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 Presented

2

“The Lord has called me
from the womb;

from the matrix of my mother
He has made mention of my name.

And He has made my mouth
like a sharp sword;

in the shadow of His hand
He has hidden me,

and made me a polished shaft;
in His quiver He has hidden me.

And He said to me,
You are My servant

in whom I will be glorified!”

(Isaiah 49:1-3)
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Opening Lines

God anointed me to preach His Word immediately after
my Rebirth in 1962 while I was a fresher in College at the age
of 16. Even as a teenager in Nazareth, my native town in
South Tamilnadu, India, I had the privilege of listening to
outstanding men of God like Brother N. Daniel, Evangelist
N. Jeevanandam, Sadhu Kochukunju, Dr. Sam Kamalesan,
Dr. Theodore Williams, Dr. Victor Manogarom, Vedanayagam
Sasthriar (Sr.), and several gifted Presbyters of the Church
of South India like Rev. Joseph Abraham, Rev. P. Jebamony
and Rev. K.S. Abraham. Almost all the celebrity preachers of
India had preached in Nazareth. I was thrilled to hear later
that Sadhu Sundar Singh was one of them. With the regular
attendance in the Anglican Church in Nazareth, I used to
listen to atleast 100 sermons each year. Trainees from the
Bible Seminary that was in that Christian town used to preach
regularly in our street prayer meetings and cottage meetings.
I cannot underestimate the impact this background had on
me before I started preaching.

My first sermon was in a Sunday Service in May 1963 in
the CSI St. John’s Church, Virudhunagar. It was my personal
testimony of salvation connecting various Bible verses. I still
remember these words of encouragement from the Presbyter,
Rev. C.E. Soundiraraj, (now 85 in 2016), at the close of the
Service: “God will use you more and more as a pulpit preacher.
Saturate yourself with the Scriptures and stay faithful!” (I
have decided to honour him with the first copy of this book.)

My first inspiration for meticulous sermon preparation
came from my Dad (1913-1973) who was an Army Officer. To
preach a 45-minute sermon, he would spend 3 to 4 hours in

preparation on his knees in the red sandy desert of palmyrah
trees near Nazareth. I’ve seen his sermon notes with interest.
This has taught me never to preach without well-prepared
notes. In Amsterdam ’83, Dr. Billy Graham mentioned about
two preacher kids. One boy boasted before the other, “My
daddy is great; he can preach without notes!” The other boy
countered, “My daddy is still greater; he can preach without
thinking!” Billy Graham added, “I am not as great as any of
them; I need notes!”

I thank God for the discipline I had from day one for
systematic and painstaking preparation of sermon outlines.
At times I do get spot inspirations on the pulpit and go
extempore, but my notes keep me from going off-track. “Don’t
worry about how or what you should speak. For it will be
given to you in that hour” (Mt 10:19,20). This is a misquote
for pulpit preaching. Jesus gave this promise concerning our
defence before possible imprisonment (vv18,19). Let’s not use
any Scripture as a cloak for laziness.

God in His sovereign grace has taken me over the years to
preach to all types of congregations: Mainline and Free
Churches, Pentecostal and non-Pentecostal, Charismatic and
non-Charismatic, Calvinists and Arminians, Indian and non-
Indian. He has enabled me to stay faithful to His Word and
never compromise. I never preached expecting a second
invitation. I can boldly testify with Apostle Paul, “The Lord
stood with me and strengthened me, so that the message
might be preached fully through me” (2 Tim 4:17). During my
preaching ministry which has spanned over five decades now
(2016), God has been glorified, and His people have been
edified and challenged. Thank God who places the treasures
of divine truths in ordinary “earthen vessels” so “the excellence
of the power may be of God and not of us” (2 Cor 4:7).
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One of my young coworkers once requested me for my
unused sermon outlines, if any! This he asked following what
I said in a Training Seminar that I had received more outlines,
as an inspiration from God, than what I could possibly preach!
This is God’s reward for faithfulness over the little that He
gives: “To everyone who has, more will be given, and he will
have abundance” (Mt 25:29). Since then I had an inner urge
to give to the Christian world a collection of my Sermon
Outlines. Wherever I’ve used these Outlines, the result has
been changed lives. I always try to be both descriptive and
prescriptive in my sermons. Our sermons must have forthright
answers to people’s question, “What must we do?” (Lk
3:10,12,14; Acts 2:37).

This book brings you 200 of my select Sermon Outlines
covering a wide range of subjects. You can use them for
personal meditation, group study and pulpit preaching. A
question arises: “Can I preach others’ sermons?” Nothing we
have is of our own. Whatever we have is what we have received
from God (1 Cor 4:7). Apostle Paul received most of his
revelations directly from God (1 Cor 11:23; 15:3; Gal 1:12).
But he told Timothy to teach others whatever the latter had
learnt from the former. And he wanted the chain to continue
(2 Tim 2:2). This is God’s general method of communication.
Therefore, in the strict sense, there’s nothing wrong in using
someone else’s Outlines for preaching. When one begins his
public pulpit ministry, some of these readymade Outlines can
be used with suitable modifications. What prevents you from
going higher and deeper? Make sure you wait on the Lord for
a fresh anointing of the Holy Spirit before you go to the pulpit.

When sermons are well-structured, they stay longer in
people’s minds. Orderliness is divine (Lk 1:1-4; 1 Cor 14:40).
My professional training as a Building Engineer came in handy
while preparing these Outlines. A close study of Outlines in

this book will train you for systematic sermon preparation. If
you take time to study all these Outlines, turning to each
Scripture reference, it will be more than a 3-year Bible College
course. These Outlines were typed out from my original
handwritten notes which I actually used on the pulpit. A
sample is on page 20.

The quality time that Pastors and Preachers ought to spend
in God’s presence to receive messages from God for the people
is stolen by administrative responsibilities, building projects
and too many travels (Acts 6:3,4). The result is overfed
shepherds and underfed sheep. God views this situation quite
seriously (Ezek 34). As the Founder-leader of the Blessing
Youth Mission (1971-2003), I had so many administrative
and field responsibilities. But, by the grace of God, I never
ever sacrificed my sermon preparation time for any activity,
however legitimate and urgent. Otherwise I would have no
legacy to leave behind like this book. “The lips of a priest
should keep knowledge, and people should seek the law from
his mouth; for he is the messenger of the Lord of hosts” (Mal
2:7). If those called and gifted to preach and teach God’s Word
waste their time in mundane things, the people of God would
starve like Israel of old “without a teaching priest” (2 Chr
15:3). A “famine” for the Word of God would be inevitable
even though people would go from meeting to meeting (Am
8:11,12).

The Outlines are categorised subjectwise. In such a work,
repetition of thoughts and points is unavoidable. Wherever
possible I’ve given links to related Outlines. The Scripture
Index (Pages 1108-1142), Subject Index (Pages 1143-1160),
Character Index (Pages 1161-1164) and Quotes Index (Pages
1165-1166) will help in your own sermon preparation.
Wherever there’s a blank space at the end of an Outline, dotted
lines are given to add your own thoughts to the Outline under
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study. Even on regular pages, there’s ample marginal space
to jot down your points or comments. Do not hesitate to write
on the pages. It will become an asset to you and the future
generations, if the Lord tarries. Feel free to point out mistakes
if any.

Several of you who now read this book would have listened
to these Sermons on various occasions. I never hesitate to
repeat my sermons, not to the same audience of course! (Acts
13:42). But I dare not climb on the pulpit without a fresh
anointing. Mere letter kills; only the Spirit gives life! (2 Cor
3:6; Lk 4:18). My advice to young preachers: “Whether you
use a readymade Outline or one of your own, dare not go to
address the congregation before you have heard from God in
the dark” (Mt 10:27).

During the preparation of any Sermon, I had been the first
beneficiary (2 Tim 2:6). As I was blessed, I became a blessing
to others (Jer 31:14; Gen 12:2). Everytime I sat before God to
prepare a Sermon, the truths I learnt transformed my belief
and behaviour. These Outlines will do the same for you.

My previous book of 832 pages, “Bible Treasures,”
published in 2013, contains 200 Corrective Bible Lessons
from the beginning of Christian Life, which is “Repentance,”
to the end of Physical Life, which is “Death.” I praise God that
it has become a Reference Book to Bible Lovers and Pulpit
Preachers. This book, “Bible Pearls,” is a sequel to it. The
testimony of Apostle Paul has been my chief motivator to take
up such voluminous works: “I kept back nothing that was
helpful ... I have not avoided declaring to you the whole counsel
of God” (Acts 20:20,27). Pray for me that I may continue to
serve people in my generation by the will of God till I fall
asleep (Acts 13:36).

July 2016 — R. Stanley
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What it means to be Born Again
Introduction

 Jn 3:1-3 ... Unless a man be born again ...

“Born Again” — Quite a popular term these days

 Not the cycle of birth (Hinduism) —
but to be experienced NOW ON EARTH (v12)

What happens when you are born again —
1. Children of the devil become Children of God.

He who rejects Christ is of the devil (Jn 8:42,44a)
Jn 1:12 ... become the children of God ...
God has only children, not grandchildren.
Creation
Transgression of Adam (Rom 5:14,15,18)
The substitutionary death of Christ

in the sinner’s place.
To be born again means
to receive Christ as our Sin-bearer & Saviour.

2. Children of darkness become Children of light.
Eph 5:8-11 ... works of darkness ... fruit of the Spirit
Hating the works of the flesh (Gal 5:19-21)
— Adultery ... even a lustful look
— Idolatry ... anything loved more than God
— Murder ... even hatred

Men love darkness rather than light
because their deeds are evil. Come to Christ the light —

(Jn 3:19-21)

Confession and forsaking of sin (1 Jn 1:7-9)
Publican’s prayer — “God, be merciful to me a sinner!”

He who is born of God commits no sin (1 Jn 3:8,9)
i.e. He does not habitually sin

eg) Lamb vs. Pig
To be born again means
to hate sin and refuse to yield to temptation.

3. Children of flesh become Children of promise.
Rom 9:6-8,30-32

  10:3,4 Ishmael vs. Isaac

Religious works, almsgiving, etc.
eg) Paul (Phil 3:4-7)

Cornelius (Acts 10:1,2)
Pharisee (Lk 18:11,12)

Our righteousness ... filthy rags (Isa 64:6).
  Religion is sin: Man seeking God
  Bible doctrine: God seeking man

Do not say, Abraham is your father! (Mt 3:9).

Salvation not of works but of grace (Eph 2:8,9).
Not do, but done!

eg) Trying to lift oneself with the shoelace!

To be born again means  to depend on the Grace of God
and the Righteousness of Christ & not on our good works.

4. Children of disobedience become Children of obedience.
1 Pet 1:13-16 ... former lusts  vs. holiness
Col 3:6,7 ... wrath of God ... disobedience ...
Our rebellious and transgressing nature
inherited from Adam

But now a new desire to please God.
Born out of love (1 Jn 5:3) ... not burdensome ...

No complaint: God is a hard master!
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Jesus’ Call: “Take My yoke ...
“Learn of Me ...
“Meek and lowly  (Mt 11:28,29)

i.e. A life of yieldedness to the will of God

To be born again means
to receive a contrite spirit and an attitude of obedience.

eg) Paul — “What will You have me to do?” (Acts 9:6)

5. Children of Hell become Children of God’s Kingdom.
Mt 13:38-40,43 ... sons of the Kingdom ...

Heavenly-mindedness (Rich man vs. Lazarus)
Citizenship above.
Realisation of vanity.
Company of God’s Children (1 Jn 5:1,2; 3:14).
Change in basic outlook.

(What shall it profit a man? Mk 8:36 ... Rich man)
Attitude & assurance of victory!

To be born again means
to live in anticipation of the Kingdom of Heaven.

How to be born again
Repent of your sin (Lk 24:47).
Receive Christ as your Lord and Saviour (Acts 16:31).

 Conclusion
If you are born only once, you’ll die twice;
If you are born twice, you’ll die only once!

Rev 20:14; 21:8
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The Gospel from Golgotha
Introduction

 “Gospel” — Gr. Evangelion = Good News
— Root word  “Godspell” (Anglo Saxon)

= story of God

So much of adulteration and dilution today.
It is “another Gospel”

— Enemies of the “Cross” of Christ
Phil 3:18,19

The materialistic Gospel
The prosperity Gospel — “belly ... earthly”
The health & wealth Gospel

That’s why —

Paul calls the Gospel as the
“Message of the CROSS” (1 Cor 1:18)

He said,
“We preach Christ CRUCIFIED” (v23)

He added,
“nothing but Christ and Him CRUCIFIED” (2:2)

What Christ spoke from the Cross covers
all the aspects of the Gospel —

I call it, “The Gospel from Golgotha”

The Gospel from Golgotha is —
1. A Message of FORGIVENESS

“Father, forgive them, for they do not know
what they do” (Lk 23:34)
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 This is what Jesus wanted His disciples to preach:
“Repentance and remission of sins ... to all nations”

(Lk 24:47)
 God’s forgiveness is superlative —

— He forgives the sinner & then sins are taken care of!
We  are “sinners,” so we “sin,” not vice versa.
Sinfulness — the root;   Sins — the fruit

(cause)         (effect)
eg) The prodigal son forgiven before confession was complete!

 Jesus bore “all” our sins!

Past ... Present ... Future sins!
JUSTIFICATION = as if we never sinned!
“Though ... sins ... scarlet ... snow; ...

 red ... crimson ... wool” (Isa 1:18)
What did God do with our sins?
4-dimensional love! (Eph 3:18,19) ... w ... l ... d ... h

— He removed our sins ... East ... West (Psa 103:12) — w

— He threw our sins ... behind His back (Isa 38:17b) — l
— He sank our sins ... in the sea (Mic 7:19) — d
— He removed our sins ... as the clouds (Isa 44:22) — h

Sins forgiven are sins forgotten!
Advocate x Adversary (1 Jn 2:1/Rev 12:10)

 Our responsibility— “Forgive others as Christ forgave us!”

2. A Message of ASSURANCE
“Assuredly, I say to you,
Today you will be with Me in Paradise” (Lk 23:43)

One of the thieves (left or right?) —
  One was right!  The other was left!

 Can I be sure of my salvation?"
Thousand times, yes!

eg) The Lord added to the Church ... saved (Acts 2:47)
(Church —- No sinner inside; no saint outside!)

eg) “We know we have passed from death to life”
(1 Jn 3:14a)

Not hope so, or think so, but know so!
Joining Christ is as real as marriage.

Read: 1 Jn 5:10-13  “... HAS ... HAVE ...”

 Why do people then question the possibility of assurance?

Failure to understand Salvation in 3 tenses —

Salvation Past — Deliverance from the Penalty of sin
Salvation Present — Deliverance from the Power of Sin
Salvation Future— Deliverance from the Presence of Sin

i.e. Justification (a crisis experience);
Sanctification (an ongoing experience);

Glorification (a crisis experience)
 The Witnesses: 1 Jn 5:7

The Father (Jn 1:12)
The Word (The Bible says it; I believe it; that settles it)
The Spirit (Rom 8:16)

Don’t look for voices/visions/dreams/etc.
FACT first — FAITH next — FEELINGS last

3. A Message for the FAMILY
“He said to His mother ... disciple ... son ... mother!”

(Jn 19:26,27)

This shows God’s greatest concern for the families.
Family — God’s basic unit in Creation

   — Also in Salvation
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eg)  Noah and his household — Flood
(Righteous man)

 Rahab and her family — Destruction
(Debaucherous Woman)

 Zacchaeus and his house
 Philippian Jail Superindendent —

“What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30)
“You and your family!”       (v31)

 Jesus taught: As you enter, say “Shalom!” (Lk 10:5,6)
If the son of peace is there ...
Not if the kitchen is in the right direction!

(Vasthu!)
 No ancestral iniquity under the New Covenant —

Jer 31:29-31 ... fathers ate sour grapes ...
children’s teeth set on edge ...

 Each person individually responsible —
Jn 1:12 ... “children” of God, not grandchildren!

Born in a Christian home or a Hindu home,
you must be born again!

 Parents’ responsibility —
— More on fathers (Prov 1:8)

eg) Abraham (Gen 18:19)
Not properties/jewels/dowry

4. A Message of FELLOWSHIP
“My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?”

(Mt 27:46)

— The Central cry from the Cross

 “Our sins have separated ... hidden His face ...” (Isa 59:2)

In the same way, when all our sins came on Jesus,
the Father, whose eyes are too pure to behold sin,
hid His face.
Christ was forsaken so we can have unbroken and
close fellowship with God!

 When Christ’s body was broken —

a) The middle wall of division broken down —

Eph 2:12-14 ... Jews vs. Non-Jews

No more casteism or regionalism.
Made from one blood; washed by one blood (Acts 17:26).
No longer strangers but fellow-citizens (Eph 2:19).

b) The veil in the Temple torn from top to bottom —

Don’t restitch it!
— No more ritualism!

Heb 10:19-22 ... Way into the Holiest open

— No sacred places (eg. Mount of Transfiguration)
Mk 9:5 ... three tabernacles

— No mediator other than Jesus (1 Tim 2:5; Heb 8:6)

c) No more emotionalism

Whether or not you feel the Presence of God —
“Immanuel” (= God is with us.)

John Wesley: “The greatest of all is, God is with us”

 Salvation creates in us a deep longing for fellowship
with God — WORD & PRAYER

Nothing becomes more important!
Martin Luther: “A dungeon with Christ is a Throne;

a throne without Christ is hell!”
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5. A Message of SATISFACTION
“I thirst!” (Jn 19:28)

 Jesus was wounded for us so He may become
an “open fountain” (Zech 13:1)

The Shepherd was struck but He didn’t desert the sheep;
He leads them to “still waters!” (Zech 13:7/Psa 23)

Not just water but a spring within us (Jn 4:14)

 Man tries substitutes —

a) Money —
Root of all evil ... many sorrows (1 Tim 6:9,10)
Rich man eats well; poor man sleeps well!
Pagans: “What shall we eat?” ...

“Seek first the Kingdom ...” (Mt 6:31-33)

b) Sex —
Especially youngsters
Movies/love affairs/pornography/internet
Don’t waste your life.
Remember your Creator when you are young (Eccl 12:1)

c) Achievements/Job/—

Worshipping our work! (Eccl 2:4-6,10,11)
An Astronut:

After landing on the moon, what more?

These are all cisterns with cracks (Jer 2:13)
The Holy Spirit & the Church (saints/believers)

calling you: “Come to the waters!” (Rev 22:17)

Earthly pleasures and treasures worthless
before the Old Rugged Cross!

The Cross is God’s plus Sign!

6. A Message of FINISHED WORK
“It is finished!” (Jn 19:30)

All the demands of a holy God perfectly met & satisfied
by Christ’s sacrifice. Nothing to be added to it.

 Salvation is a free gift!
Eph 2:8-10 ... not of yourselves ...

On God’s side: All of Grace
On our side: All by Faith

“The just shall live by faith!”
(Hab 2:4; Rom 1:17; Gal 3:11; Heb 10:38)

— Martin Luther’s slogan
Not “do” but “done!”

 Not by works—
a) Baptism  (infant or adult)
b) Church membership — No Church saves!
c) Charity

“All our righteousness are filthy rags!”
Christ’s robes vs. Our rags (Isa 64:6)

eg) Pharisee vs. Publican (Lk 18)
 Galatian believers

“Fallen” from grace (Gal 5:4)
Christ to be “formed” in them again (4:19)

Law vs. Grace: Ishmael vs. Isaac
Not even an outer house for Ishmael

Sing: Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound,
That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost, but now am found;
Was blind but now I see! — John Newton

(The complete hymn is on page 54.)
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Christianity vs. other Religions —

FOR works BY works   (Eph 2:9,10)
Gift vs. Merit

7. A Message of SECURITY
“Father, into Your hands I commend My spirit”

(Lk 23:46)
 If you commit your life to Christ, you do not need

to worry about tomorrow —

Christ the same yesterday, today and forever.
Christ is the One who was, who is, and who is to come.
Christ is the Alpha & Omega, the Author & Finisher.

“Double” safety: Christ’s hand
Father’s hand Jn 10:28,29

Only 1 out of 12 lost!

 Paul: “I know whom I have believed ... keep ...
committed ... until that day” (2 Tim 1:12)

 On the Cross,
Christ offered His body and now commited His spirit!

Sing: “All to Jesus I surrender!”

 A call to commitment —
Come to God the Father:
He will FORGIVE you.
He will grant you ASSURANCE.
He will save your FAMILY.
You will enjoy FELLOWSHIP with Him.
He will SATISFY your longings.
You will experience the blessings of Christ’s FINISHED
You will be SECURE for ever!  WORK.

Today is the Day of Salvation!
(Study the Outlines 171 & 172 also.)
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Hindrances to Salvation
Introduction

Christmas — Mentioned in 2 Gospels only
Crucifixion — Mentioned in all the 4 Gospels

 “There is not a word in the Bible which can be understood
 without reference to the Cross” — Martin Luther
“Nothing provokes the devil like the  Cross”

— C.H. Spurgeon

 The central theme of the Scriptures is Christ.

And the very first promise concerning Him
refers to Crucifixion —

Gen 3:15

 So many types of the Cross in the OT —

 Isaac carrying the firewood (Gen 22:6)
 The brazen serpent (Num 21:9; Jn 3:14)
 The tree in Marah (Ex 15:22-25)

Jesus became a curse for us taking away all our bitterness
(Gal 3:13)

 The Smitten Rock (Num 20; 1 Cor 10:4)

Therefore,
the Cross is not God’s afterthought but His forethought —
(Rev 13:8) ... Lamb slain from the foundation of the world

The Message of the Cross
Text: 1 Cor 1:18-31
The foremost, the first and the greatest blessing
of the Cross is SALVATION —
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See vv18,21 ... saved ... save ...
Mt 1:21 ... Angel to Mary
Lk 1:68,69,77 ... Zachariah’s prophecy

This passage (1 Cor 1:18-31) presents four
Hindrances to Salvation —
1. Religion

1 Cor 1:22, “The Jews seek a sign.”
Jesus came as the Substance of all the shadows
in the OT Scripture.
But the Jews refused to embrace Him.

Lk 2:34 ... Simeon’s prophecy over the Child Jesus

Isa 8:14; Jn 2:19-21 ... He Himself is the Temple
or the sanctuary but they stumbled over Him!

The conversion of a classic Jew —

Phil 3:3-8 ... Paul

The contrast between a Religionist and a repentant sinner—

Lk 18:10-14 ... Pharisee vs. Publican

Salvation is not of religious works —

Eph 2:8-10 ... eg) Circumcision (v11)

2. Reasoning (Wisdom)
1 Cor 1:19-22 ... “Greeks seek wisdom.”
Trying to understand spiritual things

by natural wisdom—
eg) Jn 3:4,9,10 ... Nicodemus ... New Birth

1 Cor 15:35-38 ... Questioning ... Resurrection

Natural man  vs. Spiritual things —
1 Cor 2:14

Some Greeks: “Sir, we would see Jesus” (Jn 12:20-24)

The simplicity of the Gospel is the greatest stumbling
for the intellectuals —

eg) Naaman, 2 Ki 5:9-14 ... not something great

God’s ways are simple but profound ...

Isa 55:7-9 (The context is a call to repentance
to receive forgiveness.)

3. Robustness (Strength)
1 Cor 1:25-27 ... not many wise, mighty, ...

We do not think of God as long as everything goes
well with our physique!
Several people have got saved following an ailment!

eg) Jacob (Gen 32:24-27) ... thigh ...

A call to young people —
Eccl 12:1,6-8 ... Remember your Creator

The very first step of a reasonable service to God
is surrendering of our “bodies” —

Rom 12:1 ... a living sacrifice ...
4. Riches

1 Cor 1:26,28/Jer 9:23

Riches can be a great hindrance to Salvation —
eg) The rich young man

Mt 19:16-26 ... went away sorrowful ...

The rich fool
Lk 12:15-21 ... not rich towards God

People will worship gold instead of God —

But Job was different (Job 31:24-28)
God’s command to the rich (1 Tim 6:17)
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May be you do not have riches today;
but this is God’s warning for your future!

Salvation is not purchased with gold, but with
Christ’s blood— 1 Pet 1:18,19

 Conclusion
 What are you?

Are you Mr. Religion?
Are you Mr. Reasoning?
Are you Mr. Robustness?
Are you Mr. Riches?

You may have these things naturally —
Do what Christ did —

Phil 2:7,8 ... Empty
Humble
Obey

 What will God do then? (1 Cor 1)

1. Christ will become your Righteousness (x Religion)
   & Sanctification (v30)

2. Christ will become your Wisdom (x Reasoning) (v30)

3. Christ will become your Power (x Human strength) (v24)

4. Christ will become your Redemption (x Riches) (v30)

This is the Message of the Cross —

Christ is my Righteousness.
Christ is my Wisdom.
Christ is my Power.
Christ is my Redemption.    Hallelujah!

(Study the Outline 23 also.)
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4
Fruits of Repentance

Introduction
The Bible is the story of God restoring man to the fruitfulness
He intended —

Call thro’ prophets (Hos 14:1,4-6)
The last OT prophet (Mt 3:8,10)
Jesus Christ (Jn 15)
The Holy Spirit (Isa 32:15; Gal 5:22,23)

 The one condition consistently seen throughout the Bible
for fruitfulness is REPENTANCE —

Ezek 19:10-12
18:31,32

Lk 13:6-9
:1-5

John the Baptist calls this, “Fruits of Repentance” (Mt 3:8)

 My search thro’ the Scriptures has given me
“Five important Fruits of Repentance”—

1. Humility
— Repentance from Pride.

Pride of Moab caused his fruitlessness —
Isa 16:6,9-11

Common pride —

a) Religious pride
Mt 3:8,9 ... children of Abraham
Lk 18:11-14 ... Pharisee’s prayer
Phil 3:4-7 ... Counting as loss for Christ
2 Cor 12:6,7 ... Thorn lest I boast (spiritual revelations)
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b) Social pride
Education, Position, Wealth, Race, etc.

Jer 9:23,24; 1 Cor 1:26-29

c) Pride of appearance
1 Cor 4:7 ... It’s a gift from God.

2. Temperance/Self-control
— Repentance from sensual pleasures

Unfruitful works of darkness —
Eph 5:9-13 ... secret sins of darkness (v3)

Works of the flesh opposed to Fruit of the Spirit
Gal 5:19,22,23 ... First 4 are sexual sins.

Three OT examples—

a) Joseph’s example as a fruitful bough —
Gen  49:22

39:7-9 ... refused ... ran away ...

b) David’s confession of dryness
when this sin was unconfessed —

Psa 32:3,4 ... drought of summer

c) Job’s testimony:
This sin will root out all my increase —

Job 31:9,12

3. Tongue Control
Wholesome tongue means fruitfulness —

Prov 15:4 ... tree of life
18:20,21 ... life ... power of tongue

Uncontrolled tongue means fruitlessness —
Js 1:26 (useless = fruitless)
Compare 3:2 ... perfect man

Tongue is the indicator of the nature of our inner self —

Js 3:8-12 (spring = innermost being)
Mt 12:33,34 ... good tree/good fruit ... heart/mouth

Repentance concerning “words” restores fruitfulness —
Hos 14:2,5,6 ... sacrifices of our lips ...

To repent of —

Idle words (Mt 12:36,37)
Judging words (Mt 7:1,2)
Lying words (Eph 4:25) Exaggeration, etc.
Abusive words (Mt 5:22-24) Reconciliation.

Abusing Jesus (Mt 25:40)
To resort to PRAISE!

Eph 5:3-5 ... foolish words as bad as adultery
Heb 13:15 ... fruit of our lips

A Decision ... Psa 17:3 ... My mouth shall not transgress

4. Right Interpersonal Relationships
Works of the Flesh  x  Fruit of the Spirit
Gal  5:19-21 ... 9 of 17 on relationships

:22,23 ... 7 of 9 on relationships

Our main part in fruitfulness —

Zech 8:12,13,16,17 ... truth ... justice ... peace ...

To godliness, add brotherly kindness and love —

2 Pet 1:7,8
Two Components of Christian life

(Love God + Love man)

Remove the “root” of bitterness before it’s too late —

Heb 12:12-15 ... Dislocation of joints
Mt 5:25 ... agree quickly
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 Resisting the authority — “fruitless trees” (Jude 8,12)
Children  Parents
Wives  Husbands
Workers  Administrators
Students  Teachers
Saints  Elders

5. Concern for the Poor
— Repentance from the love of money,

and readiness to share with the needy.

John the Baptist — “Fruits of Repentance”
Lk 3:8a, 10-14 ... Answers to all the 3 questions!

Thorny ground — choking by riches (Mt 13:22)
Prov 11:28 ... Those who trust in riches
1 Tim 6:10 ... love of money

Fruitlessness — “Woe” — No concern for others —
Isa 5:1,2,8

Fruits of righteousness by giving to the poor —
2 Cor 9:6-10

 Conclusion
 5 fingers — Thumb ... Pride

Taste finger ... Lusts
Longest finger ... Tongue
Ring finger ... Relationships
Smallest finger ... Poor

 Deal thoroughly —
a) The Root

Rom 11:16 ... Root holy, branches holy.
Prov 12:12 ... Root of Righteous bears fruits.
Mt 3:10 ... Axe at the Root.

b) Little Foxes (SS 2:15)

What does “Coming to Christ” mean?
5

Introduction

Referring to the experience of personal salvation,
we normally say, “I came to Christ in the year ...”

What does “Coming to Christ” mean?

Hebrews 12:22-25a
Though the literal fulfillment of these blessings is still
in the future, each one of these has a practical relevance
for today —

1. Mount Zion

A number of references in the OT to Mount Zion
emphasizes the need for —

Practical righteousness
in interpersonal relationships

Isa 33:14-16 — Hypocrisy in relationships
(Compare Psa 24:3-5)

Lam 5:18 — Foxes on Zion speak of cunningness
 and deception.

Am 6:1,6 — Ease in Zion —
 No concern for Joseph our brother

A call for Reconciliation and Restitution — Mt 5:23-26

2. City of the Living God, the Heavenly Jerusalem
One of the most important references to the City of God
is in Psalm 48.
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vv1,2,7 — “... breaking the ships of Tarsish ...”
This is symbolic of disobodience to the revealed
will/commandment of God (Jonah)

God cannot tolerate deceit and hypocrisy before Him —

Psa 101:6-8 cf. Jonah’s hypocritical
Isa 48:2,8-11 confession (Jonah 1:8,9)

All disobedience to be punished (2 Cor 10:4-6)

It is called the “City of the living God”

He must be served with a clear conscience
(Heb 9:14)

Seek the cleansing of the Blood of Jesus.

3. Innumerable company of Angels

Angels are “ministering” spirits to us —
(Heb 1:14)

Their ministries have practical lessons for us —

Mt 13:49 — Ministry of separation
e.g. Gen 19:15-17 ... Lot

Mt 18:7-10 — Do not despise anyone.

Be not an offence to anyone.

1 Cor 11:5-10 — Headcovering
Lesson: Submission to husbands.

Right order at home.

Lk 12:8,9 — Confessing Christ publicly.
“God used angels to announce the birth of Jesus!”

4. General Assembly and Church of the Firstborn
who are written in Heaven.

 “The firstborn” —
Israel is God’s son or firstborn —
Ex 4:22; Jer 31:9b

But spiritually, they lost it by self-righteousness.
Rom 9:6-8 ... children of flesh ... of promise ...

 :25,26 ... My people ... sons of God ...
 :32-10:3 ... own righteousness ...

Warning of Christ concerning self-righteousness:
— The Pharisee and the Publican (Lk 18:9)

Esau rejected the blessings of the Firstborn because
of the lust of the flesh —

Heb 12:16 ... sold birthright for broth
cf. Rev 14:1,4 (1,44,000 not defiled ... firstfruits)

 Written in Heaven —

God writes in Zion — Psa 87:3,5-7
God deletes from the Holy City —
Rev 22:19 ... Do not be choosy in obeying

the Scripture.
“ALL” Scripture (2 Tim 3:16,17/Acts 20:27)

5. God the Judge of all
An important reference to God as the Judge,
in the Book of Hebrews, warns us against wilful
sinning and backsliding (Heb 10:26-31,38,39)

Three major reasons for backsliding —

1. Failure to confess our hope (Heb 10:23)
2. Forsaking the Assembly (Heb 10:24,25)
3. Following the materialistic world (Heb 11:13-16)



6. The spirits of just men made perfect
Rev 6:9-11 — White robes for martyrdom

white = perfect
Rom 8:29-31,35,36

 — The justified are glorified ... by suffering
e.g. Jesus perfected by suffering (Heb 2:10)

Heb 12:6-9 — Chastisement for our holiness

Qns: Do you try to escape suffering?
Do you have a mind to suffer? (Watchman Nee)
Do you murmur?

7. Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant
What is the New Covenant?

Heb 8:8-13
 You shall ... You shall not
 I WILL .. I WILL ...

The Mediator is Christ (9:15)

The forgiving and forgetting of sins must lead us
to forsaking of sins (1 Jn 2:1)

Openness + Confession must be genuine (1 Jn 1:7-10)
i.e. must lead to forsaking of sin (Prov 28:13)

Importance of godly sorrow (2 Cor 7:10,11)

8. Blood of sprinkling which speaks better things
than that of Abel

 Heb 13:12-15
Blood  Sanctification  Reproach

Seek not to be popular among men!

Do we praise God when we are neglected or rejected?

 “... which speaks better things than that of Abel”
(Heb 12:24)

Abel’s blood cries for vengeance (Gen 4:9,10)
But Christ’s blood speaks for reconciliation,
peace and pardon.

That’s why this Chapter and the next Chapter
emphasize “LOVE” —

(12:14; 13:1)
Peace among brothers is the Dew of Zion (Psa 133:1,3)

 Conclusion
 Coming to Christ:

What a privilege!
What a responsibility!

 A few questions based on these 8 aspects —

1. Am I honest in my interpersonal relationships?

2. Am I earnest in obeying God?

    3. Do I practise separation and submission?

4. Am I overcoming the lust of the flesh?

5. Am I regular in testifying and assembling?

6. Do I have a mind to suffer?

7. Is my confession genuine with godly sorrow?

8. Do I love God’s children genuinely?
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Happy Rebirthday!
6

Introduction
One’s Rebirthday is more important than his Birthday!

Because,
“What’s born of the flesh is flesh;
but what’s born of the Spirit is spirit!” (Jn 3:6)

At birth we enter the earth;
without rebirth we cannot enter Heaven (Jn 3:3,5).

Nothing wrong in celebrating our Birthdays;
but Rebirthdays are a greater occasion to thank God
and celebrate His praises!

Our parents & relatives rejoice at our birth; angels dance
with jubilance in Heaven over our Rebirth! (Lk 15:7,10)

Here are a few major things we must thank God for
on our Rebirthdays —

1. Foreordination
Eph 1:4 ... Chosen in Christ before the foundation of the world

Rev 13:8 ... Calvary is not God’s after-thought.
The Lamb slain before the foundation of the world

Rom 8:29,30 ... foreknew ... foreordained ...
called ... justified ... glorified ...

The initiation is by God;
therefore no place for boasting — GRACE — Eph 2:8,9

I am not the “alpha;”
Jesus is the “Alpha” of my faith (Heb 12:2)

Jn 15:16 ... Jesus: “You have not chosen Me; I’ve chosen you!”

2. Background
 Parental influence - 2 Tim 1:5

grandmother ... mother ...

 Teachers’ & Elders’ influence
eg) Acts 22:3 ... Paul was brought up

at the feet of Gamaliel
Sunday Schools, VBS, YFC, SU, SFJ, etc.

 Church background
eg) Paul - Phil 3:4-7

circumcision .... Law ... zeal ...

These were “gain” to him (v7)

Nothing wrong with these things, but they were
nothing compared to the knowledge of Christ (v8).
We cannot depend on them for our salvation.

My Church background where I grew up in Nazareth —
kneeling ... memorizing short prayers (collects), creeds ...
faith confessions ... pulpit reading of the Bible ... etc.

3. The Instruments (Soulwinners)

 Jn 1:40-42a ... Andrew brought Peter to Jesus.
 Acts 8:29-40 ... Philip led the official to Christ.
 Or it might have been a Revival or Gospel meeting —

  eg) Day of Pentecost
3000 saved through Peter’s sermon

Cottage prayer meeting —
Family of Cornelius, Philippian Jailer, ...

 It might have been a tract which led us to Christ.

My 6th standard Class Teacher and Pre-University Class
Chemistry Lecturer led me to Christ (1962).
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The assurance of salvation became mine on 18 Nov 1962
while reading
“On being a Real Christian” by Christian Weiss

of Back to the Bible.
4. Nurture/Growth

 God’s Word ... milk ... 1 Pet 2:1-3
Bibles, Study Aids, etc.

 God’s Family
Eph 3:18,19 ... 4-D love of God with all saints
Fellowships, Prayer Groups, Churches, etc.

 God’s Servants
An Apollos to water the plant (1 Cor 3:6)
Eph 4:11-13 ... equip ... edify ... perfect man
Pulpit, Print, Media ministries, etc.

5. Warfare
 Temptations, Failures
 Trials, Testings
 Chastisement
 Sicknesses
 Problems, Crises

“Chastened but not killed” (2 Cor 6:9c)
“Comfort of the Holy Spirit” (Acts 9:31)

6. Ministry
 We must thank God for keeping us busy in His cause

while there are so many standing idle all day long
(Mt 20:3,6).

 Blessed to bless
eg) Abraham (Gen 12:2,3)

 Responsibilities in churches & organisations

 We are made kings and priests before God
a) for worship/praise (1 Pet 2:5)
b) for witness/proclamation (           :9)

 Thank God who has trusted us with a ministry
(1 Tim 1:12)

7. Family
 Mutual growth of spouses / spiritually integrated

a) According to Paul
Wife  Husband — Eph 5:22,23
Husband  Wife —          :28,29

b) According to Peter
Wife  Husband — 1 Pet 3:1,2
Husband  Wife —            :7

 Parents ø Children
It’s in bringing up our children we learn
practically how to take care of the Church

1 Tim 3:4,5
 Conclusion

Let’s remember these blessings
on each Rebirthday and thank God specifically.
Did not God often remind His people
how they were in Egypt
and how He delivered and led them —
especially the day of deliverance?

“Remember this day ... out of Egypt ...” (Ex 13:3)

Sing: Happy day, Happy day,
When Jesus washed my sins away!
He taught me how to watch and pray,
And live rejoicing ev’ry day;
Happy day, Happy day,
When Jesus washed my sins away!

— Philip Doddridge, 1702-1751
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7
What it means to follow the Lord wholly
Introduction

 Acts 26:27-29
Are you an almost Christian
or, an average Christian
or, an altogether Christian
or, an ALL OUT Christian?

eg) Caleb:
Josh 14:8 ... “BUT I wholly followed the Lord”
Num 14:24 ... God’s testimony ...

Do not join the majority.
Do not slide down to mediocrity.

People strive for excellence in the academic
world/material world.

Let’s strive for excellence in spiritual matters —

Do not be a “tithe” Christian;
Be a “total” Christian!

Apostle Paul (Superlative Christian life) —

1 Tim 1:15 ... Realisation of unworthiness
Phil 3:4,7,8 ... Emptying of self
1 Cor 14:18 ... Spiritual exercises
Eph 3:8 ... Fellowship of saints (least)
1 Cor 15:9 ... Position in ministry (least)

:10 ... Service (labouring more abundantly)

What it means to follow the Lord wholly:
(Complete Consecration/Full Surrender/Total Dedication)

1. Believe the Lord with ALL your heart.
Josh 14:6,10 ... The WORD the Lord spoke ...
21:45 ... Not A WORD failed.
Read the story in Numbers 13 & 14.

Faith is fundamental/foundational.
We cannot please God without it.
We are called “believers!”
We cannot live without it.

A constant check whether we are free from the
“evil heart of unbelief ” (Heb 3:12)
Faith of many shaken up.

Faith is dead to doubt,
deaf to discouragement

and dumb to difficulties!

When the Son of Man comes ... find faith? (Lk 18:8)
Weakening of faith due to —

Technology ... Trials ... Temptations

  eg) Timothy (1 Tim 6:20,21)
Peter (Waves)
Jesus (It is written ...)

HELP: Systematic Bible Meditation (Rom 10:17)

2. Love the Lord with ALL your emotions.
Faith + + + + + + Love (2 Pet 1:5-7)
Faith: Foundation stone Love: Capstone
Dt 6:4,5/Mt 22:37 (Nothing excluded)
The greatest commandment.
(heart + soul + might + mind)
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Jn 21:15-17 ... The greatest condition

Rev 2:4 — The first love — Passion
... The greatest concern

Love grows by fellowship — relationship — intimacy.
HELP: Sufficient time in Prayer (Communion)

The primary reason why Jesus chose 12 (Mk 3:14)
Have specific timings for prayer (eg. Daniel)

Early hours of the day

The more you pray, the more you get addicted to God!

3. Obey the Lord with ALL your will.

Love  Obedience (1 Jn 5:2,3)

“Love is the Root;
Obedience is the Fruit!” — Matthew Henry

Not, what to do, we have to obey God;
But, “willing” obedience.

Obey — Instructions of the Scriptures (Heb 10:7)
— Impressions of the Spirit (Mt 4:1)
— Inspirations from the Saints (Heb 10:24,25)

Obedience made easy as an expression of Relationship:
We are servants; therefore let’s obey our LORD!
We are soldiers; therefore let’s obey our CAPTAIN!
We are sons; therefore let’s obey our FATHER!
We are saints; therefore let’s obey our GOD!

HELP: Self-examination & frequent renewal of dedication
Arrears in obedience block fresh revelation.
“To him who has, more will be given” (Mk 4:24,25)

4. Serve the Lord with ALL your strength.
Obedience leads to acceptable service (1 Sam 15:22)
“Whatever you do, do it as unto the Lord” (Col 3:23,24)

Seven guidelines —

a) Be ready to do anything
Eccl 9:10 — “whatever”
There is nothing small in God’s work.

b) Do not postpone
Prov 27:1 ... you do not know ... tomorrow ...

c) Do everything orderly and decently
1 Cor 14:40

d) Do things excellently
Prov 22:29 ... excelling in work ... kings ...

e) Always aim at quality
1 Cor 3:12,13 ... gold ... silver ... what sort ...

f ) Do not avoid hard work
2 Tim 2:3,6 ... endure hardship ... soldier ...

A ministry that costs nothing accomplishes nothing.
g) Never sacrifice principles

Conviction x Convenience
2 Tim 2:5 (rules in athletics)

HELP: Follow these principles and assess whether you are
“abounding” in the work of the Lord.

Be motivated: “Your labour NOT in vain” (1 Cor 15:58)

5. Glorify the Lord with ALL your spirit.

Service  Glory of God ... 1 Cor 10:31/Col 3:17
“If you have two aims,
 you have one too many!”  — George Verwer
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God designed everything for His glory —

 Christ exalted for God’s glory (Phil 2:9-11)
 Holy Spirit sent to glorify Christ (Jn 16:14)
 Church to be united to glorify the Father (Rom 15:5,6)
 World to be evangelized to glorify God  (Rom 15:9)

HELP:
Succumb not to the temptation to please men —

Gal 1:10 ... If I still please men ...
Eph 6:6,7 ... not eye service but to the Lord
Col 3:23 ... heartily ... not to men but as to the Lord

 Conclusion
 Faith  Love  Obedience  Service  Glorifying God

 Caleb’s testimony: “I wholly followed the Lord”

“Caleb” = Dog — Trusts its master
Loves its master
Obeys its master
Serves its master
Pleases its master

This is what “faithfulness” is!

This is the meaning of wholly following the Lord.

Amazing Grace

Amazing grace how sweet the sound
That saved a wretch like me
I once was lost, but now am found
Was blind but now I see.

’Twas grace that taught my heart to fear
And grace my fears relieved
How precious did that grace appear
The hour I first believed.

Through many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come
’Twas grace that brought me safe thus far
And grace will take me home

When we’ve been there 10,000 years
Bright shining as the sun
We’ve no less days to sing God’s praise
Than when we first begun.

— John Newton (1725-1807)
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What is the Bible?
8

There are atleast 12 Names given in the New Testament
for the Bible.

Each one has a specific emphasis relating to the “message”
it brings.

1. “The Word of God”
— A message backed by God’s authority

Mt 4:4

2. “The Word of the Lord/Christ”
— A message about Jesus Christ. He is central.

Acts 8:25/Col 3:16

3. “The Word of Prophecy”
— A message authored by the Holy Spirit

2 Pet 1:20,21

4. “The Word of the Gospel”
— A message which is Good News to man

Acts 15:7

5. “The Word of Reconciliation”
— A message that calls man to reconcile with God

2 Cor 5:19

6. “The Word of Salvation”
— A message that saves man from sin

Acts 13:26

B
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7. “The Word of God’s Grace”
— A message that builds us up in His Church

Acts 20:32

8. “The Word of Truth”
— A message that exposes Satan’s lies

2 Cor 6:7

9. “The Word of Life”
— A message that expels darkness (v15)

Phil 2:16

10. “The Word of Righteousness”
— A message that leads us in holy living

Heb 5:13

11. “The Word of Faith”
— A message that creates faith on the finished work of

Christ and on the unseen God
Rom 10:8

12. “The Good Word of God”
— A message from God for our good

Heb 6:5

No other Scripture in the world fulfills all these needs in the
lives of men and women. This full-orbed and multi-faceted
benefit of the Bible is because of the fact that the Bible is God’s
very Word, and no one but the Creator knows the needs of His
creation.

We must keep this wholesome view of the Bible in mind in all
types of Bible study.

9
The Benefits of the Bible

Introduction
 The Old Testament presents several stories

of Revival & Restoration.

An outstanding Revival —

Revival under King Josiah —

2 Ki 22-24/ 2 Chr 34,35
2 Ki 22:1 ... 8 years to 39 years ... i.e. 31 years.

  :2 ... Brief testimony about him
2 Chr 34:3,4 ... Thorough purging in Jerusalem ...

The most outstanding event in his reign was the finding
of the Book of God in the Temple —

2 Ki 22:8

He found out the reason for their deplorable condition —
(v13)

This is the true picture of the Church today —
The Book of God is lost in the House of God!
If the Bible is restored to its right place,

all the ills in the Church will be healed!

 Back to the Bible!

The Bible is No.1 bestseller, no doubt;
not how many are sold, but how many are read!
If all the unread Bibles are collected,

no need to print Bibles for another 10 years!

The reason for not using the Bible properly is that
we have not understood its benefits properly.
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Let’s see six of its practical uses —

1. Our Daily Bread
Mt 4:4 ... The first recorded reference

to the Scriptures by Christ
eg) Job 23:12 ... A necessity, not just a nicety!

Strengthening of the inner man ... spiritual ills

 Food for the mind

eg) Jesus’ interest in the Scripture gave Him
understanding beyond His years (Lk 2:47,52)

Psalmist — Psa 119:99,100
... “more than my teachers”

Phil 4:8 ... Whatever things are true ...
:7 ... Peace of God thro’ Prayer
:9 ... God of Peace thro’ Scriptures

Use a Bible Reading Calendar.

Consider a day without the Bible as ill-spent —
Psa 1:2 ... Day & Night

Daily Guidance — “Whatever that man does ...”
(LIGHT) “The Lord knows the way of the righteous”

 Health to the body
Mt 8:8,16 ... Jesus healed the sick thro’ His Word
Psa 107:20 ... He sent His Word and healed them
(Get a Study Bible & a Bible Dictionary)

2. Highway of Holiness
Jn 17:17 ... Sanctify them by Your truth

 15:3 ... Clean by the Word

Paul says the same: “Christ washing by Word” (Eph 5:26)
Psa 12:6 ... Purity ... like silver purified 7 times!

It is opposed to all malice — 1 Pet 2:1,2

An antidote for backsliding —

Psa 19:7-13 ... errors ... secret faults ...
presumptuous sins ... great transgression

 A mirror that exposes (Js 1:23-25)

A scalpel that penetrates (Heb 4:12,13)

It brings on us an irresistible conviction
(2 Ki 22:11 ... tore his clothes)

Sin will keep us from the Bible, or the Bible will keep us
from sin! Psa 119:104 ... I hate every false way ...

— especially, youngsters (v9)

Do not just read the Book;
let the Book read you!

3. Sword of the Lord
How Jesus defeated Satan —

“It is written” — Mt 4:4,7,10

When the devil quoted a Scripture, Jesus said —
“It is also written!”

These 3 temptations are representative —

a) Stones — lust of flesh — good to eat
b) Kingdoms — lust of eyes — good to see “The World”
c) Tower — pride of life — be like gods

We can overcome these when the Word abides in us —
1 Jn 2:14b,16
World  x  Word

— Bondage to certain habitual sins —
Jn 8:32-34 ... Truth makes you free!
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We can dethrone Satan by this Sword —
Rev 2:12,13a (Pergamus)

— The Banner the Spirit raises against the flood-like
invasion of the Enemy ... Isa 59:19,21

4. Unshakable Foundation
This is an age of uncertainty and instability,
but the Bible is the Rock of all Ages —

eg) End of Sermon on the Mount ...
Foundation on sand or rock? (Mt 7:24-27)

What is sinking sand? —

a) Traditions —

Mt 15:3-6 ... Jesus chided the religious leaders
of His day

Jesus was crucified because
He opposed unscriptural traditions.

We need another Martin Luther.
The Bible does not get its authority from the Church,
but vice versa!

What the Bible says is more important
than what the Church believes!

In the beginning was the Word ... NOT the Church

b) Human reasoning —

eg) Sadducees — No faith in the supernatural

Mt 22:23-33 ... Mistaken, because ... Word of God
 and Power of God not known

Paul to Corinthians —
Wisdom of men vs. Power of God (1 Cor 2:4)

c) Novel doctrines —
Jesus: “Many false prophets ... deceiving many”
(Mt 24:4,5,11) — last days!

Paul: “doctrines of demons” — 1 Tim 4:1
“Angel of light ... ministers of Righteousness”

(2 Cor 11:13-15)
Another Jesus ... different spirit ... different gospel (v4)

How can we imagine a Church ordaining homosexuals?

5. Textbook on Prayer
King Josiah’s restoration of true worship was according
to the Book of God that was found out! —

2 Ki 23:21

Josiah’s Passover was the best ever —
2 Chr 35:17,18

 Jesus prayed according to the Scripture
eg) To Peter: “Can I not pray to My Father to send Me

  thousands of Angels ...
   How then will the Scripture be fulfilled?”

 Prayer must be according to the will of God.
The Word of God is the Will of God.
Prov 28:9 ... Abominable prayer
Jn 15:7 ... Acceptable ... (If My Words abide in you...)

eg) Daniel prayed according to what’s written
in the Book of Jeremiah —
Dan 9:2,3/10:12 ... “Instantly heard!”

 Many of us are like the Samaritan woman —
“You worship what you know not” (Jn 4:22)
Only the Bible tells us everything about God!

Prayerless study will be dry;
Studyless prayer is dangerous.



Prayer becomes deeply meaningful
when we speak to God with an open Bible.

6. Builders’ Plumbline
There’s mushrooming of ministries everywhere;
but where’s the Bible pattern?
Noah built the ark according to God’s plan (Gen 6:22).
Moses built the tabernacle according to God’s pattern

(Ex 39:42,43).
No athlete reveives the medal if the rules are violated

(2 Tim 2:5)
The Bible is God’s blueprint for building His Kingdom.

The apostles often asked the question —
 “What does the Scripture say?”

eg) “The words of the Prophets agree...” (Acts 15:13-15)

They testified —
“We dare not think beyond what’s written!” (1 Cor 4:6)
 Beware of extra-Biblical revelations and experiences!

Not what we build, but how we build it —
“... Each man’s work ... Fire shall test ...

gold ... silver ... wood ... hay ...”
  (1 Cor 3:12,13)   (Fast work if wood and hay)

Heaven & Earth pass away, but the Word never! (Mk 13:31)

 Conclusion
Our greatness ... (Dt 4:8) ... statutes, judgments, law
God has magnified His word above all His Name ...

(Psa 138:2b)
Resolve today
that you will make Bible your best companion.

“England made a Shakespeare,
but the Bible made England!”  — Victor Hugo (1802-1885)

10
The Supremacy of the Scriptures

Introduction

 We’re talking about recession.
— That may be the problem of the world,

which affects ECONOMY.

But there’s a greater problem which affects ETERNITY —
i.e. the famine for the WORD of God.
Am 8:11,12 ... Not for bread and water —

i.e. There’s material prosperity, but spiritual poverty

Though folks run from here and there for meetings ...

No doubt there’s a population explosion in the Church;
but I’m bothered by the spiritual poverty
and Biblical illiteracy which are on the rise everyday.

 Of all the names of Christian ministries worldwide,
the best one perhaps is —

“Back to the Bible”
— founded by Dr. Theodore H. Epp (1907-1985)

Yes, coming “back to the Bible” is the remedy for all
spiritual ills.

Why I believe in the
Supremacy and Indispensability of the Bible —

1. Revival

The Bible is the Key to Revival.

— “Revive me according to Your Word”
Psa 119:25,107,154 (Repeated thrice)
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— The Spirit fell on all those who heard the Word
Acts 10:44 ... Cornelius family

— The Spirit entered Ezekiel when God spoke to him
Ezek 2:2

— The Spirit entered dry bones when Ezekiel prophesied
Ezek 37:10

— Showers vs. Floods
Jesus blew the Holy Spirit on the disciples (Jn 20:22)
The devil pours out floods out of his mouth (Rev 12:15)

Mere awakening is not revival;
it must bring people “back to the Bible” —
— King Josiah (2 Ki 22:8/Passover 23:21,22)
— “The Word I speak are Spirit and life!” (Jn 6:63)
— Revivals which died out too soon.
— Revivals which brought in strange fires.

2. Praise & Worship
The Bible is the Basis for Worship.

— Psa 138:2 ... Worship ... Word ... Name ...
— Col 3:16 ... Word ... richly ... songs ...

Why most of the modern songs do not stand
the test of time.

They say “special” songs;
but they are anaemic, nothing special.
Not rich in Biblical content.

— Revival of Ezra & Nehemiah — Neh 9:3 (WordWorship)
— Word leads to Worship

eg) Emmaus disciples & other disciples
Lk 24:27,45,51-53
Scriptures ... worshipped ... praising God

— Various Names of God are used in Worship;
but the climax: “The Word of God” (Rev 19:13)

3. Gifts of the Spirit
The Bible is the Guidebook for Gifts.

— 1 Cor 12:8 ... The first two of the 9 Gifts —
WORD of Wisdom
WORD of Knowledge

— 2 of 3 Temptations for operation of Gifts
(Bread + Tower) ... But, “It is written”

— Prophesying — 1 Pet 4:10,11
“as the oracles of God”

— Too many abuses of gifts corrected by the Word
1 Cor 14:36,37

— Prophesying — Popular
The first and second of the three benefits —

1 Cor 14:3
1. Edification
2. Exhortation
3. Comfort
But too much on the 3rd one.

4. Miracles
The Bible is the Secret of Miracles.

— Signs are to confirm the WORD,
not the worker or the ministry (Mk 16:20)

— Power of God ... as Jesus was teaching —
Lk 5:17 (An unusual miracle — paralytic vv18,26)

Multitudes had gathered to hear the Word (v1)
A great miracle — catch of fish —

“At your Word” (v5)
Similarly Mary — “according to Your Word” (Lk 1:38)
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— Unusual miracles by Paul thro’ preaching the Word
(Acts 19:10-12)

— The first miracle in the Bible:
God created the heaven and earth by His Word.
This is the first in the Faith Chapter! (Heb 11:3)

— John the Baptist:
He performed no miracles but he had a message.
He did not heal people, but raised a dead nation —

(Jn 10:41,42)

5. Sanctification & Perfection
The Bible is the Means of Sanctification.

Cleansing is by the Blood of Jesus;
but the ongoing sanctification is primarily by the Word:

— Jn 17:17 ... Sanctify thro’ ... Truth ... Word
Earlier Jesus said, “You are already clean by the Word”

  Jn 15:3
— Washing of water by the Word

Corporate cleansing ... Eph 5:25-27

— The Bible:
Mirror ... It exposes        (Js 1:23,24)
Sword ... Scalpel ... It separates (Heb 4:12,13)

Even when temptations are most intense ...
Psa 119:9 ... How can a young man ...

The Bible prevents backsliding (Psa 19:10-13) ... warned

6. Spiritual Experiences
The Bible is the Test for Experiences.

— Once Christians were too objective without
experiential knowledge.

Now too subjective —
i.e. conclusions are drawn from experiences.

But Peter ... 2 Pet 1:16-21 ... Transfiguration

— Visions & Dreams (Jer 23:28,29) ... grains ... chaff

— Extra-Biblical stuff
1 Cor 4:6 ... Not to think beyond what’s written

(Biblical boundary)
— Christ & Apostles:

“What does the Scripture say?”
(Rom 4:3; Gal 4:30)

— Experiences on the Day of Pentecost —
“This is that ... SPOKEN by Prophet ...” (Acts 2:16)

Similarly experiences of Cornelius & family
Acts 15:13-15 ... Quoted by James from Amos

“With this the words of prophets agree ... as written”
— Deep stirrings by the Word (Lk 24:27,32) ... burning ...

7. Doctrines
The Bible is the Source of Doctrines.

— The Church gets its authority from the Word;
not vice versa.

— Our Churches have too many doctrines which are based
on traditions rather than the truth of God’s Word:

Even in Jesus’ time —
Mt 15:3,6,9 ... vain worship ...

Yes, in course of time traditions replace the Truth.

— Doctrinal confusions because of Word-neglect
eg) 7 brothers & 1 woman ... (Mt 22:29)

— We cannot improve on God’s ways.
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eg) Touching the ark —
Cart ... shoulders ...

1 Chr 13:7-11/15:12-15
David burnt the cart and sacrificed those bulls.

— These sayings of Mine ... Rock & Sand (Mt 7:24-27)

— Time will come ... fables ...
Therefore, Preach the Word (2 Tim 4:2-4).

 Condition Today
— Solid Bible Teaching rare.

— Pastor-Teachers doing other things
a) Administration
b) Building Projects
c) Mostly evangelistic messages

— No Teaching-priest ...
2 Chr 15:3
But deliverance ministry plenty (v4)
Short-term benefits!

 Conclusion
Individuals : Spend sufficient time in Bible Meditation.

: Use Study Bibles & Study Aids

Churches: Give priority to Bible Teaching.
Not just excitement, but enrichment.
Teach people “how” to study the Bible.

1 Pet 1:24,25 ... grass ... flower ... Word
Context: Birth (v23)/Growth (2:2)
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How to receive Bible Teaching
 Text: Nehemiah Chapter 8

Ezra: Rebuilding of the Temple
Nehemiah: Rebuilding of the Wall

We are in times of Restoration.
The textbook for Restoration is the Holy Bible: Acts 15:15

How to hear/receive Bible teaching or preaching:
Lessons from Nehemiah 8 —
1. Oneness in spirit

“as one man” (v1)

 The word descends like a dew when we stand united
(Psa 133:1-3)

The flow from the teacher will be smooth.

— Let’s forget our cultural, denominational, and linguistic
differences while listening to the Word.

2. Attentiveness
“The ears were attentive” (v3)

Give no room for casualness.
Beware of “I-know-it-all” attitude.
Your casualness will disturb the average and

below-average members in the audience.
Be thirsty!

“from morning till midday” (5 or 6 hours!)

eg) Cornelius: Acts 10:33,34 ... present before God
 God’s promise: Isa 44:3a ... water on the thirsty

Our dryness will be removed.

11
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3. Reverence
“all the people stood up” (v5)

God’s eyes on those who tremble at His Word: Isa 66:1,2
— Soldiers stand up to answer the telephonic call

from their officers.
— How villagers receive the Gospel booklets

(with a cloth on their hands)

 The roaring of the Lion of Judah (Am 3:8)

4. Worshipfulness
“lifting hands ... bowing heads ... worshipping” (v6)

Psa 138:2 ... worship ... Word
33:1-4a ... praise ... sing ... Word

“Worship in the mouth” and “Word in the hand” (Psa 149:6)

Keep murmuring praise when receiving the truth of
God’s Word.

You can even be speaking in tongues “quietly”
during your personal meditation.

That will fill the atmosphere with the fragrance of God
and your mind with the freshness of the Spirit.

“The Word of God is to reveal the God of the Word.”

5. Understanding
“helped to understand ... read distinctly ...

gave the sense ...” (vv7,8)

 The Preachers/Teachers explain.
 The Holy Spirit teaches.
 We must try to understand —

Mt 24:15b ... whoever reads, let him understand
Acts 17:11 ... Homework by Bereans

Parable of the Sower:

— Wayside soil ... “does not understand” (Mt 13:19)
— Good soil ... “understands” (v23)

2 Tim 3:7 ... “always learning and never understanding”

Pray for God’s help — Psa 119:18,19 ... Open my eyes ...

6. Brokenness
“all the people wept” (v9)

This was possibly because they realized how much
they had transgressed against God.

The leaders had to stop people from mourning;
today they have to stop people from laughing!

The Word exposes our hypocrisy (Heb 4:12,13)
The Word sanctifies us (Jn 17:17)

The Word of God is the will of God which is opposed to the
way of the flesh, the world and the devil. We are convicted
by the Word wherever there’s deviation from God’s will.

7. Joyfulness
“Go .. eat ... drink” (v10a)

A proper study of the Scriptures always rejoices the heart—
Psa  19:8a ... statutes ... rejoicing ...

 119:14 ... rejoiced as in all riches ...

The newspapers fill our hearts with gloom
and pessimism,
but the Bible fills us with “that most Blessed Hope.”

Tit 2:13

Billy Graham: “I’m an optimist because
(1918-  )  I’ve read the last book of the Bible!”
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Do not hesitate to jump or shout Hallelujahs
when you understand something exciting!

I make lot of noise (chewing) if the food is tasty!
In Orissa, people make long prayers with
a delicious meal in front of them.

“The joy of the Lord is your strength” (v10b)

8. Sharing
“Send portions for whom nothing is prepared” (vv10,12)

Our privilege of hearing so much of Bible teaching adds
to our responsibility. We must not hoard the grains
but sell them —

Prov 11:24-26

Three groups with whom we must share —

a. Believers
b. Nominal Christians
c. Non-Christians (the Unreached)

“Give and it will be given back to you!”

You understand 50% while hearing;
and the remaining 50% while sharing!

9. Restoration
Use the truths you learn for the Restoration in
the Church —
Whichever denomination you may belong to.
(You are a leader) ... “heads .. priests”

vv13-17

Restoration of the celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles
(on booths) with such great joy! (Lev 23:39-43)

Don’t be a status-quoist!
Call folks to the “old paths!”

It’s a difficult job — “Go to the mountain” (v15)

You may become unpopular.

10. Continuation
“day by day from the first day until the last day” (v18)

Consider whatever you learn as an introduction
to your further searching of the Scriptures.

Jonathan Goforth (1859-1936) was greatly used in China
and elsewhere in Revival from 1908 onwards. It is said
that for 19 years he read thro’ his Chinese New Testament
55 times!

Daily delight in God’s Word is the secret of constant
(perennial) fruitfulness —

Not just ‘attacks’ of Bible study!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Maximum Benefit from Bible Meditation
12

Introduction
 “Revive me according to Your Word” (Psa 119:25,107,154)

Bible meditation to take priority:

— Psa 138:2b ... “God has magnified it!”
— Jn 1:1 ... “In the beginning was the Word ...”
— Mk 13:31 ... “Heaven & earth will pass away but ...”
— Mary vs. Martha (Necessary vs. Important)

One main reason why folks are not enthusiastic
enough to spend sufficient time in Bible Meditation:

They have not learnt as to how they can draw
maximum benefit from it.

“How” we hear/read is more important than
“what” we hear/read —

Lk 8:18

How to draw maximum benefit:

1. Receive it as a personal Word.
— Mt 26:21,22 ... “Lord, is it I?”

— Rev 2 & 3 (2:11,17,29; 3:6,13,22)
“He who has an ear ... Churches”

— Hos 8:12 ... “FOR him ... strange thing”

— eg) Jesus took the entire Bible personally:
Heb 10:5-7 ... “Written about ME ...”

For what? “To do Your WILL”

God’s Word is God’s Will for our personal lives.

Ask these questions about the passage —

What does this passage say
a) About me?
b) About my relationship with others?
c) About my responsibility to the world?

— Receive with “meekness” (Js 1:21)
... an attitude of submission
... a spirit of brokenness (Isa 66:1,2)

— Receive it as the very Word of God
The “faith” element (Heb 4:2)

— The attitude matters ...
eg) Capernaum vs. Nazareth (Mk 6:5,6)

— Even if you are preparing a sermon,
you must be the first beneficiary (2 Tim 2:6)

2. Ruminate the Word again and again.
ruminate = chewing the cud like goats + cows
i.e. Keep the Word in the heart

and meditate it again and again

— Mary “kept” the Word in her heart
Lk 2:19 ... What the shepherds & people said

  :50,51 ... What the Boy Jesus said

— Reading is for a limited period, 30 minutes or 1 hour;
but meditation “day & night” (Psa 1:2)

Not just delighting in the Bible —
but going on meditating it ... “AND”

— We lose the seeds when we do not meditate
Mt 13:4,19 ... Hearing, no understanding.

— The Psalmist’s experience —
Psa 119:97 ... love ... meditate all day
Keep small pocket cards for reminder.
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— Peter was “thinking” about the vision
Acts 10:19 ... Peter ... Spirit ... three men

... inward ... upward ... outward

— It’s like echoing of the Voice of God ...
Psa 62:11 ... God spoke once ... I heard twice ...

— This is where memorisation helps:
Memorisation by Meditation
Meditation by Memorisation

— Meditation is endless
Psa 119:96 ... “exceedingly broad”

3. Refer to Study Aids.
— OT & NT ... 2 lips of God to speak to us

NT concealed in the OT
OT revealed in the NT

Mt 13:52 ... “Treasure ... New & Old”
Isa 34:16 ... “Pairs” ... “SEARCH”

Reference Bibles

The Bible is the Bible’s best Commentary.
Scripture explains Scripture.

— Follow any sermon with personal research.
Acts 17:10-12 ... Even if Paul is the preacher!

This helps intelligent grasp.
Group study in homes.

— Read thro’ the Bible once in 1 or 2 year period.

— No unnecessary/unimportant passage in the Bible
2 Tim 3:16,17
“All Scripture inspired ... profitable”
4-fold profit

— Use Study Bibles like
NKJV Study Bible
ESV Study Bible
NIV Study Bible
Life Application Study Bible

Why?
Paul  Timothy  faithful men  others

(2 Tim 2:2)
Not everyone gets revelation directly like Paul.

God has given “teachers” ... for equipping (Eph 4:11-13)

Overall grasp —
Overview ... “Unlocking the Bible” by David Pawson

“Wilmington’s Guide to the Bible”

If we don’t study well,
our “cutting” (interpretation) will not be proper —

2 Tim 2:15 ... rightly dividing the Word of God

4. Reform your life according to the Bible.
— When we read the Bible,

the Bible reads us!
It’s a mirror: Js 1:23

Self-deception (vv22-24)
True liberty (v25)

It’s a scalpel: Heb 4:12,13
It punishes disobedience (v11)

— Keep looking for specific areas to obey:
eg) John the Baptist (Lk 3:10-14)

— Take its warnings seriously (Psa 19:11)

If you are careless,
“Errors” (v12)
“Secret faults” (v12)
“Presumptuous sins” (v13)
“Great transgression” (v13)



8079

— Sin will keep you away from the Bible;
the Bible will keep you away from sin.

(Psa 119:9,11; 1 Pet 2:1,2)

— The Bible is the “Word of Grace”
Acts 20:32
New every morning ... Lam 3:23
but don’t receive it in vain ... 2 Cor 6:1,2

— Experience a cleansing by the Word
Jn 17:17 ... Sanctify them by Your Word
Not condemnation
but conviction!

eg) Simon Peter vs. Judas Iscariot

— Do not postpone obedience
Every obedience gets new revelations:
“He who has, more will be given him” (Mk 4:24,25)

5. Remove all hindrances to fruitbearing.
— The Word is the Seed.

Our heart is the field.
Stones and thorns must be removed.

What are the “stones & thorns?”

a) Bad company Psa 1:1,2 — Teaching
Jer 15:16,17a — Testimony

i.e. The  ways of the world ... the pomp & show (fashions)
of the world (1 Pet 1:24,25)

b) Love of money/over-anxiety over material needs —
Mt 13:22 ... riches ... choking the Word

Divine riches don’t come to us if we are not good stewards
of earthly blessings — (Lk 16:11) ... A challenge!

Can we testify we love the Word more than gold?
(Psa 119:72) ... 1000s of kilograms of gold

Or, is it only a theory?

c) Faulty relationships
1 Pet 2:1-3 ... be gracious and kind like the Lord

In short, throw away anything that reduces
 your appetite and desire for the Bible.

6. Relate to others what you meditate.
— More the outflow more the inflow.

No stagnation
Col 3:16 ... “teaching” before “singing”
Give and it shall be given ...
I understand 50% while studying;

50% while sharing.
— Sharing is not an option, but obligation

Acts 20:20,26,27 ... house to house ...
not just preaching, but personal sharing

— Thessalonian believers (1 Thess 1:8) ... sounded forth ...

— Do not wait to become perfect (Samaritan Woman)
eg) When you return from a meeting

share your notes with your friends.
eg) Personal testimony —

Whatever I meditated in the morning,
I shared with my College Prayer Group
in the evening (1962-1968).

 Every truth we learn from the Bible is like a talent
5T & 2T ... “Faithful” servants ... Mt 25:20-23
1 Cor 4:1,2 ... “Stewards of mysteries”

 The more we learn the more we must share!
“To whom much is given ...” (Lk 12:48)
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7. Revere the Lord with all knowledge of the Word.
— Turn all knowledge to enhance your “worship”

of the Lord
Word  Worship (Psa 138:1,2)

“read the Book ... worshipped the Lord” (Neh 9:3)
“Word of Christ ... singing” (Col 3:16)

We study the “Word of God” to know the “God of the Word”

— Failure of Jewish leaders (Jn 5:39,40).
Kneeling posture while reading the Bible is helpful.

— Christ in all the Scriptures (Lk 24:27)
Genesis — Seed of the Woman
Exodus — Passover Lamb
Leviticus — Atoning Sacrifice
Numbers — Smitten Rock
Deuteronomy — Prophet
Joshua — Captain of our Salvation
Job — My Redeemer
Psalms — My Song
Proverbs — My Wisdom
Prophets — Prince of Peace
Matthew — King of Jews
Mark — Servant of Jehovah
Luke — Son of Man
John — Son of God
Acts — Lord of the Harvest
Epistles — Lord of the Church
Revelation — Lord of the Nations

The Bible is Christocentric!

 Conclusion
If we follow these steps in Bible Meditation,
the Word will accomplish its full purpose in our lives —

Isa 55:10,11 ... shall not return void

13
Christian Superlatives

Introduction
 Even though the number of believers is increasing rapidly,

most of them are “below average,” or at the maximum,
“average” in their spiritual life —

But God’s will is to go “higher” and “deeper” —
Phil 3:12-16

“Forward” (ahead) ... “Upward” (above)
v12 — What Christ does and I must do.
v15 — “God will reveal”

  i.e. We must have the inner assurance that...

 The primary reason for this “mediocrity” is the lack of
knowledge about the “Superlativeness of Christian Life.”

The Bible speaks of many spiritual superlatives;
we’ll consider 7 of them here —

1. Unapproachable Light
1 Tim 6:16

No one can see God!
But Christ has brought God into us (Jn 1:18)
We can’t approach Him

but He has “dwelt among us” (v14)
Emmanuel = God with us

Not only “with” us, but also “IN” us —
Col 1:27 ... “Christ in us the Hope of Glory”

It’s a mystery, but a miracle!
Not only Christ, but also the Father (Jn 14:23)

“We” will come and make “our” home ...



This is thro’ the Holy Spirit (2 Cor 5:5-7)

Feelings  vs. Fact of God’s Presence
Moses: “What great nation ...” (Dt 4:7)

 Not only unapproachable “light,”
But also unreachable “loftiness” —

Isa 57:15 ... high ... lofty ... revive ...
humble ... lowly ...

Not buildings but bodies —
Isa 66:1,2 ... tremble at My Word ...

Your “body” is the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 6:19).

2. Indescribable Gift
2 Cor 9:15

Renewed interest today in spiritual gifts.
But Christ is the Gift of gifts!

Rom 8:32 ... If God did not spare His Son ...

When you have Christ,
you have everything
Eph 1:3 ... with Christ all spiritual blessings
Jn 17:10 ... All Mine ... all Yours ... them

Sometimes we have the attitude of the elder son —
“not even a young goat”

But, Lk 15:29,31 ... “Son ... all that I have is yours!”

Two outstanding blessings thro’ this Gift —

a) Forgiveness of sins
Acts 13:38,39 ... what could not be done

by the Law of Moses ...
Total Justification

New Covenant: Jer 31:34c/50:20
Heb 10:15-18

Forgive and remember no more!
Similarly, forgive and cleanse (1 Jn 1:9)

Therefore, BOLDNESS (Heb 10:19) ... Throne of Grace

b) Eternal Life
Rom 6:22,23

It’s a “gift” — Even unconsciously we must not think,
we have merited it.

“By grace ... NOT of yourselves”
Eph 2:7-9 ... Exceeding riches of grace ...

by grace ...

This Eternal Life is actually a “Revelation” —
Jn 17:2,3 ... know You and Jesus Christ ...
This revelation is not by self-study,
but exclusively by Christ Himself —

 Mt 11:25-27 ... wise men ... babes

This “Salvation” had been the subject of Research
by Prophets (1 Pet 1:10,11), and curiosity by Angels (v12)

3. Incomprehensible Peace
Phil 4:6,7 ... peace that passes all understanding ...

Alongwith “grace” (gift of eternal life) comes “peace” —
eg) Greetings in Epistles

Rom 1:7; 1 Cor 1:3; Gal 1:3 ...
This peace cannot be understood by the world ...

as well as by us!

 There were many difficulties & uncertainties the Philippian
believers faced because they had no “Citizenship” rights
in Philippi. But —

The “Peace of God” because of the “God of Peace”
 (Phil 4:7,9)
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This peace is explained in —
Psa 94:17-19

Will there be no agitations then?

In the world, peace means no-war;
but in Christian life —

Jn 16:33 ... In the world, you shall have tribulation
 ... good cheer ... peace ...

We are “appointed” for affliction —
1 Thess 3:3,4 ... Do not be shaken ...

Here’s where the Tempter tries to take advantage — (v5)

That’s why, “Cast all your anxieties ... roaring lion” —
1 Pet 5:7-9

 If prayer does not bring peace, your prayer is defective —

Mere formality and no reality.
Prayer is not “discussion” with God,

but “dependence” on Him!

Away with casual and not serious prayers.

Joseph Scriven, 1819-1886,
following the death of the 1st fiancee, & then the bride,
writing to his mother —

“O what peace we often forefeit,
O what needless pain we bear ...
All because we do not carry
Everything to God in Prayer!”

See the circumstances in which the hymn was composed!

 Peace is the outcome of fellowship with God (Isa 26:3)
“PERFECT peace”

4. Inexpressible Joy
1 Pet 1:6-9 ... trials ... believing ... rejoice ...

It’s because, Christian life is one of “faith” & not of sight:
“Joy in believing” (Rom 15:13)

 That’s what Paul emphasized often —
“Rejoice IN the Lord” (Phil 4:4)

Everything else is temporary and changing.

 Prophet Habakkuk’s experience —
His life of questions —

Hab 1:2,3,13,14 ... His burden, i.e. confusion ... (v1)
“Why? ... Why? ... Why?”

  2:2 (God’s answer)
“The just shall live by FAITH” (v4)

  3:1 (Prophet’s Prayer and Song)
“Revive, O Lord!” (v2)
“Though the fig tree ...” (vv17-19)
“I’ll rejoice IN the Lord!”

He started with a “sigh” (1:1),
but ended with a “song” (3:19b  Instruments)

When you lose this joy,
you lose your efficiency/effectiveness.

That’s why,
“The joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh 8:10)

 The worldly substitute:
“Laughing Clubs”
Even in laughter ... sorrow (Prov 14:13)
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5. Unutterable Groans
Rom 8:26-30 ... the Spirit Himself ...

We are more conscious of “our” prayers than
the prayers of the “Holy Spirit.”

How do we receive things which we do not “ask” or “think?”
Because of the “power” that works in us — Eph 3:20

i.e. of the Holy Spirit

 Two Helpers in Prayer —
a) Christ advocating (Heb 7:25) (from There)
b) Holy Spirit assisting (Rom 8:26) (from here)

This intercessory ministry of the Holy Spirit “controls”
all that happens to us —

Rom 8:28
good or bad ... expected or unexpected ...

“All things for good”
v29 — To become like Jesus

All the “exceedingly great” promises are for this
purpose only — 2 Pet 1:3,4

“Unimaginable” promises!

6. Innumerable People
Rev 7:9,10 — “nations” — political/geographical

“tribes” — racial
“peoples” — ethnic
“tongues” — linguistic

Here’s a picture of the Universal Church —

How God has raised people from every Nation!

We are part of a “big” family —
Heb 12:22-24 ...

“The General Assembly (festal gathering) and the
Church of the Firstborn who are registered in Heaven!”

The Little Flock gets the Kingdom! (Lk 12:32)
Not just super-power but Supra-power!

Palm Sunday  vs.  Heavenly crowd (Rev 7:10)
Hosanna! = “Save us!” — Political “salvation” (= liberation)

 We cannot understand the L-H-B-D of God’s love
without the company of saints —

Eph 3:17-19 ... 4-D love of God

Encourage ... Exhort ... Edify one another —
Very little in this area — That’s why we’re weak.

It’s against the “Church”
that Hell cannot prevail (Mt 16:18)

 Be a cross-cultural person. Do not polarise.
(Foretaste of Heaven!)

 Never work against another member of the
Body of Christ ...

— It’s self-destruction (Gal 5:15).
— It’s madness (only an insane

person will cut himself!)
“No one hates his own flesh!” (Eph 5:29)

7. Intolerable Day
Mal 3:2

What it will be like: Zeph 1:15
— It will be worse than holocaust.
— It will be worse than tsunami.
— It will be worse than 9/11 ... “high towers” (v16)

 Twofold response:
a) What manner of holiness ...

2 Pet 3:10-12
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Not with a negative fear,
but with a positive hope (v13).
New Heaven & New Earth

b) If we neglect (to proclaim) so great a Salvation ...
Heb 2:2,3

We are called to warn the world of an impending
judgment. Join the move of the Holy Spirit ...

— to convict the world of “Sin”
(Jn 16:8-10) “Righteousness”

“Judgment”
— to call sinners ...

(Rev 22:17) “The Spirit & Bride ... Come!”

Both these combined in —

2 Cor 5:10,11... Judgment Seat...
Persuade men ...

1 Pet 4:17 ... Judgment ... House of God
 ... Obey not the Gospel
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14
The Unique Aspects of Christian Life

Introduction

Jesus: “One thing is needful” (Lk 10:42)
Paul: “One thing I do” (Phil 3:13)

To keep right focus.

 Christ is unique:

Song of Solomon 5:8-16

10 things: complexion, head, eyes, cheeks, lips, hands,
body, legs, face, mouth ... altogether lovely!

Jesus: “I am THE Way, THE Truth, THE Life, THE Door,
THE Bread, etc.,”

“No one like the God of Shadrach, Meshak ...” (Dan 3:29)

 A Christian is second to none —
Balaam: “No people like them” (Num 23:9,10,23,24)
Pharoah about Joseph: “Can we find such a man like this

who has the Spirit of God?” (Gen 41:38)
 There are atleast 10 unique things of Christian Life —

1. We have the answer to the
Question of Questions.

We have the answer to —
“What must I do to be saved?”
 Acts 16:30,31 ... “Believe!”

Not only to get saved initially,
but also to be saved finally.

i.e. beginning to end — Believe ... Believe ...
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Faith in the Person of Christ.
“The” sin unto death — Unbelief (idolatry)
Sin of sins (1 Jn 5:16,20,21)

2. We have the
Revelation of Revelations.

Mt 16:16-18 ... Christ the Son of the Living God
Any other revelation is surrounding this
central revelation.

The very purpose of the Scripture —
Jn 20:31 ... Jesus is Christ the Son of God

eg) Emmaus disciples (Lk 24:27)

To know “HIM” more and more —
The Pursuit of pursuits ... Phil 3:8,10

Everything counted dung just for that!

3. We have received the
Gift of Gifts.

Rom 8:32 ... If God spared not His Son ...?
When He becomes ours, all of His becomes ours too!

The other gifts are only “because of” Him (Eph 4:7,8)
eg) Jewel vs. Jewel box

The handle comes with the cup!
Every Christian is gifted — with God’s Son!

Not just healing, but the Healer!
Not just salvation, but the Saviour!

Jn 7:37-39 — Beware of a Christless Pentecost!

4. We are blessed with the
Privilege of Privileges.

Dt 4:8 ... My statutes, judgments, law
Rom 3:1,2 ... Chief advantage: Word of God

eg) Peter: “To whom shall we go? You have the Words”
(Jn 6:66-68)

The Responsibility along with the Privilege!

What is the Bible?
— God’s very Word!
— They are “spirit & life” (v63)
— No revision — Cannot be updated; up-to-date
— Eternal but visible (Mk 13:31)

5. We can obey the
Commandment of Commandments.

Religions are burdensome;
but the yoke of Christ is easy (Mt 11:28-30)

The Commandment of Love (Mt 22:35-40)
This Commandment makes other commandments easy!
eg) The first 4 and the next 6 of the 10 Commandments

(Ex 20:1-17)
If this is left out, we will be caught up in legalism,
with all rules and regulations.
If we love Him, we will keep His commandments;
and they are not burdensome! (1 Jn 5:3)

Thou shalt not ... Thou shalt not ... (Ex 20)
The “not”s become “knots!”

6. We can overcome the
Struggle of Struggles.

Rom 7:13-24
i.e. spirit vs. flesh

This is never over.
Failure here means failure everywhere.
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Prov 25:28 — No rule over spirit ...
city without walls

        16:32 — He who rules his spirit is better
than the conqueror of a city.

Daily recknoning of death on the Cross and
claiming the power of resurrection (Rom 6:11-14).

This victory is not possible any other way.
Christians are the only victorious people (Rom 7:24,25)

7. We are given the
Promise of Promises.

Each sect & religion makes promises to its followers;
but the Biblical promise —

2 Pet 1:3,4 ... divine nature ...
1 Jn 3:1,2 ... we shall be like Him

Keep claiming it regularly.
ALL things work together for that (Rom 8:28,29)

8. We can experience the
Joy of Joys.

Isa 56:7 ... Spending time with God (Psa 27:4).

Prov 8:30,31 ... Christ in the Pre-creation period

Other things leave us dry after a short time of enjoyment.

Even too much of honey will make you vomit;
but not the Presence of God —
“In His Presence there is fullness of joy”

Psa 16:11; 21:6

9. We are assigned the
Task of Tasks.

Lk 4:43 — “I must preach in other cities also ...
FOR THIS PURPOSE ...”

Telling folks how to escape hell and enter Heaven.

The “Great” Commission
Not just a Commandment.
We are “commissioned” officers!

1 Tim 1:15 ... The supreme purpose of
Christ’s coming

The very Name: “Jesus” — He shall save people (Mt 1:21)

This task of evangelism more important than
anything else  ... (Acts 1:7,8)

What a privilege to be COWORKERS with God!
(1 Cor 3:9) ... God’s Colleagues!

How youngsters boast of working
for some Multinational Companies!

10. We will have the fulfillment of the
Desire of Desires (Hope of Hopes).

First Coming: Lk 2:28-32 (Simeon)
Second Coming: Hagg 2:6,7

“The Desire of All Nations!”

The last prayer in the Bible —
“Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20)

 Conclusion
When Christ comes back,

1. QUESTION —
Man will no more be asking questions,

he would have met Him as the Judge.
2. REVELATION —

Our own eyes shall see Him in all His glory,
and no more partial revelation.
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3. GIFT —
We will be seated in the Throne with Him

inheriting all things.
4. PRIVILEGE —

The mysteries of the Word will be fully understood,
and knowledge perfected.

5. COMMANDMENT —
We will love and serve Him forever and ever

without any distraction.
6. STRUGGLE —

All our struggles would be over
as the Accuser would have been cast down.

7. PROMISE —
We shall be like Him, without any spot or wrinkle.

8. JOY —
We shall be with Him, married to Him in eternal union.

9. TASK —
Every knee shall bow, tongue confess,

and all nations serving Him.
The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord!

15
Good, Acceptable & Faithful Sayings

Introduction
 When a truth had to be emphasized,

Jesus used the words: “Verily, verily I say to you”
Similarly Paul used the phrase —

“This is good and acceptable before God” or,
“This is a faithful saying worthy of all acceptance”

Paul was very personal and practical in his letters
to Timothy and Titus.

Seven places where he used this phrase in these Epistles—

(1) 1 Timothy 1:15 ... PERSONAL SALVATION

 A mental acceptance of historical facts not sufficient.

 Not generally as “our” Saviour, but “my” Saviour.

 An inner assurance a must —
Granted by the Holy Spirit (Rom 8:16; Eph 4:30)

 Paul was a blameless law-keeper (Phil 3:4-7),
but he confesses, “I am the chief of all sinners” (1 Tim 1:15)

 John Wesley: “I went to save Red Indians;
but who will save me?”

(2) 1 Timothy 4:9 ... SPIRITUAL DISCIPLINES (vv7b-9)

Daily jogging and exercises have become a way of life today.

 Daily Bread
Man shall not live by bread alone (Jesus) ... (Mt 4:4)
Desire the sincere milk (Peter) ... (1 Pet 2:2)
Your word is honey (Psalmist) ... (Psa 19:10; 119:103)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



9897

 Daily Prayer
“Give us this day ...” (Mt 6:11)
Early morning prayer habits of Jesus (Mk 1:35).
Sufficient time, unhurriedly (Isa 40:31).

 Weekly Fasting
OT + NT saints (Moses, Nehemiah, Daniel, Paul)
Church history (Praying Hyde, Rees Howells)
Spiritual warfare (Mt 17:20,21)

 Periodic self-examination
a) “You have (already) searched me” (Psa 139:1-4)
b) “Search me, O God (again)” (vv23,24)

(3) 1 Timothy 5:4 ... GODLY HOME
 “Piety at home”

 God’s basic unit —
Devil’s primary target.
Spirit-filled life = An exemplary family life

(Eph 5:18-21,22 ...)
Relationships —

 Husband & Wife
Parents & Children

 Quality time with the family members
 Family Altar

(The order: God first, Family next, Work third)
(1 Tim 3:4,5)

(4) 1 Timothy 3:1 ... SINCERE WORK

Whatever be the calling ...
eg) Servants ... 1 Tim 6:1; Col 3:22-24
eg) Daniel (Dan 6:3,4)

 First, sincerety; then, skill (Psa 78:72)
Be faithful even in “small things”

(5) 1 Timothy 2:3 ... CHRISTIAN MISSION  (vv1-7)

 Praying for every Country.
Praying for every State.

eg) William Carey kept a World Map
 and prayed regularly for each country.

 Pray for — More workers in the field
— Problems in the work
— New converts
— Suffering saints
— Opposers (Stephen prayed; Saul saved)

 Share the Gospel in all possible ways.
 Support missionary work.

(6) 2 Timothy 2:11,12 ... PATIENT ENDURANCE

 God has one Son without sin,
but no son without scars!

“Don’t think your problem is unique”
— I murmured for a pair of shoes

until I saw a man without feet!
 Beware of the Prosperity Gospel —

Eccl 7:14; 11:7,8 ... prosperity ... adversity ...
 Have a mind to suffer.

Don’t try to escape suffering, but enlist in suffering.
The sanctifying value of suffering —
Heb 12:11-13 ... fruit of righteousness ...

 Bear the Cross, Wear the Crown!
 God’s Rainbow seen thro’ our tears.
 Be anxious for nothing, but ... the PEACE OF GOD ...

(Phil 4:6,7)
Don’t waste your sorrows!
Every time there comes a crisis in my life,
I go deeper and higher and experience a new dimension.



10099

(7) Titus 3:8 ... GOOD WORKS

 Let your light so shine before men ... (Mt 5:14-16)
— Home
— City
— World

 Saved for works (Eph 2:8,9)

 Meet the urgent (immediate) needs of people (Tit 3:14)
Js 2:14-17

 Help your enemies also — Mt 5:16; 43-45

 Helping the helpless is done to Jesus Himself —
Eternal rewards (Mt 25:31-40)

 Conclusion
The “good ... acceptable ... faithful” sayings,
if obeyed, will bless us with a Life of Rainbow —

1. Personal Salvation
2. Spiritual Disciplines
3. Godly Home
4. Sincere Work
5. Christian Mission
6. Patient Endurance
7. Good Works

Such a life will be truly attractive!

16
Vision

Introduction
 Where there’s no vision,

people perish = “lose restraint” (Prov 29:18)

Dictionary meaning of “vision” —
Unusual competence in discernment or
perception/Intelligent foresight/Seeing
as if with supernatural eyes/Mental image

 There was no vision or revelation in the days of Eli
(1 Sam 3:1) — vv2,3 ...

Eli’s eyes dim. The lamp went out.
2:17 ... God’s name dishonoured.
2:22 ... People went astray.

No reverence for sacrifice, etc.

 The backslidden Zion had no “vision” (Lam 2:9)

Vision can vary from individual to individual;
but, basically we must have a five-fold vision
and get it focussed (better & better ... sharper & sharper).

When a person is blind, we cannot talk about short sight
or distant vision!

1. A Vision of the Holiness of God & our nothingness
The greatest discovery is the discovery of oneself.
Most of our problems are because we don’t know ourselves.
We live on assumptions.

This Vision is actually the other side of the Vision
of the All-holy God.

 Isaiah (Isa 6:1-5)
Holy Holy Holy ... I am a man of unclean lips.
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 Job (Job 42:5,6)
Earlier I have heard ... but now I see You
... I abhor myself

 Peter (Lk 5:8)
Miracle catch of fish ... “Depart from me,

for I am a sinful man, O Lord!”
 Paul (Phil 3:8-11)

Christ’s excellencies vs. Paul’s emptiness
All my credentials are nothing but dung
before the excellency of Christ.

God’s awesomeness & our awfulness or awkwardness!

 God uses CRISES to give us this vision.

— Recollect instances when you broke before God
at His miracles/revelation.

— Blessed are those who “mourn” (Mt 5:4).
Not physical problems but spiritual condition (v3)

— High and Lofty ... revive humble and low  (Isa 57:15)

2. A Vision of the Exalted Christ & our position in Him
It’s one thing to “have” all ...
It’s another thing to “know” what we have.

 Paul’s prayer for Ephesian believers (Eph 1:17-21)
— What God worked in Christ (1:20);

What God worked in us (2:1,4-6)

The greatest mystery of Christian life —
“CHRIST IN US!”

Col 1:26,27 ... the hope of glory ...

Study all the passages in the NT Epistles relating to —
“IN CHRIST”

An Exchanged life = Christ IN US ... State (Col 2:9,10) vs.
   We IN HIM ... Standing (Col 1:28)

 “My people are destroyed because of lack of knowledge”
 from the Word (Hos 4:6) — Captivity (Isa 5:13)

“You shall know the Truth” (= Christ),
 and the Truth shall make you free” (Jn 8:30-32)

Jesus told this not to unbelievers.

eg) Peter was freed in prison
 but he didn’t know it (Acts 12:6-11)

 Prayerful & painstaking study of God’s Word is the answer.
— especially the NT Epistles.

3. A Vision of the Church
& our privilege to be its members

Church = No saint outside
No sinner inside

This vision becomes clear in actual functioning —
Five important Principles in 1 Cor 12 —

 Principle of Induction (vv12,13)
— Not we but the Holy Spirit put us in.

“You have not chosen Me but ...” (Jn 15:16)
“BUT GOD ...” (Eph 2:4-9) — No boasting

 Principle of Indiscrimination (vv14-20)
— No special class — All are kings & priests

God has no favourites/pets.
Recognize the members of various sections of the Body.
Beware of exclusivism ... All Churches (Rev 2 & 3)

 Principle of Interdependence (vv20,21)
— Operation in cooperation

(As against the spirit of the age)
eg) 2 Sam 10:9-12 (One’s strength, other’s weakness)



 Principle of Indispensability (vv22-24)

— We are indispensable to each other, not to God.

 Principle of Identification (vv26,27)

— Involvement in other’s joys & sorrows (Rom 12:15)

Christ is coming back for the “Church” to marry her.

We may build organisations, universities, orphanages, etc.,
but they are all peripherals to building the Church —

“I will build My Church” (Mt 16:18)

4. A Vision of the lost world
& our responsibility to reach it

 Paul calls it “the heavenly vision”
before King Agrippa (Acts 26:16-19)

— Following Christ’s blueprint (Acts 1:8 vs. Acts 26:20)

 Isaiah’s heavenly vision included a missionary call —
Vision begets Mission!

“Earth filled with the glory ... who will go?” (Isa 6:3,8)

We are so disturbed over the possibility of a World War.
Think of the missionaries in hostile places

under constant threat.
Easy to lose the missionary vision ...

— Keep in touch with active missionary organisations.
Not many are mission-minded (Phil 4:15)

— Read Missions’ Newsletters.
Pray regularly for the missionaries (Eph 6:19,20)

— Visit mission stations/fields —
Jesus: “... lift up your eyes and look ...”
Jn 4:35 (vv30,39)

William Booth (1829-1912): “We all need a vision of hell!”

Jesus preached more about hell than about Heaven.

AD 2015 over! — Extended period of grace.

5. A Vision of the New Heaven and New Earth
& our eternal living over there

Unless we have this Vision, we will perish in our trials
(Rom 8:18)

Peter: We look forward to NHNE where dwells
“righteousness” — 2 Pet 3:13

Are we too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use,
or too earthly-minded to be of any heavenly use?

(Phil 3:18-21) — our citizenship

“Maranatha” — The Word of Greeting (1 Cor 16:22)

 Conclusion
 It is necessary that our Vision does not grow dim

in any of these five aspects but stay bright in all.
Be balanced.

Blind man of Bethsaida —
First Touch  Second Touch (Mk 8:24)

 Characteristics of a God-given Vision —
a) It sees the invisible.

2 Cor 4:18 ... seen vs. unseen
eg) Heb 11:27 ... By faith

— Sustained by hope
— Sparked by imagination

b) It sees the total picture.
A Japanese Pastor —

“I used to see my Church which is in the world;
now I see the world in which God has placed
my Church.”
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c) It sees the final outcome.
eg) Isa 6:3 ... The whole earth full of glory ...

But “people of unclean lips” (v5)
dull hearts, heavy ears, etc (vv9,10)

 We need a “second” touch;
and if necessary, a “third” touch also!

 The Path of the Righteous gets “brighter & brighter”
Prov 4:18

(Study the Outline 84 also.)

17

106105

Blessedness
Introduction

 Blessing vs. Blessedness

“Blessing” — What we receive — Gift
“Blessed” — What we become — Condition/State

Similarly, Healing vs. Health

— Many Bible texts begin with the word, “Blessed.”
— We are familiar with the Beatitudes.
— Interestingly 5 of the 150 Psalms begin with “Blessed.”

Each of them emphasizes one aspect of blessedness —

1) Psalm 1 — “Blessed...”

Psa 1:1 ... What a beginning for a 150-chapter book!
“Separation from the world”

An important Bible doctrine rarely preached —
God : Creation ... Gen 1:4
Jesus : Jn 15:18,19 ... Not of this world
Apostles : Acts 2:40 ... Save yourselves ...
Paul : 2 Cor 6:17,18 ... Come out ... Father ...
James : Js 1:27 ... Pure religion ...

4:4,5 ... Adulterers ... Adulteresses ...

Was not Jesus a Friend of Sinners?
Yes, but He kept Himself separated —

   Heb 7:26

God put the Church in the world;
but the devil put the world into the Church!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Early Church : The world was afraid of the Church.
Today : The Church is afraid of the world.
Beware of the fashions and lusts of the world!

2) Psalm 32:1,2 — “Blessed...”
“Reconciliation with God”

“Forgiveness” — the most beautiful word.
Nothing like the joy of forgiveness —

1 Jn 1:4 ... that your joy may be full.
 :7-9 ... walk in light ... confess sins ...

If we cover our sins, God uncovers them.
If we uncover them, He covers them.

God’s forgiveness is thorough and complete —

4 dimensions: Depth of the Sea (Mic 7:19)
Clouds of the Sky (Isa 44:22)
Behind back (Isa 38:17)
East from West (Psa 103:12)

The Depth, Height, Length & Breadth!

