Worship Resources

12 March 2023
Third Sunday in Lent
Romans 5:1-11
Embody Christ’s Peace

Additional Scriptures
Exodus 17:1-7, Psalm 95, John 4:5-42, Alma 12: 172-180, Alma 14: 25-47

Prelude

Welcome 
Lent is a time of preparation. A time when we move toward the crucifixion and resurrection of Christ. A time to move intently towards God, ridding ourselves of the distance and distractions we have built into our relationships. Lent is when we are called to respond with radical generosity and spiritual discipline to God’s covenants that we may draw near to the One we seek.

Call to Worship
Leader: O come, let us sing to the Lord;
People: let us make a joyful noise to the rock of our salvation!
Leader: Let us come into his presence with thanksgiving;
People: let us make a joyful noise to him with songs of praise!
Leader: O come, let us worship and bow down,
People: let us kneel before the Lord, our Maker!
Leader:  For he is our God,
All: and we are the people of his pasture, and the sheep of his hand.
-Psalm 95, adapted

Hymn of Gathering	
	“Soften My Heart” 	CCS 187
	OR “Come Now, You Hungry”	CCS 227
		Encourage participants to sing in languages other than their own.
	OR “Open My Heart” 	CCS 171

Opening Prayer

Scripture Reading 
Romans 5:1-11

Focus Moment: Faith in Christ
Invite several participants (be inclusive of ages, genders, etc.) to come forward and begin walking around in circles. 

Announce that they are going on a journey into the wilderness. Ask what in the wilderness scares them? Perhaps it’s animals, or snakes or the dark. Ask what would make them feel safer?

Repeat each response and explain how Jesus walks with us in the wilderness and can help us feel safe. 

Finish with a testimony of Jesus’s love for every person and all of God’s creation.

Hymn of Faith
	“Standing on the Promises” 	CCS 257
	OR “View the Present Through the Promise” 	CCS 401
	OR “With a Steadfast Faith” 	CCS 649

Prayer for Peace
Peace Story: King Lamoni and Burying the Weapons of War
Alma 12:172-180 and 14:25-47
Either read the story written below or read directly from the scripture verses provided.

The name Lamoni will be familiar to many members of the church as the name of the town where the church’s university, Graceland University, is located. This name comes from a figure in Community of Christ scripture who shows us the way of peace that comes through faith in Jesus Christ and reconciliation to God through grace. 

King Lamoni was a violent leader who often made war with others and received violence in return. All of this changes when King Lamoni has a miraculous experience with God that softens his heart and leads him and many of his people to baptism and conversion. As the Lord pours out his spirit upon the people, they establish a church and change their ways from violence to peace. 

This commitment to peace is tested when they are faced with incoming armies and those who wish to destroy them because of their newfound faith. Even as these armies approached they refused to take up arms to defend themselves. They go a step further and bury their weapons of war as a testimony of the transformation they had experienced by the Spirit and the reconciliation they had with God after they repented of all the violence they had committed to others. 

They buried the weapons of war to embrace peace.


Light the Peace Candle.
Prayer
God of Peace,
Grant us wisdom and courage to pursue peace.
Help us understand your will for the wholeness of all creation.
May we embody the Peace of Jesus Christ in our daily living.
In the name of the Prince of Peace, Amen.

Hymn of Peace
	“Gonna Lay Down My Sword and Shield”	 CCS 321
	OR “Come and Bring Light” 	CCS 287
	OR “Lord, Make Us Instruments”	 CCS 364

For additional ideas: Find this day’s Prayer for Peace service on the church’s website at www.CofChrist.org. 

