
               
      

 
            

 
  

             
           

       
 

              
         

            

           

              
        

           

        

          

              
 

               

              

          
              

            
          

                  
  

           
     

Connecting  to  Personal  Experience 
Module:  Shared  Reading 
Content  Activity: Coach  

Big Idea: 
• Adults help students connect the content of books (words and pictures) to their 

personal experiences. 
Guiding Statements: 

• I make comments that connect the books we read to my students’ life experiences. 
• I encourage my students to make their own connections with the words and 

pictures or tactual information in the books we read. 
Directions 
Select all the strategies adult reading partners might use to support students in making 
personal connections to the characters or topic in a book. 

• Provide a wide variety of books that represent many topics. 

• Relate the story to places the student has been. 

• Maintain open communication with home so you are aware of home experiences. 
Provide a definition for an unfamiliar vocabulary word. 

• Relate the story to the student's family and friends. 

• Relate the story to a student's feelings. 

• Make a prediction about what will happen next. 

• Relate content to something students learned in a different subject (e.g., math, 
science). 

• Show pictures of the student participating in an activity related to the book. 

• Relate the story to a holiday or special occasion the student has experienced. 

• Relate the story to a student's known interests. 
Make comments that review what happened at the beginning, middle and end. 

• Make a comment about your own personal connection to the book. 
Make a comment that compares or contrasts two items. 

• Make a comment about how an event in the story is the same or different than the 
student's experience. 

• Provide books that have pictures/illustrations/tactuals that show others with 
disabilities and/or the supports they use. 
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CONNECTING TO PERSONAL EXPERIENCE 
Coach Discussion: 

Making personal connections to the information in a book is important because: 

1. Students who make connections while reading are better able to understand the 
books they are reading. 

2. Students are thinking when they are connecting, which makes them more engaged 
in the reading experience. 

By providing students with a variety of books, adult reading partners can draw on the 
background knowledge of students to demonstrate how their experiences connect across 
books rather than focusing on the content of a particular book. 

Relating the story to family, friends, feelings, other subjects, holidays and special 
occasions, daily routines, supports students use (e.g., seeing eye dogs, wheelchairs, 
white cane) and to student interests will help students understand and remember what 
you are reading. Activating background knowledge is one of the most important aspects 
of reading. 

Showing pictures of students participating in a similar event related to the book helps 
students remember the event. Then, making comments about how the story is the same 
or different than the student's experience may help students be more engaged and 
interested in the book. 

Students love to hear about your own connections to books. This also demonstrates for 
them how to make connections. 

Students can make predictions as to what they think might happen next based on their 
own experiences. These predictions do not have to be correct. In other words, 
predications are opportunities to think about the book and communicate ideas. Even 
students who are not able to generate their own predication can choose from a variety of 
preplanned choices based on the student’s experiences. 

Having ongoing communications with home helps you know about the experiences of 
your students. You want to be able to draw upon a wide variety of book topics and 
personal experiences to make reading interesting. 
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