Nothing more serious than living with guilt.

Sing: Rolled away, Rolled away
The burden of my sins rolled away

Devil — condemns
Holy Spirit — convicts

No sin too great to be washed by the Blood of Jesus.
“Though your sins ...” (Isa 1:18)

snow ... wool ... stain

May be you have already come to Christ —
Are there sins that disturb your fellowship with God?

3) Psalm 41:1,2 — “Blessed ...”
“Compassion on the poor”

The doctrine of charity not sufficiently taught —
— The first aspect of “true” religion

Js 1:27 ... fatherless ... widows ...

— The first practical instruction of John
Lk 3:10,11 ... axe ... fruits ... 2 dresses ...

— The attestation of Messianic ministry
“The poor have the gospel” (Mt 11:5)

— The first confession of Zacchaeus
“half to the poor” (Lk 19:8)

— The first offering of the first Christians was to the poor.
“They sold... distributed... needy...” (Acts 2:44,45)

How about another tithe?

4) Psalm 119:1,2 (112:1)  — “Blessed ...”
“Meditation & application of the Word of God”

Most of the 176 verses of Psalm 119 speaks about the Word.

— How many copies of the Bible sold or read?
Biblical illiteracy in Churches

— How much time each day with the Bible?

— No limit of enjoyment
(Psa 119:96,97) ... exceedingly broad ...

— Early morning, before alarm rings —
(Psa 119:147,148) ... before the dawn ...

— Parents & Children
“I will forget your children” (Hos 4:6b)
“Considered them strange” (      8:12)
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5) Psalm 128:1-4 — “Blessed ...”
“Consecration in family life”

— God’s serious view of family oneness
Mal 4:5,6 ... curse

This was the ministry of John the Baptist —
Fathers ø Children

— Jesus : “When you enter a house, first say, Peace!”
(Lk 10:5)

— Spouses : Love, Obedience, Faithfulness,
Mutual submission (Eph 5:22-33)

— Parents & Children (Eph 6:1-4)
Discipline ... spend quality time with them
Teach them ...

eg) Abraham (Gen 18:17-19)
Restore the Family Altar.

 Conclusion
True blessedness is Separation from the world,
Reconciliation with God, Compassion on the poor,
Meditation and Application of God’s Word, and
Consecration in family life.

Such a “blessed” man will be a “blessing” to others.

18
The Trinitarian God

(An analytical study of 1 Peter)

Introduction

a) Worship God for His character (2:5,9)

b) Walk according to His character (2:11,12)

A) The Father

1. Impartial Father (1:17)
— Reverential conduct

2. Longsuffering God (3:20)
— Obedience

3. Faithful Creator (4:19)
— Commitment in suffering

4. Mighty God (5:6)
— Carefreeness & Humility

B) The Son

1. Spotless Lamb (1:19)
— Holy walk (vv20-22)

2. Gracious Lord (2:3)
— Love for the Word & saints (vv1,2)

3. Chief Shepherd (5:4/2:25)
— Spirit of service

4. Sovereign Christ (4:11)
— Glorifying God
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C) The Holy Spirit

1. Heaven-sent Spirit (1:12)
— Sobriety & Expectation (v13)

2. Glorious Spirit (4:14)
— Joy in Suffering (vv12,13)

 Conclusion
The Bible abounds with so many characteristics of God.
Each of them inspires us to worship Him and walk before
Him accordingly. That’s the meaning of 2 Corinthians
3:18—

“We all, with unveiled face, beholding as in a
mirror the glory of the Lord, are being
transformed into the same image from glory
to glory, just as by the Spirit of the Lord.”

19
 God & Us

Introduction
The God of the Bible is a “personal” God.
He is a God of “relationship” with us.
This relationship today may look abstract; but it’s real.
God’s relationship with us is 7-fold
as the following outline shows —

1. God AMONG us
Jn 1:14 ... The Word became flesh and dwelt among us
2 Cor 6:16 ... I will walk among them ...

I will be their God ... My people
Blessings: Incarnation, Identification

2. God WITH us
Mt 1:23 ... His name Immanuel ... God with us
Jn 14:16 ... Another Helper ... abide with you forever

16:13 ... He will guide you into all truth
Blessings: Companionship, Guidance

3. God IN us
1 Cor 6:19,20 ...Temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you

... glorify God in your body ... spirit
Rom 8:9,10 ... Spirit of God dwells in you ...

Christ is in you ... righteousness ...
Col 1:27,28 ...  Christ in you ... perfect in Christ Jesus

Blessings: Sanctification, Transformation

4. God FOR us
Rom 8:31,35 ... If God is for us, who can be against us?

  ... tribulation, distress, persecution, peril

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1 Jn 2:1 ... We have an Advocate with the Father ...
Rom 8:34 ... Who condemns? ...

Christ makes intercession for us
Blessings: Protection, Advocacy

5. God UPON us
Acts 1:8 ... Power ... Holy Spirit comes upon you ...

My witnesses
19:6 ... Holy Spirit came on them ...

spoke in tongues and prophesied
Lk  2:25 ... Consolation of Israel ...

Holy Spirit was upon Simeon ...
Blessings: Power, Ministry

6. God BEYOND us
1 Tim 6:16 ... dwelling in unapproachable light
Rom 11:33 ... depth ... unsearchable ... His judgments ...

  His ways ...
Mt 6:1,6,18 ... Father in heaven ... in secret

Blessings: Awesomeness, Hiddenness, Mysteries

7. God TOWARD us
1 Thess 1:10 ... wait for His son from heaven
Rev 22:7,12,20 ... I am coming quickly ...

    My reward for everyone ...
   Come, Lord Jesus!

Blessings: Return of Christ, Rewards, Eternal Union

 Conclusion
Worship becomes more meaningful
with the understanding of this 7-fold relationship.
A Rainbow Relationship!
This is wholesome worship with heart,
soul, mind and strength.

20
Liberty in Christ

 The entire Book of Galatians deals
with the subject of liberty.

There are 5 important references to Liberty in this Epistle,
one in each of the Chapters, except the 6th one
which is very much a continuation of Chapter 5.

(1) Galatians 1:4
Deliverance from this present evil world

unto God’s eternal good will.

Or, “LIFE IN THE WILL OF GOD, OUR FATHER”

 The importance of doing God’s will cannot
be overemphasized —

eg) Jesus’ life:
— Conclusion of His Sermon on the Mount (Mt 7:21)
— Inclusion in His Model Prayer (Lk 11:2)
— Essence of His Prayer in Gethsamane (Lk 22:42)

 In all these three places,
note the reference to the “FATHER,” meaning —

It is not a duty of legalism (or bondage)
but a delight of liberty!

See Eph 1:5,9 (good pleasure of His will)
Also Col 1:9-11 ... His will ... our walk ...

Obedience to God’s will gives us real joy, liberty & rest —
eg) Rom 15:32 — Joy

1 Pet 2:15,16 — Liberty
 4:1,2 — Rest
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That’s why David says,
“I delight to do Your will” (Psa 40:8)

 We have heard Sermons on
“How to find God’s will”

Let’s see
“How we miss God’s will”

a) Enjoying the company of the worldly folks
Psa 1:1,6 ... ungodly ... sinners ... scornful ...
Js 4:4 ... friendship of the world ...

b) Loving the things of the world
(Being materialistic-minded)

1 Jn 2:15-17 ... love of the Father ...

c) Being absolutely self-confident about the future
Js 4:13-16 ... “If it is God’s will ...”

A life of liberty in Christ —
a) Loves the company of saints
b) Despises the riches of this world
c) Trusts totally on the Lord with the

“most blessed hope”
(2) Galatians 2:4

Liberty in Christ Jesus

Or, “LIFE IN THE SON OF GOD”
as explained in vv20,21

Explanation of this kind of life (from Romans 6)

 “I am crucified with Christ”
See Rom 6:6,7
This is not a “feeling”

but a “fact” — “knowing this” (v6)

 “Nevertheless I live”
Rom 6:8 ... living with Him ...
This again is not a “feeling”

but “faith” — “believe ...” (v8)

 “Yet not I, but Christ lives in me”
Rom 6:9-11

i.e) “Christ lives unto God” (v10)
“I live unto God thro’ Christ” (v11)
This means,
“Christ lives in me unto God.”
This is the NOT-I-BUT-CHRIST experience!

 “The life which I now live in the flesh,
I live by the faith of the Son of God”
Rom 6:12-14

“Faith” here is believing that the Son of God
is living in me.

“Living” here is simply yielding (v13).

We yield  ... He uses.
We hand over ... He operates.

All “under grace”

Summarising,
There are five “I”s in Gal 2:20 ...

First “I” = Old man crucified
Second “I” = New man alive
Third “I” = Christ lives out the new man.
Fourth “I” = New man in the flesh
Fifth “I” = New man yields to Christ.

Yes, life in the Son of God is the true free life,
as Jesus said: “If the Son shall make you free, ...” (Jn 8:36)
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(3) Galatians 3:13,14
Redeemed from the Curse of the Law
unto the Blessing of Promise.

Or, “LIFE IN THE PROMISES OF GOD”

The Scriptures speak of two outstanding promises of God—

a) Promise of the Gift of Christ (vv16,22)
b) Promise of the Gift of the Spirit (vv2,14)

These two can be called the “Two Parallel Gifts of God.”

And the essential blessing of both these Gifts is
“COMFORT” or “HELP.”

— Jn 14:16 ... Another Helper
— Phil 2:1 ... Consolation in Christ

Let’s compare their ministries of “HELP” to us —

Jesus Christ Holy Spirit

1) Helper for Salvation Helper for Sanctification
(Heb 2:10; 5:9) (2 Thess 2:13; 1 Pet 1:22)

2) Helper to “death unto sin” Helper to “life unto
(Rom 8:10a) righteousness”

Referring to body (Rom 8:10b)

3) Helper for “inflow” Helper for “outflow”
(Jn 7:37) (Jn 7:38,39)

4) Helper for “authority” Helper for “power”
(Jn 1:12) (Acts 1:8)

In the Name of Jesus ...

5) Helper for “administration” Helper for “gifts”
(1 Cor 12:5; Eph 4:11) (1 Cor 12:4,7-11)

6) Helper in Heaven (1 Jn 2:1) Helper on Earth (Rom 8:26,27)

Acknowledging,
Believing, and

Confessing these promises
Daily keeps us in a glorious liberty in life!

(4) Galatians 4:5,7
Redemption from servanthood unto sonship.
Or, “LIFE IN THE FAMILY OF GOD”

Life in God’s family means: (Lessons from Chapter 4) —

a) A life of “Release”
i.e. from the “elements of this world”

vv3-5 ... to redeem ... adoption as sons ...
vv9,10 ... bondage ...

Observance of days, months, etc.,
brings certain restrictions on us.

eg) Jewish Sabbath
Forbidden food

But now, it is only a personal persuasion
(Rom 14:5-8)
Tremendous freedom!

b) A life of “Relationship”
vv6-7
“Abba” ... A word of love
“Father” ... An acknowledgement of relationship

Slaves were forbidden to address the head of the family
as “Abba.”

The word “Abba” occurs in two other places —
Mk 14:36 — Gethsemane
Rom 8:15 (vv16-18) — Spirit of adoption
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In both these places, the context is suffering (anguish).
See Heb 12:5-8 ... chastisement by the Father

c) A life of “Restfulness” and “Rejoicing”
vv22,23 ... bond-woman ... free-woman
vv27,28 ... rejoice ... shout ...

Abraham brought forth Ishmael in his physical strength;
but Isaac, when he began to rest, relax and retire!

We must learn to REST
before we can learn to WORK.

eg) God gave Adam first REST and then WORK (Gen 1,2).

He enjoyed a vacation
before his vocation.

What a life under the hands of a loving Father
and on the lap of a free mother! (v26)

(5) Galatians 5:1,13,16
Liberty from the flesh into the Spirit.
Or, “LIFE IN THE SPIRIT OF GOD”

Living in the Spirit means
walking in the Spirit (v25), which means

being led of the Spirit (v18).

Flesh  “works”  labour, strain, etc.
Spirit  “fruit”  simply “borne!”

Verse 14 is impossible to fulfil in our own strength.
(i.e. loving others as ourselves)

Then, how to fulfil it?
Answer: vv22,23

Yes, it is neither by might
  nor by power
  but by God’s Spirit!

Life in the Spirit is a life of “LOVE” with one another.

See vv22,23 Love
Peace
Patience
Gentleness
Goodness
Meekness

i.e. 6 out of 9 (two thirds)

A practical example (6:1,2) ... caught in a fault ...

 Conclusion
A life of liberty in Christ means —

1. Life in the Will of God our Father
2. Life in the Son of God
3. Life in the Promises of God
4. Life in the Family of God
5. Life in the Spirit of God

“Stand fast in the liberty by which
Christ has made us free, and do not be entangled again
with a yoke of bondage” (Gal 5:1)

Here lies the difference between the life
under the “Law” and the life under “Grace!”

(Study the Outline 21 also.)
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21

Because He descended and ascended ...

Introduction

 The life of Christ:
4 major events

Incarnation — from Heaven to Earth
Crucifixion — from Earth to Hades
Resurrection — from Hades to Earth
Ascension — from Earth to Heaven

Historic Events to be reflected in our personal experiences!

 Teaching of the NT Epistles —
To identify with Christ ...
Crucified ... buried ... risen ... seated with Him

(Rom 6:3-6; Eph 2:6)

All spiritual blessings are because of this identification —
Eph 1:3

Prophecy: Psa 68:18,19 ... ascended ... gifts ... dwell ...
“daily benefits”

The primary benefit is LIBERTY.
i.e SALVATION (vv19,20)
Eph 4:8 ... captivity captive ...

“Captives of Satan become captives of Christ!”
This is a military language!
That’s why Christ is called the “Captain of our Salvation”

(Heb 2:10)

Seven Facets of Liberty thro’ Christ —
1. Liberation from Carnalism

 Since Christ suffered in flesh ...
no longer to live in flesh ... lusts ...

1 Pet 4:1,2,3,4
No more licentiousness .. lusts ... (v3)

Under grace (Rom 6:14)
— No more slavery to sin! (vv6,7)

eg) Baptism — What it symbolizes ... Rom 6:3-6
 Noah — saved from a world sold to carnality & corruption

(1 Pet 3:20-22)

 Death of Christ — From penalty of sin (Past) (Rom 6:23)
Resurrection — From power of sin (Present)

“If Christ not risen, still in SIN” (1 Cor 15:3,17)
Return — From presence of sin (future) (Heb 9:27,28)

 Christ’s farewell address in Heaven:
“a body ...” (Heb 10:5-7)

He kept it pure & presented it to His Father on the Cross.
Similarly our bodies a living sacrifice — Rom 12:1,2

Unlike an animal or bird that’s killed.
What does this mean?

A renewed and transformed thinking in line with
God’s will (Rom 12:2)

Similar to Christ ... “To do Your will” (Heb 10:7)

2. Liberation from Materialism
 When Paul met the Risen Christ on the Road ...

“God forbid ... glory except in Cross”
Gal 6:14
“The WORLD is crucified”
 to me & to it 



Paul’s tears for the enemies of the “Cross” —
Phil 3:18,19   (Preachers)

 When “spiritual” blessings satisfy us,
“material”  blessings don’t allure us — Col 3:1-3

eg) Abraham —
booty of King of Sodom

vs.
bread of King of Salem (Gen 14:18-23)

 The Health & Wealth Gospel — most popular
Jesus spoke against it —

Jn 6:58-66 ... Heavenly manna ... Earthly bread
(vv60,66) Many left Him ... Do you also want to go?
(v68) Peter ... “Words of eternal life”

It is in this context Jesus called Judas a devil —
(money-mindedness ... vv67-71)

 Sadducees in the Church (Acts 23:8)
“No faith in resurrection, angel or spirit”
That’s why they are “Sad—you—see!”

Most pitiable (1 Cor 15:19,20)
“beasts” (v32)

3. Liberation from Ritualism
 The death of Christ rang the deathbell to ritualistic

religion —
“veil ... torn from top to bottom” (Mt 27:51)

Therefore,
— No special place ... “wherever two or three”

Jn 4:20,21,23 / Acts 7:47-49
Temple  House to House (living stones)

— No special person ... “whoever”
Priests (1 Pet 2:5,9)

 Don’t stitch back the veil —
Decorated altars
Burning of candles/incense
Bowing before Crosses/Crucifixes
Special dresses for clergy ...

These are all “dead works” —
Christ’s blood cleanses us from these (Heb 9:14)

 Implications —

a) Throne of Grace open for all —

No Mediator
R.C. — Mary who brought Jesus to us!
Protestants — Preachers who bring us to Jesus!

Jesus entered there FOR us!
He is able to save us to the uttermost ... (Heb 7:25-27)

b) Lord’s Supper — No ritualistic flavour
No ceremonial importance

Just to “REMEMBER” Him! (1 Cor 11:25)

c) Food ... Drink ... Festivals ...
Rom 14:5,6,9

Shadows vs. Substance
Rituals vs. Reality

4. Liberation from Legalism
 “Christ is the END of the Law” (Rom 10:4)

Law x Righteousness of faith ...
(vv6,7) ... “who will ascend ... descend ...?”

i.e. You don’t need to DO it;
Christ has already DONE it!
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Redeemed us from the CURSE of the law by becoming
a CURSE for us (Gal 3:13)

Handwriting wiped out ... nailed to the Cross (Col 2:14)

Christ crucified but resurrected ...
Law crucified never to be resurrected ...

The New Covenant not added to the Old;
The New Covenant annulled the Old!

 Paul’s legalism thrown away for knowing the “power of
resurrection” and “fellowship of suffering” (Phil 3:4-10)

i.e. FIRST — Resurrection power
 NEXT — Fellowship of suffering

i.e Power to endure suffering!

Read Romans & Galatians again and again.
Otherwise your “liberty” in Christ will be secretly
stolen by false teachers —

Gal 2:4 ... “secretly to spy our liberty”

eg) Special days ... Individual discretion
Special diet ... Individual discretion

“Who are you to judge ... It’s Christ who rose!”
 (Rom 14:1-10)

Even fasting/tithing ... New wine ...  bottles (Mk 2:18-22)

5. Liberation from Defeatism
 The defeatist mentality of Peter and the other disciples

disappeared when they received the Ascension Gift,
the Holy Spirit —

Acts 2:32,33/4:10,13 ... boldness ...

If Jesus had not ascended,
the Spirit wouldn’t have descended —

Jn 16:7 ... “It is to your advantage I go away”

 Ministerial gifts from the Ascended Lord —
Eph 4:8-12 ... apostles ... prophets ...

Gifts for “everyone” —
Rom 12:4-6 ... gifts of grace ...

 “All authority ... Go therefore ...” Mt 28:18,19

The gates of Hades could not stop the disciples’
enthusiasm —

They went and preached everywhere! (Mk 16:20)
“If Christ is not risen, our preaching is in vain!”

They kept challenging —
“O Hades, where is your victory?” (1 Cor 15:55)

“Therefore ... immovable ... always abounding ...
your labour is not in vain” (v58)

Sing: Onward Christian soldiers! Marching as to war!
With the Cross of Jesus — going on before!
Christ the Royal Master leads against the foe;
Forward into battle, see His banners go!

6. Liberation from Factionalism
 Because of Christ’s descent & ascent,

no Jew ... nor Greek ... (Col 3:1,11)
Jew or Greek — Racial
Circumcised or uncircumcised — Ceremonial
Barbarian or civilized — Educational
Slave or free — Social

eg) The two diametrically opposite groups —
Jews & Gentiles

“... middle wall of partition broken down”
Eph 2:14

“enmity put to death!” (v16)

The CROSS: Symbol of Reconciliation

126125



 Christian groups are factionalised by caste...class... colour
It cannot be so, if founded on Christ.
“Is Christ divided?”

Not rallying around personalities —
Paul ... Apollos ... Cephas ...
Rebuke: “Was Paul crucified for you?”

(1 Cor 1:10-13)

Preachers/leaders belong to people;
people belong to Christ;
Christ belongs to the Father! (1 Cor 3:21-23)

 The major causes of our weakness & witnesslessness
before non-Christians —

Individualism ...
Denominationalism ...
Own empires ...
Charging one another — God knows the hearts!

7. Liberation from Pessimism
i.e. unbelief

 The disciples locked inside the room out of fear ...
The Risen Lord enters the Room ... Peace!

He breathed on them to blow away their fear —
Jn 20:19-22

 Christ’s message to all the Churches —

Rev 1:17-19 ... Fear not ... First & Last ...
dead & raised ... keys of Hades & Death

 Jesus ascended 40 days after Resurrection —
Once again fear & pessimism —
God sent two men in white who said —

“Why stand gazing? ...
 Go on with the job ...
 He will come back ...”

 (Acts 1:9-11)

 The Ascension is the pledge of His Second Coming —
(Jn 14:1-3) ... I’m going to prepare a place for you ...

let not your heart be troubled ...
 Conclusion

Because Christ descended and ascended,
No more Carnalism
No more Materialism
No more Ritualism
No more Legalism
No more Defeatism
No more Factionalism
No more Pessimism

All “isms” have become “wasms!”

(Study the Outline 20 also.)
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22

Introduction
Apostle Paul had so many credentials as a devout Jew —

Phil 3:4-6; Acts 22:3; 26:5; 2 Cor 11:22.

In fact he had excelled others in his religion;
but he counted everything as “rubbish” for the pursuit
of the knowledge of the “Power of  Resurrection” of Christ

(Phil 3:10)

He declared before the Jewish Council that he was judged
“concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead”—

(Acts 23:6).

His challenge before King Agrippa was also the same —
(Acts 26:7,8).

Have we understood the meaning and the practical
application of the “Power of Resurrection”
in our lives today?

Jesus promised that we can experience
the “Power of Resurrection” both before and after death —

(Jn 11:25,26).

Experiencing the Power of Resurrection today:
1. Justification by Resurrection

Rom 4:17-25 ... Abraham ... righteousness ... not for
his sake alone ... also for  us ... raised
because of our justification

   5:10 ... reconciled thro’ death ... saved by His life
 10:9,10 ... believe ... God raised Him ... saved

The Power of Resurrection
Eph 1:18-20 ... power toward us ... raised Him ...

  2:1,4-6 ... raised us together ... made alive ...
Col 2:12,13 ... buried ... raised ... baptism ... forgiven
1 Pet 3:21 ... baptism ... saves ... thro’ resurrection

2. Victory over sin by Resurrection
Rom 6:4-14 (Read the entire passage carefully.)

raised ... walk ... no longer slaves to sin ...
freed from sin ... alive to God ... present
your organs ... sin shall not have dominion

1 Cor 15:14,17 ... If Christ is not risen ... preaching vain
... faith vain ... still in sins

3. Ministerial gifts through Resurrection
Jn 7:39 ... Holy Spirit not yet given ...

Jesus not yet glorified
Acts 2:32,33 ... God raised up Jesus ... received the

 promise of the Holy Spirit  ... poured out
Rom 1:4,5 ... resurrection ... grace ... apostleship
Eph 4:7-12 ... Christ’s gift ... ascended ... gifts ...
Acts 4:33 ... great power ... resurrection ...

4. Intercessory ministry thro’ Resurrection
Rom 8:34 ... Christ ... died ... risen ... intercession ...
Heb  4:14-16 ... High Priest... heavens... Throne of Grace

   7:25 ... ever lives to make intercession ...
Jn  14:13,14; 16:23,24 ... ask the Father in My name ...

5. Life for our bodies thro’ Resurrection
Rom 8:11 ... Spirit who raised Jesus ... life to mortal

 bodies through the Holy Spirit ...
2 Cor 12:9 ... thorn ... grace ... power of Christ ...
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13:4 ... crucified ... lives by the power of God ...
   weak ... live by the power ...

Rom 8:23 ... firstfruits of the Spirit ... redemption
 of the body ...

1 Cor 15:42-50; 53-55 ... sown ... raised ... natural ...
spiritual ... earthly ... heavenly ... immortality

i.e. glorified bodies

6. Relationships thro’ the power of Resurrection
Jn 20:17 ...  Words of the Risen Saviour:

“My brothers ... My Father and your Father
 ... My God and your God”

 We are all the children of the same family.

Rom 14:7-10 ... live ... die ... Christ died ...
 rose ... Why judge your brother?

Acts 3:14,15 ... you killed ... God raised ...
we are witnesses

(Together in witnessing for Christ)

  4:32-34 ... The power of Resurrection fused
the believers together.

7. Endurance of sufferings thro’ Resurrection
Rom 8:34,35 ... Christ died ... risen ... tribulation ...

 distress ... persecution ... famine ...

2 Cor 1:8-10 ... trouble ... God who raises the dead ...
delivered ... delivers ... will deliver

4:7 ... earthen vessels ... power ... God
  :11,14 ... delivered to death ... life of Jesus in

our mortal flesh ... raised Jesus ...
will raise us up ...

2 Tim 2:8-11 ... Christ raised ... trouble ... chains ...
  endure ... shall live with Him ...

Heb 11:35 ... tortured ... better resurrection

Only to the Church in Smyrna,
Jesus introduces Himself as the One
“Who was dead, and came to life” (Rev 2:8)

This Church was under severe persecution —
v9 ... tribulation ... blasphemy ...
v10 ... suffer ... prison ... tribulation ...

The Promise if  “faithful to death” —
vv10,11 ... crown of life ... no second death ...

Sing: He lives, He lives, Christ Jesus lives today!
He walks with me and talks with me

along life’s narrow way.
He lives, He lives, salvation to impart!
You ask me how I know He lives?

He lives within my heart!

— Alfred H. Ackley, 1887-1960

The author composed this hymn in answer
to a challenging question:

“Why should I worship a dead Jew?”
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23
The Religion God hates

Introduction
The simple meaning of “religion” is “faith and practice,”
or “belief and behaviour.”

Satan is always opposed to God’s ways.
Satan provides alternatives —

Church of God  vs. Synagogue of Satan
(Acts 20:28; Rev 2:9)

Doctrine of Christ  vs. Doctrine of demons
(2 Jn 9; 1 Tim 4:1)

These two streams run throughout history —

Narrow Gate  vs. Broad Way
(Mt 7:13,14)

God’s minority vs. Devil’s majority

The Broad Way is the Religion of Satan which God “hates.”

The Bible identifies its various versions as below —

1. Religion of Cain
Gen 4:3-5 ... Cain ... “an” offering ...

   Abel ... the “firstlings” of the flock
A religion of “works” which does not “believe” in the merits
of the Blood of Jesus —
i.e. the finished work of Christ (Eph 2:8,9; Rom 10:9,10)

Abel’s offering was a “sacrifice” (Heb 11:4)
No remission of sin without shedding of blood —

Rom 3:23-27; Heb 9:22,14
Even the so-called “works of religion” apart from faith
on Christ are “evil” in God’s sight (1 Jn 3:12)

2. Religion of Esau
This way of life prefers sensuality to spirituality.
Esau sold away his ultimate spiritual blessing
for his immediate physical needs —

Gen 25:29-34 ... despised ... sold ... birthright

The New Testament calls Esau as a “profane” (= godless)
person (Heb 12:16)

This “birthright” meant the Messianic line;
because Esau despised it,
this privilege came to the younger son, Jacob —

Lk 3:34 (Geneology of Jesus)
Esau lost it forever (Heb 12:17)

God “hates” the religion that rejects Christ —
Rom 9:13; Mal 1:1-3

Jesus warned against this religion —
Jn 6:27 ... Do not labour for the food that perishes ...

but everlasting life ... Son of Man ...
God’s seal ...

Mt 6:31-33 ... What shall we eat ... drink ... wear? ...
pagans seek ... seek first the Kingdom of God ...

3. Religion of Balaam
Balaam was a prophet under the King of Moab.
Undoubtedly he had an anointing of God’s Spirit on him —

Num 24:2

He gave a brilliant prophecy concerning the Messiah —
Num 24:14-19 ... a Star ... a Scepter ...

In spite of all these, his heart was cankered by greed —
Num  22:15 ... Attractive offers from Balak

:19 ... What’s there to pray about?!
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God charged him —
“Your way is perverse before Me” (v32)

Here’s an example of commercialized religion!

Balaam could be “hired” (Neh 13:2)

Apostle Peter explains the “way of Balaam” —
2 Pet 2:14-16 ... heart trained in covetous practices ...

loved the wages of unrighteousness ...
iniquity ... madness of the prophet

Jude calls it — the “error of Balaam” —
 ... run greedily for profit ... (Jude 11)

Praying or preaching or prophesying with a heart of
covetousness is condemned throughout the Bible —

Jer 6:13,14 ... covetousness ... prophet ... priest ...
Mt 10:7,8 ... Preach ... heal ... freely give ...

23:14 ... devour widows’ houses ... long prayers ...
2 Cor 2:17 ... adulterating the Word of God for gain ...

4. Religion of the Pharisee
This is the Pharisee of whom we read in Luke 18
that he went to the Temple to pray.

This is the religion of self-righteousness —
v9 ... this parable to some who trusted in themselves

that they were righteous ...
But the Tax-collector depended on the “mercy” of God

(v13) ... “Be merciful to me!”
This was perhaps true of most of the Pharisees of
Jesus’ time —

eg) Lk 7:29,30 ... even tax-collectors declared the
righteousness of God ... but the Pharisees
rejected His counsel ... refusing John’s baptism

Paul as a Pharisee repented exactly of this
self-righteousness —

Phil  3:5 ... Concerning the Law, a Pharisee
:8 ... Count them as rubbish ...
:9 ... not my own righteousness ... but

 righteousness from God by faith in Christ

Paul calls self-righteousness as “rubbish;”
Isaiah calls it as “filthy rags” (Isa 64:6).

Paul lamented for the Israelites who sought to establish
“their own righteousness,”
not submitting to the “righteousness of God” (Rom 10:3,4)

Even though Job was a truly “righteous” man
as per God’s own testimony (Job 1:1,8),
he repented of his self-righteousness (33:8,9; 42:5,6).

Self-righteous people usually “despise” others (Lk 18:9)

5. Religion of Pharisees & Scribes
Pharisees & Scribes are often mentioned together —

eg) Mt 3:7; 23:13,14, etc.

Scribes were experts in the interpretation of the Law,
wheras Pharisees were eccentrics in its application.

These two groups of religious leaders together misinterpreted
the precepts and purposes of God
stated in the Old Testament.

How much God hated their teaching and practice is seen
in the repeated “woes” Jesus pronounced on them (Mt 23).

He called them “vipers & serpents” (Mt 12:34; 23:33),
and “children of the devil” (Jn 8:44).

Not all Pharisees were bad;
there were good ones like Nicodemus (Jn 3).
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Similarly not all Scribes were bad;
there were good ones like Ezra (Ezr 7:6,10)

The religion of Pharisses & Scribes —
a) Overemphasized the externals

Mt 23:25-28 ... outside of the cup ... whitewashed
tombs ... outwardly appear ...

This invariably leads to “hypocrisy” (v28)
(See also vv13a,14a,15a, etc).

b) Replaced the Word of God with traditions
Mk 7:5-13 (Gal 1:14)
“making the Word of God of no effect thro’

 your tradition” (v13)
We have Pharisaism in all the denominations today —

Anglican Pharisaism,
Methodist Pharisaism,
Pentecostal Pharisaism, etc.

Jesus warned, “Beware of the leaven of the Pharisees!”
(Lk 12:1)

Even a little leaven leavens the whole lump —
1 Cor 5:6; Gal 5:9

“whole lump” = the entire life of an individual;
  the entire life of a congregation

6. Religion of Sadducees
Sadducees were a priestly aristocratic party.
They are often referred to as

“those who deny resurrection”
Mt 22:23; Mk 12:18; Lk 20:27

They were “greatly disturbed”
when the Apostles spoke about resurrection —

Acts 4:1,2

They were different from the Pharisees in that they did not
believe in “resurrection, angel or spirit” (Acts 23:7,8)

This is a religion that does not believe in —
a) Life after death

1 Cor 15:19 ... If in this life only we have hope
in Christ ... most pitiable

Apostle Paul calls such people as “beasts” —
v32 ... beasts ... eat ... drink ... die ...

Sermons on afterlife and the Return of Christ
are rare these days. Watch out!

b) Supernatural power of God
Jesus charged the Sadducees:
“You are deceived, not knowing the Scriptures

  nor the power of God” (Mt 22:29)

When God’s power was manifested thro’ the apostles
for healing and demon-casting, the Sadducees were

“filled with indignation” (Acts 5:14-18)

The “modernists” in our Seminaries and Churches
are the Sadducees of our days.
They deny the “miraculous.”
They teach, “The days of miracles are past!”

Ask not, “Can God?”
Affirm, “God can!” (Psa 78:17-20)
Do not stir God’s fury! (vv21,22)

7. Religion of the Priest & the Levite
The Priest and the Levite referred to here are the
characters we meet in the story of the Good Samaritan

Lk 10:29-37
This is a religion that stresses our duty to God
but slightens our duty to man.
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The background for the Good Samaritan story
clearly explains this (vv25-29) —

The Priest and the Levite were perhaps too busy
in their Temple duties to care for the wounded man
on the roadside.

This one-sided religion is condemned,
and charity is emphasized throughout the Bible —

Isa 1:15-18 ... Prayer meaningless without charity
Dan 4:27 ... Show mercy to the poor
Isa 58:5,6,7 ... God’s chosen fast
Lk  3:11 ... Share clothes and food

19:8,9 ... Giving half to the poor
Acts 10:2,4 ... Prayers and alms
Heb 13:15,16 ... Worship and sharing

(See Outline 113)

A religion void of social concern is —
a) a dead religion (Js 2:15-17)
b) a deceptive religion (1 Jn 4:20)

God hates this religion (Isa 1:15-17)

8. Religion of Judas Iscariot
Judas is primarily called a “betrayer,”
but even before betraying Jesus, he is called a “thief ” —

Jn 12:6 ... a thief ... had the money box ...
used to take from collections

Judas represents those not faithful in money matters.
God looks at it seriously —

Lk 16:11 ... earthly materials vs. heavenly riches

The Apostles were extremely honest in finance —

2 Cor 8:20,21 ... sight of God ... sight of men

They presented contentment without greediness as a basic
qualification for leadership —

1 Tim 3:3,8; Tit 1:7 ... elders ... deacons ...

Greediness is suicide whether or not one hangs himself
like Judas —

1 Tim 6:9,10 ... fall ... drown ... pierce ...
destruction ... perdition ...

Jesus called Judas as a “son of perdition” (Jn 17:12)

Those who fail to give to God what’s God’s,
and to Caesar what’s Caesar’s are also thieves —

Mal 3:8; Mt 22:21; Rom 13:7

If we earn through fraudulent means, and then pray,
“Give us this day our daily bread,” God hates such a prayer!

9. Religion of Nicolaitans
There are 2 references to Nicolaitans —
Rev  2:6 ... deeds of Nicolaitans

:15 ... doctrine of Nicolaitans
Jesus specifically says, “I hate it!”

The Nicolaitans are thought to be a heretical group
in the early Church who taught immorality and idolatry.

They were basically anti-law practitioners who promoted
freedom leading to moral looseness
(indicated by Rev 2:14,15).

Moral laxity has become the order of the day.
Self-control is rarely taught in religious circles

or secular society.
Absolute values are laid aside.
This trend is against a holy God

and His unchanging Word.
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Sin is sinwhoever commits it,
wherever and whenever it’s committed, and
whatever be the reason.

In the name of tolerance the world practices compromise.

Like the Ephesian Church, let’s hate what God hates —
(Rev 2:6)

10. Religion of Laodicea
This represents a “lukewarm” religion —

Rev 3:15,16 ... neither cold nor hot ... lukewarm

Christ so hates this condition that He says,
“I will vomit you out of My mouth”

A large section of the Church today is in this condition —
It boasts, “I am rich ... wealthy ... need of nothing”

(v17)
But the fact is, it does not realize
that it’s “wretched, miserable, poor, blind and naked!”

It has Services, songs, sermons, programmes,
projects and properties, but Christ is pushed out (v20).

In other words,
it has a “form of godliness but denies its power”

2 Tim 3:5
God’s worry is not Hinduism or Communism,
but dead formalism in the Church! (Rev 3:2)

Remedy: Come back to fellowship with Christ
to enjoy His richness, holiness & brightness (vv18-20).

(Study the Outline 3 also.)

24
How to Respond to God’s Grace

Introduction
“Grace” is generally defined as “God’s unmerited favour.”
Under the New Covenant, this is God’s enablement
in our hearts to live and work as He pleases (Heb 8:8-12)
Though we cannot merit God’s grace,
we have a responsibility to respond to it
as He has revealed in the Bible.

That’s why the Bible warns us,

“Do not receive the Grace of God in vain” (2 Cor 6:1)

What does this mean?
We must respond appropriately to God’s Grace.
How to do it?

1. Grace saves us (Eph 2:5,8).

— Therefore do not ever boast (v9)
Do not despise those not saved yet.

— Do not fall from grace (Gal 5:4)
i.e. Remember that any day our acceptance before God

is because of His grace and not by our works
— Do not frustrate the grace of God in your preaching

 (Gal 2:18,21)
Preach the Gospel of the Grace of God (Acts 20:24)

— Do not go after novel doctrines (Heb 13:8,9)

2. Grace teaches us sanctification (Tit 2:11,12).

— Therefore live soberly (vv11,12)
— Practise simplicity and godly sincerity (2 Cor 1:12)
— Do not continue in sin because of grace (Rom 5:20-6:2)
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Grace is not a licence to sin (Jude 4)
— Holiness & Relationships

Heb 12:14,15 ... bitterness ... losing the Grace of God
— Become humbler & humbler because

He gives more grace to the humble (Js 4:6)
1 Pet 5:5 ... submissiveness ... exaltation

3. Grace helps us in temptation (Heb 4:15,16).

— Therefore run to the Throne “boldly” when tempted,
not “worrying” over the type of temptation.

— Stay assured that you will not be overcome
Rom 6:14

But we must keep our body surrendered to God (v13)

4. Grace enables us serve God acceptably (Heb 12:28,29)

— Therefore spare no pains in God’s work
1 Cor 15:10 ... I laboured more ...

— Use all the gifts God has given you
Rom 12:6-8 ... “use them”

— Be ready for any sacrifice
2 Cor 8:1,2... deep poverty... abounding liberality

— Be bold in preaching & writing
Rom 15:15 ... written boldly because of grace

5. Grace strengthens us in suffering.

2 Cor 12:9a ... My grace sufficient ...

— Therefore rejoice over suffering
(vv9b,10)

— Continue in grace amidst opposition & persecution
Acts 13:43

6. Grace keeps us away from discouragement.
2 Thess 2:16,17

— Therefore keep on going without losing heart
— The “sustaining” grace [in any situation.

Sing: Amazing Grace, how sweet the sound!

This hymn was composed by John Newton (1725-1807). He
went to sea at 11. His life as a sailor, sea captain & slave-
trader was filled with wickedness & debauchery. One fretful
night, at the age of 23, his water-logged vessel was lost.
Facing death all night long, he surrendered his life to Christ.
Miraculously the craft  drifted ashore. He came under the
ministry of John Wesley & George Whitefield, became a
preacher, and composed many hymns.

Stanza 6: Thro’ many dangers, toils and snares
I have already come;
’Twas grace that brought me safe thus far;
And grace will take me home!

(The complete hymn is on page 54.)

7. Grace will lead us into eternal glory.
Eph 2:7 ...  ages to come ... riches ...

— Therefore live with the blessed expectation of the
glorious future.

— Not only many of the Epistles in the NT but also
the Book of Revelation end with the benediction:

“Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you all”
(Rev 22:21)

This is immediately after Christ’s personal promise
of His Return (v20).
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25
The Other Side of Worship

Introduction
 Days of Restoration in the Church —

Acts 3:19-21

We are experiencing “times of refreshing” from the presence
of the Lord.

God’s purpose is restoration of “all things!”

— But we embrace only what’s appealing to us  ...
— Even in it we take only portions of it ...

eg) Restoration of tithing (Mal 3:8-10)
 The Pharisees picked up only one side —

Mt 23:23 ... tithing but no mercy

 The most talked about spiritual exercise today —
“WORSHIP”

Praise & Worship in even non-Charismatic Churches

But worship is not simply singing, shouting, clapping,
lifting of hands, jumping, dancing ...

This is hardly 10% of what the Bible calls worship!
This is only “one side” —

eg) Ephraim “an unturned cake” (Hos 7:8)

The other side of “worship” has 7 exercises —

1. Surrender of our bodies
 We cannot actually “give” anything to God —

Rom 11:33-36 ... A doxology!
— God is absolutely absolute, perfectly perfect,

completely complete in Himself !

These are the words of a great Jewish worshipper!

“THEREFORE” ... Rom 12:1
What an awesome truth!
How serious a matter!

 Praise & Worship can become an easy substitute
for the holiness of the body —

eg)  Achan — Defeat in Ai
 He was from “Judah” = Praise!

Joshua: “Give glory” to God by “confession!” (Josh 7:16-21)
Do not cover up the sins of the body by verbal worship.

 That’s why “holy” hands! ... lift up! (1 Tim 2:8)
Otherwise, God is not excited or impressed by our
bodily postures —
(Acts 17:24,25) — Paul from Mars Hill

“not worshipped with man’s hands!”

 Our bodies are the Temple of the Holy Spirit —
i.e. flesh & blood (1 Cor 6:19,20)

That’s why Jesus whipped those who were defiling the
Temple in Jerusalem (Mt 21:12,13) —

eg) The Sikh community has not forgiven the desecration
 of the Golden Temple under Operation Blue Star!

Purity more important than Praise.
Otherwise, empty shouts!

2. Unquestioning Obedience
 “Worship” — First occurence in the English Bible —

Gen 22:5
By “worship,” Abraham meant sacrificing of his only
son in obedience to God!
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Earlier he had worshipped “normally” (Gen 21:33);
but now the “other side” of worship!

He did not ask any question!
Why? — God is God! He is Lord! That’s worship!

 Abraham — individual obedience
Antiochians — corporate obedience

Acts 13:1-4

A graceful Barnabas and a gifted Paul = 2 eyes!
No discussion or questioning!
This is the other side of worship!

Abraham: Father of all Christians
Antiochians: First to be called Christians (Acts 11:26)

 Worship is not to make “me” excited but “God” exalted!
The priority is to please God at any cost.

Here is where King Saul failed —
1 Sam 15:20-22 ... “To obey is better than sacrifice!”
Without obedience,

our songs & shouts become superficial!
3. Loving Relationships

 Loving man = Loving God
Mt 22:35-39
The “second” but not “secondary!”

Two sides of one coin.
Worship is not a substitute for relationships.

 Sacrifices to God vs. Walking in love
Eph 4:31 to 5:2

 Respect for man is the other side of fear of God —
Lk 18:2,4 ... A judge ... widow ...

“I do not fear God nor regard man”

 You cannot bless God and at the same time curse man—
(worshipping God ... wrecking people)
Js 3:9-11

 Loving God whom we have not seen?
1 Jn 4:20,21

 The Cross — = — Relationships:
vertical & horizontal

 First reconcile ... ALTAR (worship)!
Mt 5:23,24

One more hour of worship is easier
than one more mile of walk to help someone!
But such worship is void of fragrance!

4. Extravagant Offering
 Worship that costs us nothing is worth nothing!

eg) Hannah (1 Sam 1:24-28)
They “worshipped” the Lord.

Offering a bull is easier than offering your boy! (baby)

 “Two children” mean one too many!
 The firstborn for God (Ex 13:1,2)

The world cannot be evangelised unless
each Christian family takes this demand and
challenge seriously!

 Another example: The sinner woman (Lk 7:37,38)
She wept & wiped —
This we will do —
But she went one step further:
Gave away her precious possession.

We won’t mind singing a few more choruses but we will
murmur if we are asked to offer more than the tithe!



The root word for “worship” = “worthship”
C.T. Studd: “If Christ had died for me,

no sacrifice for Him can be too great!”

Growing from Tithe to Total is climbing the ladder of worship!

5. Charitable Deeds
 The Christian world has separated “spiritual worship”

from “social work” —

This is wrong — Isa 1:13-17

Activities in the meeting places must lead to Acts of love
in the marketplaces!

The scarlet sins of the above list are sins of omission!

 Overoccupying with one & forgetting the other —
Heb 13:15,16 ... praise ... share ...

Most of the worship choruses bless the Lord as “King”
— It’s the King who will divide the goats & sheep!

(Mt 25:31-46)

The balanced life of the early Christians —

a) “Praising God” & “having favour with all people”
b) “Breaking bread” & “distributing bread” to the needy!

Acts 2:44-47

 Mother Teresa spent many hours on knees in worship
& then went on foot to the streets!

A spiritual gospel without a social dimension = a ghost!
A social gospel without a spiritual message = a corpse!

— E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973) Amen!

(See Outline 113)

6. Exemplary Lifestyle
 Words to God (Great words)

vs. Works before men (Good work)
Mt 5:16 ... “Let your light ... good works ...

glorify the Father
 For a Christian, nothing is secular!

1 Cor 10:31 ... eat .. drink ... do ... glory of God
Everything sacred!

Worship: Must not stop in the Church ...
To continue in the community ... country ...

Three groups (v32)
 “Jews” — nominal Christians
 “Greeks” — non-Christians
 “Church” — real Christians

Lifestyle worship is the other side of Lip worship —
Root & Branches
“If the root is holy ...” (Rom 11:16)

 Worship inside and outside the Sanctuary

Col 3:16,17 Col 3:18-24
Psalms, Spouses, “In the Lord”
hymns, Parents + Children, “As to the Lord”
spiritual songs Masters + servants

 The Church the most unattractive group in Society
— The doctrine may be unattractive;

but our deeds must be attractive!

7. Unjust Suffering
 Accepting injustice and ill-treatment patiently

is the other side of worship —
1 Pet 4:14-16 ... blasphemed ... glorified
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 The Roman soldiers thought they were murdering Jesus.
But He was actually offering up Himself
as a “sweetsmelling aroma” to God!

 Also Stephen — (Acts 6:12-15; 7:54-60)
Angelic face
Open heavens
Vision of God’s glory
Jesus standing at the Father’s right hand
Forgiveness
Surrender

— What is all this but worship?
 A scene in Heaven —

“Who are these people?”
Rev 7:9-15
... Great Tribulation ... Serving before the

Throne day and night in His Temple!
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26
The Other Side of Power

Introduction

 The apostate Church: vs. The apostolic Church:
 “A form of godliness Godliness as well as power.
 without its power” Purity & Power

(2 Tim 3:5)

The word “power” is one of the most popular words
used in Christian preaching and writing.

Power Seminars
Power Evangelism
Power Explosion
Power Ministry

etc.

But in all these, what is predominantly emphasized
is the miracle-healing aspect of power, and physical
manifestations. This has created an off-balance
and led to unbiblical and questionable practices.

(John the Baptist — No miracles — Lk 1:17/Jn 10:41)

Let’s briefly consider a few NT passages to understand the
wholesome (full-orbed) meaning of the word “POWER.”

1. Saved by the Power of God
Rom 1:16 ... Gospel is the power to save us.
1 Cor 1:18,24 ... Message of the Cross

Col 2:11,12 ... Present resurrection
1 Cor 6:14 ... Future resurrection
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2. Pure thinking by the Power of God
2 Cor 10:4-7a ... every thought ... obedience to Christ
The greatest struggle in Christian life is to maintain
a pure thought-life.

“The greatest miracle is God taking an unholy man out of
the unholy world, making him holy, putting him back into
the unholy world, and keeping him holy!”

— Leonard Ravenhill, 1907-1994
Healings can be counterfeited;
Holiness cannot be counterfeited!

Rejoice over the availability of this power for you
to experience it moment by moment.

3. Discipled by the Power of God
2 Cor 6:4-10... endurance... Holy Spirit... power of God

Three names for God’s people in the Book of Acts —
a) Disciples — Nearly 30 times
b) Believers — A few times
c) Christians — Just once

Why?
Man is basically indisciplined —

The author is Satan (Gen 1:2a)

The Bible calls the first son of the first parents as of Satan
(1 Jn 3:12).

He violated God’s order of respect for human life (Gen 4:8).

God is the Restorer of Order (Gen 1:2,3; 1 Cor 14:33)

That’s why He gave His law!
In OT, He wrote it on stone;
in NT, He writes it on the heart (2 Cor 3:3).

“To disciple” and “to discipline” are interrelated words.
This is not an overnight change.
It is a lifetime exercise.
It is hard work.

The power of God “captivates” us, the “rebellious” people,
to become His willing “slaves” (Psa 68:17,18)

Areas of discipline (2 Cor 6:4-10) —

 Patience/endurance  Purity
 Needs (wants or needs?)  Love/Relationships
 Distresses  Honour/dishonour
 Labours (How to handle)
 Sleep/Oversleep  Popularity
 Fasting/Food habits  Poorness

4. Revelation by the Power of God
2 Cor 4:4-7

It takes the same creative power of God
(= “God who commanded light out of darkness”)
to dispel darkness from us and bring brightness and

revelation.
Remember, every time you understand a divine truth,
God’s mighty power is in action!

eg) Lk 10:17-24 ... Satan falling ... revealed ...

Revelation is in the inner man —
in the depth of our being.
Therefore it may not be dramatic;
but it is intensely real.

Dt 32:1-3 ... teaching ... rain ... dew ...

Believe that the power of God is deeply at work
when you are meditating God’s Word.

-
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5. Overcoming weakness by the Power of God
2 Cor 13:4 ... weakness ... power of God

eg) Paul’s weakness —
2 Cor 12:7-10 ... thorn... infirmities... power of Christ

Power of God in our life does not mean absence of weakness,
but victory in weakness!

 Fanny Crosby was blind —
but mighty in composing & singing.

 David Brainerd was a TB patient —
but mighty in praying.

 Billy Graham has many sicknesses —
but mighty in evangelism.

 Amy Carmichael was bedridden for over 20 years —
but mighty in rescuing temple girls.

 Tozer & Ravenhill were limping —
but were mighty prophets.

Name your weakness —
that is where God’s power will be manifest.

6. Witnessing by the Power of God
2 Tim 1:7,8 ... spirit of power ... don’t be ashamed
Eph 3:5-7 ... Gospel ... working of His power
Acts 1:8 ... power ... Holy Spirit ... witnesses

You already have that power.
Use it!

Wrong concepts in Preaching/Evangelism —

 Free flow of expression is power.
— This may simply be an oratory skill.

D.L. Moody was  poor in eloquence
but mighty in communicating
the Message.

 Noise is power.
— Hitler was one of the loudest

speakers in history.
But he was demonic.

 Great results mean power.
— Hidden ministries are of greater value.

Examples of nobodies —

 Who taught Martin Luther his theology,
and inspired his translation of the New Testament?

 Who visited D.L. Moody at a shoeshop
and spoke to him about Christ?

 Who was the wife of C.H. Spurgeon?

 Who was the elderly woman who prayed faithfully
for Billy Graham for over 20 years?

 Who financed William Carey’s ministry in India?

 Who helped Charles Wesley get underway
as a composer of hymns?

 Who found the Dead Sea Scrolls?

 Who taught G. Campbell Morgan,
the “peerless expositer,” his techniques in the pulpit?

 Who discipled George Muller
and snatched him from a sinful lifestyle?

 Who were the parents of the godly
and gifted prophet Daniel?

Had it not been for such unknown persons — nobodies —
a huge chunk of Church History would be missing!

Believe that God’s mighty power is in operation
when you witness faithfully.
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7. Kept by the Power of God
1 Pet 1:3-5

We are “sealed” for the Day of Redemption (Eph 4:30).
What does this mean?
Sealing the huge logs of wood in the shop
before carrying them to the carpentry shop.

There are times  when our faith is shaken up to such an
extent that we begin to wonder whether we will ever make it!

 Greater is He ... (1 Jn 4:4)
 You are in My hands; no man can snatch

(Jn 10:28,29).
 Predestined ... called ... justified ... glorified

“ALL THINGS FOR GOOD” (Rom 8:28-30)
 Conclusion

Let’s pray that the Lord may “enlighten our eyes of
understanding” that we may know “what is the exceeding
greatness of His power” that’s already working in and
for us! (Eph 1:18,19)

Silent power —

eg) The light & heat of the sun.
The penetrating power of the tree through rocks.

27
Is Doctrinal Study a must?

Introduction
The super-importance of doctrinal study is highlighted
in the following passages —

 The first item in the 4-fold growth of the early Church —
Acts 2:42 ... doctrine ... fellowship ... breadbreaking

 The first of the 4 benefits of God’s Word —
2 Tim 3:16 ... doctrine ... reproof ... correction ...

 The first charge of Paul to Timothy, his trainee —
1 Tim 1:3 ... urged ... charge ... no other doctrine ...

 Pointed warning about the last days —
2 Tim 4:3,4 ... truth ... fables ...

The Apostles have come against false doctrines in all their
Epistles —
 Romans

3:3-9 ... Jewish exclusivism
8:1,31-35 ... Bringing God’s people under the

condemnation of the Law
(Who? ... Who? ... Who? ... Who?)

Ch 14 ... Legalism — Observance of days
and dietary regulations — Liberty in Christ (v6)

 1 Corinthians
1:1-13/3:21-23 ... Personality cult

11:20-34 ... Wrong observance of the Lord’s Supper
 (unworthy participation)

15:33-58 ... Denial of Resurrection
 (Foolishness — v36)
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 2 Corinthians
3:5-8,15,16 ... Failure to understand the supremacy

of the New Covenant
11:3,4 ... Another Jesus ... a different spirit ...

 a different Gospel.
11:13-16 ... false apostles ... deceitful workers ...

  angel of light
 Galatians

1:6 ... a different Gospel (Grace to Law)
3:2,3 ... begun in Spirit, ending in flesh
5:4 ... falling from grace

The entire Epistle is a warning against the “foolishness”
of turning back to the Law.

 Ephesians
4:14 ... “winds” of doctrines ... cunningness ...

deception
 Philippians

3:2,3 ... Beware of dogs! — Circumcision
 :4-8 ... Ceremonial religion is “rubbish.”

 Colossians
2:8 ... Philosophy and deceit
  :20-23 ... legalism and neglect of body

 1 Thessalonians
3:3-5 ... The tempter taking advantage of

the sufferings of God’s people

(i.e. people embrace false teachers when in crisis,
desperate for some help)

 2 Thessalonians
2:1-3 ... Deception about the coming of the

“Day of the Lord”
 :9-12 ... Those who do not “love” the truth

 will get into “delusion” believing a “lie”

 1 Timothy
1:4 ... fables & endless geneologies
 :19 ... shipwreck of faith
4:1 ... deceiving spirits & doctrines of demons
6:4,5 ... disputes ... arguments ... wrangling

 2 Timothy
2:16-18 ... profane & vain babblings ...

cancer ... resurrection already past
Remedy: 2:15 — “Rightly divide the Word”

 Titus
3:9-11 ... foolish disputes ... striving about Law ...

divisive men
 Hebrews

This is through & through a doctrinal Epistle,
emphasizing how the New Covenant is
better than the Old.

eg) 8:1,2 ... the “main point” ... sufficient High Priest

 James
2:17 ... Faith without works is dead
i.e. not saved “by” works but “for” works

(cf. Eph 2:8-10)
 1 & 2 Peter

2 Pet 2:1-3 ... false prophets ... false teachers as
opposed to “holy prophets & apostles” (3:1-3)

3:15,16 ... twisting of the Scriptures

 1,2 & 3 John
1 Jn 4:1-3 ... false prophets ... antichrist

 Jude
vv3,4 ... Contend for the faith, because

certain men have “crept in unawares!”
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 Revelation
2:14 ... Doctrine of Balaam
 :15 ... Doctrine of Nicolaitans
 :20 ... Jezebel the false prophetess

 Conclusion
In spite of the fact that in the NT so much is spoken
against false doctrines, folks avoid doctrinal studies
saying —

a) It’s dry.
No, it’s as refreshing as “dew” and
“raindrops” (Dt 32:2)

b) It’s difficult.
But we must move away from “milk” stage
to eat strong “meat” (Heb 5:13,14)

C) It’s divisive.
But those who cause “divisions” by wrong
“doctrines” must be avoided (Rom 16:17)

(Study the Outline 28 also.)

28
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The Benefits of Doctrinal Study
Introduction

It’s often argued that the “devotional” meditation of the Bible
is more important than the “doctrinal” study of it.
But it must be remembered that it’s the sound doctrinal
foundation that keeps devotional meditation from going off
the track.

Here are some observations —

 Doctrinal study is not dry.
Dt 32:1,2 ... doctrine ... dew ... raindrops ...

 Doctrinal study is the first of the fourfold benefit
of the Bible.

2 Tim 3:16,17... doctrine, reproof, correction, instruction
 Doctrinal study is the first of the four spiritual exercises

for growth.
Acts 2:42 ... doctrine ... fellowship ... breadbreaking ...

Here are a few benefits of doctrinal study —

1. It will ENRICH you in knowledge & understanding.
1 Cor 1:4,5

Knowledge & understanding come from the Word of God
thro’ the Spirit of God —

Col 1:9,10 ... The apostles’ prayer for saints
  “His will ... our walk ... our work”

2 Tim 3:15-17 ... Scriptures ... wise ... doctrine ...

The doctrinal study of the Scriptures will increase
your overall understanding of God’s Word also.
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2. It will ENLIGHTEN you.
We all have our blindspots.
Psa 119:130 ... Entrance of God’s Word gives light.
Lk 24:44,45 ... opened their understanding... Scriptures

Several things will become clear to you.
Confusion x Clarity
While studying, pray, “Lord, Open my eyes” (Psa 119:18)

3. It will EMANCIPATE you.

Jn 8:31,32 ... The Truth shall make you free
This was not addressed to unbelievers, but disciples.
This speaks of the ongoing emancipation experience

thro’ the Word.
One of the word pictures for the Scriptures is —

“Sword” (Eph 6:17)
It will liberate you from anything that’s binding you,
leading you to godliness —

Rom 6:17,18 ... doctrine ... set free
1 Tim 6:3 ... doctrine ... godliness

You will come out of your inhibitions.
The “banner” of victory is actually the Word of God —

Isa 59:19,21

4. It will ENCOURAGE you in your walk and work.
When you know you are in the Truth, no fear —

2 Tim 2:19 ... A life of assurance
The message of the Bible:

God knows us; we are to know Him.
Rom 15:4 ... “comfort” thro’ Scriptures
Amp: “Encouragement drawn from the Scriptures”
You will be established in steadfast “hope”

oscillation/unsteadiness/griplessness/etc.
will disappear.

5. It will EXPOSE to you the false doctrines.

The very first admonition to Timothy (1 Tim 1:3)
“charge ... no other doctrine”

A definite sign of endtimes (2 Tim 4:3)
Paul’s similar exhortation to Titus (Tit 2:1)

My objectives in Bible teaching —
a) To teach believers how to interpret the Bible

and escape floods of false doctrines;

b) To expose the false doctrines of the day and establish
them in the sound doctrine of God’s Word.

 Critical analysis
 Objective approach
 Not “against” someone, but “for” something (The Truth)
 Calculated risk (Gal 4:16)

Have I become your enemy because I told the Truth?

I teach with much prayer that I may
“speak the Truth in love” (Eph 4:15)

6. It will EQUIP you to protect, deliver and guide others.

Eph 4:12,14 ... equip saints ... no longer tossed ...
1 Tim 4:6 ... instructing the brothers ... nourished
Tit 1:9 ... By sound doctrine ... exhort & convict
Not by argument but thro’ teaching sound doctrine

Scarcity of “doctrinal” teaching programmes.

The failure of senior pastors/preachers/leaders today —
But see how the apostles and elders came together
when believers stood confused —

(Acts 15:6)
“Good to the Holy Spirit and to us” (v28)

Result:
The believers rejoiced with encouragement (vv30,31)
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7. It will EMBOLDEN you in the ministry of God’s Word.

Sound doctrine gives you sound mind.
You are then freed from fear —

2 Tim 1:7 ... no fear ... sound mind ...

There may be so many problems in your life —
They must not intimidate/paralyse you and shut
your mouth —
2 Tim 2:9 ... I suffer in chains... but the Word not bound

Paul during house arrest (Under a Roman Guard) —
“preaching... teaching... confidence ...” (Acts 28:30,31)

Doctrinal study makes you vigorous, vibrant and vigilant.

 Conclusion
An excellent prayer before doctrinal study — Psa 119:66

“Teach me good judgment,
 wise and right discernment, and knowledge;
 for I have believed Your commandments!”

(Amplified Bible)

(Study the Outline 27 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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29
How to escape false doctrines
and embrace Sound Doctrine

Introduction

A preacher once asked:
“Why talk about doctrine?
 Let’s just talk about Jesus!”

 2 Tim 3:16 — First profit — DOCTRINE
Acts 2:42 — Early Church, First aspect — DOCTRINE
2 Tim 4:3,4 — Last day sign

Fables, not Truth Amos 8:11
Experiences, not Scripture        Famine!

 There is a “flood” of false doctrine in the land alongwith
worldwide evangelism, but the Spirit of the Lord shall lift up
a “banner” against Satan!

The “banner” is God’s WORD (Isa 59:19-21)

God’s “banner” against Satan is His WORD!
— “It is written ... It is written ...” (Mt 4)

Satan’s primary attack is always on the integrity of
God’s Word —

eg) To Eve ... “Did God say?” (Gen 3:1)

Therefore, our only offensive weapon against Satan is
God’s Word —

“Sword of the Spirit” (Eph 6:17)
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How to escape false doctrines
and embrace sound doctrine:
1. Cultivate a spirit of childlike simplicity and obedience.

Isa 28:9 ... To whom will He teach doctrine ...
1 Pet 2:2 ...As newborn babes ... milk ... Word
Jn 7:17 ... If anyone wants to do His will ...

Because,
the ultimate value of doctrine is sanctification
and edification —

Rom 6:17 ... deliverance from sin
1 Tim 1:3,4 ... godly edification ... Reject others.

2. Keep the Scriptures above all experiences.
2 Pet 1:16-21 ... Transfiguration ... more sure Word
1 Cor 14:37,38 ... prophet ... commandments ...

Not experience to truth,
but truth to experience

eg) Mt 22:23-33 ... 7 brothers ... one woman
(Sadducees’ argument: There will be a
big confusion if there was a resurrection!)
Jesus: Scriptures ... Power of God

3. Be balanced and avoid extremes.
A.W. Tozer: Truth ... A bird with two wings

   ... A coin with two sides

eg) Love of God vs. Wrath of God Rom 11:22
Fruits vs. Gifts 1 Cor 14:1
Prosperity vs. Adversity Eccl 7:14
Evangelism vs. Social concern Mt 10:7,8
Life vs. Ministry 2 Tim 2:21

Eph 4:11-15 ... Wholesome growth ...
All the 5 ministries ... every “wind!”

Illustrate: An Elephant and 5 blind men
“Whole counsel of God” (Acts 20:27)

eg) Gospel writers about Jesus:
Matthew: King  vs. Mark: Servant
Luke: Son of Man  vs. John: Son of God

eg) Growth of Boy Jesus: (Lk 2:52)
“stature” vs. “wisdom”
“favour with God”  vs. “favour with men”

4. Follow the principles of Biblical interpretation.

a) Differentiate between the OT & NT —

1 Tim 1:5-7 ... purpose of commandment ...
spiritual not ceremonial

Rom 14:5,6,17 ... days ... food ... liberty

Col 2:16,17,20-23 ... Touch not ... Taste not
shadow vs. substance

Heb 13:8,9 ... Christ the same ... grace ... food

OT — Material Blessings (Dt 28)
NT — Spiritual Blessings (Eph 1:3)

b) Avoid spiritualizing every detail of a parable or incident —

Stop with the moral of the story.

c) Compare Scripture with Scripture —
One Scripture passage keeps the other in proper tension.

Isa 34:16 ... pairs

eg) Peace on Earth ... Lk 2:14
Sword on Earth ... Mt 10:34
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i.e. Jesus gives us peace and He wants us to stand
against anything that prevents us
from proclaiming the peace to others
(See Mt 10:32,33,35-39)

d) Get the overall sense of the passage —
 eg) Rev 22:11,12 ... unrighteous still ...

This is a challenge to the overcomers not to come
down to world’s standards but keep moving forward
for the reward.

Do not take a text out of context —

eg) Mk 13:11 ... Not for pulpit but for prison!

When common sense makes sense,
do not look for any other sense.

5. Use reliable Study Bibles & Commentaries.
1 Tim 4:13

Refer to my booklet: “Unless someone guides me ...”

All need not be original like Paul —
2 Tim 2:2 ... Paul  Timothy  faithful men  others

1 Jn 2:27 ... This does not refer to God-appointed teachers
but false teachers (v26)

 Conclusion
 Foundation — God’s will ... God’s Word (Mt 7:21-27)

(Sand vs. Rock)
 Superstructure — Gold ... Wood ... (1 Cor 3:12-15)

 Fire of God’s Word (Jer 23:28,29)

30
Spiritual Paradoxes

Introduction
A “paradox” is a statement, situation, person or an action
that may look self-contradictory but may be true. Such
paradoxes are simply too many in spiritual life. Here’s a list of
20 of them which are quite common. Understanding or
handling of paradoxes adds to spiritual maturity.

1. The good of evil
Joseph’s brothers did him evil,
but God turned it to good —
Gen 45:4-8 ... you sold me ... God sent me ...

2. The blessing of curse
Dt 23:5 ... God turned the curse into a blessing ...
Prov 26:2 ... A curse without cause shall not alight
1 Pet 4:14 ... On their part blasphemed ...

on your part glorified ...
That’s  why we must bless those who curse us —
(Mt 5:44)

3. The honour of dishonour
The Apostles rejoiced because they had been given the
honour of being dishonoured for the Name of Jesus —

Acts 5:41 ... rejoicing ... suffer shame ...
2 Cor 6:8 ... honour ... dishonour ... evil report ...

good report ...
4. The gain of loss

Phil 3:8 ... all things loss ... gain Christ
2 Cor 6:10 ... having nothing ... possessing everything
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5. The light of darkness
Mic 7:8 ... sit in darkness ... the Lord ... light ...
Psa 112:4 ... light in the darkness

 139:11,12 ... night shall be light ... both alike ...
Isa 58:10 ... your darkness as noonday ...

God dwells in dark cloud (1 Ki 8:12,13);
and in unapproachable light (1 Tim 6:16).

6. The prosperity of poverty
2 Cor 6:10 ... poor ... yet making many rich

8:2 ... deep poverty ... riches of liberality
Mk 12:42-44 ... poor widow ... gave more than all

7. The top of bottom
Phil 2:5-11 ... servant ... above every name ...
Js 1:9 ... lowly brother ... exaltation
1 Pet 5:6 ... humble ... exalt ...

8. The strength of weakness
2 Cor 12:9,10 ... When weak ... then strong ...

13:4 ... crucified in  weakness ... power ...
1 Cor 2:3,4 ... weakness ... Spirit and power ...
Heb 11:34 ... out of weakness ... made strong ...

9. The confidence of uncertainty
Many things we may not know, but we can be confident.
Heb 11:8 ... Abraham went out not knowing where
Ruth 3:18 ... Sit until ... he will not rest until ...
Job 23:8-10 ... I cannot see ... but He knows ...

  35:14 ... Although ... not see Him ... wait for Him
Acts 20:22-24 ... not knowing ... with joy ...

10. The wisdom of foolishness
1 Cor 1:25a ... foolishness of God wiser ...

1:21 ... foolishness of message ...

11. The life of death
Rom 6:8-11 ... dead to sin ... alive to God ...
1 Cor 15:21,22 ... in Adam die ... in Christ live ...
Gal 2:20 ... crucified ... live by faith ...
Jn 11:25 ... though he may die ... shall live ...

12. The joy of sorrow
Psa 30:5b ... weeping ... night ... joy ... morning

 84:6 ... Valley of Weeping ... spring ... rain ... pools
Jn 16:21,22 ... woman ... labour ... sorrow ... joy ... baby
1 Pet 1:6-8 ... grieved ... trials ... rejoice ... joy ...

13. The peace of conflicts
Psa 120:7 ... I am for peace ... they are for war
Prov 16:7 ... enemies ... peace ...

When Midianites & Amalekites were oppressing the
Israelites, Jehovah-Shalom (= the Lord of Peace) —

Judg 6:13,23,24

Rom 16:20 ... God of peace will crush Satan ...
Phil 4:6,7 ... anxious ... peace of God ...

14. The first of last
Mt 19:30; 20:16 ... first ... last ... last ... first ...
1 Cor 4:9; 12:28a ... apostles ... last ... apostles ... first ...

   15:8-10 ... last of all by me ... more abundantly ...

15. The victory of defeat
Lk 24:21;46-47 ... We were hoping ... rise from the dead
Acts 2:22-28 ... put to death ... Hades ... life ... joy
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16. The nearness of remoteness
Mt 6:9 ... Our Father “in Heaven ...”

but, Jn 14:23 ... Father and I ... make our home ...
Dt 4:7; Psa 145:18 ... God so near ... call on Him ...
Psa 34:18 ... Lord near ... broken heart ...
Rom 10:6-8 ... heaven ... abyss ... near you ... heart
Heb 4:14-16 ... heavens ... come ... Throne of Grace ...

17. The present of future
Mt 6:10 ... Your Kingdom come ...

but, Lk 17:21 ... the Kingdom ... within you ...
Rom 8:23,24 ... We have ... eagerly waiting ...
Heb 2:8 ... put all in subjection ... but not yet ...

18. The company of loneliness
Jesus: Jn 16:32 ... you all will leave ... not alone ...
Paul: 2 Tim 4:16,17 ... all forsook ... Lord with me ...

19. The freedom of slavery
1 Cor 7:22 ... Lord’s freedman ... Christ’s slave ...

9:19,20 ... free from all men ... servant ...
  10:23,24 ... lawful ... not helpful ...

20. The beauty of unattractiveness
Isa 53:2 ... no splendour ... no beauty ...

but, Mt 3:17; 17:5 ... beloved ... I am well-pleased
Prov 31:30 ... beauty ... vain ... fears God ... praised
1 Pet 3:3,4 ... beauty ... outward ... hidden ... precious

Note:
Some of these paradoxes can be reversed.
eg) The gain of loss ... The loss of gain (Mk 8:36)

31
The first Message of each NT Epistle
The first truth presented in each of the
21 New Testament Epistles,
immediately after the words of greeting,
serves as a key to unlock each book —

1) Romans
— The widely-spoken faith (1:8)

2) 1 Corinthians
— The all-sufficient grace of God (1:4-7)

3) 2 Corinthians
— God of all comfort  (1:3-7)

4) Galatians
— A different Gospel (1:6-10)

5) Ephesians
— Every spiritual blessing (1:3-6)

6) Philippians
— God completes what He begins (1:6)

7) Colossians
— Faith in Christ the Preeminent

& love for all saints (1:4)
8) 1 Thessalonians

— Work of faith, labour of love, patience of hope (1:3)

9) 2 Thessalonians
— Patience & faith in persecution & tribulation

(1:3-6)
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10) 1 Timothy
— No other doctrine! (1:3)

11) 2 Timothy
— Stir up the gift! (1:3-7)

12) Titus
— Set things in order! (1:5)

13) Philemon
— The refreshing love towards saints (v7)

14) Hebrews
— God speaks by His son (1:1,2)

15) James
— Joy in trials (1:2)

16) 1 Peter
— A living hope thro’ Christ’s resurrection (1:3)

17) 2 Peter
— Godly life & divine nature (1:3,4)

18) 1 John
— The Word of Life (1:1)

19) 2 John
— Walking in Truth (vv1-4)

20) 3 John
— Prosperity of soul & body (v2)

21) Jude
— Contend for the faith (v3)

(Compare with the Outline 32.)

32
The Final Exhortations in the Epistles

Introduction

The use of phrases like “First of all..,” “Above all ..,” and
“Finally” are commonplace in the writings of the Apostles.
They used these phrases not to simply beautify their
language but to lay stress where they wanted it. Here’s a
compilation of the word “Finally” from the writings of Paul,
Peter and John. Together they present a set of practical
exhortations. The order is not canonical.

(1) Philippians 4:8 — Take care of your thought life.

FINALLY, brothers, whatever things are true ...
... meditate on these things.

Result: Peace of God (v7)
God of Peace (v9)

Prov 23:7a ... As a man thinks, so is he!
The first in the 8-item list of Phil 4:8 —

“Whatever is true”

Check at the end of each day whether
whatever you thought or spoke that day was true.

(2) 1 Peter 3:8,9 — Maintain brotherly love.

FINALLY, all of you be of one mind ...
... compassion ... love ... tenderhearted ...

Why?
 Our calling (v9) ... To be a blessing.

Nobody should be hurt by us.
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 That our days may be good (vv10-12)
 The Lord is coming soon (Phil 4:5)

(3) Philippians 3:1;4:4 — Rejoice in the Lord.

FINALLY, my brothers, rejoice in the Lord.

To stay joyful is “our” responsibility (Psa 84:5-7).

Do not blame circumstances, events or persons
for your joylessness.

Learn to handle depressing situations.
Make friends with cheerful people.
A joyful person is usually efficient (Neh 8:10)

(4) 2 Thessalonians 3:1,2 — Be aggressive in Evangelism.
FINALLY, brothers, pray for us ...

... the Word of the Lord ... be glorified ... wicked men
Whatever you do,

tie it up to the extension of God’s Kingdom.
Be missionary-minded.
Think of the blessings we have received from the early
missionaries —

Bible in our languages ...
Christian Hospitals & Schools ...
Church buildings in strategic locations ...

(5) Ephesians 6:10 — Fight the enemy relentlessly.
FINALLY, my brothers, be strong in the Lord

... Put on the whole armour of God ...
The emphasis is on the “whole” armour (vv11,13)
Do not leave out any one weapon.

eg) Do not become sluggish in using the weapons —
a) “Shoes” — for advance
b) “Sword” — for attack

(6) 2 Corinthians 13:11 — Go on to perfection.

FINALLY, brothers, become complete.
With many Christians, it is —

Salvation ... Satisfaction ... Stagnation
Go on going on! Press on! (Phil 3:13,14)
In any area, be ready to change for the better.
Blessed are the flexible; for they shall not be broken!

(7) Revelation 22:21 — Embrace the Grace of God.

This is the FINAL verse in the Bible.
This is how we will finish our life —

It’s grace hath brought me safe thus far,
And grace will lead me Home!

— John Newton, 1725-1807

Zerubbabel will finish his work with shouts of
“Grace ... Grace!” (Zech 4:7-9)

(This outline can be used
for the closing Talk of any Retreat or Seminar.)

(Compare with the Outline 31.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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33
Who is a True Christian?

A Study from the Epistle of James
Introduction

 Each book in the Bible deals with a specific theme,
even though several subjects are referred to.

eg) Romans — Justification by Faith
Ephesians — Heavenly Blessings on Earth
Philippians — Joy amidst Suffering

There’s one book which is dedicated to explain
practical Christianity —

Epistle of James

In the entire NT, the definition for TRUE RELIGION is
found in this book only — (1:27)

 This Epistle is not regional but universal in scope
(Geographical)

1:1 ... “scattered abroad”
out of Palestine and settled thro’out

the Mediterranean world.

 For all time (Historical and Chronological)

From “scattering” (1:1) to “Second Coming” (5:8,9)

 Both about belief & behaviour (Theological & Practical)

2:19,20

Very practical: waves ... tree ... fields ... horses ...

Not just hearing but also doing (1:22)

C
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 The Epistle is soft as well as strong —
eg) “My brothers” (14 times) 1:2,16,19; 2:1,5,14; 3:1,10;

4:11; 5:7,9,10,12,19
“Foolish man” ... 2:20

“Adulterers ... Adulteresses” ... 4:4

 Practical but sound in theology —

Immutable Character of the Father (1:17,27)
Indwelling Presence of the Spirit (4:5)
Imminent Return of the Son (5:8,9)

 Linked to the other portions of the Bible
(Canonical, Scriptural) —

Atleast 40 allusions to the OT.
More than 20 to the Sermon on the Mount.

 Background of the author —

First rejected Jesus even though he was His first eldest
half brother (Mk 6:3; Jn 7:5).

Later he became a pillar of the Church (Gal 2:9).

He was called “James the Just.”
An intelligent and practical man.

Marks of a True Christian from the Epistle of James —

1. He resists temptations relentlessly.
There is no one who will not be tempted.
There is no area where we will not be tempted.
Temptations intensify immediately after Rebirth.

Temptation is not sin —
Jesus was “tempted like us in all points” (Heb 4:15)

How to overcome —

(a) Don’t blame God for temptations (Js 1:13-16)
Desires  Temptations  Sin  Death

  eg) Going to a place of temptation.
Accept personal responsibility for failures.
Adam blamed “God” for his failure.

(b) Put an end to double-mindedness (4:7-9)
Hate sin outrightly. (Secret desires)
Do not compromise.
Sorrow deeply for failures —

“lament ... mourn ... weep”

Only total surrender to God gives you power to resist Satan
 (4:7)

(c) Steer clear of the sinful ways of the world.
Do not flirt around its allurements (4:4,5)

1:27c ... unspotted by the world.
Downward trend everywhere

God rewards those who say no to sin — (1:12)

2. He controls his tongue diligently.
 Super-importance of tongue-control:

1:26 ... useless religion
3:2 ... perfect man ... whole body

 Difficulty of tongue-control —

3:3-8 ... Illustrated by
horses (v3)
ships (v4)
fire (v5)
birds, beasts, fish (v7)
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 How to control —
a) Purpose: Psa 39:1; 17:3b
b) Pray: Psa 141:2,3
c) Practise —

(i) Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath (Js 1:19)
Resist the temptation to speak
on every subject. (impulse)

(ii) Realize that cursing any man is actually cursing
the Creator (3:9,10).

Abuse, bad words.
Never hurt anyone.

(iii) Hate lying and exaggeration (5:12).

3. He relates to people lovingly.
 Knowledge is from textbooks, but wisdom is from God.

Knowledge & Information explosion.
An IMPERSONAL world.
Mere knowledge “puffs up” — boasts of oneself —
but wisdom from Above is “gentle” & “peaceable”

3:14-18 ... envy, bitterness,
self-seeking, partiality

4:1 ... fights & wars

 How to improve relationships —

a) Stop speaking evil of anyone (4:11,12)
No one is 100% bad or 100% good!

b) Do not expect perfection in others —

Better-than-thou attitude.

5:9 ... Realize your own imperfections,
and that the Judge is at the door.

Confess your shortcomings to your friend
and pray for one another —

5:16 (Everyone has failures.)

c) If anyone goes astray, don’t broadcast it but do all
that’s possible to bring him back with love — (5:19,20)

(See Outlines 151 & 152.)

4. He treats everyone impartially.
 A long passage of 13 verses is allotted to condemn

partiality —
2:1-13 (Read the entire passage.)

“Partiality” is as serious as “adultery” or “murder” (2:10,11)

 Rich vs. Poor
— It starts in the Church (2:2)
— It leads to the courts (2:6)

 Casteism —
Indian Society is divided into 4 major castes —
Brahmins — the priestly caste

— Thought to be born from God’s mouth.
Kshatriyas — the martial caste

— Thought to be born from God’s arms.
Vaishyas — the business caste

— Thought to be born from God’s belly.
Shudras — the labour caste (untouchables)

— Thought to be born from God’s feet.
But the Bible says, “from one man (Adam) all are created”

(Acts 17:26,28)
Neither Jew nor Greek

God deliberately chooses the poor and the weak —
Js 2:5; 1 Cor 1:26-29
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5. He helps the poor generously.
 The history book of the early Church is called

“ACTS” of the Apostles;
but today’s Christianity more of “words” than “works!”

The first ACT of the early Church was Charity —

Acts 2:44,45
   4:34,35

Apostle James restores this emphasis —

Js 2:14-17 ... “Words ... Peace!”
“Works of Faith”

 Hardly do we hear Sermons on Charity, but —

+ John the Baptist (Before Christ) ... Lk 3:10,11
+ Jesus Christ — “What you did to the little ones”

 ... Mt 25:40
+ James, Peter & John to Paul & Barnabas

(After Christ)
“Remember the poor” (Gal 2:9,10)

 We can say, “Christianity is Charity!”
We can’t say, “Charity is Christianity!”

Christianity today is in a distorted version.
It has extremes — leaving one for the other.

Dr. E. Stanley Jones (1884-1973):
“Spirituality without Charity is a soul without body.
Charity without spirituality is a body without soul.
One is a ghost; the other a corpse.”

 Mother Teresa & Graham Staines have impacted India
more than what all our evangelism has done.

We still have “Starvation Deaths” in India.

Do all you can to uplift the poor —

Js 1:9-11 ... exaltation ... humiliation

Charity is not an option but an obligation —
4:17 ... does not do good ... it is sin ...

Not doing good is SIN. (Sin of omission)

6. He prays for everything fervently.
Prayer is the vital breath of the Christian.
Prayer to him is what water is to fish.

 “Eat to live”  vs.  “Live to eat”

Similarly “Pray to live”  vs.  “Live to pray”
Heb 7:25b ... Christ ever lives to pray

CHRISTIAN — CHRIST - I - A - N
  N   B   E
       O   A
       V   R
       E

 Tradition says that James was known for his prayer.
He had thick and swollen knees.

He gives 3 practical lessons on prayer —

a) Priority in Prayer
1:5-8 ... Wisdom is the principal thing.

Solomon even in a dream (1 Ki 3:5-9).

i.e. Spiritual matters (eg. Lord’s Prayer)
 Name/Kingdom/Will/Sins/Temptation/Evil

b) Problem in Prayer
4:1-3 ... Ask in line with God’s will

— They were obviously praying
against one another.
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c) Persistence in Prayer
5:13-18 ... Individual or Corporate prayer

— Physical sickness (v14)
— Spiritual problem (v16)
— Material need (v18) (Rain)

7. He trusts God for his future confidently.
4:13-16 ... If the Lord wills ...

 Nothing wrong in having ambitions and aspirations in life,
provided we submit them to the Lord —

Psa 37:4,5 ... Commit your way to the Lord
In a world of economic collapse, the uncertain & unknown
future is the greatest botheration & worry for youngsters—

But Jesus said: Mt 6:31-33 ... Your Father knows

 Conclusion
Who is a True Christian?

We can identify him by —

1. How he handles temptations.  (a) DEVIL

2. How he speaks.
3. How he relates to others.

 (b) PEOPLE4. How he treats people.
5. How he cares for the poor.

6. How he prays.
7. How he looks forward to future.  (c) GOD

i.e. (a) How he resists the DEVIL
(b) How he relates to PEOPLE
(c) How he relies on GOD

(Study the Outline 37 also.)

34
Who is a Balanced Christian?

Introduction

 I suffered from Menier’s Syndrome —
Loss of balance due to the fluid position
in the labyrinth. (equilibrium)

 Bird — 2 wings
Train — 2 rails
Coin — 2 sides

 Truth is parallel.

 Half truth is more dangerous than total lie! (eg. Gen 3:5)
“half-baked bread” (Hos 7:8)

That’s why an unsteady walk with God!

Most of the false doctrines are due to eccentricity.
Overemphasis of one truth at the cost of others ...
Origin of cults ...

 Extremism leads to eccentricity.
Eccentricity leads to seclusion and sectarianism.

 “It is written ... It is also written ... ” (Mt 4:5-7)

Because of imbalance —
... divisions in the Church
... dwarfing of Christians
... deceptions in doctrine

 Of the many areas where we need balance,
seven are primary—
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1. Bible Meditation  AND  Prayer
 Too much time in study or too much in prayer!

 First listen to God and then speak to Him —
Eccl 5:1,2

 Revival & Restoration under Ezra and Nehemiah —
Neh 9:3 ... 6 hrs for Word-study

6 hrs for Worship
I’ve seen revivals dying out too soon
accomplishing too little ... or fanning out strange fires.

 Fasting —
Jesus (Mt 4:4) ... During those 40 days,

He was feasting on the Word of God.
Novel doctrines born after seasons of fasting

by many preachers!
 Sunday Services — Too much time in worship ...

Too little for the Word
But in Acts 2:40 ... with many words he exhorted ...

20:7-11 ... message until midnight ... daybreak
Col 3:16 ... Word of Christ richly ...

 Worship —
“in Spirit and in Truth” (Jn 4:24)
Today, the “truth” content is lacking!

Worship AND Word connected (Psa 138:2)
Worship is our response to revelations from the Word.
Conversational relationship.

 At the same time, mere knowledge puffs up!
Heart ... Head

 Word of God AND Power of God
eg) 7 brothers + 1 woman (Mk 12:24)

2. Old Testament  AND  New Testament
 2 Testaments — 2 lips of God

NT concealed in OT.
OT revealed in NT.

 Well instructed Scribe ... New AND Old (Mt 13:52)

 All Scripture profitable (2 Tim 3:16)
“Whatever happened to Israelites” (1 Cor 10:11)

 But we are not under the Old Covenant.
The ceremonial part is gone —
eg) Jesus ... leaves out Sabbath!

Mt 19:16-20

Festivals ... Dietary regulations ... Sacrifices —
Free to observe days ... eat food ... etc ...

(Rom 14:5,6)

Externals vs. Internal aspect

But the moral standard is raised —
eg) Murder ... “But I say to you!”

Adultery ...  (Mt 5:21,22,27,28)

 Law vs. Grace —
“Law ... but grace and truth” (Jn 1:17)
Neither legalism not licentiousness.
“Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?”

(Rom 5:20-6:1)
“Sin no more!” (Jn 5:14)

Not legalism but discipline.

 OT ... Do!
NT ... Done!
Inner enablement: Laws on the heart (x stone) ...

Sins remembered no more!
(Heb 8:10,12)
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 Read thro’ the entire Bible every year or two years:
A healthy proportion: OT once, NT at least twice!

Use Reference Bibles
3. Love for God  AND  Love for Man

Love God ... Love neighbour ... Mt 22:35-40

eg) “Who is my neighbour?”
(To whom should I be a neighbour?)
Lk 10:29,30 (Good Samaritan)
Priest & Levite  Religion = duty to God

but failed in duty to man.
eg) Tithing, but no mercy ... Mt 23:23

 A Call to Balance —

 Christmas: Glory to God ...
Goodwill towards men (Lk 2:14)

 Jesus: Son of God ... Son of Man
Favour with God ... Favour with men (Lk 2:52)
“Beloved of the Father” (Lk 3:22);

“Friend of Sinners” (Lk 7:34)

 Cross:  Reconciliation with God AND with man.
Vertical AND horizontal relationships.
(Acts 24:16)

 Pentecost: Praising God AND favour with all (Acts 2:47)
(Separation vs. Seclusion)

One incomplete without the other —

 If anyone says he loves God but hates his brother ...
How can he love God ... (1 Jn 4:20)

 When you come to the altar (God),
... first reconcile with your brother ... (Mt 5:23,24)

 Lift up holy hands () without anger () (1 Tim 2:8)

4. Family  AND  Work/Ministry
 Two extremes:

Work ... Work ... neglect of family
Family ... Family ... neglect of ministry

 Family is the unit to test and to train a man —
eg) If a man does not know how to ...

1 Tim 3:4,5
 Jesus balanced both —

eg) Temple: 12 yrs (Lk 2:48-51)
My Father’s business ... subject to them

eg) Who is my mother ... brothers? (Mk 3:31-35)
 but on the Cross ... “Behold, your son!”

(Jn 19:26,27)
eg) Husband-wife

 Jesus the perfect model —
 “As Christ loved the Church ...” (Eph 5:25)

 A triangular prescription —

Do not neglect one for the other.
Plan your non-working hours (spare time) —

— for family (spouse/children)
— for ministry

Work while you work;
Play while you play;
This is the way
To be happy and gay!

FAMILY MINISTRY /  WORK

GOD
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Talk to your spouse and find out how you can
reorganize your time.
Do not wait for a calamity to strike you!

5. Prosperity  AND  Adversity
 Once it was thought the deeper the poverty,

the higher the spirituality.
Now the pendulum has swung to the other extreme.

Prosperity not a measure of spirituality —

  eg) Some of the richest men are infidels or idolators.
But some of the poorest are rich in faith (Js 2:5)

  eg) Mary ... turtle doves ... too poor to bring a lamb
But, “Blessed among women!”

(Lev 12:6,8/Lk 2:22-24)

 Health & Wealth Gospel ... Prosperity Message
... Most popular!

 A call to balance —

Dt 32:39 ... God ... I kill ... I heal
Job 2:10 ... Shall we not accept bad ...?

In all this, Job did not sin!
(Unlike Jonah — Jon 4:5-8)

Psa 66:11,12 ... Net ... affliction ... fulfillment
Psa 74:16 ... day is Yours ... night ALSO Yours
Eccl 7:14 ... Rejoice ... Consider ... Reflect
Isa 45:7 ... Light ... darkness
Jer 31:28 ... destroy ... build
Lam 3:38 ... Woe AND Wellbeing
Phil 4:12,13 ... How to abound AND to be abased ...

All things thro’ Christ

 If you have more than what you need
it is in order to give to those in need ... (2 Cor 8:14,15)

 Health — Sickness does not mean lack of faith —
Every other man of God is sick!

Now only firstfruits ...
“Redemption of body” only in future (Rom 8:22,23)
Until then, “God’s Grace is sufficient”

 Wealth: OT — essentially material
NT — primarily spiritual

6. Evangelism  AND  Charity
 Some care only about the soul and neglect the

bodily needs—

This is condemned: Js 2:15-17 ... “Peace!”

They criticize: “Soap ... Soup ... Salvation”
(William Booth, Founder of Salvation Army)

But Jesus: “Preach ... Heal ...” (Mt 10:7,8)

A leper not healed can go to Heaven,
but not an unforgiven sinner!

 Apostles —
Gal 2:9,10 ... Peter + James + John

Paul + Barnabas
“Remember the poor!”

 Two groups — unpleasant surprise:
a) “Did we not prophesy ... miracles?” (Mt 7:22,23)
b) “When did we see you hungry?”     (25:41-46)

 Do not condemn/criticize the other group.
Coordinate ... Complement ...
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eg) Evangelistic organisations = Feet — “GO!”
Relief agencies = Hands — “DO!”

Christ is the Saviour of the “body” also (Eph 5:23b)

 Give both to God’s work and the Poor.
Why not another tithe?

— Fundraising campaigns:
“God loves a cheerful giver.”
 Context? 2 Cor 9:7-10 — Charity

7. Churches  AND  Missions

 God has raised many missionary organisations
& evangelistic agencies ...
eg) YFC, CCC, FMPB, GEMS, BYM, IEM, Bible Societies,

World Vision, Compassion International, etc. ...
Tensions & Conflicts between them

and the Churches exist.
A proper understanding helps —

 Churches beget missions (Acts 13:1-4);
Missions beget Churches (Paul & Co. planted Churches)

The mission of the Church is Missions;
The mission of Missions is Church planting.

 Churches & Missions —
eg) Eph 4:11

Pastors + Teachers + Prophets
 — essentially local/residential

Apostles + Evangelists
 — primarily translocal/mobile

God’s call: Let My people GO!
Let My people GROW!

 Para-Church organisations —
Extension of the arm of the Church —

eg) Bible Translation
Pioneer Evangelism
Special groups (blind, drug addicts, etc.),

Not over-independence;
but interdependence!

There must be mutual understanding.

 Churches should not treat Missions with contempt —

eg) Saul ... 1000s
David ... 10000s (1 Sam 18:6-9)

No competition/comparison but complementation.
Whoever wins — Saul or David — victory is for Israel!

 Be faithful in Church life;
Be helpful to Missions.

Both have strengths and weaknesses.
We must stay united!

Learn from one another.

 No building without scaffolding (Missions).
Scaffolding is only for building (Churches).

 Conclusion
 Balance does not mean Neutrality!
 A Promise:

“If you turn to the left or to the right ...”
(Isa 30:21)

(Study the Outline 54 also.)
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Introduction

Gal 6:14-16 ... “Glory except in the Cross”

Paul’s thorough and radical conversion —
“a new creation” (v15)
“this rule” (v16)

i.e. a personal revelation of the New Covenant
(1 Cor 11:23-25) ... I received from the Lord

The life is in the Blood (Gen 9:4)
Our redemption is thro’ the Blood of Christ —

(1 Pet 1:18,19)

Blessings of the Blood of Jesus —
1. Deliverance from Judgment & Darkness

Ex 12:12,13/Heb 11:28 ... Firstborn passed over!

Similarly, Josh 2:15-18 ... Rahab! Even the worst of
sinners can be saved!
“Harlot Rahab” (Heb 11:31)

Heb 2:14,15 ... Fear of Death
(Natural fear overcome by supernatural boldness)

Col 1:13,14 ... Power of darkness
 eg) Eph 6:12

2. Justification & Sanctification
Step I —Eph 1:7 ...Forgiveness
Step II —Rev 1:5 ...Washing
Step III —I Jn 1:7 ...Continual cleansing
Step IV —Rev 7:14 ...Washing amidst trials & tribulations

3. Witness & Access
1 Jn 5:8-11 ... Inner assurance

No more guilt
So we may boldly enter the Holiest —

Heb 10:19-22

The Father sees us “in” and “through” Christ only —
Total identification

Rom 6:3-6 ... dead ... buried ... rose ...
Here lies the significance of water baptism.

4. Fellowship with God’s Children
Eph 2:11-16 ... eg) Jews & Gentiles
1 Cor 11:25 .. The Lord’s Supper

“In remembrance of Me” (1 Cor 11:24)

a) The Lord’s Death (v26)
b) The Lord’s Covenant (v25)
c) The Lord’s Body (v29/10:16,17) (1 Jn 1:7)
d) The Lord’s Coming (v26)

The Lord’s Supper is not for unbelievers —
Ex 12:43-47

Unworthy participation — Sickness (vv29,30)

Worthy participation — Healing!

Ex 15:22-26 ... The Tree and then the statute of healing
Isa 53:5/Mt 8:16,17 ... Healing stripes

5. Life of Obedience & Service
 We are basically children of disobedience (Eph 2:1-3)

The Blood of Jesus not only cleanses us but also leads
us to obedience —
1 Pet 1:2 ... very election
Heb 12:24,25 ... speaking better things than Abel ...

so obey.
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Cain could not escape the voice of Abel’s blood!
The Blood of Christ exerts a holy influence on us
to keep us in the bounds of obedience.

 Heb 9:14 ... Conscience purged to serve God
 (v21 ... vessels sanctified)

Service not accepted without Blood (eg. Cain)

Heb 13:20,21 ... complete in every good work ...

6. Victory over Satan
Rev 12:11 ... Blood + Testimony

Not easy ... like a magic ...
but to resist risking life — “though unto death”

The enemy tempts us through —
a) the flesh —

Victory thro’ the Cross (Gal 5:24)
A constant reckoning.

b) the world —
Victory thro’ the Cross (Gal 6:14)
Sodom & Egypt (Rev 11:8)
Beware of demonic music, etc.

Demonic oppressions/Corrupting the mind

7. Eternal life & Resurrection
Jn 6:53-55 ... My flesh ... My blood
Heb 9:12 ... Eternal redemption

We are safe and secure under Christ’s Blood.

Rev 5:9,10 ... The Song of the Redeemed ...
:12,13 ... The Lamb who was slain

Thus Christian life from Alpha to Omega
is covered by the Blood of Christ.
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36
Victory through the Victor

Introduction
Rom 8:37 ... more than conquerors ...
1 Cor 15:57 ... God who gives us victory ...
2 Cor 2:14 ... God always leads us in triumph ...

In spite of these glorious statements,
defeated Christians outnumber victorious Christians —

Defeats in Personal Life
Defeats in Family Life
Defeats in Public Life
Defeats in Ministerial Life

Unless we are victorious within and without,
we will have nothing to offer to this world of defeats.

One of the reasons for discouragement
in Christian ministry is “defeats.”

Why defeat? — Lack of strength
Strength ... Warfare (Eph 6:10,11)
Strength ... Warfare (2 Tim 2:1,3,4)

The devil is more furious than ever (Rev 12:12).
But Victory is ours thro’ the Victor! (“IN THE LORD”)

How?
IN Christ & THROUGH Christ

1. Through the Example of Christ
i.e. by following Christ’s Example

The devil was after Christ from Cradle to Cross.
“Tempted in all points, yet no sin” (Heb 4:15)
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Secret:
a) Total surrender to the Father’s authority

Heb 10:5-7 ... Behold I come ... a body ...
Centurion’s confession (Mt 8:8,9)
Submit to God and Resist the devil (Js 4:7)

b) Vigilance thro’ prayer
Satan strikes us when most unexpected.
Watchfulness in prayer (Mt 26:41/Heb 4:7)
Fasting to be added (Mt 17:21)

The devil is usually good-looking!
He is a masquerader (2 Cor 11:14).
eg) As a promoter (Mt 4:5-10)

 As a wellwisher (Peter) (Mt 16:21-23)

Jesus had a sensitivity to discern, thro’ prayer.

c) Would Jesus say/do/approve this?
Close study of the four Gospels —

What Would Jesus Do? (WWJD)

2. Through the Blood of Christ
i.e. by applying Christ’s Blood

Satan trembles at the Blood of Christ.
He cannot come near the scarlet thread (Josh 2:17,18)

— He is a master-accuser (Rev 12:10,11)
He keeps condemning us (Rom 8:34)

It is Christ who died.
Conviction vs. Condemnation

— Walk in transparency before God.
The Blood of Christ keeps cleansing us (1 Jn 1:7)
Conscience freed from “guilt” by the Blood (Heb 9:14)

— Do not depend on feelings.
Crucified, dead and buried with Christ

(Rom 6:6,7,11)

Fact  Faith  Feelings

Next time the devil reminds you of your past sin,
remind him of his future!