Sermon
Based on Romans 5: 1-11

Hymn of Reconciliation
“Christ has Called Us to New Visions” 	CCS 566
OR “Let Our Earth Be Peaceful” 	CCS 371
OR “What is the World Like” 	CCS 385

Disciples’ Generous Response
Statement
Just like the early Christians or King Lamoni and his people, when we faithfully respond to the ministry of Jesus Christ, we become accountable to one another, God, and ourselves. Our response to God’s gifts of love and grace is to serve others and let generosity become part of our nature.
-from Whole Life Stewardship   PowerPoint, adapted

During this season of Lent, we have a time to prepare and reflect on the ways that God has been generous with us. We have a chance to open our hearts and be prepared to receive new direction in how we can continue to live out our lives in mission and service. 
 
As we share our mission tithes either by placing money in the plates or through eTithing, use this time to thank God for the many gifts received in life. May our hearts grow aligned with God’s heart during this season of Lent as we prepare to receive all that God has to offer us. 

Blessing and Receiving of Local and Worldwide Mission Tithes

For additional ideas, see Disciples’ Generous Response Tools at CofChrist.org/spiritual-practices-generosity/.





Sending Forth Hymn
“God Almighty, We Are Waiting” 	CCS 397
OR “Christ Has Changed the World’s Direction!” 	CCS 356
OR “O May Your Church Build Bridges” 	CCS 224

Closing Prayer

Response
Postlude




Sermon Helps
Sermon Helps Year A - Letters 
Third Sunday in Lent 
Romans 5:1-11 
Exploring the Scripture 
Paul’s letter to the Romans is key to Paul’s understanding of the gospel and his lived experience because of his conversion to Christ. Chapter 5 is best understood after considering the first four chapters in the letter. Romans 1-4 contain Paul’s argument for justification by faith. Chapter 5 moves into the implications of receiving God’s gift through Christ (justification by faith) and living lives as disciples of Christ. Paul’s other writings may provide added insights. 
Paul is writing to the Christians in Rome while also keeping in mind his deep understanding of Jerusalem’s Jewish Christian church. Paul’s letter addresses justification by faith from both the Jewish Christian and the Gentile Christian perspectives. Paul seeks to unite the increasingly diverse Christian community and equip them for the journey ahead as they experience both the blessings and challenges of their faith.  
The good news of the gospel is that “this grace in which we stand” (verse 2) brings us peace with God now and hope for the future. Grace—justification by faith—is a gift. The Jewish frame of reference of keeping the Law to earn God’s favor is turned upside down by grace. Similarly, grace is not God’s reward for merely believing the “right thing.” All fall short, Jew and Gentile alike. We sin as individuals and as communities. God’s love through Christ embraces all, those who lived under the Covenant and those who did not. The power of that love is revealed on the cross through one seen as weak compared with the empire’s power.  
Justification by faith is about a relationship with God revealed through Jesus Christ and a relationship with one another—not through our acts but through God’s (see Romans 8:31-39). It is grace and works, being and doing, receiving and responding. As we respond to “God’s love…poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit” (verse 5), the path of the disciple will be the way of suffering love. While the challenges and choices are challenging and may lead to death for some, they are also formative and life-giving. As faith brings us suffering, it also brings us a new perspective on suffering as an experience that yields endurance, character, and hope. Suffering also connects us with those who suffer injustices the world over. We “boast” in suffering because we know suffering and death do not have the final word. Paul communicates the gospel’s cosmic scope and the expansive yet inclusive nature of the good news of Jesus Christ. 
Justification by faith is an invitation to receive reconciliation (peace with God) and a call to action. In our active response, we experience healing for self, others, and the world. There lies our hope.  


Central Ideas 
	God’s love (grace/justification by faith) is a gift given to all. 

	Receiving God’s gift of love brings us peace with God and hope for the future. 

	The life of the disciple includes suffering, which produces endurance, character, and hope. 

	Justification by faith is an invitation to receive reconciliation (peace with God) and a call to action (hope for the future). 


Questions for the Speaker 
	How does living as if what we do (our works) or what we believe (right thinking) earns God’s favor keep us from receiving God’s gift of boundless love and grace? 

	Receiving God’s gracious gift and being at peace with God does not mean a life free of suffering. How have you experienced suffering in your life of faith? How has suffering produced endurance, character, or hope in you? 

