gondar which shows interviews with stallholders in a market in Gondar 
town, Ethiopia. Stop the video after each interview and ask each pupil to complete the 
activity sheet for that person. After all three have been completed, take feedback:  

 What different kinds of clothes were sold?  

 Which kind of clothes do they think might be most popular? Why?  

 Which kinds of clothes had global connections? What were they?  

 Did anything surprise them? 
 
Younger children can be asked the questions verbally instead of completing the activity 
sheet. 
 
Draw attention to the fact that two of the stallholders are speaking Amharic, the 
Ethiopian national language, and an interpreter is translating this into English. 
 
Ask pupils to think about clothing stalls in a street market that they have been to.  

 What do they sell? 

 Do different stalls sell different kinds of clothes?  

 Does anyone make clothes in the market, or sell clothes that they have made? 

 Do any of the stalls sell second hand clothing? 

 Do they think the stalls have links with other countries?  

 In what ways are the clothing stalls similar to those in the Ethiopian market? 

 In what ways are they different? 

 Do any of the pupils ever wear ‘traditional’ clothes? 

 Can they think of any ‘traditional’ clothes that are worn in UK? (eg. for special 
celebrations such as weddings, for sporting events, or in daily life – such as 
school uniforms!) 

 

 Depending on age and ability, pupils could: 

 Draw a picture of a UK market stall, showing the kinds of 
clothes it sells 

 Draw a picture of themselves in ‘traditional’ clothes 

 Write a comparison of Ethiopian and UK clothing stall, eg. 
Three things which are the same about clothing stalls in 
Ethiopia and UK and three things which are different 

 

 Follow up work Resources  

If possible, do a class or group trip to a local 
street market and interview stallholders 
involved with the clothing trade, asking similar 
questions to those asked of the Ethiopian 
stallholders. Video the interviews or take 
photos of the stalls and make a class display 
about the stalls. 
 
You could send copies of the photos and 
information about the stallholders and their 
links to other parts of the world to your partner 
school in Ethiopia. 

Video – The 
Arade Market, 
Gondar 
 
Activity sheet - 
Ethiopian 
market traders 
 
 

 
 