D.L. Moody: “One drop of Christ’s Blood is worth
 more than heaven and earth!”

3. Through the Resurrection of Christ

i.e. by celebrating Christ’s Resurrection

— If Christ is not risen ... (1 Cor 15:17)

— He lives in us! ... how? By faith (Eph 3:17)

— Christ is greater than the devil (1 Jn 4:4)
Therefore overcoming!

— Jesus: “Be of good cheer (no depression);
I’ve overcome the world!” (Jn 16:33)

— Because of Resurrection,
He is given a Name above every Name (Eph 1:19-21)

“Name of the Lord ... a strong tower” (Prov 18:10)
(No scud missile can penetrate this bunker!)

— David & Goliath: “In the NAME of ...” (1 Sam 17:45)
Forget not the past victories: Lion & Bear ... (1 Sam 17:37)

— Christ is now seated at the right hand of the Father.
Come boldly to the Throne anytime for help (Heb 4:14-16)
Instant contact — Hotline to Heaven!
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4. Through the Spirit of Christ
i.e. by being filled with Christ’s Spirit

“When the enemy comes like a flood ...” (Isa 59:19)

Paul: Spirit of Christ has made me free
(Rom 7:23,24; 8:2,9,10)

Fruit of the Spirit subdues works of the flesh (Gal 5:19-23)
“There is no law against these”

— Jealousy of the Spirit who is resident in us (Js 4:5)
He enables us to say an immediate “no” to the lusts.
He (like Eliezer) is carrying the Bride Home to be married
to Abraham’s Son!
Nobody will be allowed to touch the Bride!

— Body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 3:16; 6:19)
Live with this awareness.
“Holy” Spirit — first for PURITY (Fan & Fire) ... (Mt 3:11,12)
Next for POWER (Tongue & Testimony) ... (Acts 1:8; 5:32)

— Frequent fillings by waiting before God ... (Acts 4:31)

“Those who wait on the Lord ...” (Isa 40:31)
Jesus ... filled (Lk 4:1) ... power of the Spirit (v14)

5. Through the Word of Christ
i.e. by wielding Christ’s Word

Word — Sword, Gun
What’s the use of helmet, belt & boots without a rifle?

Not to come back safe, but to hit & drive the enemy!

Only offensive weapon: Sword ... Word (Eph 6:10-17)

Course of action: Pull down ... cast down ... 2 Cor 10:4-6
Vain thoughts/doublemindedness x Word (Psa 119:113)

Questions & Imagination

Not allowing the eagle build its nest on our head!

— Not just carrying a Bible!
(New Testament in the pocket

 or Giant-size Bible under the pillow)
“Word abides ... you have overcome” (1 Jn 2:14)

— “It-is-written”
All the three quotations from Deuteronomy (8:3; 6:16; 6:13)

The Word in the heart (Psa 119:11)
eg) When you are tempted to look lustfully,

 remember the Word: “You shall not commit adultery”
(Mt 5:27,28)

Daily meditation/Expect God to speak to you
(Psa 81:13,14) ... listen to Me ... subdue enemies ...

(Balance between Prayer & Bible Meditation.)
How folks are deceived because of imbalance! (Page 189)
Stand on the Promises of God.

6. Through the Body of Christ
i.e. by fellowshipping in Christ’s Body, the Church

Gates of hell shall not prevail against the Church (Mt 16:18)

A City that cannot be destroyed ...
A Mountain that cannot be shaken (Heb 12:22,27)

Strength in fellowship (Eccl 4:9,12) ... warmth ... warfare
Flee and Fellowship! ... (2 Tim 2:22)

Do not be a loner!
Daily exhortation (Heb 3:13) ... deceitfulness of sin

God in the midst of her; she will not be moved (Psa 46:5)

Strong foundation!

So many forces ... Rom 8:37-39
Nothing can separate us from Christ’s love.
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Growing in the understanding of this love
in the company of saints (Eph 3:18)

i.e. When believers share with one another
their understanding and experiences of the love of Christ.

7. Through the Return of Christ
i.e. by anticipating Christ’s Return

This is the Final Victory!

“The last enemy to be overcome” (1 Cor 15:23-26)
 We shall reign with Him! (Rev 3:21; 19:11-16)
 Saints will possess the Kingdom! (Dan 7:18)

We will be ushered into a place of no temptation (Rev 21:27)

 Conclusion
 Yes, our victory is thro’ Christ our Victor —

First, thro’ His Life
Second, thro’ His Death
Third, thro’ His Resurrection
Fourth, thro’ His Spirit
Fifth, thro’ His Word
Sixth, thro’ His Church
Seventh, thro’ His Return

Each victory makes us stronger.
Each defeat must make us wiser.

Never quit or give up!

Keep learning: “The Lord trains my hands for battle
 and my fingers for war” (Psa 144:1)

Without God, we cannot; without us, He will not!

(Study the Outline 47 also.)

37

How to live Righteously

Introduction
Each Psalm is a Song with a specific theme.

Psalm 45 is a Song of Love between the Messiah
and His Bride.

They are portrayed as the King and the Queen (vv1,5,6,9,11)

The most outstanding character of this King is
 “righteousness” (vv4,6,7)

As such this Psalm gives us atleast 7 lessons on

“How to live a righteous life” —
1. Love righteousness.

— “You love righteousness” (v7a)
— “Blessed ... who hunger ... righteousness” (Mt 5:6)
— The testimony of the Centurion who supervised

the crucifixion:
“Certainly this was a righteous Man” (Lk 23:47)

How come?
Jesus “loved” righteousness (Psa 11:7).
He “endeavoured” to fulfil it

eg) Baptism (Mt 3:15)

— No righteousness is practically possible without
a passion for it

Job 14:4 ...who can bring a clean thing
out of an unclean?

How to grow in this passion —
a) Realize your unworthiness (Isa 64:6)
b) Accept Christ as your Righteousness (2 Cor 5:21)
c) Go on practising righteousness (1 Jn 3:7)
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2. Hate wickedness/evil.
— “You love righteousness and hate evil” (v7a)
— “You who love the Lord, hate evil!” (Psa 97:10)
— An aggressive decision:

Psa 101:2-4,8 ... I will ... I will ... I will
The world applauds those who love good;
but it crucifies those who rebuke evil —

eg)  John the Baptist
... Popular “for a time” only (Jn 5:35)

 Jesus the Christ
... The Healer, good Teacher ...

but when He whipped the Temple traders!

 We must look at sin as God looks at it.
  eg) God who cannot wink at sin ... (Hab 1:13)

God who “forsook” His Son on the Cross! (Mt 27:46)

 We must remember what sin has caused to individuals
and nations —

Lam 5:15,16 ... crown fallen ...
Prov 14:34 ... reproach ...

A leper (without healing) can go to Heaven.
A pauper (without prosperity) can go to Heaven.
A sinner (without forgiveness) cannot!

Only to the extent we hate evil will we love righteousness!

3. Endeavour to excel others.
“fairer than the sons of men” (v2)
“more than Your companions” (v7)

“All” have sinned & come short of the glory of God (Rom 3:23).
“Every” man is a liar (Rom 3:4)

There’s a collapse of morality and honesty everywhere.
But as long as we compare ourselves with others,

we will never progress in righteous living.

God’s will is that we become like His Son —
Rom 8:29

In this corrupt society —
Dare to be different! (“Others may; I cannot”)
Do not run with the majority!

(“Let them go; I’ll take sides with God.”)
Join the minority which is striving for purity —

2 Tim 2:22 ... “Pursue righteousness
with those of pure heart”

4. Consecrate your tongue.
“Grace poured on your lips” (v2)

The first beauty of the King!
“Gracious words” of the Carpenter! (Lk 4:22)

(Not a District Collector/Army Commander/
Police Commissioner)

The first sign of the righteous —
1 Pet 3:10-12 ... refrain tongue from evil

The mark of perfection —
Js 3:2 (1:26/5:12)
A daily prayer — Psa 19:14 ... Mouth first!

141:3 ... Police! (guard)
(More serious than road accidents!)

Pick out all the references to the “words of our mouth”
in Proverbs and study them.

5. Walk in humility.
“In Your majesty ... humility” (v4)
Looks contradicting but they complement each other.
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This is a divine paradox!

Christ the King ... just ... lowly (Zech 9:9/Mt 21:5)

 This is the primary lesson we need to learn from Him —
Mt 11:29 ... meek and lowly ...
This is true, restful and tension-free life! (v28)

“Righteousness and Meekness” —
Zeph 2:3 ... “Seek righteousness ... seek humility”
Js    3:13 ... “good conduct ... meekness”

We are called the “Trees of Righteousness” (Isa 61:3) —
These trees grow well in the soil of

“brokenness ... meekness ... humility ...”

“Wrath of man x Righteousness of God
but meekness ...” (Js 1:19-21)

 God’s guidance promised to the humble (Psa 25:9)

 Joy for the humble (Isa 29:19)

6. Choose godly friends.
“King’s daughters ...” (v9)
“Forget your own people ...” (v10)
“Virgins ... companions” (v14)

 The very first Psalm contrasts the righteous
from the wicked (Psa 1:1,6)

 Of the 5 questions on separation from the ungodly,
the first one is concerning “righteousness” —

2 Cor 6:14 ... What fellowship?

Jesus was a “Friend of Sinners”
but He was “separate from sinners” —

Heb 7:26

Let’s not be deceived by the “merriment” in the company
of the ungodly —

Job 20:4,5 ... joy of hypocrite ... temporary
Prov 14:13 ... laughter  ... sorrow ... grief

— ungodly living (vv12,14)
1 Cor 15:32-34 ... beasts ... eat ... drink ...

do not be deceived ... evil company ...
awake to righteousness

7. Clean up every area.
“All your garments scented ...” (v8)
“all glorious within ...” (v13)

One of the tragedies in Christian life is excusing ourselves
of certain failures or leaving certain sins not dealt with.

Illustration —
  tombs & tumblers (Mt 23:26-28)
  flies in perfume (Eccl 10:1)

The sins not dealt with will eat us away like cancer.

A call to total cleansing (2 Cor 7:1) “flesh” — Outside
“spirit” — Inside

Deep cleansing (“bones”) (Psa 51:7,8,9)
Thorough repentance ... no regrets! (2 Cor 7:8-11)

 Conclusion
 Heb 1:8,9 says that Psa 45:6,7 is what the Father God

said to His Son in prophecy.

 A life of righteousness is not boring as the world
would think;
it’s the life of overflowing joy — “Oil of Gladness”

(Study the Outline 33 also.)
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38
Holiness in Words

Introduction

 Good words and Holy life are interrelated —

1 Sam 2:2,3 ... holy ... talk ... arrogance
Job 1:1/2:10/42:7b ... blameless ... no sin with lips
Psa 15:1-4 ... holy hill ... backbite ...
Prov 4:23,24 ... heart ... mouth ...

10:19 ... words ... wise ...
Eph 4:24-27/Col 3:8-10 ... holiness ... mouth
1 Pet 2:21,22 ... His steps ... no guile ... mouth

 The supreme importance of holiness in words —

The ultimate test: Judg 12:5,6
The deciding factor of our destiny: Mt 12:36,37
The first aspect of exemplary life: 1 Tim 4:12
The primary beauty of Christ: Psa 45:2
The mark of perfection: Js 3:2
Self-deception and useless religion otherwise: Js 1:26
The first prescription for good days: 1 Pet 3:10

An evil tongue works against the work of the Word of God
in our lives — 1 Pet 2:1-3 ...

Our words to be “gracious” as those of the Lord! (Lk 4:22)

 How to control the tongue:
The tongue cannot be “tamed” but only “trained”
and controlled — Js 3:3-8

1. Realize that speech is a gift from God and so the tongue
should not be misused.

So many deaf and dumb people.
Who created the dumb? Ex 4:10-12

We are not the owners but only the users of the tongue —
1 Cor 6:20 ... bought with a price ...

2. Receive a cleansing of the tongue by confession
and consecration.

  Isa 6:5,6 ... The missionary call was after
the cleansing of the tongue

  Day of Pentecost — Acts 2:3,4

Surrender the tongue as surrendering the
other organs—

Rom 6:13,19 ... as instruments of righteousness
12:1,2 ... body as a living sacrifice

A decision: Psa 17:3b ... I have purposed ...

3. Refuse to listen to bad things about others.
Psa 15:3 ... holy hill ... does not receive reproach

There cannot be a talker without a listener.
God is serious with slander-mongers —
Psa 50:19-21 ... I will reprove you ...
eg) Miriam & Aaron/Num 12

Run away from slanderers —
2 Tim 3:1-5 ... turn away ...

One of the few qualifications for the wife of an elder —
1 Tim 3:11 ... not a slanderer ...

Resist the temptation to dig up evil reports about others —
Prov 16:27,28/17:4,9

The devil is the Master Accuser/Slanderer (Rev 12:10)
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4. Remember that the result of your talk/conversation
should be edification to hearers.

Eph 4:25-27 ... truth ... one another ...
  :29-32 ... corrupt communication ... edification

We are called to “bless” people,
not blast them.

— Js 3:8-12 ... (“You will be a blessing”)
To build, not to break!

After someone listens to you for sometime,
he should go back refreshed and not corrupted.

5. Release the tongue more and more for praise to God
and proclamation of the Gospel.

“Fruit” of the lips — Eph 5:4 ... Thanksgiving
Heb 13:15 ... Praise
Isa 57:19 ... Proclamation

When people used the gift of communication to plan
strategies for self-glorification,
God confused their languages —

Gen 11:1-9 ... Babel

6. Read the Word of God, quietly and aloud, again and again,
as much as possible.

Josh 1:8 ... First in the “mouth,”
then in the mind ... “meditate”

When filled with the Word of God,
our words with others will be graceful — Col 3:16

What dominates your conversation at home?
Dt 11:18-21 ... children ... house ...

7. Review before retiring to bed the performance of the
tongue throughout the day.

Mt 12:33-37 ... idle word ... judgment ...
If we judge ourselves, we will not be judged
or chastened or condemned —

1 Cor 11:31,32

Begin each day with the prayer of
Psa  19:14 ... mouth ... heart ...

141:3 ... guard ... watch  (Police protection)

And remind yourself of tongue-control,
everytime you brush your teeth or wash your mouth —

Mt 15:11 ... goes in ... comes out ...

If only we take as much care for our words as we take
for our food ... vv16-20

(Study the Outline 152 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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39
Christian Priorities

Introduction
 We as Christians are majoring on minors,

but neglecting the weightier matters (Mt 23:23,24).

 Doing what we should not but neglecting what we should.
Result: Purposelessness,

Directionlessness,
Lack of fulfilment, etc.

The Bible speaks about several things we must do FIRST,
and they are our PRIORITIES.

1. Inward Purity
Mt 23:25-28 ... FIRST cleanse the inside ...
Hypocrisy & show-off.
Repeated “woe!” (vv13,14,15,23,25,27,29)

We have so many popular slogans like —
Jesus Loves, Jesus Saves, Jesus Redeems, etc.

But how about Jesus Sees, Jesus Watches, etc.? (Heb 4:13)

One of the greatest revelations:
“You are a God who sees me!” (El-Roi) ... (Gen 16:13)

See Job 34:21,22/Prov 15:11

John’s Message: a) Jesus the LAMB
— SALVATION (Jn 1:29)

b) Jesus the LIGHT
— SANCTIFICATION (Jn 1:6-8)

We emphasize the first, but miss the second.

Frequent Self-examination by the Word of God
— Two-edged sword (Heb 4:12,13) ... “eyes”

 Truthfulness in inward parts (Psa 51:6)

Only God can bring a clean thing out of an unclean
(Job 14:4)

2. Eternal Values
Mt 6:31-34 ... Seek FIRST the Kingdom of God
Non-Christians vs. Christians

1 Cor 15:19 ... “If in this life only...”
Living like animals (v32)

— The temporariness of the world.
Love of worldly things ... (1 Jn 2:15-17)

— Seek things above (Col 3:2,3)
eg) Flowers on the body of a dead man mean

nothing to him
— Spiritual things alone satisfy

(Jer 2:13; 18:14; Isa 55:1,2)

Two rich men: Lk 12:16-21; 16:19-31

Unless we are careful and cautious,
we will be drowned into “all” evil —

Love of money — THE root ...
1 Tim 6:6-11
Eternal values: Righteousness, Godliness, Faith,

Love, Patience, Gentleness, ...
Do you have the money, or does money have you?

3. Right Relationships
Mt 5:21-24 ... FIRST reconcile ...

Otherwise how can we love God whom we have not seen?
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Problems are mainly because we condemn in others
what we justify in ourselves —

Mt 7:1-5 ... FIRST remove your plank!

The first confession of Zaccheus (Lk 19:8)
The first saying of Jesus on the Cross (Lk 23:34)

 Take initiative whether or not you are the offender —
Mt 18:15

 Second mile (Mt 5:41)
 As much as is in you ... (Rom 12:18-21)

Ask God for help (Lk 17:3-5)

4. Bible Meditation
Rom 3:1,2 ... CHIEF  advantage of Jew (cf. Dt 4:8)
2 Pet 1:19,20 ... Knowing FIRST ... Scripture

We claim that the Bible is the bestseller.
The Bible Societies boast of how many Bibles are sold;
but the question is: How many are read?

 God’s complaint —
“I gave them My law ... They considered it a

strange thing” (Hos 8:12)
But Job — “more than my necessary food” (Job 23:12)

“They forgot My Word; I’ll forget their children” (Hos 4:6b)

 Teaching the Bible to children (2 Tim 3:15; 1:5)
Back to the Bible!

Systematic reading — Bible Reading Calendars
“Daily Manna”

5. Wholehearted Worship/Devotion
Mt 22:35-38 ... FIRST Commandment ...

heart (feelings); soul (inner man); mind (emotions)

 10 Commandments: 1) (First) I am your Lord God
2) (Second) No idols

Love demands time.
Worship = Communion with God in PRAYER & PRAISE

 Prayer was primary in Christ’s life —
At Baptism (Lk 3:21)
In the Wilderness (Lk 4:1,2)
During ministry (Mk 1:32-35)
Eve of Crucifixion (Mt 26:36; Heb 5:7)
On the Cross (Lk 23:34; Mt 27:46; Lk 23:46)
Now in Heaven (Heb 7:25)

 He has taught us to pray (Mt 6:9).
He has commanded us to pray always (Lk 18:1).

 The early Church known for Prayer & Praise.

6. Family Peace
Lk 10:5 ... whichever house you enter ...

FIRST say, Peace!

The universal problem ... family conflicts

Parents & Children —

Last verse of OT (Mal 4:5,6)
FIRST commandment with promise (Eph 6:2; Ex 20:12)

 Family altar
 Family time

No service for God is worth anything if the house is not
in order (1 Tim 3:5)

7. World Evangelization
Mk 13:3,4,10 ... The Gospel must FIRST ...
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 We are disciples only as long as we reproduce —
Jn 15:8 ... Thrown away if fruitless (v2)

A fruitless Christian is a false Christian!
The first thing Andrew did —

Jn 1:40-42 ... brought his brother to Jesus

 Personal Soulwinning
 Neighbourhood Evangelism
 Missionary outreach.

What is “first” in our Church budget?

 Conclusion
If we reprioritise our lives by putting first things first,
we will have no regrets on the Day of Rewards (Rev 22:12).

Must I go and empty-handed
Thus my dear Redeemer meet
Not one day of service give Him
Lay no trophy at His feet

Must I go and empty-handed
Must I meet my Saviour so
Not one soul with which to greet Him
Must I empty-handed go

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

40
“Behind ... Forward ... Upward!”

(A Study of the Epistle to the Philippians)

Introduction
 Text: Phil 3:12-14

(a) Leave behind
(b) Reach forward
(c) Press upward

I call this the 3-dimensional Call for each Christian.

Leaving behind ... refers to our past life
Reaching forward ... refers to our present race
Pressing upward ... refers to our future goal

One step leads to the other;
one is not independent of the other.

 Whenever we meditate or analyse any verse or
a short passage in the Bible,
we must study it in its immediate and wider context.

Immediate context: A few verses up and down
Wider context: The entire Book

(Still wider context would be the whole Bible.)

For our meditation,
I have analyzed this text in the Book context:
i.e. the entire Epistle to the Philippians.

4 Chapters.

— A Prison Letter (1:7)

— A letter written after being seasoned by sorrows
& problems in life (2:27)
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— A letter from a “mature” man of God (3:16)
— He was awaiting eventual martyrdom (1:20-27).

So much so, it’s an extremely practical letter.
Read thro’ the entire Epistle in one sitting,
to catch the spirit and heartbeat of the Apostle.

(A) LEAVE BEHIND!

What to leave behind:
3 things as specifically taught in this Epistle:

1. Self-righteousness
 3:4-9 ... 7 plusses

i.e. confidence in the flesh (v4)
“Without Me you can do NOTHING” (Jn 15:5)

 He was a Pharisee .. “Concerning the Law a Pharisee”
The universal problem of many Pharisees (v5c)

Lk 18:9-14 ... Pharisee vs. Publican

What Jesus told a Pharisee when a prostitute (?)
washed His feet during dinner (Lk 7:39-48)

 We are all unclean ... all our righteousness (Isa 64:6)
Self-efforts are like sinking sand —
Job 9:30,31 ... snow water ... soap ... soak pit ... stinking
Jer 2:22 ... much soap ... stained ... iniquity

 May be we are zealous in the things of God —
Rom 10:2,3 ... Zeal without knowledge
What knowledge? Jer 9:23,24 ...

Pride of accomplishment
 Pride of place ... race ... face ... lace ... grace

“God resists the proud” (Js 4:6)
Prov 29:23 ... Pride ... low ... humility ... honour
S-I-N ... PR-I-DE (The centre)

We may be men of good standing;
but do not confuse it with status (1 Cor 1:26-31)

2. Selfish ambition
The previous point speaks of our relationship with God;
this one about our relationship with men —

 2:1-4
envy ... strife
The root of relationship problems —

Js 3:16 ... self-seeking ...
The first sign of perilous times —

2 Tim 3:1,2 ... lovers of themselves ...

There’s nothing wrong in loving ourselves,
as long as we love others as we love ourselves!

“Love your neighbour as you love yourself”

 Be a problem-solver, not a problem-creator!
4:2,3 ... Euodia & Synteche

 Discussions must not lead to disputes —
2:14 ... without murmuring ...

What are “holy hands” in worship?
1 Tim 2:8 ... without anger ...

 Selfish ambition in ministry —
1:12-17 ... preaching out of envy ...

They had been looking for an opportunity to overtake
Paul in ministry —
They took advantage of his imprisonment.

But Paul saw the positive side —
1:18 ... Christ is preached anyway!

He emphasises cooperation, not competition,
thro’ many word pictures —
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— Partners (1:5; 4:15)
— Son & Father (2:22)
— Brothers & Colleagues (2:25)
— True companion & Friend (4:3)

 Faulty relationships belong to old life (Col 3:7-14)

3. Earthlymindedness
 3:17-21 ... Physical + material

These are the priorities of the pagans (Mt 6:31-34)

That’s why covetousness is called idolatry —
Eph 5:5/Col 3:5c

 Physical fitness is important,
but spiritual health is indispensable —

1 Tim 4:8
   :13-15 ... godly disciplines

As your soul prospers ... 3 Jn 2
eg) Prov 30:8a ... moral life

:8b ... material things

 Contentment
4:11-13 ... learned to be content ...

As a man of God ... love of money vs. contentment
(1 Tim 6:6-11)

Love of money is so deceptive that it can suggest
so many excuses and justifications.

(B) REACH FORWARD!

Introduction
 The previous point: “Leave behind!”

Christian life is leaving and cleaving.
It’s breaking of old bonds and making new bonds.

— Psa 1:1,2 ... Sit not with the scornful,
 but sit with the Scriptures.

— Family life: Even before there were parents
or parents-in-law, the exhortation to leave his father

& mother and cleave to his wife.
— Exit Egypt if you desire to enter Canaan.
— “Let’s go on to the other side!”
— “Repent” + “Believe”
— Jeremiah: Root out, pull down, build, plant ... (Jer 1:10)

The “leaving behind” must be thorough —
“FORGETTING those things behind” (3:13)

Occasionally those things may surface;
because, Egypt may not leave us! (onions & garlics)

(Num 11:5)
That’s why “Forgetting.”

At the same time,
we must not keep on “relaying” the foundation;
we must begin the construction of superstructure!

What to reach forward to:
Again 3 things culled from this Epistle —

1. Life worthy of the Gospel
 1:27 ... “Conduct” worthy of the Gospel

   What non-Christians expect of Christians (Mt 5:16)

A life worthy of the Bible we believe —

eg) A bald man selling hair oil.
“Physician, heal yourself first!”

eg) “Sword of the Lord and of Gideon!”
(Judg 7:17,18) ... To the 300 men



226225

The Word to become flesh.
Leatherbound Bibles must become skin-covered Bibles!

 So many Bible translations —
Which is the best?

Your life is the best Translation readable and
understandable for the people!
2 Cor 3:2,3 ... Living Epistles “read” by all men ...

not with ink but Spirit!
  2:15,16 ... Faultless in a crooked generation.

“lights in the world”
Let your light so shine ... (Mt 5:16)

 2:12 ... Obeying in my absence also —
— holy walk whether or not anyone sees us

 4:8 ... Take care of your thought life.
“Keep your heart with all diligence;
out of it proceed streams (springs) of life” (Prov 4:23)

2. Gospel to the Unreached
 Gospel proclamation is the central thought in this Epistle—

1:5 ... fellowship in the Gospel
1:7 ... defence & confirmation of the Gospel
1:12 ... furtherance of the Gospel
1:17 ... defence of the Gospel
1:27 ... worthy of the Gospel
1:27 ... striving for the Gospel
2:22 ... served in the Gospel
4:3 ... laboured in the Gospel
4:15 ... support from the beginning of the Gospel

These verses show the passion of Paul to reach the lost.

It was his aggressive spirit that brought them to Philippi —
 Asia  Bithinia  Macedonia

The Philippian Church was the first one to be planted
in Europe (Acts 16:6-40)

 Do we have “passion for souls”
or simply “targets for projects?”

Once the passion is lost,
we are just a machine, not a Mission!

David Livingstone: “Anywhere provided forward!”
Jesus’ vision: Other sheep (Jn 10:16)

Other towns (Lk 4:43)

3. Sacrifice unto death
 2:17... “drink offering” — pouring of wine around sacrifices.

Similarly,  2 Tim 4:6

This thought also runs throughout the Epistle —

 The very salutation —
“Servants (= slaves)” ... not apostles (1:1)

 The most classic passage is 2:5-11
which is called the “Jesus Hymn” —

Christ set aside His privileges voluntarily to
assume servanthood —

2:6,7 ... He humbled Himself ...
“Not to be served, but to serve!”

 Sacrificing unto death is not only for Christ
but for all His disciples and followers —

Lk 9:22-26 ... If “any man” ...

A rare/unpopular teaching of the day.

 Examples of sacrificial service —
a) Timothy (2:19-22)
b) Epaphroditus (2:25-30)
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 These are days of increasing persecution.
We will be terrified only if we love our lives —

1:28-30
(Gallows are soft beds for the daring!)

 This Epistle is called Joy Epistle —
For a Christian, sacrifice & suffering must only increase
his joy —

Paul looked forward to his finishing of race —
with chains — with joy —

Acts 20:22-24

This should not be thought as escapism —
1:21-26 ... His choice to live

though departure was far better!

(C) PRESS UPWARD!

Introduction
 Phil 3:12-14 ... Leave behind

Reach forward
Press upward

(i.e. Press on for the upward goal)

The first two are essentially horizontal dimensions —
The third one is vertical.

It’s like length & breadth vs. height.
eg) a cube — length, breadth, height —
     or an equilateral triangle — Equal importance!

 Press upward!

What is the upward call?

1. It’s a call to live for the Glory of God.
Lets’ look at the numerous references in this Epistle
to the “Glory of God” to understand this call practically —

 1:10,11 ... An excellent lifestyle that’s adorned by the fruits
  of righteousness ... by Christ Jesus.
  i.e. Developing Christlikeness.
 “Purifies himself as He is pure!” (1 Jn 3:3)

 1:20 ... Christ magnified in my body
(glorifying God in body — 1 Cor 6:20 —
Context: vv18,19 ... sexual immorality)

 4:15-19 ... Liberality in giving ... aroma to God
(These Macedonian Christians/2 Cor 8:1-3; 9:13)

Giving is not for getting from God but for glorifying Him.

 4:20 ... To God and Father be glory!
(Paul sings even before finishing the Epistle!)
Christ the supreme Example (2:11)

We must be able to say at the end of our lives,
“I’ve glorified You ... finished the work ...” (Jn 17:4)

— Two aims mean one too many!

2. It’s a call to walk with Heavenly-mindedness.
 Frequent references to the Day of Christ

1:6 ... good work ... until the day of Christ
    :10 ... Be without offence till the day of Christ

2:16 ... so I may rejoice in the day of Christ
3:20 ... Heaven from where we eagerly wait

... for the Saviour
4:5 ... The Lord is at hand!

Even while blessing them with a promise of God’s provision,
he said ...

“Your need ... according to His riches in glory” (4:19)

Live with eternity-consciousness.
Too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use,

or too earthly-minded to be of any heavenly use?
Seek those things which are above (Col 3:1-4).
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 Do not be satisfied with average quality of life —
Strive for excellence (1:10)
“My utmost for His Highest” — Oswald Chambers

 Keep enjoying the Trinitarian Blessing —
2:1 ... For oneness
3:3 ... For worship
“I keep the Lord always before Me ..

I shall not be moved ... no sheol” (Acts 2:25-28)

 Grow in the Knowledge of Christ —
3:8 ... Study of the Gospels with OT references

 Aim at Resurrection (3:10,11) i.e First Resurrection —
Night & day expectation (Acts 26:6-8)
Otherwise it’s animal life (1 Cor 15:32)
“If for this life only ...”   (            :19)

 Our citizenship in Heaven (3:20,21)
Philippi ... Roman Colony ... Pilgrims.
“This world is not my home ... passer by!”

— Jim Reeves
 Should we not then have earthly concerns?

4:6,7 ... Be anxious for nothing ... everything ...

3. It’s a call to strive for the prize.
3:14 ... goal ... prize

We are called to “finish well.”
The Bible history & Church history are filled with people
who started off well but did not finish successfully —

Let’s study their lives to avoid the pitfalls —

eg) Israelites: 1 Cor 10:1,5,6,11,12
:13 ... No temptation too strong.

The end  more important than the beginning (Eccl 7:8).

 God’s Part  vs.  Our Part
1:6 / 2:13    2:12
(Calvinistic)    (Arminian)

 How do we know we’re running well?
— Take time for periodic assessment
— Take a break from busy schedule

“God will reveal” (3:15)

 Not only for ourselves but also for our contacts
2:19,20 ... Consistent follow-up

 Imitate Paul (3:17) (1 Cor 4:16/11:1)
Before dying he said, “I’ve finished the race!”

(2 Tim 4:6-8)
 Conclusion

1:6 ... Being CONFIDENT ...
He who has begun .. complete ...

He is the Alpha & the Omega.
He is the Author & the Finisher.

Who was ... Who is ... Who is to come!
Past life Present race Future reward
(Leave behind) (Reach forward) (Press upward)

Become better everyday!

(Study the Outline 41 also.)
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41
The Christian Outlook

Introduction
 Five-dimensional outlook of Christian Life

Text: Philippians 3:1-21
1. Backward Look

i.e. looking behind (vv7,8)

Self-righteousness or self-justification
is the vilest sin we must repent of —
Isa 64:6 ... filthy rags

Self-justification & self-righteousness go together —
eg) Adam & Eve — Blameshifting & Covering with leaves

(Gen 3:8-13)
Sing: Amazing Grace — how sweet the sound —

That saved a wretch like me!
I once was lost but now am found,
Was blind but now I see. (See page 54.)

A constant reminder of our absolute unworthiness to be
called God’s children — 1 Jn 3:1

2. Forward Look
i.e. looking ahead (vv12,13)

Christian life is a walk with Christ hand in hand.

“I may lay hold of that for which Christ has also
laid hold of me” (v12)

The lesson:
I cannot do anything without God;
God will not do anything without me.
This is the meaning of “fellowship.”

Goal: “Perfection”
Stages: Justification  Sanctification  Glorification

(Rom 8:30)

3. Upward Look
i.e. looking above (vv14,20,21)

The opposite of earthly-mindedness (vv18,19)
Religion for earthly blessings only (1 Cor 15:19)

This is animal lifestyle (1 Cor 15:32)

Our friendship & association will greatly influence
us for this kind of thinking (vv33,34)

Jesus said: “You are not of the world” (Jn 15:19)

4. Inward Look
i.e. looking inside (vv15,16)

“mind ... think ... mind”
Paul is calling us here for self-introspection —

“God will reveal”
Keep the heart with all diligence — Prov 4:23
Regular cleansing — 1 Jn 1:7

(walking in the light = transparency)
Outward appearance (adornment) vs. Inner attitude.

5. Outward Look
i.e. looking around (v17)
The fellowship of saints & company of God’s servants

Paul writes this letter from prison as an Ambassador
of the message of the Cross (1:7)
His consuming passion was the “furtherance of the Gospel”

(1:12)
This must be our passion: Reaching the lost around us.

 Conclusion
If we walk with this 5-dimensional outlook,
we will be filled with “inexpressible joy” —

Phil 3:1,3; 4:4 ... Rejoice ... Rejoice ... Rejoice ...

(Study the Outline 40 also.)
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42

What’s Abiding in Christ?
Introduction

The Bible is the story of God restoring man from
fruitlessness to fruitfulness.

First God tried with Israel, but they failed —

Isa 5:1-2,7 ... sour grapes
Hos 10:1a ... fruit to self
Mt 21:33,34,43 ... no fruit

Finally God sent and set up His own Son,
and Jesus calls Himself as the “TRUE” Vine —

Jn 15:1 ... contrasting with the fruitless vine of the past

A prophetic picture in Psalm 80 —

vv3,7,19 ... Prayer for Restoration (thrice)
vv8,14-16 ... Condition of the vine of Israel
vv17,18 ... Christ is the Answer unto fruitfulness.

The one condition for fruitfulness is —
“Abiding in Christ” (Jn 15:4-7)
(Restoration by Repentance — Fruitbearing by Abidance)

Let’s learn from this chapter (John 15)
the meaning of Abiding in Christ.

We will study under the following outline —

1. My Father (vv1,8,10,15,23,24)
2. My Word (vv3,7,20)
3. My Disciples (v8)
4. My Love (v9)
5. My Commandments (v10)

6. My Joy (v11)
7. My Friends (v14)
8. My Name (vv16,21)
9. My Witnesses (vv26,27)

1. My Father (Jn 15:1)

 Abiding in Christ means enjoying our membership in the
Family of God, with Christ as our Elder Brother.

Jn 20;17 ... My Father and Your Father
Heb 2:11-13 ... Jesus our Elder Brother
Jn 1:12 ... Membership by receiving Christ
1 Jn 3:1 ... The greatest manifestation of love
Rom 8:15-17... No more fear! Abba, Father!

Abiding: Joint-heirs with Christ

 The culmination in Revelation —

The Father’s Paradise (Rev 2:7)
The Father’s Power (2:26,27)
The Father’s Name (3:12)
The Father’s Throne (3:21)

2. My Word (Jn 15:3,7)

Abiding in Christ means delightfully feeding on and living
by the Word of God.

 If we are compared to a plant, the Word of God plays the
most important role at every stage —

Seed (Lk 8:11)
Birth (1 Pet 1:23)
Growth                  (1 Cor 3:6) — “Watering”
Pruning (Jn 15:2,3)
Fruitbearing (Psa 1:2,3)
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 The Word in all areas of our life means fruitful living —

Dt 6:6-11 a) in the heart
b) to the children
c) in family conversations
d) in the outside world
e) in sleep (meditation), etc.

“frontlets” = phylacteries
i.e. prayer bands containing the passages
(Dt 6:4-9; 11:13-21 and put in small leather
case — tied to the forehead and left arm.)

Warning: Present trend to rely on so-called new
revelations and prophesies and dreams.

3. My Disciples (Jn 15:8)

Abiding in Christ means keeping Him as the Model of God
and imitating Him —

Lk 6:40 ... “a disciple like his teacher”

 The primary area to imitate Jesus is in the life of
righteousness —

Heb 1:9 ... He stands as the “leader” (= model)
among His companions.

 Righteousness in the plant-life —

Seed (Hos 10:12a)
Rain (Hos 10:12b)
Sunshine (Mal 4:2)
Tree (Isa 61:3)
Fruits (2 Cor 9:10)

 The Name of Christ — “The Lord Our Righteousness”
“He” will be called ... (Jer 23:5,6)

The Name of the Church — “The Lord Our Righteousness”
“She” will be called ... (Jer 33:15,16)

 Righteousness —
Positional vs. Practical
(1 Cor 1:30) (1 Jn 3:7)

4. My Love (Jn 15:9)

Abiding in Christ means living in close union with Christ,
as our Bridegroom.

Our love in response to His: “He first loved us” (1 Jn 4:19)

 OT — Law — Legalism — Duty
NT — Love — Liberty — Delight

 The teaching of the Epistles —

Rom 7:4 ... married to Christ (Dead to the Law)
2 Cor 11:2 ... Chaste virgin to Christ

(Complication of the Law, v3)
Eph 5:25 ... Christ loved the Church ...

 This is beautifully illustrated in the Song of Solomon
in a garden centext —

SS  1:2; 2:3; 3:6; 4:12-14; 5:1; 6:2,3; 7:11-13; 8:5,6

— Never allow anything to come between you and the Lord.

— Love Him more than anything and anybody
eg) Jesus to Simon Peter (Jn 21:15)

— Walk in open and transparent fellowship with Him.
No fear or guilt (1 Jn 4:16-19)

5. My Commandments (Jn 15:10)

Abiding in Christ means accepting Him as our King
and obeying Him implicitly.
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 The greatest commandment is to love one another —

Jn 15:12 ... THIS is the commandment ...
1 Jn 3:11,23 ... THIS is the message ...
1 Jn 4:21 ... THIS is the commandment ...

 Lovelessness is fruitlessness —
Mic 7:1,2 ... Every man hunts his brother ...

 Fruit of Righteousness produces peace —
Js 3:18

 :14-17 ... the opposite!
How to be fruitful in the knowledge of Christ —

2 Pet 1:7,8 ... brotherly kindness ... love ...
Practically —

a) Help the needy, to be fruitful —
Tit 3:14 (Opposite: Isa 5:1,2,8)

b) A living fellowship is a must for blossoming growth —
Psa 92:12,13 ... Do not be a loner!

c) Boast not against the lost and the fallen —
Rom 11:17-20 ... you are standing (only) by faith

6. My Joy (Jn 15:11)

Abiding in Christ means despising the shame with the
heavenly reward in mind. He is the Rewarder.

 The NT invariably associates joy with tribulation
or suffering —

Mt 5:4; Jn 16:33; Acts 13:50,52
Rom 12:12; 2 Cor 7:4; Phil 4:4 (Paul writing from prison)
Heb 12:2; 1 Pet 1:6

 Prophet Habakkuk finally learnt this lesson —

First he questions —  Hab 1:2,13
Then he understands — 3:17,18,19 ... “in the Lord”

 Chastening produces fruit —
Heb 12:11 ... fruit of righteousness ...

Yes, pruning is painful, but ... !
Yes, shaking by wind is threatening, but the roots ... !
Trust the Lord in all situations and be fruitful (Jer 17:7,8)

“... will not fear when heat comes ...”

7. My Friends (Jn 15:14)

Abiding in Christ means taking stand as a friend of God
in this wicked generation.

 vv18,19 ... Hated by the world
Js 4:4 ... Friend of the world

Separated life is a fruitful life —
Psa 1:1,3,4
Gen 12:1,2/Isa 41:8,9 ... Abraham, God’s friend

 Mixed seed forbidden —
Dt 22:9,10 ... ox and donkey ...

Young people!
Beware, in your friendship!
Beware, in your marriage!

 We understand the secrets of the Lord (as a friend)
in separation —

Jn 15:15 ... I’ve told you “all” things.
Gen 18:17,18 ... Will I hide from Abraham?

 “Trust/Depend on/Believe ...”
Js 2:23 ... Abraham “believed ...

called a friend of God”
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8. My Name (Jn 15:16)

Abiding in Christ means enjoying His advocatory ministry
at the right hand of God.

 Christ the Advocate when we sin —
1 Jn 2:1
Heb 4:14-16 ... Mercy — for forgiveness

 ... Grace — for overcoming
Illustrated from what the Good Samaritan

told the Inn-keeper.
 Christ the Advocate when we pray —

Jn 16:23,24 ... Ask the Father in My Name ...

We must be soaked in the “words of Christ”
if we are to pray in His will —

Jn 15:7 ... If My words abide in you ...

Read the Gospels & Revelation as much as possible,
and the Epistles for interpretation.

 No one can condemn us —
Rom 8:31-34 ... Who? ... Who? ... Who? ...

 We decide that we would do nothing that would bring
dishonour to God’s Name — 2 Tim 2:19

To the extent we do this, we can enjoy
and exercise its power and authority! (Devil: Paul I know!)

9. My Witnesses (Jn 15:26,27)

Abiding in Christ means being a witness for Him in the
power of the Holy Spirit.

“Holy Spirit AND we ...” (Acts 5:32)

 The departing words of Christ to His disciples —
Acts 1:8,9 ... power ... witnesses ...

 Holy Ghost witnessing alone is fruitful —
Ezek 34:26,27 ... Showers and fruits

   47:12 ... River from the holy place ...
Trees fruitful

Zech 4:11-14 ... Two Olive Trees ... anointed
Joshua — Religious leader
Zerubbabel — Civil leader

 :6 ... but by My Spirit ...

 A call for prayer for outpouring —
Joel 1:11-13 ... lament ... fast ...

  2:23,24 ... former rain ... latter rain ...

Stay full of the Holy Spirit!

Partnership with the Spirit:
“The Spirit & the Bride” (Rev 22:17)

 Conclusion
Abiding in Christ means a greater and fuller revelation
of Him and relating to Him as —

1) Our Elder Brother
2) The Word of God
3) Our Model
4) Our Bridegroom
5) Our King
6) Our Rewarder
7) Our Friend
8) Our Advocate
9) Jesus, the Saviour of the world

If we thus abide in Christ (Jn 15:7) —

Result: “We bear much fruit” (v8)
End  : “The Father is glorified” (v8)
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43
From Barrenness to Fruitfulness

Introduction
2 Pet 1:5-8 ... “Partaking of Divine Nature” (v4)

Faith is fundamental/foundational —
 Like precious faith (v1)
 All those who believed (Acts 2:44)

Not a mass addition of all the 7 virtues to faith;
but one to the other — in steps.

“faith + virtue + knowledge + self-control
+ patience + godliness + brotherly kindness + love”

Provisions: “POWER” (v3) + “PROMISES” (v4)

Seven Divine Couplets: (Negatively approached)

“ALL diligence” — Too many careless/casual Christians

1. Faith without Virtue (= goodness, no guile)

Js 2:17-20 ... The horizontal component of faith
 :21-26 ... Two examples of goodness

 Abraham — Ready to part with his precious
(a man) possession (to God)

 Rahab — Ready to protect the strangers
(a woman)    (towards men)

Jn 1:47-51 — Nathaniel  much angels
(God glorified)

Acts 11:24 — Barnabas  much people
(Men blessed)

Thus,
God is glorified! (Mt 5:16)

2. Virtue without Knowledge (devotion without discretion)
Mt 10:16 — Persecution from men
Rom 16:18-20 — Pressure from Satan

(Evil doctrine, v17)
eg) Jehovah Witnesses — receiving them to be “good” to them!

(2 Jn 10)
3. Knowledge without Self-control

1 Cor 8:1 ... knowledge puffs up ...
  :7-13 ... Offence to others (Food offered to idols)

Also in dress and such things.

4. Self-Control without Patience
(Not attacks of self-control but the very attitude)
Heb 10:36-39 (Self-control = Will of God)

Not our desires!
A relaxed posture in self-control is required.
We lose a lot because we don’t hold on till the end.

We may not be immediately rewarded,
or we may not at once see wonderful things
happening; but we must hold on!

5. Patience without Godliness
1 Pet 2:20 ... patient while punished for faults?

  :21-23 ... Follow Christ
Most of us suffer because of our loose tongue (v22)

eg) “You know I am patient, otherwise I’d have finished you!”

6. Godliness without  Brotherly Kindness
1 Jn 4:20,21 (I don’t hate him; I just don’t love him!)

eg) Cain at the altar against his brother
— Mt 5:23,24 ... When you come to the altar ...
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18:15 ... Whether you are the offender or the
 offended, “you” must take the initiative.

— We sinned against God but He came seeking us!

7. Brotherly Kindness without Love (agape)
1 Cor 13:3 ... Self-interest, name for self, etc.

Acts of Charity without real selfless love.

Conclusion
 Barrenness to Fruitfulness is  a journey from Faith to Love!

 Faith is the Cornerstone of Christian life;
Love is the Capstone.

 Faith enables exit from Egypt;
Love enables entry into Canaan.

Egypt — a land of bondage
Canaan — a land of blessing + bounty

If we miss the linking virtues,
we are left in the wilderness —

a land of barrenness!

44
Thoughts on the Will of God

Introduction
The Bible has both “teaching” and “testimony” —

Isa 8:20
Here’s a brief study of the subject of the “Will of God”
in the light of a few passages from the NT Epistles.

Doing the Will of God is more important
than even the Work of God — (Mt 7:21)

1)  Romans 1:9-11
a) Prayer (v10)

Paul ... Acts 9:6 ... What will You have me to do?
Lord’s Prayer ... Mt 6:10 ... Your will be done ...
Jesus in Gethsemane ... Mt 26:39,42 ...

b) Holy desire (v11)
Phil 2:13 ... God works both to will ...

and work His pleasure
eg) a “desire” to enter fulltime Christian work

2)  Romans 9:1
The Spirit’s witness in the conscience.
Prov 20:27... spirit of man is the lamp of the Lord.
God’s Spirit speaks to our spirit (1 Cor 2:11)
Keep the conscience clear —

(Acts 24:16; 1 Tim 1:5)
i.e. Keep the spirit sensitive.

3)  Romans 12:2
“Renewing of mind ... good will of God”

(not “removing” of mind!)
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How?
a) Surrendering the body (v1)

Rom 6:12,19 ... “lest we obey the lusts (= desires)
 of the body” x God’s desires

1 Cor 9:26,27 ... “To run with certainty ...
 discipline the body”

Discipline x Distraction/Deviation

Indiscipline  Indefiniteness

b) Non-conformity to the world (v2)
Transformation x Conformation
1 Jn 2:15-17 — worldly lusts vs. will of God

Stop learning the ways of the world.
“Stir up the gift of the Spirit of ... sound mind!”

(2 Tim 1:6,7)

4)  2 Corinthians 5:5-7,9
The Spirit is the guarantee for our confidence (v5).
Therefore, no self-confidence but Spirit-granted confidence.

a) Be confident of the “spiritual” presence of the Lord (v6)
b) Do not look for signs or any feelings,

but keep going in faith (v7)
Fact  Faith  Feelings

The Spirit in His sovereignity may grant us
“visions & dreams,” but we don’t need to wait
 for them.

c) Make it your “aim” to please God in everything (v9)

5)  Galatians 2:1,2
“... by revelation to Jerusalem”

How did this revelation come to Paul?

a) Firm stand on the Gospel of grace
(Acts 15:1,2a) ... opposing circumcision

No revelation apart from the written revelation
of the Gospel.

Gal 1:6-8 ... Any Gospel other than that of
 Grace is a “different” Gospel.

Beware of extra-Biblical revelations!

b) Decision of and in agreement with the leaders
(Acts 15:2)

2 Cor 13:1 ... Two or three witnesses
Prov 11:14 ... multitude of counsellors,

NOT controllers!
Contradiction with the conviction of godly leaders is
very unsafe.

6)  Galatians 5:18
“Leading by the Spirit”

When He leads —

a) No legalism

“Not under law”

= no pressure or dictation
The “nature” of the Spirit is love, joy,

peace ... gentleness .. etc. (vv22,23)
i.e. liberty in Christ (v1)

b) No fear (Rom 8:14,15) ... “Abba, Father!”
A sense of belonging to God’s family (Rom 8:16)

Holy Spirit’s witness
An assurance: The Father will not lead

His children astray.
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c) Our weaknesses taken care of —
Rom 8:26,27 ... Spirit helps ... Spirit Himself ...

Need not become desperate when we “know not” the
will of God in prayer in certain crucial situations.
The Holy Spirit takes over!
He employs His gifts like Word of Wisdom,
Word of Knowledge, Discernment, Tongues,

Interpretation, etc.
I speak in tongues ... mysteries =

 things we don't understand

A full assurance of Romans 8:28
“His purpose” = His will to make us like Jesus

(vv29,30)
1 Thess 4:3,7

This is the will of God ... your sanctification.
Any step/action towards holiness is God’s Will.

7)  Ephesians 5:15-17
“Not unwise but understanding
 what the will of the Lord is” (v17)

What is wisdom? —

a) Walking “circumspectly” (v15)

= carefully
= strictly
= without stumbling
= with a due sense of responsibility

i.e. No casualness but diligence

b) Walking time-consciously (v16)
= make best use of time.
= buy opportunities.

This is real wisdom! (Eccl 11:4,6)

Understand  “The days are evil”
 “Tomorrow is not ours” (Prov 27:1)

One who is diligent and does not waste time
normally does not miss God’s will.

8)  Philippians 2:19-28
Guidance based on logical conclusions —

v19 — Timothy — “FOR no man likeminded” (v20)
vv 23,24 — Myself — “AS SOON AS

how it goes with me”
v25 — Epaphroditus — “I considered ... SINCE” (v26)

“Therefore” is a common word in God’s vocabulary!

“Though” is more an exception than a rule!

 When common sense makes sense,
do not look for any other sense!

9)  Philippians 4:6-9
A “guarded” mind!

True religion resides in the MIND.

a) By thankful prayer (v6)
Anxiety is a great enemy in finding God’s will.
Relaxation greatly helps to understand God’s mind.
“The peace of God which passes all understanding.”

He who “believes” makes no haste (Isa 28:16)
... sure foundation ... tried stone ...

precious cornerstone ...
b) By godly thinking (v8)

true ... noble ... just ... pure ... lovely
Filter out dirty things —
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eg) Ungodly material in Newspapers
Corruption everywhere
Failures of others

We may “hear” them but should not “meditate” on them!
God writes His plan on clean minds.

c) By following good patterns (v9)

We must follow good examples, but remember,
ideal (perfect) leaders cannot be found.

We do not understand God without Jesus.
We do not understand Jesus without persons like Paul —

(1 Cor 11:1) ... Follow me as I follow Christ
God’s men are “stars” for us to guide us!

(Rev 1:20)

10)  Colossians 1:9
Pray for others.

Servants of God must “daily” pray
for people to be filled with the knowledge of God’s will.

... since the day ... pray ... His will ...

Our ministry to others —

When other members find and do God’s will,
it becomes easy for us too — in the Body.

11)  James 4:13-16
“If the Lord wills ...”

This refers to “long term” projects —
“... a year ...” (v13)

— not the routine activities.
a) “You do not know ...” (v14)

Praise God we do not know everything about
tomorrow! None of us will be happy if we are told
in advance how and when we would die!

b) “Life is for a little time” (v14)
“Brevity of life” must be fully sunk in our hearts.
 It must lead us to —

i) Softness & humility
(x arrogance, boasting ... v16)
(eg. King Hezekiah ... Isa 38:15)

ii) Doing all the good we can (v17)

Misuses of the phrase — “If it’s God’s will ...”
— as an excuse for our lack of desire/interest
— a cloak to cover our failures/laziness, etc.

12)  1 John 5:14-16
Prayer must be in accordance to the revealed will
of God — i.e. the Scriptures

eg) Praying for a sinning brother (vv16,17)
Two kinds of sins.
The sin that cannot be forgiven is the denial of

basic faith (vv20,21)
eg) “idolatry”

The more we are saturated with God’s Word,
the more we understand His will,
and that makes our prayers acceptable —

Jn 15:7 ... Pray according to the Bible
 16:23 ... Pray according to Christ’s nature —

“in My name”

(Study the Outline 46 also.)
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45

The Other Side of Guidance

Introduction
 One of the greatest blessings in being God’s children

is His GUIDANCE —
Rom 8:14 ... led by the Spirit

Following God’s guidance in this world prepares us
for life in the other world —

1 Jn 2:17 ... abides forever
 Many of us miss God’s will because we are onesided

in our understanding of His guidance —
Isa 22:22/Rev 3:7 ... truth is parallel

eg)  2 wings of a bird/2 rails for a train

One side: God “opens” the door
Other side: God “shuts” the door

Wrong concept —
All open doors are God’s providence.
All closed doors are devil’s interference.

 Because we are generally strong-willed,
and we desire to go our own way,
God guides us more thro’ closed doors than open doors!

For illustrating this truth
I’ve chosen seven examples from Genesis.

Genesis is actually a book of beginnings.
Interestingly, it speaks of several

“STOPS” ordered by God!

The “steps” of a righteous man ordered by God (Psa 37:23)
Also the “stops” of a righteous man!

1. Tower of Babel
God “stopped” the people from avoiding scattering —
 Gen 11:1-9

(9:1 ... God’s command to fill the earth!)

 Acts 1:8  2:46,47  8:1
Even then they did not come out of that mentality

(Acts 11:19-21)
— The formation of the Antioch Church

God’s perfect will: “We are the SALT of the earth”

Not to be salt pillars;
but to be shaken out of salt cellars!

 Our own language/region ... Normal tendency ...

Have a “World” Vision! — “God so loved the world ...”

2. Hagar
God “stopped” her from escaping suffering —

 Gen 16:8-10
Later God Himself tells Abraham to send her

away (Gen 21:10-12)
Learn to stay put for character development.

 Gethsemane’s cup — No escape
Left alone ... Lk 22:42,43
(Even the closest associates may not stand

with you in crisis)

 Paul’s thorn — 2 Cor 12:7-9
Answer to your prayer by silence

or unexpected reply

In all the above examples, the medium was an “angel” —
The first time we read about these heavenly beings is
in the context of “stopping” entry into the Garden of Eden!
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3. Abimelech
God “stopped” him from committing sin —

Gen 20:1-6
 We have two forces helping us in this area all the time —

a) Holy Spirit who dwells within us —

Js 4:4,5 ... Humility and submission will
give us victory (vv6,7)

2 Thess 2:7 ... He who restrains ...

b) Christ who is seated in Heaven for us —
Heb 2:18 ... able to help ...

4:14,15 ... Great High Priest ...
1 Jn 2:1 ... We have an Advocate ...

Robert Murray M’cheyne (1813-1843):
“If I could hear Christ praying for me in the next room,
I would not fear a million of enemies. Yet the distance
makes no difference — He IS praying for me!”

When we sincerely long (= desire)
for a holy walk before God, we can be assured of His
present help in preventing us from sinning (Js 1:13-15).

We may not know,
but God knows all the traps of Satan.

The uncomfortable feeling is the inner voice of the Holy Spirit
to prevent us from sinning.

4. Abraham
God “stopped” him from slaying Isaac —

Gen 22:9-14

We must not bail ourselves out by our own resources.
When we have money, we pay;
when we have no money, we pray.

eg) A believing student tries for a professional college ...
Not selected in many colleges ...
If you can pay a “capitation fee” and get a seat,
where is God in it?

Do not manipulate.
Wait until God provides a “Lamb” —

It may be in a thicket (Gen 22:13,14)
I studied in a very ordinary Engineering College (1963-1968)

Result: A ministry was born!
Then I studied in one of the renowned colleges (1968-1970)

(Indian Institute of Technology, Madras)

 God does not allow trials which exceed His limit —
Job 1:12 ... do not lay hand on his person
       2:6 ... but spare his life
     38:8,10,11 ... limit for the waves

1 Cor 10:13 ... A way of escape —
Not to “run” away (escape)
but to “bear” and “endure”

Trials are meant to make us, not break us!

 Joseph tried to bail himself out of prison,
but failed (Gen 40:14,23)

The Chief Butler forgot.
5. Isaac

God “stopped” him from going to Egypt —
Gen 26:1,2,6,12

 Human logic vs. Divine purpose
(Normally, common sense, but...)

God changes our course for a greater blessing.

 The apostles were stopped in Asia & Bithinia
for Macedonia!
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Acts 16:6-10 ... forbidden ... not permitted ...

— They did not ascribe it to SATAN!

— They did not sit idly for guidance —
They kept going ... pushing ...
This is obeying the Will of God in GENERAL.

— When they sensed the Spirit’s guidance,
they relaxed & turned to the other direction.

— When God closes one door,
He opens another ...

Heart of Lydia opened (Purple seller)
Gate of Prison opened (Prison keeper)

6. Rachel
God “stopped” her womb from conceiving —

Gen 29:31; 30:2 ... closed
  30:22-24 ... opened ... She got a Joseph!

 Physical & material blessings withheld for granting
spiritual blessings —

 Poor in this world ... rich in faith (Js 2:5)
 Fanny Crosby ... blind ... 8000 hymns

 Everything for our ultimate good only —
eg) Hannah ... Prophet Samuel

Elizabeth ... Prophet John

Delays are not denials.
God gives time for our development.

God fulfils His overall plan —
i.e. 10 Sons were born to Jacob during this period—

 10 tribes!

7. Laban
God “stopped” him from harming Jacob —

Gen 31:22-24,29,42

Similarly God “stopped” Balaam from cursing
God’s people —

Num 22:22,24,26
23:23 ... A glorious truth!

“What God has done!” (Not, what the devil has done!)

God does not permit anyone to touch us (Psa 105:14,15),
unless there’s a greater purpose —

eg) Stephen
The Church lost a deacon (Stephen)
but gained an apostle (Paul).

Similarly the martyrdom of Graham Staines (1941-1999)

— National impact
— Christian forgiveness!

Headlines in the “Hindu” newspaper!

 Conclusion
 Can a guard guide the train by a green flag only?

He needs a red flag also!
 Will we enjoy the day if there’s bright sunlight all the

24 hours?
Don’t we need a night also?

In fact, night comes first and then the day!
Gen 1:5 ... Evening and morning

i.e. Those who have learned to walk in the dark
will easily walk in the day —

The converse may not be true!
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 Is not pain a blessing?
Lepers can save their fingers if they have pain.
Dr. Paul Brand (1914-2003) calls pain as
“a gift nobody wants!”

 Is not death a blessing?
If God does not stop the life of man at some
point of time,
Adam & Eve will be still walking around with a
mat & pillow!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

46

How (Why) we miss God’s Will

Introduction
 What believers need today is NOT more light (revelation),

but more obedience.
Perhaps God is wasting His time on His people
with His revelations —

Rom 10:21 ... Disobedient + contrary
Isa 65:2 ... Rebellious + self-willed

We have read/heard enough on
“How to find God’s Will”

Let’s study here —
“How (why) we miss God’s Will”

The Reasons Why —
1. Independence

Self-will
Our own plans + desires
Js 4:13-16 ... Business plans
Ezek 14:4,5 ... Personal obsessive desires = “idols”
Psa 32:8,9 ... Horse or Mule (Involuntary)
Heb 10:7,9 ... Jesus (Voluntary)

2. Indulgence
Rom 8:12-14 ... Living according to flesh vs. Led by Spirit

 12:2 ... Fashions + trends of the world
1 Jn 2:15-17 ... Love of the world vs. Will of God

Ambitions vs. Covetousness
Balaam’s blindness & deafness (Angel + donkey)
Concept and outlook.

Guidance thro’ closed doors
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3. Intelligence
Common sense & thinking is necessary, but too much
of reasoning & rationalising must be avoided.

 Knowledge & Life, Or, Life & Knowledge?
Two trees: Gen 2:9

Isa 55:8,9 ... God’s thoughts vs. our thoughts
2 Cor 5:5,7,9 ... Faith vs. sense knowledge
Heb 11:8 ... Going, not knowing where
Psa 77:19,20 ... Your way in the sea ...

  Your footsteps not known ...
(An element of uncertainty adds thrill to Christian life.
Otherwise dull and dimensionless.)

Acts 27:9-11,21 ... Skill vs. Spiritual revelation

4. Influence/Interference
Overconsultation and too much of counsel.
Gal 1:16,17 ... Flesh & blood ... other apostles

Relatives or self.
Jn 7:2-8 ... Family & Friends
Isa 30:1,2 ...  Egypt & Pharoah

How I simply “informed” my mother and parents-in-law
and brother about my resignation from earthly job
to enter fulltime Christian work.

Beware of pressures from Preachers! —
 Acts 21:10-14 ... Paul & Prophet Agabus
 1 Ki 13 ... A Man of God & Old Prophet

Killed by a lion.
5. Impatience

Gen 15:3,4
  16:1-4 ... Abraham
  17:15-19

Heb 10:35-38 ... Patience after doing God’s will
   to inherit the Promise

Isa 50:10 ... Discipline of darkness after obedience

Don’t bail yourselves out by means of your resources —
eg) Heb 11:35 ... Refusing deliverance for a better

   resurrection
6. Indolence

Eph 5:15-17 ... Keep yourself busy (“redeem the time”)
Acts 16:6-10 ... Be busy doing the “general” will of God

and what is already “revealed.”

Lk 12:45-48 ... Occupy with what you “have” —
When you obey what you know,
more revelation will be given.

God gives a compass, not a blueprint.
One step at a time!

7. Ignorance

Though fundamental, it’s a never-ending reason.

We understand a person’s mind and desires
by frequently conversing with him.

Similarly God’s mind thro’ —
Bible Meditation
Prayer

a) Word of God = Will of God
Isa 8:19,20 ... Law and testimony

close + consistent study —
not casual reading.
“Logos” — “Rhema”}
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b) Prayer
Rom 8:26,27 ... It is in prayer that the

Holy Spirit quickens our spirit,
and then our mind, to become
tuned to God’s will.

This is like any branch of Science.
We keep on being informed, and grow in
understanding. Then it becomes easy for us
to tackle situations or problems.

Not merely an academic interest...
Not just to “know” but “do” God’s will —

Col 1:9,10 (Jn 7:17a)

(This Outline is developed as a full-length article
in the author’s book, “Fire in my bones,” as the 5th Chapter.)

(Study the Outline 44 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Christ’s Words AFTER the Cross
Introduction

 Christmas story in Matthew & Luke only;
but Easter story in all the 4 Gospels.

Christmas Cards plenty;
Easter Cards rare!

 Christmas is a miracle; but Easter a greater miracle!
 No Christmas without Christ;

No Christianity without Resurrection!
 No miracle in Death; but in Resurrection!
 A man’s life ends with a funeral,

but Christ’s earthly life ended with a festival!
 We do not believe a Christ

who was alive and is dead,
but one who was dead and is alive!

 The empty tomb of Christ, and not the inn of
Bethlehem, has been the cradle of the Church!

 Christianity is essentially a Religion of Resurrection!

 So much preached on the 7 Words (Sayings) of Christ
FROM the Cross;
but very little on what He spoke AFTER the Cross.

 Each of His 7 Sayings after Resurrection
explains how Christian life is a TRIUMPHANT life.

eg)  Christ’s introduction of Himself while addressing
the Churches — Rev 1:17,18 ... dead ... alive

 How He concludes — 3:21 ... overcame

The march of victory! (2 Cor 2:14-16) ... aroma of Christ
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What is Triumphant life?
1. It’s a life of Divine Relationship.

Jn 20:17 ... My Father ... your Father ...
My God ... your God ...

Jesus came to teach us the FATHERHOOD of God —
eg) Sermon on the Mount —

“Your Father in Heaven!”
Mt 5:16 6:6 6:18

:45  :8 :26
:48  :9 :32

6:1    :14 7:11

 This is the Foundation for Christian life (Jn 1:12) —
The devil as a father vs. God as the Father (Jn 8:42,44)

 This is the difference between the OT & NT.
No one adressed God like this in the OT —
That’s why, “Teach us to pray” (Lk 11:1,2)

Say, “God is my Father!” and “My Father is God!”

What a privilege!
How men hesitate to identify, but Jesus (Heb 2:11,12)
Not again to fear ... but “Abba, Father” (Rom 8:15,16)

2. It’s a Life of Incomprehensible Peace.
The Resurrected Christ said, “Peace!”

Lk 24:36 ... Emmaus’ disciples + 11
Jn 20:19 ... Mary Magdalene + 11

:26 ... Thomas + 10

 “My” Peace — Jn 14:27 ... I leave My peace with you
 16:33 ... In Me you may have peace.

“good cheer!”

 (At birth) “Prince” of Peace (Isa 9:6)
 (By Resurrection & Ascension) “King” of Peace (Salem)

after the order of Melchizedek (Heb 7:2)
“By the power of an endless life” (vv15-17)

= Deep restfulness —
Anxieties ... pray ... peace of God that passes
all understanding ... God of Peace ... (Phil 4:6,7,9)

Calm in storm!

“In the world ... tribulation .. cheer ... I’ve overcome” (Jn 16:33)

 When peace is lost, everything is lost.
— True “strength” (Isa 30:15-18) (Heels & Horses)

 The greetings of NT writers —
“Grace & Peace”
Peace is the outcome/result/fruit of Grace!

So many homes without peace: “Say, Peace!” (Lk 10:5)

3. It’s a life of Unshakable Faith.
 What Jesus spoke to Thomas —

Jn 20:27-29 ... not seeing yet believing
Thomas = Didymus = twin

Double-mindedness is too common in all of us.

 Resurrection ... Foundation for faith (1 Cor 15:17)

 Simple faith is a profound experience —
“glorious” ... 1 Pet 1:8,9

 The just shall live by faith!
OT prediction by Prophet Habakkuk (Hab 2:4)

This is NT Christianity —
Rom 1:17/Gal 3:11/Heb 10:38
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We walk by faith ... not by sight!
2 Cor 5:7

“What happens” — FEAR
“Who makes things happen” — FAITH

 This faith is more precious than silver and gold!
(1 Pet 1:7)

We take it for granted ...
but remember, not everyone has it!

 The very name of Christians is “believers.”
“A” to “Z” is of Faith —
Word of Faith (Rom 10:8)
Salvation by Faith (Eph 2:8)
Fight of faith (1 Tim 6:12)
Spirit of Faith (2 Cor 4:13)

That’s why, Author & Finisher of Faith (Heb 12:2).
Faith alone triumphs!
1 Jn 5:4,5 ... faith overcomes the world.

 Faith in Christ’s Resurrection gives us
the hope for our resurrections!

The hymn chosen by Mrs. Gladys Staines
at the funeral of her martyred husband
and two sons in 1999 —

Because He lives ... I can face tomorrow

4. It’s a life with the Holy Scriptures.
Lk 24:25-27 ... Disciples on Emmaus Road

:44 ... Pentateuch, Prophets, Psalms

 God has magnified His Word above all His Name
Psa 138:2b

 “According to the Scriptures”
Repeated so often during Passion week:

eg) — Behold, your King is coming  (Mt 21:4,5)
— My House a House of Prayer (Mt 21:13)
— Out of the mouths of babes (Mt 21:16)
— The stone rejected (Mt 21:42)
— Crucified with thieves (wicked) (Mk 15:27,28)
— Dividing His garments (Mt 27:35)
— I thirst (Jn 19:28)
— No bone broken (Jn 19:36)
— The very Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-4)

 “ALL” the Scriptures (Lk 24:27)
“All” Scripture profitable ...
Do not be choosy ... (2 Tim 3:16,17)

 Our only offensive weapon in the spiritual warfare ...
Sword of the Spirit: Word of God (Eph 6:17)
“It is written” (Mt 4:1-10)
— Memorize Bible verses.

Only then the Holy Spirit can “remind” you—
(Jn 14:26)

5. It’s a life of Bold Witnessing.

 Great Commission in all the 4 Gospels —
Mt 28:18-20 ... All authority ... Go ...
Mk 16:16-18 ... Go ... signs ...
Lk 24:47-49 ... Repentance... Remission... Nations...
Jn 20:21 ... As the Father sent Me, so send I you

:22,23 ... Breathed ... Holy Spirit ... Forgive

 The last recorded saying of Jesus —
Acts 1:8 ... power ... witness ... earth

 It’s the Resurrection that gave boldness to cowards
like Peter & John (Acts 4:33)
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 The world has many religions, but only one Gospel!
It has many avatars, but only one Saviour!

It’s all because of Resurrection!

That’s why Paul said,
“If Christ has not risen ... our preaching is vain!
 ... your faith is vain ... still in sin” (1 Cor 15:14)
The Gospel is incomplete without Resurrection

 (1 Cor 15:1-5)
 Governor Felix trembled when Paul spoke about

Resurrection and Judgment (Acts 24:15,25)

6. It’s a life of Incomparable Love.
Undiminishing love.
Jn 21:15-17 ... Do you love Me more than all these?

 Love for God is the basis of all our service for Him —
“Feed ... Tend ... Lambs ... Sheep”

Anything else cannot sustain us for long —

Obedience to His Commandments/Commission is to be
born out of love —

“If we love Him, we will obey!” (1 Jn 5:2,3)

This is the difference between
slavery and sonship!

We must learn to love Him more than anything else —
“Do you love Me more than all these”

How?

a) We love Him because He first loved us (1 Jn 4:19)
When we study/understand/appreciate

His love more and more,
our love also grows proportionately.

b) Our love must not be for what He does, but who He is!
Only then, nothing can separate us from that love!

(“good or bad”)
(Rom 8:35-39) ... “neither death nor life...”
In all these ... more than conquerors ...

7. It’s a life of Cross-bearing.
Jn 21:18,19 ... Things you don’t like ...

Death ... Follow Me ...

 Jesus carried the Cross and died;
we die and carry the Cross!

Daily Cross-bearing —
“If any man... take up the Cross daily ...” (Lk 9:22,23)

— A Crossless Christianity today

 Don’t sidetrack or be distracted by others or by anything—
“What about this man? ... What if ...” (Jn 21:22,23)
You follow Me ... “TILL I COME!”

 Cross Today — Crown Tomorrow!
“... suffer with Him...reign with Him” (2 Tim 2:8-12a)

eg) Disciples — “My trials ... a Kingdom ... My table”
(Lk 22:28-30)

 Conclusion
What is Triumphant Life?
From Christ’s Words after the Cross —

1. A life of Divine Relationship
2. A life of Incomprehensible Peace
3. A life of Unshakable Faith
4. A life with the Holy Scriptures
5. A life of Bold Witnessing
6. A life of Incomparable Love
7. A life of Cross-bearing

(Study the Outline 36 also.)
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48

“Do you love Me?”

Introduction
 As much as we meditate on the dying Words of Christ,

we must study His post-resurrection sayings also.

They form the basis for a NT Christian life.
(See Outline 47)

 Several appearances during 40 days.
Let’s study about the 7th appearance — Jn 21:14-22

“Do you love Me?”
 Christianity not a religion of rules and regulations,

but a relationship.
 Christianity not primarily concerned with principles

and procedures, but a Person.
 We are sometimes “vague” in our understanding of

“What it means to love Jesus”

We sing, “Jesus, we love You”
without its meaning and implications.

This passage speaks of four practical expressions
of our love for Jesus —

1. Love for Jesus means
a supreme devotion to Him.

Jesus to Peter: “Do you love Me more than these?”
— The first of the 3 questions

We are called to allow nothing to take the place of God
in our lives.

“Love God with all your heart, all your ...” (Mt 22:37)

Jesus is either Lord of all, or not Lord at all!

If we love Him, we will spend time with Him:

— Jesus chose 12 primarily to “be with Him” (Mk 3:14)
— He could not tolerate separation from His Father:

“My God ... My God ...” (Mt 27:46)
— Time for Prayer
— Time for Bible Meditation

2. Love for Jesus means
having a compassionate heart for people.

“Feed My lambs ... Tend My sheep ...Feed My sheep”

 Readiness to do anything in order to help people:

“Good shepherd gives His life” (Jn 10:11)

 Reaching out to the lost —

“Other sheep I have ...” (Jn 10:16)
“The one lost sheep” (Lk 15:4)

Involvement in God’s missionary programme —
“GOING and SENDING”

Cooperation in His Redemptive work —

“It’s finished” = The price is paid.
“It’s not finished” = The people are not told yet.

3. Love for Jesus means
a willingness to suffer for Him.

Jn 21:18,19 ... by what kind of death ... glorify God
Watchman Nee:

“All Christians may not be called to martyrdom;
 but everyone must have a mind to suffer!”

 Do not escape, but enlist in suffering.
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 “If anyone would come after Me,
let him deny himself ... take cross ...” (Lk 9:23)

 Wrong doctrine: Jesus suffered so we need not suffer.
Green Tree  vs.  Dry wood (Lk 23:31)

 Jesus told Peter: “Follow Me” (Jn 21:19)
i.e. Take up the way of the Cross.

Once upon a time —
The preaching of the Cross was foolishness to unbelievers.
But now,
the teaching of the Cross is objectionable to believers.
What should be our attitude?
— We love Him so much that we are ready to suffer for Him.
— We worship a Saviour worth suffering for.

We sing, He is worthy of our praises;
Can we sing, He is worthy of our sufferings?

4. Love for Jesus means
a sincere concern for our associates.

(Jn 21:20-22) ... What about this man?

Peter’s question was simply inquisitiveness, not concern.
That’s why Jesus rebuked him!

 Don’t be obsessed and preoccupied with self-interests;
look into the needs of others (Phil 2:4).

 Don’t be like parallel lines which never meet!
 Everyone has tears —

“Serve one another. Bear one another’s burden” (Gal 6:2)

Don’t say, “I have too many problems to think of others.”
Job: “When he prayed for his friends ...” (Job 42:10)

49
How to love like Jesus

Introduction
 The second great/equal commandment —

Mt 22:35-40 ... Love your neighbour as yourself
 One is not possible without the other —

1 Jn 4:20,21 ... seen ... unseen?
 How to show love —

A practical answer is in Galatians 5:22,23.

All the 9 virtues in this list refer to relationships —
It’s like a wheel with 8 spokes.
Love is the axle.
The Holy Spirit is the lubricant.

Examples from the life of Jesus as to how
He manifested these virtues —

“As I’ve loved you” (Jn 15:12,17)

1. Be JOYFUL in the company of others.
 Jesus — Friend of Sinners (Lk 7:34)
 Smile and laughter lighten the spirits of people ...
 Show yourself friendly (Prov 18:24a).
 Socialize (Don’t polarize).
 False pride. (Reservations)
 Don’t worry if you have burnt your fingers —

 eg) Lk 7:31-33
 Fun & humour: “If you can laugh at yourself

when you slip on a banana peel”
 We talk about fellowship —

 There’s neither fellowship nor friendship!
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2. Live in PEACE and make PEACE.
 Be a peace-lover.
 Pilate & Herod became friends because of Jesus —

Lk 23:12
 Are you a problem or the solution?
 Don’t sow discord among brothers by revealing secrets —

Prov 16:28
 Pray for peace.
 Reconciliation and Restitution —

Responsibility of the offender and the offended
to initiate reconciliation: Mt 5:23,24 & 18:15

3. Be PATIENT with people.
 Jesus — adulterous woman (Jn 8:1-11)
 How many times should I forgive? (Lk 17:4-6)

Mustard seed vs. Mulberry tree
i.e. The offense may be huge;

but the smallest effort will be honoured by God.
 “Patience of Jesus” — Rev 1:9
 Realize God’s patience with us (Mt 18:23-35).
 Wife to husband: “Be patient with me;

God has not finished with me yet!”
 How was Jesus patient with His disciples?

— He looked at them as to what they would become.

4. Be KIND to one another.
 4000 ... “They will faint” (Mk 8:1-5)
 Mother Teresa: “Help one person at a time.”
 Kind acts to the needy —

“What you did to them was to Me” (Mt 25:32-46)
 “Remember the poor” (Gal 2:10)
 Smile of the poor (Job 31:16-23)
 “The interests of others” (Phil 2:4)

 Kindness is a language which the deaf can hear
and the dumb can understand.

5. Be GOOD-natured.

 Acts 10:38 ... “Holy Spirit ... doing good”
 Lk 9:52-56 ... “Fire ... Elijah ... what spirit”
 Barnabas a “good man” —

i.e. An encourager! Acts 11:22-25 (4:36)

6. Be FAITHFUL in all dealings.
 Heb 3:1,2 ... “Jesus ... faithful to the Father”
 Faithful in Words — truth/secrets/ ...

Finance — borrowing/corruption/ ...
Work — honesty/hard work/ ...

“Well done, faithful servant!” (Mt 25:21,23)
Not just fulltimers —

a) Two men in field
b) Two women in kitchen (Lk 17:35)

7. Be GENTLE to all men.
 Jesus was introduced as a “Lamb”

Jn 1:29,36
He takes away the sin (burden) of people —
He does not add up burden to them!

 The “Dove” on the “Lamb”
Mt 3:16

When the Holy Spirit comes on Jesus,
He will not “break” people but “build” them —

Isa 42:1,3
 He called people to unload their burdens on Him —

Mt 11:28-30
Because, He is “gentle in heart!”

 We are called to be gentle in all our dealings with people —
eg) Gal 6:1-5 ... burden ... burden ...
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 Serve people in the spirit of servanthood —
Phil 2:6,7

8. Exercise SELF-CONTROL for the good of others.
 Peter ... Sword ... Mt 26:51-54 (Lk 22:36,38)
 Vengeance is right, but we humans are not capable

of handling it.
That’s why God says, “Vengeance is Mine” (Rom 12:19).
Vengeance in our hands will destroy us.

 Do not speak in anger ... withhold ... cool down

 Be selfless.

 Our excuses
 That’s my nature;

I cannot change my basic temperament.
— Look at Moses in Ex 2:11,12.

Killed the Egyptian.
But in Num 12:1-3,
silent when slandered.

 He (she) is too difficult to live with.
— What’s the Kingdom-life under Spirit’s power?

Isa 11:2,6-9 ... wolf ... lamb
— Why God puts us with difficult people?

Prov 27:17 ... Iron sharpens iron.
 I try but keep failing.

— It’s not an instant miracle;
it’s a learning process (Mt 11:29)

 Conclusion
 Against such (a person) there’s no law!

(Gal 5:23)
Mark of perfection!

50

Money & Mind
Introduction

 Text —
Col 3:3 ... Set your MIND on things above ...
It’s not a nice suggestion but a serious warning —

Because, Covetousness = Idolatry (v5)
And a covetous man = Idolator (Eph 5:5)

 Conversion without a change of mind
about money is false and fake —

eg) John the Baptist’s answer to all the three groups —
Lk 3:10-14

 Love of money is “the” root of all evil —
1 Tim 6:10

 So many morals Jesus taught in His Sermon on the
Mount; but the longest passage is relating to money —

Mt 6:19-34 (16 verses!)

v21 ... “Where your treasure is ...”

vv22,23 ... What is bad eye?
Context: Earlier verse (21) ... “Treasure”

Next verse (24) ... “Two masters”

i.e. Lust for material things —
 Taken up by TV advertisements.

 God or Gad?
Gad = Fortune! (Gen 30:11)

 It’s not wrong to be rich.
But is your mind in it?
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Psa  62:10 ... “If riches increase,
   do not set your heart on them”

Prov 11:28 ... “He who trusts in his riches will fall”

eg) Testimony of Job (Job 31:24-28) —
Worthy of judgment
like other sins such as “adultery”

 Seriousness: “I would have denied God!”
“Who is above”  vs.  “What is below”

 The first judgment in the Church was
for cheating in financial matters —

Ananias & Sapphira (Acts 5:1-11)
It was against the work of the Holy Spirit —

Spontaneous act (Acts 2:44) ... sold ... shared ...

 The world is materialistic
because the Church has become materialistic —

+ “As the Church goes, so goes the world!”
+ “God put the Church in the world,

 but the devil has put the world in the Church!”

Materialistic preachers outnumber the spiritual-minded:
Phil 3:17-19 ... “Many ... mind earthly things!”
2 Cor 2:17 ... “So many adulterate the Word

for money”
Beware of what you watch in Christian TV!

Prescriptions for pleasing God in financial matters:
1. Cultivate a spirit of Contentment.

1 Tim 6:6-8 ... love of money ... root of all evil ...
How much is enough?
Money is like sea water!
Rich men eat well; poor men sleep well!

2. Honour God with your substance.
What’s meant by “honouring” God?
+ A prayer of acknowledgment before spending.
+ A portion set aside for His work.

Tithe — A good place just to start.
It’s like a tutor.

Keep increasing the proportion.
+ Trust God for your future; otherwise money becomes

your master, not servant (Mt 6:24,25)

3. Set priorities right.
Do not overwork to be rich (Prov 23:4,5)
The right order:

God first.
Family next.
Job/Work third.

eg) Teachers & extra hours for taking tuition.
Separation from family for earning money.
Business people — Working hours.

4. Learn to live without.

Differentiate between your wants and needs.

Two misquoted verses —
a) Phil 4:13 ... “I can do all things ...”

:12 ... i.e. living within the income.
eg) What I learnt from my parents.

b) Phil 4:19 ... “All your need ...”
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5. Give away cheerfully to the needy.
+ John Wesley: Earn all you can.

Save all you can.
Give all you can.

+ Every time you get a new dress,
give away one of the old ones.

+ Jesus with two officials —

a) Tax Collector Zacchaeus ... “I give 50% to the poor”
(Lk 19:8)

b) Young Ruler: “Sell ... give to the poor ...
Then come and follow Me!” (Lk 18:22)

 Conclusion
 “He who has pity on the poor lends to the Lord” (Prov 19:17)

 Why did the rich man go to hell?
He cared the less for the poor Lazarus (Lk 16:19-31)

 If the first tithe is to the Church and Christian ministries,
why not another tithe to the poor?
By doing so, none of us will go breadless!

51

How to make Obedience easy

Introduction
Christian life begins with obedience to the Gospel (1 Pet 4:17)
That’s why unbelievers are called children of disobedience

(Eph 2:2)
Devil: God is a hard taskmaster ...

His expectations are too demanding ...
His commandments are too difficult ...

Devil’s lie vs. God’s truth
“most difficult” “most delightsome”

 Jesus: My yoke easy ... My burden light (Mt 11:28-30)
John: God’s commandments not burdensome (1 Jn 5:3b)

 “My yoke ... My burden” vs.  “Law of Moses” (Jn 1:17)

This does not mean that God has lowered
His standard in the New Testament —
In fact, Christ has raised it!

eg) adultery vs.  lustful look (Mt 5:27,28)
 murder vs.  angry words (Mt 5:21,22)

But God in Christ gives us His grace to obey Him.

In other words,
Obedience is now made easy!

“How to make obedience easy” —
We’ll study this from the Book of Hebrews.
Why Hebrews? The recipients of this Epistle
were once under the burden of the Law.
Now they are saved by Christ.
This Epistle teaches them how obedience is made
easy now.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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eg) A call to obedience — 1:1; 2:1; etc.

Seven factors which make obedience easy:
From the Book of Hebrews —

1. Faith
 If we trust someone, it becomes easy for us to do

what that person bids us to do.

eg) Abraham — Heb 11:8
He trusted God as a “friend” (Js 2:23)

Jesus came to show the  friendliness of God —

Friend of sinners — Dining with them.
Friend of saints — To disciples: “I call you friends”

“What a Friend we have in Jesus!”

 God’s commandments come to us thro’ His Word.
We can obey them only when we believe them.

  eg) Heb 3:18,19 ... Disobedience due to unbelief
“What they heard” (4:2)

— Mary: “Be it to me according to Your Word” (Lk 1:38)
— Peter: “Nevertheless at Your Word ...” (Lk 5:5)

 This faith comes by “hearing” God’s Word.
Not just reading ...
i.e. When you read, believe that God is speaking

to you (Heb 4:2)
Rom 10:16,17 ... hear  believe  obey

 Disobedience is a direct result of distrust.
“Trust and obey ... For there’s no other way”

Obedience becomes difficult once the heart is hardened
by unbelief (Heb 3:12)

2. Fear
 Noah feared God and obeyed Him to build an ark

Heb 11:7 ... If he had not obeyed,
he would have been destroyed with others.

 Fear has 2 components —
a) Negative ... Fear of Punishment (consequence)
b) Positive ... Fear for the Person (reverence)

a) Negative Fear —
The first lessons of obedience are learnt in the school
of fear —

eg) God  Adam  “You’ll die!” (Gen 2:16,17)
Parents  Children  (Cane) “I’ll spank you”
Teachers  Students  Punishment/Failure

 “You will fail !”
 Prov 3:7b ... “Fear God and depart from evil”

Eccl 12:13,14 ... Conclusion of the “whole” matter

 Corruption and evil in individual and national lives
are basically due to lack of fear of God —

eg) Abraham — Abimelech — Sarah (Gen 20:10,11)

 We must know that nothing can be hidden from God —
Heb 4:13 ... naked ... open ... eyes ... account ...

It was this knowledge which made Joseph run away
from temptation (Gen 39:9).

“Every disobedience will be punished” (Heb 2:2,3a)

b) Positive Fear —
i.e. understanding WHO commands us,
makes obedience easy —

 Ex 20:2 ... The introduction for the 10 Commandments:
“I am the Lord your God”
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 Lev 19:10 — poor
 :14 — deaf Reason:
 :16 — talebearer “I am the Lord
 :18 — vengeance  your God!”

eg) Peter: “If it is You, Lord, command me to come walking
 on water!” (Mt 14:25-29)

What a risk! But who calls?

3. Facts
 Often we are told that we must obey God blindly;

but God would have us understand WHY we must
obey Him.

Our obedience must be implicit,
immediate and also intelligent.

 3:5-7 ... “Therefore” harden not but obey ...
i.e. Moses as a Servant obeyed (v5)

 Jesus as a Son obeyed (v6)

When we understand that —
God is our Creator ... We obey as His Creature.
God is our Father ... We obey as His Children.

(If I am the Father, where is My honour? ... Mal 1:6)
Christ is our King ... We obey as the citizens. `
Christ is our Captain ... We obey as His soldiers.
Christ is our Lord, Master ... We obey as His disciples/

servants ... “You call Me Lord, but ...” (Lk 6:46)
Christ is the Head ... We are the organs of His Body
Christ is our Teacher ... We are His students
Christ is our Shepherd ... We are His sheep (Psa 95:7,8)

 Psalmist prayed for “understanding” that he might obey—
Psa 119:34,73b,125

 Not blind obedience but brilliant obedience —
Rom 12:2 ... renewing of mind ...

eg) Peter & John to the religious leaders:
Acts 4:19 ... You judge ... think ... discern ...

 Horses & Donkeys have no understanding
and therefore they find it difficult to obey —

Psa 32:8,9

 It is the Word of God which imparts understanding
of eternal facts in our inner man —

Heb 4:11,12 ... soul ... spirit ...

“two-edged sword” = clearcut understanding
= plain truth/facts
= no compromise

4. Fellowship
Heb 3:12-15 ... Exhort daily while “TODAY” (v13)

... “TODAY” if you hear ... (v15)

Help and support from others make obedience easy.
God gave Eve to Adam immediately after He gave him
the commandment (Gen 2:15-18)

“not good to be alone” —
Not primarily that he would
otherwise fall into adultery —
In fact there was no other woman at all!

The companionship was mainly
to help him obey God and resist Satan.

 Sarah helped Abraham obey God —
Heb 11:8-11 ... “Sarah also” (v11)

It’s wrong to say that Abraham left with Isaac
without telling Sarah.
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 Parents’ help in obedience —
Prov 1:7,8 ... Father ... Mother

 Youth need fellowship for receiving admonition —
Eccl 4:9,10,13 ... wise youth ... foolish king ...

eg) Hananiah, Azariah, Mishael chose to obey God
 rather than the King (Dan 3:28)

5. Forerunners
Obedience is taught as well as caught!

 Jesus is the supreme Example of obedience —
Heb 3:1,2 ... Called to consider Him.
Rom 5:19 ... By one man’s “obedience” ...

His obedience was not intermittent but consistent —
Phil 2:5,8,12 ... “obedient unto (until) death”
Let this mind ... (v5) ... as always obeyed (v12)

We must not dismiss saying He was God —
“coming in the likeness of men” (v7c)

 Other forerunners —
Noah obeyed God amidst mockers (Heb 11:7)
Abraham obeyed God leaving comforts (11:8)
Joseph obeyed God against allurements (11:22)
Moses obeyed God against affluence (11:24)
Daniel obeyed God against threats (11:33)
The disciples obeyed God amidst persecutions

 (11:36-38)
“clouds of witnesses” (12:1)

 Church history

— Amy Carmichael obeyed God’s call and came to India.
— William Carey obeyed God’s call and came to India.
— David Livingstone obeyed God’s call and went to Africa.

— Adoniram Judson obeyed God’s call and went to Burma.
— Hudson Taylor obeyed God’s call and went to China.
— Sundersingh obeyed God’s call and went all over India.
— Mary Slessor obeyed God’s call and went to cannibals.
— Graham Staines obeyed God’s call and came to Odisha.

 Read the Bible and the Biographies and Autobiographies
therein.

 Unlearn whatever was learnt from
the children of disobedience (Col 3:6-8a)

6. Failures
There is no one without failures in this world.
No failure is final.
Failures can be used redemptively to learn obedience —

 Why God allows failures or chastens us (Heb 12:9)

 For Jesus it was not failures but suffering (Heb 5:8,9)

 Psalmist’s testimony —
Psa 119:67,71 ... good ... I learn ...

— Failures bring us to our knees;
repeated failures to prostration.

— Failures are attention-getters.
If we don’t learn from failures, we are only learning to fail.

eg)Henry Ford forgot to put a reverse gear in his first car!
No one repeated that mistake.

 Disadvantages in life usually keep us humble
and obedient —

unlike when everything goes alright!

eg) Abraham Lincoln:

— Difficult childhood
— Formal schooling less than one year
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— Failed in business (1831)
— Defeated for the Legislature (1832)
— Again failed in business (1833)
— Fiancee died (1835)
— Defeated for Speaker (1838)
— Married, wife a burden
— Only one of his four sons lived past age 18
— Defeated for Congress, Senate & Vice Presidency
— Elected as the President (1860)

7. Future
What  God has promised for those who obey Him
is the greatest motivation for obedience —

 Heb 4:7-11 ... Future reward of eternal rest —
Obedience may be a struggle now, but...

 Mt 7:24,25 ... A life and work of obedience will be
unshaken.

 Dt 28:13 ... Not tail but head!

 Conclusion
Obedience in the Tamil language means “the first step”
(i.e. the lowest step) of a ladder or a stair!

You cannot climb further steps
or reach the final step

without the first step!

52

Marks of an Apostolic Christian

Introduction
The word “Apostle” is a Greek word,

meaning, “One who is sent forth on a mission.”
It’s translated in modern times as a “special messenger.”
It’s from its Latin equivalent we get the word, “missionary.”
Several Churches these days are named as “apostolic.”
Christ Jesus is the “Apostle” of apostles (Heb 3:1).
We are called to closely study Him.
Each Christian must have the “seal of apostleship” (1 Cor 9:2).
Here are the marks of an Apostolic Christian —

1. Apostolic Foundation
Eph 2:20 ... built on the foundation of apostles ...
This refers to the teachings and traditions of the

apostles found in the New Testament.
We are to continue steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine

(Acts 2:42)
We dare not go anywhere else for our guidance
and direction — 2 Thess 2:15; 3:6

2. Apostolic Consecration
eg) Apostle Paul (1 Cor 9:1-15)

“Am I not an apostle? Am I not free?
Do we have no right? ...

But I have used none of these things ...”

Surrendering even our legitimate rights for the
Kingdom sake.

Total surrender to the Lordship & Kingship of Christ.
“No longer I, but Christ” (Gal 2:20)
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3. Apostolic Mission/Vision/Commission

Rom 15:18-20 ... my aim ... to preach where Christ
not named ... not another man’s foundation

An all-out commitment to the Great Commission.
Everything else is secondary.
Our very life for the Gospel sake (Phil 1:27).
Jesus considered it His very food (Jn 4:32-35).

Moon-landing: Walking where no one ever walked.
Needy-landing: To regions where no one ever went

 with the Gospel.
Missionary-mindedness is not an option for a Christian,

but his very calling.

4. Apostolic Identification

2 Cor 12:12 ... signs of an apostle ...
perseverance ... mighty deeds ...

a) “Patience” — Work hard:
Work as if everything depends on you.

b) “Power”  — Pray in faith:
Pray as if everything depends on God.

Patience without power is unproductive;
Power without patience is destructive.

5. Apostolic Intercession

The Apostles were men of prayer;
they repeatedly called God’s people to a life of prayer —

eg) Eph 6:18 ... Prayer ... supplication ... watchfulness
1 Thess 5:17 ... Pray without ceasing.

The apostles prayed with “burden” —
a) for the unchurched (outsiders)

Rom 9:1,2;10:1 ... sorrow ... grief ...
b) for the churched (insiders)

2 Cor 11:28,29 ... deep concern ...
1 Thess 1:2-4 ... faith ... love ... hope ...

This was patterned after Jesus who prayed not only for
His disciples but also those who would believe Him
through their ministry —

Jn 17:20

6. Apostolic Humiliation
1 Cor 4:9-13 ... apostles ... last ... weak ... dishonoured

 ... hunger ... reviled ... defamed ...
 filth of the world ...

Highest calling demands highest sacrifice.

When this is forgotten, the word “apostle” becomes a title
or designation rather than a function.

A deep work of the Cross necessary.
Participation in Christ’s sufferings —

2 Cor 4:10; 1 Pet 4:13

7. Apostolic Coronation
1 Thess 2:19,20 ... The souls we have won to Christ

  will be our “crown!”
2 Tim 4:6-8 ... The crown of righteousness not only

to Apostle Paul but also to all who love
Christ’s Return.

Jesus promised the first 12 Apostles the Thrones
to judge Israel (Lk 22:28-30)

We shall judge angels (1 Cor 6:3).
We shall sit with Jesus on His Throne (Rev 3:21).



292291

 Conclusion
 Jesus as the Apostle of apostles (Heb 3:1) went through

these 7 glorious stages —

1. He had the Scriptures as the foundation of His life —
Heb 10:7

2. His consecration to the Father was total —
Heb 10:5,10

3. His mission was always clear before Him
as the top priority —

Lk 4:18,19,43
Jn 4:34

4. He identified Himself with mankind —
Jn 1:14
Heb 2:17

5. He was and is a mighty Intercessor —
Heb 5:7

  7:24,25

6. He humbled Himself as a slave —
Phil 2:5-8

7. He was coronated as the King of kings and the
Lord of lords—

Phil 2:9,10
Rev 19:16

 The teaching and the traditions of the Apostles are so
foundational to our life and ministry in the Church today
that the names of the Apostles will be on the Foundation of
New Jerusalem! (Rev 21:14)

53

Marks of Maturity

Introduction
 Perpetual infancy is an embarrassment to God.

Like any father, God desires His children to grow
(Eph 4:13)

Age alone does not indicate maturity.
Seniority is not the same as maturity.
We have many adults with childish mentality.

What are then the marks (signs) of Maturity?
or

How do we measure spiritual growth?

God’s call is not only, “Let My people go,”
 but also, “Let My people grow!”

1. Denial of Self
 Jesus to Peter (Jn 21:18,19)

“death ... glorify God ... follow Me”
Self-denial is both the cornerstone

and the capstone of Christian life.
 It’s a “daily” affair (Lk 9:23)

Paul: I die “daily” (1 Cor 15:31)
eg) He did not use his rights
(1 Cor 9:4-7,12,15a)

What must be denied in life will vary from person
to person. The Lord will reveal this to us when we wait
before Him and ask Him.
Generally He will direct us to sacrifice
what we hold very dear —
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eg) Abraham — Isaac (= laughter)
Gen 22:2 ... See how specific God was!

eg) Rich young Ruler
Mt 19:16-22 — his treasures (possessions)

 When we practise self-denial in small things,
we get trained for more demanding situations —

eg) Abraham, at the beginning,
obeyed God and left his father;

 Now, while maturing,
obeyed God and offered his son!