	As you consider your environment and culture, how can you make a difference by suffering for others in the way of Jesus? (Examples: using public transport to reduce traffic and pollution; education and awareness to address systemic change; sharing resources or living simply so others can simply live; risk speaking out for change; nonviolent action to address injustice.) 

	How has God’s love poured into your heart through the presence of the Holy Spirit changed your life and your relationships? How has it brought you peace now and hope for the future? How has it called you to action? 

	How does this text connect with the Lenten journey, Jesus’ ministry, and Jesus’ journey to Jerusalem and the cross?  





Sacred Space – Small Group Resources

Year A, Letters
Third Sunday of Lent

Romans 5:1–11 NRSV
Gathering
Welcome
We join with other Christians who for many centuries have observed Lent as the forty days between Ash Wednesday and Easter, not counting Sundays. During Lent, we center our attention on Jesus as we remember his life and ministry. Lent also provides a means to sharpen our focus on our lives in relationship to Jesus. And the Lenten Season encourages us to turn away from whatever distracts or blocks our commitment to discipleship. May the season of Lent help us walk with Jesus, though the path leads to the cross.

Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
God of abundance, at times we forget that you are abundant in possibility! Humans have fought for centuries, and still we fight. Still we hunger. Still we make poor choices. Still, we choose ease over what is best. Still we harm and hurt until peace seems like a dream.
But you, God...you are the God of dreamers! May we dream boldly of peace, knowing your thoughts are higher than ours, your ways are higher than ours, and you are capable of peace! Open our hearts to the ways you are at work in our neighborhoods. Let us awake from our dreams, gather our building supplies, and build those dreams into being with you!
In the name of Jesus, the Dream Maker. Amen.
Spiritual Practice
Practice of Silence
Practicing silence may be difficult at first. The mind may run wild. Allow yourself grace in this practice. We will begin when I ring the chime. We will be silent for five minutes. I will ring the chime again at the conclusion of our time of silence.
Remember to breathe deeply. Focusing on each breath can help quiet the mind. Become aware of your surroundings; notice how the air feels on your skin; trust that you are in the presence of the holy—fully surrounding and embracing you. Allow your inner conversations to stop for a while. Be fully present with the One who is fully present with you.
Ring the chime to begin.
Wait five minutes.
Ring the chime to conclude the period of silence.
Ask: How does it feel to be present with God in silence?
Adapted from a Guide for Lent, 
https://cofcspiritualformationcenter.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/2015-lent-guide.pdf

Sharing Around the Table
Romans 5:1–11 NRSV
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Justification is about reconciliation. Reconciling ourselves with God. Restoring a harmonious relationship.
How do we apply this aspect to our lives today? If God is present in each of us, should not justification (reconciliation) be applied to each other in all our relationships and interactions? As previously was mentioned in Romans, all receive the gift of grace. This does not mean, however, that all our relationships will be perfect, that we won’t get in arguments, or set healthy boundaries with individuals and family members. But extending the same grace to others that has been extended to us brings reconciliation and peace into our relationships.
For in Christ, whom justification is based on, is he not the Prince of Peace? “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 1).

Questions
How do you experience God’s reconciling peace?
What does a reconciled relationship with boundaries look like?
A life full of grace and peace does not mean we won’t experience pain and suffering. How do you navigate finding God during difficult times?
Jesus was tempted in the desert. Do you think he experienced peace? If so, how? If not, why not?
Sending
Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
The offering prayer for Lent is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Ever-present God, forgive us when we are less than loving, less than hope-filled, less than you have created us to be. Your mercy and grace are always with us. May we find strength in your presence, and may we respond to your love with generous spirits. Amen.
Invitation to Next Meeting

Closing Hymn
Community of Christ Sings 229, “When We Are Called to Sing”

Closing Prayer

Optional Additions Depending on Group
Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper
Thoughts for Children


Prayer for Peace
Ring a bell or chime three times slowly.
Light the peace candle.
God of abundance, at times, we forget that you are abundant in possibility! Humans have fought for centuries, and still we fight. Still we hunger. Still we make poor choices. Still we choose ease over what is best. Still we harm and hurt until peace seems like a dream.
But you, God...you are the God of dreamers! May we dream boldly of peace, knowing your thoughts are higher than ours, your ways are higher than ours, and you are capable of peace! Open our hearts to the ways you are at work in our neighborhoods. Let us awake from our dreams, gather our building supplies, and build those dreams into being with you!
In the name of Jesus, the Dream Maker. Amen.


