
   

 

 
 
 
MEDIA RELEASE 
Tuesday, 27 October 2015 

Barnardos & HSBC: Helping children stay in school 

As a leading educator, you know all too well that the best way out of poverty for children and 
young people is a good education.  

With this in mind, we are proud to announce the Barnardos Children’s Support Program, 
to keep disadvantaged children at school.  We’re calling on school principals, teachers, counsellors 
and administrators to apply for practical resources to help disadvantaged children and keep them 
engaged with school.  

The first in this new national Barnardos support program is ACHIEVE: to encourage and 
support disadvantaged students in their learning, giving them the pathway to vocational training, 
employment and a much brighter future. The program is supported by HSBC who have committed 
to helping children through education. 

Schools are encouraged to apply for practical support in order to break down the barriers that can 
limit disadvantaged students’ ability to engage with their education.  

We’re calling on you now to consider how a grant may provide the most benefit for your students 
and be ready when applications open on 28 October 2015.  

 

FAQs - ACHIEVE:  

Who is eligible to apply? 

With the principal’s approval, school staff can apply on behalf of an individual, group or class of 
students from primary schools and high schools with ICSEAs of 1,000 or below. The program 
supports children aged 4-18 years. 

How do I apply? 

Applications can be made online at www.barnardoshelps.org.au 

How much are the grants? 

Maximum funding will be up to $5,000 per application  

When do applications open? 

Applications open on 28 October 2015 

When do applications close?  

Applications close on 18 December 2015 

When will successful applications be announced? 

Funding decisions will be announced in early 2016 

What sort of items are covered in the grants?  

 Material assistance:  uniforms, shoes, textbooks & resources (including laptop 
computers/iPads), camp, school formal & excursion costs  

 Assisting children of the incarcerated & mentally ill – transport, clothes & gifts 

 Assisting pregnant school girls to stay in education – support, resources & tutoring  

http://www.barnardoshelps.org.au/


   

 
 Defraying medical costs associated with serious medical conditions – support & resources  

 Assisting children dealing with grief – program training & resources 

 Assisting with educational enhancement program visits to schools – program training & 
resources 

 Motivational speakers and mentors- costs and training 

 Financial literacy – program training & resources 

 Homework, library & book clubs – staff salaries & resources 

 Making movies, participation in drama, music, dance & performance – staff  salaries & 
resources 

 
 

About Barnardos Australia 
Barnardos Australia is one of the nation’s leading child protection charities. A non-government, non-
denominational charity, we have been at the forefront of child protection for over 130 years. We believe all 
children deserve a safe and stable home. We work with families and communities facing issues such as 
violence, poverty, mental illness and homelessness to keep children safe at home. Barnardos extensive 
range of services include, family and domestic violence support, mental health support,  accommodation, 
parent education, counselling, foster care and adoption. Our evidence-based research and dedicated 
workers and carers ensure Barnardos is well equipped to fully support, care for and nurture children in 
need. For more information or to donate go to:  www.barnardos.org.au 
 

About HSBC 
HSBC is one of the world’s largest banking and financial services organisations and has been supporting 
Barnardos Australia since 1990. HSBC is committed to helping children and young people through 
education and is Barnardos’ flagship education partner. HSBC is delighted to be supporting Achieve, a 
national Barnardos Children’s Support Program helping disadvantaged children and young people, as well 
as those affected by abuse, at every phase of their education journey. The program encourages and supports 
these students in their learning, giving them the pathway to vocational training, employment and a much 
brighter future. http://www.barnardos.org.au/get-involved/corporate-support/our-partners/ 
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