 Self-denial is not the trend today!
“I must have my way and all I want”

— this is the cry everywhere.
Even in religious circles,

the emphasis is more on the “faith” of Abraham
rather than on his “self-denial” leading to “obedience.”

2. Peace with one another
 1 Cor 3:1-3 ... babes ... envy, strife, divisions, ...

Don’t we say, “Don’t fight like children?”

Mature people will give up anything for the sake of peace.

eg) Abraham & Lot — Gen 13:7-11,14,15

 Mt 5:9 ... Peacemakers are the “sons” of God,
not just “children.”

 Peace with one another is possible only if we filter out
all rubbish from our minds —

Phil 4:8,9 ... true ... noble ... pure ...
 “love ... perfection ... peace”

Col 3:12-15

 Take initiative, whether you’re the offender or the offended
Mt 5:23,24 ... You are the offender

18:15 ... You are the offended

Do all you can (Rom 12:18,19) —
No vengeance!

 Growth: Unity of the Spirit (Eph 4:3) to
Unity of Faith (v13)

3. Edification of others
 1 Cor 13:11 ... when I was a child ... man ...

eg)  Gifts manifestation (1 Cor 14:18-20)
 Not for self-excitement

or self-fulfilment

Gifts: not toys for our pleasure
but tools for others’ profit

eg) Christ: Rom 15:1-4
“... did not please Himself ...”

— He refused to turn stones into bread
for His own hunger;

but multiplied bread and fish for others’ hunger!

— He did not pray to the Father
for legion of Angels to protect Him;

but prayed for the protection of Peter
and the other disciples.

 Do not come to the Church expecting
what you can “receive,” but what you can “give”

“He who waters shall be watered” (Prov 11:25)

 “Lord, bless me!” — Praying always like this is childishness

“Lord, make me a blessing!” — Maturity/Responsibility
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 Not what can I get,
but what can I give?

“spend ... be spent” (2 Cor 12:15)

 Never offend, but only edify others
Rom 14:19,21,22 “meat ... wine ... anything”

4. Exercising to progress
 1 Tim 4:12-15 ... Give yourself ... your progress ...

As much as we care for our body —
diet, dress & development of figure —
we must attend to our inner man:

“Exercise unto godliness” (vv7-9)
i.e. work with your gift (v14) ... “neglect not...”
Do not be afraid ... spirit of fear (2 Tim 1:6-8)

 Stir up!
Casualness is an enemy to spiritual progress.

 Eccl 9:10 ... whatever your hand finds to do ...
 eg) a house on fire

 Eccl 11:1-6 ... morning ... evening
(A tendency to slow down)

 Eph 4:14-16 ... “body ... every joint ... organ ...”
i.e. individual growth and corporate growth

5. Discernment of truth
 Heb 5:11-6:2 ...

“move away from elementary principles to ...”
In understanding, be “men” —

1 Cor 14:20
 Restore the art of Bible meditation.

Spend sufficient time to “think”
on passages of God’s Word.

Painstaking study:
eg) Thessalonians vs. Bereans

Acts 17:1-4 vs. v11
Refer to Study Aids.

“All” Scripture ... “complete” (2 Tim 3:15-17)
Have group discussions.
Listen to the views of others.
Understanding is better in the company of God’s people—

Eph 3:18,19 ... with the saints

 Growing in the knowledge of Christ is the sure way
to escape deception —

2 Pet 3:16-18 ... steadfastness ... error ... knowledge
discernment x deception

6. Appreciation for others
 How Peter appreciates Paul —

2 Pet 3:15,16 ... wisdom ... hard to understand
Peter’s early years: Quick to speak on any subject.
Many times he spoke not knowing what he was speaking

eg) Mk 9:6
We are experts in self-appreciation.
Mutual appreciation of John & Jesus:

“shoe lace” ... “greatest of prophets”
Lk 3:16    17:28

 The “I-know-everything” attitude prevents us
from appreciating what others say or do.

Everything is “received”  (1 Cor 4:7)

 Be analytical, not critical or cynical!
Be liberal with appreciation —

People grow by appreciation.
Correction only after appreciation:
eg)  Jesus to Peter —
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Mt 16:13-18 ... My Father ... on this foundation
:21-23 ... Get behind Me ... things of men

Similarly, letters to the 7 Churches (Rev 2 & 3) —
First commendation, then correction

 Do not despise anyone —
Law of the Kingdom: “A little boy shall lead” (Isa 11:6)

 Spouses need mutual appreciation —
Eph 5:25-29 ... love ... give ... nourish ... cherish

 Accusation is devilish (Rev 12:10)
Appreciation is divine — “Well done!” (Mt 25:21,23)

7. Growth into fatherhood
 1 Jn 2:12-14 ... I write to you ...

3 Stages —
 Children:  Forgiveness of sins,

 Knowing God as our Father
 and we as His children.

 Young men: Strength,
Hiding God’s Word,
Victory

 Fathers: Knowledge of the eternal God

Childhood (past)
Youthhood (present)

Fatherhood (future)
As fathers, we must help youngsters to grow:

— Tolerate their mistakes
— Trust them with responsibilities
— Teach them practical lessons
— Train them in Christian ministry

 Conclusion
Be encouraged if you have these marks;
Be challenged if they are missing.

54

Multidimensional Growth

Introduction

 I am appalled by the perpetual infancy witnessed
all over the Church.

But the Bible repeatedly speaks against it —

1 Cor 3:1,2 ... carnal ... babes ... milk ...
13:11 ... child ... man ... childish ...
14:20 ... children ... mature ...

Gal 4:3-5 ... children ... sons ...
Eph 4:14 ... children ... perfect man ...
Heb 5:12-14  ... milk ... solid food ...

 Another tragedy is disproportionate growth —

Eph 4:15,16 ... grow up in all things ...
Illustrate:

 Speaking all the time about Evangelism
— Only the leg is growing.

 Speaking all the time about Charitable Service
— Only the hand is growing.

 Speaking all the time about Holiness
— How many kidneys??!!

 Speaking all the time about Worship
— A paralysed man can have a

 perfect heart!

 Spiritual balance is the greatest need of the hour.
By balance we do not mean neutrality,
but multidimensional growth and emphasis.
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 When a baby is born,
we don’t add a hand at the 6th month,
or
a leg at the completion of one year and so on!

A baby is a “miniature adult.”
He must “grow up in all things” (Eph 4:15,16)

Here are about a dozen areas/aspects
where we must work for growth —

1. Grace for (upon) Grace
Jn 1:16,17

Understanding of our release from the “Law” —
Not for licence but for liberty = “grace and truth”

Read Romans & Galatians frequently.
Romans: How we are freed
Galatians: How we are entangled

Become strong in grace (2 Tim 2:1)

The Christian world is plagued with legalism.

Grace is not just for life, but also for work — (Zech 4:7)
a) Zerubbabel ... Grace ... Grace
b) Paul (1 Cor 15:10) ... Grace of God ... laboured

2. Faith to Faith
Rom 1:17

No other century has had so many definitions for faith
as this century.

The Biblical teaching on faith is different from other faiths.
Now there’s lot of mixing up.
Eastern mysticism has subtly entered the faith teaching

of the Church.

Walking by faith means trusting God not “because of”
but “in spite of.”

Growing in faith means growing in confidence
on God by acquaintance.

Acquaintance develops by communication.
We communicate to God primarily thro’ prayer,
and He to us thro’ the Bible.

Rom 10:17 ... Faith comes ... Word of God
vv6,7,8 ... ascend ... descend ... Word of faith

“HIM” rather than “HIS”

3. Holiness upon Holiness
Rev 22:11 ... righteous ... righteous still

Jesus Christ is the perfect Example for this kind of growth—
Jn 17:19 ... I sanctify Myself ...

Let’s understand the two sides of sanctification —
a) God sanctifies us (Jn 17:17)
b) We sanctify ourselves (v19)

One leads to the other.
 If we leave the second (b),

we will become “careless” Christians (1 Jn 3:7)
If we leave the first (a),

we will become “joyless” Christians (Phil 3:3,9)

 The first (a) is our Privilege —
“I am the Lord who makes you holy” (Lev 20:8)

The second (b) is our Responsibility —
“Be holy as I am holy” (Lev 19:2)

Keep on rejoicing over God’s work in us.
Keep on reviewing our walk before Him.
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4. Knowledge upon Knowledge
Dan 2:21 ... wisdom to the wise ...
Eph 4:13 ... knowledge ... full stature ...
Phil 3:7,8,10 ... knowledge ... know Him ...
2 Pet 3:18 ... grow in knowledge ...

“God’s people are destroyed for lack of knowledge” —
Hos 4:6

i.e. Devotion without discretion!

Knowledge primarily thro’ an analytical study
of the Scriptures —

Hos 4:6b ... knowledge ... Law of God ...
Lk 2:46,47,52 ... increased in knowledge ...
2 Tim 3:14-17 ... learned ... Holy Scriptures ...

How? a) Prayer (Eph 1:15-18)
Solomon asked for Wisdom (1 Ki 3:5-10)
James teaches us to pray for Wisdom (Js 1:5)

b) Personal study (2 Tim 3:15)
c) Discussions in Fellowship

(Eph 3:18,19; Acts 17:11,12)
5. Victory to Victory

Rom 8:37 ... “more than or beyond victory”

The context explains the battle we are primarily engaged in —
vv33-39  Condemnation

 Tribulation
 Distress
 Persecution
 Famine, Nakedness
 Peril, Sword
 Death
 Life Attraction
 Angels of Blessings!
 Principalities & Powers

The fight is essentially against any power or force —
good or bad — that can preoccupy us to exclude the centrality
of Christ in our lives (v39)

  eg) Sometimes we are taken up by “demonology.”
Suddenly we shift to “angelology.”

Angel worship was common in early days!
(Col 2:18,19)

6. Love upon Love
Phil 1:9 ... love abound ... more and more ...
Eph 4:16 ... growth ... in love

While speaking of  “perfecting” of love,
Apostle John brings in the fact of judgment —

1 Jn 4:17,18
“boldness”  vs.  “fear”

How much we love the brother whom we have seen will be the
ultimate measure of our love for the unseen God (vv20,12)

The secret of love is “initiative” —
“ ... because He first loved us” (v19)

If we keep waiting for favourable conditions to express
our love, we will never make it.

“While we were yet sinners,
 Christ died for us!” (Rom 5:8)

The Church growth is devoured by Church splits,
leaving no impact on the society.

— Division instead of multiplication
— Duplication instead of supplementation
— Competition instead of coordination
— Fragmentation instead of unification

“Oneness” — Jn 17:23 — “maturing in unity”
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7. Sacrifice upon Sacrifice
a) Physique ... 2 Cor 12:14,15; Phil 2:17
b) Possessions ... 2 Cor 8:7,2
c) Privileges ... 1 Cor 9:1-23

The Trinitarian Godhead is the unparalleled Example
for Sacrifice —

The Father — Sacrificed His own Son
= Delight of the Family

The Son — Sacrificed His own Self
= Prestige of the Position

The Spirit — Sacrificing His own Sovereignty
= Ability to dictate

(But He is resisted, grieved, quenched.)

That’s why Paul said —

“Be followers of God ... as Christ ... sacrifice ...”
(Eph 5:1,2)

8. Declaration upon Declaration (Proclamation)
Jesus: “I WILL declare” (Heb 2:12)

— Before entering the world
“I HAVE declared” (Jn 17:26)

— After entering the world
“I WILL declare” (Jn 17:26)

— Before entering Heaven

Paul: “I am a debtor ... As much as is in me,
I am ready to preach” (Rom 1:14,15)

A debt that can never be cleared!

In Missions and Ministries, we now have the tragedy of having
more supporters than soulwinners. This is an unhealthy trend.

Youngsters by nature are active & brisk, and therefore
the need for exercise need not be stressed to them;
but when we grow old, we develop stiffness of joints,
obesity, etc. Then medical advice comes strongly on us
for “regular” exercise. The same is true of spiritual life—
Most of our spiritual ills are due to lack of exercise.

Paul: “I seek not yours, but you” (2 Cor 12:14)

9. Reminder upon Reminder
2 Pet 1:12-15 ... remind ... reminding ... reminder

This speaks of our ministry to believers who are prone
to “forget” that we are delivered from sin (v9)

Examples of reminders —
Gal 5:21 ... as I told you before ...
Phil 3:1 ... to write the same things ...
Heb 3:12,13 ... The necessity of “daily” exhortation
We must remind ourselves also.

The emphasis in the NT is more on “corporate” growth
than “individual” growth —

Eph 4:16 ... whole body ... every joint ... every part

The analogy of a garden (Psa 92:13,14)
Not isolated trees here and there.

There’s hardly any “fellowship” in our “fellowships.”

10. Sorrow upon Sorrow
Phil 2:25-27 ... mercy ... sorrow upon sorrow ...
2 Cor 4:7-11 ... pressed .... perplexed ... persecuted ...

Result: a) Appreciating His love and life working in us
2 Cor 7:12,15,16a
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b) Blessing others with joy, comfort
& encouragement —

Phil 2:28 ... you may rejoice ...

God’s method of maturing us in the ministry of counseling
& comfort is bringing us thro’ the furnace —
This truth is explicitly taught in 2 Cor 1:3-6.

Therefore, do not waste your sorrows!

Jesus was called a “Man of Sorrows” (Isa 53:3).
He was a green tree and we are dry wood (Lk 23:31).

He endured His Cross joyfully;
Let’s endure our crosses joyfully.

In His mercy & compassion,
God sets the “limit” (Phil 2:27)

Job 38:11 ... This far ... no further ...

11. Patience upon Patience
“L-O-N-G-suffering”

Patience is the crowning virtue —
Js 1:4 ... patience ... perfect ... complete ...

A significant outcome of the power of God in our life —
Col 1:11 ... patience ... longsuffering ... joy

The true beauty of a gifted ministry —
2 Cor 12:12 ... signs ... with all perseverance ...

The trend of the age —
Quick results by short-cut methods.
Quick results usually do not last long.

eg) Wealth (Prov 20:21)
Hybrid coconuts — early yield & early stop

Patience does not mean slowness and lethargy;
it means sustaining, enduring, persevering, ...

As we approach the endtime, this is a virtue
we need to specifically grow in —

Rev 13:10 ... Patience & faith of saints
 14:12 ... Patience of the saints ...

12. Glory to Glory
2 Cor 3:18 ... transformed ... by the Spirit

This is essentially the work of God in us.
Our only responsibility here is to keep “beholding”
or contemplating the glory of Christ by “turning” away to Him
from all other attractions (v16)

Even Peter was about to equate Moses & Elijah to Jesus.
Keep resisting the subtle temptations of the devil
to sidetrack and deviate —

“Behold, My Son,” not My servant! (Mk 9:7)

Our end of growth is becoming like Jesus
Eph 4:13 ... measure ... stature ... fullness of Christ

(Study the Outline 34 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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55

How we dishonour God the Father

Introduction
 God is seen as a Father in the first pages of the Bible —

A father — begets children in His own image (1:26)
— blesses His children ( :28)
— bestows authority ( :28)
— provides for children’s needs ( :29)
— delegates responsibilities (2:15)
— instructs and warns ( :16,17)
— conducts marriage ( :18,22)
— respects and encourages ( :19)
— is concerned about the

children’s whereabouts (3:9)
— punishes but redeems ( :15,21)

 But,
man’s failure thro’out in his relationship with the Father—
from Genesis to Malachi —

Dt 32:5,6,15,18 ... Is He not Your Father?
(Earliest prophet) Why then did you corrupt yourself?

Isa 1:2 ... I nourished children,
(Middle period prophet) but they rebelled...

Mal 1:6 ... If I am the Father,
(Latter prophet) where is My honour?

If then I am the Father, where is My honour?
 The Book of Malachi is God’s complaint against His children

but their refusal to accept it.
Their refusal is in the form of questions.

We will consider five of the important ones in this message
to understand their God-dishonouring acts —

Question 1
“In what way have You loved us?” (Mal 1:2)

Deprecating the Father’s love

 Esau-Jacob story (vv2,3)
— We did not choose Him, He chose us (Jn 15:16)

Gen 25:23
— He has chosen us before the foundation of the world.

Therefore, no merit on our part (Eph 2:8,9)
— Children just because of accepting Christ

(Jn 1:12/Esau’s birthright) Gen 25:29-34

While testifying, do not use sentences like —

I found the Lord. (No, He found me!)
I repented of all my sins.
I came to Christ. (No, He sought me!)

 Do we sing and worship God’s love each day?

 His love reached its climax at Calvary —

Rom 5:7,8 ... God demonstrates His love ...
Psa 22:1-20 ... Christ’s cry from the Cross

Question 2
“In what way have we despised Your Name?” (Mal 1:6,7)

Despising the Father’s Name

Various ways of —

 Insult by not offering the best (v8)

— The Father must get the supreme honour.
Jesus offered Himself to the Father (Heb 9:14).
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Abraham offered his dearest to God (Gen 22:12).
(Contrast: Eli ... 1 Sam 2:29,30)

In glorification also,
Jesus gives the supreme honour to the Father

(1 Cor 15:24,28)
— Give the best hour to God (Fresh hours)
— Give the best treasure to God (Alabaster box)
— Give the best part of life to God’s service (young)

25 years to 40 must be invested.
After 40, so many physical ailments

— Give the best child for God’s ministry (v14a)

 Serving/following God for personal earthly benefit only (v10)

Jn 6:23-27 ... Seeking Christ for bread only
1 Cor 15:19 ... If for this life only ...

Serve God because He is God!
Serve God for who He is, not for what He gives!

 Serving God out of duty, not out of delight (v13a)

Prayer (Psa 5:2,3/Prov 8:30)
Bible Meditation (Psa 119:14)
Witnessing (Psa 51:12,13)

eg) Don’t say, “We haven’t prayed yet!”
But, “Come, let’s pray!”

 Offering the stolen money (v13b)

Stolen from parents (Mk 7:10-13)
Stolen from Government (Mk 12:17; Rom 13:7)
Lottery ticket (The money of ignorant folks). No labour!

 The Lord’s Prayer—

“Our Father ... Hallowed be Your Name”
First request.

Question 3
“In what way have we wearied Him?” (Mal 2:17)

Decrying God’s standards

The entire 2nd chapter explains this dishonouring
acts against God.

 Corrupting the covenant of God by disobedience
and bad example (2:5-9).

— Are we living a life of obedience to God?
(Psa 40:6-8) ... More important than sacrifice

— We are called the children of obedience!
Others are of disobedience!

(1 Pet 1:14 / Col 3:6)

— Obedience out of love is no burden.
(1 Jn 5:3)

— Father’s commandments are only for the childrens’ good
(Dt 10:13)

— Unbelief and disobedience of Moses “dishallowed”
God’s Name!

(Dt 32:51)

— Do not be choosy in obeying His commandments.
(Mal 2:9) — “partiality”

 Improper interpersonal relationships (v10)

1 Jn 3:9-11,14 ...The basic mark of being born of God.

Eph 4:1-6 ... The crown of 7-point doctrinal faith is—
“One God and Father!”
“Above” all !
 Common Ancestry!
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 Unbelievers’ fellowship (2:11)

2 Cor 6:14-18 ... Be separate ...
I will be a Father to you ...

 Unfaithfulness in marriage (2:13-16)

1 Pet 1:14-17 ... children of obedience ... no lust ...
walk in fear ... before the Father

1 Jn 2:15,16 ... Lust of flesh  x  love of Father

Question 4

“In what way have we robbed You?” (Mal 3:8)

Defaulting in stewardship

 Tithes and offerings (vv8-10)

— Spontaneous tithing even before the Law was given
(Gen 14:18-20)

— Tithing under the Law: Pharisees (Mt 23:23)

— Under the NT, no rule but cheerful and spontaneous
giving!

2 Cor 8:1-4 ... liberality ... beyond ability ...
9:6,7 ... bountifully ... cheerful ...

Children’s offerings honour the Father (Prov 3:9)

Practical:
Tithing “of all” (Gen 14:20)
Tithing on the gross income, not the net.
Tithing on the interest earned in the bank.
Tithing on the property & jewels inherited.
Tithing by servants of God (Heb 7:9)

Question 5
“What have we spoken against You?” (Mal 3:13)

Disgusting words against the Father

Read 3:14,15

 Don’t expect God to curse or hate every unbeliever (Mt 5:45)

By creation, all men belong to God.
The sinners have gone away from Him. (backslidden!)
He wants them to return to Him.

“God so loved the world” — Do not have a negative attitude
 (Jn 3:16; 1 Tim 2:3,4) towards the world.

eg) The elder ‘Prodigal’ in the Father’s home!
 Share the feelings of the Father’s heart.

 Conclusion
Let’s confess these dishonouring acts
against God the Father —

Isa 64:8,9
“You are our Father;

we are the clay, and You our Potter ...
Do not be furious, O Lord,
we all are Your people!”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Portraits of a Backslider

The Book of Lamentations is the heartcry of Prophet Jeremiah
over the backslidden condition of the Israelites.

In the Hebrew Bible, the 22 verses of each of the chapters —
1,2,4 & 5 — use the 22 letters of the Hebrew alphabet to start
the verse. The 3rd chapter has 66 verses and every third verse
starts a new letter of the Hebrew alphabet. This is called an
acrostic.
I see in this Book atleast 26 portraits of a backslider, as many
as the number of English alphabets —

a) A deserted city (Lam 1:1)
b) A widowed nation (1:1)
c) An enslaved queen (1:1)
d) A comfortless lover (1:2)
e) A betrayed friend (1:2)
f ) An exiled nation (1:3)
g) A captivated child (1:5)
h) A pastureless deer (1:6)
i) A filthy skirt (1:9)
j) A defiled sanctuary (1:10)
k) A breadless people (1:11)
l) A trampled virgin (1:15)

m) A dishonoured daughter (2:2)
n) A burnt tent (2:4)
o) A wasted garden (2:6)
p) A rejected altar (2:7)

q) An abandoned sanctuary (2:7)
r) A sieged palace (2:7)
s) A collapsed gate (2:9)
t) An exiled king (2:9)
u) A visionless prophet (2:9)
v) A fainting child (2:11,12)
w) Dimmed gold (4:1)
x) A heartless ostritch (4:3)
y) A joyless heart (5:15)
z) A crownless head (5:16)

How terrible backsliding is!
But if we confess our sins and repent of backsliding (3:40-42),
God has promised total healing —

3:22-24 ... Lord’s mercies ... His compassions ...
new every morning ... His great faithfulness ...

(Study the Outline 186 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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God Knows!
Introduction
 Three outstanding characters of God —

He is Omnipresent = He is everywhere.
He is Omnipotent = He can do everything.
He is Omniscient = He knows everything.

Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) —
Three persons living in each of us —

The one we think we are! — PRIDE
The one others think we are! — HYPOCRISY
The one God knows we are! — TRUTH

A truth all churches to know —
Rev 2:23 ...“I am He who searches the minds and hearts.”

The first saying to each of the 7 Churches —
Rev 2:2,9,13,19 “I know your works”

  3:1,8,15

God alone knows everything about the heart —
Jer 17:9,10 ... Who can know it? I the Lord ...

His searchlight is His Word —
Heb 4:12,13 ... discerner of thoughts and intents

Expect God to expose to you your life
whenever you read His Word.

Knowing God as a Physician — Salvation
Knowing God as a Surgeon — Sanctification

Physician’s syrup.
Surgeon’s scalpel.

It is impossible to hide anything from God —
Job 34:21,22 ... His eyes ... no darkness
Prov 15:11 ... Hell ... Destruction ... hearts
Jer 23:24 ... Can anyone hide ... heaven ... earth
Am 9:2,3 ... Hell ... heaven ... search
Ob 4 ... nest among stars ... I’ll bring you down
Rev 5:6 ... seven eyes ... all the earth

David understood it  —
Psa 139:1-12 (Count “7” in vv1-4)

Secrets will come out —
Rom 2:16 ... judge ... secrets of men
Num 32:23 ... your sin will find you out ...

(32/23 ... Mirror reflection)

This is what will happen on the judgment day.

The tragedy:
We live as if God knows not! —

Isa  29:15 ... Who sees ... knows us?
Job 22:12-14 ... What does God know?

Let’s study five examples of those who foolishly thought,
“God knows not!” —

1. CAIN
Gen 4:3-10

The subject is “interpersonal relationships.”
The first eldest son and the first eldest brother

becomes a murderer.
The steps —

a) Out of line with God (vv3,5a,7)
Prov 16:7 ... when a man’s ways please God ...

b) Envy (ego) (v5)
We cannot tolerate others being preferred.
The basic reason for crucifying Jesus — Mk 15:10
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c) Anger (v5)
Even God’s anger is “but for a moment”

Psa 30:5 ... His favour for life ...
103:8,9 ... His anger not forever

We are not permitted to hold anger beyond sunset —
Eph 4:26 ... angry ... sin not ...

d) Scheming + cheating (v8a)
Words with bad intention —

“Let’s go to the field”

e) Murder (v8b) (1 Jn 3:15)

f) Lie (v9) ... We invariably say,
“I don’t know ...”
“I am not responsible ...”

g) No genuine repentance but only fear of punishment (v13)

The Bible calls Cain as one “who was of the wicked one”
(1 Jn 3:11,12)

(I can’t understand why people are interested to know
who his wife was!)

A warning — Js 3:14-16 ... envy ... lie ... demonic

God’s serious view — Zech 8:17 ... I hate
Psa 50:20,21 ... I will reprove

Lesson: “If you do well, you’ll be accepted.
 If you do not ... sin lies at the door” (Gen 4:7)

2. ACHAN
Josh 7:1,6,11

The subject: “Covetousness” (vv20,21)

Covetousness is a serious sin and a secret sin —
Psa 73:11,12 ... “How does God know?”

God condemns this sin as other awful sins —

Eph 5:3
Col  3:5 Mentioned alongwith adultery/
1 Cor 5:11 fornication. But the world
Heb 13:4,5a considers it as a less serious sin.

Certain lessons from Achan’s story (Josh 7) —

a) God would rather permit defeat than
approving unholiness in His people.

vv9-11
b) God is interested in each person’s

individual sanctification.
vv13,14

“people — tribes — families — households — man by man”

c) Praise or prayer is no substitute for purity.
Achan from “Judah” (= praise) vv16,18

d) Confession should be specific.
vv19-21 “This is what I’ve done”

e) Sin must be thoroughly dealt with.
vv25,26

Achan is the Achor (= trouble) in most of our lives.

 There’s another example of “Covetousness” where the
Omniscience of God was forgotten —

Gehazi — Naaman — Elisha
2 Ki 5:23-26

Gehazi was in the ministry but his heart was on money.

But Paul (Acts 20:33)
Compare Josh 7:21

What is covetousness?
= Dissatisfaction with what we have and longing for

what others have ... 1 Tim 6:6-10
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The famous walltext —
“I’ll never leave you nor forsake you.”
(Heb 13:5) — Understand the context!

But we tell money: “I’ll never leave you nor ...”

3. KING SAUL
1 Sam 15:13-23
Subject: Disobedience

Several lessons from this incident —

a) Our very calling is to obedience (v1)
Eph 2:1,2 ... Children of obedience/disobedience
Rom 5:19 ... Adam/Christ

b) Do not be choosy in obedience (v9)
Selected obedience is not obedience at all;
it is merely convenience!

Saul destroyed only “worthless things.”
Obedience is costlier than prayer and praise (v22)

Stickers: “I love Jesus”
 Does it mean, “I obey Jesus?”

(1 Jn 5:3)
c) Do not cover up your disobedience by religious words

and acts (v13)
d) Do not blame others for your disobedience (vv20,21)

Sometimes we blame the circumstances.

We all have the “Word” (v23) of the Lord (= Bible),
and the “voice” (v22) of the Lord (= the inner voice of the Spirit)

God knows where we have disobeyed. Let’s confess & repent.

4. DAVID
2 Sam 12:7-14
Subject: Sexual Immorality

Lessons —
a) Adultery is done in secret but not hidden from God (v12)

Job 24:15 ... No eye will see me ...
Joseph (Gen 39:9 ... No man inside ... v11)

b) It’s a sin against our fellowmen.
Uriah a faithful brother (2 Sam 11:9-11)
1 Thess 4:3-6 ... defraud brother in this matter

c) Delayed confession is harmful.
Psa 32:3-5 ... when I kept silent ...
We’ll lose the joy and peace (Psa 51:12)
Rev 2:21,22 (God gives time!)

d) God forgives, but consequences are painful (vv13,14)

e) We must make a covenant.
Psa 51:10 ... steadfast spirit
Job 31:1,4 ... (God watches whether we keep

the covenant)
f ) God honours our integrity though we are tempted.

Gen 20:6 ... Abimelech ... I know your heart.

5. ANANIAS & SAPPHIRA
Acts 5:1-11
Subject: Hypocrisy
Mt 23 — “Woe” ... 7 times

 vv13,14,15,23,25,27,29
Lk 12:1-3 ... Jesus warns “first of all” of hypocrisy

Lessons (Acts 5:1-11) —
a) Hypocrisy is a life of partnership with Satan (v3).

How awful it is to become a friend of Satan!

b) Hypocrisy is a lie to God and the Holy Spirit (vv3,4)

c) Hypocrisy is an attempt to test the Spirit of the Lord (v9)
How foolish to think God knows not!
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d) Hypocrisy will be severely judged unless repented of.
Both dead and buried without each other’s knowledge.

Let’s never try to give an impression to people other than
what we really are.
This is not easy, but a constant awareness of the fact —
“God knows” — is the only way.

 Conclusion
Two stages of examination —

a) Self-examination (1 Jn 3:19-21)
b) God’s examination (Psa 139:23,24)

Do not go to stage (b) before stage (a).

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to overcome evil spirits

Introduction
 Christian life is a battle from beginning to end —

 That’s why Paul testified —
“I’ve fought a good fight ...
 I’ve finished my race!” (2 Tim 4:7)

 The last book of the Bible begins with the oft-repeated
phrase —

“To him who overcomes, ...” (Rev 2:7,11 ...)

 Our fight is not with “flesh and blood” (Eph 6:12) —
i.e. not with human beings but “evil spirits”

 Satan is one,
but his associates are many, who are the evil spirits.

 Two things we must not do —

a) Do not underestimate Satan.
He is the Prince of this World (Jn 14:30)
He is the Prince of the Air (Eph 2:2)

b) Do not overestimate him.
He is the prince,
but God is the King (1 Tim 6:15).
God is greater and stronger (1 Jn 4:4).

 Two things we must not forget —

a) The battle is not ours, but the Lord’s!
2 Chr 20:15b (A repeated statement in the Bible)

b) We must fight as well!
1 Tim 6:12a ... Fight the good fight of faith
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 There are legions of evil spirits —

Five evil spirits we all must fight against:
1. Deceiving spirits
2. Depressing spirits
3. Destroying spirits
4. Divinatory spirits
5. Dynastic spirits

1. Deceiving spirits
 Clear prediction for the last days —

1 Tim 4:1 ... doctrines of demons
 Very deceptive as “angels of light” —

2 Cor 11:13-15 (False Teachers)
 eg) Garden of Eden (Gen 3:1-5) —

 Causing people to
 a) doubt God’s Word ... “Has God said?”
 b) distort God’s Word ... “nor shall you touch it”
 c) deny God’s  Word ... “You will not surely die”

Very attractive —
“serpent” = shining (beautiful)
It was Adam who gave him this name!

 How to test these spirits:

a) Do they confess the Divine Lord?
1 Jn 4:2,3
Jehovah Witnesses, Mormons, ...

b) Do they possess the Divine life?
2 Pet 1:4 ... Divine nature by

 escaping the corruption

If the root is holy, the branches will be holy —
Rom 11:16b

c) Do they profess the Divine Law?
2 Tim 4:3,4 ... sound doctrine ... fables

Extra-Biblical revelations.
Anything plus or minus the Bible is dangerous.
“Believe God, but be cautious!”

 How to overcome these spirits:

a) Be soaked with God’s Word —
Jer 15:16 ... “I ate Your Word”

  23:28,29 ... dream ... Word
      (chaff)    (grain)

b) Submit to godly leaders —
1 Jn 4:6 ... Spirit of truth  vs. spirit of error

c) Avoid novel and strange doctrines —
1 Tim 6:3-5 ... ultimately material-mindedness

2. Depressing spirits
The devil causes depression in our minds
when we go thro’ problems and trials —

1 Pet 5:7-9 ... cares ... sufferings ... roaring lion ...
2 Cor 2:7-11 ... seasons of backsliding ...

Takes advantage ...
“swallowing up with sorrow”

 How to overcome these spirits:

a) Meditate on the love of God —

Rom 8:34-39 ... Who can condemn?
Who can separate? ...

“You cannot do anything to make God love you more/less”

b) Claim the blood of Christ —
Rev 12:11 (Accusations)
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c) Keep praising God —
Psa 84:4-7 ... Baca  Beracha

 (weeping) (blessing)

(Baca: A valley of bushes and thorns which could
not be passed without labour and tears.)

eg) Hannah: bitterness & anguish ... no more sad!
(1 Sam 1:10,18b)

d) Increase Bible meditation —
Psa 119:92 ... Unless Your Word .. delight ...

e) Seek fellowship —
Ex 17:11,12 ... Hands of Moses ... Aaron ... Hur ...

A stone to sit upon is not sufficient.
A hand to support is a must.

3. Destroying spirits

Jn 10:10 ... thief ... steal ...kill ... destroy

These are spirits which cause sickness, madness, death,
etc. ... through possession or oppression.

 Two things to remember —

a) All sickness is not directly by evil spirits.
Other causes: Improper food, Insufficient rest & exercise,

Laws of nature (aging, birthpain,
hair loss, falling of teeth, loss of sight, etc.)

eg) Timothy: 1 Tim 5:23 ... stomach weakness ...
Advised to adjust food habits.

b) Death is not yet destroyed.
1 Cor 15:26 ... The last enemy
Isa 25:8 ... NHNE ... He will swallow up death ...

 Weapons to overcome destroying Spirits —

a) Authority of Christ
“In My Name, they’ll cast out demons”

Mk 16:17
eg) A sickly policeman is able to stop a powerful car!

b) Spirit of God
Isa 59:19 ... When the enemy comes ...

Stay full of the Spirit: Do not be vacant! (Lk 11:24-26)

Fullness of the Holy Spirit is insurance against
demon possession.

c) Word of God
Mt 8:16 ... Jesus cast out spirits with Word
The devil trembles before God’s Word.

These three weapons can be effectively wielded thro’
Faith — Prayer — Fasting:

Mt 17:19-21

4. Divinatory spirits
These are spirits which can predict the future,
give guidance, work wonders, show visions,
exhibit magical powers, etc ...

but they are not of God!

One great promise:
Num 23:23 ... No divination against God’s people

But there are some Scriptural warnings:

a) Seek guidance primarily from the Word —
Isa 8:19,20 ... mediums? ... Law ... testimony ...

eg) Marriage, Regular meditation,
Course of Study, Systematic prayer,
Job, Ministry, etc. Elders’ counsel
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b) Do not be excited over anything spectacular —

Egyptian magicians — Ex 7
God tests us! — Dt 13:1-3

c) Avoid interest in hidden things —
Dt 29:29 ... secret things belong to God

d) Have nothing to do with occult/witchcraft/idolatrous
practices —

Acts 19:19 ... magic books burnt in Ephesus
(Price: 50,000 pieces of silver!)

e) Do not be carried away by visions & dreams —
Even if we see an Angel, we may say it was Jesus!

Rev  19:10 Apostle John was
22:8,9 corrected twice!

5. Dynastic spirits
A classic passage to understand these spirits is —

Eph 6:10-12
 “principalities” — chiefs —

Leaders of various groups of evil spirits
 “powers” — authorities — commanders who counsel

the assault
 “rulers of the

darkness of this age” — Satan is the prince —
his captains are referred to here.
(darkness x light)

 “spiritual hosts
of wickedness” — all wicked powers & spirits

What’s the context?

Eph 5:22-6:9 Home/Family
   6:18-24 Church/Mission

Here’s a call to protect “families,” the “Church”
and the “Ministries” from Satanic attack!

 How? — The “whole” armour
(6:11a,13a) ... “whole” repeated!

a) Be strongly founded on the TRUTH — BELT
“Jesus is Christ!”

b) Live a life of true RIGHTEOUSNESS — BREASTPLATE

c) Be busy in GOSPEL proclamation — SHOES

d) Be firm in FAITH in times of trials and pain — SHIELD

e) Rejoice in God’s great SALVATION — HELMET

f) Strike the enemy with the WORD — SWORD

g) Non-stop PRAYER for all saints and sinners.

 Conclusion
This list of the spirits is not exhaustive.
There are many more evil spirits.
But for all these,

we have the Counterforce Spirits —

 God the Father ... a Spirit (Jn 4:24)
 God the Son ... Spirit of Christ (Rom 8:9)
 God the Holy Spirit (Acts 5:3,4)
 Angelic spirits (Heb 1:13,14)

We need an eyeopening —

eg) 2 Ki 6:15-17 ... (Syrian army)
Elisha prayed for the opening of eyes of his servant
when they were surrounded by an enemy:

“Those with us”  >  “Those with them”
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59
Arrows of Discouragement

Introduction
 Discouragement — the devil’s most powerful weapon

 The Bible’s repeated message: “Do not be discouraged”
Dt 1:21/Josh 1:9/1 Chr 28:20

Christ was never discouraged (Isa 42:4).
We also must not be discouraged (Heb 12:3).

 “discourage” = to deprive of confidence, hope or spirit;
to dishearten;
to daunt;
to hamper or hinder;
to dissuade or deter.

The devil discourages us by his lies.
He’s the father of all lies.
His lies are mostly half-truths —

i.e. one side of the truth.
It may be true but it’s not the truth.

eg) Gen 3:5,22a

Seven lies: “Arrows of Discouragement” —
1. Holy Life is too difficult to live.

 Yes, thro’ many tribulations ... Acts 14:21,22
The other side: “Commended to the Lord ...

 in whom they have believed” (v23)
2 Tim 1:12 ... WHOM I’ve believed ... He is able ...

 Yes, I’m a wretched man ... body of death (Rom 7:22-24)
The other side: (vv25-8:2) ... Christ ... free

 No temptation too much (1 Cor 10:13)
Temptation to lust (v6), sexual immorality (v8),
murmur (v10)

 Human impossibility to overcome certain obstacles
... riches ... camel ... (Mt 19:21-24)
The other side (vv25,26) ... With God all possible

“God of all flesh ... Anything too hard for Me? (Jer 32:27)

 “Sifting like wheat” — Repetition & Severity
But the other side:“I’ve prayed for you” (Lk 22:31,32)

“If any man sins ... Advocate” (1 Jn 2:1)

2. God’s Ways are too mysterious to understand.
 An OT question answered in the NT

Isa 40:13,14 / 1 Cor 2:16 (mind of Christ)
An OT impossibility becomes possible in NT!

Similarly, Job 11:7-9 vs. 1 Cor 2:9,10 (Spirit of God)
Only secret things belong to God (Dt 29:29).
Whatever is necessary is revealed!

 Chastisement too painful —
Psa 73:13-17 ... Sit before God ...

 Where’s God when it hurts?
Job 23:1-3,8,9 ... forward ... backward ...

I do not see Him; but He knows me (v10)

 In matters of guidance (Psa 77:13,19/But He leads, v20)

Abraham went out not knowing where;
but he knew Who was leading him.

Thomas : We do not know where you go.
How shall we know the way?

Jesus : I am the way (Jn 14:5,6)
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3. Family life is too problematic to enjoy.
 One of the endtime signs —

Mal 4:5,6 ... fathers ... children ...
2 Tim 3:1,2 ... disobedient to parents ...

That’s why Paul & Peter — the two senior Apostles —
wrote so much on husband-wife
and parents-children relationships.

 Problems are plenty but count the blessings —

 The help of the spouse at the hour of crisis
(Eccl 4:9-12) — 4 blessings

We never realise this until we are widowed.
The testimony of widows and widowers —

“I wish he/she were alive so I could apologize.”

List down the good things about your spouse.
Count your blessings
Name them one by one
And it will surprise you
What your spouse has done!

Keep rejoicing over the holy influence you exert
on your spouse (1 Cor 7:14) — Patience

eg) Job’s influence on his wife (Job 2:9,10)
Finally (42:13-16) — his daughters:
Miss World! Miss Universe! Miss India!

 Claim the blessings of Children
Psa 127:3-5 — Pray for them regularly.

Susanna Wesley (18 Children) —
Prayed for them daily one by one.

Be optimistic —
Rose among thorns 
Thorns around Rose 

Warning:
You will be disappointed if you look for all your
happiness from the family.

Rejoice “in the Lord” (Phil 3:1; 4:4)

4. The workspots are too corrupt to remain sincere.
Partiality/Favouritism/Regionalism

 1 Pet 2:11-20
False accusers (v12)
Foolish leaders (v15)
Harsh bosses (v18)

“Glorify God” in this situation.

 Corrupt men may amass wealth but the portion
of the righteous people is “abundant peace”

(Psa 37:7,8,10,11,37)
Enjoy peace: Cheating is sin;

   but getting cheated is not!
 Joseph in Egypt — Temptation for adultery

But the Word of God sustained him (Psa 105:16-22)
— false accusation

 Daniel in Babylon — Idolatry
He maintained his devotional habits (Dan 6:10)

5. The Church is too hypocritical to be attractive.
 It’s an open secret that the Church that is,

is not the Church that was!
Fights ... Frictions ... Court cases ...
Election malpractices ... Swindling of money ...
Dead formalism ... Suffocation ...
Messageless Preachers ...

The very thought of such a Church is nauseating
... but Jesus loves it ...
eg) Laodicean Church (Rev 3:16,19,20)



334333

 The Holy Spirit convicts the Church and corrects it
but never condemns it — Num 23:21-23

— Even though in Chapter 20 God got angry with
Moses for striking the mountain.

— In chapter 21 He sent fiery serpents for murmuring.

The Church a sleeping beauty ...
It’ll soon rise up like a lioness ... (v24)
The future glory of the Church (Isa 60)

 (Compare v1 with Eph 5:14)
 The Church is not spotless or wrinklefree now!

But Christ WILL do it! — Eph 5:25-27

Reformation & Restoration not complete yet.
Rejoice! The Church is going to be married
to the Lamb of God! —
She will be made READY! — Rev 19:7,8

6. The Preachers are too commercial to follow.

 Most profitable businesses:
Once movies ... Then politics ... Now religion

Once, money for ministry;
but now, ministry for money!

In Jesus’ time,
only 1 out of 12 was a thief;

But now,
only 1 out of 12 is truthful!

 But do not lose heart ...
There are still ministers without love of money
Acts 20:33-35 ... Paul: I coveted no one’s silver ...

Follow good examples (Phil 3:17-19)
— Preachers with simple lifestyle
— Pastors with a shepherd’s heart
— Missionaries with a sacrificial spirit

(Thousands of such workers all over the world)

God still has reserved 7000 who have not bowed
to American Dollars or kissed German Euros.

Rom 11:3-5 ... a remnant ...

7. World Evangelisation is too big to be accomplished.
 After over 2000 years, there are still 50% of Indians

not evangelized.

Of the 219 languages in India with atleast
10000 speakers, the complete Bible is available in
74 languages only and the NT in 75 —

But the city of Mumbai alone produces 400 films/year.
i.e. more than one per day!

So the devil discourages us from getting involved
in active evangelism.

But the encouraging fact:
Christianity is the fastest growing religion
in the world! — 6.9% growth rate
Muslim— 2.7%; Hindus— 2.2%; Buddhists — 1.7%

In 1960 there were only 4 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 1970 there were only 5 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 1980 there were only 6 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 1990 there were only 9 believers
for 100 persons in the world.

In 2000 there were only 12 believers
for 100 persons in the world.
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But today 1 out of every 7 persons is a Christian!
We are sometimes intimidated and discouraged
by opposition; but —

1 Cor 16:9 ... open doors ... many enemies ...;
The day of  opposition is the day of opportunity!

Battling is there;
but the building work will go on! — Mt 16:18

 The Gospel will be preached to all nations (Mt 24:14)
 The Earth shall be filled with the

knowledge of the Lord (Hab 2:14)
 Conclusion

No weapon that’s formed against us will prosper.
The devil’s most powerful weapon: DISCOURAGEMENT
Our most important weapon: FAITH

“Above all” ... the shield of faith (Eph 6:16)
It will “quench” the fiery arrows of discouragement.

Believe that —
1. Holy life is possible with God’s help.
2. God reveals to us whatever is necessary.
3. Family life is God’s idea for our good.
4. We are the salt in a corrupt society.
5. The Church is the Bride of Christ.
6. Sincere preachers are still there.
7. The earth shall be filled with the knowledge

of the Lord as the waters cover the sea!

60

The Discipline of Solitude
 Introduction

 Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994) —
Great eagles fly alone.
Great lions hunt alone.
Great men walk alone.

 In today’s world of hectic activities and bustle of the days,
spending time in solitude alone with God has become
a lost art.

 But from time immemorial, God has been desiring
solitude for His people —

Num 23:9,10 ... a people dwelling alone
Mic 7:14 ... Your flock ... dwell solitarily

This has been God’s “everlasting” principle
in strengthening His people —

Isa 40:28 to 41:1 ... everlasting God... wait on Him
... silence ... renew ... strength ...

A challenge: “Have you not heard this (vv21,28)
 from the beginning?”

 Down thro’ the ages God has prepared His men
in the solitude —

eg) Moses ... 40 yrs + 40 yrs + 40 yrs
John the Baptist (Lk 1:80)
Jesus Christ (Lk 4:1,2)

Apostle Paul —
3 days — immediately after conversion (Acts 9:9,11)
3 years — Before ministry (Gal 1:15-18)
Confinement in prison — Time for writing Epistles
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Practical benefits of Solitude —
1. To develop intimacy with God

— Lovers love to be alone with each other.
They hate to see others around.

A beautiful Picture: SS 7:11,12
(Shulamite to the Beloved)

— Intimacy of parents-children relationship
2 Cor 6:16-18 ... dwell ... walk ...

He is the “Almighty” God, but what He longs for
is Father-Children relationship.

This is what Jesus always longed for —

Mt 14:12,13 ... to a deserted place
Mk 1:35 ... solitary place ... prayed
Lk 5:15,16 ... often withdrew into wilderness

 It is this intimacy that made Jesus testify,
“I’m not alone” (Jn 8:16,29; 16:32)

Do not be satisfied with the general “fellowship”
we have with God because of Rebirth.

Take efforts to develop an “intimacy” or “friendship” with God.

Do not stop with being a “servant” of God;
move close to Him for becoming a “friend” —

Jn 15:15
eg) Abraham: Js 2:23/Gen 18:17

The very first purpose why Jesus chose
His disciples (Mk 3:14) ... to be with Him

2. To meditate the Word of God
Withdrawing ourselves from the noisy world
is indispensable to pour ourselves on the meditation

of God’s Word.

Dt 33:3 ... love ... at Your feet ... Your words ...
(Does this not remind us of Mary at Jesus’ feet?)

This was the experience of the Psalmist (Psa 1:1,2)
and Prophet Jeremiah (Jer 15:16,17)

Beware of people stealing your time!
Don’t attend all functions (Avoid too many visits & visitors)

— Do you have a regular Quiet Time?
Make sure nobody calls you at that time.
Switch off your cellphones.

Even when it was a bride-hunting time for Isaac,
he did not neglect his meditational hour —

Gen 24:63 ... meditate ... in the fields
Today’s young men hunt for brides and lose their Bibles!
Be assured: “The Lord will perfect everything for you”

(Psa 138:2,8)
— Even religious excitement should not steal our Quiet Time

meditation:
eg) Mary (Lk 2:18,19)
Shepherds and people around were excited,
“BUT Mary ...”

It is during our Quiet Time alone with God,
He usually gives us revelations —

 Moses (Ex 34:1-3) ... “Come alone ... let no man”
 David (Psa 16:7,8) ... night watches ... counsel ...
 Samuel to Saul (1 Sam 15:16)
 Jesus (Lk 21:37) ... Nighttime Praying ...

Daytime Preaching ...
This was the training Jesus gave His disciples —

Mt 10:27 ... whatever I tell you in the dark ...



340339

This is the meaning of what David testified —
“In Your light we see light!” (Psa 36:9b)

Unless the meditation is unhurried and done in solitude,
we cannot be effective in self-examination —

Lam 3:28,40 ... sit alone ... keep silent ...

The “personalness” is stressed in —
Psa 26:2 ... Examine “me”

139:23,24 ... Search “me” ...

Book-reading habits vanish because the discipline of
solitude is lost —

Paul in confinement (2 Tim 4:13)
Apply for leave and finish up reading classics.

3. To give ourselves to intercession
One of the mighty intercessors of the Old Testament
was Jeremiah —

Jer 9:1,2 ... water ... tears ... leave my people
Abraham’s intercession for Sodom was when he was
alone before God —

Gen 18:22,33
Jesus was known for praying in solitude —

Mt 14:22,23 ... a mountain ... alone ...
This was immediately after the miracle of feeding 5000.

Lesson: The more God uses us
the more we must withdraw into solitude.
Otherwise great victories will lead to great fall.

Jesus’ love for solitude could have been the reason
why He was thought to be John or Elijah or Jeremiah —

Mt 16:14 ... All these three were known
 for intercession and solitude!

Prayer in solitude is becoming extinct.
Many of those who rush for all-night prayers or
full-day prayers cannot spend one hour alone with God!

Jesus’ very first lesson on prayer —
Mt 6:6 ... room ... shut ... secret

About collective prayer, He spoke in the 18th chapter only—
Mt 18:19,20

That’s why Paul often spoke about “my” prayers —
Rom 1:9; 10:1
Eph 1:16; 3:14
Phil 1:3,4
2 Tim 1:3

Today’s overemphasis in large gatherings of prayer has
undercut the seriousness and significance of private praying.

Because people don’t spend enough time in private prayers,
they violate Biblical principles laid down for
Church worship —

eg) Speaking in tongues (1 Cor 14:17,18)

Jesus attached great importance to “small group”
praying also —

Lk  9:28,29 ... Mount of Transfiguration
22:39,40 ... Mount of Olives

Even from this small group,  He withdrew for prayer
in solitude (v41)

Other examples of small group prayers —
Lk 9:10 ... Jesus & 12 apostles
Acts 13:2,3 ... Paul, Barnabas & Co. — 5 men

   16:13 ... Riverside/Paul, Luke & Timothy
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Missions were born in small group prayers —
eg) FMPB ... Seashore prayer (Tuticorin)

BYM ... Bush prayer (Karaikudi)
Nowadays, everything has become a programme.

If we need another Revival,
such praying in small groups must be restored.

eg) Mothers Prayer groups

Here again,
group prayers will be effective only if private praying
of individuals is not neglected.

eg) Our daily evening prayer gathering in college days (1963- )
was followed by an hour of individual prayertime.

 Fasting is an integral part of intercession.
To be as secretive as possible —

Mt 6:16-18

Fasting must not be from food (“fork”) only,
it must be from “folk” also!

 A revival of weeping is the need of the hour! (Outline 87)
Lam 3:48-51 ... Weep until the Lord looks down ...

Weeping must start with individuals in solitude —
Ezr 10:1 ... confessing ... weeping ... bowing
Neh 1:4 ... wept ... mourned ... praying ...

The devil is known for introducing substitutes —

eg) Instead of a revival of weeping,
he is promoting a revival of laughing.

Instead of godly sorrow, he loads people with
worldly (earthly) sorrow — (2 Cor 7:10)

Paul was a preacher of “tears” —
Acts 20:19 ... humility ... tears ...

His son in faith, Timothy, was also known for tears —
2 Tim 1:4 ... remembering your tears ...

 Conclusion
 The trend today is

— From “solitude” to “multitude”
— From “silence” to “shouting/screaming”

Without the discipline of “silence” and “solitude,”
our “shouting” will be empty noise —

First, “Be still” (Psa 46:10)
Only after that, “Shout” (Psa 47:1)

Everything is becoming noisy these days,
especially religious programmes —

Jarring music and fast beats which suppress
the words of the songs is definitely not Biblical —

Eph 5:19,20 ... “speaking to one another
in hymns, ...” (Compare Isa 6:3)

How is this possible with loud music?

“making melody in heart”

Similarly, Col 3:16, “singing with grace in heart”

Loud music after meetings does not allow people
to talk and fellowship with one another.
This is paganism.



344343

61

Whatever happened to Simplicity?
Introduction

Hardly do we hear sermons on “simplicity”
though so much on “success” —

But the very first Beatitude of Christ is on simplicity —
“Blessed are the poor in spirit ...” (Mt 5:2,3)

In other words,
Blessed are the simple;
theirs is the ultimate success!

In fact the next two Beatitudes are also on “simplicity”—
“Blessed are those who mourn ... are meek” (vv4,5)

 Everything about and of our God is simple —
a) His Messiah is simple.

Isa 11:1 ... A branch out of root
42:2,3 ... no crying ... bruised reed ...
53:2 ... tender plant ... no show ...

Mt 21:4 ... King ... lowly ... donkey ...
11:29 ... meek & lowly (= simple)

Though He was great! (v27)

b) His Message is simple.
1 Cor 1:18-25 ... message of the Cross ...

foolishness ... weakness ...
The simplicity of the Gospel is the “offence” to people —

“Too simple to believe!” (vv22,23)

  eg) Billy Graham preached the same message in
Cambridge University or a tribal village in Africa !

A fresh theological graduate was preaching the Gospel.
An elderly man from the congregation shouted,

“Keep-It-Simple-Stupid!”

This is why we read,
“The common people heard Jesus gladly”

(Mk 12:37b)

The response to the Gospel all over the world is good
from simple people —

1 Cor 1:19,26-28 ... not many noble ... but weak ... base

c) His Methods are simple.
eg) Elisha & Naaman

2 Ki 5:9,10,13 ... (not) something great ...

God’s prescriptions for our spiritual growth and welfare are
generally simple —

eg) David & the Ark of the Covenant
2 Sam 6:1-7 ... On a new cart
But God’s method: Ex 25:14 ... shoulders ...
Philistine method: 1 Sam 6:7
Back to God’s method: 2 Sam 6:13

 God’s ways are always simple —
Isa 35:8 ... Even a fool will not stumble!

But as we see Christendom today,
everything about it appears so complicated —

Psa 74:3 ... Enemy ... damaged ... everything
in the sanctuary

 Here is a picture of how the Church has lost its simplicity—

 The Lord’s Supper changed from a common meal
to a ceremony.

 Worship changed from participation to observation.
 Witnessing changed from relationship (friendship)

to salesmanship.
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 Ministry changed from personal to almost exclusively
social (to impress the public).

 Leadership changed from gifted and called servants
 to professionals.

 Growth changed from multiplication to addition.
 Missions changed from being missionaries

to supporting missionaries.
 Discipleship changed from on-the-job

to classroom teaching.
 Fellowship changed from intimate community living

to impersonal in large meetings.
 Gifts changed from edification

to entertainment (or extinction!)
 Empowerment changed from God’s power to man’s ability.
 Buildings changed from functional

to sacred meeting places.
 Membership changed from producer to consumer.
 Bible study changed from doers of the Word

to hearers of the Word.
 Evangelism changed from “go-structures”

to “come-structures.”
Most of these happened to the Church in the 4th century
at the hand of King Constantine. This is not how Christ
founded the Church in the 1st Century!

(Taken from “Second Reformation” by William Beckham)

 Let’s learn some practical lessons as to how we can
bring back the Christlike simplicity:

1. Be simple in Bible meditation.
Psa 119:130 ... The simple understand better.
1 Pet 2:1-3 ... Simple like a baby
Js 1:19-21 ... Receive the Word with “meekness”

This was Mary’s attitude towards the Word of God —
Lk 1:38 ... maid servant ... Your Word
This is true blessedness (v28)

Study her song (Lk 1:46-59) —
It’s simply profound; profoundly simple!
“lowly state ... proud ... lowly ... hungry”

God’s revelations come primarily to the simple —
Lk 10:21 ... wisemen ... revealed to babes

    2:8,9 ... shepherds ... through an angel

Take the attitude of the Boy Samuel —
1 Sam 3:9,10 ... Speak ... Your servant hears

Do we make this prayer whenever we open the Bible?

2. Be simple in prayer.
Prayer must be as simple as a child asks his father.
Look at Christ’s explicit teaching —

Mt 7:7-11 ... Every son who asks ...
  6:7,8 ... vain repetitions ... Father

One way to maintain the spirit of simplicity & humility
in prayer is to kneel down while praying.

Kneeling is becoming extinct after pews & chairs have come.
Kneeling is neither a Western culture nor an Eastern culture;
it’s a Bible culture —

Solomon — 1 Ki 8:54 / 2 Chr 6:13
Ezra — Ezr 9:5;10:1
Daniel — Dan 6:10
Jesus — Lk 22:41
Stephen — Acts 7:60 ... even while dying
Peter — Acts 9:40
Paul — Acts 20:36; 21:5
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Every knee shall bow ... tongue confess ...
(Phil 2:10) — Don’t spiritualise it.
(If “knee” is spiritualised, “tongue” also should be!)

In worship we are primarily called to “kneel down” —
Psa 95:6

Because there’s too much of “standing” and “lifting of hands”
rather than “bowing” and “kneeling,”
rejoicing with “trembling” is lost! (Psa 2:11)

It’s said that Apostle James had swollen and thick knees —
“An Apostle of Prayer”

Those days, trousers were torn at knees!
More kneeling means less sleepiness!

One reason why the disciples slept off could be that they were
“sitting” (?) — Mk 14:32-42

Back to knees!

3. Be simple in relationships.
 The Bible exhorts us to associate with the humble

and the simple —
Rom 12:16 ... high things ... own opinion ...

Which also means, do not involve
in things which are too much for you —

Psa 131:1,2 ... quieted my soul like a child ...
Jesus was primarily “with the poor” —

Mt 11:5 ... the poor have the Gospel ...
He identified Himself with those who suffered —

Mt 25:35-40 ... “least of My brothers”

This does not mean Jesus did not visit or befriend the rich.
He was not hunting or lusting for contacts with the so-called
“cream” of the society. It was a black man who carried the
Cross (Mk 15:21 — Cyrene is in North Africa)

 Relationships develop with communication.
Be simple in your talk —

i.e. “yes” for “yes,” “no” for “no” (Mt 5:37)

Avoid exaggeration, double meaning, hidden agenda, etc.

About the words of a complicated person, the Bible says ...
Rom 3:13,14 ... throat... tomb ... lips ... poison ...

 When attacked or offended, take the attitude of David —
Psa 22:6 ... a worm ... not a man

The smallest chapter in the Book of Job has a question:
Job 25:5,6 ... man ... maggot ... worm

Meekness is not weakness;
it is the true spiritual strength!

 Shun paraphernalia!
This has plagued Christian ministries.

eg) See how preachers arrive at meetings!
 Like cine-stars and politicians.

Jesus behaved so unassumingly that someone
had to betray Him even in the company of His disciples —

Mt 26:47-50

 The early disciples’ influence in the society was their
“simplicity of heart” —

Acts 2:46

 Avoid all forms of flattery —
Prov 20:19 ... flattery & talebearing

 28:23 ... Open rebuke better
 29:5 ... flattery is a trap!

If someone flatters you and you cannot avoid it,
do not entertain it in your heart.
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Continue to remain “small” before God —
1 Sam 15:17

4. Don’t lust for bigness.
The world is after prestige and status symbols;
the status symbol for Christians is the Cross of Christ —

Gal 6:14 ... glory in the Cross
 Be simple in dress —

Both Paul & Peter have dealt with this issue —
1 Tim 2:9,10 ... pearls ... costly clothing
1 Pet 3:3,4 ... outward adorning ... gold

The apostles were not against decent clothing;
but they discouraged extravagant costumes.

The stress is on “simplicity.”
Do not be decked with ornaments like idols.

What about men then?
A tie around a sweaty neck in hot summer is
out of place!

“Simple living, high thinking!”
“Understand the beauty of simplicity!”

Avoid theatrical appearance & performance
on pulpits & dais.

 Be simple in structures —
There’s a craze among preachers for
huge structures for Church buildings
and Prayer Halls.

A brief history will be helpful here —
The Temple was not God’s perfect will;
it was only His permissive will —

2 Sam 7:1-6

God did not however allow David to build the Temple.
Solomon built it —

Acts 7:47
But the truth is: God does not dwell in buildings! (vv48-50)

No place special or sacred!
(Prayer Towers/Prayer Room for Parliaments)

‘Bloody Queen Mary’ trembled at the prayers of the small
man, John Knox, who was praying in his prayer closet!

Jesus was not impressed with buildings —
Mt 24:1,2 ... Not one stone on the other

The Holy Spirit did not come in the Temple,
but in an “upper room.”
Houses became the meeting places —

Acts 2:46 ... from house to house ...
By AD 400, the Roman Empire, from being 4% Christian,
grew to 80% Christian
— WITH NO CONVERSIONS! — when King Constantine

made Christianity the State religion. It became
fashionable and profitable to become Christians.

When the Church got so big and popular,
it could erect its own buildings —

A man of God calls this “the worst disaster since Noah!”
He adds, “What really killed us was the bricks!”
By 476 the Church got into the Dark Ages.

This Babel spirit is returning to Christendom today
in the name of mega-Churches.
— God’s challenge: Isa 66:1,2 ... Heaven ... earth ...
— So-called prophets & preachers are duping the people:

Jer 7:3-5 ... Temple ... Temple ... Temple ...
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They are preoccupied with buildings rather than labouring
day and night in building God’s people —

Col 1:28,29 ... Paul: ... every man perfect ...
 4:12 ... Epaphras: ... complete in the will of God

With huge structures, it appears that “worship” is restored;
but the truth is that “fellowship” is lost!

— Also, in a country like India where anti-Christian forces
are targetting our buildings, it’s safer and wiser to build
500 halls in each of which 100 believers can gather for
“worship & fellowship” rather than sink crores of rupees
in a single building to accommodate 50,000 people!

Beware of the “God-told-me” heresy!
That’s some other god, not the God of the Bible!

 The early Church did not have “great” buildings;
but they had “great” power,

“great” grace,
“great” wonders,
“great” persecution,
“great” fear from people,
 etc.

But we have “great” buildings with none of these things!

Back to New Testament simplicity!

(Study the Outline 116 also.)

62
A Call to Sacrifice!

Introduction
“Sacrifice” is one of the most unpopular subjects today
 because we do not sufficiently emphasise “the basic”
 condition of discipleship —

Lk 9:23 ... deny himself ... take up his cross ...

But we have no problem with v22 —
i.e. sufferings of Jesus

Whatever Jesus went through on this earth has an objective
lesson for us —

Eph 5:1,2 ... sacrifice to God ... sweet-smelling ...

This is repeatedly taught in the OT —
“Aroma”
Gen 8:20,21 ... Noah
Ex 29:18 ... sweet aroma ... offering by fire ...
Lev 1:9 ... offering ... fire ... sweet aroma
Num 15:3 ... sacrifice ... sweet aroma

In course of time,
God’s people neglected the purity of their personal lives,
but simply went on with the offerings and sacrifices.
God condemned it —

1 Sam 15:22 ... Saul ... Samuel
Psa 51:16,17 ... David ... Nathan
Hos 6:6 ... Hosea’s call to Restoration
Rom 12:1 ... bodies ... living sacrifice

We Christians have misunderstood these passages.
On the face of these verses, we have neglected
personal sacrifices we must make in our lives.
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 What does “sacrifice” mean?

Dictionary meaning:
The forfeiture of something highly valued
for the sake of someone or something
considered to have a greater value or claim!

David had understood this quite rightly —
eg) 2 Sam 24:24,25 ... “I will not offer to God

what costs me nothing”
What have we sacrificed recently that has “affected” us?

 Let’s us look at some practical sacrifices we can make —

1. Sacrificing of ourselves
Moses — Ex 32:30-32
Esther — Esth 4:15,16
Paul — Rom 9:1-3
Aquila & Priscilla — Rom 16:3,4

opposite: “belly” (v18)
C.T. Studd: “If Christ had died for me,

no sacrifice I make can be great!”
2 Cor 5:14,15 ... not for us but for Him

— Apostle Paul poured himself as a drink offering
Phil 2:17 ... sacrifice ... service ...

— Every blessing in life should lead us to some
definite sacrifice:

eg) Lk 5:4-11 ... miracle catch of fish ... “forsook all”

We leave our jobs when we have a problem;
but here Peter, James & John ...!

Blessings must be poured out as sacrifices;
otherwise “empty vine” (Hos 10:1)

eg) David ... waters of Bethlehem (1 Chr 11:16-19)

2. Sacrificing of our children
We love our children more than we love ourselves
or anything else.

That’s why the Bible asks,
“If God had not spared His own Son ...?”
Rom 8:32

God’s commandment in the OT —
Ex 22:29 ... the firstborn is Mine

13:2 ... man ... animal ... firstborn Mine
Examples —

 Abraham — Gen 22:15-17
“only” son whom you “love” (v2)

 Manoah (Samson) — Judg 13:3,8,12
 Hannah (Samuel) — 1 Sam 1:11,24,27,28

  2:11,18,19
 Zacharias & Elizabeth let their

son of “joy” and “gladness” (Lk 1:14)
to go as a “prophet” (v76),
and sent him into the wilderness (v80)

But what do we say? — “If the Lord gives me a child,
 I will write a testimony
 in the magazine!”

Liability!
Also Church history —
 Hudson Taylor — His parents prayed:

“If God would give us a son,
 he must go as a missionary to China!”

 Amy Carmichael: “God answered the prayers of my Dad
 and Mom!”

 Most of the 19 children of Susannah Wesley
went for fulltime Christian work —
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eg)  John Wesley & Charles Wesley

We are selfish — 2 Ki 6:24-29 ... my son ... her son ...
 My parents ... Our daughter

Today, a slump in missionary applications

3. Sacrificing of our possessions
So much of preaching & teaching on “giving” & “tithing”
but not on “sacrificing” —

Tithing is only an OT prescription;
it is not taught in the NT at all.

The NT advocates “sacrificial” giving —

 The Alabaster box story in all the 4 Gospels —
Mt 26:7 ... very costly oil ...
Mk 14:3 ... pure oil ...
Lk 7:37,38 ... tears ... fragrant oil ...
Jn 11:2;12:3 ... very costly ... spikenard ...

 Jesus & Zacchaeus Lk 19:8,9
 Jesus & young ruler Mt 19:21/Lk 18:22

Do not say this was purely for an individual;
Jesus said so to the people in general also —

Lk 12:33 ... If “any man” ... let him deny ...
If this does not apply to us,
v31 (= seek first ...) also does not apply to us.

 Macedonian believers
2 Cor 8:3 ... beyond their ability

We often talk about “God’s indescribable gift”
(2 Cor 9:15)

How about our “giving” — Is it liberal?
vv13,14 ... atleast “describable?”

 The recipients of the Epistle of Hebrews (Heb 10:34)

We spend so much time on Hebrews 11;
why not on this passage in Hebrews 10?

 Why do we lay so much of stress on
sacrificing of ourselves & sacrificing of our possessions?
These are the first two signs of perilous “endtimes” —

2 Tim 3:1,2 ... lovers of themselves ... money

Therefore while talking about “sacrifice,”
we must deal with materialism.

 The very first work of the Holy Spirit in this
dispensation is to loosen the grip of His people on money
and materials — Acts 2:44

We have stopped with Acts 2:4!
This was the secret of their “great power” —
Acts 4:33-37 ... Even a “Levite!”

The “fire” of the Spirit must burn the chaff of materialism.
No man is fully converted until his purse is converted!

 Look at Jesus’ forthright teaching on this subject —

Eye ... light ... darkness (Mt 6:19-24)
Context: Not adulterous look but materialistic outlook

This teaching was not liked by people,
especially the religious Pharisees —
Lk 16:13,14 ... lovers of money ...

 Who is a fool? (Lk 12:20)
Look at v21: “So is he ... who is not rich toward God”

How to be rich toward God? —

a) Avoid anxiety about material needs.
(vv22,29,30)
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b) Give priority to God’s Kingdom.
(vv31,32)

c) Give lavishly to the poor.
(vv33,34)

That’s the money bag that cannot be destroyed or stolen.

— This is what Paul wrote to Timothy ...
1 Tim 6:17-19 ... rich ... sharing ...

— That’s why John’s answer to the questions
of all the 3 groups referred to money:

Lk 3:10-14 ... People ... Publicans ... Policemen

It is after this, John spoke about fire (vv15,16).
This was part of his exhortations to people (v18).

Who gives such exhortations before baptism?
We even give proxy baptisms: Parents making

 juiceless confession for innocent children.

 How clever we are in taking texts out of context:

a) “With men this is impossible but with God ...”
Mt 19:25,26

Context: vv23,24 — Assuredly ... Again ... rich man

b) “I can do all things thro’ Christ ...” (Phil 4:13)
Context: vv11-13 ... contentment

c) “I will never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb 13:5)
Context: Covetousness/Contentment

 Because over the years, we have not been watchful
and careful enough to stress this doctrine of “sacrifice,”
the enemy has sown the tares of “Prosperity Doctrine” —

Mt 13:24,25 ... while men slept ...

— Jesus did not promise what one will get when he goes
serving Him, rather what one will not get!

Lk 9:57,58 ... foxes ... birds ... stay
In the first instance also, Jesus did not entice His disciples
with offers. That’s why Peter asked this question later —

Mt 19:27-30 — Guaranteed in eternity only!
“ ... regeneration ... thrones”

Our emphasis today is on “confirming the call;”
but Jesus insisted on “counting the cost !”

Lk 14:27-33 ... building ... battling ...

What a distorted version we have today!
(“Old Paths” forsaken!)

 Material-mindedness is opposed to “sacrifice.”
Does it mean one should not become rich?
No, you can, but —

 When riches increase ...
Psa 62:10 ... no heart on it

 Be liberal in sharing ...
Prov 11:24-26 ... water ... grain ...
Compare 2 Cor 9:6,7 ... sowing ... reaping

Beware of the “sin of Sodom!” (Ezek 16:49)

 Resist the temptation to have more ... (Eccl 5:10)
Money is like sea water! The more you drink it,

the thirstier you will become!

(Study the Outline 50 also.)
 Conclusion

 A supplication: Prov 30:7-9
“Neither too much nor too little!”

 A slogan: 2 Cor 12:15
“Spend and be spent!”
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63

I am committed to —

1) The Glory of the Father
Phil 2:9-11

2) The Lordship of Christ
Acts 2:36

3) The Direction of the Holy Spirit
Rom 8:14

4) The Authority of the Bible
2 Tim 3:16,17

5) The Welfare of my Family
1 Tim 5:8

6) The Edification of the Church
Eph 4:15,16

7) The Evangelisation of the World
Mt 28:18-20

These are like “seven pillars” of a house
built with practical “wisdom” —

Prov 9:1
These can also be compared to “foundation” stones.

Never allow cracks in any one of them.

My Sevenfold Commitment
64

“Forget not!”

Introduction
Psa 103:1,2
“Forget not all His benefits”
We say it everyday in prayer but fail to do it!

 Moses told God’s people about six things
they shouldn’t forget, in the Book of Deuteronomy.

They are very relevant to us.

1. Forget not —
what you were before!
 In every instance God reminds His people of their

Egyptian bondage:
Dt 15:12-15 ... Treatment of a slave

16:10-12 ... Celebration of festivals
24:17,18 ... Justice
   :19-22 ... Care for the poor

 This does not mean we must remember our past sins
but our days of bondage before salvation —

eg) Eph 2:11-13 ... once ... but now ...
1 Tim 1:13,14 ... formerly ... but ...

The quality of our present life depends
on the remembrance of our past —

2 Pet 1:8,9 ... fruitful ...
Lk 7:44-47 ... Degree of love for God depends on the

degree of realisation of our sinfulness.

Praise God who remembered us in “our lowly estate” —
Psa 136:23 (eg. David, 2 Sam 7:18)
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2. Forget not —
what God has promised!

Dt 4:23 (Covenant = Promise)

 The disciples remembered the promises of Jesus
only when they were fulfilled —

eg) Triumphal entry ... Jn 12:14-16
Resurrection ... Lk 24:6-8
Spirit outpouring ... Acts 11:15,16

But we fail to remember even after fulfilment.

 Recollect God’s promises of the past years —
a) Corporate  b) Personal

3. Forget not —
what God has taught!

Dt 4:8-10 ... what great nation ... statutes ...?

 Psalm 119 is all about God’s WORD —
The Psalmist repeatedly says, “Forget not!”

vv16,61,83,93,109,141,153,176

God is particular that we constantly remember
what we are taught —

Num 15:37-40 ... tassels in garments
(Similar to the knot in the finger)

— Frequent remembrance helps meditation
— If we do our homework, the Holy Spirit will “remind”

(Jn 14:26)

 God is serious about our forgetting His teaching —
Hos 4:6b ... I’ll forget your children

Do we forget our children?
Then, we cannot forget God’s teaching!

4. Forget not —
God’s victories and wonders!

Dt 7:17-19 ... Pharaoh ... signs ... wonders ...
25:17,18 ... Amalek ... attacked ...

 God is sad when His people forget the past miracles —
Psa 78:41-43 ... Israel limiting God
Mt 16:8-10 ... 5 loaves ... 7 loaves

 Each struggle or suffering will be greater in magnitude
and intensity than the previous one. We cannot afford to
forget the lessons learnt in the former —

Psa 77:7-11 ... Psalmist’s experience
Heb 10:32-35 ... Admonition to the Hebrews

(Past struggles)
 Remembrance of the past victory reinforces our faith

for the present battle —

eg) David (1 Sam 17:34-37) ... lion ... bear

 We should remember not only “our” victories
but also those of others —

eg) Heb 11  12:1
Jesus is the same yesterday ... today ... forever! (13:8)

5. Forget not —
how you provoked the Lord!

Dt 9:7,24 From the beginning (of our conversion)
Places of provocation —

Horeb (v8)
Taberah, Massah and Hattaavah (v22)

 Trials and chastisement are meant to train,
teach and promote us —

Dt 8:2-5 — Do not forget (Heb 12:5)
Why Chastisement?



364363

eg) Miriam’s experience
Dt 24:9/Num 12

The Lord allows failures & famine,
defeats & disappointments,
sickness & sorrow, etc.,
to get our attention.

Let’s not forget it!  (Eccl 11:8)

eg) King Hezekiah
 Isa 38:15-17 ... walk carefully ... bitterness of soul ...

— I’ve learnt more from my failures than from victories.

6. Forget not —
the Blesser because of the blessings!

Dt 6:10-12 ... houses ... wells ... vineyards ... the Lord

 We unconsciously begin to worship our own strength
and skill —

Dt 8:11,12,17,18 ... my power ... wealth ...
32:15,18 ... Jeshurun ... fat ... forsook ...

When we repeatedly fail to have our quiet time with God,
it’s an indication that we have forgotten the Lord —

Jer 2:32 ... virgin ... ornaments ...

God is surprised at the loss of our early devotional quest—
Jer 18:13-15a ... snow-water ... strange waters

 Even religious activities/ceremonies can sometimes
make us forget God —

1 Cor 11:24,25 ... in remembrance of “Me”
(Don’t give an utilitarian approach to the Lord’s Supper.)

Let’s strengthen our foundation of having God
as the centre of our life and ministry.

Work also is only next to Worship.

 Conclusion
God has provided for us two means for reminding us —

a) Our Seniors
Dt 32:7 ... father ... elders

b) His Spirit
Jn 14:26 ... bring to your remembrance

 “What shall I render to God for all His benefits?”
Psa 116:12-14

a) Take the “cup” of Salvation
— Deepen the fellowship with the Lord.

b) “Call” on the Lord
— Increase worship of the Lord.

c) “Pay” my vows
— Fulfil your partnership with the Lord.

“Now in the presence of His people!”
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65

Quiet Time
Introduction

Quiet Time — A time to commune and converse with God,
withdrawing from the busy activities
of the noisy world.

Set a time!
Choose a time when you are fresh —

Psa 88:13 ... In the morning ... before You ...
Stick to it whatever be the reason —

Daniel: Dan 6:10 (hostility)
Peter & John: Acts 3:1 (Activity ... 3000 souls)
Learnt from Jesus (Lk 5:15,16)

Are we not strict with our office timings?

Quiet Time: (A) Bible Meditation = Listening to God
(B) Prayer = Speaking to God

(A) Bible Meditation
Let God speak to you before you speak to Him:

Eccl 5:1,2 ... to hear than to give ...
Prayer/Praise is actually our response to

what God speaks or reveals to us.
Bible Meditation: (a) Devotional Meditation

(b) Analytical Study
What we primarily do in the daily Quiet Time is —

(a) Devotional Meditation
 Start with the prayer —

Psa 119:18-20 ... Open my eyes ...

D
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Assume the attitude of a baby —
Mt 11:25 ... revealed to babes
1 Pet 2:2 ... as newborn babes ...

Have a bold type Bible — A good Translation

 Better to start with the NT
(The NT explains the OT.)

NT — Life & Teachings of Christ — Gospels
— Spread of the Gospel — Acts

What happened yesterday
— Exhortations & Doctrines — Epistles

What to do today
— The future of Church & World — Revelation

What about tomorrow?

 Read one full chapter at a stretch.
Read it twice.

Ask these questions on this passage:
 Any PROMISE to believe?
 Any COMMANDMENT to obey?
 Any SIN to forsake?
 Any WARNING to note?
 Any REVELATION to understand?
 Any EXAMPLE to follow?

 Believe this is THE message from God to you for the day—

eg) A promise:For a crisis that might develop that day.
The Bible is a cheque book.

A warning: For the hour of temptation.

A guidance when at crossroads ... example:
Decision making.

This is our “Daily Manna” (Ex 16:21)
New grace every morning (Lam 3:22,23)

 Another set of questions:

What does this passage say about —
 my responsibility to God?
 my responsibility to Man?

i.e. Love God “All” Law & Prophets
Love Man Mt 22:35-40

Some read 5 Psalms/day — Favour with God
and 1 Chapter from Proverbs/day — Favour with men

 Underline words, phrases and sentences that appeal
to you most.

God’s Word is God’s Voice!
“Logos”  vs  “Rhema”

Keep a Bible notebook to note down each day’s message.

 Chew the thought all through the day (Psa 1:2)
eg) Mary (Lk 2:19,51)

Before going to bed, review the day’s walk
against the meditation of the morning.

Beware of self-deception! (Js 1:22-24)

 Daily Devotional aids may be used,
but not as a substitute for your direct meditation.

(b) Analytical Study

All cannot find time for this type of study each day.
Set aside a few hours in weekends for this purpose.

Three methods —

1) Panoramic Study
— Study the Bible as a whole.

eg) The Plan of Redemption
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2) Telescopic Study
— Study the great truths which stand out

in each book.
eg) Romans — Justification by faith

Ephesians — Our position in Christ;
Spiritual Warfare; etc.

3) Microscopic Study
— Study all the marvellous details of verses.

eg)  Jn 1:12 ... receive ... believe ...
 Acts 1:8 ... power ... witnesses ...

Comparable to the use of various lenses in photography—

1. Wide angle lens (Panoramic)
2. Zoom lens (Telescopic)
3. Micro lens (Microscopic)

Tools:
1) A Study Bible — NKJV Study Bible

NIV Study Bible
ESV Study Bible
Study Bibles by Scofield,

Thompson, Dake, etc.
Life Application Study Bible

Book Introductions
Notes for texts
Cross References

2) A Bible Concordance
An index showing every occurrence of a word

Helpful for topical study —
eg) Redemption

Holiness
Prayer
Holy Spirit
Heaven, Hell, etc.

3) A Bible Dictionary
Information about archaeology, history, geography,
etc. — Cultural backgrounds —
Details of persons, places, festivals, objects, etc.
(Far better than Holy Land Tours!)

 We can’t understand everything in the Bible at any time.
Our knowledge and understanding keep increasing
by regular study.

eg) Various textbooks for students of various classes;
 but the Bible is the same for all levels.

 Application —
All knowledge must lead to application in life.

Otherwise — Self-deception: Js 1:22-24
— Fruitlessness: Lk 8:14

Ask for God’s help & grace to live according to His Word.

(B) Next comes, Prayer
Four things we do in Prayer:

P — R — A — Y

Praise ... Repent ... Ask ... Yield

1. Praise.
 The Lord’s Prayer begins with praise —

“Hallowed be Your Name!”
 Enter His presence with Praise —

Psa 100:4
It may be a song of praise (Psa 100:2b)
God inhabits the praises of His people (Psa 22:3)

Praise clears the clouds and brings down Heaven!
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 Praising God for who He is = Worship
for what He does = Thanksgiving

Do both.
“Forget not all His benefits ... Bless Him” (Psa 103:1,2)

 Whatever you learnt about God during meditation,
turn it into praise. God reveals Himself thro’ the
Holy Pages.

eg) Anyone of the 3 characteristics —
God Omnipresent
God Omnipotent
God Omniscient

or, Creator, Saviour, Healer,
Restorer, Lover, Shepherd, Provider,
Keeper, Sanctifier, Giver, ...

or, His redemptive names —
Jehovah-Jireh — Provision
Jehovah-Rapha — Healing
Jehovah-Nissi — Victory
Jehovah-Tsidkenu — Righteousness
Jehovah-Raah — Shepherding
Jehovah-Shalom — Peace
Jehovah-Shamma — Presence
Jehovah-Makkeh — Disciplining
Jehovah-Mekkaddeshem — Sanctifying

(Some more names on page 422)

Not simply, Praise the Lord, Praise the Lord!
“Worship in spirit and in truth” (Jn 4:24)

2. Repent.
 Search me, O God (Psa 139:23,24)

Things surface when we quieten our hearts before Him.
“Take time to be holy.”

 Jesus the Sympathiser and Helper at the
Throne of Grace—

Heb 4:15,16 ... come boldly ...

There’s instant cleansing —
1 Jn 1:7,9 ... the blood of Christ ...

Forgiveness is conditional —
“Forgive us our sins as we forgive those ...”

Delay not reconciliation —
Mt 5:23,24 ... First be reconciled ...

6:14,15 ... Forgive ... forgiven ...

Prayer without repentance is a waste —
Psa 66:18 ... regard iniquity ... Lord will not hear
Prov 15:8 ... sacrifice of the wicked ... abomination

3. Ask.
Exaltation of God and
Examination of ourselves are a sound preparation

for submitting our petitions to God.

Be specific — Not simply, “Bless me, Lord!”

eg)  Bartimaeus (Mk 10:46-52)

 Four important things to ask —

a) Intellectual need
— Wisdom (Js 1:5)

eg) Solomon even in a dream!
The principal thing to seek (Prov 4:7)

b) Physical/Material needs
— Food, Health, etc.

Jesus taught: “Give us this day our daily bread”
Pray for healing, safety, etc.
He is the Lord of our body also!



374373

Paul prayed thrice for his thorn in the flesh.
God gave him grace to bear it (2 Cor 12:7-9).

c) Spiritual needs
 Victory over temptations

Mt 26:41 ... “Watch and pray”
Mt 6:13 ... “Lead us not into temptation”

 Understanding God’s will
Psa 25:4,5 ... Your ways ... all day ...

 Power for witnessing
Lk 11:13 ... Holy Spirit
Acts 1:8; 4:31 ... Power ... boldness

d) Social needs
— For our family, friends,

work, etc.

So many people request us to pray for them.
They count on our prayers.

Do not say, “I myself have problems!”
Job prayed for his friends —
Job 42:10 ... God turned his captivity

These 4 areas represent a balanced life —
eg) Jesus (Lk 2:52)

4. Yield.
Prayertime is an occasion to humble ourselves
before God.

A chorus: Spirit of the Living God ...
Break me ... Melt ... Mould ... Fill ...

Man is basically proud and self-willed.
Prayer breaks us.

Jesus: “Not My will but Yours be done” (Mt 26:39,42)
John: “I must decrease, He must increase” (Jn 3:30)
Paul: “Not I but Christ” (Gal 2:20)

Tears are a great blessing.

Take conscious effort to have these 4 steps in your prayer—
In course of time, it will become a regular practice.

 How to Pray
a) Pray with sincerity.

i.e. Realisation of our utter need.
No half-heartedness.
“If you seek Me with all your heart ...” (Jer 29:13)
“Blessed are the thirsty” (Mt 5:6).

Acknowledgement of God’s ability.
Faith (Heb 11:6) ... that God is able ...

b) Pray in the Spirit.
Rom 8:26 ... Spirit helps ... Spirit Himself ...

The value of praying in tongues.
(Tongues among the 9 gifts is addressed to God.)

What change the Spirit wrought in Peter & John!

c) Pray according to the Scriptures.
 Study the model prayers —

Psalms of David
Daniel (Dan 9)
Ezra, Nehemiah (Ezra 9; Neh 1)
Jesus (Jn 17)
Paul (Eph 1:15-23; 3:14-21; Col 1:9-12)

 Turn into prayer whatever you meditated.
Promise — Ask God to fulfil it.
Warning — Ask God to remind you.
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 Difficulties in Prayer
a) Drowsiness

Physical or mental fatigue.
Kneeling is best, but change posture if necessary.
Change over to reading or singing.

b) Distraction
Poor concentration. Unnecessary thoughts.
Prayer is a warfare.
Resist the devil in Jesus’ Name.

Have a secret place for prayer.
eg) Jesus  Garden

Peter & John  Temple

Have a Prayer Closet or a Prayer Corner —
any place where you will be least disturbed.

Switch off your cellphone.
c) Depression

Ignore your feelings and keep praying.
1 Pet 5:7,8 ... anxieties ... adversary ...
Phil 4:6,7 ... anxious ... peace of God ...

 Conclusion
When you become slack or irregular in maintaining
daily “Quiet Time” with God,
you will begin to lose your spiritual glow and vitality.

(Study the Outline 66 also.)

66

Morning by Morning

Introduction
 A popular chorus —

“This is the day that the Lord has made ...”
Psa 118:24

Prophetically this “day” refers to the dispensation
that began with the first Coming of Christ —

vv22,23 ... stone rejected ... Palm Sunday
vv25,26 ... Hosanna! (Mt 21:9,42)

The application of this text is not limited to the first
Palm Sunday but for all the days of our life on earth
in and with Christ —

Let’s look at 7 daily blessings from the Lord over which
we can rejoice, so we can handle —

 The killing routine & humdrum (Psa 127:2a)
 Depressing situations & happenings
 Worry of future
 Uncertainties of life

Begin the day with positive expectations —
Psa 5:3 ... In the morning I look up to You

  88:13 ... In the morning ... prayer before You

1. The Lord’s Mercies
Lam 3:22,23 ... (1) Mercies ...

(2) Compassions ...
(3) Faithfulness

(1) + (2) + (3) = “Grace”
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Interestingly, this verse comes in “Lamentations!”

The OT frequently used the word “mercy”—
The NT’s word is “grace” —
In the same Psalm (118), vv1,2,3,4,29

Similarly, Psa 136 — “His mercy endures forever”
 26 verses — 26 times!

“mercy + truth” — OT — Psa 85:10
“grace + truth” — NT — Jn 1:17

 Greetings of the Apostles in their letters —
Beginning & End — Rom 1:7/16:24

1 Cor 1:3/16:23
Gal 1:3/6:18
Rev 22:21

 Grace for two great needs —

a) Spiritual needs
Eph 2:4-8 (“grace” — 3 times)
Rejoice in God’s gift of Salvation.
No more guilt the joy-killer!

b) Physical needs
2 Cor 12:7-9 ... thorn in flesh ...
“Sufficient grace ... therefore most gladly”
 Some weakness or the other.

“new” = fresh supply every morning
The Lord of our “soul” & “body” (1 Cor 6:20)

2. The Lord’s Righteousness/Justice
Zeph 3:5 ... every morning .... justice to light

The Lord vindicates us in this world of injustice (vv3,4)
& corruption

eg) Lot’s daily experience of torture in Sodom & Gomorrah
(2 Pet 2:7-9)

David’s daily experience (Psa 13:1,2/5,6)

God has His own way of dealing with injustice
meted out to us —

eg)  Jesus (1 Pet 2:23)
 Context: Working under bosses (vv18-22)

How did God vindicate the unjust suffering of Jesus?
By making Him a blessing to others —
v24 ... By His stripes, “we” are healed!

  Bore “our” sins!

eg) Joseph
How did God vindicate him?
By making him a blessing to the whole nation ...
“You meant evil, but God ...” (Gen 45:4,5,7,8)

However, we will be totally satisfied only when
New Heaven & New Earth comes —

2 Pet 3:13 ... where righteousness dwells

3. The Lord’s Visitation
The Lord “visits” us daily —
This truth occurs in 3 books —

Job 7:17,18/Psa 8:4; 144:3/Heb 2:6

Hebrews is a quote from Psalms;
Job is of an earlier date than Psalms.

Therefore, let’s look at Job to understand
the primary purpose of the Lord’s daily visitation —

(Law of First Mention)

Job 7:17 ... set Your heart on him ...
:18 ... test Him every moment ...
:20 ... watcher of men ...
:20 ... sinned
:21 ... transgression & iniquity
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God has been doing this even from the first man —
Gen 3:8 ... “cool of the day” = morning hours!
You are trying to simply “cover” you up;
but God would “clothe” you!

What a blessed thought that God’s concern everyday
for us is that we walk in holiness!

That’s why “daily” sacrifice in the OT.
Today “daily” cleansing by the Blood —

Heb 7:26,27

We’ll be hardened if there’s no daily cleansing — Heb 3:13

Keep short accounts with God.
Beware of the accumulation of sin-dust!

Have a brief self-examination before sleeping off at night—
Psa 4:4,5 ... meditate on bed ...

Similar to washing of feet before stretching on bed!
“footwashing” — How feet get dirty though unintentionally

4. The Lord’s Strength
Isa 33:2 ... “Be our Arm every morning!”

No one is without troubles & problems.
No day is without troubles & problems, either!

Mt 6:34 ... the day ... its own trouble

Amidst demands and challenges of each day,
confess each morning —

“There will be no problem today
that God and I cannot handle together!”

A testimony by Paul (2 Cor 11:24-28)
— but he did not turn bitter towards God (v31);

rather, he called Him, “BLESSED forever!”

“We do not lose heart ... outer man perishing ...
 but inner man renewed day by day”

2 Cor 4:16-18
In spite of groanings (5:2,4)

“Strength to strength” in spite of “Baca” (Psa 84:5-7)
“As your days, so shall your strength be” (Dt 33:25)

— Today more difficult than yesterday;
tomorrow will be more difficult than today!
Similar to the waves of the sea!

You think nothing worse can happen?

eg)What’s worse than finding a worm in the apple
you bite? A half worm!

 A feeling of exhaustion —
“I can’t take any more!”

The solution lies in waiting for a while on the Lord —
See vv2,4 of Psa 84
vv5,7 ... Baca  Beracah (See Outline 80.)
Similarly, Isa 40:28-31

eg) Jesus — When work increased, He increased prayer.
Mk 1:32-35

5. The Lord’s Gifts
Psa 68:18,19 ... ascended ... daily benefits ...
Apostle Paul quotes this in Eph 4:8

— These gifts are to equip & empower us for the ministries
God has committed to us (vv7-12)

We are all servants of God —
According to our assignments,

God gives us gifts and talents ...
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(Talent = Enablement, Endowment, Enduing)
eg) 5 ... 2 ... 1 ... Beware of neglecting the work of God

by various excuses (Mt 25:24,25)

Say: “Where God sends, I’ll go; what He bids, I’ll do!”

 These gifts bless us with the manifest presence of God —
“That the Lord might dwell there” (Psa 68:18c)

eg) The disciples who went everywhere —
Mk 16:20 ... Lord working WITH them ... signs
Similarly Mt 28:18-20 ... I’m WITH you always ...

 Oppositions & hurdles must not surprise or stop us
or slow us down —

See the context of Psa 68:19 ...

“chariots of God” (v17)
“ascended on High” (v18)
“captivated captives” (v18)
Therefore, fear not!
Keep on proclaiming the Word (v11)
“Kings of armies” will flee (v12)
New wings & new feathers (v13)

The apostles prayed with this understanding —
Acts 4:29-31

6. The Lord’s Wisdom
Guidance/Counsel

Isa 50:4,5 “He awakens me morning by morning”
Be an early riser —

He awakens;
but you must arise!
(Eph 5:14)

Everyday, especially in the mornings,
we are tormented with questions like —

What should I do?
Can I reply this letter or not?
Which of these options is the best?

Isa 50:4,5 actually refers to Jesus (v6).

Just like Jesus received instructions from His Father,
we can be guided by Him when we wait on Him —

Wait perfectly relaxed and be at ease (vv6,7).

We must acknowledge each day —

Jer 10:23 ... “It’s not in man to direct his own steps”
Prov 3:5,6 ... “Trust in the Lord ... Lean not ...”

— Intelligent & smart people to be cautious (Jer 9:23,24)

— Train up your mind thro’ the Scriptures
to think God’s way ...

Acts 17:11 ... “noble-minded”
— Read & meditate the Bible regularly.

Take note of the line/text that impresses you most.
That will be the right word for the situation

you might face that day.

“Word of Wisdom/Word of Knowledge” (1 Cor 12:8)
Otherwise “diplomatic” x Wisdom from above (Js 3:13-17)

7. The Lord’s Provisions/Supply
God is the Lord of our bodies also —

1 Cor 6:20 / Eph 5:23b

Jesus has taught us to pray for our “daily” bread —
Mt 6:11
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In the Lord’s Prayer,
the first 3 requests relate to God’s things —

“Your Name ... Your Kingdom ... Your Will”

The next 4 relate to our needs —
“our bread... our sins... our temptation... our deliverance”

The first of these 4 is “bread!”

That shows how much God is concerned about
our physical needs —

eg) God gave Adam “food” before “work” —
Gen 1:29; 2:8/2:15

 God gave Manna “every morning” —
Ex 16:21 ... more ... less ... need

The most important lesson is that we must be satisfied
with what is just enough —

Ex 16:17-21 ... more ... less ... need ...
Quoted in the NT also (2 Cor 8:15)

“Godliness with contentment” ... (1 Tim 6:6-8)
“Daily” bread: The emphasis is on “daily.”

 Do not be overanxious about your children —
Ex 16:32,33

The God of Abraham is the God of Isaac;
the God of Isaac is the God of Jacob!

The “generation” of righteous begs not for food —
(Psa 37:25)  David’s observation

(May not be huge wealth ... v16)
Transmit to your Children the precious “faith,”
not the perishing “wealth” —

Lois  Eunice  Timothy
(2 Tim 1:5)

— Children of God’s servants usually neglected.
But Prophet Samuel: 1 Sam 7:15-17
But they did not walk in God’s ways (8:1,3).
God did not hold him accountable for it;
he fulfilled his responsibility — Enough.

 Conclusion
Mercies ... Justice ... Visitation ... Strength ...
Gifts ... Wisdom ... Provisions

All these are promised to us as daily blessings —
We can appropriate them by waiting on the Lord
quietly and daily —

Here lies the importance of daily Quiet Time!

(Study the Outline 65 also.)
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67

Lessons on Prayer from three Trios
Introduction

There are 3 significant trios we meet in the Bible —
a) Abraham, Isaac & Jacob
b) Noah, Daniel & Job
c) Peter, James & John

These were men who were close to God through Covenants,
Revelations and Responsibilities.

Interestingly,
we can learn so many practical lessons from them on Prayer.

1. Abraham, Isaac & Jacob
Ex 3:6,15,16; 4:5 ... Words of Moses
Mt 22:32; Mk 12:26; Lk 20:37 ... Words of Jesus
Acts 3:13 ... Words of Peter

   7:32 ... Words of Stephen

 Abraham — BURDEN
Gen 18:20-33 ... Interceding for Sodom
Lk 19:41-44 ... Jesus wept over Jerusalem.
Rom 9:1-3; 10:1 ... Paul’s continuous sorrow for Israel

 Isaac — CONFIDENCE, FAITH
Gen 25:21 ... Pleaded for his wife.
Isaac = Laughter

   i.e. relaxation, no anxiety

 eg) Gen 24:61-65 ... Meditation in the fields
when the search for bride was on

  26:12-25 ... Gave up wells to the Philistines.
Phil 4:4-7 ... Be not anxious ... prayer ... peace ...

 Jacob — SURRENDERING HUMAN STRENGTH
Gen 32:24-30 ... No more manipulation

An important truth:

God’s work —
 Building — Zech 4:6,7 ... Not strength but Spirit
 Race — Rom 9:16 ... Not skill but mercy
 Agriculture — 1 Cor 3:6,7... Not labour but blessing

2. Noah, Daniel & Job
Ezek 14:14,20 ... God mentions these three men

together relating to righteous living.

 Noah — WORSHIP
Noah = Rest (Gen 5:29)
This rest is associated with worship —
eg) Ex 20:8-11 ... Sabbath ... the Lord God ...