Spiritual Practice
Practice of Silence
Practicing silence may be difficult at first. The mind may run wild. Allow yourself grace in this practice. We will begin when I ring the chime. We will be silent for five minutes. I will ring the chime again at the conclusion of our time of silence.
Remember to breathe deeply. Focusing on each breath can help quiet the mind. Become aware of your surroundings; notice how the air feels on your skin; trust that you are in the presence of the holy—fully surrounding and embracing you. Allow your inner conversations to stop for a while. Be fully present with the One who is fully present with you.
Ring the chime to begin.
Wait five minutes.
Ring the chime to conclude the period of silence.
Ask: How does it feel to be present with God in silence?
Adapted from a Guide for Lent, https://cofcspiritualformationcenter.files.wordpress.com/2015/02/2015-lent-guide.pdf



Sharing Around the Table
Romans 5:1–11 NRSV
Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have obtained access to this grace in which we stand; and we boast in our hope of sharing the glory of God. And not only that, but we also boast in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us.
For while we were still weak, at the right time Christ died for the ungodly. Indeed, rarely will anyone die for a righteous person—though perhaps for a good person someone might actually dare to die. But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners Christ died for us. Much more surely then, now that we have been justified by his blood, will we be saved through him from the wrath of God. For if while we were enemies, we were reconciled to God through the death of his Son, much more surely, having been reconciled, will we be saved by his life. But more than that, we even boast in God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have now received reconciliation.
Justification is about reconciliation. Reconciling ourselves with God. Restoring a harmonious relationship.
How do we apply this aspect to our lives today? If God is present in each of us, should not justification (reconciliation) be applied to each other in all our relationships and interactions? As previously was mentioned in Romans, all receive the gift of grace. This does not mean, however, that all our relationships will be perfect, that we won’t get in arguments, or set healthy boundaries with individuals and family members. But extending the same grace to others that has been extended to us brings reconciliation and peace into our relationships.
For in Christ, whom justification is based on, is he not the Prince of Peace? “Therefore, since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ” (v. 1).

Questions
How do you experience God’s reconciling peace?
What does a reconciled relationship with boundaries look like?
A life full of grace and peace does not mean we won’t experience pain and suffering. How do you navigate finding God during difficult times?
Jesus was tempted in the desert. Do you think he experienced peace? If so, how? If not, why not?


Generosity Statement
Beloved Community of Christ, do not just speak and sing of Zion. Live, love, and share as Zion: those who strive to be visibly one in Christ, among whom there are no poor or oppressed.
—Doctrine and Covenants 165:6a
The offering basket is available if you would like to support ongoing, small-group ministries as part of your generous response.
The offering prayer for Lent is adapted from A Disciple’s Generous Response:
Ever-present God, forgive us when we are less than loving, less than hope-filled, less than you have created us to be. Your mercy and grace are always with us. May we find strength in your presence, and may we respond to your love with generous spirits. Amen.


Thoughts for Children
You will need:
Easter eggs to color
	coloring supplies
While Jesus was in the wilderness, he spent time talking to God. There are many ways to pray and talk to God. Share with your family a way you like to pray.
In some faith traditions, people use mandalas to help them pray or meditate. Mandalas are intricate, geometric designs. As people create them, their hands stay busy, and their minds are free to focus on praying or meditating. Pick an intricate Easter egg to color. While your hands are busy coloring, let you mind have a conversation with God.  
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