
Grace Groups Homework 

Ephesians 4:7–19         5 June 2016 

“Normal Church Growth” 
 

GETTING TO KNOW YOU 

1. How do you fare when it comes to keeping things alive—pot plants, goldfish, long distance friendships, 

etc.? 

 

WORLDVIEW 

2. What has been, and what currently is, your view of the church—passenger bus, orchestra, hospital, battle 

headquarters, learning centre, etc.? 

 

INTO THE BIBLE 

3. Use the following passages to make a comprehensive list of the spiritual gifts which God gives to His church 

through the gifting He gives to a variety of people. 

 

How has God gifted you? 

 

Romans 12:4–8—For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not have the same 

function, so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of one another. Having then 

gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in 

proportion to our faith; or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; he who 

exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with 

cheerfulness. 

 

1 Corinthians 8:4–11—Therefore concerning the eating of things offered to idols, we know that an idol is 

nothing in the world, and that there is no other God but one. For even if there are so-called gods, whether in 

heaven or on earth (as there are many gods and many lords), yet for us there is one God, the Father, of whom 

are all things, and we for Him; and one Lord Jesus Christ, through whom are all things, and through whom we 

live. However, there is not in everyone that knowledge; for some, with consciousness of the idol, until now 

eat it as a thing offered to an idol; and their conscience, being weak, is defiled. But food does not commend us 

to God; for neither if we eat are we the better, nor if we do not eat are we the worse. But beware lest 

somehow this liberty of yours become a stumbling block to those who are weak. For if anyone sees you who 

have knowledge eating in an idol’s temple, will not the conscience of him who is weak be emboldened to eat 

those things offered to idols? And because of your knowledge shall the weak brother perish, for whom Christ 

died? 

 

Ephesians 4:7–16–But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift. Therefore 

He says: “When He ascended on high, He led captivity captive, and gave gifts to men.” (Now this, “He 

ascended”—what does it mean but that He also first descended into the lower parts of the earth? He who 

descended is also the One who ascended far above all the heavens, that He might fill all things.) And He 

Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets, some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, for the 

equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, till we all come to the 

unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of 

the fullness of Christ; that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, but, speaking the truth 

in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head—Christ—from whom the whole body, joined and 

knit together by what every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its 

share, causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love. 

 

1 Peter 4:7–11—But the end of all things is at hand; therefore be serious and watchful in your prayers. And 

above all things have fervent love for one another, for “love will cover a multitude of sins.” Be hospitable to 

one another without grumbling. As each one has received a gift, minister it to one another, as good stewards 



of the manifold grace of God. If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone ministers, let 

him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to 

whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen. 

 

GOING DEEPER 

4. Verses 11–12 of our text explain the purpose of God in giving His church a gracious diversity of gifts. 

Why are the speaking and teaching ministries emphasised here? What effect does this type of ministry 

produce? 

 

What does this tell us about the people who are receiving the teaching? 

 

Why is it incorrect to insert a comma after "saints" in v. 12? 

 

Ephesians 4:12 (NKJV)—“... for the equipping of the saints for the work of the ministry ...” 

 

Ephesians 4:12 (KJV)—“... for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry ...” 

 

5. What are the benefits of the practical application of spiritual gifting in the local church? How does this in 

turn affect and influence the global church? 

 

Could you give an example of where you have seen this happen? 

 

6. How would you identify a mature Christian? 

 

PRAYER ITEMS 

Prayer Psalm: 132 

Church Families: Venita Bekker; Alan & Petro Bennett 

Special Needs: Shalyn van den Heuvel; Mark MacKaiser; Lee Taylor; Sarah Mason; Hannah Murphy; Karin 

Burrows; Sylvia King; Unemployed & underemployed 

Expectant Couples: Marius & Danielle van Jaarsveldt; Albert & Le-eba Meets; Matthew & Tarryn Moore; Eddie 

& Jolene Robbertse 

Adoptions: Ongoing adoption paperwork 

Ministry: Electronic and Social Media 

The Great Commission: 

• Caleb & Ruth—North Africa 

• North Korea (East Asia) is the most secretive nation on earth. The population is compelled to worship the 

leader of the ruling party. Christians are actively persecuted, and little is known about the underground 

church today. Pray that the Holy Spirit moves in the hearts of Koreans. 

• Unreached Focus: Eritrean Tigre (Eritrea) 

Sister Churches: Emmanuel Baptist Church (Florida)—Gus Pritchard 

Our Country: Health—Dr Aaron Motsoaledi; Dr Joe Phaahla 

 

- - - - - 

 

As you do your regular grocery shopping, please remember to add something to your trolley to donate to the 

Food for the Family ministry. Regularly used items include: rice (1kg or 2kg); juice; washing powder (auto or 

hand wash); cooking oil (750ml or 2-litre); peanut butter; syrup; jam; tea; coffee; sandwich spread; pilchards; 

tuna; cake flour; baked beans; butter beans; mixed vegetables; tomato and onion mix; other canned foods; 

Cremora or long life milk; pasta; noodles; condiments (tomato sauce, mustard), etc.; sugar (1kg or 2.5kg); 

mielie meal; bath soap; deodorant (roll-on); toothpaste. Speak to Andre Truter for more information. 

 