Isa 58:13 ... Sabbath ... honour the Lord

Noah was a worshipper —

Gen 8:20,21 ... Altar ... offerings ... a soothing aroma

(Leviticus & Numbers are full of this expression:
“a sweet-smelling aroma”)

Noah’s prophecy concerning Messiah was given in the
worshipful Spirit —

Gen 9:26 ... The Lord ... God of Shem

 Daniel — PROPHETIC OUTLOOK

Dan 9:1-3 ... Daniel’s understanding from the
words of Jeremiah the Prophet ...
prayers ... supplications ... fasting

Similarly, the early Church prayed according to the
prophetic understanding of Psa 2:1,2 (Acts 4:24-26)
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God’s Word of prophecy gives us light in gloomy and
dark situations —

2 Pet 1:19-21

 Job — SELFLESSNESS, CONCERN FOR OTHERS
Job     42:10 ... when he prayed for his friends ...

 31:9,10 ... Respect for others
:13-15 ... Justice even for servants
:16-20 ... Food & clothing for the poor
:21,22 ... Attitude towards the fatherless
:24,25 ... No Covetousness
:29,30 ... Attitude towards enemies
:32 ... Hospitality to strangers

Selfish prayers will not be answered (Js 4:3).

3. Peter, James & John
Lk 9:28 ... Prayer & glory
Mk 14:32-35 ... Prayer & agony
Mk 5:36,37,40 ... Raising of Jairus’ daughter
Gal 2:9 ... Pillars of the early Church

 Peter — WATCHFULNESS
To begin with, Peter was a sleeper —

Lk 9:32 ... On the mountain
Mt 26:40,41 ... In the garden
Acts 10:9-11 ... On the housetop

   12:6-11 ... In the prison

But his Epistles are full of lessons on watchfulness —
1 Pet 4:7 ... Be serious ... watchful in prayers

5:8 ... Be sober, be vigilant ...
2 Pet 3:10,14 ... Looking forward ... diligent ...

(watchfulness = alertness, sensitiveness, sharpness)

 James — ENTHUSIASM
This James is the brother of John;
one of the first 12 apostles;
not the author of the Epistle of James
who held a leadership position
in Jerusalem council.

Examples of James’ enthusiastic attitude —
Lk 9:51-56 ... fire from heaven ...
Mk 3:17 ... Sons of Thunder ..

10:35-41 ... right & left seats near Jesus
13:3,4 ... Sign from Heaven about Christ’s coming

and the end of the age (Mt 24:3)
He was an aggressive type.
No wonder he was the first martyr

among the apostles! (Acts 12:1-3)

We must be known for our zeal, enthusiasm, etc, in prayer —
Rom 12:11,12 ... fervent in spirit ...

steadfast in prayer
 John — SCRIPTURALNESS

He used to lean on the bosom of Jesus —
heartbeat of God!

God’s will revealed in God’s Word!
 eg) 1 Jn 5:14-17... An example of what we cannot

pray for
John’s writings greatly emphasize God’s Word or
God’s commandments —

Jn 1:1; 4:34; 5:39; 6:63,67,68; 7:16,17; 10:35;
 14:21,23; 15:3,7; 17:17

1 Jn 1:1; 2:5,14;  3:22; 5:3
2 Jn 4,10
3 Jn 4

Growing in the will of God thro’ the knowledge of the
Word of God is maturing in prayer life (Rom 8:26,27)
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Summary
 Pray with a BURDEN — Abraham
 Pray with FAITH & CONFIDENCE — Isaac
 Pray SURRENDERING HUMAN STRENGTH — Jacob

 Pray in the spirit of WORSHIP — Noah
 Pray with a PROPHETIC OUTLOOK — Daniel
 Pray with SELFLESSNESS — Job

 Pray with WATCHFULNESS — Peter
 Pray with ENTHUSIASM — James
 Pray according to the SCRIPTURES — John

68

Lessons on Prayer from the Holy Week
Introduction

The Crucifixion and Death of Christ was nothing
but a WARFARE —

Eph 2:14-16 ... To demolish the partition wall
Col 2:14-15 ... To disarm the powers
Tit 2:14-15 ... To deliver us from iniquity
Heb 2:14-15 ... To destroy the devil

It was a battle between —
 God and Satan
 Good and Evil
 Seed of the Woman and Seed of the Serpent
 Heaven and Hell
 Spirit and Flesh
 Truth and Tradition
 God’s Kingdom and the World

The battleground was the Body of Jesus —

Psa 129:3 ... ploughing on My back!

That’s what Simeon told Mary
with Baby Jesus in his arms —

“A sword will pierce thro’ your soul”
(Lk 2:35)

The Primary weapon Jesus used in the battle was PRAYER

 He prayed a long prayer
before entering Gethsemane (Jn 17 & 18:1)

 He prayed a loud prayer
in Gethsamane (Mt 26:36)Daniel 6:10
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How about us?
Do we have this warfare today?

Yes! — Green Tree  vs. Dry Wood (Lk 23:31)
— Heavenlies (Eph 6:12)

The underlying power to wield the weapons of
Eph 6:13-17 is PRAYER (v18).

Prayer should become a way of life with us —
not just an emergency call!

Illustrate: A little boy was sliding on a roof.
He cried, “God, save me” ...

After a few minutes he said, “Never mind,
I’m caught on a nail!”

Step-knee treatment to God.

Seven Ingredients of Successful Praying:
Lessons from the Holy Week —
1. Faith

Mk 11:20-24 ... Cursing the fig tree
What Jesus did to the tree,
we can do to a mountain!
“He who believes ... do greater things ...” (Jn 14:12)

Mountain = Problems/Obstacles

God is bigger than our biggest problems!

Spies to Canaan —
Giants ... Grasshoppers ... God (Num 13:28-33)

Read the Bible again and again to know
the God of the Bible.

We need “faith for prayer”
and “prayer for faith”

eg) Jesus prayed for Peter’s faith (Lk 22:32).

2. Forgiveness
Mk 11:25,26 (Immediately after teaching on Faith)

 The only conditional request in the Lord’s Prayer is
regarding “forgiveness” (Mt 6:12)

 “Confess your faults one to another and pray” (Js 5:16)

 The first of the two prayers of Jesus on the Cross —
“Father, forgive them ...”

Make a list of reconciliations to be made with people.
If we retain others’ sins, God will not remit our sins!

If we hold grudge or harbour bitterness against anyone,
we are only hurting ourselves.

3. Watchfulness
= Alertness, Seriousness
x Casualness, Carelessness

Mt 26:41 ... watch ... pray ...
... Which means atleast

“One unhurried hour” (v40)
 This comes by training (Jn 18:2)

It is not easy (Mt 26:41 ... willing spirit x weak flesh)

Is there an Hour of Prayer in your life?
Acts 3:1 (9th hour = 3 pm) ... Peter and John
Even when they were so busy with the addition of

3000 souls in a single day!
a) Posture in prayer —

This also speaks of seriousness.
Lying down 
Cross-legged 

Kneel! Jesus “fell on His face” and prayed (Mt 26:39).
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b) Place of prayer —
Prayer means business with God.
Why be watchful? — God will speak to you.
Jesus said: Lock up your room! (Mt 6:6)

Switch off your mobilephone.

4. Yieldedness/Surrender
Mt 26:39,42,44 ... Let Your will be done ...
Strength comes after surrender (Lk 22:42,43)

 The First Adam failed in the Garden.
The Second Adam triumphed in the Garden.

There it was a temptation to eat;
Here it is a temptation not to drink.

 The last words of Christ were of surrender —
“Father, into Your hands ...”

It’s always safer/better to fall into God’s hands.
Choose God’s way/God’s will, though difficult —

1 Jn 5:14 ... confidence ... His will ...

The Word of God is the Will of God.
Saturate yourself with the Word of God.

Ezra — Nehemiah — Neh 9:3
6 hours + 6 hours

 Do not pray to satisfy your whims and fancies (Js 4:3,4)

Illustrate: A little boy prayed,
“Lord, make Kolkata the capital of Maharashtra
 because that’s what I wrote in the Geography exam!”

Prayer is not a magic to change God’s will according to our
desire but a means to change our desires according to

God’s will!

5. Tears (Brokenness/Contriteness)
Lk 23:26-28 ... Weep for you and your children

Jesus in tears ... Heb 5:7
Paul in tears ... Acts 20:19,31
Timothy in tears ... 2 Tim 1:4

Paul learnt this from Jesus, and Timothy from Paul.
Have you learnt “tears?”

We have no tears, so we have many fears!
Weepers are Winners!
(Nehemiah wept ... Ezra wept .. Esther fasted)

A man who kneels before God will stand before men!

Tears are precious to God (Psa 56:8)
Prayers in Book
Tears in Bottle

William Booth telegraphed to his associate workers
who were frustrated over fruitlessness: “Try Tears!”

Pray with tears for your children —
“Weep for your children” (Lam 2:18,19)

Their days are more difficult than ours.

(See Outline 87)

6. Loneliness/Darkness
Prayer demands aloneness —

70 ... 12 ... 3 ... Alone! (Mt 26:36-39)
Mk 15:33,34 ... Darkness ... My God, My God ...
The central Cry of the Cross.

The secret of praying is praying in secret.

There will be times of darkness (Isa 50:10)
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7. Boldness
Mk 15:37,38 ... Veil in the Temple torn from top to bottom

Heb 4:14-16
   6:19,20   Way into the Holiest now open

No mediation of Mary or any priest or preacher!
Ask as a “son” would ask the father — (Mt 7:7-11)

“Abba, Father” (Rom 8:15)
 To the Father thro’ Jesus!

Let’s stay at the Throne of Grace today;
we will share the Throne of Glory tomorrow.

Then we’ll understand the old walltext —
“PRAYER BRINGS VICTORY!”
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Ingredients of Intercession
Introduction

 Intercession is more than Prayer —
It’s pleading intensely on behalf of someone.
1 Tim 2:1 ...

4. Thanksgiving — Praise by faith
3. Intercessions — Pleading as an Advocate

2. Prayers — Asking for help/favour
1. Supplications — Presenting the needs

Intercession therefore is the last stage in the prayer
exercise just before taking or appropriating the answer
with faith and praise.

The Ingredients —
1. Information (Inquisition)

News (Neh 1:2-4)
Missionary Bulletins
Newspapers (What’s happening in God’s world)
Visits (Neh 2:13-18)

“Viewed” (v13) ... “Viewed” (v15)
(Mt 9:36-38) — Nothing like seeing.

Missionary Conventions/Conferences
Maps (William Carey had a world map in his shoeshop)

Statistics (Keep notebooks for such data.)
Information is fuel to Intercession.

Prayer life starves when you don’t know what to pray for!
Pray for “all men.”
Use “Operation World” by Patrick Johnstone.
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2. Illumination (from the Word of God)

Understanding the mind and plan of God from the
Scriptures —

Dan 9:2,3 ... Restoration from Captivity
      (from the Book of Jeremiah)

Acts 2:16,17 ... Outpouring in the last days
(So many Churches which have
not experienced this Outpouring)

15:13-19 ... Salvation of Gentiles
(Rev 7:9,10) ... “all” the Gentiles: People groups

1 Tim 4:1-3
2 Tim 4:3,4 ... Endtime apostasy

Mt 24 ... Predictions about endtime

Intercessors will be misled if they don’t spend
sufficient time in Bible meditation.

— Reading the Bible on knees leads to Intercession.

3. Inspiration (thro’ the Spirit of God)
(Inflammation/Infusion/Impartation/Ignition)

 The Burden of the Lord —
Implanted by the Spirit

Who is a Spirit of Intercession.
(Zech 12:10,11/Result: 13:1,2)
eg) Jeremiah (Jer 23:9,10); Ezekiel (Ezek 37:1,2)

 Revelation to David led to prayer —
2 Sam 7:17,18,27 ... (Revelation thro’ Prophet

Nathan that Solomon would build the Temple)

 The Spirit makes intercession —
Rom 8:26 ... weakness ... intercession ... groanings
eg) Simeon (Lk 2:25-32)

The Holy Spirit is the Chief Executive of Missions.
Therefore He burdens the Church accordingly.

eg) Antioch Church (Acts 13:1-4)

— Surges of intercession pour forth while on knees.
— If the Holy Spirit burdens you about

someone or some situation, do not ignore it.

4. Imagination (Incubation)

Widening the vision by imagining great and glorious
things ...

 Paul about Rome the Political Capital
(Rom 1:15,9-12; 15:23,24,30,32)
(Acts 23:11)

 “Expect great things; Attempt great things!”
William Carey (1761-1834)

 Draw mental pictures for the Kingdom of God —

eg) “Every knee shall bow ...” (Phil 2:10)
“When I am lifted up ...” (Jn 12:32)
“The earth filled ... waters ...” (Hab 2:14)
“I will build My Church ...” (Mt 16:18)
A Church for every people group!

“This Gospel of the Kingdom shall be
 preached to all nations ...” (Mt 24:14)

 Reading of Revival histories help this exercise —

Charles Finney ... Factories closed.
John Wesley... Liquor shops & Cine halls: poor business
Evan Roberts ... Everywhere ... “Here’s revival!”
Rees Howells ... A mighty Intercessor
Youth Revival Letters (Blessing Youth Mission)
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This step greatly builds up our faith.
“We do not have revival

because we have learnt to live without it!”
Pray for Revival
Preach about Revival
Write about Revival
Dream about Revival

5. Incarnation
(Identification/Incorporation/Infiltration into our being)

Letting one’s very personality affected by the subject —
(Personification/Embodiment)

eg) Moses (Ex 32:32) ... Delete my name
Ezra (9:2-5) ... Plucking beard ... tearing clothes
Nehemiah (1:4/2:1-3)... wept... mourned... sad face ...
David (Psa 35:13,14) ... friend ... brother ... mother
Jeremiah (9:1) ... head were waters ... eyes ... fountain!
Daniel (9:3,19,20) ... sackcloth ... mourning
Paul (Rom 9:3/10:1) ... Ready to be cursed ...
God (Hos 11:8,9) ... My heart churns

6. Initiation
(Invocation/Imploration)

We usually find time for everything but prayer.
Efforts to give top priority to prayer —

to sustain in it (It does not come naturally)

Setting aside other things —
“First of all ...” (1 Tim 2:1a)

Giving oneself to prayer — (Acts 6:4)

The underlying activity of all spiritual disciplines —
Eph 6:18 ... prayer ... supplication ...

There will be many disturbances & distractions ...
Some of them may be quite legitimate ...
It’s our responsibility to overcome them.

eg)Legitimate pleasures like eating & sex (Fasting)
eg) When a woman is pregnant & approaching her delivery,

everything else is set aside.
7. Implementation

Intercession is not just prayer,
but becoming an answer to that prayer —
Jesus:

Lk 6:12,13 ... choosing the twelve
(after a night of prayer)

Mt 9:36-10:1,5a ... Sending forth the twelve
Mt 26:39/Jn 18:11 ... To Peter: “Shall I not drink?”

“If possible” ... Drinking the cup

eg) George Muller: “I have no right to pray for a need
until I have done whatever I can ...”

Prayer is no substitute for action.

Expect! i.e. “Pray as if everything depends on GOD.
Attempt! i.e. Work as if everything depends on YOU.

 Conclusion
The art of Intercession is both taught as well as caught.

It’s of course a “gift” to a few;
but all must be involved in it to some degree.

Read: E.M. Bounds on Prayer
Life of David Brainerd

Intercession: A field of no competition; because,
it’s not a display of self but a death to it.



Scarcity of Intercessors —
(Isa 59:16)

He “wondered that there was no intercessor!”
Wonder = Worry

That’s still God’s worry today —
His worry is not Communism or Romanism or

Secularism or Pluralism,
but dead “formalism” in the Church!

We should not only intercede ourselves,
but also raise intercessors —

“Fire begets fire!”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

402401

70

Prayers Answered Differently

Introduction
 One of the greatest privileges we have as God’s children

is that we have a prayer-answering God —
Dt 4:7 ... What great nation ...?

One of His very names is —
“God who answers prayer!” (Psa 65:2)

We can go to Him “boldly” anytime —
Heb 4:16 ... Throne of Grace ...

But there remains a question —
“Does God answer all our prayers?”

Yes, according to the Bible —
Mt 7:7,8/Jn 14:13,14

But, is this our experience?

Honestly, the answer is NO!
How do we explain this?

 God’s answer to our prayers is ...

— sometimes, “yes”
— many times, “no”
— oftentimes, “wait”
— Most often, silence!

In other words,
God does always answer our prayers,
but not always as we expect!

Unless we understand this important truth,
we will be frustrated and disillusioned in our prayer life.
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 When God answers our prayers,
He meets just our needs.
But when He answers our prayers differently,
He teaches us several lessons.

This He does for our growth.

Examples of Prayers answered differently —
1. “Sir, Give me this water.”

Jn 4:10,15,16
“Bring your husband”

God is interested in changing our lives
rather than instantly blessing us —

eg) Jacob ... “Bless me ... What’s your name?”
 (Gen 32:26,27)

Earthly vs. Eternal
“this water” (Jn 4:15) “fountain of everlasting life”
“Sir” (v15) “Saviour” (v25)

Bodily exercise profits little; but godly disciplines ...
(1 Tim 4:8,9)

“If in this life only ...” (1 Cor 15:19)
eg) Spiritual vs. material needs in the Lord’s Prayer

“Do not worry what ... eat ... drink ...
but seek first ... righteousness” (Mt 6:31-33)

“Even if our outer man perishes,
God desires our inner man to be renewed day by day”

(2 Cor 4:16)

2. “Let us make three Tabernacles.”
Mk 9:1-8 (Also in Lk 9)
Religious excitement! (v6)

Two mistakes corrected/lessons taught —
a) Do not compare Jesus with anyone!

(vv7,8)
Visions, Voices, Visitors, ... etc
These should not distract us from the pre-eminence

of Christ.
When you forget the pre-eminence of Christ,

— Worshipping someone (Rev 19:10; 22:8,9; Lk 9:33)
— Fighting about who is the greatest? (Lk 9:46)

b) Go where people are in need!
(vv14,15,17,18)

Do not get lost in spiritual excitements;
help the needy (Heb 13:15,16) ... Forget not ...

3. “Tell Mary to help me.”
Lk 10:38-42
This was a legitimate request!
But Jesus wanted Martha to reprioritize her life —

(vv41,42)

When some of our prayers regarding domestic needs
are not answered, we must sit down to rearrange our lives.
We may have to cut off a few things from our schedule.

“many” things — important (v41)
“one” thing — necessary (v42)
(More than my necessary food — Job 23:12)

The choice is not between “good and bad”
but “good and better.”

Do not give place to irritation
between siblings or between spouses.
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4. “Tell my brother to divide the property with me!”
Lk 12:13,14

Obviously some injustice had been done to him
in partitioning the property.

But, Jesus pointed out a form of “covetousness”
found in him — (v15)
Another translation: “all” covetousness

He already had “abundance” (v15)
eg) Suppose a prayer for Overseas Visa not answered

when you already have enough in India!

 There are times when God wants us to let go our due
or legitimate share —

“The Lord is my portion!”
Psa 16:5,6; 73:25,26

 Abraham’s attitude towards Lot —
Gen 13:7-9

   “We are brothers ... no strife ... left ... right!”

 Another  lesson in this incident —
We don’t become rich by getting more,
but by giving away more —

(vv21,33,34)
Be rich in “giving” (1 Tim 6:17-19)

5. “Lazarus is sick.”
Jn 11:3 ... Lazarus whom You love is sick ...

:21,32 ... If You had been here ...
Jesus purposely delayed (v6)

Delays are not denials but are meant to develop our faith.

 They wanted healing,
but He granted them resurrection!

Throw away your small ambitions —
“God is able to do above... ask or think” (Eph 3:20,21)
To Him be “glory” (v21)

The sickness of Lazarus was for “God’s glory” (v4)

Similarly Jesus — Was He saved from death?
Yes — (Heb 5:7-9) ... “perfected”

 How God deals with us in our trials and crises will become
lessons for others — (v15) ... “... for your sakes ...”

(vv41,42) ... “...because of the people ...”

Therefore do not waste your sorrows!
Wanted wounded healers! (2 Cor 1:3-6)

6. “We want to see a sign from You.”
Mt 12:38-41 ... No sign will be given ...

 What God has already done in the past is more than enough!
Psa 19:1 ... The heavens declare the glory of God ...

Jesus wants us to look at the “birds” & “flowers!” —
If this does not increase our faith, what else will?
Mt 6:26-30 ... “little faith”

 God’s works of old written in the Bible are good enough!
eg) Jonah (Mt 12:39,40)

 1 Cor 10:11 ... examples ...

We must learn to walk by faith —
2 Cor 5:7 ... not by sight ...

Not what’s seen but unseen —
2 Cor 4:18 ... temporary vs. eternal

Not, see here ... see there ...
Kingdom within you! (Lk 17:20,21)
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God’s footsteps in waters (Psa 77:19)

“Send Lazarus! ... No ... Moses & Prophets enough”
(Lk 16:27-29)

 The written Word (Jn 5:46,47) ... Moses’ writings

7. “Remove this thorn from me.”
2 Cor 12:7-10
Paul “pleaded with the Lord” — not just prayed!

God did answer this prayer, but in a different way!
Why?

 To keep him humble (v7)
This is a lesson we need to be learning all thro’
our lives —

“Learn of Me ... meek ... lowly ...” (Mt 11:29)

 To show His strength
“My grace ... My strength” (vv9,10)

God crippled Jacob before He crowned him (Gen 32:25-28)

Do not keep on mourning over your thorn ...
Rejoice in it —

“most gladly boast” (not grudgingly) ... 2 Cor 12:9

Your “thorn” will then become your “Throne.”
Your “cup” will become your “crown.”

 Your thorn may be the reproach of childlessness —
God may answer your prayer by giving you
a child by adoption!

Why not?
Is He not the God of the fatherless
and the motherless? (Psa 10:14; 68:5)
eg) Esther (Esth 2:7) ... Mordecai ...

 There are so many such examples of prayers
answered differently.
Study these passages carefully to learn practical
lessons —

 “Permit us to bring down fire as Elijah did” (Lk 9:51-56)

— Not success in ministry, but salvation of souls (v56)

— Right quotation but wrong application (v54) —

Elijah: God vs. Baal
Here, Jesus vs. Samaritans

— God desires to change our nature ...
“Sons of Thunder” (Mk 3:17)

 “Grant the right and left seats to my sons”
— Mrs. Zebedee (Mt 20:20-23)

— Accept the Sovereignty of God (Rom 9:13-16)

— Surrender your ambitions to the overall plan of God
(Lk 22:28-30) — All the 12 to be judges

— No shortcuts to greatness (Mk 10:42-44)
... slave ... servant ...

 “Increase our faith!” (Lk 17:3-6)
Forgive smaller offences ... mustard seed
Faith grows by exercise.

 Conclusion

When we learn these lessons,
“My words abide in you, ... you will ask what you will ...”

(Jn 15:7)

An excellent poem: (next page)
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I asked for strength ...
God gave me difficulties to make me strong!

I asked for wisdom ...
God gave me problems to solve!

I asked for prosperity ...
God gave me brawn and brain to work!

I asked for courage ...
God gave me dangers to overcome!

I asked for patience ...
God placed me in situations

where I was forced to wait!
I asked for love ...

God gave me troubled people to help!

I asked for favours ...
God gave me opportunities!

I received nothing I wanted; but
I received everything I needed!

My prayer has been answered!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Difficulties in Worship

Introduction
The Christmas story presents several worshippers
who overcame difficulties for this holy exercise —

 Wise men from the East (Mt 2:1-12)
Distance & Hurdles

 Zacharias & Elizabeth (Lk 1:5-10,64,67-79)
Childlessness/Inordinate delay in prayers

getting answered
 Mary & Joseph (Lk 1:46-55; 2:22-24)

Unbelievable/Poor

 Angels (Lk 2:13,14)
They never lose excitement!

 Shepherds (Lk 2:9-20)
Commoners

 Simeon (Lk 2:25-32)
Delay in fulfilment of God’s promise

 Anna (Lk 2:36-38)
No temporal pleasures/Loneliness

Numerous lessons can be learnt from these Characters
in the context of worship —

1. Wise men (Mt 2)

 Not Jerusalem but Bethlehem (Mic 5:2)
Do not look for bigness/impressiveness/etc ...

The traditional religion (= Jerusalem) usually is a
 hindrance to pure worship.

Jesus was neither born in Jerusalem nor crucified there!
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 The call to worship was through a “star.”

We rarely respond to the call from the creation
to worship the Creator.

That’s why our worship tends to be synthetic
rather than supernatural (Psa 19:1-4)

David’s response to the call of the creation
was worship (Psa 19:14b)

 A search for nearly 2 years
“young child” (Mt 2:9 & 16)

 “Treasures” — Expensive things (Mt 2:11)
 Isa 60:6b ... “praises of the Lord”

We are lavish with words but stingy with wealth.

2. Zacharias & Elizabeth (Lk 1)

“serving as a priest” (v8)
“burning incense before the altar” (vv8-10)

 A walk that was consistent to the worship (v6)
Lips vs. Heart (Mk 7:6,7)
“When incense is an abomination” (Isa 1:13)

 Elizabeth “filled with the Spirit” (1:41)
Zacharias “filled with the Spirit” (1:67)

So many substitutes are tried these days
for the power of the Holy Spirit.
They do not work.
The spontaneity will not be there.

 Zacharias’ “Benedictus” —
(Lk 1:67-79)
vv68-75 ... Praise
vv76-79 ... Prediction

Subject: a) Corporate blessing for the people of God
b) Missionary blessings to the outsiders (v79)

But we see too much of interest in “individual & personal”
blessings in Worship Services.

3. Mary & Joseph (Lk 1 & 2)

 Quality worship is born out of deep meditation —
Magnificat ... Lk 1:46-55
Meditation of Mary ... 2:19/51b

 Unbelievable things
Lk 1:26-38 ... Nothing impossible with God

But submission to the
a) Lordship of  Christ (Lk 1:38,45)
b) Authority of the Word (vv38,45,55)
c) Power of the Holy Spirit (v35)

 Poor ... 2:23,24/Lev 12:2,8

4. Angels (Lk 2:12-15)

 An angel was announcing the Birth of Jesus
to the Shepherds ...
“suddenly” — A host of angels in Heaven
got so excited that they flew from Heaven
to Earth to shout praises to God from Earth!
Then they went back “to Heaven.”
They came just to worship! (Lk 2:13-15)

 Angels never lose excitement in worship —

Secret? Their subject is the “glory of God” (Lk 2:14)
Compare — Isa 6:3 ... seraphim

    Rev 4:9 ... living creatures
                  19:1 ... multitude in Heaven
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When the “Glory of God” is not our primary subject

in worship, we begin idolizing 101 things —
Rom 1:20-23 ... glory of God into an image ...

5. Shepherds (Lk 2:8-18)

Not of the religious world or the royal family
or the sophisticated society ...

Commoners —
For the wise men, only one star!
For Mary or Joseph, only single angels!
But, for the shepherds, “a multitude of

the heavenly host!” (Lk 2:13)

The splendour of this scene cannot be explained in words!
Lk 2:9,14 ... glory of the Lord shone ...

Oftentimes the loftiest of revelations come
to the lowliest among men (1 Cor 1:26-29)

God is known not by research but by revelation —
Mt 11:25-27 ... wise men ... babes ...

 For the shepherds, worship led to witness —
Evangelistic response (Lk 2:17,18)

Witnessing intensified their worship —
Lk 2:20

Soulwinners get maximum revelations about God —
“Give and it shall be given to you”

All the NT writers were missionaries/soulwinners.
Nothing boosts up the spirit of worship

like the joy of soulwinning.
6. Simeon (Lk 2:25-35)

 His life was dominated by the Holy Spirit —

a) The Holy Spirit was on him (Lk 2:25)
b) The Holy Spirit revealed to him (v26)
c) The Holy Spirit guided him (v27)

No one can say that Jesus is Lord but by the Holy Spirit
(1 Cor 12:3)

Walking in the Spirit is a prerequisite to worshipping
in the Spirit; otherwise it will be a mere soulish activity.

7. Anna (Lk 2:36-38)

Husband died after 7 years of marriage.
She was 84.
Loneliness

She was perhaps deprived of many temporal pleasures.

In all probability she had no children —
God was her Company.
Worship was her activity.

 Let not tragedies in life kill our spirit of worship.
God has promised “beauty for  ashes & garment of praise”

for a broken spirit (Isa 61:3)
Passing thro’ the valley of Baca & making it a spring —
Worship makes them go from “strength to strength”—

Psa 84:5-7 (See Outline 80)

Anna forgot her miseries & became a blessing to others.
The secret was worship.
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Hosanna to Hallelujah!
The events which took place from Palm Sunday to
Easter Sunday have lots to teach us on WORSHIP.

SUNDAY
1. “Hosanna in the Highest!” (Mt 21:9)

 Jesus Himself initiated the triumphal entry
into Jerusalem (Mt 21:1-3).

It’s always God who inspires us to worship Him —
Psa 51:15 ... Open my lips ... Your praise ...
1 Cor 12:3b ... Jesus is Lord ... (help of the) Holy Spirit

But we do not add anything to Him by worship (Acts 17:25)

Worship is an opportunity for us to fellowship with God.

Every revelation from God is a call to worship —
Zech 9:9 vs. Mt 21:5a
Psa 138:2 ... Worship ... because ... Word ...

 Children not to be despised in worshipping God
Mt 21:15,16; Psa 8:2 ... babes ... infants ... praise ...
Children to be encouraged to freely sing aloud.
This will make our worship more fragrant

and less formal.
 John alone mentions “palm branches” —

Jn 12:12,13

Compare with Rev 7:9,10

Worshipping God as a celebration gives us a foretaste of
Heaven on earth!

MONDAY

2. “Unless a  grain of wheat dies ...” (Jn 12:24)

 Greeks who had come to worship (Jn 12:20)

They came to “admire” Jesus;
but He wanted them to “adore” Him —

v23 ... Son of man to be glorified

Glorification through death only (v24)

That’s why Paul said (1 Cor 1:22,23),
“Greeks ... wisdom ... but we ... Christ crucified”

 Then Jesus goes on to teach “self-denial” (Jn 12:25)

True worship is realizing our unworthiness
and God’s supreme worth.

Acceptable worship is following God whatever the cost.

For Abraham, “worship” meant readiness to offer his son
as a burnt offering (Gen 22:2,5)

 While speaking these words of self-denial and death,
Jesus confessed his soul agony —

Jn 12:27 ... “My soul is troubled”

Instead of giving place to worry,
He went on to worship —

“Father, glorify Your Name!” (v28)

Praise God even when you may not feel like praising Him
in agonizing moments.

The “Baca” (= weeping) will become “Berachah” (= blessing) —
 Psa 84:6; 2 Chr 20:26       (See Outline 80)
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TUESDAY
3. “She gave all she had!” (Mk 12:44)

 Giving our substance to God is a practical expression
of worship.

Jesus purposely sat near the treasury to watch
how people put money into it (v41).

Not how much we give, but how much we keep back,
is what God is concerned about.

 Macedonian Christians:
2 Cor 8:2 ... poverty ... liberality

“They gave themselves to the Lord” (v5)
— Pure  worship!

Such giving causes more and more “thanksgiving”
to God (2 Cor 9:11,12)

TUESDAY
4. “Why this waste?” (Mt 26:8)

 Mary’s costly oil poured on Jesus
(Mt 26:6-13; Mk 14:3-9; Jn 11:2)

What appeared as “waste” for the guests in Simon’s house
was applauded as “worship” by the Chief Guest!

 Never delay whatever you desire to do for God.
Mary came “beforehand” to anoint Jesus’ body —

Mk 14:8
Others were late (Lk 24:1-3)

Mary found a place in God’s Hall of Fame among worldwide
evangelists (Mt 26:13).

THURSDAY

5. “Do this in remembrance of Me!” (Lk 22:19)

See also Mt 26:26-29; Mk 14:22-25; 1 Cor 11:23-34

We celebrate the praises of God
atleast in 3 ways in the Holy Communion —

 We praise the Lord for His vicarious death
1 Cor 11:24-26

He bore our sins and sicknesses on His body
Isa 53:4,5; 1 Pet 2:24

He shed His blood to draw us near to God
Eph 2:13; Heb 10:19,20

He established a New Covenant with us
Heb 8:10-12 ... remember sins no more

 We thank the Lord for His Body the Church
1 Cor 11:29 ... discerning the Lord’s Body

We are to “consider” one another (vv33,34)

The Lord’s Supper is a foretaste of the marriage supper
of the Lamb of God

Rev 19:9; Mt 26:29

 We worship the Lord as the Soon-coming King
1 Cor 11:26b ... till He comes ...

The Lord’s Table ... Victory over enemies

Thus in the Lord’s Supper,
we worship Christ as —

the Lamb of God
the Lord of the Church
the Lord of the Nations
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FRIDAY
6. “Father, into Your hands ...” (Lk 23:46)

 The fulfilment of what Jesus said in His farewell address
when He left Heaven for earth —

Heb 10:5-7 ... Sacrifice ... a Body ...

 We are to offer our bodies —
Rom 12:1 ... a living sacrifice

The crowning lesson of Christ’s death (Eph 5:1,2)

We must constantly reckon ourselves dead to sin and alive
to God — Rom 6:11

Then every day will be good —
Good Sunday ... Good Monday ... Good Friday ...

SUNDAY
7. Hallelujah! “He is risen!” (Mt 28:6)

Thro’ Resurrection Jesus is made
“Lord” and “Christ” (Acts 2:36)

What a glorious theme for worship!

— Expressions of Adoration
Mt 28:9 ... held Him by feet ... worshipped Him

— Expressions of Affection
Jn 20:15-17 ... Rabboni ... cling to Him ...

— Expressions of Amazement
Jn 20:27,28 ... Thomas ... My Lord, My God!

Resurrection makes our heart rejoice and our tongues
glad (Acts 2:24-28)

He is Lord, He is Lord;
He is risen from the dead, and He is Lord;
Every knee shall bow, every tongue confess,
That Jesus Christ is Lord!

73
Sunday thru Saturday Worship

Introduction
To break the monotony in worship, and add variety
and beauty to it, here’s a worship plan —

Seven outstanding characteristics of God are listed here.
You can pick up one per day and worship Him
for that character.

1) Sunday — The Sanctity of God
Isa 6:3; Rev 4:8 ... Holy ... Holy ... Holy
2 Chr 20:21 ... beauty of holiness
Psa 30:4; 97:12 ... Remembrance of His holy Name

2) Monday — The Mercy of God

Psa 118:1 ... Give thanks ... His mercy endures forever
 89:1 ... I will sing of the Lord’s mercies ...

Lam 3:22,23 ... Lord’s mercies ... compassions ...
new every morning ...

Dan 9:9a ... To our God belong mercy ... forgiveness

3) Tuesday — The Truthfulness of God
Dt 32:4b ... God of truth ... righteous ... upright
Psa 146:6b ... God who keeps truth forever
Ex 34:6 ... Lord God ... abounding in truth

4) Wednesday — The Wonderfulness of God

Ex 15:11 ... Who like you ... doing wonders?
Psa 72:18 ... God ... who only does wondrous things

136:4 ... Thanks ... who alone does great wonders
Isa 9:6 ... His Name ... Wonderful
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5) Thursday — The Triumph of God
Ex 15:1,21 ... Sing ... He has triumphed gloriously
1 Chr 29:11 ... Yours ... victory ... Kingdom
1 Cor 15:24,25 ... Kingdom ... rule ... authority

6) Friday — The Friendliness of God
Js 2:23 ... Abraham ... friend of God
Ex 33:11 ... Lord to Moses ... as a friend ...
Lk 7:34 ... Son of Man ... Friend of Sinners ...
Jn 15:15 ... Not servants ... friends

7) Saturday — The Sovereignty of God

Dt 4:39 ...God in heaven...on earth...there’s no other
Psa 47:2 ... Lord Most High ... King ...
    135:6 ... The Lord does whatever He pleases ...
1 Tim 6:15 ... Only Potentate .... King of kings ...

Lord of lords ...
 Conclusion

There’s none like our God in Holiness.
There’s none like Him in Mercy.
There’s none like Him in Righteousness.
There’s none like Him in Wonderfulness.
There’s none like Him in Victory.
There’s none like Him in Closeness.
There’s none like Him in Sovereignty.

Go through the Bible to add additional references to
each of these 7 characteristics and enrich your worship.

(See a list of compound Names of Jehovah God on the next page.)

The compound Names of Jehovah
“Jehovah is His Name” (Ex 15:3)

1. Jehovah-Hoseenu
The Lord our Maker (Psa 95:6)

2. Jehovah-Jireh
The Lord our Provider (Gen 22:14)

3. Jehovah-Rapha (Ropheca)
The Lord our Healer (Ex 15:26)

4. Jehovah-Nissi
The Lord our Banner of Victory (Ex 17:15)

5. Jehovah-Mekkaddeshem
The Lord our Sanctifier (Lev 20:8)

6. Jehovah-Eloheenu
The Lord our God (Psa 99:5,8,9)

7. Jehovah-Eloheka
The Lord your God (Ex 20:2)

8. Jehovah-Elohay
The Lord my God (Zech 14:5)

9. Jehovah-Shalom
The Lord who gives peace (Judg 6:24)

10. Jehovah-Tsebahoth
The Lord of Hosts (Isa 47:4)

11. Jehovah-Rohi (Raah)
The Lord my Shepherd (Psa 23:1)

12. Jehovah-Heleyon
The Lord Most High (Psa 7:17)

13. Jehovah-Tsidkenu
The Lord our Righteousness (Jer 23:6)

14. Jehovah-Makkeh
The Lord who chastises (Ezek 7:9)

15. Jehovah-Shammah
The Lord who is present (Ezek 48:35)
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74

Lessons on Revival
Introduction

 Understanding of the word “REVIVAL”

Three stages —

a) Reformation
— Bringing back the pure doctrine & truth

b) Revival
— Bringing back the life and vigour

c) Restoration
— Bringing back the pattern and structure

to the former state
Each of these three complements the other,
but “Revival” is the core aspect that takes care of the rest —
because it is LIFE + POWER.

 The Bible is full of Revivals —
Revival under Kings (eg. King Hezekiah)
Revival under Reformers (eg. Ezra)
Revival following Pentecost

We must study them closely and also historical revivals
under —

John Wesley (England) (1703-1791)
Charles Finney (America) (1792-1875)
Jonathan Goforth (China) (1859-1936)
Evan Roberts (Wales) (1878-1951)

Lessons on Revival —
Text: Isaiah 64 compared with Acts of the Apostles

and Ezekiel 36-37

E
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1. Revival is God-sent or Heaven-sent.
Isa 64:1a ... “Oh, that You ... You ...”
Man cannot work out a revival.
You cannot plan it.

— A Convention or Outreach can be planned!

A Preacher cannot bring revival!
— It will come with him and go with him!

A book on Wales Revival begins as,
“Evan Roberts was not the author of Welsh Revival
 but the Holy Spirit!”

The Holy Spirit is the Author of Revival —

Ezek 36:36 ... “I” will do it
37:10 ... Breath of life came into them

Flesh can produce only Ishmael, not Isaac!

Revival is usually sudden —
eg) Acts 2:2 ... suddenly ... sound ... wind

  10:44 ... The Holy Spirit interrupts a sermon

It’s a fresh outpouring of God’s Spirit —
Acts 2:17 ... last days ... I will pour out of My Spirit

We are not in the last days, but the last minutes!

2. Revival makes God’s presence real.
Isa 64:1b ... “That You would come down!”

:2c ... “That nations may tremble
at Your presence”

During Welsh Revival:
A pedestrian asks, “Where is Revival?”
A policeman replies, “It’s here!”

The Holy Spirit makes God’s presence real —
Acts 2:3,4,33 ... fire ... tongues ... see ... hear

The electrifying presence of God —
2 Chr 5:13,14 ... Priests could not stand ...

Physical manifestations sometimes —
Acts 4:31 ... place shaken ...
Ezek 37:7 ... noise ... rattling ...

No movement only in the Cemetry!
Dead Silence ... Death Silence!

3. Revival usually follows times of self-examination
and sin confession by God’s people.

Isa 64:5,6,9 ... sinned ... unclean ... iniquity ...
The famous revival text —

2 Chr 7:14 ... If My people ... their wicked ways
Revival under Ezra —

Ezra 9:3-6,9 ... transgression ... iniquities ...
  10:1 ... confessing ... weeping ...

Evan Roberts’ prayer —
“Bend the Church; Bless the world!”

Joel’s prophecy conditional —
Joel 2:12-14,23 ... Return ... rend your heart

God revives the brokenhearted —
Isa 57:15 ... high ... lofty ... humble ... contrite ...

eg)The great revival in New Hebrides Island, 1949.
Their Prayer: “Lord, we will not give You rest until

You make Jerusalem a praise on earth!”
Nothing happened for months until a man quoted —

Psa 24:3-5 ... clean hands ... pure heart
Great Revival followed sin confession.
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Ezek 37:11 ... “Our bones are dry ... hope lost”

4. Revival comes in answer to prayer.

The entire 64th chapter of Isaiah is a prayer for Revival.
v4 — Great things in answer to waiting prayer
v7 — Stirred up prayer
v12 — “Will You hold Your peace, O Lord?”

The 10 days of prayer & praise, a preparation —
Lk 24:52,53
Acts  1:14

2:1
Again, Acts 4:31a ... “when they prayed ...”

Cornelius is another example —
Acts 10:2,4,30,31 ... prayed always ...

Elijah — Js 5:17,18 ... He prayed again!
Travail of Zion!  (Isa 66:8)

The price for Revival is prayer, prayer, prayer!

Billy Graham: The first secret of Revival is Prayer.
: The second secret of Revival is Prayer.
: The third secret of Revival is Prayer.

How long should we pray? —
Hos 10:12b ... “till He rains”

Do not lose heart at what’s happening in the Church —
Be optimistic! — Joel 2:21,25

Hold on to God’s promise —

Ezek 37:5 ... Surely I will cause breath ...

5. Revival restores joy and worship among God’s people.
Isa 64:10,11 ... Beautiful Temple ... praise ...

David’s prayer for Revival —
Psa 85:6 ... that Your people may rejoice ...

Habakkuk’s prayer for Revival —
Hab 3:2,17,18 ... revive ... rejoice ...

Early Church —
Acts 2:4,11 ... tongues ... works of God
(Prophecy from David: Acts 2:25-28)

   2:47a ... praising ... favour ...

There was Revival even in prison!
Acts 16:25 ... midnight ... praying ... singing

Revival turns “mourning into dancing” —
Psa 30:11,12

Singing in the Spirit ... Dancing ... etc ... (Eph 5:18,19)

Ezek 37:12 ... graves to houses ...
House to grave ... Funeral
Grave to house ... Festival

(Acts 15:16)
37:26,27 ... My sanctuary ... My Tabernacle (Acts 15:16)

    36:38 ... Feasts
    :35 ... Garden of Eden

6. Revival results in evangelism.
Isa 64:2 ... Your Name known ... nations ...

In Evangelism, the preacher makes the altar call.
In Revival, the people make the altar call.
Acts 2:37 ... What shall “we” do?

Mass conversions:  Acts 2:41 — 3000
4:4 — 5000
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Revival ... power Evangelism — Psa 51:12,13
Acts 1:8

Dry bones become a dynamic battalion—
Ezek 37:1-10

Evangelism in the Book of Acts —
Everyone went

everywhere to reach
everyone!

Nickname for the apostles —
“World-turners!” (Acts 17:6)
 (We are simply world-tourists!)

Missions are born in Revival —
Acts 13:2-4 ... worship ... send ...

History is full of it.

John Wesley’s Revival — “The world is my Parish!”

What it usually takes to accomplish in normal evangelism
in 40 years can be done in the  atmosphere of Revival
in 40 days! (Compare Dt 11:10-12).

Revival plunders Hell and populates Heaven!

Ezek 37:10 ... feet ... army ...
38:23 ... many nations ...

7. Revival leads the Church to maturity
 and full surrender to the Lord.

Isa 64:8 ... Father ... Potter ...

Acts  2:44,45  ... No attachment to earthly things
4:32-35
5:29 ... A life of obedience to God
9:31 ... Edification and comfort

Biblical illiteracy leaves the Church!
Worldliness leaves the Christians! —

 Ezek 36:38; 37:28; 38:23
“They shall know that I am the Lord!”

A new love for the Bible (Ezek 36:27)
No more idols ... but the Lord (Ezek 37:23,24)

 Conclusion
Revival, not a luxury, but a necessity!
We MUST have a Revival,
and we must have it NOW!

Sing: There shall be showers of blessing
This is the promise of love
There shall be seasons refreshing
Sent from the Saviour above.

Showers of blessing
Showers of blessing we need
Mercy drops round us are falling,
But for the showers we plead.

There shall be showers of blessing
Precious reviving again,
Over the hills and the valleys
Sound of abundance of rain.

There shall be showers of blessing
Send them upon us, O Lord!
Grant to us now a refreshing
Come and now honour Thy Word.

There shall be showers of blessing
O, that today they might fall
Now as to God we’re confessing
Now as on Jesus we call.

— Major Daniel Webster (1840-1901)
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75

The Holy Spirit & Restoration
Introduction

 Text: Ezekiel 37

 The greatest purpose of Revival is RESTORATION!

37:12 ... Back to the Land
36:38 ... Ruined cities getting festive look
   :35 ... Desolate land becoming like Eden!

REVIVAL  RESTORATION — Otherwise incomplete!

 Discouragement when we compare with Acts
(Early Church)

But, God’s will and His Promises —

Hagg 2:3 “Latter glory greater than the former”
 :6-9

Jn    2:10 ... Tastier wine served later
Joel  2:23-25 ... Former Rain/Latter Rain

for total restoration
“I will restore the years”

 Restoration in stages (Ezek 37) —
(i) Noise  (v7)
(ii) Rattling  (v7)
(iii) Bone to bone  (v7)
(iv) Army  (v10)

eg) From the dark ages —

Martin Luther — Justification
John Wesley — Sanctification
Charles Finney — Unction of the Spirit
1904 Revival — Gifts, etc.

“Restoration of ALL things” (Acts 3:19-21)

 Restoration not only for the whole Church
but also for individuals —

1 Sam 30:19 ... David recovered ALL
Job 42:10,12,13/cf 1:2,3 ... Job got everything doubled!
Peter — 3 denials — 3000 souls! (Acts 2:41)

 This Restoration is by God’s Spirit (Ezek 37) —

v1 ... Spirit of the Lord
vv5,9 ... Breath
v14 ... My Spirit

  Ours is the Dispensation of the Holy Spirit

  Revival messages of Christ:
“What the Spirit says to the Churches”

(Rev 2:7,11,17,29, etc.)
How does the Holy Spirit bring about this Restoration?
1. He restores the understanding of the LORDSHIP

of Christ.
Ezek 37:23,24 ... No more idols but God ... King ...
1 Cor 12:2,3 ... Turing from “idols” to the “Lord”
Lordship = a new management!
No more “other lords!” (Isa 26:13)

 Certain idols —
a) Ego, Self, Human Strength, ...

Isa 2:11,17 ... loftiness ... haughtiness ...
b) Our accomplishments

Hos 14:3,8a ... work of our hands ...
c) Our wealth

No two masters — “God & Mammon”
eg) Acts 5:2 — Ananias & Sapphira
“Jesus is either Lord of all or not Lord at all!”
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Living 100% for the Lord!

eg) Napolean’s Captive — Cut off his hand because of
 Napolean’s mark on the forearm.

Paul said, “I have the marks of Jesus ...
Let no one trouble me!” (Gal 6:17)

 No cat-on-the-wall life any longer!
 Doing everything to please God (1 Cor 10:31)
 No entanglement in the affairs of the world

because enrolled in God's Army! (2 Tim 2:4)

2. He restores true WORSHIP.
Ezek 37:26,27 ... Sanctuary & Tabernacle ...
Tozer: “The missing jewel of evangelical Christianity”

Work is worship 
Worship is work 

 Examples —
a) King Hezekiah was a Reformer —

The first thing he did was the restoration of worship
2 Chr 29:3,25,29,30

b) King Jehoshaphat set singers before soldiers —
2 Chr 20:21

c) Pentecost and after —
Acts 2:11 ... “Wonderful works of God”

 :47 ... “Praising God and ...”
   3:8   ... “walking ... leaping ... praising”
   4:24 ... “Lord, You are God who made

  Heavens, Earth, Sea and all”
 10:46 ... “They heard them speak in tongues

  and magnify God!”
 16:25 ... “Paul & Silas ... midnight ...

 singing hymns ...”

 Worship is an immediate outcome of the Spirit’s fullness —
Eph 5:18,19

“Singing and making melody ... heart to the Lord”
Speaking in tongues — The one gift among the

nine meant to praise God (1 Cor 14:15-17)

 God is a Spirit and He must be worshipped
in “Spirit” and in “Truth”

Pentecostals & Brethren & They must learn
similar groups.  vs. similar groups. from each other.

Most of Charles Wesley’s hymns were written during Revival.

3. He restores FELLOWSHIP among believers.

Ezek 37:15-22
The outcome of Spirit’s fullness —

“one another” ... Eph 5:18-21
The Holy Spirit is the greatest unifier!
eg)Jews & Gentiles ... 1 Cor 12:13

All Believers ... Acts 4:31,32
(Multitudes together ... Today not even

200 people together!)
Division instead of multiplication.
Peter and John ... Acts 3:1

 The fruit of the Spirit — Gal 5:22,23
(Almost each one relates to relationship.)

We need each other—
We cannot be loners —

“I” and “my” God!  
eg) The Lord’s Prayer ... “Our ... us ... our ... us”
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 Two areas where we can easily unite —

a) Worship — One Father
One Lord

Modes may be different but that does not matter.
eg) One child calling daddy aloud & the other softly.

So what?
b) Witness — One Body (addition to the Church)

One Enemy (Common to all Christians)

Practical suggestions —

 Local leaders meeting once a month
 Common prayer gatherings on public holidays

4. He restores SCHOLARSHIP in the Scriptures.
The supreme and ultimate purpose of Revival:

“Knowledge of God”
See the last verses of Ezek 36,37&38—

i.e. 36:38; 37:28; 38:23
“Then they shall KNOW that I am the Lord.”

This the Spirit does thro’ the Scriptures
36:27 ... My statutes ... My judgments ...

A new love for the Bible is born
and Biblical illiteracy leaves the Church.

During times of Revival there is always a demand
for Bibles.

Neh 8:2,3,5,6 ... A renewed reverence

The Holy Spirit is both the Author & the Teacher
of the Bible — 2 Pet 1:20,21    Jn 16:13
eg. from Acts —

2:42 ... Receiving teaching — steadfastly
17:11 ...Personal study — daily

Many Christians stop with what they hear in the Church.
They do not do any homework! So they fail!

Spirit-fullness & Scripture-fullness
Eph 5:18,19 Col 3:16

During seasons of revival, people are not bound
by their wristwatches!

eg) Acts 20:7-11 ... midnight ... early morning

The attention span theory fails in Bible study!

5. He restores zeal to withstand
HARDSHIP for the Gospel.

Ezek 37:10 ... “feet ... army”
(Dry bones  Dynamic battalion)

The Army is to win new territories —
38:23 ... many nations

Missions are born in Revival —

eg)John Wesley’s Revival affected William Carey &
William Wilberforce — Both were 30 yrs old when
Wesley died in 1791 — They worked for another 40 yrs!

 Hardship & Evangelism are inseparable —

2 Tim 4:5 ... Endure hardship ... Work of an Evangelist

Several of the early Apostles and Evangelists died as martyrs—

 Stephen stoned to death
 Matthew slain in Ethiopia
 Mark dragged thro’ streets until dead
 Luke hanged
 Peter & Simeon crucified
 Andrew tied to a cross
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 James beheaded
 Philip crucified & stoned
 Bartholomew flayed alive
 Thomas pierced with lances (in India)
 James the less thrown fromTemple & beaten to death
 Jude shot with arrows
 Mathias stoned to death
 Paul beheaded

They had to simply say, “Caesar is Lord!” and escape.
Their families, standing afar,

were only encouraging them not to deny their faith.
They thundered the Gospel and plundered Hell!

Every Christian must be a missionary;
because every non-Christian is a mission field.

 Conclusion
Revival is not to make us just feel good but to restore!
“Can these bones live?”  Yes, as an ARMY! —

LORDSHIP — The Captain
WORSHIP — Salute, Guard of Honour
FELLOWSHIP — Team spirit
SCHOLARSHIP — Weapon Training

& Map Reading
HARDSHIP — New Territories

Sing: “Send us the Rain, Lord!”

 Praise God for the Revivals of Bible History
and Church History!
We have the Promise:

“You will see greater things than these!”

(Study the Outline 74 also.)

76

The Helps of the Holy Spirit
Introduction

 How Jesus introduced the Holy Spirit —
Jn 14:16 ... Another Helper

Greek: Parakletos = “called alongside to help”
(Read John 14 & 16)

 First encounter with the Spirit
— Baptism with the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:13)

Further experience with the Spirit
— Walking in the Spirit (Gal 5:16)

eg) Wedding ceremony vs. Married life

Having entered the new life in the Spirit,
we must also walk in the Spirit (Gal 5:25).

How the Holy Spirit helps us in Christian life:
1. He ENLIVENS our WORSHIP of God.

 He does not seek ceremonial or ritual worship —
Acts 17:22-25 ... Paul to the Athenians
Jn 4:20-24 ... Jesus to the Samaritan woman

 Tabernacle: 3 Sections —
Shekinah Glory in the innermost.
Similarly, body, soul and spirit.

Not more physical activities
or soulish excitement
but experiencing God in the innermost being.

The Holy Spirit gives us a release in our spirit —
Phil 3:3 ... worship God in Spirit ... rejoice ...
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 Singing and making melody —
Eph 5:18-20

 Tongues — Praising in the Spirit
Acts 10:46 ... Cornelius & family

 The Spirit’s help in our prayers —
Rom 8:26,27 ... groanings ...

2. He ENLIGHTENS us to understand God’s WORD.
 The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Scriptures —

2 Pet 1:20,21

He is the Spirit of “Truth” —
Jn 16:13 ... He will lead you into all truth

 Natural understanding
vs. Spirit’s illumination

1 Cor 2:9-14 ... Eye has not seen ... things of God
 ... Holy Spirit teaches ...

Ask the help of the Holy Spirit every time you open the Bible.
It is thro’ the Spirit I got a grasp of the Scriptures.

3. He EQUIPS us for spiritual WARFARE.
 Two spiritual forces in the world —

God x Satan
Kingdom of light x Kingdom of darkness

 Warfare: (a) Inner Conflict
(b) External Battle

(a) Inner Conflict:
Gal 5:17 ... Spirit against flesh
Rom 7:22-24 ... Paul’s conflict

How the Spirit helps: Gal 5:16 ...
Walk in the Spirit so you will
not fulfil the lust of the flesh.

Being a “Holy” Spirit, He creates in us a hatred for sin!
He searches our hearts & sanctifies us of all filth —
“Sanctification of the Spirit” (1 Pet 1:2)

(b) External Battle:

The evil powers of the world —
Jn 14:17,30 ... the ruler of this world
Eph 6:12 ... armies of wickedness

:17b ... Sword ... the only offensive weapon

To fight oppressions.

When the enemy comes in like a flood —
Isa 59:19b ... the Spirit will raise a banner ...

4. He ENABLES us to overcome WORRIES.

His very Name is “Comforter.”

 The Holy Spirit is a River of Joy —
Psa 46:4a

 The Kingdom life —
Rom 14:17 ... peace ... joy in the Holy Spirit

(as against the joy of eating and drinking)

 Peace not as the world gives ...
but thro’ the Holy Spirit —
Jn 14:26,27 ... My peace ...

 The persecuted disciples filled with the joy of the Spirit —
Acts 13:50-52

 Jesus: The Spirit has anointed Me to console
and encourage the mourners —

Isa 61:1-3 ... praise ... heaviness ...
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5. He EMPOWERS us to be WITNESSES for Christ.
 Being a witness for Christ has two aspects —

— Acts 1:8 ... “Be My witnesses”
(a) Thro’ life (b) Thro’ lip

a) Thro’ life

This is thro’ the FRUIT of the Spirit —
Gal 5:22,23

— Softness, Sweetness, Smoothness in relationships
— Loving, Joyful, Peaceful, Good, Faithful, Patient,

Meek, Kind and Self-controlled

b) Thro’ lip
This is thro’ the GIFTS of the Spirit (1 Cor 12:7-10)

i.e. Power of the Spirit (Acts 1:8)
Lk 24:47-49 ... To all nations ...

endued with power
 Bold proclamation — Acts 4:31
 Deliverance ministry — Acts 10:38

(Demon-possession/sickness/witchcraft/
Isa 61:1 drug addiction/...)

 Unmoved by threats & persecutions ... Acts 20:22-24

(Study the Outline 96 also.)

6. He ENERGISES us to WORK efficiently.
Not only for spiritual activities
but also for technical and skilled works.

 Bezaleel — Ex 31:1-5
A Spirit-filled doctor will treat better.
A Spirit-filled engineer will build better.
A Spirit-filled professor will teach better.
A Spirit-filled artist will draw better.
A Spirit-filled student will study better.

 Daniel & Co
Dan 1:17/4:18b ... knowledge ... skill ... understanding

What is the Holy Spirit?—
He’s the Spirit of Wisdom, Understanding,

Knowledge, Might ... (Isa 11:2)
Have a fresh infilling before going to work.

7. He EMANCIPATES us to enjoy WHOLENESS.
“Life ... life more abundant!” (Jn 10:10)

 Health in (a) body
  (b) mind

a) Body — Rom 8:11 ... Quickening of our mortal bodies
The Holy Spirit applies the benefits of Calvary on us.

— “Gifts of healing” thro’ the Holy Spirit (1 Cor 12:9,10)
— The Body is the Temple of the Spirit (1 Cor 6:19,20)

His healing virtue flows into us.

b) Mind — 2 Tim 1:7
Spirit of “sound mind”

No more the Spirit of heaviness, but happiness.

The Holy Spirit is the “wind” of God (Jn 3:8)

He blows on us to refresh us.
No more suffocation.

 Conclusion
Jesus: “It is to your advantage

that  I go ... so the Spirit may come”
(Jn 16:7)

  How true!
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A New Song

Introduction
The Bible repeatedly calls us to sing “a new song”
to the Lord —

Psa 33:3 Psa 144:9
40:3 149:1
96:1 Isa 42:10
98:1

Even in Heaven it is said,
we would be singing “a new song” (Rev 5:9;14:3)

But what is a new song?
Is it a new composition or a new tune?
It cannot be, because any new composition
or tune is bound to become “old” in course of time!
It can only refer to the person who sings.

— It’s the song that bursts out from
“a new heart and a new spirit” (Ezek 18:31)

— It’s the song of the “new man”
who is a “new creation” in Christ

(Eph 4:24; Col 3:10; 2 Cor 5:17)
— It’s the song of the pilgrims

who have found a “new way” (Heb 10:20),
and walk therein in “newness of life” (Rom 6:4c)

We conclude that a new song is worship born
out of experiences of the new man, as under —

1. Song of Deliverance
Psa 40:2,3 ... The Lord brought me up ... a new song ...
Psa 32:1,7b ... blessed ... forgiven ... songs of deliverance

 Song of deliverance
— from the penalty of sin (Jn 8:34-36; Rom 6:22)
— from the power of sin (Mt 6:13; Gal 1:4; Rom 7:24,25)
— from the presence of sin (Heb 9:28; Rev 21:27)

Sing: It’s bubbling, it’s bubbling;
It’s bubbling in my soul.
I’m singing, I’m dancing,
For Jesus made me whole.

Folks don’t understand it.
How can I keep it quiet?

It’s bubbling, bubbling, bubbling, bubbling,
Bubbling day and night!

2. Song of Delight
Js 5:13b ... Is anyone cheerful? Let him sing ...
Prov 29:6b ... The righteous sings and rejoices.

— Old life of sin full of sorrows (Psa 32:10)
Jesus bore our griefs and sorrows  (Isa 53:4,3)

— Guilt gone, no more condemnation (Rom 8:1)
Sins not only forgiven but also forgotten

(Rom 4:7,8; Psa 32:1)
Singing by understanding God’s love (Eph 3:18)

— Delivered from the fear of death (Heb 2:14,15)
Sing: “O death, where’s your sting?” (1 Cor 15:54,55)

— Material losses cannot destroy spiritual joy.
Hab 3:17-19 ... Though the fig tree ... God of Salvation.

3. Song of Devotion
A life of communication —

God speaks to us thro’ His Word;
we speak to Him in prayer.
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 God’s Word —

Psa 119:54 ... Your statutes ... my songs ...
Psa 42:8 ... His song ... a prayer to God
Psa 1:1,2 ... His Word ... day and night delight
Jer 15:16,17 ... Your words ... joy ... rejoicing
Psa 119:14,72,162 ... More than gold ... silver ... treasure

  :36,37  ... Earthly goods worthless
  :62,147,148 ... More than sleep

 Our Praise & Prayer —

Psa 26:4-7 ... Voice of thanksgiving
Eph 5:18-20 ... Holy Spirit ... melody to the Lord

Sing: Sweet hour of prayer ...
— A hymn by William Walford (1772-1850), England

4. Song of Dependence
Psa 118:13,14 ... The Lord ... my Strength ... my Song
Zech 4:6 ... Neither by might ... but by My Spirit

     :7 ... Shouts of “Grace, Grace to it!”

King Jehoshaphat had built mighty fortresses (2 Chr 17:12);
but he confessed, “Our eyes are on You!” (2 Chr 20:1,12).

He put singers before the soldiers —
Their Chorus: “Praise the Lord... His mercy ...” (vv14-21)

Apostle Paul’s song of dependence —

“Not I but Christ!” (Gal 2:20)

“No confidence in flesh ... rejoice in Christ” (Phil 3:3)

Sing: What a fellowship, what a joy divine,
Leaning on the everlasting arms!

— Elisha A. Hoffman, 1839-1929

5. Song of Dominion
Psa 98:1 ... New Song ... Victory
Rev 5:9,10 ... New Song ... made us Kings ... reign

We are more than conquerors thro’ Christ —
Rom 8:37,38

Our song : “If God is for us, who can be against us?” (v31)

The song of Moses & the people —
Ex 15:1-18 ... I will sing ... He has triumphed ... reign ...
This song is worth memorizing.

Understand: Who God is.
Who you are in Christ.
Then you will do exploits (Dan 11:32).

Psa 149 :1,2,5,6,9 ... Sing ... new song ... King ... praises ...
sword ... all His saints

6. Song of Discipline
Old life: Disobedience (Eph 5:6; Col 3:6)

The rod of affliction and chastisement brought us back —
Heb 12:7,10 ... God deals with us as His sons ...

In appreciation we sing —
Psa 119:67,71,75 ... “It’s good I’ve been afflicted

... learn ... faithfulness ...”
When David covered his sin (Psa 32:3) ... groaning ...
When he confessed it —

... shout for joy (Psa 32:11)

... sing aloud (Psa 51:14)

The Song of Discipline celebrates —
the Fatherhood of God
the Lordship of Christ
the Companionship of the Holy Spirit
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Under the Trinitarian God,
we delight in discipline, not dread it!

Unfortunately, songs on discipline, discipleship,
self-denial and cross-bearing are rare these days.

7. Song of Doctrine
Psa 119 ... the lengthiest song in the Bible!
Most of its 176 verses celebrates the Word of God!
Psa 138:1,2 ... I will praise ... worship ... Your Word

Worship flows out spontaneously from a heart filled with
God’s Word (Col 3:16)

Most of the modern Christian songs are
— doctrinally unsound
— theologically incorrect
— Biblically anaemic

The Song of Doctrine is ever a new song,
because the Word of God is never outdated —

Mk 13:31 ... Heaven ... earth ... Word ...
1 Pet 1:24,25 ... flesh ... grass ... Word ...

Sing: O Word of God Incarnate ...
We praise thee for the radiance ...

— One of the 60 hymns of
Bishop William Walsham, 1823-1897

8. Song of Declaration
Psa 96:1-3 ... Sing ... new song ... proclaim ... salvation

 40:3 ... New song ... many will see ... trust ...
Rom 15:9 ... Gentiles ... I will confess ... sing ...
Lk 1:77-79 ... Zacharias’ Song: Dayspring ... light ...
1 Pet 2:9 ... Royal priesthood ... proclaim the praises ...

This is the theme of the “new song” of the 24 elders —
Rev 5:8-10 ... every tribe, tongue, people, nation ...

Remember the open-air singing of Salvation Army!

Diffusing communities ... aroma of Christ (2 Cor 2:14)

Sing the Choruses:

— From the rising of the sun to its going down (Psa 113:3)
— He is Lord ... Every knee ... Every tongue ... (Phil 2:10,11)

eg) A glorious poetry in the NT: (1 Tim 3:16)

God was manifested in the flesh,
Justified in the Spirit,
Seen by angels,
Preached among the gentiles,
Believed on in the world,
Received up in glory!

9. Song of Dedication
Psa 51:15,17 ... Praise ... contrite heart ...

 45:1,10,11 ... My composition ... King ... Lord
 ... Worship Him

Whatever we do for God must flow out of a heart of
dedication —

Jn 21:15-17 ... Do you love Me? (thrice)
Psa 100:3,4 ... We are His sheep ... bless His Name

 103:1 ... Bless the Lord ... all that’s within me ...
 104:33 ... Sing as long as I live ...

Sing: Blessed assurance ...
Perfect submission ...
This is my story, this is my song!

— Fanny Crosby, 1823-1915
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10. Song of Distress
The “new song” does not always mean delight and jubilance.
Songs born out of distress and adversity are more popular
than songs of joy.

eg) The Book of Psalms
— 3,11,12,27,46,49,59,64,91,121,139,146

Anxiety & fear
— 16,92,102,130

Disappointment
— 12,42,55,86,107,142

Discouragement
— 7,9,10,17,35,52,56,94,109

Injustice
— 3,13,17,25,27,69,91

Loneliness
— 4,23,62,70,102,138

Weakness
— 22,23,41,116

Sickness
— 6,31,71,77,94,123

Sorrows & grief
— 10,86,90,94,126,138,142

Troubled spirit

These poems sound like our autobiography!

Learn to turn
— worries into worship
— anguish into adoration
— trials into thanksgiving

through prayer and thanksgiving (Phil 4:6,7)

Ultimately, the Lord Himself will be our Song!
(Ex 15:2; Psa 118:14; Isa 12:2)

78
The Joy of the Lord

Introduction
 “Do not sorrow (but rejoice)

...the joy of the Lord is your strength” (Neh 8:10c)

 “Rejoice in the Lord” (Phil 3:1/4:4)
A repeated commandment.
“revive us again ... rejoice in You” (Psa 85:6)
“Joy ... House of God” (Joel 1:16)

Happiness vs. Joy:

Happiness — Joy —
Happenings Independent of happenings
Temperaments Irrespective of temperaments
Moods (emotional) Spiritual
Earthly Eternal

 Joy makes us strong —
A joyful Doctor is a better Doctor.
A joyful Teacher is a better Teacher.
A joyful Student is a better Student.

 “My” joy (Jn 15:11;17:13)

What is the Joy of the Lord?
1. Joy of Salvation
i.e. Rejoicing in the Lord’s Salvation

 Initial joy (Acts 16:34) — Jailer at Philippi
 Isa 12:2,3 ... Wells ... a) Drawing daily

b) Abundant supply
A daily & constant remembrance of Salvation
because of the finished work of Christ.



452451

 Hab 3:17,18 ... Blessing or no blessing!
 Abraham ... rejoiced ... (Jn 8:56)
 Mary: “My Spirit has rejoiced in God my Saviour”

 (Lk 1:46,47)
Salvation is like a “helmet” (Eph 6:17).
Wear it before you set out!
So many traps on the way ... Head-injury serious!

eg) During times of darkness/depression,
 meditate on the “so great a salvation!” (Heb 2:3,4)

2. Joy of Submission
i.e Rejoicing in submission to the Lord

Heb 12:2 ... Following His prayer of submission
to the Father’s will.
(A man of sorrows!)

Angelic help: Mt 4:10,11 (Wilderness)
Lk 22:42,43 (Garden)
i.e. Beginning and End

  2 Tim 1:12 ... “What I’ve committed to Him ...”
“suffer ... not ashamed” = in such a difficult situation

 Fanny Crosby (1823-1915) —
Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Saviour, happy and blest;
Watching and waiting, looking above;
Filled with His goodness, lost in His love.

How?
By a confidence —

a) No man can promote/demote me.
b) The Lord will do what’s best for me.

Submit your ambitions/aspirations to God (Jer 45:5).

 Submit also to one another (Eph 5:18-21).

3. Joy of Saintliness/Sanctity/Sanctification
i.e. Rejoicing in being holy before the Lord

 Neh 8:9-11 ... As against the condemnation of Law (v12)

 Psa 51:12 ... Sin, the greatest joy-killer.

 Isa 6:2,3 ... Jubilance over God’s holiness.
Celebrate the “remembrance” of His Holiness

 Joy is the property of the righteous —
Psa 97:11
Heb 1:9 ... oil of gladness

“No condemnation for those in Christ” (Rom 8:1)

 Guilt removed by Christ’s Blood
... Therefore, full joy! (1 Jn 1:4-7)

Truthfulness, Sincerity, Integrity, Honesty,
 Transparency, etc.

  Blessed (= Happy) are the pure in heart! (Mt 5:8)

 “Be holy” vs. “I make you holy!” (1 Thess 5:16,23)
Therefore “rejoice!”
Holy Life is a Jolly Life!

4. Joy of the Scriptures
i.e. Rejoicing in the Word of the Lord

 Psa  119:54 ... songs in the house of my pilgrimage
:92 ... Word ... delight ... in my affliction

Depressing daily newspapers.
Optimism, not pessimism, because of

“Comfort ... Hope ... Scripture”  (Rom 15:4)
 Psa 29:5,6 ... The voice of the Lord makes

trees skip like a calf!
Excitement!
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 Col 3:16 ... Overwhelming ... Psalms, Hymns, Songs
Bible: A Love Letter from God

Hear Him before you hear other voices.

Morning meditation carried throughout the day —

Psa 1:2 ... Delight in God’s Word makes us delightsome!

 Pebbles vs. Pearls —

Deep sea diving — Takes time and pains —

“Rejoicing over treasure” (Psa 119:162)

“How sweet!” (Psa 119:103)

5. Joy of Singing (Praise)
i.e. Rejoicing in Praise & Worship before the Lord

 Psa 122:1,4 ... I was glad ... House of God
(Corporate)

 Prov 29:6b ... The righteous sings and rejoices
(Personal/individual)
Let not the CDs do all the singing!

 In His presence there’s fullness of Joy!
Acts 2:25,26

This text was quoted to defend Pentecostal outpouring.
Fullness of the Spirit brings Joy (Eph 5:18-20)

 Praise strengthens us (eg. Baca to Beracha— Psa 84:4-7)

Do not become too busy with your work to spend time
in praise & worship —

Do not worship work (Hos 14:3b)

Job satisfaction is not the same as joy.
It will soon leave you empty inside.

6. Joy of Supplication

i.e. Rejoicing in prayer to the Lord

 1 Sam 1:10,15,16,18b — Hannah
... bitterness ... anguish ... grief ... no longer sad

 Prayer vs. Anxieties
Phil 4:4,6,7 (Even if not answered as we expect)

 Psa 94:17-19 ... multitude of anxieties ... delight
eg) Prayer of Moses (Psa 90:13-15)

 Jn 16:24 ... Ask ... receive ... joy ... full ...

 Prayer is sharing our feelings with the Father.
It lifts the burden off us.

 Prayer is spending time with the Lover of our souls.
It fills the vacuum in our hearts.

 Prayer to increase with more work (Mk 1:34,35)
Importance of ‘Quiet Time’ (Outline 65)

7. Joy with the Saints

i.e. Rejoicing in the company of the people of the Lord

 Psa 133:1-3 ... Refreshing dew ... soothing ointment

 Fullness of Joy in the Lord’s presence —
“Where two or three ... there I am” (Mt 18:20)

 Rom 15:32 ... Paul’s longing for people’s fellowship

We never outgrow
the need for fellowship.

Men and women by and large are sad
because the society has become highly individualistic.
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Come out of your small circle of family & friends —

eg) Jesus:“Who is My mother?
 Who is My brother/sister?” (Mt 12:47-50)

He always longed for this fellowship (Prov 8:30,31)

8. Joy of Soulwinning

i.e. Rejoicing in bringing people to the Lord
 Isa 53:11,12 ... Rejoicing over the travail of His soul
 Joy of harvest — Psa 126:5,6/Jn 4:36

In the context of winning the woman
and the villagers of Samaria

 Lk 15:5 ... Shepherd
:9 ... Woman
:32 ... Father

Three Circles: (a) Family, (b) Neighbourhood, (c) Field
(v7 ... Joy over one sinner who repents!)

There’s no greater service than saving a man from
sin and eternal death —  Js 5:20

(Pray specifically for the wayfaring folks.)

9. Joy of Sacrifice/Service/Suffering

i.e. Rejoicing in sacrificial services to the people
in the Lord’s Name

 Phil 2:17,18 ... Pouring out ... rejoice
 “Personal” sacrifice (George Muller and his orphanages)
 Identification with the poor & suffering —

a) Job (Job 30:25) ... wept for him in trouble
b) David (Psa 35:13,14) ... Even if they are our opposers
c) Jesus (Mt 25:34-40) ... I was hungry ... thirsty ...

Make the poor smile (Job 29:12,13).

If you are a medical graduate,
decide today that you’ll plant yourself
where there’s no doctor.

 Difficult situations but running with joy —
Acts 20:23,24 (Joy of Suffering)

10. Joy of Second Coming
i.e. Rejoicing in the hope of the Lord’s Return

 Rejoice ... He’s coming ... (Psa 96:11-13)
 Rejoice ... The Lord is at hand ... (Phil 4:4,5).

A pessimistic world.
An optimistic Church.

The word of greeting between the early Christians —
“Maranatha!” = The Lord comes! (1 Cor 16:22)

 The most comforting message —
1 Thess 4:16-18

 The last Promise in the Bible (Rev 22:20)

 No more sorrow! (Rev 21:4,5) (True words!)
We would have entered The “Joy of the Master!”

(Mt 25:21,23)

“In His Presence” Spiritual (now)  “The Lord with us”
“Fullness of Joy”  Literal (then)  “We with the Lord”

 Conclusion
Keep a balance of all these 10 aspects.
Neglecting some and overdoing the rest
may throw you into gloominess and depression.

The Joy of the Lord is your STRENGTH!
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Their Festivals & Our Joy
Introduction

The entire Christian life is meant to be a celebration.
Christian life means life with Christ.
Everyday with Christ is meant to be a celebration —

Psa 118:22-24 ... stone rejected ... This is the Day ...
A Day of celebration! Festival!

Celebration in the Gospel age (Nah 1:15)

 The Old Testament abounds with references to
Feasts/Festivals.
Seven of them are quite significant.
We shall briefly study them to understand their meaning
and relevance to us today.

 The Jews had 2 Calendars —

a) Civil Calendar (for political matters, official
calculations, contracts, etc.)

Similar to Gregorian Calendar vs.
Tamil Year Calendar

b) Sacred Calendar (for computing festivals
and other religious reasons)

Civil Sacred Civil Sacred
Tishri — 1 7 Nisan — 7 1
Heshvan— 2 8 Iyar — 8 2
Chislev — 3 9 Sivan — 9 3
Tebeth — 4 10 Tammuz — 10 4
Shebat — 5 11 Ab — 11 5
Adar — 6 12 Elul — 12 6
(Hebrew months were alternately 30 and 29 days long.)

1. Feast of Passover (Nisan 14-21/Mar-Apr)
Hebrew Calendar: Abib

Ex 12:43-13:10
Dt 16:1-8

It was called “Passover”
— because when God destroyed the firstborn in Egypt,

He “passed over” the Hebrew homes in which blood
was sprinkled on the doorposts.

It was also called “Feast of Unleavened Bread”

— because the Hebrews left Egypt “in haste,”
not waiting for the bread to leaven up!

Jesus was crucified during the Passover Week —
Mt 26:17-20

Lesson for us: 1 Cor 5:6-8

Christ is our Passover!
— Rejoice, He has taken away our sins.
— Throw away the leaven of malice & wickedness ...

for the unleavened bread of sincerity & truth.

eg) People clean up houses, throw away rubbish,
whitewash ... etc ... for festivals!

eg) Ezr 6:21,22 ... People separated themselves from the
filth of the nations & celebrated the
Feast of Unleavened Bread “joyfully”

2. Feast of Pentecost (Sivan 6/May-June)

This was originally called “Feast of Weeks”
Dt 16:9-11 ... seven weeks
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Because it was the 50th day after Passover,
it came to be called as “Pentecost” in Greek

(Acts 2:1; 20:16; 1 Cor 16:8).
It was also called —

“Feast of Firstfruits”
and

“Feast of Ingathering” (Ex 34:22)

It was an occasion for
“wave offering” (Lev 23:15,16,20)

This was essentially an agricultural festival —
a harvest festival — Important to the Hebrews

who were essentially farmers.
There are several word pictures in this Festival —

 Firstfriuts = Resurrection
(Sorrow into Joy — Jn 16:20,21,22)

 Shedding of grains from a ripe sheaf
= Ascension & pouring out of the Spirit

 Wave offering = Thanksgiving, praise & worship
(Dominant on the Day of Pentecost)

 Ingathering = 3000 souls added to the Church
(Acts 2:41)

Ours is the Pentecostal age!

— Christ in Heaven and Holy Spirit on Earth
— Not only Jews, but people from all nations & languages

baptized into the Body of Christ (1 Cor 12:13).
— The fruit of the Spirit is JOY (Gal 5:22)

3. Feast of Trumpets (Tishri 1,2/Sept-Oct)

Lev 23:24,25
Num 29:1-6

A day of blowing trumpets to begin a “civil” New Year.
New Year celebrations —
“A sweet aroma to the Lord”

A new beginning —
A march of triumph —

2 Cor 2:14-16 ... fragrance ... aroma ...

Blowing of the trumpets = Proclamation of our victory

 Every New Year is God’s gift to us to enjoy His blessing.
 Every New Year is a God-given opportunity for us

to yield fruit for His glory.
 Every New Year is a God-given privilege for us

to understand His ways and purposes.

David summed up all these in Psa 65:11-13
Let’s join the hills in “rejoicing”

and the valleys in “shouting for joy!”

i.e. “ups” & “downs” in life!

Sing: There shall be showers of blessing
Precious reviving again
Over the hills and the valleys ... (Page 430)

4. Feast of the Day of Atonement (Tishri 10/Sept-Oct)

Lev 23:26-32 ... “afflict your souls”
Ex 30:10 ... “Aaron shall make atonement”

The entire 16th chapter of Leviticus gives detailed
instructions to the High Priest for making the atonement —

The Purpose — Lev 16:30
“atonement” = covering

We must not cover our sins ...
We must confess them to God so He may cover them
and cleanse us (Psa 32/Prov 28:13)
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Interpretation of the Day of Atonement for NT believers —

Heb 9:7,11-15
— “sins committed in ignorance”

(We have more sins we are unaware of
than those we are aware of)

— “Once a year”  x  “Once for all”
— “Offered bulls & goats”  x  “Offered Himself’
— “Purging of our conscience”
— “Dead works” ... Not only sins!
— “Eternal inheritance”

We must periodically examine ourselves for such a
cleansing —

This is a joyful experience —
1 Jn 1:4-9 ... “These things for your joy ...

This is the message ....”

5. Feast of Tabernacles (Tishri 15-22/Sept-Oct)

Lev 23:39-43 ... “rejoice” ...
Dt 16:13-15 ... “surely rejoice” ...

This was also called Feast of “Booths”

These booths were temporary shelters made of
tree branches.

This is to re-live the experience of the wilderness
where they had no permanent buildings.

God originally put man in a garden —
Open-air ... fresh air ...

full of life (plants/animals/birds)

In the New Heaven & New Earth also, there’s going to be a
Garden — with a river — trees on either side ... (Rev 22:2)

But we imprison ourselves in air-tight buildings
(window/mesh/curtain/...)

— Our only companions are lizards & cockroaches!
Indoor plants! Plastic flowers! Wall pictures!

A forgotten Festival was revived —
Neh 8:14-17 ... “very exciting!”

:18 ... An occasion to meditate on the Bible

It was during a Feast of Tabernacles that Jesus promised
“rivers of living water!” —

Jn 7:2,37-39 ... the Holy Spirit ...
  :53; 8:1... After the Feast everyone returned home,

but Jesus went to a Mount!

Remembering that we are pilgrims on earth
— and that it’s only temporary — fills us with joy!

Jim Reeves: This world is not my home ...
(1923-1964) I’m just a passing thro’ ...

I can’t feel at home in this world any more ...

Hymn: Oh Lord my God ...
I see the stars (now we see only bulbs!)
Then sings my soul ...

6. Feast of Dedication (Chislev 25/8 days/Nov-Dec)

This was also called the “Feast of Lights”
— may be decoration

Celebrating the restoration of worship in the Temple
after its desecration by a pagan ruler in 167 B.C.

This is mentioned in an Apocryphal Book —
(1 Maccabees 4:59)

Reference in the NT : Jn 10:22,23
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The dedication of a building is always a joyful occasion —

eg) Dedication of the Walls of Jerusalem
Neh 12:27,43 ... great sacrifices ... great joy ...

The parallel in the NT is the building of the Body of Christ —

1 Pet 2:4,5 ... a spiritual house
Eph 2:19-22 ... a holy temple/household of God

“no longer strangers ... but fellow citizens with the saints” —

The Joy of Fellowship (Psa 133) ... good ... pleasant

7. Feast of Purim (Adar 14,15/Feb-Mar)

Esth 9:20-26
It was also called the “Feast of Lots” (Heb: Purim)

Haman cast “lots” to decide when to destroy the Jews (3:6,7)

At times it was also called the Feast of Esther!

All through history, the Jews had many enemies —
Zacharias sang about the deliverance (Lk 1:73,74)

Christ has delivered us from all our enemies.

No weapon against us shall prosper.

“Let’s be glad and rejoice” —

  Psa 126:1-3 ... laughter ... singing ...
 27:5,6 ... sacrifices of joy ...

One of the joyful expressions of deliverance is —

“encouraging one another by presents”
and

“blessing the poor with gifts”
(Esth 9:22c)

The rich have many friends;
the poor have many enemies!

India needs Esthers to uplift the 40% of its people
living below the poverty line!

 Conclusion
Of these seven Festivals,
three are the most important —

Dt 16:16

a) Feast of Passover
b) Feast of Pentecost
c) Feast of Tabernacles

 The message:

Rejoice always —
a) Over the finished work on the Cross
b) With the joy of the Holy Spirit
c) In the hope of the Heavenly City

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Mourning into Dancing

A meditation of Psalm 84
Introduction

“As they pass thro’ the Valley of Baca = (Weeping),
 they make it a spring” (v6)

A valley of bushes and thorns which could not be passed
without labour and tears (cf. 2 Sam 5:22)

“Baca” (Heb) = a balsam tree — This tree is called a weeper,
probably because it exudes tears of gum!
This is a figurative phrase!

“Mourning into Dancing”

“Baca (= Weeping) into Berachah” (= Blessing, 2 Chr 20:26)

How to turn mourning into dancing (Psa 84) —

1. Seek the Presence of God (vv1-4a,10)

“Your tabernacle”
“Courts of the Lord ... Your Courts”
“Your altars”
“Your house” ... “House of my God”

“Appearing before God in Zion” (v7) —

 My soul longs and faints ...
 My heart cries out ... “for the living God”
 My flesh cries out ... God hides but is not dead!

“Sparrow’s home” Are we not more valuable
“Swallow’s nest” than many sparrows? (Mt 6:26)

We are precious to God.

2. Sing the Praises of God.
“Lord of Hosts” — vv1,3,8,12
“Living God” — v2
“My King, my God” — v3
“God in Zion” — v7
“God of Jacob” — v8
“God our Shield” — v9
“Lord God ... Sun & Shield” — v11

3. Stay on the Power of God.
“Blessed is the man whose strength is in You” — v5
“Lord of Hosts” — vv3,8,12
“Going from strength to strength” — v7

4. Stand on the Promises of God
“Sun & Shield ... grace & glory” — v11
“Good things ...” — v11
“Blessed is the man who trusts on You” — v12

5. Submit your Petitions to God.
(Send your Prayers to God.)

“Hear my prayer” — v8

6. Sustain in (Stick to) the Purity of God.
(Sanctify your path before God.)

We are “God’s anointed” — v9
No dwelling in the “tents of wickedness” — v10

“Walk uprightly” — v11

“In whose heart are the highways to Zion”
= “Whose heart is set on pilgrimage” — v5
— Highways to Zion = Holy Path
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 Conclusion
 The Lord will send the rain! (v6)

(pools = blessings)
— No more dryness, fruitlessness, ...

 The Lord will give grace (v11)
— No more weakness, defeat, ...

 The Lord will give glory (v11)
— No more shame, ...

 The Lord will give all good things (v11)
(Rom 8:32/28)
All will work together for good.

— No more want!
Showers (v6)
Sunshine (v11)
Shelter/Shield (v11)

Sing: Psa 30:11,12

Thou hast turned my mourning into dancing for me.
Thou hast put off my sackcloth;
Thou hast turned my mourning into dancing for me,
And girded me with gladness;
To the end my glory may sing praise unto Thee,
And not be silent;
O Lord my God;
I will give thanks unto Thee forever!

81

The Fire of Sanctification
Introduction

 “Our God is a consuming fire!”

OT — Dt 4:24 ... Told by Moses
NT — Heb 12:29 ... Written by the author of Hebrews

This character of God has a twofold effect —
 Ex 14:24,25 ... For Israel/Against Egyptians
 Lev 9:23,24; 10:1-3 ... Bless the offering/destroy the

 strange firemen
 Isa 31:4,5,9 ... Protection/Punishment
 Isa 33:14-16 ... Defence/Terror
 Zech 2:5 ... Protection/Destruction
i.e. the “goodness & severity” of God (Rom 11:22)

 Of the three persons of the Godhead,
mostly the Holy Spirit is compared to fire —

 Lk 12:49,50 — Fire on Earth (already kindled = initial
blessings of the Spirit before Calvary and Pentecost)

 Isa 4:4 — Spirit of burning
 Dan 7:9,10a — Fiery stream from the Throne
 Acts 2:3,4 — Tongues of Fire
 Rom 12:11 — Fervent in Spirit (= on fire with the Spirit)
 1 Thess 5:19 — Quench not the Spirit

As His Name goes, (Holy Spirit),
He is essentially the Fire of Sanctification—

Mt 3:11,12 ... burn the chaff
Isa 4:4 ... washed ... purged



470469

He sanctifies us by burning up the chaff —
Isa 5:24 ... stubble ... chaff

This chapter of Isaiah 5 mentions “SIX WOES,”
thus condemning SIX DEFINITE SINS—

1. Selfishness (Isa 5:8)

 Hos 10:1 — Fruit to himself, so Israel fruitless.
cf. Joseph, Gen 49:22

 Lk 3:9 — Fruitless tree into fire!
What to do then?
Answer: vv10,11 — Share shirts & supper!

 2 Tim 3:1,2a — The first sign of the last days

 Selfishness in family life —
Eph 5:25-29,1,2 ... Bless the spouse ...

Selfishness in Church life —
Gifts ... 1 Cor 14:12,13 ... Edify others
Prayer...Mt 6:9-13...Not “I” and “my” but “our” and “us”

Selfishness in Social life —
Job 31:16-23 ... poor ... fatherless ...

2. Worldly Pleasures
Rather than the Joy of the Lord (Isa 5:11-14)

= “Substitutes for His Joy”

 Sensationalism & Ceremonialism rather than a quiet
and expectant walk of faith

Ex 32:1,6,7,11 — Golden calf
Hos 8:14 — Maker forgotten, temples built

 Sinful pleasures leading to disregard for holy things
Dan 5:23-28 — King Belshazzar
1 Sam 2:12-14,17,22,25b — Sons of Priest Eli

 Boasting of riches
Job 31:24-28 ... gold my hope ...

Counsel — Col 3:5-7 ... covetousness ... wrath of God ...

3. Wilful & Fearless Sinning (Isa 5:18,19)

 Heb 10:26-31 ... Fearful thing ... hands of the living God
 Prov 29:1 ... Often reproved ... hardening ... destroyed
 2 Cor 7:10,11 ... godly sorrow + thorough repentance

   (Seven ingredients of godly sorrow)

4. Truthlessness (Isa 5:20)

 Rev 21:8b ... all liars ... fire
Prov 12:22 ... lying lips ... abomination to God

 Jn 8:44 ... Devil is the father of lies.
 Mt 5:33-37 ... Jesus condemns.

Js 5:12 ... Apostles condemn.

 Gen 18:12-15 ... Importance of thought, unspoken
(Sarah)

 Acts 5:4c ... Lying to man is lying to God.

Lying leads to hypocrisy.
Hypocrites terrorised by fire (Isa 33:14,15a)

5. Pride & Arrogance (Isa 5:21)

 Isa 10:12-17 ... God becomes a fire to burn the
pride of Assyria.

The very instrument used by God,
now burnt down because of pride.

 Rom 11:17-22
God sets aside some and blesses us in life or work.
Be not haughty.
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 Isa 47:8,10,14 ... pleasures ... no one besides me ...
Fatted heart because no immediate punishment
(Eccl 8:11)
Shall be burnt with fire.

6. Injustice (Isa 5:22,23)

 Job 15:34b
Fire consumes the house of bribery.

 2 Pet 3:7,13
Present world of injustice kept for fire.

 Partiality is a sin.
Js 2:1-4 ... golden ring ... rags ...

 Isa 33:14-16
Fortress, bread, waters, etc. given to the just.
No destruction by fire.

 Conclusion
Isa 4 — Promise of cleansing Fire (vv3,4)

 5 — Punishment by consuming Fire (v24)
 6 — Purification by cleansing Fire (vv5-7)

The Lord’s desire: Isa 62:1
 Zion ... righteousness ... brightness ...
 salvation ... a lamp that burns

Repent — Be blessed by cleansing fire!
Rebel — Be burnt by consuming fire!

82

How to maintain Inner Piety
Introduction

Psalm 51 is David’s open confession of sin.

This Psalm of “sin” confession has brought manifold blessing
to God’s people down through the ages.

He told God,
“You desire truth in the inward parts;
 and in the hidden part
You will make me to know wisdom” (v6)

True “wisdom” springs forth from piety/purity —

Prov 2:6,7 ... He stores up sound wisdom for the upright ...
Js 3:13 ... good conduct ... wisdom ...

  :17a ... Wisdom from above is first pure ...

To maintain inner piety,
David seeks a 4-fold enablement from God in Psalm 51—

1. Steadfast spirit

v10, “Renew a steadfast spirit within me”

“I” must first decide to stay pure —
Dan 1:8, “Daniel purposed in his heart ...”

My “mind” should “stay” on God (Isa 26:3)
I must not “waver” but “endure” —

Heb 10:23 ... hold fast ... without wavering ...
    :35-39 ... confidence ... endurance ...
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2. Holy Spirit

v11, “Do not take Your Holy Spirit from me”

The sanctifying ministry of the Holy Spirit —
His very name: “Holy” Spirit
The Holy Spirit burns the chaff  in our lives —

Lk 3:16,17
Superficial repentance condemned (v8)

Perfect hatred for sin —

2 Thess 2:10-13 ... no love of the truth ...
strong delusion ... pleasure in unrighteousness

Heb 1:8,9 ... loved righteousness ... hated lawlessness

Patterning our conduct after God’s holiness —

1 Pet 1:2 ... sanctification of the Spirit ...
  :13-16 ... in all your conduct ...

 be holy, for I am holy ...
3. Generous Spirit

v12, “Uphold me with Your generous Spirit”

This may refer to God’s generosity
with which He blesses us abundantly —

Jn 3:34-36 ... The Spirit without measure
Rom 8:32 ... Nothing withheld from us
Eph 3:14-20 ... Exceeding abundance

We can appropriate it by prayer and faith.
Another translation: “Willing spirit”
As much as we receive from the Lord
we must become “enthusiastic” in things

pertaining to His Kingdom.

4. Broken spirit
v17, “The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit”

Reverential fear for God which prevents sinning —
Prov 28:13,14 ... confesses ... forsakes sins ...

always reverent ...
Gen 39:9 ... How can I sin against God?

Trembling at God’s Word — Isa 66:2b
Learning from the meek Jesus — Mt 11:28-30

 Conclusion
Thank God for the ample provisions He has made for us
so we can maintain purity in our lives.

Carelessness and casualness will ruin us.

Keep praising God for His “lovingkindness”
and “tender mercies” (Psa 51:1,19).

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Missionary Evangelism & the Holy Spirit
Introduction
 A text from the last page of the Bible —

Rev 22:16,17
The Spirit — Manager
& the Bride say, — Messenger/Minister
“Come!” — Message

The greatest failure in Missions is the lack of emphasis
in the Executive Leadership of the Holy Spirit.

But the early Church was different —
Acts 5:32 ... “We and the Spirit are witnesses”

 Examples in the OT —
David: Psa 51:11-13 ... Free Spirit ... sinners
Zerubbabel: Zech 4:6,7 ... Huge task ... by Spirit

 Examples in the NT —
a) Jesus Christ — Gospels
b) Early Church — Acts & Epistles

a) Jesus Christ —
Acts 10:38 ... God anointed Jesus ... went ... healed
The Spirit of the Lord is upon Me ...
He has anointed Me ... to preach

(Lk 4:16-20) to heal
to comfort
to turn ...

b) Early Church —
The Mission Strategy —
Acts 1:8 ... “BUT” — 4 concentric circles

How can we draw a circle without a centre?
The centre is the power of the Holy Spirit.

“Unless” born of the Spirit — Cannot enter the Kingdom.
“Until” baptized with Him — Cannot enroll others in it.

 The candidates in prayer for the Holy Spirit —
Acts 1:13,14

Mary ... Peter ... James ... John ...

 The secret of their evangelism —
Spontaneity — Everyone

— Everywhere
— Everyone

The outreach was the result of the outpouring.
“I will pour ... Everyone who calls” (Acts 2:17,21)

 Examples in Acts — Acts of the “Holy Spirit”

 Personal influence thro’ the Spirit’s fullness
Barnabas ... Acts 11:24

  The magnetism of a Spirit-filled man.
  “The Spirit draws men to Christ.”

 First batch of missionaries
Acts 13:2-4 ... The Spirit said ... sent by the Spirit

 Spirit’s Guidance in the work (Crosscultural)
Philip ... 8:29,39 (Ethiopian)
Peter ... 10:19,20 (Caesarean/Italian)
Paul ... 16:6-9 (Macedonian)

 Persecution
Acts 4:31 — Place shaken ... filled ... boldness

 20:22,23 — Holy Spirit ... chains ...

 Doctrinal problem
15:28 ... Circumcision ... Holy Spirit and us
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 Church Leadership
Elders: 20:28 ... Holy Spirit ... overseers
Deacons: 6:3 ... Holy Spirit ... business

 Church Growth
9:31 ... Churches ... edified ... Spirit ... multiplied

Global Church growth maximum in charismatic ministries.
Let’s discern the times!

 Historical events must reflect on our personal
experiences—

Crucifixion ... Crucified with Christ
Resurrection ... New life
Ascension ... Seated above
Similarly Pentecost ... Personal Infilling

The Church has stopped somewhere between
Calvary and Pentecost!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Factors which blur our Vision
Introduction

We must be men and women of Vision.

When we lose our vision,
we become directionless and purposeless in our lives.

Perhaps we may not lose our vision totally,
but get it blurred.
It’s equally dangerous.

The Bible speaks of several factors which blur our vision —

1. Faulty relationships
 1 Jn 2:11 ... He who hates his brother ... in darkness ...

does not know where he goes ...

 The spirit of fault-finding dims our sight —
Mt 7:3-5 ... speck in brother’s eye ... plank in your eye ...

see clearly
2. Casualness in virtues

2 Pet 1:5-9 ... diligence ... add ... lacks these things
... shortsighted ... blindness ...

3. Unbelief in God’s power
 When the disciples forgot the miracle of Jesus feeding

the 5000, He asked them,
“Having eyes, do you not see?” (Mk 8:13-21)

 Because of unbelief and disobedience,
the Israelites got into this condition —

... eyes that could not see ...
... eyes darkened ... (Rom 11:8-10,20,23)
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4. Material-mindedness
 The heart of Gehazi, the servant of Prophet Elisha,

was after “clothing, olive groves, vineyards, sheep,
oxen and servants” (2 Ki 5:25-27)

As a punishment, he not only became a leper,
he also lost his spiritual vision ...
Elisha had to pray, “Lord, open his eyes!” (6:15-17)

 Similarly,
Prophet Balaam, when he went after money,
lost his vision (Num 22:25-32).
He could not see even what a donkey could see!

5. Misplaced zeal
In his “zeal without knowledge”
Paul was making a havoc of the Church (Acts 8:3).
He was struck with blindness by a light

from heaven (9:1-9).
It was more than a physical blindness;
scales had to fall from his eyes (vv17,18),
so he could “see the Just One!” (22:11-15).

Beware of fleshly enthusiasm which sets aside
God’s will (9:6; 22:14)

6. Indifference to people’s needs
 When the disciples were talking about the

physical food, Jesus turned their attention to see
the spiritual needs of others —

“Lift up your eyes and look at the fields!”
Jn 4:30-35

 Food is necessary,
but overoccupation with our immediate physical
needs will blurr our missionary vision (Mt 6:31-33)

7. Neglect of the Spirit’s anointing
We must not be satisfied with the Holy Spirit’s
indwelling; we must seek His anointing —

Acts 2:16,17 ... I will pour out of My Spirit ...
 see visions ...

1 Cor 2:9,10 ... Eye has not seen ...
  revealed thro’ His Spirit ...

It was the “second touch” of Jesus that made
the blind man see everything clearly —
Mk 8:22-25

 Conclusion
Unawareness of our blindness is serious.
That was the condition of the Laodicean Church (Rev 3:17).
Let’s seek the Lord to anoint our eyes again (v18).

(Study the Outline 16 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“Gray Hairs”

(Lessons on Backsliding from the Book of Hosea)

Introduction

The Book of Hosea pointedly explains the backsliding of
God’s people. It is also a call to restoration. God’s love in spite
of people’s unfaithfulness is beautifully painted in this Book.

Text: Hosea 7:9
“Gray hairs are here and there on him,

 yet he does not know it!”
This is a picture of unnoticed or not-so-apparent
backsliding which is more dangerous
than open backsliding.

(A) What are the “gray hairs?”

1. Spiritual adultery

Hos 1:2 ... great adultery ... departing from the Lord
  2:2,13 ... her harlotries ... she forgot Me ... her lovers
 7:8 ... mixed among the peoples ...

Js  4:4,5 ... adulterers, adulteresses ...
friendship of the world ...

What God primarily desires is
“faithfulness and not sacrifice!” (Hos 6:6)

Ephraim’s faithfulness quickly passes away like
“a morning cloud and early dew” (6:4)

A heart “divided” in loyalty (10:2)
Loss of first love!

2. Corrupt dealings
4:1,2 ... no truth ... swearing ... killing ... stealing ...

adultery ... no restraint ... bloodshed ...

6:8 ... a city of evildoers ... defiled with blood

Faulty interpersonal relationships —

eg) 12:2-4 ... Jacob ... took his brother by heel
in the womb

3. Neglect of God’s Word
4:6 ... My people ... rejected knowledge ...

 forgotten the Law of God

8:12 ... written great things of My Law ....
considered a strange thing ...

5:11 ... Walked by human precept ...
(as opposed to God’s ways)

4. Pride of Blessings
2:8,9 ... I gave her grain, new wine, oil ... silver ... gold ...

   wool ... linen ... I will take away ...

 :12 ... I will destroy her vines ... fig trees ...
 She said: “rewards from lovers”

4:7 ... The more they increased, the more they sinned ...
glory into shame ...

5. Ungodly leadership
4:9 ... like people, like priest ...
8:4a ... They set up kings, but not by Me ...
9:7-9 ... prophet a fool ... spiritual man insane ...

prophet a fowler’s snare ...
13:10 ... I will be your King ... I gave you a king in

My anger, and took him away in My wrath ...
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6. Sin of adultery
7:4 ... They are all adulterers ...

 :9a ... Aliens have devoured his strength,
 but he does not know it!

eg) Samson on the lap of Delilah

7. Broken altar of Prayer
5:6 ...flocks and herds ... they will not find Him ...

He has withdrawn ...

7:7c ... There’s none among them who calls upon Me
  :10 ... They do not return to the Lord ... not seek Him
  :16 ... They return, but not to the Most High ...

a deceitful bow ...

8:13 ... They sacrifice flesh and eat it ...
The Lord does not accept them ...

(B) The Consequences of Backsliding
God’s people have become like —

 a stubborn calf ... 4:16
 a silly dove ... 7:11,12
 a wild donkey ... 8:9
 a trained heifer ... 10:11

(yoke of the enemy)

(C) The Call to Repentance
6:1 ... Come, let’s return to the Lord ...

He will heal ... revive ... raise us ...

10:12 ... Break up your fallow ground,
 seek the Lord until ...

14:1-3 ... Return ... with words ...
Say: Receive us graciously ... etc.

(D) Restoration Blessings
2:15 ... vineyards ... a door of hope ...

She shall sing as in the days of her youth
 :19 ... I will betroth you to Me forever ....
 :22 ... grain ... new wine ... oil ...
6:2 ... He will revive us ... raise us up ...

   14:4-7... I will heal ... love ... dew ... lily ... roots ...
branches ... fragrance ... vine ... scent ...

(E) The final Confession
14:8 ... Ephraim shall say,

“What have I to do any more with idols?
I am like a green cypress tree;
Your fruit is found in me!”

(Study the Outlines 56 & 186 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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When Glory Departs ...

Introduction
When the glory of God departs from a minister or ministry
or a Church, we try to do so many things to put up a show
that everything is alright!

1. We keep boasting of the “name” that we already have
in the society and before others —

Rev 3:1 (Church of Sardis)
Strengthen what is about to die (v2).
Recollect what has been taught (v3).
Give prominence to the “live” and “godly” minority —
They are the remnant (v4).

2. We boast of our material prosperity as if it’s a sign of
God’s favour —

Rev 3:17 (Church of Laodicea)
Neither-hot-nor-cold condition (Satisfaction/Stagnation)
Mistaking the little warmth we have as if we are on fire —
It’s not fire; it’s only smoke!
Go back to God realising your need —

“Buy from me gold ...” (Rev 3:18)
Get healing for the blurred vision —

Spiritual sensitivity
Spiritual discernment

3. We believe that we have a well-built structure and go on
working with it, unaware that the Spirit is not there —

2 Tim 3:5 ... form ... no power
Standing on institutional strength.

Depending on rules, regulations & procedures.
We keep improving only the system.

4. We keep boasting of our statistics.
Victories and successes blind our eyes.
We increase (multiply) our activities and invent new ones.
We count the number of birds (doves & pigeons) sold,
and the currency exchanged —
instead of how many people came to the Temple for prayer!

Mt 21:12,13 ... House of Prayer ...
Projects replace prayer!

5. We resort to entertainment to attract people & keep them.
This is what most of the Churches do to attract youth.
But the call in the Bible is:

“He who is thirsty, let him come!”
(Rev 22:17)

6. We emphasize rituals and ceremonies to bring about the
“awe” and “reverence.”

Mt 23:17,19 ... Gold or Temple? Gift or Altar?

7. We expect nothing unusual to happen in our gatherings.
Faith on the supernatural and the miraculous fades away.
Highly programmed.
In the name of orderliness, the move of the Holy Spirit
is restricted (Jn 3:8) ... The wind blows where it wishes ...

 Conclusion
Whether or not we are aware, “Ichabod” is written
on many of our Churches and Ministries (1 Sam 4:21).
Let us, preachers and people, declare a fast and wait before
God until He visits us again (Joel 1 & 2).
Then the “latter glory” will be greater than the “former”

(Hagg 2:3,9)
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A Call to Weep!
Introduction

 Good Friday Services — 12 noon to 3 pm.
Dramatic narrative of the death of Christ.
Death bell goes at 3 pm.
People move to tears.

A similar thing happened on the first Good Friday —
Lk 23:26-31

So many sermons on the words from the Cross;
but this call of Jesus was just before Crucifixion.
The only commandment on the Day of Cricifixion —

 “Do not weep for Me ...
but weep for you!”

As what we do what we ought not,
but don’t do what we ought to.

The message of Christ is still the same.

 Reports of “Laughing Revival” —
uncontrollable laughter

Laughing clubs in major cities —
The devil’s substitute for the genuine “joy of the Lord”

Four things or people we need to weep for —
1. “Weep for yourself.”

Weep for your personal life.

 Weep for our sins — Joel 2:12,13
fasting ... weeping ... mourning ...
rend your heart ... not garment ... we do neither!

We weep only for our problems, not for our sins ...
2 Cor 7:8-11 ... repentance ... salvation ...

godly sorrow ... worldy sorrow ...
We become faultfinders of others if we don’t weep
over our sins & lukewarmness —

Self-examination prevents us from despising
and condemning others —

My problem as a proofreader (from 1965).
Proofreading people is not our calling.
First remove the “beam” from your eye (Mt 7:3-5).

eg) The sinner woman “realized” her sinfulness
more than others (Lk 7:36-47) — 500/50 denarii

“rich feast” ... Sacrifices of God not burnt offering,
but brokenness, contriteness (Psa 51:16,17)

 Weep over our double-mindedness —
Js 4:7-10 ... lament ... mourn ... purify ...
i.e. not firm enough in our spiritual

convictions ... convenience ... oscillating ...
“Two opinions” ... cat on the wall ... (1 Ki 18:21)

 Weep over our material-mindedness —
Js 5:1 ... weep ... howl ...
Background: 4:13-17 ... business ... if it’s His will ...

When we thus return to God with weeping,
God will bless us with refreshig river water —

Jer 31:9 ... walk by the rivers of waters ...

2. “Weep for your children”/family.
 This call has been there even from the time of Jeremiah —

Lam 2:18,19 ... tears ... no rest to eyes ...
cry ... pour out ... children ... street ...
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Jeremiah was a weeping Prophet;
there were resemblances of him in Jesus also;
that’s why some people thought
He was Jeremiah “the” prophet! (Mt 16:14)

 Susannah Wesley — 19 children — Daily bedside prayer
John Wesley — 15th ... Revivalist
Charles Wesley — 18th ... Hymnologist (7270 hymns)

 My mother at midnights with tears ...
Not only my mother, so many other mothers
in our street in Nazareth

 Pray for the “salvation” of your children.
Pray for their protection from the evil one.
Their days will be more difficult than ours ...

Lk 23:29 ... days are coming ...
Do not envy them, pity them!

If you do not weep for them now,
you will weep for them tomorrow.

We weep for our son/daughter
only if he/she does not get a medical college seat!

What a backsliding!

 The children should know that you are more concerned
about their spiritual health than their physical wellbeing
or material prosperity.

You cannot act here!

 We also must weep for the unsaved family members —
They will go to hell, and not join us in Heaven!

3. Weep for the Church.
 The Church that is, is not the Church that was;

the Church that is, is not the Church that should be.

The Church, be it any denomination, has gone away from
Biblical standards by million miles.

 The Bible repeatedly calls us to weep for the
backslidden people of God ...

— Jer 9:1 ... O my head ... waters ... fountain of tears ...
  weep day & night ... for the slain daughter
  of My people.

13:17 ... (For the “pride” of the Church — vv9,15)
Weep in secret ... bitterly ... Lord’s flock

taken captive ...
14:17 ... tears day and night ... severe blow ...

— Daniel’s burden
Dan  7:28 ... thoughts ... face ... heart

8:27 ... fainted ... sick ...
9:3 ... fasting ... sackcloth ... ashes ...

Do these things sound as Greek & Latin to us?

— Ezra 10:1 ... weeping ... confessing ...
people wept bitterly ...

Unless the Pastors & Preachers weep,
the people will not!
That’s why, Joel 2:17 ... Let the priests ...

Not only in the Old Testament, but also in the New ...

— Paul: Acts 20:19 ... serving God with tears
  :31 ... warning people with tears

eg)  Writing about a transgressor —
2 Cor 2:4 ... With many tears ...

eg)  Writing about material-minded preachers —
Phil 3:17-19 ... tell you even weeping

— Timothy, Paul’s associate got this spirit
2 Tim 1:4 ... remembering your tears ...
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— Jesus wept over Jerusalem
before whipping the Jerusalemites (Lk 19:41)

We have too many “fears,” because too little “tears!”

 Leonard Ravenhill ... Author of “Why Revival Tarries”
My visit to his house in the USA (1985).
He looked exhausted:

He said, “Last night I was weeping, not sleeping.”
That’s why he could make statements like —
+ As the Church goes, so goes the world.
+ A sick Church cannot save a dying world.
+ The world is sleeping in darkness;

the Church is sleeping in the light.
+ The world is rushing into hellfire,

because the Church has lost the Holy Ghost fire.
+ What the Church has is not the Upper Room fire,

but supper room smoke!
+ We’ve become so “subnormal”

that the “normal” looks “abnormal!”
 Mr. Augustine Salins (1914-1985) of Mangalore, India,

was another such weeping prophet.
(Founder of Ambasssdors For Christ)

Lord, give us such prophets!
Lord, give me tears!

4. Weep for the world.
i.e. Weeping for the unsaved millions.

 One of the oldest examples —
Psa 119:136 ... rivers ... eyes ... men don’t keep Law ...

 Preaching with tears:
Paul: Christ crucified ... 1 Cor 2:2,3 ...

weakness ... fear ... trembling ...
It takes a crucified man
to preach a crucified Saviour.

Paul’s continual sorrow for Israelites —
Rom 9:1,2 ... great sorrow ... continuous grief

 10:1 ... heart’s desire ...

 A call to sow in tears ...
Psa 126:5,6 ... reap with joy ...

 General William Booth to his coworkers who were
frustrated over fruitlessness in the ministry: “Try tears!”

 Judgment is coming (Lk 23:29,30)
... barren ... mountain ... fall on us ...

i.e. the wrath of God
Corruption rampant.
Truth fallen in the streets.
Justice denied.
“Cup of Iniquity overflowing!”

 Election round the corner —
There’s no direct teaching in the Bible
to pray as to who must be elected.
Our prayer should be, “Lord, change us!”

 Conclusion
Oh for a Revival of weeping —

  a Revival of unctionized tears!
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How to Pray for Revival Camps

Introduction
 In the Lord’s Prayer,

only 1 out of 7 requests
relates to material/physical needs (Mt 6:9-13)

This must be the proportion —
What are the “physical/material” items for a Camp?

Ground Arrangements
Food Arrangements
Light & Sound Arrangements
Financial Needs
Travel Arrangements
Climatic Conditions
Stay Arrangements

etc !!!

We are admonished by Jesus to —
“Seek first God’s Kingdom & His Righteousness”

This is in the same chapter (Mt 6)
after teaching on Prayer & Fasting.

What to pray for —
1. Expectation of the delegates

Too much of worldly mindedness as against
spiritual thirst & hunger.

Unless the participants are hungry, nothing happens —

 Mt 5:6 ... hunger and thirst for righteousness
 Isa 44:3 ... water ... thirsty .... Spirit ... blessings

 Rev 22:17 ... The very “invitation” is to the thirsty.
We must pray that God brings such people.

 Similarly, Jesus: “If any man thirsts ...” (Jn 7:37-39)
 Acts 10:33 ... The expectation of Cornelius & Co.
 Jer 4:3 ... Break up fallow ground ... thorns

To some extent, people’s hearts must be prepared
 even before they come.

 This desire of course to come from God — (Phil 2:13)

2. Exposition of the Word
 Ezra 7:10 ... study ... apply ... teach
 2 Tim 2:6 ... Preacher to be the first beneficiary
 Jer 31:14 ... To the extent the “priests” are filled,

to that extent the “people.”
 1 Cor 2:12,13 ... know ... teach ... words of wisdom
 1 Cor 2:3; 2 Cor 7:5 ... The physical & emotional state

of the minister —
“weakness ... fear ... conflicts.”

 Eph 6:19 ... utterance ... boldness ...
 Num 24:3,4 ... The portrait of a messenger of God

(Similarly, vv15,16)
 Pray for a free flow of the Word (2 Thess 3:1)
 Pray for the song leaders also.

3. Enlightenment of the delegates
 Eph 1:16-18 ... wisdom ... revelation ... eyes ...
 1 Cor 2:14,15 ... natural man ... spiritual ... discern ...
 Acts 16:13,14 ... Lydia ... It is very likely the apostles

targeted the women who used to assemble there,
and prayed for them (v13)
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 Psa 119:18 ... Open my eyes ... wondrous things
 Lk 24:44,45 ... Jesus opened their understanding

so they might comprehend the Scriptures.
 Isa 50:4b,5 ... The Lord opens my ears so I will obey

(x rebel)
 Jn 6:44,45 ... The Father must draw ... He will teach

4. Empowerment of the delegates
Not mere academic input but an inflow of the Spirit.

 Acts 10:44 ... Peter still speaking ... Holy Spirit fell ...
 Acts 2:37 ... A deep conviction

(Heb 4:12 ... Two-edged sword)
 Lk 24:32 ... A heart-burning experience
 Dt 32:1,2 ... teaching ... rain ... dew ... showers

— A refreshing experience.
Similarly 2 Sam 23:2,4 ... sunrise ... rain

 Job 29:21-23 ... Practical counsel
— no more questions/confusion

 Isa 55:10,11 ... rich feeding ... “seed ... bread ... eater”
 Rom 15:4 ... comfort thro’ the Scriptures

— People come with lots of problems.
An uplifting experience from depression

Psa 119:92 ... Word ... delight ... affliction

On the whole a “REVIVING” experience —
Psa 119:25,107,154

5. Enforcement (Exercise) by the delegates
 Js 1:21-25 ... receive .... doers ... forgets

Too many sermon-tasters!
Similarly, hearers vs. doers (Rom 2:13)

 Heb 6:7,8 ... rain ... fruits or thorns?

 Jn 8:30,31 ... Not just believing but the Word “abiding”
= consistent life

Similarly, Col 3:16a,17 ... “dwell” ... whatever you do

 Enthusiastic hearers but poor doers
Ezek 33:30-32
— They even bring delegates (v30)

 It’s God who “grants” repentance
Acts 11:18 (To unbelievers)
2 Tim 2:25 (To believers)

6. Expansion of the Kingdom
(thro’ the Expression of the delegates)

 1 Thess 1:6-8 ... Word ... examples ... sounded forth ...
This must be told about every delegate.

 Ezek 34:26,27a ... all around My hill ... trees ... fruit
(cf. Jn 7:37-39)

 Jn 15:1-8 ... Fruitfulness thro’ the Word ... “more” fruit

 Col 3:16 ... Word abide richly ... one another
i.e. Edification of other believers

If we don’t reproduce with whatever we have received from
the ministry of God’s Word, we will actually lose it —

Jesus gave this warning immediately
after His Parable of the Sower & the Soils

Mt 13:12

This is one reason people lose too soon the rich truths
they receive in meetings.
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7. Exaltation of the Lord
The end of all our ministerial activities is to glorify God —

 Jn 17:4 ... glorified ... finished the work
 Rom 15:9 ... glorify God ... for this reason .... Gentiles
 Phil 2:9-11 ... every tongue ... knee ..to the glory of God
 Acts 12:21-24 ... Herod ... people ... ... but the Word

 Conclusion
For Yours is the Kingdom,
the Power and the Glory
forever and ever.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to maintain the Initial Enthusiasm
Introduction

It’s natural to lose the initial excitement and enthusiasm
in any work in course of time.

But the Bible calls us to maintain the same level
of commitment and enthusiasm throughout.

God is bothered about anything
that’s less than the “first love” (Rev 2:4)

In our Christian walk and work,
here’s how we can maintain/sustain the initial enthusiasm —

1. Consistent Obedience
The Israelites were quite obedient in the initial stages
after leaving Egypt. But they started disobeying God
in course of time —

Heb 3:14-19 ... steadfast to the end ...
hear His voice ... harden not ...
God was angry for 40 years ...

did not obey ...
Phil 2:12,13 ... as you have always obeyed ...

now much more ... work out ...
fear and trembling ...

Rom 6:22,23 ... slaves of God ... end ...
everlasting life ...

Have periodic “obedience test” as you go for “blood test.”

High cholestrol is dangerous —

eg) Jeshurun (Dt 32:15)
... grew fat and kicked ... forsook God ...

    scornfully esteemed the Rock
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Regular Bible meditation and delayless application
of its truths in life is the safeguard.

eg) C.T. Studd ... Even with dim sight, he was searching
the Scriptures to locate
any disobedience in life.

2. Steadfast Praying
Prayer is one of the spiritual disciplines in which we can
easily lose heart.

That’s why Jesus said —
Lk 18:1 ... Men always ought to pray and not to lose heart.

Apostle Paul’s teaching goes on these lines —
Rom 12:12 ... continuing steadfastly in prayer ...

Not just praying repeatedly for our needs,
but maintaining a “spirit” of prayer —
Col 4:2 ... Continue earnestly in prayer

How? By being vigilant in it with thanksgiving

3. Relentless Witnessing
Many believers cool off in their passion for souls and zeal
for soulwinning;
but here’s the Biblical exhortation —

Eccl 11:6a ... In the morning sow your seed,
    and in the evening do not withhold your hand

Remember how you witnessed for Christ soon after
your conversion.

The call of God is to stay active in it “until death” —

Rev 2:10 ...suffer ... prison ... testing ...
tribulation ... Be faithful until death

The word “witnesses” in Acts 1:8 means “martyrs” —
i.e. even if witnessing would mean martyrdom.

Living a life that witnesses for Christ will certainly bring us
persecution and unpopularity —

Mt 10:22,23 ... hated by all ... endures to the end
   ... before the Son of Man comes ...

4. Undying Love for others
When we love folks and get closer to them, their defects
and shortcomings become more and more obvious;
and our love for them becomes cold.

But Jesus —
Jn 13:1 ... He loved His disciples to the end ...

even though they utterly disappointed Him.

Genuine love “never fails” (1 Cor 13:8)

Especially, loving the unlovables —
eg) Judas (Jn 13:2 onwards)

Compare Jn 13:1 with Heb 13:1 —
“Let brotherly love continue”

Our love for people must not be “because of,”
but “in spite of.”

Do not expect any return here on earth;
but wait for the reward there in eternity!

5. Ever-increasing Giving
Cheerful givers become calculative in course of time,
because they compare themselves with the stingy.

Let’s give, give, and give, until it pinches us!

2 Cor 8:10,11 ... began ... desired ... complete ... readiness
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Jesus kept growing in giving —
He gave up the heavenly glory;
He gave up His rights and privileges;
He gave up His comforts;
Finally,
He gave up Himself !

“He was rich ... He became poor” (2 Cor 8:9)

In the beginning of our Christian life,
our giving may be immediately rewarded with blessings.
This is infant stage.
(eg. God was enticing Israel who were losing faith on Him
and going after idols.)

As we grow,
giving must be an act of worship.
Even if there’s poverty, increase in giving —

2 Cor 8:1,2 ... deep poverty ... abounding liberality ...

6. Untiring Service
Heb 6:10-12 ... have ministered ... do minister ...

same diligence until the end ...
do not become sluggish ...

We can never do too much to the poor and the needy.
The poor shall “always” be in the land —

Dt 15:11
Jesus: “The poor are always with you” (Mk 14:7)
The question : Are we always with the poor?

Do we want God to stop blessing us
when we have just enough?

Similarly, keep on ministering to the poor.

No beggar will become rich
by the extra coins we throw on his plate!

Do not ask, “Can I help everyone in the world?”
Mother Teresa: “Help people one by one!”

7. Undiminishing Love for Christ’s Return
2 Tim 4:8 ... Finally ... all who have loved His appearing

Do not grow tired of waiting.
Do not join the mockers of God’s promises—
2 Pet 3:9,12-14 ... The Lord is not slack concerning

His promise ... patient ... looking for ...

Love for Christ’s Return means,
nothing in this world is more attractive than Him!

The earth will be burnt to ashes (v12).

Keep on praying the last prayer in the Bible —
Rev 22:20 ... “Come, Lord Jesus!”
(“Your Kingdom come!” ... Mt 6:10)

 Conclusion
If we endeavour to maintain the initial dedication,
God promises —
Ezek 36:11 ... I will do better for you

than at your beginnings.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Why Revival dies
Introduction

 Revival means fires falling from Heaven.
— These must not be quenched.

 Revival means showers pouring from Above.
— These must not be wasted.

 Revival means rivers flowing from God.
— These must not be blocked.

The Holy Spirit is the Author of Revival
He can be resisted, grieved, quenched.

Lessons from Acts & Ezekiel 36-37
1. Idolisation of human instruments

God sends revival “for His Name sake” (Ezek 36:21,22)
God uses human instruments in revival,
but they must not be idolised.

Acts 3:12,13 ... Peter: Why look at “us?”
 10:25,26 ... Peter to Cornelius: I am also a man!
 14:11-15,18 ... Paul & Barnabas:

 Why are you doing these things?
Revival is not mainly to make us happy,
but to make His Name hallowed! (Ezek 36:21,22)

God will never share His glory with anyone —
Isa 42:8; 48:11

D.L. Moody: “Lord, let me never touch Your glory!”
At the end of a sermon,
the congregation must exclaim, “What a Saviour!”
and not “What a speaker!”

“I am the Lord” (Ezek 37:6; 36:38)
Protest all religious showmanship!

Apostle John’s mistake twice in the Book of Revelation —

Rev 19:10 (especially because
 22:8,9 the angel was “prophesying”)

Fortunately no 23rd chapter!

The last line of Ezekiel’s prophecy —
“THE LORD IS THERE” (Ezek 48:35)
No other attraction!

2. Denominationalisation
Following the Revival in the Valley of Bones —

Ezek 37:22c ...  “They shall never be divided into
two kingdoms again!”

God nominates; man denominationalises.
It is sin.
It’s abomination before God.

During Revival, everyone becomes active;
people tend to polarise according to their tastes.

Reasons for divisions —

 Around personalities —

1 Cor 1:11-13 ... Paul ... Apollos ... Cephas
 Paul kept no record of baptisms (vv14-16)
 Jesus did not baptize anyone (Jn 4:1,2)
 Philip snatched away! (Acts 8:38,39)

 On different doctrinal emphases —
(Sectarianism)
Illustrate: 5 blind men and an elephent.

Baptism ... Baptism ... Baptism  Baptists
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Only “brothers” ... Only brothers  Brethren
Methods ... Methods  Methodists

Anything too much is nauseating!
eg) honey (Prov 25:16,27a)

 On disputes and differences of opinions —

Acts 15:36-39 ... Paul and Barnabas
This is not to justify divisions
but to serve as an example of warning.

Continuous outpouring of revival blessing
only when God’s people dwell in “unity” (Psa 133)

Life “evermore!”
Secret of Pentecost: ONENESS — Acts 2:1 & 2:46

3. Deviation
Revival ushers in 1000s of souls —

Acts 6:1-4 ... multiplying ... murmuring ...

The priority should always be praying and preaching.

Preachers & Pastors should not sacrifice this.

Administration steals the time that must be spent
in prayer and sermon preparation.

We must trust people —
eg) Jesus gave the keys to Peter,

who was known for weakness.

 Jesus gave the money bag to Judas,
who was known for corruption.

Your money can be stolen, but not your ministry.

Ministers should not involve too much in “social” activities
and “material” things —
No message because not enough time spent in secret.

“What you hear in the dark ... shout in the light” (Mt 10:27)

 Present day Prosperity doctrine dangerous —
eg) The Lord’s Prayer — material needs: 1/7

 Sermon on Mount — Seek first the Kingdom.

Without health & wealth you can go to Heaven;
but with filth you cannot.
A leper not healed can enter Heaven;

but a sinner not saved cannot!
Central vs. Circumferential
Phil 3:18,19 ... Belly becomes God.

Enemies of the Cross.

4. Liberalisation
Both lilies and tares spring up following thunder showers!

(a) Dilution of Doctrine

The Holy Spirit is outpoured to make us not only
spiritual but also more and more Scriptural —
Ezek 36:27 ... My Spirit ... My statutes ...
Acts 2:42 ... steadfast in doctrine (FIRST!)

Acts 15:1,2,22,30,32 ... Antioch believers disturbed
and so the Jerusalem Council.

Circumcision a strange fire.
Acts 19:8,9 ... Paul at Ephesus/School of Tyrannus

... following an outpouring (v6)
Daily Bible Study for 2 years!
Result: v20 ... Word grew mightily

When the Holy Spirit is outpoured,
the devil releases the hellish spirits also.

False doctrines usually take advantage of
sensationalism during revival.
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Visions, dreams, prophesying, transportation
(Spiritual vs. Scriptural)

 Also, beware of liberals!
Not even greeting if he’s a liberal (2 Jn 10,11)

Inerrancy, Infallibility of the Bible/Virgin birth/His sinless
life/Bodily resurrection & ascension/Personality of the
Spirit/Second Coming/Literal Heaven & Hell, etc.

(b) Laxity in Life

Acts 15:28,29 ... idolatry ... immorality
1 Cor 5:1,6 ... immorality ... leaven
1 Cor 6:18,19 ... immorality ... body ... Temple

5. Commercialization
Acts 8:18-21 ... Simon the Sorcerer

Miracles, signs & wonders are plenty during revival.
The gifted men tend to make use of their gifts to raise
money for their pet projects and self-glorifying programmes.
Moneyed people try to woo and attract gifted preachers
to bless their corrupt businesses.

  eg) Special prayers for special offerings.
(Forgiveness tickets sold by the Pope).
Selling prayer oil & handkerchiefs.
Jesus warned against any price tag for healing —

 (Mt 10:8)
Peter’s stern rebuke to the Sorcerer (Acts 8:20-23)

Fall of many ministers due to covetousness.

“Love of money ... but you, O man of God!” (1 Tim 6:10,11)

eg) Acts 2: people laid money at the apostles’ feet.
Acts 3: Peter says: “Silver and gold I do not have!”

How?
Money “at their feet,” not in their fist!

That’s the right place to keep money —
eg) Gold underfoot in Heaven (Rev 21:21)

Diamonds & Pearls underground (Rev 21:19)
Today we carry gold — Tomorrow gold will carry us!

Money for ministry; not, ministry for money!

6. Mechanisation
Revival brings in lots of souls as fruits.
The work expands.
Everything becomes a routine.
Loss of “feeling” and “freshness.”
Quality sacrificed for quantity.

eg) Printed letters
 Fixed formats

Computerised religion!
Share the ministry with others (Ex 18:13-27)

Tongues, Prophecy, Faith, etc...but no love! (1 Cor 13:1-3)

Hectic activities but no first love!
Rev 2:3-5

The Ephesian Church was born in Revival (Acts 19:1-7)
The Epistle to it was on being in the Heavenlies!

(Eph 1:3)
7. Stagnation

Revival: Showers   Fire    Rivers
(All these are mobile.)

Three stages people go through —
Salvation  Satisfaction  Stagnation

After rich revival blessings, we feel having “attained.”
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(a) Life: Rev 22:11b
More holiness/more righteousness.
Keep pressing on!

We pray before a Revival Crusade and not after,
but Peter & John after 3000 were saved (Acts 2:41; 3:1)

Nathanael was excited!
— “You are the King!” (Jn 1:47-51)

But Jesus said ... “Still greater things!”
i.e. Open Heaven! Don’t stop until you reach there!

We have tasted the former rain;
let’s seek the Lord for the latter rain!

(Joel 2:23; Zech 10:1)
(b) Ministry: Acts 1:8/8:1 ... scattering ...

 2:46,47 ... Don’t get stuck in Jerusalem
 Evangelisation of the whole world is our ultimate!

 Starting in Jerusalem (Ezek 36:38) All these are the
 Ending in all Nations (  37:28) “last” verses of

(  38:23)  these chapters!

“The Gospel shall be preached to all the Nations;
and THEN the end shall come!” (Mt 24:14)

Search me, O God!

Search me, O God, and know my heart today
Try me, O Saviour, know my thoughts I pray
See if there be some wicked way in me
Cleanse me from every sin and set me free.

I praise Thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin
Fulfil Thy Word and make me pure within
Fill me with fire where once I burned with shame
Grant my desire to magnify Thy name.

Lord take my life and make it wholly Thine
Fill my poor heart with Thy great love divine
Take all my will, my passion, self and pride
I now surrender Lord in me abide.

O Holy Ghost revival comes from Thee
Send a revival, start the work in me
Thy Word declares, Thou wilt supply our need
For a revival Lord, we humbly plead.

— J. Edwin Orr, 1912-1987
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Blessed to Bless!
Introduction

 God used so many men and women to carry out
His purposes on earth, but only one was made the “father”
of all those who believe —

Abraham
Rom 4:11 ... father of all who believe

 :17 ... father of many nations

This has a missionary purpose.

Abraham was the first missionary —
Gen 12:1-3 ... Go ...

Twofold Promise:
(a) I will bless you.
(b) You shall be a blessing.

So much is talked about (a),
but too little about (b).

i.e. Privilege to be Blessed
vs.

Responsibility to be a Blessing

 The very first call of Jesus —

Mt 4:19 ... “I’ll make you fishers of men”
  i.e. “I’ll make you a blessing!”

The basic teaching of Jesus —

Mt 5:13 ... “salt”
 — for the earth

  :14  ... “light”
 — of the world

F



God’s missionary purpose —
Salt: Not to be kept in the bottle

— but to be shaken and spread, sprayed.
Otherwise “too salty”

Light: Not to be kept under a basket
— but to be shining

Otherwise “too flashy”

Bottle ... Basket ... Church compound,
our own community (even Carols!)

 Why did God choose the Jews —

Nothing special about them,
but to make them channels of blessing (Isa 43:21)

Salt to be sprayed — Jesus’ Sermon to Jews

Their failure:
Separation x Seclusion
Integration, Infusion x Isolation, Insulation

Because they failed,
God bypassed them & has chosen us, non-Jews—
1 Pet 2:9,10 ... Once not a people, but now His own

Everything God gives us is to be used to bless others—
“Blessed to Bless!”

God’s blessings to us to make us a blessing to others —

1. Peace
 Jn 20:21 ... “Peace ... As the father sent Me ...”

Fear/Questions/Doubts/Turbulent minds —
“Shalom!”

 This peace is not just for us —
Eph 2:17 ... “far and near!”

 That’s why,
“Whichever house you enter, say Peace! ...”

Lk 10:5
Peace for family — Lydia

Cornelius
Jailer
Zacchaeus

 “Beautiful feet” ... Rom 10:15
“Gospel of Peace”

  Peacemakers ... sons of God (Mt 5:9)
i.e Help people make peace with God & men

  Ever ready ... Eph 6:15
Shoes ... Gospel of Peace!

i.e. Buy every opportunity to share the Gospel.
Do not lose any chance.

2. Power
Acts 1:8
— Not a political kingdom or political liberation (v6)

 Jesus’ Testimony:
Anointed to Preach (Lk 4:18,19)

 Fellowship of the Spirit for witnessing —
Acts 5:32 (Peter & Apostles)

 Every time they were filled with the Spirit,
it was for a renewed boldness—

Acts 4:31
Not for excitement/enjoyment

“The place was shaken ...”
 Tarrying is only “until ...”

Then Go!
(Lk 24:47-49)
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Read: “The Purpose of Pentecost”
www.StanleyOnBible.com

 Renewal of the anointing for what?
2 Tim 1:6-8 ... stir up ... speak up ...

Power connection is given,
but you must switch it on!

 Signs & Gifts — for what? (Mk 16:17-20)
“Cast out demons”

— Go where folks are demon-possessed.

“deadly thing ... snakes”
— Go to the so-called God-forsaken places!

Not simply speaking in tongues!

3. Presence
 Mt 28:19,20 ... Great Commission

  Go ... Lo, I’m with you!
 Mk 16:19,20 ... the Lord working with them ...

 Paul (a) Corinth — opposition & blasphemy
Acts 18:9,10 ... I’m with you!
Do NOT keep silent!

(b) As in Jerusalem ... in Rome also ...
(While in Jerusalem, beaten up) ... Acts 23:11

 Stephen’s face shining!

The presence of God
According to a famous Hebrew Prayer —

Psa 67:1,2 ... His face to shine on us ...
salvation to all nations

 “It’s good for us to be here!”? (Mt 17:4,14,15)
No, let’s go down to meet people’s needs.

Soulwinners experience the presence of God unusually —
2 Tim 4:16,17 ... Even if no one stands with you!

4. Purity
Jn 17:17,18 ... Sanctify ... sent ... send ...
Not to be dusted Sunday after Sunday for the
showcase, but for use (2 Tim 2:21).

 Moses: Ex 3:5,10
Remove sandals ... I send you ...

 Isaiah: Isa 6:7-9
lips touched ... sin purged ... Go!

 More purity by more witnessing
Jn 15:2 ... fruitful branch ... pruning

5. Physique
Sunday School Chorus —

Two little hands to work for Jesus;
Two little legs to walk for Jesus;
One little mouth to speak for Jesus!

 “Beautiful feet” ...
Isa 52:7 / Nah 1:15a / Rom 10:15

“Good News ... peace ... glad tidings ... salvation”

eg) Sadhu Sundersingh (1889-1929?)
“An apostle of bleeding feet”

 Glorify God thro’ the organs of the body
1 Cor 6:20 ... bought at a price ...

 Paul: “as much as is in me”
Rom 1:15 ... I am ready to preach ...

eg) Louis Braille (1809-1852)
Blind from the 3rd year.
Braille for the Blind.
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 Fanny Crosby (1823-1915) Blind thro’out her life
— 8000 hymns

 Thomas Alva Edison (1847-1931)
— half deaf ... inventor of gramaphone

 Moses’ excuse: “Stammering lips”
Ex 4:10-12

Are you waiting to serve God “after” retirement?
No, love (+ serve) God with all your “strength.”

6. Prosperity
 2 Ki 7:8,9

Syrian army fled leaving gold and goodies
... 4 lepers

 Neh 8:10 ... fat ... sweet ... nothing is prepared

 John (Lk 3:10,11) ... 2 shirts ... 1 shirt

 Philippian Church (Phil 4:15,16)
To this Church, the promise (v19) —

“My God shall supply all your need”
 “Plundering” of goods ...

Heb 10:34

 Jesus was supported by influencial women
Lk 8:2,3 ... Joanna ... Susanna ...
A call to women!

 CT Studd (1862-1931): All his wealth ... his fiancee ...

“If Christ had died for me,
no sacrifice I make can be great!”

 Only when we give our best to God,
the whole house (world) will be filled
with the fragrance of the Gospel

— Mary’s perfume (Mt 26:13)

7. Precepts (Teachings)

 Mt 10:27 ... dark ... light ... housetops
The very next verse ... kill ... body ... (v28)

i.e. Persecution for the Gospel

 Mt 28:20 ... Great Commission
“Teach” them all I have commanded you.

 No other generation has received
so much of Bible knowledge.

But, stagnation!

Keep giving out —
Do not be like the Dead Sea!

Do not hoard grains —
Prov 11:24-26

The people will curse him who witholds grain;
but blessing will be on the head of him who sells it!

 Conclusion
Whatever God has given us is a talent —

... If you do not use it, you’ll lose it!

... Well done ... good & faithful servant (Mt 25:21,23)

Blessed to Bless!
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   The Anatomy of Evangelism
Introduction

Praise God for the Missionary Organisations and
Evangelistic Associations God has raised in India.

But the percentage of Christians has not exceeded 3.
Why? Too few are doing too big a job

accomplishing too little.
Solution: EVERY Christian must involve in

— Personal Soulwinning
— Neighbourhood Evangelism
— Frontier Missions.

“Fulltime” workers alone cannot get this job done!

Every heart without Christ is a mission field;
Every person with Christ is a mission force.

How to be effective in this calling —
In other words,
How to be a Missionary Christian —

The “Anatomy” of Evangelism
1. Bright Eyes — VISION

Jn 4:31-35 ... Lift up your eyes ...

— Take off your eyes from the physical realm
    and look at the spiritual needs of people.

Nothing like seeing — Visit pioneer mission fields.

Ask God for a second touch —
“To see people, not as trees, but as people!”

Or even a third touch —
“To see people, not as people, but as eternal souls!”

Each unbeliever/non-Christian is an opportunity.
Pessimists — See difficulty in every opportunity.
Optimists — See opportunity in every difficulty.

VISION + ACTION = MISSION

Holy imaginations: The Cross on the Parliament House/
Church bell in every village/A daily newspaper,

“THE CHRISTIAN”
Last days ... “VISIONS” —

Every one who calls on the Lord ... (Acts 2:17,21)

2. Bleeding Heart — PASSION
(A Burdened heart)

Vision begets passion.
Mt 9:36 ... When Jesus saw the multitudes,

He was moved with compassion ...

Paul’s Passion — Rom 9:1-3; 10:1
... great sorrow ... continuous grief ... heart’s desire

When there’s such a passion,
selfishness becomes selflessness.

Paul: “I’m ready to be cursed!” (Rom 9:3)
Moses: “Strike off my name from Your Book!” (Ex 32:32)

Loving others as ourselves.
We are heavenbound; but others?

Psalmist: Rivers of water from my eyes (Psa 119:136)

Without Christ, anyone is lost forever.
Christ is for everyone (Rom 3:29; 1 Jn 2:2)

“I will preach like a dying man to dying men!”
— Richard Baxter (1615-1691)
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3. Bent Knees — INTERCESSION

The first obligation in missionary evangelism is prayer—
Mt 9:37,38 ... harvest plenty ...

labourers few ... pray therefore ...

First of all, prayer for ALL Men (1 Tim 2:1,3,4)

World Maps & Prayer Calendars

a) Pray for the people (Eye-opening ... 2 Cor 4:4)
eg) Lydia’s heart opened (Acts 16:14)

b) Pray for boldness for the frontliners —
Eph 6:18,19 ... for boldness
Col 4:2-4 ... for open doors

Also for the wellbeing of missionaries.
Preventive Prayer against —

Defilement/Diseases/Depression/Divisions/Dangers

Use Missionary Periodicals in family prayers.
Join Missionary prayer cells.

Put an end to selfish praying.
— Attend missionary prayer meetings

rather than healing prayer meetings.
— God’s heart ache vs. our head aches and hip aches!

4. Bold Lips — PROCLAMATION
(Bursting Lips)

Jn 18:37 — Bold witness of Jesus before Pilate
Similarly Timothy was urged — 1 Tim 6:12,13

Proclamation need not always be preaching;
it’s essentially sharing.

Just like you pray for bread and then go to work,
you pray for boldness and then open your month —

Psa 51:15

Break the silence by a “smile” —
The smile is the shortest distance between two people.
Share Christ thro’ a Testimony, a Tract, ...

Atleast one person a day.
When you start testifying, you would like to testify even more.

 Do not develop an inferiority complex
thinking about your past life —
eg) Samaritan woman

— A Testimony to what Christ has told concerning her
(Jn 4:29)

Demon-possessed man
—“What God has done to you” (Mk 5:19)

 A fruitful branch is further pruned! (Jn 15:2)

 Personal evangelism is the most effective tool in reaching
people, especially the youth.

Do not argue.
Present the simple Gospel.
“The Gospel is the power of God to salvation
to the wise and the unwise” (Rom 1:14-16)

Power of Personal Soulwinning —

   eg) A 100-member Congregation, in January —
If each member wins one other person
and makes him a soulwinner in a month’s time,
the number swells upto 200 in February.
If this process continues,
400 in March, 800 in April, ...
... 2,04,800 in December!

Even if 50% backslide, the congregation multiplies
1000 times in a year’s time!
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Pray for an anointing —
Acts 4:31  (Purpose of Pentecost —

Speaking in Tongues or reaching every Tongue?)

The Government can stop crusade evangelism
but not personal soulwinning.

One Crusade Evangelist and 1000 volunteers may not be
able to bring 1000 converts to Church;
but each personal soulwinner can bring one, and so 1000!

5. Blessing Hands — MINISTRATION

Jesus is no more in a physical body on earth today —
Our hands are the extension of His!
As He was in the world, ... (1 Jn 4:17c)

Jesus “touched” people for healing,
even though it was not a must;
He could raise even the dead by a “word!”

 “Not to be ministered unto but to minister”

The sick
The imprisoned What you do to them

The strangers/homeless is done to Christ

The foodless (Mt 25:34-40)

The Samaritan, the untouchable man, was the “neighbour!”
Do not become too busy with your routine & religion!

Lk 10 (Priest or Pastor/Levite or Leader)
People with specific needs everywhere.

 Give liberally to —
a) help the needy
b) reach the unreached

David Barrett a Missions Reseacher:
95% of offerings spent for Christians only.

Acts 2:4 or 2:44?

+ Sponsor-a-Missionary (fully/partially)
+ Adopt-a-Field
+ Build-a-Church
+ Donate-a-Vehicle

Make a commitment — regular remittance
Systematic + Sacrificial

6. Beautiful Feet — INVASION
Eph 6:15 ... Shoes of readiness
Isa 52:7 ... How beautiful are the feet ...
(Not van or can or fan but man!)

Open-air evangelism
Village outreach
Tract distribution

Mt 9:35 ... Jesus went about ...

David Livingstone & C.T. Studd walked into the
jungles of Africa.

Form small teams.
A family team of husband + wife + children.
Be regular.

How shall they hear without a preacher? (Rom 10:13-15)

Do not be wasting your time among
the disobedient Christians — (vv20,21)

7. Binding Body — INDUCTION

Jn 10:16 ... Other sheep ... One flock
A nation that’s divided ...
A city that’s divided ...
A family that's divided ... (Mt 12:25)
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Let’s add —
A Church that’s divided ...

Evangelism is a great unifier —
eg) Quarelling sailors in a ship rescuing a sinking man!

Unity of the early Church and daily addition —
Acts 2:46,47

Nets alone not sufficient; baskets must be readied.

The fruits of Evangelistic Campaigns are not preserved
because Churches are not united.
We unite before the Campaign but not after!

While sowing, we are united;
while reaping, we are divided.

Are we not gathering the harvest for the same Master?
Are we not “coworkers” with God? (1 Cor 3:9)

Partnership!

 Conclusion
Give careful and conscious attention to these seven
aspects.
Then, you will fulfil your calling as a Missionary Christian.

You will be a Head-to-Foot Missionary!

93

The Courageless Disciple

Introduction
Text: Mt 26:69-75

I — Simple denial (v70)
II — Denial with an oath (v72)
III — Denial with cursing (v74)

Simon (Greek) = hearing  original name
Peter (Greek) = stone  surname
Cephas (Aramaic) = rock

The study of the life of Peter is an encouragement
for everyone!

An oscillating and vascillating fisherman
became a solid and steady apostle!

The courageless disciple was changed
from being shifting sand to a solid stone!

Backslider! Take hope in Peter’s restoration!
Jesus specially cared for this
courageless disciple — Mk 16:6,7

Everything Peter did during the Passion Week
was out of FEAR —

eg) Cutting someone’s ear-lobe!
Jn 18:10,11 — High Priest’s servant —

Poor sexton!
The sexton’s relative threatened him —

Jn 18:26
The dramatic change in Peter’s life is noticed in his
Epistles —

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



528527

Three vital areas to be courageous —
1. Courage to witness for Christ

1 Pet 2:9 ... Royal Priests for Royal Proclamation.
On His Majesty’s Service!

A fisherman is speaking palace language!

Dear Believer, who are you?

 Chosen Generation — Not Abraham’s fleshly lineage.
 Royal Priesthood — OT vs. NT
 All are clergy! No laity in the NT
 Holy Nation — Not simply Israel
 His own special people — Not just VIPs but VVIPs!

3:15 ... Eveready witnesses ...
4:10,11 ... Each one has a gift!

Speak as the “oracles” of God
= Majestic Message

“dominion” = sovereignty

Peter after Pentecost —

Act 2:14 ...“raised” his voice ...”
  3:6 ...  What I “have” I give you!

(Imagine his boldness in lifting up the 40-yr old fellow!)

  4:13 ...“boldness” of Peter and John
“uneducated”
“untrained”
 but Unctioned!

Today we have graduation
and ordination but no unction!

  4:20 ... We cannot but speak!
  5:29,30 ... We’ll obey “God rather than men.”

2. Courage to oppose the apostates

Not only to stand for the truth
but also to stand against untruth!

2 Pet 1:19-21 ... Bible not of private origin

The Bible “contains” the Word of God 
The Bible “is” the Word of God 

2:1-3 ... False teachers ... “denying the Lord”
— i.e. They say, Christ is one of the ways!

“many” will follow them!

“Truth is usually in the minority in this evil world”
 — C.H. Spurgeon

3:3,4,16 ...
Scoffers — Second Coming questioned
Twisters — eg) Removing the miracle

 element from Bible
“For evil to triumph, good men should do nothing!”

“I can’t abide cowardice;
 I refuse to make my God and Saviour a non-entity!”

— C.T. Studd

“A dog barks when his master is attacked;
 I would be a coward if I saw that God’s truth is attacked
 and yet would remain silent, without giving my sound!”

— John Calvin
3. Courage to face trials and suffering

1 Pet 1:6,7 ... Faith ... Gold ... Testing
Gold can be bought
but Faith can only be got!
“All men do not have faith!” (2 Thess 3:2)
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2:21 ...  Suffering ... example ... steps
Gandhi has left caps.
Christ has left steps!

3:14 ... Do not be afraid of threats!
eg) Daniel/Darius/Lion
Kings/King of animals
“Righteous as bold as a lion!” (Prov 28:1)

Hananiah, Azariah, Mishael
Fire! — Love for God is a greater fire!

(SS 8:6,7)
Love walk with the 4th Young Man!

Jesus to Peter: “Do you love Me?” (Jn 21:15-17)

1 Pet 4:12,13 ... fiery trial ... glory ...
5:8-10 ... the devil like a lion ...

Yes, he is only an imitator!
Martin Luther: “Even if all the tiles would become devils,

 here I stand!”
J.C. Ryle: “There are no gains without pains!”
“I would rather have holy pain than unholy pleasure!”

Peter was named a “solid rock;”
but he was a “stumbling block”
before Pentecost — avoiding suffering.

Now he is changed!
He has fallen in love with Jesus!
“Perfect love casts away fear!” (1 Jn 4:18)

Finally,
Peter told his executors, “Crucify me upside down!”

If Christ could change Simon Peter,
He can change me too!

94
Lessons on Evangelism

from the Holy Week

Introduction

 The suffering of Christ was for the Salvation
of the whole world — 1 Jn 2:2

Christ: “When I am lifted up, I shall draw all men”
Jn 12:32

eg) Philip preached Christ to the Ethiopian official
from Isaiah 53 — Acts 8:32,33,35

The most important passage on the suffering of Christ

 Jesus was passionate after souls from beginning to end,
but the intensity heightened during the Last Week.

Every incident during the Passion Week teaches us
many strategic lessons concerning missionary evangelism.

Let’s look at 7 of them, Palm Sunday to Good Friday.

1. The Tethered Donkey
Mt 21:1-3

Atleast 6 lessons from this incident —

a) A picture of Rural Evangelism —

India lives in Villages ... 80%
(even though there’s so much of urbanisation these days)

“If villages prosper, India prospers” — Morarji Desai

But 80% of our work is among the 20%. i.e. urbanites
6,00,000 villages ...  many without a witness
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A missionary to a shopkeeper in a village:
“Do you know Jesus?”
Answer: “I don’t sell it in this shop.”

An Evangelist to an old villager:
“Have you heard about Jesus?”
Answer: “He is not in this village!”

Govt. scheme: Computer & Cellphone for every villager

b) Like the donkey, people are bound by superstitious
beliefs & lifelong fears —

eg) Orissa — Bonda Women ... scanty clothes
Rajasthan — Child marriages
Karnataka — Temple prostitution
M.P. — Branding the skin with

hot iron (witchdoctors)
Wanted Careys to crusade against Sati!
Unless we leave Nazareth for Napthali,

people will continue in darkness (Mt 4:13-16)
c) Colt also tied — Innocent & ignorant children

They are enthusiastic.
“Kingdom theirs!”
eg) VBS gave birth to several Missions.

d) Sent two disciples —
“two by two” (Lk 10:1)
Do not wait for 10 or 12. Start with 2.
Husband & wife team (like Acquila & Priscilla)

e) Jesus sat on a “she” donkey!
Women ministers —

Pandit Ramabai — Mukti Mission (Maharashtra)
Amy Carmichael — Dohnavur Fellowship (Tamilnadu)
Mary Slessor — Cannibals (Calabar, Africa)

f ) “The Lord wants them!”
Oppositions & threats
“All authority ... Go therefore ...” (Mt 28:18,19)

2. The Open-air Procession
Mt 21:7-10

 To impact communities —
“the entire city” was moved!

— In the streets ... not inside the Sanctuary!
— Jesus imprisoned inside the 4 walls of the Church
— Even Carols

(Sleepy Christians disturbing sleeping Christians!)
— Church-compound mentality

“Jesus crucified not in a Cathedral but among  Criminals”
OUTSIDE JERUSALEM (Heb 13:12,13)

 Go on Gospel Processions —
atleast as small groups
eg) Salvation Army (early days)

Meetingplace  Marketplace
(Acts 17:17)
And 20:20 vision! Publicly & personally

On public holidays, all Churches can come together
for such common programmes!

 John the Baptist —
Outside the Temple! (Lk 3:2,6)

We are to follow him —
“until now ... violence ... force” (Mt 11:12)

Highways ... byways ... lanes ... (Mt 22:9,10; Lk 14:21)
Jesus: Seashores ... mountainside ... graveyards ...

Bring the lost ... the last ... the least!
Fill the banqueting hall (Lk 14:23)
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 Open-air evangelism is hard work —
“Soil your clothes & garments!” (Mt 21:7,8)

Did not Jesus trod the winepress of God’s anger alone,
staining His garments with blood? (Isa 63:3)

 Bright banners ... sacred symbols ... stirring slogans ...
Artwork is a gift of the Holy Spirit (Ex 31:1-5)

Encourage youngsters for creativity —
eg) spreading blazers & branches was the people’s idea!

Do not quench the youth’s enthusiasm —
Mt 21:15,16 — “Ask them to be silent!”

eg) I was encouraged in my early years by —
Rev. K.S. Abraham (FMPB)
Rev. P. Jebamani (P. Samuel’s elder brother)

Musical performance in busy corners —
eg) College days: Tin megaphone, tambourine.

Silent Street Witnessing
3. The Misused Temple

Mk 11:15-17 ... House of Prayer for ALL Nations

Our Church buildings —
Offices of corruption
Objects of court cases

Why?
We have all sorts of names for our Church buildings,
but the Name given by Jehovah: “HOUSE OF PRAYER”

For “ALL” Nations — Programmes to attract
non-Christians

King Solomon’s dedication prayer for the Temple —
1 Ki 8:41-43

End of his prayer (v60) ... THAT all the peoples may know...

Missionary prayer meetings —
thin attendance

Pastors, make atleast 1 of the 4 Sunday Services
a Missionary Prayer Meeting!

Don’t say, we cannot change our people!
If we cannot change the Church,
how can we change the country?

Oswald J. Smith —
“A Church that does not evangelize will fossilize!”

Buildings become Monuments.

Jesus was not impressed by buildings —
(Mk 13:1,2) ... AD 70 ... destroyed by Romans

Secret of the early Church: Mobile Pulpits
(like mobile phones)

Over-investment in buildings —
Cushioning the pews
Carpeting the floor
Conditioning the halls
Curtaining the altar
Colouring the walls
whereas there are Churches without money for
covering their roof !

Mega Churches: Instead of one hall to hold 10,000 members,
why not 10 halls to hold 1000 members each?

 Another lesson:
— doves sold after all for sacrifice
— money exchange for Greek & Roman coins

 for Temple tax
Don’t commercialize religion! (“Den of thieves”)
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Do not talk too much about funds —
eg) “Last week’s offering or Last week’s baptisms?”

Which is more important?

4. The Fruitless Tree
Mt 21:18,19

Three observations:
a) Fruitless Christian — Self-contradiction

Saved to save ...
Blessed to bless ... (Abraham) (Gen 12:2)
Jn 15:16 ...  “I chose you ... fruit ...”
Mt 4:19 ... “Follow Me ... fishers ...”
Not an option but an obligation!

Fruitlessness is not just laziness, it is “wickedness.”
(Mt 25:26)

b) Pretence of the Tree
Do not deceive by generalised accounts &
statements —
“Individual” accountability —

Rev 22:12 ... “Everyone”
5 talents ... 2 talents ... “To whom much”

c) This tree instantly cursed.

Another Parable (Lk 13:6-9)
3 years & 4th year! (Fig tree in a Vineyard)

This is following vv1-5 ... “unless you repent”

Why were our lives spared in Tsunami 2004?
Invest: Time ... Talents ... Treasure

5. The Sacrificial Women
Two Incidents on Tuesday —

a) Poor Widow (2 mites) (Mk 12:41-44)
b) A Woman  (perfume) (Mt 26:6-13)

The lessons —
i) They trusted the Lord for their future

a) Widow: Her entire livelihood
b) Woman: 1 year wages ... dowry for groom

ii) Linked to world evangelism: Mt 26:13

eg) CT Studd ... Gave all to Missions ...
including what was kept for his bride

Your Church budget —
What’s the primary item?

John Wesley: “The Church is the only Society on earth that
 functions for the benefit of its non-members!”

“The World is my Parish!”

 Come out of the OT mentality of just Tithing —

It was just a “tutor” ... to bring us to Christ!
(Gal 3:24,25)

Start there ... Do not stay there!

 The same day ... Judas struck a deal

Mt 26:13-16 ... “THEN ...” (v14)
Mk 14:9-11 ... “THEN ...” (v10)

For the woman: 1 year earnings smaller than her Lord
For Judas: 1 month earning greater than his Lord

6. The Fearless Witness
Jn 18:37 ... before Pilate ...

a) Because of Prayer —
Willing mind ... weak flesh (Mt 26:39-41)

Peter denied thrice (Mt 26:40)
But Jesus declared thrice ...

“I am He!” (Jn 18:4-8)
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Knee failure ...
Buckling under threats ...
Early apostles ... “Hour of Prayer” (Acts 3:1)

“House of Prayer”

b) Because of the Spirit’s anointing —

Building & Battling go together (Mt 16:18)
“Neither by might ... but My Spirit” (Zech 4:6)

Building the Temple (v9)

Spiritual battles cannot be won by
— Intellectual brilliance
— Oratorical skill
— Technological expertise
— Social status
— Financial power
— Institutional strength

Paul quoted Jesus while inspiring Timothy —

1 Tim 6:12,13 ... before Pontius Pilate

Persecution everywhere.
Days of martyrdom not past.

7. The Dying Thief
Lk 23:39-43

 Personal Soulwinning
Jesus ... Nicodemus

Zaccheaus
One lost sheep

Everywhere He was a personal Soulwinner.
We need second touch to see men as men, and even
a third touch to see men as souls! (Mk 8:22-25).
Each one to reach one!

Too much money spent in mass Meetings —

Public crusades can be banned, but personal soulwinning
cannot be stopped.
T.L. Osborn: “Restoration of the art of personal soulwining

 is the rediscovery of the NT Christianity!”

 Conclusion
1. Go to the villages & deliver people from bondage.
2. Conduct open-air evangelism.
3. Do not overspend on buildings.
4. Understand why God has extended your life.
5. Give sacrificially for missions.
6. Depend on the Spirit’s power.
7. Give yourself to personal soulwinning.

Then,
the Crucified Saviour “shall see the travail of His soul,
and be satisfied!” (Isa 53:11)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Secrets of Apostolic Evangelism
Introduction

 The phenomenal growth of the early Church —

Acts 1 — 120 disciples (1:15)
2 — 3000 (2:41)
4 — 5000 (4:4)
5 — Multitudes (5:14)
6 — Great multiplication (6:7)

They did not have any of the facilities we have, but —
 120 Christians filled Jerusalem with their doctrine;

but today 120 Churches go unnoticed.

 They turned the world upside down;
but today the world turns us upside down!

What was the secret of their success?
What is the reason for our failure?

7 Secrets!

1. Authority of Christ
Great “Commission” (Mt 28:18)
Peter & John — “Whom to obey?” (Acts 4:19)

(Rulers, Elders, Scribes, Priests — 4:5,6)

Lame man — “In the Name of ...” (Acts 3:6)
Their prayers — Acts 4:24

“Lord, You are God ... heavens, earth, sea ...”

Paul to Timothy (2 Tim 4:1,2)
“God ... Lord ... Kingdom ...”

eg) Because, they were under Christ’s authority —
Positive — Centurion — “I am a man under ...” (Lk 7:8)
Negative — 7 sons of Sceva in Ephesus —

“In the Name ...” (Acts 19:13-16)
 Personal commitment —

“Believe on the LORD Jesus (Saviour) Christ (Messiah)”
(Acts 16:31)

2. Power of the Spirit
“Tarry until ...” (Lk 24:47-49)
“Commanded not to depart ...” (Acts 1:4)
Last words of Jesus (Acts 1:8)
Boldness thro’ the Spirit (Acts 4:31)
Partnership in Witnessing (Acts 5:32)
Power on Congregations (Acts 10:44)
First question to converts (Acts 19:1,2)
Repentance & Baptism to receive the Spirit (Acts 2:38)
The prevailing spirit of prayer all thro’ Acts

We have structures, systems but no Spirit!
“Neither by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit” (Zech 4:6)

Institution ... Influence ... Intelligence ...
Outpouring  Ingathering (Ezek 34:26)

3. Strength of Unity
Day of Pentecost (120 disciples) (Acts 2:1)
One heart (5000 believers) (Acts 4:32,33)

Team spirit —
eg) Peter “and” John (3:1) — different temperaments
     Paul “and” Barnabas (or) Paul “and” Silas

The “two by two” principle of Jesus (Lk 10:1)
World impact — (Jn 13:35) ... Love one another ...
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One horse can pull 2 t ... 2 horses — 23 t
One man  1000 ... 2 men  10,000 (Dt 32:30)
5 men  100 men ... 100 men  10,000 (Lev 26:8)

 One Lord ... Why not add, One Enemy? (Eph 4:3-6)

4. Involvement of Laity
Apostles vs. Deacons (Acts 6:3-5)
Stephen (6:8) & Philip (8:5)
Except the apostles (8:1,4)
Prophethood of all believers (2:17,18)
Priesthood of all believers (1 Pet 2:9)

 eg) OT history — National Impact —
 Joseph — Egypt
 Daniel — Babylon
 Nehemiah — Restoration

“Each one, Reach one!”
If this principle is in operation,
January — 100 believers July — 6,400
Feb — 200 Aug — 12,800
Mar — 400 Sept — 25,600
Apr — 800 Oct — 51,200
May — 1,600 Nov — 1,02,400
June — 3,200 Dec — 2,04,800

Not just supporters, but soldiers & soulwinners!

5. Joy in Suffering
Souls or stones or both!
Stephen’s face (Acts 6:15)
Stephen’s vision (Acts 7:54-56)
Joy of the Holy Spirit (Acts 13:49-52)

“... counted worthy ...”

We serve a Lord worth suffering for!
Persecution multiplies conversions!

eg) Graham Staines martyrdom in Odisha (1999)
“corn of wheat” (Jn 12:24)

 Paul  Timothy
Endure hardness ... soldier ... (2 Tim 2:3)

 Paul’s own testimony: Acts 20:22-24 ...
Chains in every City, but cheers!

Cheers to Chains!

 Not persecution but its absence
must surprise the Church!

6. Clarity of the Message
eg)  Peter’s Sermon — Acts 2

Crucifixion ... Resurrection ...

 Stephen’s Sermon — Acts 7
Crucifixion... (betrayers & murderers of the Just One)

 Paul’s Sermon — Acts 17 (Athens)
Resurrection ... Judgment...

“No other Name” — (Acts 4:12)
Times of Ignorance — Idolatry, Judgment ...

(Acts 17:29-31)

Definition of the Gospel (1 Cor 15:1-5)
Do not give an unclear sound! (1 Cor 14:8)

This is NOT the Gospel —
Smile ... Jesus loves you! 
Come to Jesus ... He solves your problems! 

Christianity began in Catacombs with nothing but a message;
it has ended in Cathedrals with nothing but money!
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7. Impact of Lifestyle

Jesus: “Let men see ...” (Mt 5:16)
Non-Christians do not read the Bible,

but they watch the Believers in Christ!
Fear came upon them all ... (Acts 2:42-44)
Clear conscience ... Felix trembled (Acts 24:16,25)

President Clinton about Mother Teresa:
“It’s difficult to say anything against a life so well-lived!”

 A holy man is an awesome instrument in the hands of God!
Talkers must become Walkers!

Ours are “words” ... Theirs were “ACTS!”

God put the Church in the world;
Satan has put the world into the Church.

We are salt ... but no savour!
We are lamps ... but no light!

Christ’s Message to the Church in Sardis —
“A name that you are alive ... but dead” (Rev 3:1-3)
 Remember and return!

 Conclusion

Luke 24 ... “Amen,” but Acts 28 ... No “Amen!”
Acts 29 will be about us!

96

The Holy Spirit & Evangelism

Introduction
God seeks man who is lost —

 God Himself came to Adam (Gen 3:8,9)
 God sent Judges, Prophets & Kings.
 God sent His Son — “to seek and save the lost”
 God sent His Spirit — The last One!

Charismatic Churches in general —
strong in ...

a) Exaltation of the Lord — Worship
b) Edification of the saints — Word

but not in ...
c) Evangelisation of the world — Witness

How the Holy Spirit helps Evangelism:
1. He burdens us to PRAY.

Rom 9:1,2/10:1,2 ... Holy Spirit ... burden
Mt 9:36-38 ... Pray therefore ...
Ezek 36:37,38 ... Let them inquire of Me

Maps/Missionary Circulars/Newspapers/Conferences/
Biographies/Visits/etc.

2. He empowers us to WITNESS.
Acts 1:8 ... power ... witnesses

4:31 ... Holy Spirit ... boldness

5:32 ... We are witnesses and also the Holy Spirit.

10:38 ... God anointed Jesus ... went ... doing good

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Discussion on the Gifts of the Spirit (1 Cor 12,13 & 14)
climaxes in the definition of the Gospel (15:1-5).

Power encounter in mission fields.

Peter before and after Pentecost (Acts 4:13)

3. He directs us to GO.
Acts 8:29 ... To an individual (Philip  Ethiopian)

 10:19-20 ... To a family (Peter  Cornelius)
 13:1-4 ... To nations (Paul & Barnabas)

Literature Evangelism
Open-air Preaching
Rural Outreach
Visitation Ministries

4. He inspires us to GIVE.
Acts 2:44,45

   4:34,35 The Holy Spirit reveals to us the
glory & greatness of God so we

 throw away our possessions at His feet.

eg) Ex 35:21,22 ... hearts stirred
 36:4-7 ... offerings more than necessary

Moses had to literally “stop” people from bringing in offering!

C.T. Studd: “If Christ died for me, no sacrifice is too great!”

5. He helps us to REAP.
Acts 2:17,18,21 ... I’ll pour out My Spirit ...

   Everyone who calls on the Name
 10:44,45,48 ... Peter ... Cornelius
 11:24 ... Barnabas ... many people added

Outpouring of the Spirit results
in ingathering of souls.

6. He strengthens us to SUFFER.
Acts 7:55-60 ... Stephen ... full of the Spirit ... stoned ...

 13:50-52 ... His very name — Comforter
— Joy of the Holy Spirit

 20:22-24 ... I go bound in my spirit ...
  the Holy Spirit telling me

7. He causes the congregations to GROW.
Acts 9:31 ... Comfort of the Spirit ... multiplied

  20:28 ... Ephesian elders
The Holy Spirit made you overseers ... shepherd

 Conclusion
Rev 22:17 ... The Spirit & the Bride calling the sinners!

The mission is NOT OVER YET!

The task of Evangelisation of the entire world
is mountainous, but it’s possible through the
enablement of the Holy Spirit — Zech 4:6,7

(Study the Outline 83 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to expand God’s Kingdom

Introduction
 It’s not God’s will that any of His children stays idle,

unemployed —
He recruits workers even at the 11th hour! (i.e. 5 pm)

Mt 20:6,7
 Our primary work is to help expand God’s Kingdom —

 “Seek first the Kingdom ...”  (Mt 6:33)
“Seek rather the Kingdom ...” (Lk 12:31)

 Jesus has taught us to pray:
“Your Kingdom Come!” (Mt 6:10)

 The subject matter of Christ’s discourses for 40 days
after Resurrection was the Kingdom —

Acts 1:3

 But, God’s Work must be done in God’s Way!

Not “what” but “how”
1 Cor 3:11-15Not “size” but “sort”

 Jesus has given us the Principles of God’s Work
through the Parables of the Kingdom —

In Matthew 13 there are 7 Parables.
We will study each of them briefly to understand
how we must work to expand God’s Kingdom.

Just a few lessons from each Parable —

1. Parable of the Sower
Parable (Mt 13:3-9)
Interpretation (vv18-23)

a) We must GO out! (v3)
The primary secret of Evangelism —
“G-O-S-P-E-L” ... “G-O-D”

Jesus didn’t stay in Heaven and pray for us!
Apostles didn’t stay in Jerusalem praying for the world!

4-Circles: Acts 1:8
Jerusalem = Go to your Friends
All Judea = Go to the Streets
Samaria = Go to the Villages
End of Earth = Go into  all the World

b) Sow the seeds liberally.
Do not be choosy about the soil.
Wayside ... Rocky ... Thorny ... Good ...

 He who sows bountifully ... 2 Cor 9:6
 We do not know ... Eccl 11:1,2,5,6
 They preached everywhere ... Mk 16:20

Helps to remove hindrances —

 Wayside soil (Mt 13:19) ... “understanding”
— Reminder & more explanation

 Rocky soil (vv20,21) ... “tribulation”
— Encouragement —
Correct the idea: “Jesus solves all problems!”

 Thorny soil (v22) ... “cares & riches”
— Warning against the deceitfulness of riches

 30-fold, 60-fold ... (v23)
— Motivation to go still higher

and deeper to reach 100-fold

c) Make sure you sow “good seed” —
“The WORD of the Kingdom” (v19)
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The pure Gospel defined: 1 Cor 15:1-5
 Our sinfulness ... “Our sins”
 Christ’s Sacrifice ... “He died ... buried”
 New Life ... “He rose again”
 Personal Encounter ... “Seen of Cephas ... me”
 Faith in God’s Word ... “according to Scriptures”

Not stories & philosophies —
Think of sowing pearls and diamonds in a field!

2. Parable of the Weeds
Parable: Mt 13:24-30
Interpretation: vv36-43

a) Be watchful over the souls you reach.
i.e. Do proper follow-up —

“While men slept ... the enemy ...” (v25)

 Pray regularly for them.
Write down their names and pray.
Paul did it (Eph 1:15,16) ... for Ephesian believers

(2 Tim 1:3) ... for Timothy

 Teach them (Mt 28:20).
The basics.
Warn them of pitfalls (Acts 20:31).
Teach them to pray.

eg. John & then Jesus (Lk 11:1-4)
Do not assume or take things for granted.

b) Evangelism is a literal warfare.
“An enemy has done this” (Mt 13:28)
Building + Battling (Mt 16:18)

How Paul dealt with a difficult situation in Ephesus —
Acts 19:8-10 ... corrective teaching daily for two years

There’s revival of other religions in India.

3. Parable of the Mustard Seed
Mt 13:31,32

a) God’s work is known for small beginnings —
Zech 4:9,10 ... day of small things ...

The world believes in “impressive beginnings”
for its enterprises;
but in God’s Work,

Bigness is not greatness;
Smallness is not uselessness!

eg) Isa 11:1 ... A tender shoot from root

Mic 5:2 ... Bethlehem ... though little among 1000s

Isa 41:14,15 ... Jacob the “worm” becomes
a mighty “weapon”

Lk 12:32 ... Little flock ... Kingdom

b) Start using what you have —
“Sowed it in the field” (Mt 13:31)

 Is it a rod?
Throw it to prove God’s power before Egyptians.

 Is it a jawbone?
Use it to defeat the Philistines.

 Is it a sling?
Use it to fell Goliath.

 Is it just 5 loaves + 2 fish?
Give it away to bless multitudes.

Do not be like the single-talented man (Mt 25:24-30)

A little one shall become a 1000 (Isa 60:22)
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4. Parable of Leaven
Mt 13:33

One full Parable Jesus spoke in a single sentence!
— A Master Teacher!

a) Hiddenness is characteristic of a genuine work for God —
Isa 6:1,2 ... hid ... hid

Don’t be lusting for limelight.

  eg) Vital organs are hidden —
heart, kidneys, brain, lungs, liver, etc.

On the Day of Rewarding,
there will be many surprises —

The first (frontliners) may be last;
the last (backbenchers) may be first!

b) Friendship evangelism is a silent but permeating
and pervading force —

“It was all leavened”
Identification ... Incarnation ...

The “salt” ministry —
Must be shaken out of the saltcellar.
Saturation evangelism —

eg) Thessalonian Christians (1 Thess 1:8)
... the Word sounded forth in every place ...

c) God uses weak vessels —
“a woman”

1 Cor 1:26-29 ... foolish (intellectual)
weak (physical)
base (societal)

5. Parable of Hidden Treasure
Mt 13:44

 Seek after “hidden” peoples —

These are folks not in the mainstream society —
Disliked
Drunkards
Drug addicts
Disabled
Debaucherers

etc.
i.e. People sitting in “darkness” —

Mt 4:12-17 ... Jesus from Nazareth to Naphtali

“John” is gone — Now “we” are responsible
for the present generation!

This type of ministry is least spectacular but most joyful.
“... for joy over it” (Mt 13:44)

6. Parable of Pearls
Mt 13:45,46

Kingdom ministry demands sacrifice.

The previous Parable and this one speak of “selling all”
(vv44,46)

This sacrifice teaches us two things —

a) The Sacrifice of Jesus to purchase us —
Acts 20:28c

Everytime we win a person to Christ,
we must not take the credit to ourselves;
the payment was made by Christ thro’ His own blood —

Only this acknowledgement will keep the Cross
central in our ministry.
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“Glory in the Cross only” (Gal 6:14)

b) A life and ministry of sacrifice on our part —
2 Cor 12:15 ... spend ... be spent

7. Parable of Fishnet
Mt 13:47-50

a) The Gospel will be preached
to all nations,
in all languages,
to all people groups, etc.

“gathered of every kind” (v47)

The Communist world is cracked.

The Hindu and Moslem worlds still stand unaffected.

Let’s unite our hearts and heads and hands
in this final thrust!

“The earth shall be filled with the knowledge of the Lord
 as the waters cover the sea!” (Hab 2:14)

Interestingly,
this is a Sermon from the Sea! (Mt 13:2)

 Conclusion
At the end of these 7 Parables,
Jesus asked His disciples —
“Have you understood all these things?” (v51)

If our answer is also “YES, Lord!”,
let’s apply these “old and new” (v52)
treasure-like principles and work for the
Kingdom expansion!

(Study the Outline 161 also.)

98

How to further the Gospel
(Lessons from Philippians)

Introduction

The furtherance of the Gospel is a characteristic theme of
Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians —

eg) The very first chapter —

“fellowship in the Gospel” (v5)
“defence of the Gospel” (v7)
“furtherance of the Gospel” (v12)
“consistency of the Gospel” (v27a)
“striving for the Gospel.” (v27b)

Paul writes this letter from prison —
he is there “for the Gospel.”

How to further the Gospel —

1. Live so as to be consistent with the Gospel.

1:27 ... conduct
2:1-8 ... humility & oneness
  :12-16 ... blamelessness
4:8,9 ... positive attitude towards others

Quotes:

“A prepared messenger is more important than a prepared
 message!” — Robert Munger

“A man who lives in sin becomes cold;
Cold preachers make bold sinners;
Nothing locks the lips like the life!”    — D.L. Moody
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2. Worship the Lord regularly and joyfully.
3:1-7 ... No confidence in the flesh

No self-glorification
but rejoicing over the finished work of Christ

Worship and self-abasement go together
eg) Isaiah

Job
4:4-6 ... no panicking in crises

Worship is a fresh declaration of the defeat of Satan,
and the dethronement of the demonic domains.

eg) Worship in wartime (2 Chr 20:5-22)
Singers before soldiers!
Musical instruments before military weapons!

3. Involve in witnessing personally and actively.
Not just talking about Evangelism.
Not merely conducting programmes.

1:14 ... boldness of most of the believers
2:15,16 ... shining ... holding fast the Word of life
4:3 ... women ... laboured in the Gospel

If you were arrested for being a Christian,
would there be enough evidence to convict you?

4. Serve without selfishness & material-mindedness.
2:19-22 ... Timothy
 :25-30 ... Epaphroditus
 :17 ... Paul himself
3:18,19 ... earthlyminded workers

Quote:
“The Gospel is a message of sacrifice;
a selfish man cannot preach it.”

The first lesson in Christ’s School is self-denial!
(Lk 9:23)  — Matthew Henry (1662-1714)

5. Share your material goods liberally.
4:10 ... your care ... opportunity
  :14-19 ... shared ... giving ... necessities ...

eg)George Muller himself made large donations to his work.

C.T. Studd wrote off all his wealth to Missions.

Balaam spoke right prophecy but he went after the “wages of
unrighteousness” (2 Pet 2:15; Jude 11)

Most of our Church problems are due to covetousness.
The first sin punished in Acts was covetousness.
Materialism has robbed the Churches of missionary vision.

Quote:
“I have heard thousands of confessions, but never one of
 covetousness!” — Francis Xavier (An R.C. Priest)

6. Rejoice over the labour of others.
1:15-18 ... Christ is preached ... I rejoice ...

You shout with joy when 5 souls are added to you, but you
shrink with envy when 50 are added to another assembly.

Never be envious of another man’s ministry.
Christ was crucified because of jealousy.
The first war — a religious war — because of envy.

Cain ... Abel
“It matters not who pounds the paddy,
provided it becomes rice!” — Have this attitude.

Quote:
“Envy of another man’s calling can work havoc in our own!”

— Watchman Nee (1903-1972)
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7. Endure hardship and persecution patiently.
1:12-14 ... my chains ...
  :28-30 ... adversaries ... suffer ... conflict ...

Green Tree  vs. Dry wood (Lk 23:31)
Furnace of testing to refine us.

Saul’s heart had already been prepared by witnessing
the martyrdom of Stephen!

Grain of wheat.
Quote:

“We all may not be called to die as martyrs;
but we all must have a mind to suffer!”

— Watchman Nee (1903-1972)
Read, “Foxe’s Book of Martyrs”

 Conclusion
The day of Christ is near (1:6,10)
Every knee ... every tongue (2:10,11)

If you are really serious about the furtherance of the Gospel,
commit yourself to —

1) Consistent Life 5) Liberal Sharing
2) Joyful Worship 6) Mutual Appreciation
3) Personal Involvement 7) Patient Endurance
4) Selfless Service

(Study the Outline 112 also.)
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How should we “GO” for God?

Introduction
Mk 16:15-20

“They went everywhere ...
the Lord worked with them ...
confirmed the Word with signs ...”

 They filled Jerusalem with their doctrine (Acts 5:28)
 They turned the world upside down (Acts 17:6)

This is GLOBAL IMPACT!

The single-word of command to each of us —
G-O! G-O-S-P-E-L

G-O-D

How should we GO?
1. GO attractively.

“Preaching is more than proclamation;
it’s being!” — Mother Teresa

Be an attractive person —

 Be a loving person.
Friendship  Fellowship.
Not because of, but in spite of ...

 Be a joyful person.
Smile
Free spirit

 Be a peace-loving person.
Peace-making
Resolving conflicts
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 Be a patient person.
Crown of virtues
Not just tolerance but acceptance

 Be a kind person.
Everyone is hurting.
Help people even if they do not respond.

 Be a good person.
No crookedness
Be harmless.

 Be a faithful person.
Sincerity, integrity, honesty, loyalty, ...

 Be a gentle person.
Soft but firm
Easy to live with

 Be a self-controlled person.

This is a FRUITFUL person! (Gal 5:22,23)
Not just flowers, but fruits!

2. GO experientially.
A close devotional walk with Jesus.
Live contact with God —

eg) Jesus to Nicodemus:
“We speak what we know” (Jn 3:11)

Peter: “We were eyewitnesses of His majesty”
(2 Pet 1:16)

John: “What we’ve seen and heard, we testify”
(1 Jn 1:3)

Paul repeatedly said, “MY gospel” (Rom 2:16; 2 Tim 2:8)
Do not lose the initial excitement;
keep meditating the glories of Salvation.

eg) A bald man is a poor advertisement for hair oil.

3. GO royally.
No inferiority complex.
No minority mentality —

“Little flock ... Kingdom!” (Lk 12:32)
Be royal in attitude!
Soulwinner = Ambassador

Timothy “commissioned” to witness in the Name of the
“King of kings” —

1 Tim 6:12-16 ... Pontius Pilate ... King of kings
2 Tim 4:1,2 ... Charge you ... Preach ...

Timothy was timid!
Great Commission — “Commissioned” Officers

eg) Paul — A tentmaker had this spirit:
“We are ambassadors”— 2 Cor 5:18-6:2

Peter — A fisherman had this spirit:
“Kingdom of priests” (1 Pet 2:9)

All the kings who laugh at Jesus today will be laughed
at— (Psa 2)

Whether people like it or not,
proclaim the Gospel faithfully.

It’s from the King —
Avoid nothing ... Add nothing ... Alter nothing!

4. GO fearlessly.
To  Jesus: They are planning to stone You ...

  Are there not 12 hrs in the day? (Jn 11:7-10)

To  Paul: In Caesarea
Prophet Agabus & 4 prophetesses (Acts 21:8-14)
Ready to be bound and to die
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The Lord is before you (Mic 2:13b)
The Lord is behind you (Isa 30:21)
The Lord is above you (Dt 32:11)
The Lord is beneath you (Dt 32:11)
The Lord is around you (Psa 125:2)
The Lord is with you (Mt 28:20)
The Lord is in you (Col 1:27)

Seven-dimensional protection.
Rainbow protection.

If God removes “protection,” it’ll be “promotion!”
eg) Stephen

Because of Esther’s daring act,
the people had “light” & “laughter” (Esth 8:16,17)

5. GO quickly.
“Evangelize” ... a Greek word

In a battle when the runner was coming to bring the news,
the people would wait and watch to see how he was coming.
If he came “walking,” no good news!
If he came “running,” it was good news —

He would kick up dust while running!
i.e. “How beautiful are the feet...”

(Isa 52:7; Rom 10:15)
Jn 9:4,5 ... I must work ...

the night is coming ...
as long as I am in the world

Understanding of the world events makes us “run”
with the Good News.

Read Newspapers regularly.
Bible on one hand, Newspaper on the other!
eg) Ruth Graham: “The daily newpaper is my prayer guide.”

Go as far as you can ...
 as forcibly as you can ...
 as fast as you can ...

6. GO sacrificially.
 The testimony of a Communist —

I earn for my party for 8 hours
I work for my party for 8 hours
I dream about my party for 8 hours

 John the Baptist —

A “burning” and “shining” light (Jn 5:35)
“I must decrease ...” (Jn 3:30)

Don’t desire even secretly to build your own empire!

 “Cambridge Seven” by John Pollack —

The story of seven young men who went
as missionaries to China from Cambridge
and were mightily used of God —

In the last page he writes —

“This is the story of ordinary men
and this may be repeated!”

Choose hard work (2 Tim 2:3).
Go to difficult places (Tit 1:5,12).

Similarly, Jim Elliot:
“He is no fool who loses what he cannot keep
in order to gain what he cannot lose.”

God’s challenge:
“Go to the mountain ... bring timber ...

build My Temple!” (Hagg 1:8)
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7. GO joyfully.
Blessings promised to Soulwinners:

 A special nearness & fellowship with Christ —
Mt 28:19,20 ... I will be with you always ...

 A special cleansing for more fruitbearing —
Jn 15:2 ... pruning of fruitbearing branch
Dt 20:19,20 ... When you siege a city,

don’t cut off fruit-laden trees...
Cut off other trees!

 Better understanding of the Bible —
Soulwinners get a working knowledge of Scripture
by using it (Apollos, Acts 18:24-28).

 They become optimistic:
Hudson Taylor said —
“In every great work of God, there are 3 stages —

Stage 1: Impossible
Stage 2: Difficult
Stage 3: Done!

 Greatest rewards when Christ returns —
a) Converts are our crowns (1 Thess 2:19)
b) We become stars (Dan 12:2,3)

 Conclusion
Go on going on!
— finally, you will go up!
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Why Missionary Work?

Introduction
A knowledge of “why we do what we do” is a must
to keep us engaged in the work enthusiastically
until we reach the target.

eg) 2 Pet 1:8-15
— How we will become blind & fruitless in Christian

life if we are not constantly reminded of what
we perhaps already know!
“Show the same diligence till the end” (Heb 6:11)

Why we are involved in missionary work —

Why Missionary Work —
1. We have a Missionary GOD.

Everything begins with God ...
“In the beginning, God  ...”
Jn 3:16 ... God so loved ...
1 Tim 2:3,4 ... He desires all men to be saved ...

— Therefore I am a missionary (v7)
Jon 4:9-11 ...He pities the ignorant.
Jn 4:23 ... He seeks to “raise” worshipping groups

everywhere.
(That’s why Jesus went for a harvest in Samaria!)

We must share the Father’s burden & concern
as His children.

Rom 15:9-12 ... His glory the chief reason
for Missionary work.
No other aim!
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2. We have a Missionary SAVIOUR.
JESUS = Saviour (Mt 1:21)
Jn 1:29 ... Behold! The Lamb of God ...

sin of the world
   10:15-17 ... The Good Shepherd has the same

sacrificial love for the “other sheep”
Lk 4:42,43 ... “Other cities also”
  10:1,2,3 ... He was a Motivator,

Goer and Sender.
As Christians we cannot but continue the ministry
Christ began on earth.

Dan 7:13,14 ... The end of Christ’s ministry
on earth

3. We have a Missionary PARACLETE (= HELPER).
Acts 1:8 ... The purpose of purposes of Pentecost.

Meaning of the foreshadowing incidents in the
OT for the Spirit baptism —

 Baptism in cloud + sea (1 Cor 10:1-4)
 “Cloud + Sea”

— To possess the land

 Ezek 47 — River/ankle, knees ... waist ...
— To fruitfulness and fishing

(vv9,12)

 Isaiah’s vision (Isa 6)
— Tongue touched to go and tell.

His major prophecies about Christ.

 Acts 13:2,4 ... Calling out men for missionary work

  20:22,23 ... Accompanying the missionaries in
“every city” to face persecutions,
and finish with “joy”

Rev 22:17 ... The Spirit and the bride ... “Come”
   The last call — an evangelistic call!

4. We have a Missionary BOOK.
Redemption is the central theme of the Bible.
— Lk 24:44-48 ... This must be preached to

  all Nations.
You can catch a missionary vision from any book

of the Bible —
whether it’s history, prophecy, poetry or doctrinal.

eg) Prophecy — Acts 15:13-18
How will a “modern” preacher interpret the rebuilding
of the tabernacle?

eg) Doctrine — 1 Jn 2:1,2
All the NT books were written by missionaries

(including the unknown author of Hebrews) 10:34

5. We have Missionary FOUNDERS (Fathers/Forerunners)

Abraham is the “father” of the believing community —
Rom 4:10-12

OT  ... In every sense, Abraham was a missionary —
Gen 12:1-3/Gal 3:8 (The Genesis of Missions)
Preached the Gospel to Abraham.

NT  ... The foundation of “apostles & prophets” —
Eph 2:19,20

— The primary revelation to them
Eph 3:5-7 ... “Therefore I am a missionary” (v7)

— Their pioneering work for the Gospel
Greek: “apostle” = “sent forth”
Latin: “missionaries”

Rom 15:15,16,20,21
“I planted”
“I laid the foundation” etc.
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Except John, all of the 12 apostles died as martyrs.

The blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.

6. We have a Missionary COMMISSION.
Mt 28:18-20

The prelude: “ALL authority in Heaven and Earth ...”

This is a military language.
Paul uses the same language to Timothy —

2 Tim 4:1,2a,5 ... I charge you ... Kingdom

Obedience not optional but obligatory,
because He is LORD —

 of our lives — Individual obedience
Lk 6:46 ... “Why do you call Me Lord ...?”

 of the Church — Incorporate obedience
 of the Harvest — Immediate obedience
 of the Nations — Incessant obedience

(No stop until all nations are reached)

It was the compulsion of the Great Commission
which propelled the Apostles into a non-stop evangelism—

Acts 4:18-20 — “Obey you or God?
We cannot but speak ..”

7. We have a Missionary COMMUNITY.
The entire Church is called to be a missionary
community —

Prophethood of all believers —
Acts 2:16-18,21 ... No one left out!

Priesthood of all believers —
1 Pet 2:9 ... Praise (v5)

2:10 ... Proclaim (v9)

House of Prayer for “all” peoples —
Mk 11:17

Fishers of Men: the primary call for all Christians
Mt 4:19 (Not an extracurricular activity)

“The Church is the only society on earth which exists
  for the benefit of its non-members!”  — John Wesley

8. We have a Missionary FIELD.
“The world is the Field” — Jesus (Mt 13:38)

Figures for the field:

 People waiting in darkness —
Mt 4:16 (Left Nazareth for Napthali)

 Sheep having no shepherd —
Mt 9:36 (fainting)

 Harvest awaiting reapers —
Jn 4:35 (Already white ... not  4 months)

A knowledge of the complexities, upheavals, yearnings,
aspirations and hopes of the world cannot but drive us
to missionary involvement.

A day of maximum opportunities!
Christ is THE Answer!
We have the Message for this Mess-Age!

9. We have a Missionary ENEMY.
Satan opposes Church growth tooth and nail —

Mt 16:18 ... Building + Battling
Demon-casting and the fall of Satan —

Lk 10:17,18
Blinding people against the Gospel light —

2 Cor 4:3,4 (our ministry of eyeopening, vv1,5)
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Satan destroys life but Christ gives life —
Jn 10:10

— The Gospel is the “truth” to outwit devil’s lies.
— The Gospel is the “power” to overcome devil’s works.
— The Gospel is God’s “plan” to overthrow devil’s schemes.

There’s no other way to outstrip the enemy.

10. We have a Missionary HOPE.
Eternal life vs. Eternal hell —

Mk 16:15,16 ... No alternative

Heaven rejoices so much over the repentance of
one sinner because hell is so horrible —

Lk 15:7,10

Why Christ delays His Return —
2 Pet 3:9 ... desires all to repent ... not perish
Mt 24:14 ... The End

Reward for Soulwinners —
Dan 12:3 ... stars!

Therefore, endure the cross (of missionary career),
despise the shame ... for the JOY set before you!

Heb 12:2

101

Missionary Praying
Introduction

 We are Christians to make others Christians.
The very first chapter of the Bible —

 “Fruit tree yielding fruit after its kind” (v12)

Every heart with Christ is a Missionary;
Every heart without Christ is a Mission Field.

 Our God is a Missionary God —

God the Father is the SOURCE of Missionary work —
“God so loved the world ...”

God the Son is the MODEL of Missionary work —
“He went everywhere ... preached ... died”

God the Spirit is the POWER of Missionary work —
“You shall ... receive power ...”

Therefore a Christian without missionary-mindedness is
outside the will of God.

 Our first obligation to Missionary work is PRAYER:
Mt 9:35-38

— People are weary (= harassed); pray therefore.
— People are scattered; pray therefore.
— People are shepherdless; pray therefore.
— Harvest is plenty; pray therefore.
— Harvesters are few; pray therefore.
— God is the Lord of the Harvest; pray therefore.
— He will not send unless we ask; pray therefore.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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 We hear about Prayer Conferences everywhere, but ...

All thro’ the Bible the primary call to prayer is for
MISSIONS & EVANGELISM:

— Solomon’s Dedication Prayer (2 Chr 6:32,33)
— The First Commandment in Psalms (Psa 2:8)

(A Book of Prayer and Praise)
(Not for cars, careers, comforts ... but countries!)

— The Lord’s Prayer, a Missionary Prayer (Lk 10:1; 11:1):
(Taught at the request of one of the 70 missionaries)

 Hallowed be Your Name
— The FOCUS of Missions

 Your Kingdom ... Your will
— The GOAL of Missions
(The message of Missions — Lk 10:9,11)

 Give us our Daily Bread
— The FINANCING for Missions

(A prayer taught to the travelling preachers!)
 Forgive us ...

— The PROBLEM in Missions
(Ignorance of people, Persecution from people, etc.)

“Bless those who persecute you!”
 Lead us not ... Deliver ... evil ...

— The WARFARE of Missions
The opposing powers of darkness.

 Yours is the Kingdom ... (Mt 6:13b)
— The FINISHING of Missions

— Jesus’ High Priestly prayer (Jn 17)
 Glorify “that”...eternal life to as many as (vv1,2)
 Sanctify “that” ... sent into the world (vv17,18)
 Unify “that” ... the world may believe (vv20,21)

— Jesus’ ministry of intercession today is for those who
“come” (Heb 7:25)

— The first recorded prayer in Acts was to choose the
right missionary to witness for Christ

(Acts 1:22b,24,25)
— The second recorded prayer was again regarding

missionary work (the threats)        (Acts 4:29,30,31)

1. Missionary Praying should be SUPREME.
 Paul’s admonition (1 Tim 2:1-4) ... First of all ... prayer

No revival or birth of Missions without a
prayer movement —

eg) FMPB, BYM, GEMS, ...

 But nowadays we are majoring on minors.
eg) The Lord’s prayer: His Name — Exaltation

His Kingdom — Expansion
His Will — Execution

Only 1 of the 7 requests is for bodily needs.

But most of our praying is — for Healing & Health
  — for Worries & Wealth

This is heathenic praying (Mt 6:31-33)

The Health & Wealth Gospel is an invention of
the American dream and greed.

 Too many Prophets like Jonah —
More worried about “plants” (properties)
than about the people (Jon 4:10,11)

2. Missionary Praying should be SPECIFIC.
Many do not pray regularly for Missionaries
because they know not what to pray for —
No burden!
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Like the blind man, we simply pray,
“Lord, have mercy on me” — But Jesus asked,
“WHAT do you want Me to do to you?” (Mk 10:46-52)

 Nothing like SEEING —
Jesus: Mt 9:36-38 ... When He SAW the multitude...
He urged the disciples: Jn 4:31-35...Lift up your eyes
Visit Mission fields.
Where there’s no vision, people perish ...

 What to pray for:

a) More labourers for the harvest (Mt 9:37,38)
WORLD — Too many unemployed;
KINGDOM — Too many vacancies!

b) Wisdom for Missionaries
 Fattened calf — non-beef-eaters (Lk 15:23)
 Timothy circumcised (Acts 16:3)

c) Ignorance of People (2 Cor 4:3,4) ... eyes blinded
— Superstitious beliefs

eg) Folks opposed the killing of rats!

d) Opposers (2 Thess 3:1,2) ... unreasonable, wicked men
Prayer of the early Church (Acts 4:27-31)

e) Unreached peoples
Study: “Operation World” by Mr. Johnstone
Read Mission Periodicals.
Pray over the world map.

f ) World Events
Ruth Graham was asked whether she was
keeping a prayer book in her devotions.
Answer: “Yes ... the Newspaper!”

g) Problems of Missionaries (Outline 110)
Preventive Prayer Partners (PPP)
Protect Missionaries with prayers from —

 Defilement
 Diseases
 Depressions
 Divisions
 Dangers

3. Missionary Praying should be SACRIFICIAL.
 Paul: Rom 9:1-3 ... great sorrow ... continual grief

  10:1 ... heart’s desire ...
He learnt this sort of praying from —

Moses — Ex 32:32 ... Forgive them or forget me
Esther — Es 4:16 ... If I die, I die

 George Whitefield:
“O Lord, Give me souls, or take away my soul!”

John Knox:
“O God, Give me Scotland, or I die!”

 Practical ways of praying sacrificially —
 Fasting

Acts 13:2,3 (The first reference to fasting
in Acts: Missions)

Jesus more concerned about giving Bread of Life
than eating bread for life!

Jn 4:31,32

 Forgoing sleep
Jesus: Lk 6:12,13 ... Recruiting workers
Mary & Co: Acts 12:5,12

 ... Releasing the imprisoned Missionary
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 Applying for leave from job for prayer
— We apply for leave when we are sick.
— We apply for leave when we have guests.
— We apply for leave to coach children.

Why not for prayer?

4. Missionary Praying should be SYSTEMATIC.
 Fix up regular timings —

Just like office hours

Allow nothing to crowd out prayer —
Acts 3:1 ... “Hour of Prayer”
Acts 2/3000   Acts 3/Prayer  Acts 4/5000

Start with 15 mts, rather than 1 hr and crashland.

 Use Prayer Circulars.
FMPB, BYM, GEMS, IEM, Tribal Mission, ...
Prayer Guide: “Operation World” by P. Johnstone

(For every healing magazine you read,
you should read atleast six Mission Magazines) 1:6

eg) Only 1/7 of Lord’s Prayer for physical need

Stick special prayer requests on kitchen walls
and bathroom doors!

 Form Prayer Cells
eg) Daniel & Co. in Babylon

 — Stick to timings.
 — Not for singing or studying but for sighing!

5. Missionary Praying should be
SPIRIT-FILLED/SPIRIT-LED.

 Huge, Mountainous task
“Neither by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit”

Zech 4:6

 Salvation is of the Lord:
“The Lord opened the heart of Lydia” (Acts 16:14)

Even natural disasters do not always soften people;
they mostly harden them —

eg) Pharaoh
Only the “goodness of God leads to repentance”

 (Rom 2:4)
Recent earthquakes:
(East) Lattur, India — Boasting of idolatry
(West) California — Boasting of pornography
(Far East) Japan — Boasting of technology

 Praying “in the Spirit” for Missionaries —
Eph 6:18-20

Missionary work is a warfare.
We don’t fight with “flesh and blood” (Eph 6:12,18-20)

The people: They are simply the “victims” of the devil.

Sword: Offensive weapon (Eph 6:17)
Shoes: Onward march     (         :15)

6. Missionary Praying should be SCRIPTURAL.
 The entire Bible is the Basis for Missions.

Genesis to Revelation: Story of Redemption

The entire NT written by Missionaries —

Matthew — Died as a Martyr in Ethiopia
Mark — Sent by Peter to Egypt;

founded the Church in Alexandria;
killed by Nero the Roman Emperor.

Luke — Missionary Doctor
John — Ministered around Ephesus

in Asia; Banished to Patmos.
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Paul — Epistles during his Missionary Journeys
& imprisonments

Author of Heb — 10:34
James — Jerusalem Council’s

Missionary problem;
Violent Martyr’s death at 70

Peter — Crucified upside down by Nero

Even the maps after the NT are Missionary Maps!

 Saturate your prayer with Missionary promises —

eg) Early Church (Psa 2; Acts 4:24-26)
We can claim these promises in prayer:
The earth shall be filled ... (Hab 2:14)
All idols shall be abolished ... (Isa 2:17,18)
All knee shall bow ... (Phil 2:10)
I’ll build My Church ... (Mt 16:18)

7. Missionary Praying should be SUSTAINED.
Missionary work is not an instant miracle!
It’s sowing ... watering ... reaping ... (Jn 4:36-38)

The Church growth in China since 1977 has no parallels
in history but 1000s of missionaries had to do 140 years of
sacrificial seed-sowing!

 Brother Andrew (God’s Smuggler):
Organised 15 years of Chain Prayer
for communistic countries.
The Berlin wall collapsed!

China: 28,000 added to the Church/day.
Russia: Christians 5 times more than Communists.
East Europe: Berlin Wall gone!
Now prayers for Gulf countries.

 Daniel had to pray persistently for 21 days —
Dan 10:12,13
The glorious answer from Heaven was resisted
by the Prince of Persia until Michael intervened.

Similarly the devil’s hold on territories will not easily
be surrendered.

— They entered Canaan instantly;
but it took long to possess it.

 George Muller:
Prayed for two drunkard friends for 40 yrs.
Saved only at his funeral & became missionaries.

Let’s keep our knees bent before the Lord
until every knee bends before Him!

 Conclusion
 Missionary Praying should be —

Supreme ... Specific ... Sacrificial ...
Systematic ... Spirit-led ... Scriptural ... Sustained.

All may not go to the mission fields on foot;
but you can go there on your KNEES!

 A Poem from the heart of Missionaries —

See next page.
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Because you prayed ...
God touched our weary bodies with His power,
And gave us strength for many a trying hour
In which we might have faltered
Had not you, our intercessors, faithful been and true.

Because you prayed,
God touched our eager fingers with His skill,
Enabling us to do His blessed will
With scalpel, suture, bandage — better still,
He healed the sick and wounded, cured the ill.

Because you prayed,
God touched our lips with coals from altar fire,
Gave Spiritfulness, and did so inspire
That when we spoke, sin-blinded souls did see,
Sin’s chains were broken — Captives were made free.

Because you prayed,
The dwellers in the dark have found the Light;
The glad, Good News has banished heathen night;
The Message of the Cross so long delayed
Has brought them life at last because you prayed!

The Testimony of Frontline Missionaries —

Because you prayed ... Introduction
 There are 3 great Christian festivals —

a) Christmas
Its message: Lk 2:10
“Glad Tidings to ALL people”

b) Easter
Its message: Lk 24:46-48
“Repentance ... to be preached in ALL Nations”

c) Pentecost
Its message: Acts 1:8
The last recorded saying of Christ calling us
to be His witnessess all over the WORLD.

Yes, Christ is the Greatest Missionary ...
The Gospel is a Missionary Message ...

This was the repeated message of all the Apostles —
eg) 1 Jn 2:2 ... not for ours only ... world

Wherever they met Christians or whenever they wrote
to them, the Apostles reminded them of their missionary
obligation —

eg) Rom 10:12-15

Five Groups in Missionary work —
1. Senders
2. Goers (Preachers)
3. Hearers
4. Believers
5. Worshippers

Nothing happens until the first group swings to action.

Missionary Giving
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 Apostle Paul said:

“Woe to me if I preach not the Gospel!” (1 Cor 9:16)

But how can he preach if he is not sent?

Therefore,
Woe to us if we support not the missionaries!

eg) Num 32:1-7
:20-23 “Your SIN will find you out!”

Missionary work = Possessing territories for God

It is a SIN not to support Missions!

 Rev. Dr. Diotrephes asks,
“Why do people make such a big fuss about
Missionary work? The word MISSIONARY is not
found in the Bible at all!”

My answer:
Your NT is translated from Greek.
The word APOSTLE is not an English word.
If your NT is translated from Latin,
you would have had the word MISSIONARY!

Apostle (Greek) = Missionary (Latin)
= One who is sent forth with God’s message

 What is the place God has given them?
1 Cor 12:28 ... First, apostles ...
Similarly, Eph 4:11 ... Apostles are first in the list

Why “first”?

They are the “pioneers.”
They only lay the “foundation.”
1 Cor 3:6,10 ... I (Paul) planted ... laid the foundation.
Rom 15:20,21 ... not on another man’s foundation

  eg) David Livingstone (1813-1873) in Africa
Hudson Taylor (1832-1905) in China
Adoniram Judson (1788-1850) in Burma
William Carey (1761-1834) in Eastern India

 But, how does the Church treat missionaries?
1 Cor 4:9,11 ... the apostles, last ...

“We are on stage in a theatre in which no one wants
 to buy a ticket” (The Message Bible)

“We are treated like garbage, potato peelings
from the culture’s kitchen” (The Message Bible)

If God places missionaries on the top of the list,
supporting them should be our top priority.

 Ignorance about the nature of missionary work
is one main reason for our failure in this area —

1. Missionary work involves SACRIFICE.

 Look at the first cross-cultural missionary —
Gen 12:1 ... Abraham ... “Leave!”

Leaving these things is NOT easy —
Lk 14:17-20,26 (Invitation for supper)

Excuses of the invitees:
Field ... Flock ... Family (Lk 14:18-20)

Those who sacrifice are worthy of our support!

2. Missionary work means SUFFERING.

Acts 1:8 ... dunamis = power
witness = martyr

“Power” + “Pain”
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 Look at the strange deaths of the apostles —

Andrew — Tied to an “x” shaped Cross
in Patros of Achaia

Bartholomew — Flayed alive in Armenia
(Nathaniel)

James — Beheaded in Jerusalem
(B/o John) by Herod Agrippa
James — Thrown from the pinnacle of the Temple
(S/o Cleopas & Mary)                             and stoned to death
Jude — Killed by arrows in Armenia
(Thaddeus)

Matthew — Slain by a sword in Parthia
Peter — Crucified upside down in Rome
Philip — Hanged on a pillar in Hierapolis, Phyrigia
Simon — Crucified in Persia at the age of 129
(Zealot)

Thomas — We killed him with a spear in India.
Matthias — Stoned and beheaded
John — Banished but died a natural death
Paul — Beheaded in Rome

 Many such missionaries —
Rom 16:3,4
They gave their necks;
we don’t even give our necklaces!

 Several years ago, missionaries to Nigeria used to ship
their goods in coffin boxes! The life expectancy there
in villages, where Malaria was prevalent, was just 2 years!

 Persecution:
Tahir Iqbal, 1993, in a Pakistani Prison:
“I will kiss the rope; but I’ll never deny my faith!”

(Study the Outline 175.)

3. Missionary work is not SPECTACULAR.
 Because,

they go to work among the “hidden” peoples —
The unreached
The untouched
The unchurched
The marginalised
The downtrodden
The exploited

The poor respond more and faster to the Gospel than
the rich —

 Jesus’ ministry (Mt 11:5) ... poor have the Gospel
 God chooses the poor ... not many rich

(1 Cor 1:26-29)
The Missionaries cannot expect support from
non-Christians to whom they go to preach (3 Jn 6b-8)

 The Missionaries enjoy no limelight or publicity.

Many miracles but no flashy reporting.
(I’ve seen more miracles in mission fields than
in mass healing crusades —
But the latter gets the media publicity!)

 They are involved in silent and longterm activities —
eg) Bible Translation (Expensive)

 Literacy Programmes
 They cannot show instant results.

They labour for years and sometimes go
without seeing the fruits!

  eg) Jesus told His disciples when they were
returning from the Samaritan village —

Jn 4:35-38 ... One sows ... another reaps
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 With this understanding,
let’s see how we can support Missionary work —

1. Adopt a simple lifestyle.
1 Tim 6:6-10 ... godliness ... contentment ... money

 Robert Arthington:

As a young man, he could not go to missionary work
overseas. But he gave over 1.5 crore rupees to
missions, by adopting a simple lifestyle.
At the end of his life he said,

“Gladly would I again make the floor my bed,
a box my chair, another box my table,
rather than men should perish
for want of the knowledge of the Saviour!”

 John Wesley:

Earn all you can — Hard work
Save all you can — Simple living
Give all you can — Liberal sharing

 Jesus was rich (2 Cor 8:9).

He voluntarily became poor to make us rich.
Let’s do the same!

We have heard enough messages on our right
to be blessed;
let’s now receive this challenge on our responsibility
to be a blessing!

2. Promise a regular support.
 Paul as a missionary urged “regular” support from

old and well-to-do Churches to new and poor Churches—
1 Cor 16:1,2 (Those days weekly payment)

How much?
OT  — 10%
John  — 50% (Lk 3:10,11)
Jesus — Zacchaeus — 50% (Lk 19:8)

 Widow — 100% (Mk 12:41-44)

Begin with a minimum of 10% to God.
Out of that, support your local Church
and give a sizable portion to Missions.

 Do not spend too much on your own needs —

A statistics by David Barrett, a mission researcher:
99% of the Christian world’s income is spent on itself.
95% of Christian activity benefits the Christian world only.
90% of all evangelism is directed at Christians only.

This is like, “Israel giving fruit to itself!” (Hos 10:1a)

 So many schemes to choose from —

a) Sponsor-a-Missionary
b) Adopt-a-Field
c) Support-a-Child
d) Build-a-Church
e) Fund-a-Project

Without a commitment, we will not be regular.
Keep increasing it.

Even if you are a student, pledge from your pocket money.

It was the little boy’s 5L+2F which fed over 5000 people!

3. Give special gifts & offerings.
a) For the field needs (Acts 11:28-30)

Relief to the famine-stricken in Judea from Antioch
Many tribespeople without a single meal.
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No proper clothing.
No medical facility.

b) For the Missionaries
Phil 4:15,16,19 ... aid ... for my necessities
Only to this Church: “My God shall supply ...”

Educational Expenses of children.
Marriage Expenses of sons and daughters.

A man had two wallets.
Whenever he ordered food for the family members,
he put the cost of one meal in his missionary wallet!
Do so similarly when you go for shopping (clothes).

Elijah — A travelling Preacher
 Widow of Zarephath
“First a cake for me” (1 Ki 17:13)

Elisha — A travelling Missionary
 Woman of Shunem

Influenced her husband to build a room
and furnish it for the Prophet! (2 Ki 4:8-10)

While sending out Missionaries (Mt 10:41,42),
Jesus: “What you give in the name of a disciple ...”

What you give God,
He shall give back!

eg) Tomb of Joseph —
Jesus occupied it
Jesus sanctified it
Jesus vacated it
Jesus popularized it!

4. Make investments/endowments.
From family properties, pension, first salary, etc.

How to deposit money in Heaven —
Mt 6:19-21 ... treasure ... heart
   19:21 ... give to poor ... treasures in Heaven

 C.T. Studd (1862-1931):
“If Christ has died for me,

no sacrifice I make for Him is too great”
 Frances Ridley Havergal (1836-1879):

Take my life and let it be ...
Take my silver and my gold ...

While packing all her jewels for a Mission,
she said, “I never packed a box so joyfully!”

At 42, seriously ill —
To the doctor: “How wonderful to be near the

 gates of Heaven!”
The dead go to the grave clutching only
what they gave away!

 Conclusion
 Senders & Goers are equally rewarded —

1 Sam 30:24 (Frontliners/Supplyliners)

(Study the Outline 50 also.)
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Missionary Going
Introduction

 There are three groups of people in the world —
 Those who make things happen.
 Those who watch things happen.
 Those who know not what’s happening.

This message is to put you in the first group!

Karl Marx:
“Philosophers and Historians have only interpreted
 the world. The point however is to change it!”

The Gospel of Christ alone can do this!

 See what’s happening around the world —
70,000 are born again everyday!
3,500 Churches are opened each week!
28,000 join the Church in China daily!
20,000 join the Church in Africa daily!
In Africa: 1900 — 3% Christians

1992 — 40% Christians
2016 — ?

In 1900, Korea had no Protestant Church.
It was deemed impossible to penetrate this country.

But today, over 30% are Christians.
Over 4000 Churches in Seoul alone!

More Muslims have come to Christ in Iran since 1980
than in the previous 1000 years combined!

In Islamic Indonesia,
over 25% Christians!
The Government will not print this statistics.

In Soviet Union, after 70 years of oppression,
over 40% are Christians.
(i.e. 5 times the number in Communist Party)

In one Siberian city, people are baptized 24 hrs a day!

In Asia, 1980 — 6000 Missionaries
1988 — 17,000 Missionaries
1990 — 22,000 Missionaries

50% of these Missionaries are Indians!
 What’s the secret?

— The Church was a “sleeping beauty” for centuries.
It developed bedsores!
But the Holy Spirit blew over it and it got up!

It understood its basic calling —
Mt 4:19 ... Not, I’ll bless you;

but, I’ll make you a blessing!

 You cannot spell the Word “G-O-S-P-E-L”
without saying “G-O.”

Two thirds of “G-O-D” is “G-O.”

There are four “GOs” given by Jesus —

1) Mark 5:18,19 ... The Call of Neighbourhood
(FRIENDSHIP EVANGELISM)

“Go home to your friends and tell them”

No gift of preaching is necessary.
Bishop D.T. Niles: “Evangelism is one beggar telling

another beggar where bread is available.”

 Jesus set the pattern —
A leper’s home (Mk 14:3)
Jairus’ home (Mk 5:22-24)
Zacchaeus home (Lk 19:5)
A poor marriage party (Jn 2:1)
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Visit one home every third day;
You’ll visit 100 homes per year!

Sickness, family problems, ...

 Do not polarize! —

Mix with other language groups —

+ Joseph in Egypt (Gen 42:23)
+ Daniel in Babylon (Dan 1:4)

The OT was written in Hebrews;
but the NT in Greek, that is, the trade language.

Don’t be selective in your audience —

Acts 11:19-21 ... Reach out to non-Christians.
Antioch became the new centre (Acts 13:1)

 Visit:
Hospitals ... Prisons

 Orphanages ... Rehabilitation Homes
“What you do to these people ...” (Mt 25:35-40)
“No man helped me ...” (Jn 5:7)

 The tremendous potentiality of Personal Soulwining —
(Each Christian bringing in one other person each month)

Jan — 100 Jul — 6400
Feb — 200 Aug — 12,800
Mar — 400 Sept — 25,600
Apr — 800 Oct — 51,200
May — 1600 Nov — 1,02,400
Jun — 3200 Dec — 2,04,800

 Every Christian must be a missionary.
Every non-Christian is a mission-field.

Andrew Murray:
“There are only two groups of Christians:
 one, soulwinners, and the other, backsliders!”

This is what was taught by Jesus:
“He who does not gather with Me scatters!” (Lk 11:23)

2) Luke 14:21,23 ... The Call of Marketplaces
(STREET/OPEN-AIR EVANGELISM)

“Go to the streets and highways ... bring them in”

Jesus  seashore, graveyards, streets
(Mk 6:56; Lk 13:26)

Paul  marketplaces (not just meeting places)
(Acts 17:17)

Apostles Streets (Acts 5:15)
Fishing out where the fish are!

Open-air evangelism
Musical talents
Tracts Distribution

People are open.

3) Matthew 21:2 ... The Call of Villages
 (RURAL EVANGELISM)

“Go to the village opposite to you.”
A colt “tied” — Bound by superstitious beliefs

Morarji Desai: “Villages prosper, India prospers.”
80% lives in Villages;
but 80% of Christian work in cities and towns only.
Evangelizing the evangelized ...

 Go as teams: 12 disciples  6 x 2 (Mt 10:1)
70 disciples  35 x 2  (Lk 10:1)
2 disciples (Mt 21:1,2)
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Early Church: Peter & John
Paul & Silas
Barnabas & Mark
Aquila & Priscilla

(Husband-Wife Team)
You’ll see miracles!

“If two agree ... nothing impossible” (Mt 18:19)

Jesus spoke of  a woman “bound” for 18 years! (Lk 13:16)
Purpose of Pentecost —

“Spirit of the Lord on Me
to preach ... heal ... liberate ...” (Lk 4:18,19)

Medical professionals, go to rural India.

Walk on dusty roads today —
On golden streets tomorrow!

The blistered and bleeding feet are the beautiful feet!
(Rom 10:15)

D.L. Moody: “After I die, I want a monument of
two legs carrying the Gospel!”

4) Mark 16:15 ... The Call of Frontiers
(FRONTIER EVANGELISM)

“Go into all the world and preach the Gospel ...”

We still have 50% of the world’s population without
the Gospel —

After over 2000 years since Christ came!
Work always large ...
Workers always less ...

Wanted Missionaries!
a) Parents:
 God had only one Son and He sent Him ...
 Hudson Taylor ... Dedicated before birth

 Amy Carmichael ... Dedication Prayer:
“God answered the prayers of my parents.”

 John, Charles Wesley and the other children
of Susannah Wesley

 Moses’ mother breastfed him with missionary milk—
“When he became forty ...” (Heb 11:23-26)

Some tips —
 Decorate your house with cross-cultural souvenirs:

Bow & arrows of tribespeople, handicrafts.
Fix up maps.
Tribal pictures/Paper cuttings

 Encourage children to learn Hindi.
Over 40% of Indians speak Hindi.

 Cook variety of foods.
North Indian foods in South India

 Host — Missionaries
— Missionaries’ Children.

 Give missionary names to children.
Nothing wrong in giving the names of sportspersons,
but they win today and lose tomorrow!
Keep reminding them why you gave them

those missionary names.
eg) We named our daughter “Evangeline”

after our passion for Evangelism.

 Encourage your children to seek jobs in other States.
 (Tentmaking Missionaries)

People go to Gulf Countries from India for silver and gold;
why not for souls to other Indian States?

If your children watch you as a material-minded
person, they also will become like that.
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Hannah prayed: “If You give me a son, he is for You!”
But we pray: “If you give me a child, I will write a testimony!”

— Wastage of paper and ink!
Is it right to influence children for missionary work?
Why not?

Don’t you influence them for professional courses?

Take your children to mission fields for vacation.
Give God your best child.

The Scotland mother who lost all her three
daughters to the bullets of the enemies of the Gospel
in China, lamented,
“I don’t have one more daughter to send to China!”

b) Pastors:

Pastor Oswald J. Smith’s birthday Prayer —
“Help me send 400 missionaries before I die.”

Invite Mission Leaders.
Visit pioneer Mission Fields.
Send youth to Mission Stations.
Celebrate Mission Festivals.

The Church is a fellowship;
it should not become a prison —

“Let My people GO!”

A small Church with a large vision is greater
than a big Church with little vision!

c) Preachers:

Even if God is using you wonderfully in local ministries,
you can GO!

“Goodbye, Madras” (a film released in 1991)

Atleast 50% of Churches in cities like Chennai
can be merged with other Churches,
so Pastors can move to the northern States.

Many who ought to have gone out are staying back!

 Paul & Barnabas

Acts 11:19-26
They got stuck in Antioch —
Busy — “prophesying & teaching”
God said: “Release!” (13:1,2)

 You may be a successful evangelist in the CITY
like Philip (Acts 8:5) — Great crowds

Go to the DESERT!
Run there! No transport facility!
An Ethiopian is there!

William Booth: “Some like to live within the sound of
 a Church bell; but I’d rather run a
 rescue shop within a yard of hell.”

d) Young Men & Young Women:
Most of the disciples of Christ were young people.
Saul Paul was a “young man” when called (Acts 7:58).

Calling of names is a fashion today in Gospel meetings;
but for what?

In Bible times —
Abraham — Go to a land I’ll show you!
Moses — Go to Canaan!
Jeremiah — Go to the nations!
Peter & John — Go to fish men!
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Paul — Go to Macedonia!
Peter  — Go to Caesarea! (Cornelius)
Philip  — Go to Gaza desert!
Timothy  — Run away from money

(to do the work of an evangelist)
to catch men!

Go in spite of —
a) Insufficient details — ABRAHAM
b) Lack of talents — eloquence — MOSES
c) Absence of miracles — GIDEON
d) Inexperience — JEREMIAH
e) Family responsibilities — PHILIP
f) Imperfections — DISCIPLES
g) Success in local Ministry — PAUL & BARNABAS

How do we understand the call?
 A voice from WITHIN: A desire

A dissatisfaction
A disturbance

 A voice from ABOVE: Bible Meditation
Prayer
Messages, Meetings

 A voice from AROUND: Needs
Conditions

What do you do when you see a house on fire!

God has never asked anyone: “Why you came?”
But: “Why you came not?”

 A voice From BELOW: Call of the rich man.
83 die per minute.

Isa 6:1,8,9 ... “YOU” first volunteer.

(Study the Outlines 92 & 104 also.)

104

What’s a Missionary Call?

Introduction
 Apostle John saw 7 Churches of Asia in his vision.

I see 7 types of Churches in India today —

1. The Blind Church
— It’s visionless.
— It cannot see beyond its compound wall.

2. The Deaf Church
— It cannot hear the cry of the needy.
— It’s too busy with its own internal matters.

3. The Dumb Church
— It’s voiceless.
— It’s afraid to witness.
— It’s a silent spectator of the world.

4. The Lame Church
— Though it can see, hear and speak, it cannot walk.
— It cannot move out. It’s paralysed.
— It’s lying for 40 years at the temple!

5. The Numb Church
— It has lost its feeling of love & compassion.
— It will bypass the wounded man.

6. The Insane Church
— It does not know what to do.
— It does not know what it does.
— No clarity or direction or focus.
— When the house is on fire,

it will be arranging the furniture!
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7. The Dead Church
— It has a name that it’s alive, but it is actually dead

(Rev 3:2)
— It’s dead for 4 days

or  4 years
or  40 years!

But there’s another Church which is different from
all these Churches —

It’s called the MISSIONARY CHURCH!

 Of the 7 Churches of Asia, only 2 were not rebuked —
One was the Smyrna Church

— “Faithful in witnessing in spite of imprisonment”
(Rev 2:10)

The other was the Philadelphia Church
— “Bold in witnessing in spite of little strength”

(Rev 3:8) (open door)

 Almost every Church has a Notice Board.
There’s one programme that’s invariably mentioned:

WORSHIP SERVICE — This is “unto God”

But I’ve not seen anything like —
WITNESS SERVICE — This is “unto men for God”

The Church comes “in” to worship;
but it does not go “out” to witness.

 Worship & Witness are inseparable —
One must lead to the other —

 Psa 95 ... Come to worship (v1)
Psa 96 ... Go to witness (vv2b,3)

 Psalmist: “All that’s within me, bless His Name!”
Paul: “As much as is in me, I will preach His Name!”

 Jesus’ two Great Commandments:
1. Love God — Worship
2. Love Man — Witness

There’s a revival of Praise & Worship these days,
but what about Proclamation & Witnessing?

 Fanny Crosby — 8000 hymns (Blind after weeks)
My best hymn: “Rescue the Perishing; Care for the dying,

 Jesus is merciful, Jesus will save!”

 Peter: (1 Pet 2:5,9)
Holy Priesthood — “Praise Him” (vertical)
Royal Priesthood — “Proclaim Him” (horizontal)

 The danger of stopping with worship predicted —
Heb 13:15,16 ... Forget not to share ...

 A recent statistics shows that 99% of the Christians
are unemployed!

They are standing idle all day long (Mt 20:1-7) —
Q: “Why do you stand idle?”
A: “No man hired us!”

The men at the 3rd, 6th & 9th hour were simply “recruited;”
but at the 11th hour, “rebuked.”

We keep saying: “We are not called!”
The truth is: “We have not obeyed!”

Haven’t you got anyone of these 7 Calls?
1. The call from HEAVEN

Isa 6:8 ... Whom shall I send?
There’s not even a verse between the call & the response.
In our case, there are sometimes many years!

Isaiah actually volunteered.
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We usually get such a call following a powerful
spiritual experience —

 Isaiah — The vision of the King of kings
when a king died
Isa 6:1

 Peter — Following a miracle catch —
“Depart from me, I am a sinful man” ...
“Fear not, from now on you will catch men!”
(Lk 5:1-10)

 Paul — On the Road to Damascus —
He calls it the “heavenly vision”
(Acts 9:1-20; 26:19)

Recollect your past spiritual experiences & encounters.
Were you not called?
What did you promise God at that time?

2. The call from HELL
“Send Lazarus!” (Lk 16:27)

83 persons die/minute —
Most of them go to a Christless eternity.

Men without Christ will die eternally.
Salvation is only thro’ Christ.

God says: “The soul that sins shall die!”
But the devil’s oldest lie: “You shall not die!”

We must tell the Truth —
The Truth shall free people!

The awful lot of sinners when Christ returns: 2 Thess 1:7-9

Hell is eternal and literal.
We do not need a vision of Heaven;
we are anyway going there;
we have a visa to Heaven.

More than that a CITIZENSHIP in Heaven!
What we need is a vision of Hell!

(William Booth)
Deliver those drawn to death —

Prov 24:11,12

Every funeral of a non-Christian is a Missionary Call!

3. The call of HUMANITY
There are millions wounded outside Jerusalem

on the road to Jericho (Lk 10:30)
Let’s leave Jerusalem and “go forth”
with Jesus “outside the city” for the people (Heb 13:12,13)

People are disillussioned by —
Priests (religion)
Philosophers (wisdom)
Professors (science, education)
Politicians (Government.)
Possessions (money)
Pleasures (sex)

 There are more people on the earth today than
ever before—
But the job is easy if EVERYONE involves himself —

   AD 1430 ... 1 Believer among 100 persons
1790 ... 2 Believers among 100 persons
1940 ... 3 Believers among 100 persons
1960 ... 4 Believers among 100 persons
1970 ... 5 Believers among 100 persons
1980 ... 6 Believers among 100 persons
1983 ... 7 Believers among 100 persons
1986 ... 8 Believers among 100 persons
1989 ... 9 Believers among 100 persons
1993 ... 10 Believers among 100 persons

Which means, It’s much more now.
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Each Christian has to evangelize just about 3 or 4 persons!
What a tremendous possibility!

Give yourself to Personal Soulwining.

You have a Message!
You have a Mouth!       GO!

 80% of India lives in villages —
They are calling us,

“Come and help us!” (Macedonian: Acts 16:9)

Go as teams to Village Evangelism.

You can even go as short-term Missionaries.

What’s the use of learning about warfare
if you are not going to warfront?

eg) The Ephesian warfare passage (Eph 6)
is a Missionary Passage (vv19,20)

4. The call of the HEART
eg)Moses ... Acts 7:22,23

By faith, he stepped out! (Heb 11:24-27)

He saw the invisible ...
He heard the inaudible ...
He chose the imperishable ...
He attempted the impossible!

Don’t fear! Go!
 It’s to the goers Jesus said:

“I will be with you to the end of the world” (Mt 28:19,20)

 The Holy Spirit is given to make us bold in witnessing;
No spirit of fear! (Acts 1:8; 2 Tim 1:6-8) —

Spirit of power: to express the message.
Spirit of love: to embrace men.
Spirit of sound mind: to employ suitable methods.

 Worry not what you will eat, drink —
Your Father knows! (Mt 6:25-32)

Who is calling you?

The Father — Will He not feed His Children?
The King — Will He not provide for His Soldiers?
The Lord of Harvest — Will He not pay His Labourers?

It is GOD who plants holy desires —
Phil 2:13

 Parents, don’t suppress such desires of your children.
Encourage them!

 Young people,
don’t quench the Spirit when He stirs up your heart.
“He will not always strive!” (Gen 6:3a)

Harden not your heart, if you hear His voice today!

5. The call of HORRORS
 Wars, earthquakes ... etc. are preparations for

Gospel proclamation —
Lk 21:10-13 ... “an occasion for testimony”

Our greatest tragedy is the missed opportunities.

eg) After World War II, Gen. Douglas MacArthur pleaded
with the American Church to send 1000s of missionaries
to a humbled and defeated Japan. But it hesitated.
During that time, Japan has invented a new god
called “materialism” —
Now every country is worshipping the goods made
in Japan!

Similarly, This is the day of Salvation for NORTH INDIA.
The fight is between Hindus & Moslems,

over places of worship.
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Tell folks: God does not dwell in buildings made of hands.

The South Indian Church is lethargic and indifferent.

Why spend so much time learning Hebrew instead of Hindi?

Why spend so much time learning Greek instead of Gujarathi?

Understand why God wrote
the NT in Greek and not in Hebrew!

 India is going thro’ very serious times —

Suicides —1980: 41,663
1990: 73,911
2000: more than 1,00,000
(40% increase)
Maximum suicide in Tamilnadu!

More broken homes.
Increased divorce rate.
Parents-Children conflicts.

Visit Homes.
Visit Hospitals.

The Daily Newspaper is God's call to His world!

6. The call of HAPPENINGS
Instances God allows in our lives are His message to us—

eg) Moses (Ex 2:11-15)
— Circumstances drove him from Egypt

to Midian where he met his girl
and his God!

 It was a “choice” as well (Heb 11:24-26)

All things work together for our good —

eg) Paul (Phil 1:12,13)

God speaks louder thro’ our failures than our successes.
Our disappointments are God’s appointments.

Do not waste your sorrows!

— Problems in your workspot may be God’s voice to you.
— Losses in business may be God’s voice to you.
— Guidance thro’ closed doors ...

Asia  Bithinia  Macedonia (Acts 16:6-10)
Keep going!
“If you turn to left or right ...” (Isa 30:20,21)
Keep moving!

7. The call of HISTORY
We learn from history that God has always used young
people for important jobs —
eg) The disciples of Christ (They left their father ...)

 First era of Missionary work
— William Carey, 1761-1834 (not yet 30)

 Second era of Missionary work
— David Livingstone (1813-1873)
— Hudson Taylor (1832-1905)
— Mary Slessor (1848-1915)

 Third era of Missionary work
— Cameron Townsend (1896-1982)
— Donald McGavran (1897-1990)

Why?
Young people finish the work first, and then ask questions;
unlike older people who want their questions to be
answered before they start the work.

Growth rate: Christianity 6.9%, Hinduism 2.2%,
Islam 2.7%, Buddhism 1.7%
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Yes, Christianity is the fastest growing
religion in the world today.

Missionary work is a relay race.
Young man, young woman, will you take up the baton now?

If not you, who?
If not now, when?

The entire Egypt came to know that
Jehovah is the living God, thro’ Joseph the young man!

The entire Babylon ...
Daniel, Hananiah, Azariah & Mishael, the young men!

Young man, you are God’s choice for India!

This is perhaps the last decade!
Then, you are in the finishing stretch.

COME NOW!
 “Seize the day. Put no trust in the morrow!”

— Roman Poet, Horace, BC 23

 Conclusion
1. Heaven is calling.
2. Hell is calling.
3. Humanity is calling.
4. Your Heart is calling.
5. Horrors are calling.
6. Happenings are calling.
7. History is calling.

Jesus calls you thro’ all these!
Are you not called?

(Study the Outlines 103 & 108 also.)

105

Introduction
 A classic passage on Missionary work —

Rom 10:12-15
This introduces 5 actors in the Missionary scene —

Senders
Preachers
Hearers
Believers
Worshippers

Yes, “sending” is fundamental in Missionary work.

Missionary (Latin) = Apostle (Gr) = “One sent forth”
Sending is more than contributing money to Missions.
It’s an exercise involving 5 actions —

1. It is PRAYING for missionary work.
 Jesus: Pray therefore ... (Mt 9:36-38)

Before He said, “GO therefore” (Mt 28:19)

Paul: First of all ... prayers ... for all men (1 Tim 2:1-4)

 What to pray for:

 Boldness for workers (Eph 6:19,20)
 Opening of hearts

— Lydia (Acts 16:14)
— God of this world has blinded  ... (2 Cor 4:3,4)

God to command light ...
 Silencing of opposers (1 Pet 2:15)

... signs ... wonders ... (Acts 4:29,30)

What’s Missionary Sending?
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 New believers
“for those who would believe their word” (Jn 17:20)

 Wellbeing of the Missionaries (See Outline 110)
Mental, Physical, Spiritual, Financial, Social

Be a Preventive Prayer Partner (PPP),
because prevention is better than cure.
Let your prayers protect the missionaries from —

Defilement
Diseases
Depressions
Divisions
Dangers

 How to pray:
 Pray as inspired —

The Holy Spirit may specifically burden you about
some strange situation in the field.

 Pray as informed —
Mission Periodicals
The book, Operation World, Newspapers
Sharing by Leaders & Workers

 Pray as intended/imagined —
Think of the possible difficulties and
various needs of the field and the labourers
Pray with passion —

Rom 9:1-3; 10:1,2
Similarly, Moses (Ex 32:32)

(Study the Outline 101.)

2. It is GIVING to missionary work.
Christian ministry can be broadly classified as —

a) Planting of Churches — “I planted” (1 Cor 3:6)
Fishermen ... Quarriers

b) Perfecting the Churches — “Apollos watered”
Shepherds ... Sculptors

What we give to God must be shared to these two categories.

 How to give:

a) Give systematically
— Make a monthly pledge because Missions

make a monthly commitment to their workers.

— Making a commitment is a discipline.
eg) General Savings vs. Recurring Deposits

Various schemes —

 Sponsor-A-Missionary

 Adopt-A-Field

 Build-A-Church/Quarters

 Donate-A-Vehicle

 Make-An-Endowment

How many lakhs we spend for our children’s education!

b) Give sacrificially

— Foregoing a legitimate pleasure and giving it to God
eg) Philippian believers (Phil 4:15,16/2 Cor 8:1-3)

— Sacrificial giving is aromatic to God and to people
eg) Alabaster box (Jn 12:3/Isa 43:24)

 Another group to be helped —
The Poor

When we give to the Church and the ministries
we GIVE to God;

When we give to the poor we LEND to God! (Prov 19:17)
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“The poor are always with us”
Are we always with the poor?

What is done to the little ones ... (Mt 25:34-40)
(Study the Outline 102.)

3. It is REFRESHING the Missionaries.
Missionaries are not angels;
they are ordinary men and women
called to do an extraordinary work.

They have worries/exhaustion/tensions/etc.
Refresh them with “a cup of cold water” (Mt 10:40,42)

Jesus said this at the end of commissioning the twelve.

 Practical ways of refreshing the Missionaries —

 Medical help — eg) Missionary Upholders Trust

 Children’s expenses ... Maintenance Sponsorship
Educational Sponsorship

 Clothes, Gadgets, Blankets, Sleeping Bags, ...

 Hosting them during vacations.
Help build Missionary Rest Houses.

Paul’s testimony —

1 Cor 16:17,18 ... They refreshed my spirit.
2 Tim 1:16-18 ... Onesiphorus refreshed me often
Phile 22 ... a guest room ...
John’s admonition —
3 Jn 6-8 ... “Send them in a manner worthy of God”

 Associating thus with the missionaries
helps us to stay humble and simple.

(Study the Outline 110.)

4. It is ENCOURAGING the work.
One of the major problems of the missionaries
is “loneliness” — Very little fellowship —

 Visit the fields —

a) To encourage the work and the new congregations

The new believers would realize they are part of a
larger body, especially when they face opposition.

Jesus visited the villages visited by His disciples (Lk 10:1)
(Children are encouraged when we attend their

School functions.)
b) To be challenged

“Nothing like seeing!”
Jesus: “Lift up your eyes and look ... fields” (Jn 4:35)
We will pray more meaningfully.
Use the LTC for such purposes.

5. It is INVOLVING in Personal Evangelism.
Frontier missions is actually an extension of
neighbourhood evangelism —

Acts 1:8 ... Jerusalem  Judea  Samaria  World

Jesus went AND sent (Mt 10:5; 11:1; Lk 10:1)
Paul went AND sent (1 Cor 4:17-19; Phil 2:23,24,28)

Supporters must be soulwinners also.
Imagine a hall filled with pillars only!

“Go” and “Send”

 Three areas where you can directly involve —
a) Personal witnessing / Friendship Evangelism
b) Visitation Evangelism

Hospitals ... Prisons ... Slums ...
Homes ... Schools & Colleges



c) Rural Outreach/Frontier Missions
80% of Indians live in villages.
Go as teams on weekends.

What functioned as a Gospel Team (1963-1970)
in the College Campus of Karaikudi, Tamilnadu, India,
grew into the Full Gospel Young Men Association
(now BYM) in 1971.

 Be a Mission mobilizer —
a) To form Prayer Cells
b) To mobilize funds

 Tragedies of Christendom —

Churches without Vision
Hearts without Burden
Eyes without Tears
Hands without Sacrifice
Lips without Boldness
Feet without Swiftness
Knees without Scratches

Let’s plunge into action to change this trend.

(Study the Outline 92.)
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Why we lose the Missionary Vision
Introduction

The coming of Jesus was a threat to Satan’s kingdom.
He was afraid he would lose his captives.
Therefore he attempted —

 To kill the Baby Jesus
 To thrust Him from the Temple
 To dissuade Him from going to the Cross
 To spread rumours that He never rose again
 To stop the infant Church from aggressive

 evangelism thro’ persecution/martyrdom
 To lead the Church thro’ the ages into apostasy

(eg. Rev 2 & 3)
But he has been only partially successful.
“The gates of Hell are not able to stop the building

 of the Church!” (Mt 16:18)
Satan’s modern tactic is to lead God’s people
to eccentric emphasis of certain Biblical truths
to cloud out evangelism and dampen the
missionary zeal and dim their vision.

This he does from our modern pulpits —
2 Cor 11:14,15 ... Angel of light &

Ministers of righteousness
Such doctrines will not be totally wrong,

but these will be only partially correct!

These are attractive but distracting us from the priority
of missionary evangelism —

Mk 13:10 ... The Gospel ... MUST ... FIRST ...
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Disturbing/Distracting Doctrines —
1. Perfection Doctrine

It is God’s will that we must become holy
and perfect as He is.
But an eccentric emphasis of this doctrine
teaches people that they must not preach to others
until they have become perfect.
It injects into them a constant feeling of unworthiness.

eg) A wrong interpretation of
99 vs. 1 sheep

i.e. Why bother about 1 sheep when the 99 inside
the fold are not perfect?

Actually in India, “1” is inside, “99” are outside!

 The truth — Perfection in 3 Stages
(1) Crisis — Justification (Conversion)

As if we have never sinned
(2) Process — Sanctification (Christian life)

  That we may not sin
(3) Crisis — Glorification (II Coming)

So that we cannot sin

How? (1) By the finished work at Calvary
(2) By the power of Pentecost
(3) By the glory of Second Advent

“Positional” to “Practical” perfection
(Col 2:9,10  vs.  Mt 5:48).

 Bible examples of instant witnessing —
 Samaritan woman (Jn 4:28-30)
 Demon-possesed man ... “Go & tell” (Mk 5:19)
 The disciples with all their defects (Mt 28:16-20)
 Apostle Paul ... “straightaway” (Acts 9:19,20)

Bishop Stephen Neil: “Evangelism is one beggar telling
 another beggar where to find bread.”

Saved to Serve! Sanctified to Serve!

2. Prosperity Doctrine
It is true that Christ came to give “life”
and that it may become “more abundant” (Jn 10:10).
But He did not promise a life
without suffering and sacrifice.

The Health & Wealth Gospel.
The Name-it-Claim-it Gospel.

This is the most popular message in Christianity
in all the ages, because, it offers too much for too little.

Missionary work impossible without suffering & sacrifice —
1 Cor 4:9-13

Prosperity preachers emphasize the first part of Hebrew 11
leaving the latter part —

eg) vv35-38

 OT vs. NT (Dt 28:1-14 vs. Spiritual blessings,
Rich in faith)

 Prosperity is to be geared to the missionary work —

 Abraham left towers for tents.
(Imagine 318 trained servants born

in his own house! — Gen 14:14)
(To leave India for America

is easier than leaving America for Africa!)
 “My God shall supply all your need”

Phil 4:19 ... Mission-minded people ... (vv15,16)

 “As your soul prospers ...”
3 Jn 2 ... Supporters of missionaries ... (vv5-8)
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i.e. Lowering our standard of living
improves the standard of our life and that of others!

But, Most of the prosperity preachers work among the
affluent, not the headhunters!

— CT Studd, a millionaire, lived a simple life
in African jungles without even an electric light.

— The health of many missionaries permanently
affected ... Malaria/Ulcer/Kidney stone/Brain fever...

Read the missionary biographies rather than watching
luxury-loving Hollywood-style evangelists on the TV!

3. Power Doctrine
Praise God for the renewed interest in the power
of the Holy Spirit and His gifts. But we forget the primary
“Purpose of Pentecost” —

Acts 1:8 ... Not just witnessing according to convenience
but an aggressive and strategic
missionary evangelism —
“from Jerusalem to the ends of the earth!”

The Gift of the Spirit —

Acts 2:38,39 — “To all who are afar off !”

Paul’s power ministry —

Rom 15:18-20 ... “Jerusalem and round about
to Illyricum ... where Christ is not named”

See his maps of missionary journey
at the end of your Bible!

Paul to Timothy —

2 Tim 1:7,8,11 ... Spirit of power ... chains ... Gentiles

Several “power” doctrine preachers belittle the sincere
and faithful efforts of thousands of missionaries labouring
sacrificially for long in remote areas. They criticize that these
simple workers have no miracles!

 John the Baptist — “Spirit & power of Elias” —
but no signs & wonders

Jn 10:41 ... No miracle but a message!
(VOICE)

He didn’t raise the dead but he raised a dead nation!

 Amy Carmichael performed no miracle
but she fought against temple prostitution.

 William Carey ... stopped the evil practice of Sati.

 Dr. Ida Scudder ... Medical help to women suffering
 because of superstitions

 David Livingstone performed no miracle
but he paved the way into dark Africa.

Today Church grows fastest in Africa.
All these missionaries fought against the

powers of darkness!
But one famous Power Evangelist discouraged me
going to tribal areas with the Gospel!

 Spiritual warfare —

Eph 6:10-20 ... Shoes ... Sword ... Chains ...

 Faith to live in jungles infested with snakes and bears—
Mk 16/Acts 28 (Malta tribes)

 Power is not for laughing, falling, roaring, crawling
and barking!
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4. Praise & Prayer Doctrine

We are living in the days of Restoration in the Church.
The doctrine and practice of worship is one of the prominent
disciplines which is restored.

Here again we have left one for the other.

Unbelievers worship work, saying “Work is worship!”
Believers have begun to worship worship!

Let’s look at these Scriptures —

 Heb 13:15,16 ... But do not forget to do good

 1 Pet 2:5 ... Holy Priests ... Praise
 :9 ... Royal Priests ... Proclamation

(Lift up HOLY HANDS — Go out with BEAUTIFUL FEET)

 Neh 8:10 ... Joy of the Lord ... Send portions ...

 Am 6:1a,5,6 ... Woe ... Zion ... Instruments ... Joseph

 Lk 10:30-32 ... Priest & Levite too busy with the activities
to take care of the wounded man!

 Acts 2:47 ... Praising God AND having favour with
ALL people ... added ...

 Psa 67:1,2 ... God’s face shining on us
so we may shine for Him!

Worship is not to entertain us but to equip us with His
powerful presence and send us out into a world of darkness.

Similarly PRAYER ...
Praying followed by going (Lk 10:2,3).
Holy mountain ... It’s good for us to be here.

It’s good for people to leave here.

5. Prophecy Doctrine

Prophesying is a beautiful gift of the Holy Spirit.
But people are preoccupied with the
“Personal” and “Predictive” prophecies —

In the OT — Predominantly foretelling
In the NT — Primarily forthtelling

Acts 2:17 ... ALL flesh ... not a selective group!

Did the young men and young women
prophesy (predict) when their old men would die?

What was their prophecy?
“The wonderful works of God” (v11)
The “testimony” of Jesus (Rev 19:10)

 The first missionaries were prophets!
Acts 13:1-4

 Paul was a prophet — That’s why the prophetesses
and the prophet could not stop him —
“Do not break my heart by your tears!”

(emotionalism) (Acts 21:8-14)
Paul was right: See Acts 23:11

 What kind of Prophecies we need today —

 This language group does not have the Bible.
Let this congregation take up that project!

 So and so has more money than what he needs.
Let him invest it in that tribal group.

 There are too many Churches in this area.
Let this assembly leave this place and be planted
in Himalayan Jungles to reach Pilgrims & Sadhus!
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6. Predestination Doctrine
Rom 8:30 ... whom He predestined ... called ...

Yes, God to be God knows who all would respond
to His invitation.

He will have no surprises,
because He knows “the end from the beginning!”

 But His invitation is to ALL —
Mt 11:28 ... Come to Me, “all” who labour ...

Election demands evangelism.

 His desire is for ALL to be saved —
1 Tim 2:1,4,6

(v1) Our prayer, (v4) God’s desire, (v6) Christ’s sacrifice

 His commission is to reach ALL men —
Mk 16:15 ... Preach to every creature ...

We are not to be choosy: “ALL” the world, “EVERY” creature.
They went “everywhere”

 How about those who die without hearing the Gospel?
— This is God’s job!

He is a Righteous Judge ...
Rom 2:11-16 ... no partiality ...

Heaven and Hell are eternal and literal.
Do not say, “God is too loving to send anyone to hell”
Remember, “God is too holy to permit any sinner into heaven”

7. Postponement Doctrine
Two excuses:

a) Let a revival come first!
Waiting for a conducive atmosphere (Eccl 11:4-6)

The Gospel is not a “seasonal” crop —
2 Tim 4:1-5 ... Beware of new & novel teachings!

Keep doing the work of an evangelist!

We must simultaneously work for
revival (= edification of saints)

and evangelism (= evangelisation of sinners).
“Today is the day of Salvation ... Now ...” (2 Cor 6:2)

b) Christ will not return so soon!
Am 6:3,6b ... put far off the day of doom ...

The delay is for “US” to reach every sinner —
2 Pet 3:9 ... all to repent ... not perish ...

Let’s hasten His return —
Mt 24:14 ... Gospel to all Nations ... THEN the END

 Conclusion
 Beware of the excessive emphasis

of any of these doctrines!
 Keep your hands on the plough —

Then nothing else will interest you!

 So many forces will try to distract you.
Shout like Nehemiah: “I cannot come down!”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Why we fail in Missionary Evangelism

Introduction
 One of the commonest words used in Christian circles

these days: “Vision”

Vision alone is not sufficient.
Vision must be translated into action.

Hab 2:2 ... write the vision ... that he who reads
may run!

 The apostles were given by the Lord a vision of the
lost world —

With that vision they “filled Jerusalem” with their doctrine
and “turned the world” upside down! (Acts 5:28; 17:6)

They even made kings “tremble” and made them
“almost Christians!” (Acts 24:25; 26:28,29)

Similarly Apostle Paul had a vision —
He calls it the “heavenly vision” —
His first question was:

“What do you want me to DO?”
He later testified,
“I was not disobedient to the Heavenly vision” (Acts 26:19)

 We put a man on the moon;
in less than 24 hours the whole world

came to know about it.
God put a Man called Jesus on the earth;
even after over 2000 years nearly 50% of the people,
in the same planet, do not know about it!

We have more finance;
We have more facilities;
We have more freedom; and
We have more fellowship than the First Century!

BUT ...
Why we fail in Missionary Evangelism
Let’s analyse the situation — Not critical but analytical.

1. Lack of Personal Involvement
Missionary work is not for a selected few.

“Every heart (person) without Christ is a mission field;
Every heart (person) with Christ is a mission(ary) force”

If every non-Christian must be evangelized,
every Christian must evangelize!

A Reformation Truth —
“Priesthood of all believers”

1 Pet 2:9,10 (Theory vs. Practice)

Fulltime workers alone can never get the job done!
The job is too big!

(The war is too important to be left to the Generals.)

That’s the meaning of “ALL” flesh — (Acts 2:17,18)
Sons ... daughters ... young men ... old men ...
menservants ... maid servants ... “WHOEVER”

eg) Everyone except the apostles went everywhere!
(Acts 8:1,4)

Men believers alone were over 5000 at that time.
Each one, reach one!

Win one soul per month and make him a soulwinner —

J  -  F  -  M  -  A  -  M  -  J  -  Jl  - A   -   S   -   O   -   N   -   D
1    2      4     8    16    32   64  128   256   512  1024 2048

What a possibility!
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A call to arise and shine —

Isa 60:1/Eph 5:14 ... The Sleeping Beauty
The Silent Majority

“One becomes a thousand!” (Isa 60:22)

 Evangelist T.L. Osborn: “YOU are the CHURCH!”

“You are the Body (Hands, Eyes, Mouth, Feet) of Christ.”

(Study the Outline 92.)

 Do not adopt substitutes!
Praying or Giving is no substitute for Going —
Lk 10:1 ... Jesus sent two by two & He Himself went ...

  8:1-3 ... Women supporters went with Him.

It must not be, “Go OR Send”
  but, “Go AND Send”

— Go wherever you can — streets, slums, hospitals,
 prisons, villages, etc.

Tracts distribution, Open-air preaching,
House-to-house, etc.

— Send others to places where you cannot go yourself.

2. Duplication of Ministries

When we say everyone must involve in missions
and evangelism,
it does not mean everyone must do everything.

 The disciples of the Lord’s Army —
Joel 2:7,8,11 ... they do not break ranks ...
Otherwise unhealthy competition!

eg) Conventions in the same grounds/to same crowd —

We name the programmes as —

Joy Festival
Happiness Festival All the same!
Great Joy Festival

Similarly, everyone need not publish a magazine.
Same content/Same colour/Same press

 Look at Jesus’ example —
Jn 4:1-3 ... John vs. Jesus (Baptism)

 Paul’s example —

Rom 15:20,21 ... To follow Scripture and
to avoid duplication

2 Cor 10:3,15,16 ... To avoid competition, fights
and boasting

“Other men’s labour”
“Other men’s sphere”

Just like Jesus & Paul,
senior leaders and top preachers must set an example—

They must leave States like Tamilnadu, Kerala
and Andhra for the Northern States of India —
Now they leave only for United States of America!

Now there’s an imbalance —
Ten men around the tip and only one at the trunk,

 while carrying a tree!
It is by being planted in heathen lands,

we can exert an evangelistic influence —

eg) Joseph — Egypt (Pharaoh’s confession — Gen 41:38)
Daniel — Babylon (King Darius — Dan 6:25,26)
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3. Overinvestment in immovable properties
Buildings are necessary,
but they can become stumbling blocks
for missionary “movement.”

God has called us to be the “salt” of the earth.
Salt must he shaken out of the salt-cellar.

People worked against this principle in “Babel” —

Gen 9:1 (Noah)/11:4,5,8 (Babel)

God “prevented” the early Church from building
a huge headquarters in Jerusalem —

Acts  2:44-47 — A fast growing Church (members)
4:34-37 — A Church with lots of money

Even when people give tithes, so much is gathered today.
But when people gave total, how much would it have been!

But God scattered them — Acts 8:1 (x 1:8)

Jehovah witnesses don’t invest much in Church buildings—
They believe in “going” to the people
rather than calling people “come” to them.

“We shape our buildings and then they shape us!”
— Sir Winston Churchill

We should never build a building we cannot tear down,
if need be, in order to reach more people;
because people are the priority, not buildings.

Instead of one Church building with a capacity of 2000;
we can have 10 buildings in various places
each with a capacity of 200!

Mega Church mentality usually leads to personal
empire-building.

4. Exaggerated reports of evangelism
We do not glorify God by exaggerated reports
but deceive ourselves.

Gospel records — Men alone 5000 (Mt 14:21)
(They left certain things unsaid.)
We would have reported it as 25000!

— Not many miracles in Nazareth
(Mt 13:58)
(Do we ever say any such thing about
our Crusades?)

— 153 fish! (Jn 21:11)

 Exaggerated reports blind our eyes to see the enormity
of the unfinished task.

Some statistics —

 Reaching India is like reaching 200 countries
of the world. Many States in India are larger than
many countries of our world.

eg) UP — 139 Millions
  i.e. more than 50% of US population

 Total number of people groups in India — 3000
Christians in 300 only.

 Bible languages —
Full Bible — 74
New Testament — 75
Portions — 60+
About 100 Bibleless languages after 2000 years!

Why God gave NT in Greek  (commercial language),
and not in Hebrew (religious language)!
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World scene —
Languages — 6000
Just at least one book of the Bible — 3000

The City of Mumbai alone produces over 400 films per year!
i.e. More than 1 per day!

At what speed do we translate the Bible?

5. Spending too much time and money
among Christians

Christ’s blood not only for us ... (1 Jn 2:2)
He is God of the Gentiles also ... (Rom 3:29)

“Is He not the God of the Gentiles also?” Challenge!

If in India, 80% are Hindus,
do we spend 80% of our time for them?

If 12% are Moslem,
do we spend 12% of our time for them?

The fact is, Over 90% of our time is spent for Christians
who are just about 4%.

eg) Our Gospel Meetings — Attended mostly by Christians
Evangelising the evangelized ...
Converting the converted ...
Baptising the baptized ...
Comforting the comforted ...
but, Neglecting the neglected!

Overseas evangelists steal most of our time which can be
used in personal evangelism and rural outreach.
Believers in Chennai, Bengaluru, Mumbai ... beware!
 Our Christian TV programmes —

Most of them address Christians who know the
Bible, and not the non-Christians!

 Even Hindu convert evangelists —
Why don’t they publish magazines for Hindu
converts addressing their practical issues —

Cross-cultural marriages
Partitioning of properties
Scholarships and reservation
Family festivals and functions
Rituals and traditions
Gospel in Hindu vocabulary

(Praise God, atleast a few Moslem convert evangelists
 work mainly among Moslem friends).

Reluctance of Jerusalem Christians (Acts 8:1/11:19-21)

God’s promise to send us to various tribes —
(Isa 66:18,19) ... 212 tribes in India!

Leave Jerusalem (Heb 13:12-14) —
Nearly 80% of Indians live in villages.

Jesus did not die in a Cathedral but between criminals!

 Not only time, we also spend —
94% of our contributions on the Christian world.
5.5% of our contributions on evangelized non-Christian world.
Only 0.5% of our contributions on unevangelised world.

— Statistics by David Barrett, Missions Researcher

Church Budgeting.
Personal Giving.

6. Apprehension of Churches about Missions
“Para” Church organisations — “Para” = alongside

 Paraclete ... Another Comforter
(Para-medicals ... Technicians & Therapists

to help alongside the doctors)
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 Para-Church organisations ... To help the local
Church to fulfil their translocal
and universal mission

5-fold ministries —
Local ministers vs. Translocal ministers
Residential ministries vs. Mobile ministries

(eg) Apostles (Acts 13:1/14:14)

Not a substitute but a supplement.
Extension of the local Church into the world.
They are specialized ministries —

eg) Bible Societies & Bible Translators
Unless someone “translates” the Bible,
you cannot “interpret” it!

eg) Pioneer Missions

Any medical doctor can treat a heart patient,
but why do we go to a Cardiologist?

 Conduct Missionary Conventions.
 Host frontline Missionaries.
 Send youth to Needy Land Tours. (Mission Fields)
 Introduce Missionary Biographies & Autobiographies.
 Circulate Mission Magazines.

Do not start a missionary work as a “reaction” in the
negative sense — To stop people going out or giving away —
God will not bless such motives.

Should not the Pentecostal Churches outgive
the non-Pentecostal Churches in giving?
Unfortunately this is not true in India or abroad.

— Of the top 20 US Churches in missionary giving,
not one of them is charismatic.

7. Settling down of talented youngsters
in local Church ministries

 Pioneer work needs more talented and brilliant candidates
than for local pastoral ministry.

Boldness — Hostile communities ... loneliness ...
unsafe jungles ... remote places ...
martyrdom

Faith — Fruitless (soils) fields
Hard work — Language study ... cultural adjustment
Sacrifice — Less comfort ... poor salary ...

difficult travels ... children’s
education ... poor congregations

You may have a pastoral calling;
but why settle down in Tamilnadu or Kerala?

 Missionary work itself is a Shepherd’s work —
Mt 9:35-37 ... Following that, apostles sent
Lk 15:4-7 ... Shepherd going after one sheep

Jn 10:16 ... Other sheep I have ...
“I am the Good Shepherd”

Acts 13:1 ... Paul & Silas were Prophets ... Teachers.
Paul wrote “Pastoral” Epistles.

 The entire NT was written by Missionaries —

Matthew — Martyrdom in Ethiopia
Mark — Went to Egypt ... founded the Church

in Alexandria ...
Killed by Roman Emperor Nero

Luke — Missionary doctor
John — Ministered around Ephesus in Asia...

Banished to Patmos
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Paul — Most letters written during
missionary journeys or imprisonment

Hebrews — 10:34 ... Missionary language
James — Solved the missionary problem of

Jerusalem Church ...
violent martyr death at 70.

Peter — Crucified upside down by Nero.

 Titus was left in “Crete” (Tit 1:5,12)
How difficult people!

North India — Shepherdless sheep
South India — Sheepless shepherds

If you  don’t go to places of no competition,
you will not be catching fish but only frogs
which jump from one Church to the other!

108
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Why we disobey the Missionary Call

Introduction
The lesson of the Parable of the wedding feast (Mt 22) —

“Many are called, but few are chosen” (v14)

In other words: “Many are called, but only a few obey!”

“THE OBEDIENT PEOPLE ARE THE CHOSEN PEOPLE.”
“OBEDIENCE MAKES THE DIFFERENCE

BETWEEN GOD’S CALL & HIS CHOICE!”

Why we disobey the Missionary Call —
1. Failure to understand the seriousness

of the Great Commission
 The Great Commission is not a nice suggestion.

It is even more than a “commandment.”
“ALL authority ... Go therefore!” (Mt 28:18,19)

 Our responsibility to obey the Great Commission
is found throughout the Bible —

 “Where is your brother? ... Am I my brother’s keeper?”
(Gen 4:9)

 “Be sure your sin will find you out!”
(Num 32:5-7,22,23) (Helping the frontliners)

 “Day of Good News ... not doing night ... if silent”
(2 Ki 7:9)
4 lepers to go into 4 directions!

 “Portions for whom nothing is prepared”
Do not get lost in celebrations — (Neh 8:10)
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 “If you don’t deliver those drawn to death ...”
(Prov 24:11,12)

 “Follow Me; I will make you fishers of men”
(Mt 4:19)

 “Woe unto me if I preach not the Gospel”
(1 Cor 9:16,17)

Obedience to the missionary call is not an option
but an obligation.

2. Attachment to earthly blessings
 Abraham the first missionary.

The Genesis of missionary work —
Gen 12:1-3
THE condition: “LEAVE”

 Those who left immediately —
Peter, Andrew, James, John (Mt 4:18-22)

“Net” “Boat” “Father”
 Livelihood  Property  Family

Matthew—
“Tax office” “ALL” (Lk 5:27-29)
 His job Missionary Farewell Feast!

 Three common excuses:
Field — Flock — Family (Lk 14:18-20)

 What does it mean to stay detached —
a) Realize we are not owners but simply users.
b) Test whether things possess us or we possess them.

3. Negative influence of family & friends
 Paul, called to preach, did not immediately consult ...

Gal 1:15-17 ... flesh ... blood ... Jerusalem ...
(He got alone with God and made a total commitment.)

Counselling & consultation necessary; but
many times our consultations are to evade God’s orders!

There are more disobedient Christians than the obedient —
Beware!

 While giving the Commissioning Address to the
12 missionaries (= apostles),
Jesus spoke about “sword” in the family —

Mt 10:5a,34-39

 Delayed obedience is disobedience —
Funeral & Farewell
Lk 9:59-62

The recruitment of 70 missionaries followed this! (10:1)

How I simply “informed” my widowed mother and in-laws of
my decision to enter God’s work fulltime

 A call to Parents!
“The firstborn to be given to God” (Ex 22:29b)

God had only one Son and He sent Him as a Missionary.
If you have two, you have one too many!

Encourage/motivate/influence/persuade your children
for God’s work —

eg) How you labour to make them a doctor/engineer!

 Childless couples:
Hannah: 1 Sam 1:11b ... male child ... to the Lord

But we say, “I will write a testimony in the magazine!”
(waste of paper + ink!)

Others: “I’ve dedicated him; but let God speak to him.”
No, you take Him to the ministry —

1 Sam 1:21,22,24
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 Friends: “Why this waste?” (Mk 14:4)

Do not calculate, WHAT you give;
but consider, TO WHOM you give!

4. Sense of inadequacy
 Jeremiah’s call to the Nations —

“I am a youth” (Jer 1:4-8) — No EXPERIENCE

Moses’ call —
“I am not eloquent” (Ex 4:10-12) — No ELOQUENCE

Gideon’s call —
“I am the weakest and the least”

(Judg 6:14-16) — No AFFLUENCE

In Missionary work, it is not MAN the goer
but it is GOD the Sender who is important —

“All authority I have ... GO THEREFORE!”
(Mt 28:18,19)

Whatever may be your inadequacy,
“HE WILL BE WITH YOU ALWAYS”
— to take care of everything (v20)

Literature graduates
— Bible Translation
— Christian Journalism

People learn Hindi to watch Hindi films.
Shall we not learn Hindi to win Hindi folks?

5. Fear of future
Several questions surface when we consider
the missionary call —

 What about finance?
Mt 6:31-33 ... Seek first ... added ...

How are they “added?”
Mk 10:29,30 ... more friends, helpers, houses, etc.

 What about the children?
God blessed Isaac because of Abraham’s obedience —

Gen 26:4,5,12

How God healed and blessed our daughter
when we hardened our hearts and left her in the hostel,
when we moved to stay in the mission fields.

History — Missionaries’ children blessed.

 What if I cannot make it till the end?

Do not look at those who returned.
They are a real minimum.
Why look at Judas Iscariot?

We do not stop writing exams
because some fail in exams! Do we?

Promises:
“I know whom I have believed ...

What I’ve committed ...” (2 Tim 1:12)

“Faithful is He who has called you ...
He will also do it” (1 Thess 5:24)

6. Concern for our native town
Our question: When there are so many unconverted people
in our own town, why go to distant places?

 It is not “first” in Jerusalem and then in Judea,
but “both” in Jerusalem and in Judea

(Acts 1:8 KJV)

There will always be many
who disobey the Call. Leave that job to them!
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 Nazareth was not fully converted,
but Jesus left it for Naphtali —

Mt 4:13-16 ... Total darkness
“Why should anyone hear the Gospel twice
before everyone has heard it once?” — Oswald J. Smith

We are called to evangelize, not Christianize people!

 Missionaries from Europe and the West came to India
before their countries were totally evangelized.

Neighbourhood evangelism and frontier missions
must go hand in hand.

 Missionary Thomas came from Galilee and was killed
in Chennai. It’s not a surprise that the biggest Church
in India is here near St.Thomas Mount!
“The blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.”

7. Improper understanding of the Call

Dramatic call is more an exception than a rule.

Don’t be waiting for a flashy “VISION” or an audible “VOICE”

Missionary call is basically fourfold —

 Call from Above
Impressions of Scripture passages.
Inspirations of the Spirit’s promptings.
Messages, Magazines, Books, etc.

 Call from Within
Holy desires (Phil 2:13) — Not everyone has it.
Dissatisfaction over what you’re doing.
An inner urge to do more for God.

 Call from Below
Realisation of the condition of the unconverted dead.
The horror of hell —
Jesus spoke more about hell than about heaven.
The cry of the rich man, “Send Lazarus.”

 Call from Around
The ignorance of the untold masses.
What do you do when a house is on fire?

eg) Ida Scudder: Deaths due to superstition
Amy Carmichael: Temple prostitution

Any one or two aspects of these four may be
more dominant than the rest.

Ultimately, it is more a CHOICE than a CALL!

eg) Isaiah’s commission — (Isa 6:8)

God did not ask him: “Will YOU go?”
He simply challenged: “WHO will go?”

Isaiah “volunteered” to go.

Two questions: 1) Whom shall I send?
2) Who will go for Us?

i.e. GOD IS READY TO SEND YOU.
ARE YOU READY TO GO?

God has not sent back anyone.
Only people have come back.

Take the first step.
Dare to put your feet on water;
then the waters will divide! (Josh 3:13-17)

(Study the Outline 104 also.)
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Why poor Harvest?

Introduction

 When Jesus said, “Harvest is plenty,”
He was indicating the possibility of a huge harvest.

But one sobering fact is that the Harvest is poor
in several fields, compared to the Apostolic times —

Acts 1:15 ... 120 disciples
2:41 ... 3000 believers
4:4 ... 5000+ believers
5:14 ... multitudes

The reason could be one or more of the following causes —

1. Defective Seed

 Preach the Word — Lk 8:11 ... (Not stories — 2 TIm 4:2,3)

 Preach the Gospel — Rom 1:16
(What is the Gospel? — 1 Cor 15:1-5,8)

 Prayer requested by Paul for bold preaching— Eph 6:18-20

Fear or favour may spoil the message —

2 Cor 2:14-17 — Corrupt message — adulterating
Gal 1:9,10 — Pleasing men — another Gospel

2. Bad Soil
 Six kinds of soil — Mt 13:3-8
 Hearts blinded — 2 Cor 4:3-6

“The Lord” opened Lydia’s heart ...
Prayer saturated (Acts 16:13,14)

Children very open.
Varieties of people groups: Religious

Irreligious
Non-religious

3. Limited Sowing
 Liberal vs. Limited Sowing — 2 Cor 9:6
 Mk 16:20 ... “They” preached everywhere,

 and the Lord confirmed ...
 Not knowing but sowing

Eccl 11:2,5,6
Reasons:  Passivism — Lack of enthusiasm —

 Pessimism
 Prejudice (eg. Jonah, Peter)

 Go freely to non-Christians!

eg) Samaritans: a) A woman (Jn 4)
b) Evangelist Philip (Acts 8:4-8)
c) 10 lepers (Lk 17:15-18)
d) Good Samaritan (Lk 10:33)

4. Improper Methods
 Breaking of bangles of villagers for baptism.

Gifts of Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge,
Discernment, to manifest

God teaches and guides (Isa 28:26-29)

 Paul changed methods according to places.
eg) For Jews — Refuting from the Scriptures

For Gentiles — Referring to their temples & poets
(Acts 17:22,23,28)

 James in Acts 15:13-20 ... “We should not trouble Gentiles”
  :28,29 ... Encouragement to believers

Mother tongue and mother culture precious to people.
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5. Monsoon Failure
 Hos 10:12 ... Seek the Lord till He rains ...
 2 Chr 7:14 ... The Christians must repent

so the non-Christians may be blessed.

 Isa 32:13a,15 ... wilderness until ...
40 yrs of ordinary work vs. 40 days of labour during Revival.

eg)Egypt vs. Palestine — Dt 11:10-12

6. Insufficient Watering
 Need for steady follow-up —

1 Cor 3:6 ... Apollos watered
Acts 15:36 ... “Let’s go and see how they do”

 Pressure of reaching “new” villages — targets.
 Insufficient workers

Even in Christian localities,
follow-up of a programme is difficult.

7. Weed Growth
Anti-Christian forces, philosophies, miracles in the
opposite camp, etc.

 Be alert — Mt 13:24,25 ... When men slept ...
 Keep teaching — Acts 19:8-10 (Ephesus)

(3-month labour preserved by 2-year teaching!)

Several villages can be visited only once a month;
what happens in between?

8. Insects Invasion
 Joel 1:4; 2:25,26 ... locusts “I” sent ...

“God” allows problems to get our attention
and level our heads.

Pride, jealousy
Exaggeration in reporting

— Pray for honesty among workers.
— God punishes impure motives

(eg. Promotion of an organization)
— Soulwinners or Breadwinners?

9. Labour Problems
a) Inefficient/unskilled workers

We retain the best & release the rest to frontiers.
But Acts 13:2 ... Paul & Barnabas

“FIRST apostles” (1 Cor 12:28)

b) Disunity — Jn 4:36-38 (The commonest problem)
Acts 15 — Paul & Barnabas
1 horse pulls 2t; but 2 horses 23t

Power of Teamwork

c) Laziness — Eccl 11:4 (Excuses of wind and cloud)
Prov 10:5 ... sleeping in harvest

   14:23 ... idle chat
Midlife crisis of workers
Boredom ... Humdrum

10. Impatient Acts
 Eccl 11:1 ... after many days ...
 Js 5:7 ... the farmer waits ...

Otherwise Ishmaels instead of Isaacs.

Pressure due to comparison/targets.
Baptizing the unrepentant.

We sowed the seed yesterday;
we expect the harvest today;
we want to store the grains tomorrow.
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Preaching yesterday,
baptizing today,
building tomorrow.

The instant harvest mentality is not Biblical.

 Conclusion
 If you are specific with these 10 aspects

in missionary praying, you can go to the mission fields
regularly on your knees!

 The Holy Spirit will also burden you prophetically
about some specific crisis in the field,
because He is the Chief Executive of missions.

(This Outline, developed as a full-length article,
is included as Chapter 7 in the author’s book,

“Fire in my bones.”)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Problems of Missionaries
Introduction

 Rom 10:14,15
1      2      3     4      5
Senders  Goers  Hearers  Believers  Worshippers

The first responsibility of the “Senders” is towards
the “Goers” —

But we at times get overoccupied with the 3, 4 & 5 groups.

The “worker” is more important than the “work.”

That’s why,
“Strike the Shepherd ... Sheep will be scattered!” (Mt 26:31)

 Besides being a Missionary,
Paul was a Missionary-Trainer & Missionary-Sender —
eg) Timothy had Paul’s personal care (1 Tim 5:23)

(Health Care)
He was concerned with the needs of other workers also—

See vv17,18 ... “double honour”
  ... ox ... muzzle ... wages ...

 Paul was a bold missionary —
His request for prayer for boldness (Eph 6:19,20)
He wanted the Ephesian believers
to know the “affairs” of missionaries — vv21,22

 “General” praying for missionaries won’t suffice —
In order that our “prayers” are specific for them
we must understand their “problems.”

Let’s take Abraham for our study here —
The first missionary (Gal 3:8)
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Gen 12 — The “genesis” of missionary work
Missionary = Apostle = One sent forth

Gen 12:1, 3c

The biography of Abraham is in Genesis 12 to 25.

The problems faced by Abraham
These are the Problems of Missionaries today —

1. Economic Problem
Gen 12:9,10 ... Famine in the land forced him

to go to Egypt.

Sudden drop in income when you leave a secular job
for a missionary career —

eg) An office attender’s salary more than that of Missionaries.

Indian Missions in general are interested in increasing the
number of missionaries, and not their salaries.

High cost of living (South India vs. North)
Non-availability of certain basic commodities

Children resent missionary career ...
Peer pressure (eg. They cannot afford branded shoes ...)

Parents choose to suffer;
Children forced to sacrifice!

Extra needs —
Medical expenses
Children’s Education
Marriages/Function in families

Money is not everything; but money matters!

2. Cultural Problems
Gen 12:11-20 ... Sarai ... beautiful ...

Egyptians ... kill me ...
Also 20:10-13 ... Gerar ... King Abimelech ...

 Cultural shocks — Several workers have returned.
 Beef-eaters not welcome in villages —

(Mutton: Rs. 500/- ... Beef: Rs. 200/-)
eg) Prodigal Son’s story! (fatted calf )

 Each language has a culture —
India — a Country of countries
Our basic tendency is to polarise —

Tamils with Tamils ...
Malayalis with Malayalis ...

But what will the Missionaries do?

 The tendency of the Missionaries to look down upon
other cultures will make them quite ineffective in their
work —
eg) Abraham told Abimelech,

“I thought, the fear of God is not here” (20:11)

3. Relationship Problems
Gen 13:5-11 ... Workers of Abraham

& workers of his nephew Lot
Problems between the workers of the same Mission
or those of other Missions —

Missionaries are not angels!

 Even the disciples of Christ after 3 years with Him —
“Who is the greatest?” (Lk 22:24)
“What about this man?” (Jn 21:21,22)

 Clashes between Apostles
(Mission fields become battlefields!)

— Barnabas separates!
(Acts 15:36-40)

(Issue: Team worker ... John Mark)

— Paul & Peter on doctrinal issues (Gal 2:11,12)
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Denominational background of workers
— Mainliners vs. Pentecostals
— Charismatics vs. Pentecostals

Ministerial methods —
“Proper planning” vs. “As the Spirit leads!”

 Fights among the wives of missionaries —
A Tamil Proverb:
“100 dhoties (men’s wear) can coexist;
2 sarees (women’s wear) cannot!”

 Defective Leadership —
eg) Partiality (1 Tim 5:21)

 Overlapping of work between Missions

4. Political Problems
Gen 14:8-16 ... 4 Kings against 5 ...

Lot & goods captivated ...
Abraham fought ...

   15:1 ... Be not afraid ...
“Shield” ... “Reward”
Protection promised

 Unstable political situation in many Indian States
Riots ... Clashes ... Terrorism ...

 Paul’s admonition: 1 Tim 2:1-4
This was in the context of missionary evangelism.

 Unreasonable and wicked men in fields
2 Thess 3:1,2

There are politicians known for goondaism
and hooliganism.

— Parents & Relatives of Missionaries get upset
when they hear about shootings and killings

where their sons and daughters work.

5. Barrenness Problem
Gen 15:2 ... “I go childless ... What will You give me?”

   16:1,2 ... Sarai ... wife ... Hagar ... maid ...

 Carnal methods to show results in Evangelism.
eg) “How many had breakfast today?”

— Hands go up! — Photograph

Anxiety to report results to the supporters.
Baptizing people before they are really converted

“wild men” in the Church (16:12)

 Comparison with fruitful fields.
Not all fields are alike—

eg) Jesus: Capernaum vs. Nazareth
(Lk 4:16,23; Mk 5 vs. 6)

Hard soils (Mt 13:18-22)
Or, just sowing time!
Or, even, ploughing time (Jn 4:37,38)

 When Abraham started to “work” in his own strength
and produce results somehow,

God said, “WALK before Me and be blameless” (17:1)

16:16 ... 86 yrs when Ishmael was born
The very next verse —
17:1 ... 99 yrs old ... “I am Almighty ... WALK

... blameless”
Response: “Then Abraham fell on his face!” (17:3)

“A worker must first be a walker!”
 — Missionary Thomas Walker in Tirunelveli (1859-1912)

6. Societal Problems
Gen 18:20-33 ... Sodom & Gomorrah ...

Their sin very grievous ...
50 — 45 — 40 — 30 — 20 — 10



652651

 Mission fields ...
Polygamy/Drunkenness/ ...

Instead of hating the people,
Abraham interceded for them.

eg) Why Titus was left in Crete —
Tit 1:5,12 ... liars ... gluttons ...

 We cannot win people without loving them —
“God so loved the world ... gave ... (Jn 3:16)

It’s possible to be burnt on the martyr’s pyre
without love (1 Cor 13:3)

 Paul was ready to be cursed for his people —
Rom 9:1-3/10:1

eg) A missionary’s tombstone —
“No Christian when he arrived;
 No heathen when he died!”

Identifying with the natives is not easy.

7. Family Problems
Gen 22:1-3 ... “Take your son ... offer him”
First it will be unimaginably difficult,
but finally, we’ll see “Jehovah-Jireh!” (v14)

 Separation from Children
Educational purposes
Psychological problem for parents (esp. the mothers)

 Death of Abraham’s wife —
Gen 23:1-4 ... Give me a burial place ...
Similarly David Livingstone buried his wife

in African soil (1861).

 Marriage of Isaac
Gen 24:1-4
Future of Children
No big savings

These thoughts haunt the Missionaries
when they pass their middle age.

 Conclusion
Because of these problems,

a) Many casualties among frontliners
b) Many do not choose missionary career,

but become pastors or professors.

Do all that’s possible to bless the Missionaries.
“Let the Lord be magnified who has pleasure
in the prosperity of His servants” (Psa 35:27)

(Because my wife and I have stayed and ministered with
missionaries in various fields of non-Tamil States for about 10
years, we have seen and experienced these problems firsthand.)

(Study the Outline 101 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Neighbourhood Evangelism
Introduction

So many Indian missionaries/indigenous missions.
So many frontier fields are reached;
but our neighbourhood has been neglected.

Whatever happened to Neighbourhood Evangelism?
 Let’s begin with Jesus:

He was first a Neighbourhood Evangelist
before He became a Frontier Missionary —

Lk 4:13-16 ... Nazareth ...

Only afterwards He shifted His base to Capernaum
to preach in Zebulun & Naphtali — Mt 4:13

Frontier missionary work will be strong and healthy,
only if it’s an extension/development of
Neighbourhood Evangelism.

 He recruited “fishers of men”
— mainly for Neighbourhood Evangelism (Mt 4:19)

(See vv23,25)
Then He challenged them to pray for a workforce
for distant lands (9:37,38)

 4 Orders of Jesus to “Go!”
a) Go home to your friends ... (Mk 5:19)
b) Go to the streets and highways ... (Mt 22:9)
c) Go to the village opposite (near) to you ... (Lk 19:30)
d) Go into the world ... (Mk 16:15)

3 out of these 4 refer to Neighbourhood Evangelism!

This does not mean we must wait until the entire
neighbourhood is reached.

The white missionaries did not wait so in their countries ...

At the same time, wherever Neighbourhood Evangelism
was neglected, such regions started turning pagan —

eg) England Churches — mosques / malls
David Pawson: “England may soon become

a Moslem country!”
The four sections of Acts 1:8 are to be reached
not one after the other, but simultaneously!

 In the Christmas story,
the first Neighbourhood Evangelists were the shepherds —

Lk 2:17,18 ... they made widely known...

In general, only fulltimers can go to distant lands, but
Neighbourhood Evangelism is for every Christian to involve in!

A soul in Madurai of Tamilnadu is no less precious
than a soul in Madhya Pradesh or Maharashtra —

“All” souls are Mine (Ezek 18:4)
“No one” should perish (Jn 3:16)
“All” men must be saved (1 Tim 2:3,4)

The only way to stir up the “silent majority”
in the Church is to involve it in Neighbourhood Evangelism.

 Blueprint for Evangelism —
Acts 1:8 ... Jerusalem & Judea: Neighbourhood

Samaria & World    : Frontiers

They “filled” Jerusalem (Acts 5:28)
i.e. Saturation Evangelism

Not all Pastors are evangelistic-minded.
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It’s the responsibility of Mission leaders & representatives
to pass on the passion for souls to the members of the
local Churches they belong to.

 Missionary Candidates from active Christians —
Mt 9:37-10:4

Evangelist T.L. Osborn (1923-2013):

“The laymen will write the last chapter of Church history!”
“The Restoration of the art of Personal Soulwinning will be
the Rediscovery of NT Christianity.”

 A young man in an interview for frontier missionary work
was asked, “What are you doing here where you are?”
He anwered, “Not much!” The Mission Board asked,
“Are you going to repeat it in frontier fields?”

A Tamil Proverb: If you cannot catch a lizard in your place,
how will you catch an elephant eleswhere?

 Priesthood of “all” believers —
1 Pet 2:5,9 ... More a theory than a practice.

This clergy-laity divide will be further widened
if Neighbourhood Evangelism is not sufficiently
emphasised as equally important as frontier missions.

Andrew Murray: “There are only two groups of Christians:
Soulwinners and Backsliders.”

Too many supporters; too few soulwinners.
Imagine a hall full of pillars!

Missionary Organisations are perhaps apprehensive
that their supporters might spend too much time & energy
for Neighbourhood Evangelism to spare time for their
promotional works!

eg) No full length talk on Soulwinning in
 Mission Conferences/Conventions

All for raising funds/prayer/candidates
for missionary work.

Also Mission periodicals.

Societies/Organisations may grow,
but it’s unhealthy to the Body of Christ.

Why 5-fold ministry? (Eph 4:11-13) ... to “equip”

 Tension between Administrative leaders
& Field workers—

“They do not understand our problems.”
The solution is Neighbourhood Evangelism.

One who is not an ardent soulwinner is not qualified
to lead the missionaries —

 Jesus “sent” and “went” (Lk 10:1)
 So also Paul ... (Missionary journeys)
 Gospel Team, Karaikudi (1963-1970):

Seedbed for FGYMA/BYM
 My wife and I spent 18 years in the central office,

then 10 years in the mission fields.
This gave a cutting edge to our writing & preaching.

Neighbourhood Evangelism begets
 Frontier Missions.

 Go “or” Send — Dr. Oswald J. Smith, Canada
This was specifically for overseas missions.
But this option is an unaffordable luxury for India.
For India, to be modified as: “Go and Send.”

But folks have chosen easier alternative —
i.e. “Sending” — just praying + paying.

NO Neighbourhood Evangelism.
But Thessalonians (1 Thess 1:8)

“Macedonia & Achaia” — their neighbourhood
Truly a “model” Church (v7)
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 Immediate result of Revival —
Ezek 34:26 ... “Them and the places all around”

The immediate spillover of Revival blessing —
Mt 5:14 ... city on a hill

  :15 ... lamp that’s lit
  :16 ... let men SEE  only neighbours can see!

 Paul immediately after his conversion —
Acts 9:19-22 ... He evangelised Damascus

  where he was baptized.
He moved to Jerusalem, 200 km away, mainly because
the Jews in Damascus plotted to kill him (vv23-26)

He followed the blueprint given by Jesus in Acts 1:8
(Acts 26:20)

Those active in Neighbourhood Evangelism usually
fare well in Frontier Missions.

eg) Earlier missionary candidates of Indian Missions
 came from lay outreach teams —

(i.e. Personal Soulwinning, Street Preaching,
 Visitation Evangelism, Rural Outreach)

On the average, their quality is a class apart.

 Entire families to be involved —
Acts 2:17,18

“sons ... daughters ... young men ... old men ...
male and female servants”

This primarily refers to Neighbourhood Evangelism —
Otherwise how can old men go to distant lands?
Otherwise how can servants leave their domestic jobs?

This was so in the early Church —
Christian “homes”  became centres of evangelism —

“favour with all the people” ...
Daily addition to the Church (Acts 2:46,47)

Don’t pray, “Lord, do it again!”
But say, “Let’s do it again!”

 Paul’s strategy: Acts 20:20 ... house to house ...
While targeting the “Greeks,”

he did not lose sight of the “Jews”

Greeks — Non-Christians
Jews — Nominal Christians

Nominal Christians remain nominal for years because
born-again Christians do not lead them to Salvation —
I was led to Christ by my Chemistry Professor.

Before sending out the 12 for cross-cultural
evangelism, Jesus first said,

“Go to the lost sheep of Israel” (Mt 10:5,6)

Start praying for your nominal Christian friends
and meet them —

Fruitbearing not an option —
“Every” branch that does not bear fruit (Jn 15:2)

 Collection or Conversion?
Paul did not go house to house to collect money
for his missionary work —

Acts 20:20,33 ... taught ... house to house ...

Worked with his own hands (v34)
He visited people to “give” ... not to “receive” (v35)

I am not against collecting money for missionary work;
but what’s the primary purpose of House Visitation?

Those days: Tracts in shoulder bags
But now: Receipt books
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Some missionary organisations are banned because
fundraisers are collecting money at Church gates!

The targets set by missionary organisations have indirectly
pressurised Christians to give up personal soulwinning
efforts. Is it right?

Have Missions grown oversize?

 We don’t need to go to tribal lands to see “paganism” —
It’s right here!

In some cases,
we have more of North India in South India
than in North India!

Torturous practices of devotees
to appease their deities — right on city streets.

Economic/Social backwardness or Gospel ignorance?

Some of the most educated and highly civilized folks
hold on to stupid superstitious beliefs.

Form Teams for — Tract Distribution
— Open-air Preaching
— House-to-House Visitation
— Ministry in Hospitals, Prisons,

Rehabilitation Centres ...
— Rural Outreach
— Evangelistic Campaigns

Keep some money for you for these expenses after giving
to the local Church & missions.

 When the shepherd found the lost sheep
 ... friends & neighbours (Lk 15:6)

When the woman found the lost silver
... friends & neighbours (v9)

“There will be shouts of salvation in the Tabernacle
of the Righteous” (Psa 118:15)
Let the neighbours hear it first!

Parable of Leaven...A picture of Neighbourhood Evangelism.
It’s the work of a “woman” ...

“gossips ... house to house” (1 Tim 5:13)
Gossip the Gospel!

Sing:
Let’s talk about Jesus, the King of kings is He;
The Lord of lords supreme, thro’ all eternity;
The great I am the Way, the Truth, the Life, the Door;
Let’s talk about Jesus more and more!

 Second and equal commandment —
“Love your neighbour as yourself”
We have joy ... peace ... We know the way ...
How about our neighbours?

Who is our neighbour? —
Illustrated by the story of the Good Samaritan

i.e. When we help anyone in need,
we become a good neighbour to him!

It’s good to send support to help the poor in distant lands;
but how about Lazarus at our doorstep?

Platform dwellers... Ragpickers ...

eg) Pentecost —
There was not anyone “among them”
who lacked (Acts 4:34,35)

If we cannot love someone whom we have seen,
how can we love someone, we have not seen?

Jesus: The poor are always “with you” (Mk 14:7)
Not just far away!
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 We are never without a job if we know the power
and the possibility of Neighbourhood Evangelism.
Instantly employed wherever placed!

eg) Paul: God put him in Athens, a city of idols (Acts 17)

He had to wait for Silas & Timothy to join him.
What did he do during the waiting period? (vv16,17)

eg) Throw Paul into prison —
What will happen there? (Phil 1:12,13)

eg) Let a shipwreck land him in an unknown Island —
He would conduct a 3-day healing Campaign there

(Acts 28:7-9)

 Most of our Churches have only “adopted” (sponsored),
not “birthed” missionaries —

Even when a 1000-member congregation sends
and supports 10 missionaries,
only 1% of the force is mobilized for direct evangelism.
But if it can challenge each member to win one more
per year, the Church’s strength will be doubled each year!

Mind-boggling?
But this is how the early Church grew!
“Each one, reach one!”

Only when this happens, we can say,
“The whole Church

is carrying the whole Gospel
to the whole World!”

(Study the Outline 92 also.)
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How to accelerate Evangelism
Introduction
 For several centuries, the Church was a sleeping beauty —

Over 2000 years have passed,
but the world is not totally evangelized yet!

Thank God for what’s going on during the last 50 years —
More number of believers added,
more number of Churches planted, each day, than ever.

But what’s done so far is much less compared to
what’s yet to be accomplished.

 Apostle Paul considered missionary evangelism
as a “RACE” —

Acts 20:24 ... To Ephesian Elders
1 Cor 9:22-24 ... To Corinthian Believers
2 Tim 4:5-7 ... To Timothy, a booming missionary

“Race” does not mean competition, but “speed”
and “completion!”

Whatever may be the type of ministry you are involved in,
here are 7 things you must do to accelerate it —

1. Deepen your Consecration.
The life of the worker affects everything about the work.

God’s will for everyone of us is that we increase
and multiply our fruitfulness —
Jn 15:2 ... “more” fruit

:5,8 ... “much” fruit
How is it possible?
“By abiding in Christ”

— What does it mean? (Read John 15)
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a) Personal cleansing (v2)
If the root is holy, the branches will be holy.
Frequent self-examination.
Never become too busy to do it.
“weeding” + “pruning”
Holiness “without” and “within.”

b) Regular Meditation of the Word of God (v3)
The Word is like “water” & “fertilizer” to the plant.
Psa 1 ... “day and night ... streams ...

whatever he does shall prosper”
c) Along with Bible meditation, goes prayer (v7)

More prayer, more power.

d) God-dependence (v5); Holy Spirit’s help (vv26,27)
Self-confidence/Skills/ ...
The joy of the Lord is your strength (v11)

2. Heighten your Passion.
 The Passion for Souls gets diminished when we become

more and more project or programme-oriented
rather than people-centred.

Paul’s consuming passion —
Rom 9:1,2/10:1

He contracted it from Jesus —
Mt 9:36

He “spent” himself for souls —
2 Cor 12:15

He “poured” himself for people —
Phil 2:17

He “went down” to any level to save “more” people —
1 Cor 9:19,22/10:33

 Read missionary biographies and stories of martyrs
frequently to keep your “passion for souls” alive & aflame.

Without such a passion,
whatever ministry we do will be useless —

1 Cor 13:2,3 ... Preaching/Miracle working/
  Relief work/Martyrdom/etc.

It will just be “ministry” for thrill!

3. Sharpen your Vision.
 Vision: General/Common — Same for all Christians

Specific/Particular — Varies from Individual/
Institution to Individual

Vision = What you visualize to accomplish

 General Vision: Threefold —
a) Upward — Towards God — Exaltation

The dream of the Prophets —
eg)  Isaiah 2:11,17 ... The Lord alone ...
i.e. The Glory of God — Jesus’ primary ministry

(Jn 17:4).
i.e. Finishing the work was to glorify the Father.

b) Inward — Towards the Church — Edification
Eph 4:11,12 ... All ministries for this purpose only

c) Outward — Towards the World — Evangelisation
Phil 2:10,11 ... Every knee ... tongue ...

Isaiah’s vision was thus threefold —
a) I saw the Lord (Isa 6:1)
b) His robe filled the Temple (v1)
c) The whole earth full of His glory (v3b)

Not yet, but ... (vv9-11)
 The specific vision must be painted on this canvas only.

eg) Milk is basic — Products: yoghurt, cheese, ghee, etc.
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4. Widen your Horizon.
 Isa 54:2,3 ... Enlarge ... stretch ... lengthen ... expand ...

Do not (spare) restrict!
This is always God’s will (1 Cor 15:58, abound)
Only thing, you must not forget to “strengthen” also.

 No place for passivity/idleness —
eg) God told Abraham to keep on moving —

a) “Look” beyond (Gen 13:14) ... N-E-W-S
b) “Arise” and “Walk” (v17) ... Length & Breadth

Abraham, in obedience, MOVED! (v18)

Similarly God told Joshua —
“Arise & Go! ... Every place ... sole ... tread”

(Josh 1:2,3)
There were no motorized vehicles those days.
Walking in rough terrain was not easy.

 Do not settle in Nazareth —
Move on to Napthali! (Mt 4:13-16)

 Do not get stuck in Jerusalem —
Move on to Judea & Samaria! (Acts 1:8)

 Do not stop with Antioch —
Move on to the ends of the earth! (Acts 13:1-4)

Cross regions/languages/cultures/... Do not polarise!
The Great Commission: “Into all the World!”

(Mt 28:19; Mk 16:15)
But, stay sensitive to the Spirit’s guidance (Acts 16:6-10).

 Sow bountifully, not sparingly (2 Cor 9:6)

5. Strengthen your Union.
 Everyone must be involved in Evangelism,

but everyone must not try to do everything.

Avoid duplication.
Increase cooperation.

“Two are always better ... good reward” (Eccl 4:9)
No wonder Jesus sent His disciples two-by-two.

If one horse pulls 2 tons, two can pull 23 tons!

 Explore the possibilities of networking.
i.e. partnering with other ministries.
One’s strength made perfect in another’s weakness.

 Missions must tie up with Churches —
Church planting vs. Church perfecting

 Specialised ministries
Youth Work ... Drug Addicts ... Relief Agencies
AIDS Victims ... Sex workers ... Bible Translation

Do not ever give impressions to any Church or group
that you are everything in God’s work —

It will lead to sectarianism/groupism.

 “Pray for one another” — What does it mean?

eg) One Mission should not hesitate to include the
 prayer requests of another Mission, especially in crisis.

The “Body” concept must be restored wherever possible.
Think of the organs of the body functioning independent
of the rest!

6. Lessen your Consumption.
 We are in a world of need and poverty.

The have-nots outnumber the wealthy.
Ours is a God of the Poor!

Unless we lower (limit) the standard of our living,
we cannot raise the standard of life of others.
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 Without sacrificial giving —
World evangelism cannot be sufficiently funded.
Hungry stomachs & empty plates will not be filled.

If we have more than what we need,
it’s in order to give to those in need —
John the Baptist’s message is still valid today (Lk 3:10,11).

He was the one who came in the Spirit and power of Elijah —
(Lk 1:17)

God has raised the Church to function in the Spirit
and power of Elijah before Christ’s Second Coming.

7. Hasten your Operation.
 Take advantage of the “Wind” of the Spirit

in these final days —
Acts 2:16,17 ... “Whoever calls on the Name” (v21)

Just like in Genesis 1:2, the Spirit is now moving over
the peoples of the earth who are sitting in darkness!

eg) Flight duration will be shortened if there’s
favourable wind!

 Be gripped with a sense of urgency —
“I must work” ... Night is coming
“I must harvest” ... Already white ...wasted
“I must bring in other sheep” ... Wolves will devour

 Do not postpone!
 Do not become lazy!
 Do not slow down or relax!

Go on & on & on ... until you would finally go UP!

 Conclusion
Keep these action words always in your mind
to accelerate Evangelism — Deepen! Heighten! Sharpen!

Widen! Strengthen! Lessen! Hasten!

(Study the Outline 98 also.)
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Christianity is Charity!
 Definition of PURE RELIGION —

Js 1:27 ... fatherless ... widows

Seven fundamental disciplines of Christian life & ministry
connected to Charity —

1. Repentance & Charity
 First step in Christian life.

Lk 3:8-11 ... Fruits of Repentance

Today’s preaching: Sins of Commission rather than
Sins of Omission.

Anglican Common Prayer Book: Confession —
“Failed to do what we ought to do;
but did what we ought not to do.”
See what comes “first!”

 Examples —
Job 1:8 ... God’s testimony about Job

His practice: 29:12-17
Dan 4:27 ... Daniel to King Nebuchadnezzar
Lk 18:18-22 ... Rich young Ruler

(Camel ... Needle... enter ... vv24,25)
Mt 19:16-24 ... Rich young man
Lk 19:8,9 ... Zacchaeus

2. Prayer & Charity
 Isa 1:15 ... Why prayers not answered

   :18 ... Though sins may be as scarlet

But what are the sins? — vv16,17
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 Sermon on the Mount —
First, charity (Mt 6:1-4)
Then, prayer (       :5-8)

i.e. If we cannot love whom we have seen,
how can we love whom we have not seen?

Instead of prayer & charity, we see prayer & covetousness —

Mt 23:14 ... long prayers of preachers for devouring
widows!

 Acts 10:44 ... Cornelius (vv2,4) ... prayers ... alms ...

How God was pleased with him!
Lift arms to God (Prayer)/Stretch arm to give alms!

If you have a problem or a crisis, instead of going to
preacher after preacher, help a poor man, a widow,
a destitute ... your prayers might be answered!

3. Praise/Worship & Charity
Too heavenly-minded to be of any earthly use!

 Heb 13:15,16 ... Sacrifice of Praise &
Sacrifice of Charity (Do not forget ...)

In religious excitement, we forget the ground realities —
i.e. the sufferings of people!

(Priest & Levite — Wounded man!)

Even though God is seated in Heaven,
His feet are only on the earth! (Isa 66:1)

 Nothing wrong in rejoicing in worship,
or, buying another musical instrument,
but we must make the widows’ hearts sing for joy—

Job 29:13

 2 Cor 9:11-13 ... How charity enhances worship —
“thanksgiving” (vv11,12) / “glorify” (v13)

Our charity is nothing compared to
God’s unspeakable gift (v15)

 Acts 2:4 vs. 2:44
(Speaking in tongues vs. Sharing our things)
The world can ignore 2:4, but not 2:44!

4. Offerings & Charity
 Prov 19:17 ... Giving  vs.  lending to God
 Mt 23:23 ... Tithing without charity.

 How Jesus condemned it!
 Today’s Pharisaism.

 Jesus’ money bag!
Jn 13:27-29 ... for missionary expenses and

helping the poor
Judas used to steal from this bag — 12:5,6

 How much?
John the Baptist & Zacchaeus — 50% (Lk 3:11; 19:8)
“Cheerfully” (2 Cor 9:7)
The context is charity (vv1,12)

 Ananias and Sapphira —
They knew that all the money would go to the poor.
They will then lose their status!
The “axe at the root” felled them!

(Lk 3:9; Acts 5:1-10; 1 Tim 6:10)
5. Fasting & Charity

 Isa 58:5-7 ... God’s chosen fast: Seven prescriptions —
How many fasting prayers are conducted!
But who explains this classic passage?

All religions practise fasting; but the difference lies here!
Which temple priest will cleanse a leper (like Graham
Staines) or care for unwanted babies (like Mother Teresa)?
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 Steps to healing! (Isa 58:8)
 God’s prescription for healing — Psa 41:1,3

Back to faith in Action!
This is what Restoration means!

6. Preaching & Charity
 Lk 4:18 ... Messianic anointing (In Nazareth Synagogue)

7:22 ... Messianic ministry (To tell John)

 Js 2:5 ... Poor but rich in faith
1 Cor 1:27,28 ... Not many rich are called ...
Mt 19:23,24 ... Camel ... Needle

 Healing Crusade wallposters —
Lk 7:22

We leave out — “The dead are raised”
But why do we leave, “The poor have the Gospel?”
Fill the front seats with the lame, beggars & lepers —
Then miracles will happen — Now only rich people

occupy front chairs
First miracle healing of Jesus — A leper in the street
First miracle healing of Church — A beggar at the gate

Distribute Healing Crusade handbills in deaf & dumb
schools, leprosoriums, invaild homes, etc.

 Preachers must be taught this doctrine before
they are commissioned —

Gal 2:9,10 ... Remember the poor
Missionaries must deliver people from exploitation
of businessmen.

— Open the eyes of the blind (ignorant villagers).
— Break the bonds (bonded labour) — Isa 58:6,7
“Yoke shall be broken because of anointing!” — Isa 10:27

 Are we then advocating a “social” Gospel?
Dr. Stanley Jones (1884-1973):
“A social gospel without a spiritual message is a corpse;
A spiritual gospel without a social dimension is a ghost!”

7. Second Coming & Charity
 Leftists & Rightists (Mt 25:31-46)
 Command the rich ... good foundation ... eternal life

(1 Tim 6:17-19)
 Why did the rich man go to Hell? (Lk 16:25)
 James to the rich: ... gold ... silver ... last days ... fire ...

 (Js 5:1-9)
 Conclusion

Yes, Christianity is Charity! (not vice versa)

Back to faith in action!

— The Priest and the Levite had faith but no action!
— Be a Good Samaritan!

(This Outline is developed as a full-length article
and included as the 10th Chapter in the author’s book,

 “Fire in my bones.”)



Read the author’s book, “Happy Harvest,”
for practical lessons on how to evangelise this generation.
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A Glorious Church
Introduction

We are in the Days of Restoration —
Acts 3:19-21 ... times of refreshing ... repent

 15:15-17 ... rebuild the ruins ... gentiles ...
i.e. Revival & Evangelism

Restoration in stages —
Luther — Justification
Wesley — Sanctification
Now — Glorification

“As God has spoken thro’ the Prophets” (Acts 3:18; 15:15)—

a) Thro’ direct prophecy
Hab 3:2,3 ... Revive ... wrath ... glory
Hagg 2:7,9 ... Temple with glory ... latter glory

b) Thro’ historical events
2 Chr 5:12-14 ... Solomon’s Temple
120 Priests ... couldn’t stand ...
A representative number —

(12 tribes / 12 apostles / 120 disciples)
2 Chr 7:1 ... Fire ... Glory

c) Thro’ visions
Ezek 43:4,5 ... glory ... temple

44:4 ... temple ... glory
OT — Temple
NT — Church

The Purpose of God —  Eph 5:27
“A glorious Church”

G
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What does “GLORY” mean?
In the OT — It was clouds, fire, etc.
It was on a building of dead stones;
now it is on the community of living stones.
Peter — 1 Pet 2:5 ... living stones ... holy priesthood
Paul — Eph 2:19-22 ... holy temple ...

foundation of “APOSTLES” & “PROPHETS”

 i.e. What the prophets have “seen” and
what the apostles have “spoken”—

(a) Isaiah — Paul of the OT
(b) Paul — Isaiah of the NT

Paul was very fond of Isaiah’s prophecies —
eg)  Rom 9:27 ... Remnant

 :29 ... Remnant
  :33 ... Stumbling stone in Zion

  10:15 ... How beautiful are the feet ...
  :16 ... Who has believed our report?
  :20,21 ... Found by a people

who did not seek Me
For our comparative study —

Isaiah 60  vs. Ephesians 1 to 6
The Book of Isaiah is a mini Bible.
Ephesians — the Alps of the NT
(A Prophetic Picture vs. An Apostolic Architecture)

What is a Glorious Church?
1. It’s a RIGHTEOUS Church.

Isa 60:14 ... Holy One of Israel (God)
:17 ... Righteous Magistrates (Leaders)
:21 ... Righteous people (“all” of them)

Eph 5:26,27 ... sanctify ... no wrinkle ... glorious
  4:19-24 ... Righteousness within (= mind ... v23)

a) Uncleanness (vv19,22;5:3)
b) Greediness (vv19;5:3)

4:25-32 ... Righteousness without
i.e with fellowmen (= neighbour ... v25)
a) lying (v25)
b) anger (v26)
c) stealing (v28)
d) speaking evil (v29)

This is “true holiness” (v24)

The greatest revival is the revival of righteousness (Hos 10:12)

eg) Wesley/Finney ... Moral climate of nations

Preach, “The Kingdom has come to you!”
It is first of all “righteousness” (Rom 14:17)

Seek first the Kingdom and His “Righteousness” (Mt 6:33)

2. It’s a REJOICING Church.
Isa 60:5b ... heart swelling with joy

:6d ... praises to the Lord
:15c ... a joy of many generations
:18d ... gates called Praise
:20d ... days of mourning ended

Eph 5:18-20 ... Spiritfulness & singing

Why we need revival —
Psa 85:6 ... Will You not ... rejoice in You?
Joel 1:16 ... joy and gladness cut off ...

Revival restores joy —
Joel 2:23 ... Rejoice ... former ... latter rain ...
Hab 3:2,17-19 ... Change of attitude of the prophet ...

The “WHYs” became “WORSHIP!” (1:3,13,14)
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This is “genuine” joy!
Not worked up, but spontaneous!
A jubilance ... A festive spirit ...
The Kingdom of God is “JOY” ... (Rom 14:17)

3. It’s a RESTFUL Church.
Isa 60:8 ... doves

:17 ... officers called peace!
:18 ... no more violence

Eph 1:2/6:23 ... peace to you ...
   2:14-17 ... He Himself our Peace ...
   4:3 ... bond of Peace

 (Unity of Spirit — v3  vs.  Unity of faith — v13)
   6:15 ... Gospel of peace

Peace and Quietness because of divine order —
 One another ... Eph 5:21
 Between spouses ... 5:22,33
 Parents + Children ... 6:1-4
 Masters + Servants ... 6:5-9

Revival and Restoration —

The Elijah ministry (A ministry of Restoration)
Mal 4:5,6 ... Fathers & Children
Mt 17:10-13 ... John ... to restore all things

Restoration is normally resisted — Mt 17:12

John the Baptist ... for I Coming
Holy Spirit ... for II Coming

The world today ...
Chaos, Conflicts, ...
Violence, Villainy, ...

The Glorious Church will be the model —

 “Love one another that ALL may know ...” (Jn 13:35)
 “They all be one ... the WORLD may believe ...”  (Jn 17:21)

This is real “glory” (v22)

Pentecost gave a foretaste of this —
Acts 2:43,44 ... Fear

4:32,33 ... Great power

The Kingdom of God is ... “PEACE” (Rom 14:17)

4. It’s a REIGNING/RULING Church.

Isa 60:12 ... Disobedient nations perish.
:14 ... bowing ... prostrating ...
:22 ... a strong nation

Eph 1:3 ... seated above
:20-22 ... Christ & Church ruling together

  4:7,8 ... Ascension gifts
  6:10-12 ... Spiritual warfare

The Church is to exercise Heaven’s authority on Earth —

Mt 18:15-18 ... The Church represents
Christ’s authority on earth (Two or Three!)

The Message of the Church —
“Your God reigns!” (Isa 52:7)
John/Jesus/Paul ... preached “Kingdom”

The Church must affect the society for good.

It must be consulted on national affairs —

eg) What to condemn (bind)
 and what to forgive (loose)
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eg) Joseph (Gen 41:14-16)
— Pharaoh’s dream

 Daniel (Dan 4:18)
— Nebuchadnezzar’s dream

Indian politicians are consulting soothsayers & godmen.

5. It’s a REPLENISHING/REPRODUCING Church.

Isa 60:4 ... sons & daughters from around
:11 ... gates open continuously
:18 ... Walls of Salvation
:22a ... a little one becomes a thousand!

God’s plan is multiplication —
Eph 2:17 ... Preached to those “afar off”
Similar to Peter’s statement on Pentecost Day

   3:8 ... Preach the Gospel to the Gentiles
   6:19,20 ... bold utterance

“Narrow gate” vs. “Narrow mind!”

God’s promise to Abraham —
The father of all believers.

Stars  (Gen 15:5)
Sand  ( 22:17)
Dust   ( 13:16)

Kingdom: Mustard seed
Little leaven Mt 13:31-33

Small beginning but spectacular growth!
Pentecostal Revival: 3000 ... 5000 ... multitudes

Evangelize or Fossilize!
Dry bones ... Dynamic batallion (Ezek 37:1-10)

6. It’s a RICH/RESOURCEFUL Church.

Isa 60:6 ...  camels, gold, incense
:9  ...  ships, silver, ...
:13 ... cypress, pine ... trees
:17 ... gold for bronze ... siver for iron ...

bronze for wood ... iron for stones ...
Eph 1:3 ... all spiritual blessings

:18 ... riches of glory
:23 ... Fullness of Him

   3:8 ... Unsearchable riches
:19,20 ... God’s fullness >> our thoughts

  4:7,8 ... Gifts to men

What Revival does ...
A prophetic picture —
Joel 3:18 ... wine ... milk ... brooks ...

But today’s Church —
Rev 3:17,18 (Laodiceans)
— material prosperity but spiritual poverty

 (bounty)     (bankruptcy)

A famine for the Word!
Lean songs ... Lean Sermons ...

7. It’s a RADIANT/REVERED/RESPECTED Church.

Isa 60:1 ... Arise, your light has come!
:3 ... Gentiles ... Kings ... to your brightness
:5a ... Radiant
:15 ... eternal excellence
:19,20 ... The Lord is everlasting light.

Eph 5:14 ... Awake, Arise! Christ will give you light!
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A call to stir up!
God does His part; shall we do ours?
eg) Rise up and walk! (Acts 3)

40 years of wilderness experience enough! (Acts 4:22)

 Conclusion
 The 7-fold glory comparable to the 7 colours of the

Rainbow —
Red — Righteousness
Orange — Resourcefulness (fruit)
Yellow — Radiance
Green — Replenishing
Blue — Rejoicing (in the Heavenlies)
Indigo — Restful (the colour of the night)
Violet — Reigning (Royal)

 How the devil works against all these —
From Rev 2 & 3
1. Righteousness x Jezebel (Rev 2:20)
2. Rejoicing x Prison (2:10)
3. Restful x Opposed by the Synagogue of Satan (2:9;3:9)
4. Reigning x Throne of Satan (2:13)
5. Replenishing x Trying to shut the open doors (3:7,8,9)
6. Resourceful x Way of Balaam (2:14)
7. Radiant x Wretched, blind, naked ... (3:17,18)

— The first letter is to the Ephesian Church (Rev 2:1-7).
— The Epistle to Ephesians ends up with a warfare passage.

The great day when the Church will be presented —
Jude 24,25... faultless ...
Rev 19:7 ... glory ... ready ... glory

GOD HIMSELF BECOMES THE GLORY OF THE CHURCH!
 (Isa 60:19c)

115

The Hallmarks of a Missionary Church
(A Talk given to Pastors & Seminary Professors, 1997)

Introduction
Sponsoring a few missionaries or conducting an annual
missionary conference alone does not make a Missionary
Church.

The hallmarks of a Missionary Church are well outlined
for us in Acts 13 exemplifying the Church at Antioch.

Text: Acts 13:1-4

1. Scripture Knowledge
“... Teachers ...” (v1)

This is THE foundation for missionary thinking.

God’s plan for the ages to be understood from
“What is written!”

Missiology — the heart of
a) Theology — God sent a Missionary.
b) Christology — Christ came as a Missionary.
c) Pneumatology — The Spirit sends Missionaries.

Theology — “To know God”
Missiology — “To make God known”

The second is an outcome of the first.
Teach the students and your believers to “walk with God.”

That’s why we need a Revival (Psa 51:12,13).

Too much time spent in
studying “about” the Bible,

rather than studying “the” Bible.
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The entire NT was written by missionaries.
 Questions asked by students, fresh from Seminaries:

— “Is there a Hell?”
— “Those who die without Christ, are they really lost?”

William Booth (1829-1912) to graduating students —
 “You must have a vision of Hell!”

2. Prophetic Insight
“... prophets ...” (v1)

All Scriptural instruction and statistical information
must come as an inspirational word.

The prophetic ministry helps to discern the times
from God’s viewpoint and give direction — (Acts 15:32)

Pastors and Professors must have a prophetic edge
in their ministry.
Otherwise they become pathetic.
We must desire this gift and pray for this gift.
The only gift “named” to be desired —

1 Cor 14:1
Such prophetic voice may not come always from the rank
and file of a local Church or a Seminary.

Seek men with such a gift to “speak” TO the Church —

“What the Spirit says to the Churches” (Rev 2 & 3)
Preachers are physicians/Prophets are surgeons.

Intercede for a revival —

Prophetic expressions are a spontaneous outcome of
fresh outpourings of the Holy Spirit —

Acts 2:17 ... I’ll pour out ... they shall prophesy ...

Several missionary movements sprang out of revival —
i.e. a fresh visitation of God — “times of refreshing” —

eg) FMPB (VBS revival)
BYM (College Students revival)

3. Worshipful Leadership
“... as they ministered to the Lord ...” (v2)

Not programme-centred but God-centred ministry.
May be ministry-oriented but God-centred.

We leaders ask the congregation to worship;
and we go to work.
We worship our work.

“First love” lost —
Ephesus — “A Church of works” (Rev 2:2-4)

Paul carried this spirit of worship into his
missionary work —

Rom 15:9-11

“as they fasted ...” — not to pray for a need or a crisis,
but just to minister “to” the Lord!

There must be an aroma around ministers and leaders.
Otherwise your Seminary will become an academic desert!

4. Obedient Spirit
 Good listeners — “The Holy Spirit said ...” (v2)
 Costly obedience — “Barnabas & Saul” (v2)

Precious and special men in the 5-member team
 Immediate obedience — “NOW ... THEN” (vv2,3)

Obedience is both taught and caught.
Missionary obedience is sadly lacking both in Churches
and Seminaries,
because our people suffer from a lack of role models
for missionary obedience —
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Pastors & Professors must become role models.

 We have several Professors with a Ph.D.
in Missiology but no field experience.

What challenge will be there in their teaching?

Every Pastor & Professor must be in a pioneer mission
field atleast for a couple of years —

Give them sabbatical leave & send them to the
Northern States rather than to the United States.

Why I chose Civil Engineering —
The subject of “Building Materials” so attractively handled
by a Professor who was earlier an Engineer in PWD.

We need leaders — Those who can “lead.”
The sheep follow them (Jn 10:4).

 Make Missionary Biographies & Autobiographies
a compulsory paper in the curriculum.

 Invite successful cross-cultural missionaries to stay in
the Campus for a month or two to motivate the students.

 Teach simple lifestyle & sacrifice —

Books — “Freedom of Simplicity”
 “Celebration of Discipline”  by Richard Foster

The role model most of our top leaders have given to the
young people is frequent trips to the West, marrying a
Westerner and ultimate settlement there and start
a “Global” ministry —
Why not choose Thailand or Indonesia for this?

 Materialism: No.1 enemy to Missionary obedience

Excuses: Field/Flock/Family (Lk 14:18,19,20)

The State of Kerala was once No. 1
in pioneer missionary work in India.
But now it has gone back due to materialism.
Address these issues regularly.

 Mission Executives, Go to the mission fields!
Jesus sent AND went (Mt 10:5; 11:1; Lk 10:1)
Let there be “the smell of the field” on you (Gen 27:27)

5. Dependence on God

“... fasted and prayed ...” (v3)

Prayer is a confession of our inability and declaration
of God’s power.

“Fasting” (vv2,3) — Utter seriousness.

Whether fasting is necessary or not, need not be
discussed. Christ and the early Church practised it —
We need it.

Fasting Prayer or special Prayer Meeting in the Church—
Why conduct it on weekdays —
Why not on a Sunday in the morning?

People never rise above the level
of the prayer life of the Pastors & Professors.

 Which Seminary has “Prayer” on its Curriculum?
The disciples to Jesus: “Teach us to pray” (Lk 11:1)
But we teach to “preach” (homiletics).
We never respect an exercise unless it has a Greek name!

 “Pray therefore”— before— “Go therefore” (Mt 9:38; 28:19)

 “First of all prayer ...” (1 Tim 2:1-4)
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6. Church Responsibility
“They laid hands on them” (v3)

They were already ministers —
Now releasing them and accepting responsibility.

Missionary “Dedication” Services —
They are simply “Sponsorship” Services!

Adoption rather than birth.

This has become the “standard” or the “pattern” sadly —
because of the Mission leaders’ anxiety to raise support.

Result: We have more money and less men!

We must challenge Churches to produce or parent
missionaries.

 Pastors/Professors must teach Personal Soulwinning —
Personal soulwinning Neighbourhood Evangelism

 Frontier Missions
(Acts 1:8) ... Prophethood of all believers
The 4 “GOs” in the Gospels —
Mk 5:18,19; Lk 14:21,23; Mt 21:2; Mk 16:15

I attended a big Pentecostal Church regularly for 2 yrs;
not a single sermon on Soulwinning.

Preach on Soulwinning atleast once every month.
Conduct classes on “How to lead a non-Christian to Christ.”
Close the Church for one month & reopen with the condition
that each one should bring one more person.

Practical assignment to each Bible student to win
atleast one non-Christian.

Why not teach Hindi & Gujarati
rather than Hebrew & Greek?

 Pastors also must be challenged to go as missionaries —

eg) Barnabas & Saul ... local  translocal
 Already “called” (v2)

Many are “called” but few have “chosen” to go!
Pastoral calling — Sheep without a shepherd (Mt 9:36)

  One sheep lost (Lk 15:4-7)
Missionary  vision— I have other sheep (Jn 10:16)

7. Spirit of Partnership
“They sent ...” (v3)
“Sent by the Holy Spirit” (v4)

The task is mountainous; but the Word of the Lord:
“Neither by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit” (Zech 4:6)

In the same 13th Chapter of Acts,
two more references to the Holy Spirit—

v9 — To confront demonic powers
v52 — To comfort the disciples

Acts 1:8 — The last recorded words of Christ

 Two groups in Christendom concerning the Holy Spirit—
a) Emphasizes “receiving” and forgets “reaching”
b) Emphasizes “reaching” and neglects “receiving”

First group : Forgets the Purpose of Pentecost
Second group : Forgets Pentecost in God’s purpose
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Which is a Mega-Church?
Introduction

 There’s a craze for everything to be “mega” in this world —
mega-event
mega-serial
mega-byte (computers)

But the Church is satisfied with keeping things
“mini,” or at the maximum, “midi!” —

The “little-flock” mentality
The “two-or-three” mindset
The minority complex

But the Restoration (Revival) promise is for
“great” (= mega) things —

Joel 2:21 ... Fear not ... great things ...

That will be the outcome of the “latter rain!” (v23)

There will be total restoration —
v25 ... what the locusts have eaten ...

The latter rain is the Pentecostal Outpouring ... (v28)
“I’ll pour out My Spirit ...”

This is what Peter quoted at Pentecost.

The Church stopped somewhere after Pentecost —
Some Churches stopped after Calvary ...

Some Churches after Easter ...
 Some Churches after Pentecost ...

The Church that is, is not the Church that was,
nor the Church that should be!

 The Early Church was a “Mega” Church—
“Mega” does not just refer to size;
it refers to 10 things!

Each was “mega!” (= great)

Let’s see them from the Acts of the Apostles:

1. Mega Power
4:33 ... With great power ... witness to the Resurrection

The world is ready to believe
upto crucifixion, and not beyond that.
But, “preaching” is in vain
if Christ had not risen! (1 Cor 15:14).

4:31 ... Spoke the Word of God with boldness
i.e. by the Holy Spirit.
To tell stories and jokes,
you need only skill (movies, comedians) ...
but for the WORD ... you need the Spirit!

Exactly as Christ — Acts 10:38 ...
Holy Spirit and power (more than indwelling)

His last words — Acts 1:8 ... power ... Holy Spirit

eg)  Peter (who denied)
 John (who deserted)  Acts 4:13 ... boldness ...

2. Mega Grace
4:33 ... great grace was on them all ...

This was because of oneness (v32).
There are divisions among us on the basis of
“face ... race ... place ... lace ...” therefore no grace!

After condemning “wars & fights” in the Church,
James explains how to receive “mega” (= more) grace —

Js 4:1,6 ... Humble ...
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(May be no apparent fight, but bitterness beneath!)

If we need “grace,” we must not have “craze” for the world
and the worldlings (Js 4:4).
The Holy Spirit cannot tolerate it (v5).
How He loosened the grip of people on gold —

Acts 4:32 ... things not own —

We need grace more than anything else in our lives ...
+ Apostolic benediction:

First, Grace; Second, Love; Third, Fellowship
(2 Cor 13:14)

+ Paul to Timothy:
“Grow strong in grace!” (2 Tim 2:1)

With “grace” you can accomplish anything —
eg) Zerubbabel (Zech 4:7)

capstone ... shouts of grace ...
mountain ... plain!

3. Mega Fear (Reverential Fear)
5:5 ... great fear on all who heard the news
:11 ... great fear on all the Church

Today — which is afraid — Church or world?
“Our God is a consuming fire!” (Heb 12:29)

(The other side of a compassionate Father)
Pictures are mostly of Jesus with a shepherd’s rod,

not with a whip!
Our defective message —

“Smile ... Jesus loves you!” 
“Repent ... Jesus loves you!” 

“... whom I love I rebuke!” (Rev 3:19)

Our tolerance of hypocrisy —
 Woe... Woe ... Woe ... Mt 23

eg)  Ananias & Sapphira
 “status lovers” —
 They did not want the poor to come up!

4. Mega Wonders
6:8 ... great wonders

No equal to Jehovah in doing wonders —
Ex 15:11 ... Song of Moses

Our healing crusades —
Blind speak!
Deaf see!
Dumb walk! That’s all !

Why no great miracles?
Lame beggars at our Cathedral gates ...
Bus and Railway stations ...

a) No team spirit
“Look at us!” (Peter & John) ... Acts 3:4

b) Self-glory
“... as if by our own power ...!” Acts 3:12
When healed, the preacher is applauded ...
When not healed, the people are blamed

But it was Stephen’s faith that did great wonders!

c) Empire-building—Using healing testimonies
as promotional materials

d) Poor are neglected ...
The first miracle in Acts was on a lame beggar!

e) Satisfaction with the status quo
“If God is with us,

where are the wonders our fathers spoke about?”
— Gideon (Judg 6:13)

We sing, We’re standing on the promises of God,
but we’re simply sitting in the premises of God!
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5. Mega Signs
Signs are relating mainly to “nature” —
unlike healings & miracles

16:26 ... Great earthquake
22:6 ... Great light from heaven

Both resulted in powerful conversions —
 Jailer converted
 Saul, an arrogant Jew, converted

To prove that Jehovah is the God of nature and
not the idols —

Similar to what happened at
Mount Carmel thro’ Prophet Elijah!

When the Early Church prayed, the place was shaken!
When Bro. Bakthsingh (1903-2000) died,
a white cloud followed his body in the funeral —

Newspapers reported it!
The largest crowd for a funeral in Hyderabad!

These signs may not be normal,
but we must expect these things in a world
that ridicules Christ and mocks the Gospel!

6. Mega Stir
19:23 ... Great commotion about the Way

 (silversmiths affected in Ephesus)
23:10 ... Great dissension

 (all Jerusalem in an uproar, 21:31)

23:14 ... Great oath to kill Paul (A 40-member team!)
24:7  ... Great violence ... rescued from the mob
28:29 ... Great dispute following Paul’s message

in Rome.

Are these exaggerations?
No, Luke the author was an “accurate historian” (Lk 1:1-4)

The Church cannot be ignored if it is what it should be —
eg) History of Revivals

John Wesley (Liquor shops closed)
Charles Finney (Gambling centres closed)
Jonathan Goforth (Cheating, cursing stopped)

“Those who turned the world upside down!” (Acts 17:6)
“They filled Jerusalem with their doctrine!” (Acts 5:28)

No aggressiveness in us! —
“The Kingdom ... suffers violence” (Mt 11:12)
“Compel them to come in” (Lk 14:23)

7. Mega Additions
2:41 ... 3000 baptisms
4:4 ... 5000 added
6:7 ... Great multiplication (People + Priests)
11:21... Great number
   :24... Great many people through Barnabas
   :26... Great many ... first, Christians
14:1 ... Great audience
17:4 ... Great multitude of Greeks = Non-Christians!

Hindus 80% in India

Caste Hindus? — “Leading women” (17:4)

If the early Church had its 1000s,
we must have our millions!
Satisfaction is our curse!

8. Mega Persecution
8:1 ... a great persecution against the Church

Souls or stones or both!
Bouquets or brickbats or both!
Revivals or riots or both!
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Meaning of “witnesses” (= martyrs) ... Acts 1:8

No persecution as long as the Church is on the defence
and not on the offence!

What are shoes for but to march forward?
What is sword for but to attack? (Eph 6:15,17)

The commonest Name of Jehovah in the OT
is the “Lord of Hosts (Armies)”

No need to go on Prayer Marches.
Go on Gospel Processions —

Prayer in secret ... Reward in public!

Persecution promotes Church growth.
Rajaji: “Christians are bed bugs!

Do not crush them. They will multiply.”
Church grows fastest in China, Russia
and such communistic countries!

9. Mega Lamentation
8:2 ... a great lamentaion over Stephen

Pray for such leaders to be raised!

Stephen left administration for ministry;
but today we leave ministry for administration ...!

There’s a scarcity for dynamic leaders.

We need —
A Moses to say: Let My people go!
A Paul to ask (Agrippa): Do you believe the prophets?
A John the Baptist to thunder: You generation of vipers!
A Jesus to say: Go and tell that fox! (Herod)
A Martin Luther to proclaim: Here I stand!
An Amy Carmichael to challenge: They are God’s

children; I can’t let them to be misused!

Men who will fear God and no one else!
Men who cannot be killed because they are already dead!
Men who have no personal agenda!
Men who will say: “This one thing I do!”

Ask: “Where are the Elijahs of God?”

10. Mega Joy
8:8 ... In the city (Philip’s ministry)
15:3 ... In the Church (Paul & Barnabas)

This is the ultimate result of Revival —

“Will You not revive us again that
Your people may rejoice in You?” (Psa 85:6)

 Conclusion
William Carey:

Expect great (mega) things from God;
Attempt great (mega) things for Him!

God’s promise:
“You will see greater things than these!”
 i.e. Greater than what are recorded in Acts!

The latter wine tastier than the former.
The latter Temple more glorious than the former.

Acts 28 does not have an Amen.
Acts 29 will be about us!
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Why are Churches prayerless?
Introduction

Text: Mt 21:12-16
“My house shall be called a House of Prayer!”

i.e. The most important activity in the Church
must be PRAYER.

But in today’s Church —
Prayer is an extra-curricular activity!
It’s not at the centre — pushed to the orbit.
Other things have become important —

eg) money-changing = Ordinary coins exchanged
for Hebrew shekels to offer to God

dove-selling = for sacrifice to God!
i.e. Business activities in the Name of God

Such activities without prayer are corrupt! (“Thieves!”)
That’s why a lot of court cases in our Churches!

Organising vs. Agonizing
Talent vs. Tears
Public vs. Private
Applauded vs. Unnoticed
Display of strength  vs. Death to self

The strength of a Church —
“How many attend the mid-week prayer meeting?”

Why are Churches prayerless?
1. Because,

INDIVIDUALS do not pray!

Building — made up of stones
Body — made up of organs
Family — made up of members
Army — made up of soldiers
Nation — made up of citizens

CH - UR - CH!
If “you are” not active!

Christ’s question to individuals —

Mt 26:40 ... To Peter ... one hour
1 hour of prayer = 1/24 day i.e. <5%

Not even the tithe of a full day!

Too busy with work?
Acts 10:1,2 ... Cornelius a military officer
Dan 6:10 ... Daniel the Chief Secretary

No time for God?
Who gave you health? Who gave you the job? (Dt 8:17,18)

Our Moslem friends kneel down to pray even inside aircrafts!

2. Because,
FAMILIES do not pray!

The Church is a family of families.

Elijah’s 12 stones (one for each Tribe)
1 Ki 18:31,32,38

We have time for TV, Newspaper, and other pastimes.

We say we have a lot of pressures and tension,
so we do not pray!

Compare — Christ  vs.  Disciples
Lk 22:44    v45
 (agony)  (sorrow)
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Family Prayer —

The family that prays together, stays together.
No family prayer — House without a roof .

Susanna Wesley — 19 Children!
She prayed everyday by the bedside of each of them.

3. Because,
LEADERS do not pray!
John the Baptist and Jesus Christ (Lk 11:1)

Praying leaders produce praying congregations.

A Pastor who is not praying is playing,
and his congregation will be straying!

Jesus was the busiest Minister —

(So much He had to accomplish in 3½ yrs)

But prayer was His supreme priority —

At Baptism (Lk 3:21)
In Wilderness (His ministerial training — Lk 4:1,2

How many Seminaries do teach prayer?)
On Transfiguration Mount (Lk 9:29)
In Gethsemane (Lk 22:41)
(He was sweating blood; they were snoring boldly.)
On the Cross (Lk 23:46)
In Heaven — Now! “He ever lives to make intercession!”

(Heb 7:25)
Leonard Ravenhill: I want to see —

David playing the harp ... Demons will flee!
Paul preaching ... Monarchs will tremble!
And Jesus praying ... All hell will jolt!

4. Because,
MEMBERS expect nothing new or great!

We are satisfied with the routine.
We are upset only if the routine is upset.

We warm the pews Sunday after Sunday,
and the pillars have become pillows!

We want change in our diet;
we want change in our dress;
but in Church life, we are stagnant!

But God says ...
“Behold I’ll do a NEW thing!” (Isa 42:9; 43:19; 48:6)

New Life ... New Name ... New Heart ...
New Grace ... New Song ... New Wine ...
New Wineskin ... New Testament ...
New Spirit ... New Fruit ... New Tongues ...
New Commandment ... New Creation ...
New Man ... New Way ... New Heaven ...
New Earth ... New Jerusalem!

 Sudden outpouring (Acts 2) —
Day of Pentecost
— Disciples were “sitting”
— People asked, “What does this mean?”

 Cornelius house (Acts 10) —
— Cottage Prayer Meeting
— Before the sermon was over! (v44)

5. Because,
we have learnt to do things
without the HOLY SPIRIT’S anointing!

Neither filled nor thrilled but chilled!
No upper room fire but only supper room smoke!
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The Early Church in prayer—

Lk 24:52,53
Acts 1:14 ... Preparing for Pentecost

2:42 ... After Pentecost ... steadfast ...
3:1 ... Peter & John ... Hour of Prayer
4:31 ... Persecution ... Place shaken
6:4 ... But we will give ourselves to prayer.
7:60 ... First martyr dying on knees!

(We fail on foot because we fail on knees!)
12:5 ... Constant prayer for Peter in Prison

(Today so many in prisons behind
Iron Curtain & Bamboo Curtain)

13:2,3 ... Vision for Mission

Compare: 1 Church with 120 members of that day
vs.

120 Churches each with 120 members of this day

 When the Church becomes a “House of Prayer,”
there will be —
1. Revelation

Mt 21:14 ... “blind healed!”
eg) Isa 6:1-3 ... The Lord of Glory & Holiness

2. Rejuvenation
Mt 21:14 ... “lame healed!”
eg) 40 yrs lame at the “Beautiful” Gate! (Acts 3:1,2)

3. Restoration of JOY & PRAISE
Mt 21:15,16/Lk 19:39,40

If saints keep quiet, stones will start praising! (Lk 19:40)

Beware! God may bypass you!

118

The Evils in the Church
Introduction

A sad passage in the OT —
Zech 13:6 ... “Wounds in hands from friends.”
— A prophecy concerning Christ (vv1,7)
Christ wounded in the “house” (Church) of His friends!

Not hallowed but hounded.
Not worshipped but wounded.

Israel wounded God the Father.
Jews wounded God the Son.
Christians are wounding God the Holy Spirit.

God is wounded by the
“Evils in the Church”

Other names:

“Iniquity of holy things” (Ex 28:38)
“Iniquity in the place of righteousness” (Eccl 3:16)
“Dead flies in the perfume” (Eccl 10:1)
“Old leaven in the new lump” (1 Cor 5:6,7)

Let’s look at 5 of these evils —

1. Shallow Commitment
a) Nominal Religion:

Isa 48:1,2 ... ancestry without personal experience
John the Baptist rebuked the Pharisees & Sadducees—

Children of Abraham 
Generation of Vipers  (Mt 3:7-9)



704703

Jer 7:1-4, 9-11 ... False security and covering
Mere head knowledge, no heart experience.
These are tares looking very much like grains —

Mt 13:25-36
b) Superficial Conversion:

Hiding sin ... Josh 7:19
When we declare our sinfulness we acknowledge
God’s holiness ... give glory to God ... confess ...
Godly sorrow ... 2 Cor 7:10,11 ... “X” mere worldly

sorrow (sickness, material loss, etc.)
Confessing without forsaking ... Prov 28:13

c) Empty Profession:
Jonah ... 1:9 ... “I fear God” — He did not!
Things which obeyed — Wind ... 1:4

Fish ... 1:17/2:10
Ninevites ... 3:5
Plant ... 4:6
Insect ... 4:7
Hot wind ... 4:8

The thing that obeyed not — Jonah

 1 Jn 2:9/4:20
— He who says,“I love God”

“I am in the light”
but no love for others.

Need for reconciliation and restitution

2. Unacceptable Worship
 Heartless worship

Mk 7:6 ... Chanting!
 Ceremonial worship x Spiritual worship

Jn 4:21-24

 Do not localize Deity —

Acts 7:47-49

Veil in the Temple torn from top to bottom (Mt 27:51).
No place holier than the other.
In the NT, it’s not the place, but the people

(wherever two or three ... Mt 18:20)
Unscriptural traditions —
Crucifix, Cross, Candles, Incense, etc.

Vain worship — Mk 7:7 ... Traditions

  eg) Nehushtan (2 Ki 18:4)

Gideon’s Ephod (Judg 8:27)
Originally a sacred vestment of the High Priest
became an object of idolatrous worship by Gideon,
a man of God!

All forms of idolatry to be forsaken so we may “hallow”
God’s Name —

Rom 1:21-23 ... Worshipping the creature
Ex 20:4-6 ... Beware of Christian idols!
“Voice, no form!” (Dt 4:12,15,16)

 No man to be glorified —
Psa 115:1 ... “Not unto us ... Not unto us”

No hero-worship —
1 Cor 3:21,22 ... Paul ... Apollos ... Cephas ...

 1:29 ... No flesh to glory ...

Babel ... “A name for ourselves!”
On the Day of Pentecost God reversed the situation,

Acts 2:6-8, and that was to praise Him (v11).
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Do not go after clerical titles —

Mt 23:5-10 ... Today’s trend?

“Christ alone” “Father alone”
 vv8,10 v9

Hallowed Be Your Name ...
not our Name! (Mt 6:9)

Holy and Reverend is “His” Name (Psa 111:9)

Even our victories must be placed at God’s feet —

Do not steal God’s glory  (Josh 6:19)
The 24 Elders (Rev 4:8-11)

 Worship must be filled with reverence and holy fear —

Mal 1:6 ... My honour ... Mt reverence
Heb 12:28,29 ... reverence ... godly fear
Jer 5:22 ... God challenges our fearlessness.

Free, not frivolous, worship!

3. Meaningless Prayer
Prayer is an incense to glorify God —

Rev 5:8 ... incense ... golden bowls ... prayers
  8:3,4 ... prayers ... smoke of incense

When does prayer lose its meaning?

 Unconfessed sin —

Josh 7:8-11 ... What will happen to Your great Name?
Why do you lie like this?

 Damaged relationships —
Js 5:16 ... Confess to one another.

Division in the Church, more than any other sin,
has brought dishonour to the Lord —

Jn 17:22 ... The very purpose of glory in the Church

A major factor for divisions in the Indian Church —
“Communalism!”

(Not Communism but communalism is a great enemy
for Church growth.)

Why we must be united:
Mal 2:10 ... The same Father
Rom 10:12 ... The same Lord

Paul, a pure-blooded Hebrew, now changed!
Acts 15:8,9 ... The same Spirit

Peter, a strong communalist, now changed!

— The responsibility of parents:
Avoid using words like “our” people.

— Let the Cross have its deep work in our lives:
Eph 2:14-16 ... Partition wall broken down ...

Do not build it again.

God hates prayer when hands are bloody (Isa 1:15-17)
i.e. faulty interpersonal relationships (1 Jn 3:15)

4. Hypocritical Preaching
 Name of God blasphemed among the Gentiles —

Preaching x Practice
Rom 2:21-24

The “Do-what-I-say-and-not-what-I-do” philosophy
of preachers brings dishonour to God.

 Compromise with thieves, adulterers, etc. —
Psa 50:16-21

Cold preachers make bold sinners!

 Loss of reverence and trembling at God’s Word —
Isa 66:1,2
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Several preachers do not believe
that the Bible IS God’s Word.

Failure of leaders to “believe” God’s Word
and take it as it is, dishallows His Name —

Moses & Aaron (Num 20:12)

 Professionalism, prestige, ...
Jonah 3:4,10

  4:1-3

Loss of compassion for people —
Jonah 4:10,11

5. Defective Giving
Mal 1:6,7 ... “In what have we despised Your Name?”

 Not offering the best to God (v8)
We are giving God what’s left, not what’s right!

Cursed ... male in flock ... offering the blemished ... (v14)
Lev 22:22

Give your best Child to God (Num 3:13)

That’s “pure offering” (Mal 1:11)

If you don’t tithe, you are a thief (Mal 3:8)
If you don’t give your best, you are a cheat (Mal 1:14)

 Profit motive (Mal 1:10)

— “What wilI I get?”
Preachers take advantage of this weakness

of people.

Then it’s no more worship!
Mary’s act was a worship (Jn 12:3)
The Widow’s act was a worship (Lk 21:1-4)

 Mere duty, no delight (Mal 1:13a)
“weariness ... burden”

2 Cor 9:7 ... Not out of necessity ...
Phil 4:18 ... liberal offering .... sweet smelling ...

 Ill-gotten money (Mal 1:13b)
Stolen from parents (Mk 7:10-13)
Stolen from government (Mk 12:17/Rom 13:7)
Stolen from people (Mt 23:14; Lk 3:12-14)

eg) King Saul’s sacrifice was unacceptable —
1 Sam 15:19-22 ... disobedience to God

 Conclusion
 Because the Name of the Lord is thus profaned

in the Church,
“Ichabod” is already written!

1 Sam 4:21 ... glory departed ...

 But God has promised to restore the lost glory
exculsively for His Name’s sake —

Ezek 36:20-25

 Latter glory will be greater than the former —
Hagg 2:3,4,9

(Study the next Outline also.)
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How the Church hurts the Holy Spirit
Introduction
God’s eternal plan is perfect union with man.

That’s why He created man in “His own image.”
The other word for this “union” is “marriage.”

The whole Bible is a “drama of marriage”—
OT — Prologue — Marriage promised
Gospels — Act I — Bridegroom presented
Epistles — Act II — Bride prepared
Revelation — Epilogue — Marriage performed

“Abraham ... Isaac ... Servant ... Rebecca” — A beautiful type.
The most active person in the story is “the servant” —

The Holy Spirit
 The Holy Spirit is involved in this affair—

“From Creation to Coronation”
(Job 33:4/Gen 2:7) ... to ... (Rev 3:21,22)
In this process, we often hurt the Holy Spirit.

 The gentle nature of the Spirit —
Gen 1:2 — Like a hovering bird
Psa 23:5— Oil  — soft, gentle flow
Mt 3:16 — Dove — gentlest of birds

Wind, Fire, etc., speak of His power — NOT His nature —
His basic nature is soft dealing (Gen 6:3).
His nature manifests as His fruit (Gal 5:22,23).

The Church takes advantage of this,
and so it repeatedly hurts the Holy Spirit.

How the Church hurts the Holy Spirit —
1. Rejecting the Spirit
 1 Thess 4:1-8

“pleasing God” (v1)
 Rejecting the call & commandment for Holiness
“sanctification ... the will of God” (v3)
“called unto holiness” (v7)

Do we have a real heart’s desire for this?

 The very name of the Spirit — “HOLY” Spirit
The very first reference to the Spirit in NT

Lk 1:35 — “Holy One” thro’ the “Holy Spirit”
The first introduction of the Spirit to the people

Mt 3:11,12 — “purging and cleansing”
The very election is in sanctification by the Spirit

1 Pet 1:2

 Even if we are filled with the Spirit, if we do not pant or long
after holiness, we constantly make Him feel unwanted
or rejected.
Do you “LOVE” holiness? (Mal 2:11)

2. Defiling the Spirit’s temple
 1 Cor 6:17-20 ... your body ... temple of the Holy Spirit

3:16,17 ... Temple of God ... holy

By the indwelling of the Holy Spirit,
we are “joined” with the Lord as “one spirit.”

Sexual immorality disturbs this “union,”
as it defiles the very dwelling place of God’s Spirit.

 In the passage on sanctification,
this is the “most serious” sin —

1 Thess 4:3-6 ... sexual immorality
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 David’s cry (Psa 51:11) ... Take not Your Spirit
 The “works of the flesh” opposed to the “fruit of the Spirit”

Gal 5:17,19-21 (The first four!)

(See Rev 2:21)

Have you despised “the time” God has given for repentance?

Do you have a “mind” to repent?

You CAN be delivered! Don’t think you are born that way.

The yoke can be broken because of the anointing.

3. Provoking the Spirit
 Js 4:4,5 ... The Spirit yearns to jealousy

Friendship of the world — spiritual adultery.
The Spirit will not tolerate the Bride wooed by the world
and anyone other than the Heavenly Bridegroom!

God condemned this sin in Israel (Jer 3:20)
The Lord wants His Bride to dwell alone (Mic 7:14)
Remember the opening verses of Psalms!

  Psa 45:10-12 ... Forget your people ... father's house ...
Condition for King’s delight on the Bride!
When we forsake the worldly attachment and get lost
worshipping “Him,” the worldly people and material blessings
will “come after us” and we will “conquer the world.”

 Spirit intoxication against worldly pleasures —
Eph 5:18 ... wine ... Spirit ...

 Jer 2:2 ... love of your betrothal ...
Have you gone astray from your early love?
The first complaint of the Spirit against the Church —

Rev 2:4,7a ... lost your first love ...
If you love not the Lord, “Anathema!” (1 Cor 16:22)

4. Grieving the Spirit
 Eph 4:25-32

Faulty interpersonal relationships —
1. Lying (v25) 5. Unedifying talk (v29)
2. Anger (vv26,27) 6. Bitterness (v31)
3. Stealing (v28) 7. Backbiting (v31)
4. Not helping (v28) 8. Unforgiveness/grudge (v32)

 Psa 133:1,2 ... brothers ... unity ... good ... pleasant
A beautiful picture of the Spirit flowing over the Body
from the Head of Christ!
Do you endeavour to make the Holy Spirit happy?
Or,
Have you missed the very purpose of the Spirit’s fellowship?

Phil 2:1-3 ... fellowship of the Spirit ... one mind

5. Quenching the Spirit
 1 Thess 5:16-22

Slackness in daily devotional life
and failure to be watchful quench the Spirit —

1. Rejoice (v16) — Daily remembrance of His forgiveness,
redemption and grace.
“This is the day the Lord has made ...

rejoice ...”
2. Pray (v17) — Prayer habits — Quiet Time —

Hurried prayer ...

3. Thanks (v18) — Acknowledging of God’s provisions —
No grudging — Dissatisfaction —
Failure to “count your blessings”

4. Prophecies (vv20,21) — Written Word &
spoken messages —

Meditation — Warnings from
God’s servants by God’s Spirit ...
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Disobeying the Spirit
(Acts 7:51,53/Acts 5:32)

5. Temptations (v22) — Avoiding questionable things—
Fire in the bosom.

If we fail in these things, the glow of the Spirit will be lost,
resulting in spiritual insensitivity.
Have you let the fire on your altar die? (Lev 6:12,13)
Turn to God who can trim your smoking flax!

6. Insulting the Spirit
 Heb 10:26-29

Outright backsliding — Wilful sinning —
Main reason: Discouragement and depression due to

pressures and problems.
(See vv32,33,35,36)

Problems are no excuse for backsliding,
because God gives sufficient grace for every occasion —

“Spirit of grace” (v29)

And His Spirit within us is “The Comforter.”

Are you angry with God? (v31 — Fearful thing!)
Repent, punishment will be worse than the problems! (v29a)

 Conclusion
Rev 2:7,11,17,29 “He who has an ear ...

3:6,13,22 what the Spirit...Churches”

Psa  139:7 “Where can I go from Your spirit?
    :23,24  Search me, O God!”

Heb 3:7,8 — “The Holy Spirit says ...
 Harden not your heart !”
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The Tragedies in the Churches
Introduction

The day of missionary revival.
Missionary Conferences, Books, ...
Renewed interest in Missiology.
But the percentage of Christians in India

is still about 3 only.
Several tragedies ...
We have chosen easy alternatives in an age of substitutes!

1. Many Organisers, few Agonizers
Organising vs. Agonizing
Talents vs. Tears
Public vs. Private
Applauded vs. Unnoticed
Display of strength vs. Death to self

 Epaphras (Col 4:12,13)
— An organized vision

as well as an agonizing burden
 Paul (Rom 15:30-32) ... Judea, Jerusalem, Rome, ...

— Agonizing and Organizing
Prayer — A field of no competition

Pray for (a) Souls: 1 Tim 2:1,3,4
(b) Missionaries: Mt 9:36-38

Read these Biographies of Prayer Warriors ...
John Knox — Scotland
David Brainerd — Red Indians
Rees Howells — Africa
John Hyde — India
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 Fruitless fields — Zerubbabel ... Great mountain ...
 Difficult languages
 Hostile authorities
 Sickness in family

Church’s annual feast  vs. monthly fasting prayer—
How many attend?

2. Many Supporters, few Soulwinners
Imagine a hall full of just pillars!
Jesus sent (Mt 10:5,16)
   and went (Mt 11:1)

Jesus as a Soulwinner in John’s Gospel —

   Ch 1 — Philip
2 — Servants at Cana
3 — Nicodemus
4 — Samaritan woman
5 — Palsy 38 yrs

Our primary call: Mt 4:19 ... Fishers of men

The Church to become a recruiting and training centre:
How to witness to a Hindu
How to witness to a Muslim
How to witness to drug addicts

Andrew Murray: There are only two groups of Christians—
Soulwinners
Backsliders

No neutral position! (Lk 11:23b)
Each one, reach one!
William Carey — Repairing the soles of shoes

as well as winning souls for Christ!

(Study the Outline 92.)

3. Many Givers, few Goers
Primary need: Men, not money!
First call is for “goers” (Isa 6:8)

A slump in the number of missionary applicants.

 GO home ... friends ... Mk 5:18,19
 GO to the highways ... Lk 14:21-23
 GO to the villages ... Lk 19:29-31 (India lives in villages!)
 GO to the world ... Mk 16:15

Do you have a call to stay back?

What is a missionary call? —
Call from Above (Bible Meditation & Prayer)
Call from Around (The needy world)
Call from Below (Rich man/Lazarus)
Call from Within (Growing dissatisfaction, desire, ...)

Excuses —
 “I will serve God after retirement!”
 “What about my family + children?”
 “I do not have a theological education!”
 “Many are not saved in my own place!”
 “I am only a student!”
 “Several have come back!”
 “I do not know the language!”

How did you become a Doctor/Engineer/Teacher?

(Study the Outline 104.)

4. Many Adopters or Sponsors, few Parents
The Church at Antioch (Acts 13:1-3)
People’s Church, Canada —

400 missionaries.
Pastor Oswald J. Smith’s slogan: “Go or Send!”
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How?
Pastors — Preach Missionary Messages.
Sunday School Teachers — Missionary Biographies
Conduct Mission Conferences.
Invite Missionaries and Mission Leaders.
Send youth to mission fields.
Set targets to raise missionaries.
Regular Prayer meetings for missionary work.

 Conclusion
This is not a criticism, but a concern.
Meant for correction.

Become an agonizer
a soulwinner
a goer
a parent

Then “tragedies” will become “triumphs!”

121

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

What a Church Building should be
Introduction

 God does not “sanctify” or “indwell” a building —

Acts 7:47-49 ... Stephen ...
even in his martyrdom speech!

Because they were worshipping the Temple of God
rather than the God of the Temple!

In the NT —

Temple = “body”—“Destroy this Temple” (Jn 2:19-21)
Not only Christ’s body ...
“Know you not you are the Temple?”

(1 Cor 3:16; 6:19)
Church = “People” — “Living stones”

(1 Pet 2:4,5)

Therefore, any of our Church “buildings”
must be people-oriented:

They are meant for 7 groups of people —

1. A House for Supplicators
 A House of Prayer — Mk 11:15-17

The primary activity: Prayer
Attendance? Sunday Service vs. Midweek Prayer
Peter & John ... Hour of Prayer (Acts 3:1)
The incense to God — (Rev 8:3,4)

The place gets importance because of the people,
and not vice versa!

(Mt 18:19,20) ... 2 or 3 ... in the midst of them
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2. A House for Singers
 Joyful worship (Isa 56:7)

Before Pentecost : Lk 24:52,53
After Pentecost : Acts 2:46,47

Make a joyful noise! (Psa 89:15; 95:1; 98:6)
Read Psalms aloud — Responsive reading

The missing horizontal dimension (Eph 5:18-20)

3. A House for Students
 A house for teaching and learning the Scriptures —

Lk 19:46-48
 Heaven ... throne ... Word (Isa 66:1,2)

 A sad state (1 Sam 3:1-3)
The Church which was started in Catacombs
with a “message” ended in “Cathedrals”
with “money.”
Weekly feeding: A 20-minute sermon only!

Too little teaching: (Eccl 5:1)
Annas ... Caiaphas ... John (Lk 3:2)

4. A House for Saints
 A House for Sanctification/Cleansing —

Jer 7:4-11
Judgment begins at God’s house —

1 Pet 4:17
eg) the first judgment (Acts 5:1-11)

Where? Solomon’s Porch (v12)
Even at the entrance!

 Thrones of Judgment (Psa 122:1,5)
The early Church broke bread whenever they gathered

... A time of self-examination

5. A House for Sufferers
 A house of healing and rest —

Mt 21:12-14
A sad state: “Beautiful Gate” (Acts 3:1,2)

Blockage of flow of God’s power —
There’s a River! (Psa 46:4)

“The presence of God” when we gather together
 performs miracles (Lk 5:17)

 Ministering to one another —
Js 5:16 ... confess ... one another ... healed!

6. A House for Servants
 A place to serve one another —

Heb 10:19-21,24,25
a) Good words — Exhort
b) Good works — Encourage ... Enthuse ...

“Not to be served, but to serve” (Mk 10:45)
eg) Footwashing by Jesus in the gathering (Jn 13:1-5).

Not what I’ll get; but what I can give!

Acts 20:35 ... give ... than to receive

7. A House for Strangers
Isa 56:3,6,7 ... sons of the foreigner ...

 Solomon’s Prayer of Dedication of the Temple —
1 Ki 8:41-43

 Jesus parable ... Lk 14:21-23
My house ... poor ... lame ... blind

Once we come in, we are no more strangers —
Eph 2:19-22
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 “The Church is the only Society that exists for its
non-members!” — John Wesley

“Other sheep ... into the fold!” (Jn 10:16)

 Church: Training ground, not battlefield!

What are Churches for but to train missionaries?
What is money for but to support missionaries?

 Seek the marginalised —
Mt 25:34,35,40 ... I was hungry ...

 Dancing in the Father’s House (Lk 15:25)
99 sinners vs. 1 sinner/sheep

 Pray and work for “daily” addition —
First mention of the word “Church” in Acts (2:47)

Be mobile!

 Conclusion
Any Church building should be constanly checked
whether it’s primarily used for —

1. Supplications
2. Singing
3. Studying the Scriptures
4. Sanctification
5. Sufferers
6. Service
7. Strangers/Sinners

Otherwise they will become just monuments.
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Self-examination
before the Lord’s Supper

Introduction
 The ordinances in the Church which lose their spiritual

meaning become idols —
eg) The brazen serpent (2 Ki 18:4).

 The Gospel writers narrate the history of the institution
of the Last Supper —
Apostle Paul gives the spiritual meaning
of the Last Supper which he calls as the Lord’s Supper.

To understand its full meaning,
we must put one over the other.

 The main preparation to participate in the
Lord’s Supper is SELF-EXAMINATION —

1 Cor 11:28

What to examine —
1. Examine your relationship with one another.

1 Cor 11:17-21
 Despising others (vv22,23)

Each person is a precious member
of the Body of Christ.
“Eye cannot say to the hand” (1 Cor 12:20,21)

 Rivalling with one another
Lk 22:20-26

 Doing tit-for-tat
Jn 18:10,11

Reconcile with one another.
One bread, therefore one body.
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2. Examine your relationship with the Lord.
1 Cor 11:23 ... “the same night in which He was betrayed.”

 How about your prayer life?
The disciples disappointed Jesus in Gethsemane.

 Are you regular in Bible meditation?
The Bible is God’s very Word
v23 ... “... what I received from the Lord ...”

 Do you remember the Lord in all your ways?
vv24,25 ... “In remembrance of Me”
Walking in conscious fellowship with God.

3. Examine your relationship with the world.
(1 Cor 11:32)

 Do you live a separated life from the filth of the world?
1 Cor 10:21,22
Works of darkness

 Do you shamelessly testify for the Lord before the world?
— Peter’s failure
— If we are ashamed before the world ... Mk 8:38

 Conclusion
This self-examination is a serious matter —

1 Cor 11:28-31 ... sickness ... death ...
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The Steps to Christian Unity
Introduction

 Enemies within us weaken us more than enemies
outside — Mt 12:25

 Of all the problems in the Church, the worst one is
disunity —

eg) Addressed by Paul first and last while writing
 to the problematic Corinthian Church —

1 Cor 1:10,11
2 Cor 13:11

Unity why — Theory
Unity how — Practice

A smoker’s cry: “Don’t tell me why; show me how!”

Steps to practical unity —
1. Begin with the leaders.

 Psa 133 ... Aaron’s head
Mount Hermon

 Peter and John (Acts 3:1-4) ... “Look at us”

2. Know we have a common enemy.
 Seven oneness factors (Eph 4:4-6)

We have huge differences in some of them —
eg)  One baptism ... One Spirit ...

 We can add, “One Enemy!”
 “He who is not against us is for us” (Lk 9:49,50)
 Enemy not divided — Mt 12:26
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eg) — “I will bring 7 other spirits” (Mt 12:43-45)

 — “Send us into swine” —
Legion = 2000 demons minimum —

(No argument whether to go into goats
 or donkeys or ...) Mk 5:9-13

3. Make people understand the urgency of the hour.

 3 groups — Who make things happen
Who watch things happen
Who know not what happens

“The silent majority”

 People are not informed enough so they are not
 inspired enough.

 Nehemiah

Neh 2:17,18 ... Come, let’s build
4:6 ... People had a mind to work
8:1 ... People gathered as one man

Interpret the daily News with the Message of the Scripture.
Be relevant on the pulpit.

4. Use evangelism for a common platform.

 “United to Witness” — Unity came; Witness gone!

 Jn 17:20,21 — THE ultimate earthly purpose of unity.
 13:35 ... All will know ... My disciples

 “Rescue the perishing”
— The topmost of the 8000 hymns of Fanny Crosby.
— The fighting crew on board a ship when they

noticed a passenger falling into the sea.

5. Recognize the strengths of others.
(We normally criticize the weaknesses of others.)

 Paul strong in Gentile Evangelism
Peter strong in Jewish Evangelism

(Gal 2:8)

 Joab—Abishai / Syrians—Ammonites
(2 Sam 10:9-12)

 Iron sharpens iron.
(Prov 27:17)

 Word ... Signs ... Deeds (Rom 15:18,19)
(Evangelicals)  (Pentecostals)  (Mainliners)

 Peter recognizes Paul’s wisdom —
(2 Pet 3:15,16)

6. Relate to Para-Church organisations.
 “Para” = Called to help alongside

eg) “Paraclete” — Helper — Holy Spirit

Father — Son — Spirit:
Functional differences but perfectly united —

Jn 17:21; 1 Cor 12:4-6

 Eph 4:11 ... Local vs. Translocal ministries
Paul vs. Apollos
Fishermen vs. Shepherds
Quarrymen vs. Sculptors

 Missions not a substitute but a supplement.
Do not feel threatened by their aggressive,

pushy salesmanship!

 Para-Church organisations are a good link/bridge
between Churches.
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7. Teach and exercise unity in small groups.
 2 or 3  120    3000   5000

Acts 1:14,15 2:41,44 4:4,32

 The character of small units will be reflected
in the larger group.

 eg) House groups
 Local fellowships of Pastors/Leaders

8. Strive for spiritual and not structural unity.
 Not union but unity.

The Church is not a club but a body.
Not sameness but oneness.
Not uniformity but unity in diversity.

 Isaac  x  Ishmael (Gen 21:10/Gal 4:30/Rom 9:8)
Ox  x   Donkey (Dt 22:10)

 Unity of the Spirit  Unity of the faith
(Eph 4:3) (4:13)

  “Maintain” “Attain”

Unless we start here, we get nowhere!

9. Emphasize the centrality of the Cross.
Jews — Gentiles


(Eph 2:14,16)

 “Was Paul crucified for you?”
1 Cor 1:13

 The quarrel between tools in a Carpenter’s shop —
The Carpenter makes a Cross using all the tools
and died on it!

10. Pray for a Holy Spirit revival.
 Ezek 37 ... Valley of dry bones

vv15-17,22,24
Judah & Joseph — 2 sticks

become one!
 Result of Pentecost —

Acts 2:44 ... all who believed were together
3:1 ... Peter and John together
4:24 ... raised voice with one accord
4:32 ... multitude ... one heart ... one soul

 Ducks in individual pens when the water level goes up!

— Bringing about unity is a Herculean task —
“It’s neither by might nor by power but by My Spirit”

— Jesus did not pray for what would not happen.

— Without God we cannot; without us God will not!

 Conclusion
Blessing of Unity —

One will chase 1000
Two will chase 10,000  (Dt 32:30)

One horse can pull 2 tons;
Two horses can pull 23 tons.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How the Holy Spirit prepares the Bride
Introduction

 John the Baptist came before Christ’s
First coming to prepare a people for the Lord.

The Holy Spirit has come before Christ’s
Second coming to prepare a Bride for Him.

 The last sermon of Christ was on the Holy Spirit (Jn 16).

 God the Father is longing for eternal union with man.
Christ the Bridegroom is preparing a place for the union.
The Holy Spirit is preparing the Bride for the union.

How the Spirit helps the Bride to prepare —

1. Liberty

 Rom 7:1-6

Released from one husband (Law) and
married to another (Christ)

“Bound” — “Released”
“Fruit to Death” — “Fruit to God”
“Oldness of Letter” — “Newness of Spirit”

 2 Cor 3:3,14-17

“Tablets of stone”— “Tablets of flesh”
“Veil on heart” — “Veil removed”

(Contrast Rebecca’s veil — Gen 24:65)

When one turns to the Lord, THE SPIRIT,
the veil is taken away.

In other words —

 Zech 4:6 — Neither by might, nor by power,
but by My Spirit (Not by self efforts)

Rom 8:2,3— Spirit of Christ made me free!

 Therefore, Beware of legalism!

 Paul laments —

2 Cor 11:2-4 — Simplicity in Christ, one Husband.
:13-15 Deception, angel of light and

false ministers of righteousness
Col 2:16-23 — False humility,

Intrusion into the unseen,
Self-imposed religion,
Neglect of body, etc.

Gal 3:3 — Begun in Spirit, ending in flesh.

“STAND FAST IN THE LIBERTY!” (Gal 5:1)

(Study the Outline 20.)

2. Guarantee
 Several references —

2 Cor 1:21,22 ... the Spirit ... the Deposit ...
5:5 ... the Spirit ... a Guarantee ...

Eph   1:13,14 ... the Spirit ... the Guarantee ...
4:30 ... the Spirit ... the Seal ...

 What does this mean?
— Assurance of being God’s children

Rom 8:15,16/Mt 3:16,17

— Assurance of inheriting the riches of His glory
Eph 1:13,14,15,18
(Revealing the contents of the Will

and granting ever-fresh assurance)
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— Assurance of clothing immortality and enjoying
the very presence of Christ
2 Cor 5:1-7

Christ is not like a modern young man who courts a girl
with rosy promises but deserts her just like that!

The Holy Spirit supplies patience and assurance
in the period between Engagement and Marriage!

3. Love
 Rom 5:5 — The love of God literally “poured” out.

Eph 3:16-19 — Rooted in love, comprehending the love ...
thro’ the Spirit!

This the Spirit does by supplying us the reality of the
Presence of Christ in our hearts!

(Otherwise literally Christ is in Heaven.)
Eph 3:17

 The Holy Spirit keeps revealing to us the great things
about the Bridegroom and that makes us fall in love
with Him deeper and deeper —

Jn 16:14,15 — He will say how “rich” Jesus is!
1 Cor 12:3 — He will say how “great” Jesus is!
1 Cor 2:9-12 — He will reveal to us the “glory” of the things

the Bridegroom “prepares” for us,
the “lovers” (Compare Jn 14:2,3)

Compare with what Abraham’s servant told Laban about
Abraham and Isaac and how he wooed Rebecca —

Gen 24:22,23 All these gold and gifts were given
:28-32 even before seeing the Bridegroom!
:35,36 Imagine how much the Bride
:50,51,53 would receive when
:55-58 she reaches Home!

4. Communication
The first expression of love (heart) is prayer
and praise (mouth).

a) Prayer
 Rom 8:26,27 — i) The Spirit helps!

— Prayer WITH the Spirit
ii) The Spirit Himself prays!

— Prayer BY the Spirit.

This is possible by yielding ourselves more and more to the
control of the Spirit and relaxing into His will and desire.

Do not lose this blessing in mere excitement!

 Eph 6:18 — iii) Prayer IN the Spirit
Jude 20

One of the God-given means is speaking in tongues —
(1 Cor 14:2,14)

SS 7:9 — Best wine making the sleepers speak!
Love language between the Bride & Groom (1 Cor 14:2)

The Holy Spirit increases the desire and the intensity
of prayer.

b) Praise
 Eph 5:18-20 — Singing, melody-making, thanksgiving, ...

(Brahmin Brides are required to sing & dance!)

Acts 2:4,11 — Tongues, praising for wonderful works.
The Holy Spirit improves the quality of praise and worship.

5. Guidance
In three areas —
a) Day-to-day affairs (Rom 8:14)

The pillar of fire and the pillar of cloud are the types
of the Holy Spirit who leads.
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How does He lead us today?

i) The inner voice/impression when we are fully yielded —
Prov 3:5,6 ... not own understanding ... trust the Lord
Psa 37:5,23,24 ... commit ... steps ordered by the Lord

ii) As we keep walking in faith, if we err,
He will correct us from behind —

Isa 30:21 ... right ... left ... voice

b) The Study of the Scriptures
Jn 14:26 — understanding and applying the

  16:13 Scriptures

Acts 15:28 — Interpretation of the Word according
to the situation
“Holy Spirit and us”
(The Spirit and the Bride)

1 Jn 2:26,27 — Detection of deception

c) The Ministry
Acts 13:2,3 — Beginning of a work

  8:29 — Directing in the work
16:6,7 — Turning in a work
11:12,15,16 — Confirmation in a work by

guidance and reminder
This the Holy Spirit does thro’ His gifts —

Word of Wisdom eg) Peter quoting the Word
Word of Knowledge from Joel (Acts 2:16,17)

James quoting Peter
and Amos (Acts 15:13-17)

Prophecy
Discerning of spirits, etc.

6. Comfort
 The earthly life of the Bride is not without pains and problems.

That’s why Jesus promised the Divine Comforter—
Jn 14:16,18; Acts 9:17

 Isa 59:19 — The Spirit resists the enemy’s flood.
1 Pet 4:14 — The Spirit of glory as against reproach.
Acts 20:22,23 — The Spirit even prepares us ahead

of the tribulations.
 Isa 63:9,10a,14 — The Holy Spirit identifies with the Bride

in afflictions.
Rom 8:18,23,26a — The Holy Spirit helps in our sufferings

& weaknesses.
The Holy Spirit will remind the dejected Bride of the
everlasting kindness of the Groom — (Isa 54:5-8)

7. Transformation
 2 Cor 3:18 — Being transformed by the Spirit

4:4 — The Groom is in the Father’s image.
3:18 — The Bride grows into the Groom’s image.

 How is it performed by the Spirit?

a) Victory in Temptations (Lk 4:1,2,13,14)
b) Building up of character (Eph 5:8,9)
c) Edification thro’ gifts (1 Cor 12:7)
d) Growth thro’ ministries (Acts 20:28/Eph 4:11-13)

All towards —

 Rom 8:28-30 ... all things for good ...
— This is the ultimate purpose of “all” things

God allows in our life!

i.e. “The Bride must become like the Bridegroom.”
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How to Preach God’s Word effectively
Introduction

 The primary ministry of a Pastor —
“Feed the flock” (1 Pet 5:1,2; Psa 23:1,2)

God’s complaint — Ezek 34:1-3
 Preaching involves 2-fold preparation:

a) Preparation of the Preacher
b) Preparation of the Sermon

(A) Preparation of the Preacher
i) A right attitude towards the Bible

 The Bible is the Word of God.
Inerrency, Inspiration, Infallibility
Know this “first” — 2 Pet 1:20,21

 The Bible is supreme.
Psa 138:2 ... magnified Your Word ...

“In the beginning was the Word.”
 The Bible does not get its authority from the Church;
 but the Church gets its authority from the Bible.

Traditions are secondary —
Mt 15:3-6 ... traditions ... Word of God

 The Bible is sufficient.
Do not add, avoid or alter anything.

 More important than dreams, visions or any experience—
Jer 23:28,29 ... chaff before grain?
2 Pet 1:16-21 ... Peter’s experience

 The Scripturalness of a ministry decides its destiny —
 Wise man (Mt 7:24,25)
 Wise builder ... fire (1 Cor 3:9-15)

H
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 Billy Graham’s repeated saying in his sermons —
“The Bible says ...”

ii) A life according to the Word of God

 What right do you have?
Psa 50:16-20

 Should you not teach yourself?
Rom 2:17-24

 The hard-working farmer
2 Tim 2:6 (If he is not benefitted, how will others be?)

 Jesus did not preach like the scribes
Mt 7:28,29

Because — Mt 23:1-4
(The Scribes do not do what they preach.)

 Lest I be disqualified ...
1 Cor 9:27

 Jesus used the Word to overcome temptations
in His own life — Mt 4:4,7,10

iii) The Anointing of the Holy Spirit

 Jesus: The Spirit of the Lord upon Me — Lk 4:16-19

 Tarry in Jerusalem — Lk 24:46-49
Spoke the Word  with boldness — Acts 4:31

 Gifts of the Spirit — 1 Cor 12:7-9
Wisdom, Knowledge, Prophecy, Discernment

 The Holy Spirit is the Author of the Bible.
Mere letter kills — 2 Cor 3:6
The words I speak ... spirit and life — Jn 6:63

Now we move to the second part —

(B) Preparation of the Sermon
i) Regular Bible Meditation

 Devotional Meditation
 Analytical Study

Need to nourish our souls on a daily basis —
“Man shall not live by bread alone” (Mt 4:4)

Daily Quiet Time.
Set aside time each week for analytical study also.
Don’t become too busy with administrative matters

(Acts 6:1-4)
Tools for study —

 A good Translation (NKJV, ESV, NIV)
 Study Bibles
 Bible Dictionaries
 Concordances

ii) Prayer for your congregation
Jer 9:1 ... tears for my people ...

Fasting is helpful.
Jesus prayed and preached —

 Lk 21:37,38
   5:15,16
   6:12,20

When we wait on the Lord, we receive and understand —
 The BURDEN of the Lord

Isa 13:1/15:1/17:1/19:1/21:1/22:1/23:1
The feeling of a fully pregnant woman

 The WORD of the Lord
Jer 2:1/7:1/11:1/14:1/16:1
Fire in my bones — Jer 20:9

Heart reaches hearts; head reaches heads!
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Logos vs. Rhema
We are to be prophetic in our preaching.

 The SAYINGS of the Spirit

Rev 2:7,11,17,29
  3:6,13,22

iii) Then comes the table work.
Structuring/building a Sermon
Introduction — Body — Conclusion
Illustrations, Quotes, etc.

Sermon notes must be clear and legible.

 Topical Sermons —
Repentance, Relationships, Sanctification,
Prayer, Bible Meditation, Witnessing,
Giving, Suffering, Second Coming, etc.

 Expository Sermons —
Verses/Passages/Chapters

All these mean spending lot of time in study.
If we are casual here,
we are unfaithful to the congregations and to God.

(C) Delivery of the Sermon
  Stand up before the congregation with —

 brokenness (1 Cor 2:3)
 boldness (1 Cor 2:4)

( 2 Tim 4:17)

 Lead the congregation to read the references.

 People must be urged to bring Bibles
to Church.
(Challenge them about Bibleless languages.)

  Only when they turn to the references,
they involve/participate in the study.

Acts 17:10-12 ... Bereans
 Demand a verdict!

If you aim at nothing, you will always hit it!
Expect something to happen!
(Prophet Ezekiel ... Dry bones moved!)

Do not worry if people are disturbed —
Jn 6:66-69 ... Many left Jesus.

Altar call —
John the Baptist ... “What shall we do?”

Lk 3:10-14
Peter at Pentecost ... “What shall we do?”

Acts 2:37
This is like pulling the net from the sea.

 Understand the conditions of the congregation.
They are suffering from —
 Underfeeding — Biblical illiteracy.

Teach the “whole” counsel of God
Acts 20:26-28

“All” Scripture ... Therefore preach the Word!
2 Tim 3:14-4:2a

 Wrong feeding
— Endtime sign ... 2 Tim 4:2-5
— Prosperity doctrine ... Phil 3:17-19
— Deceptive philosophies ... Acts 19:8-10

 Inappropriate feeding
Various groups in the congregation must receive
appropriate messages.

eg)  John — 1 Jn 2:12-14
 Timothy — 1 Tim 5:1-3
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What to Remember when you Preach
Introduction

 The 2-fold call of each Christian —

a) To praise God (1 Pet 2:5) — Worship
b) To proclaim His Name (          :9) — Witness

So much is talked about worship,
but very little about witnessing —

Witnessing can be either
person-to-person or from pulpit.

It’s God’s will that all of His Children
“speak forth” (= prophesy) for Him —

Acts 2:17,18

When you are a “zealous” Christian,
sometime or the other you will have an invitation
to preach.

What to remember when you preach —
Text: 2 Corinthians 2:12-17

1. Your WORTHINESS is of God only.
 You are there because “God” put you there —

— an open door “by the Lord” (v12)

This inner conviction a must to be effective on the pulpit —
Testimony: How I accept/refuse an invitation

 “Who is sufficient for these things?” (v16b)
The answer is, “No one!”

“Our sufficiency is of God” (2 Cor 3:5)
Not because of what you’ve attained, but obtained!

1 Cor 15:9,10 ... I am what I am by the grace of God!

 Treasure in “earthern” vessels —
2 Cor 4:7

It’s the treasure that’s important.

 What about “Preach what you practise?” —

 We are not called to preach our experiences
but God’s Word—

Not what we are but who He is!

 Preach what you believe (2 Cor 4:13)
Endeavour sincerely to practise what you preach.

Do not allow the devil to intimidate you
by pointing out any shortcoming in your life.
Repent of it and be cleansed (2 Tim 2:21)

 Be always aware of the “authority” you have for
preaching —

Mt 28:18,19
2 Tim 4:1,2

This is what gives you “boldness” to preach!

2. You are to preach the WORD.
“We do not adulterate the Word of God” (v17a)

 Present trend —
“so many” — majority of preachers
“peddling” — adulterating for gain

(i.e. Preaching what people want, not what they need)
This is consumerism.

Preaching has become a business; a performance.
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 Decide to preach the Word faithfully —
Jer 23:28,29 ... Dream ... chaff ... fire

 Before you speak the Word,
you must saturate yourself with the Word.

 “What I received from the Lord ...” (1 Cor 11:23a; 15:3)

Ruminate it  Meditate
Study
Compare

The experience of a pregnant woman.
Conception and then gestation —

Otherwise miscarriage or premature baby!

 Cursed is the man who does God’s work casually —
Jer 48:10 — Reference to the Sword of the Spirit

A Picture of “no homework” (v11)
“Memorize” as many Bible verses of your sermon

 as possible.
Preach with well-prepared notes.

3. You are to declare God’s WISDOM.
“Diffuses the fragrance of His knowledge everywhere”

(v14b)
 God’s eternal purpose is to fill the Earth

with His knowledge —
This He does in 2 stages:

I — Filling the Church with His Wisdom
(Col 1:9,10)

II — Filling the world with His Wisdom
thro’ the Church

(Eph 3:10)

Stage II is not possible without Stage I —
I — Reviving the Christians
II — Reaching the non-Christians

 While preparing the sermon,
pray for the revelation of God’s Wisdom to you —

1 Cor 2:7-10
Pray for a manifestation of the gifts of —

a) Word of Wisdom
b) Word of Knowledge (1 Cor 12:8)

This is where a “freshness” of mind is necessary.
Avoid distractions during sermon preparation.
It’s a ministry you must first receive in your spirit —

1 Cor 2:10-12

4. You are engaged in a WARFARE.
“always leads us in triumph” (v14a)
“aroma of death ... life ...”  (v16)

This is a victory procession following battle.
 Preaching is fighting!

— against the forces of darkness which blind people
(2 Cor 4:3-6)

 Open door “and” enemies —
1 Cor 16:9

“The Lord stood with me ... preaching ... lion ...”
2 Tim 4:17

Satan is angry with right preaching, because —
a) It exposes his lies as the Truth is expounded.
b) It emancipates his captives from his clutches.

 The “Word” pictures —
Hammer — to break (Jer 23:29)
Sword — to pierce (Eph 6:17)
Fire — to burn (Jer 23:29)
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That’s why immediately after the spiritual warfare passage,
Paul requests prayer for boldness —

Eph 6:19

 The Sword of the Lord ... the Sword of Gideon!
Judg 7:18

5. You are to overcome WORRIES/WEAKNESSES.
“no rest in my spirit” (2 Cor 2:13a)
“no rest in our flesh” (2 Cor 7:5)

Boldness “in spite of” —
external conflicts
& internal fears (2 Cor 7:4,5)

 There had always been some heaviness in my heart
during major preaching assignments —

eg) Mummy dying with cancer —
During Missionaries Training Programme

Daughter suffering from brain tumor —
 During Blesso — “Lord of Hosts”

Renal colic — During Madhya Pradesh programme

Why such things?

For 3 reasons —

a) “lest we lift ourselves with the abundance of revelations”
(2 Cor 12:7)

b) lest we lose touch with ground realities

c) so we may be crushed for the fragrance to be released
(2 Cor 4:8-12)

The devil uses all these to discourage us;
but do not lose heart!

— The mercy of God is there (2 Cor 4:1)

 Death works in us;
life manifests in folks! (2 Cor 4:12,13). Preach in FAITH.

6. You must stay WATCHFUL.
“We speak in the sight of God” (v17b)

 The OT prophets repeatedly said —

“As the Lord lives before whom I stand ...”

Elijah — 1 Ki 17:1; 18:15
Elisha — 2 Ki 3:14; 5:16

Preaching is an eternal business done on earth! (Isa 66:1,2)

Picture: Heaven My throne ...
Earth My footstool ...
I will look at the one who trembles at My Word.

 Stricter judgment for preachers —

Js 3:1,2 (concerning the “words” we speak)
(1 mistake = 1 x number of hearers)

 Be alert to receive spot inspirations —

How I receive a lot of them;
because, “He who has, to him more will be given!”

(The 5-talented & 2-talented men laboured)

 Be alert lest you are distracted while preaching —
The devil knows how to sidetrack you!

Do not lose your focus!
That’s why Jesus said —

 Don’t greet anyone on the way! (Lk 10:4)
 Don’t go from house to house (vain chat)! (Lk 10:7c)

eg) Don’t shoot rabbits while going for deer hunt!
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7. Preaching is an act of WORSHIP.
“We are the fragrance of Christ to God” (v15)

This is the vertical dimension of preaching:
It’s to glorify God —

Psa 138:2 ... “Worship” because of the “Word”

 Important short prayers to be offered before coming
to the pulpit —

“Hide me, Lord; reveal Yourself!”
“I must decrease; You must increase!”
“Use me only as a voice (John) to proclaim

Your Word who is Jesus”
“Make my listeners Your followers (disciples)

and not my fans! (devotees)”
 Study the Sermons of

Peter (Acts 3)
Stephen (Acts 7)
Paul (Acts 17)
They all glorified God!

They did not preach to promote a project,
but to exalt & enthrone the Lord in the hearts of the hearers.

“peddling the Word” (v17) = adulterating for gain

The preacher’s prayer to God after preaching should be —
Jn 17:4-8
“Father, I have glorified You ...
  I have given them Your Word!”
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How to Excel in Preaching
Introduction

Preaching is both a gift and an art.
Casualness in preaching dishonours God and disrespects
people.

Here are 10 simple steps to help you excel in preaching —

1. Enrich the content.
Lk 3:18 ... John ... many exhortations ...
Acts 2:40 ... Peter ... many words ... exhorted ...

2. Enlighten the mind.
2 Cor 4:4-6 ... minds blinded ... light of the Gospel
Acts 17:17 ... Paul ... reasoned with Jews & Gentiles

3. Elucidate the points.
Mt 13:13 ... I speak to them in parables.

(Deep truths explained thro’ simple stories)
Lk 24:27,45 ... All the Scriptures ... understanding

4. Enthuse the audience.
Lk 3:10 ... The people asked John ...
   19:47,48 ... people very attentive to hear Him
   21:37,38 ... early morning ... people came ...
Acts 2:37 ... People: What shall we do?

5. Emphasize obedience.
Rom 6:17 ... obeyed from the heart ...

  16:19 ... Your obedience became known ...
Phil 2:12 ... obeyed ... fear ... trembling



750749

6. Encourage the downhearted.
1 Pet 1:6-9 ... various trials ... rejoice ...

4:12,13 ... fiery trial ... rejoice ...

7. Exalt the Almighty.
Rom 15:9-11 ... glorify God ... laud Him ...
2 Cor 4:5 ... preach Christ Jesus the Lord ...

8. Enjoy your preaching.
1 Cor 9:16,17 ... preach ... willingly ... stewardship
Rom 1:14,15 ... I am ready to preach ...

9. Expect the unusual.
Acts 8:4-8 ... preaching ... miracles ... healing ...

 10:44 ... The Holy Spirit fell ...

10. Examine your life.
1 Cor 9:27 ... I discipline my body ...
Jn 17:17,19 ... I sanctify Myself ...
1 Tim 4:16 ... Take care of yourself ...

 Watch these DVDs of Talks delivered by the author in the
Preach Better Seminars —

 How to Preach Better
English-Tamil (2007)
10 DVDs

 How to Preach Better
English-Hindi (2008)
9 DVDs
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A Sermon that God honoured

Introduction

It was to Apostle Peter that Jesus gave the “keys”
of the Kingdom of Heaven (Mt 16:19).

His was the inaugural Sermon that ushered in 3000 “Jews”
into the Church on its birthday (Acts 2:14-41).

Again it was his Sermon that God used to open the doors
of the Church for the “Gentiles” (Acts 10:34-45).

God honoured this Sermon, which Peter delivered in the house
of Cornelius, so much that even while he was “still speaking,”
the Holy Spirit was outpoured on the audience.

It was a Sermon that honoured God, and so He honoured it!

Read: Acts 10:34-44
See how Peter  proclaimed God’s greatness —

1. God is impartial (v34).
Rom 2:10,11 ... Jew ... Greek ... no partiality with God

2. God is righteous (vv35,43).
1 Jn 2:29 ... He is righteous ... everyone who practices ...

3:7 ... He is righteous ...

3. God of peace (v36)
Phil 4:9 ... God of peace be with you

4. God is Sovereign (Lord of all) (v36).
Phil 2:9-11 ... God highly exalted Him ... glory of God
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5. God is a Giver.
He gave Christ (v36)
He gave the Holy Spirit (v38)
He gave life to Christ (v40)
Js 1:17 ... Every good ... perfect gift from the Father

6. God is good (v38).
Lk 18:19 ... No one is good but God ...

7. God is a Healer (v38).
Mt 8:16,17 ... bore our sicknesses ...

8. God is greater than the devil (v38).
1 Jn 4:4 ... He who is in you greater ...

9. God is the Captain.
“Chosen by God” (v41)
“He commanded us to preach” (v42)
Mt 9:38 ... the Lord of the harvest

10. God is the Judge (v42).
Heb 12:23 ... God the Judge of all

Result
Holy Spirit outpoured (v44).
Candidates baptized (v48).
Above all,
“God was magnified!” (v46).

Sermons thus must be
God-honouring,
Christ-centred, and
Spirit-anointed!
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How to Preach

1) Preach without Fear or Favour.
2) Preach in Fair weather or Foul.
3) Preach the Facts, not Fables.
4) Preach to stir up Faith, not Feelings.
5) Preach Fervently, not Frivolously.
6) Preach Friendly, but Frankly.
7) Preach Freely, but Faithfully.
8) Preach Fraternally, but Firmly.
9) Preach Farsightedly and Foresightedly.

10) Preach Forcefully but Forbearingly.
11) Preach with Form and Focus.
12) Preach without Fancy or Frenzy.
13) Preach Forthrightly, but not Frightfully.
14) Preach Felicitously and with Feeling.
15) Preach Figuratively, but not Fabulously.
16) Preach with Fieriness and Finesse.
17) Preach to Forewarn and Forearm.
18) Preach Forgiveness and Fruitfulness.
19) Preach with Freshness, not Formalism.
20) Preach to bring Folks into the Fellowship.
21) Preach without Fuss or Fumbling.
22) Preach the Fundamentals and Fullness.
23) Preach without Flattery or Fury.
24) Preach in Festivals and Funerals.
25) Preach like (Charles) Finney and (George) Fox.
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Decisions of a Preacher
Introduction

Next to Jesus, Apostle Paul stands tall among God’s Servants
for us to follow —

“Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ” (1 Cor 11:1)

From his testimonial statements
the following 15 are vital as decisions for any preacher —

1. I shall NOT covet any man’s silver or gold.
Acts 20:33-35

2. I shall NOT be a stumbling block for anyone.
1 Cor 8:13; Rom 14:14,15

3. I shall NOT use my authority over the faith of God’s people.
2 Cor 1:24

4. I shall NOT build on another man’s foundation.
Rom 15:20
2 Cor 10:13-16

5. I shall NOT run with uncertainty.
1 Cor 9:26,27 (self-control)

6. I shall NOT judge myself and be satisfied.
I shall let God do it.

1 Cor 4:1-5

7. I shall NOT dilute the Word of God.
2 Cor 2:17

8. I shall NOT please men at the cost of displeasing God.
Gal 1:10

9. I shall NOT burden anyone,
but be ready to spend and be spent.

2 Cor 12:13; Acts 20:34,35

10. I shall NOT withhold anything that’s profitable to people.
Acts 20:20,27

11. I shall NOT exceed my limits.
2 Cor 10:13,14

12. I shall NOT exaggerate my reports.
Rom 15:17-19

13. I shall NOT entertain false teachers.
Gal 2:4-6

14. I shall NOT consider my life dear to me.
Acts 20:22-24

15. I shall NOT think that I have attained perfection.
Phil 3:13,14

If only every man and woman
in God’s work
make these decisions theirs,
the long-awaited Revival
will usher in and fill the Church
with the glory of God
and the world
with the Gospel of Christ!
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“Feed My sheep!”

(A Call to Pastors)
Introduction

The primary ministry/responsibility of a Shepherd/Pastor
is FEEDING the flock —

Psa 23:1,2 ... The Lord my Shepherd ... green pastures
Jn 21:15,17 ... Jesus to Peter ... Feed ...
1 Pet 5:1,2a ... Peter to Pastors ... Feed ...

 God’s primary charge to the Shepherds —
Ezek 34:1-16 ... feed ... feed ... feed ...

Instead of feeding the sheep,
they were feeding on the sheep!

(vv2,3,8c,10c)

Cannot the Shepherd drink the milk?
He can but if he keeps on milking,

the sheep will start bleeding!
If we do not “feed” the sheep,
God will remove us and feed His sheep Himself —

(vv14,15,16)

 Feeding the sheep means Preaching the “WORD” —
(2 Tim 4:2)

A Pastor is to be a Teacher also —
Eph 4:11 ... “pastors and teachers”

(The word “some” is not there separately for teachers.)

Most of what we hear these days from pulpits is anything
but the WORD —

 Stories & imaginations (2 Tim 4:2-4)
 Personal Experiences (2 Pet 1:16-21)
 Dreams & Visions (Jer 23:25-29)

 The main reason for this situation is that
many Pastors don’t have a systematic study life —

Guidelines:

a) Purchase Study Helps —

 A good Translation of the Bible

 A Study Bible —
NKJV, ESV, NIV, Scofield, Thompson, Dake, etc.

 A Bible Concordance

 A Bible Dictionary —
Zondervan, Holman, Unger, etc.

 A Bible Commentary —
Matthew Henry
Jamieson-Fausset-Brown
IVP Bible Background Commentary

 A Book on Systematic Theology —
eg) Wayne Grudem

For further help, read the author’s booklet,
“Unless someone guides me ...”

b) Set aside regular times for study —

 Administration (Acts 6:1-7)

 Over-commitment to programmes —
Ask, “Does God really want me to go there?”

“Is it in line with my calling?”

 Visits & Visitors

 Mornings: Meditation
Afternoons & Nights: Study

Be systematic/disciplined.
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 Take sermon preparation seriously.
 Wait before the Lord to receive His Word —

OT Prophets: “The Word of the Lord came to Jeremiah”
“The burden of the Lord concerning Damascus”

The difference between “messages” & “sermons.”

 Not just spot inspiration!
Mt 10:20 ... not for pulpit but for prison (vv18,19).

Pulpit needs preparation (v27).

 Hurried last minute preparation is unfaithfulness
and disrespect to the congregation —

eg) When special guests are expected,
 how early and carefully we plan cooking!

People come with so much of expectation,
but Pastors go with so little of preparation!

 Some sermons are mighty but not meaty!
Shouting is no substitute for substance!

 Don’t make Sunday morning service a Gospel meeting —
It’s not for evangelizing sinners, but edifying saints.

 Be relevant.
Read newspapers, periodicals, etc.
eg) Lk 13:1-5 ... tower falls ... 18 die ...

 The need to preach the “whole” counsel of God —
Acts 20:27 ... not avoided to declare ...
2 Tim 3:16,17 (The first beneficiary: the man of God)

 4:1,2a ... then preach!

Otherwise the congregations will go misled & off-balance!

In order to do this, you must go thro’ the entire Bible
at least once every two years.

 What you should teach your congregation —
a) The Plan of Redemption

Lk 24:27
The Drama of Redemption as it unfolds

from Genesis to Revelation
b) Character study of Patriarchs & Prophets

eg) Heb 11
Abraham ... Isaac ... Jacob ... Job ... Daniel ...
(Character Index: Pages 1161-1164)

c) History of Israel — Practical warnings
1 Cor 10:1,11

d) Devotional truths from Wisdom Literature —
Psalms, Proverbs, Ecclesiastes, ...

e) Life of Christ — The Gospels
(We spend more time on His miracles

than on His lifestyle.)
f ) The birth and growth of the early Church

Acts & Epistles

g) The Prophetic Calendar of the Scriptures.
OT prophecy & the Book of Revelation

 Practical lessons on Christian living —
Many sermons are on WHAT and WHY, and not on HOW.
A smoker’s cry: “Don’t tell me why; teach me how!”

— How to overcome temptations
— How to pray
— How to meditate the Bible (Introduce Bible Study Aids)
— How to walk in the Spirit
— How to love one another
— How to face trials and sufferings
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— How to win souls for Christ
— How to restore a backslider

 Give corrective teaching also —
How not to Pray
How not to Meditate
etc.
(Study the Author’s 832-page volume,

Bible Treasures, Page 1176)
 Preach also Topical Sermons —

Love, Joy, Peace, Holiness,
Healing, Suffering, Stewardship,
Second Coming, Judgment, Heaven, Hell, etc.

 Minister to “special” groups —

— Importance of Sunday School
— Men’s meetings (Women’s meetings are plenty!)

(How to be responsible fathers,
husbands, workers, citizens, ...)

— Address youth
Paul: “Let no man despise your youth ...” (1 Tim 4:12)
Peter: “You young people ...” (1 Pet 5:5)
John: “I write you young men” (1 Jn 2:12-14)

 Encourage the congregation for the memorization
of the Scripture:
— Jesus, an unlearned carpenter (Jn 7:14,15),

had memorized so many Sciptures.
— Peter, an unlearned fisherman (Acts 4:13),

had memorized so many passages.
eg) Acts 2:16-21 ... Quoted from Prophet Joel

 Allot sufficient time for the public reading
of the Scriptures in the gatherings —

Neh 8:2,18 ... reading ... day by day
Lk 4:16,17 ... A Jewish custom
1 Tim 4:13 ... A NT Church practice

eg) Three Lessons:
One from OT history/prophecy
One from OT poetry
One from the NT

A good Anglican tradition: several other Churches
have thrown the baby with the bath water.

The portions must be given in advance to the Readers
so they can read majestically with clarity and stress.

The entire Bible must be read thus again and again:
Josh 8:34,35

This is how Biblical illiteracy will leave Christians.

 In the absence of such “strong,” “solid” and “wholesome”
teaching. people will get deceived —

Acts 20:27-30
“after my departure” — in the absence of such teaching.
 Deception from outside and inside (vv29,30)

 If you don’t feed the flock like this, you are an “unfaithful”
shepherd — Isa 56:10,11
— “blind” ... visionless, directionless ...

 “blind leading the blind”
— “ignorant” ... no understanding of our times
— “dumb” ... no warning ... no discernment
— “lazy” ... loss of enthusiasm, lethargy, luxury-lovers,

 no hard work
— “greedy” ... love of money and materials
— “selfishness” ... our gain ... What do “I” get?

 Be faithful in small things!
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God’s Ministry & His Mercy
Introduction
Text: 2 Corinthians 4

 2 Corinthians is one of Paul’s most personal letters.
More or less his autobiography.
He opens his heart here more than in any other Epistle.

 David Pawson:
 If 1 Corinthians is for Church members,

2 Corinthians is for Church leaders & ministers.

1 Cor: What Paul thought about the believers.
2 Cor: What they thought about him.

 One of the keywords in this Epistle:
“comfort” or “encouragement”

As a verb or a noun, it occurs 29 times! (13 chaps.)
Paul’s leadership and ministry were challenged.
He comforted himself with certain convictions

which are written here.
His main conviction —

He received the ministry because of
God’s “mercy!” — not his “merit!”

Therefore nothing can destroy it!
With this background, look at 2 Cor 4 —

(v1) ... Ministry thro’ Mercy

This conviction of Paul runs throughout his life & writings—
 Acts 20:24 ... Ministry ... Gospel of grace
 Eph 3:7,8 ... Ministry according to grace
 1 Tim 1:12-14,16 ... I obtained mercy ...

This is not only true of leaders and preachers
but of every believer also —

According to Peter: 1 Pet 2:9,10
... Priests ... according to mercy!

Because the ministry we have received is out of God’s “mercy,”
what we should do and what we should not —

Exhortations from 2 Corinthians 4 —

1. Renounce all forms of craftiness.
“shame... craftiness... truth... conscience... sight of God” (v2)

— A call to simplicity and sincerity
2 Cor 1:12
“by the grace of God”

As opposed to “fleshly wisdom”
i.e. foxy character
In the name of smartness or shrewdness,
being subtle, cunning, ...

No politics.
No arrogance (Js 3:13-15) ... demonic ...

— We are called to maintain a “clear conscience.”
An interesting definition of “conscience” —

Lk 12:57 ... Do you not discern ...?

Unless the conscience is trained by God’s Word,
it gets distorted—

Jn 16:2 ... killing you ... serving God
Willfully putting God’s ways out of mind —
Is it possible? Yes!

Job 21:14

It’s a lamp which can become “dim” or be put off —
Prov 20:27
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We must “strive” to maintain the conscience “clear” —
Acts 23:1 ... good conscience before God

24:16 ... conscience void of offence
Three Questions —

a) Will it please God? (Acts 23:1)
b) Will it edify me? (1 Cor 2:11a)
c) Will it bless others? (1 Cor 10:29)

2. Handle God’s Word faithfully.
“Not handling the Word of God deceitfully” (v2)

We talk about so many wars & battles, but the most crucial
one or the fiercest fight is between those who handle the
Word deceitfully and those who handle it faithfully —

eg) Mt 4:5-7 ... Devil vs. Jesus
on “It is written”

eg) Gal 2:11,14 ... Paul vs. Peter
on the “Truth of the Gospel”
(not subjective, but objective)

The great challenge—
Too many vs. Too little (2 Cor 2:17)
Heaps vs. Handfuls (2 Tim 4:3/Tit 2:1)

How did (does) it come about? —

a) Preaching what people “want,” not what they “need.”
Consumerism (2 Tim 4:3)

b) Seeking popularity (Gal 1:9-11)
c) Instant results mentality

Jn 4:37,38 ... the sower may not be the reaper...
Eccl 11:1 ... after many days ...

d) Oversimplifying the teachings of God’s Word —
2 Pet 3:15,16 ... hard to understand ... twist ...

e) Love of money (Jude 11 ... Error of Balaam)

These things would be the most dangerous traps for the
leaders and ministers now and in the coming days.

Our people must not just know some Bible texts,
but they must know the Bible!

Paul committed ministers to the “Word of Grace” —
(Acts 20:32)

3. Do not project yourself.
“We do not preach ourselves, but Christ” (v5)

 Four good examples —

 A Patriarch
Jacob (Gen 32:10)

 A Prince
King Saul (1 Sam 9:21; 15:17)

 A Prophet
John the Baptist (Mt 3:11) — Water/Spirit
(Jn 3:29) — Bridegroom/Bestman
(Jn 3:30,31) — Earthly/Heavenly

The greatness of John was that
he appeared small in his own sight!

 The Psalmist
 David (Psa 22:6)
“Sure mercies” of David (Isa 55:3c)

(Acts 13:34)

Yes, “more” grace to the humble only!
We all have received the grace of God;
but have we received “more” grace?

(Js 4:6)
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 Three practial observations —

a) If there’s party spirit, it’s the leaders’ responsibility
to turn people’s attention towards Christ —

1 Cor 1:11-13

Avoid doing anything that will attract folks to
yourself (vv14-16).
That’s why perhaps Jesus did not baptize anyone (Jn 4:1,2).

b) It’s when we want to dominate/manipulate others,
we project ourselves —

2 Cor 1:24 ... dominate ... help ...

We are “ambassadors” but we are not to be authoritative
but “pleading and imploring” —

2 Cor 5:20

Only in this posture,
we can minister “God’s mercy” to people (6:1)

c) Servant-leadership is the need of the hour —
2 Cor 4:5 ... “servants”

    “your” servants

An important philosophy —
1 Cor 3:21-23

People do not belong to leaders;
leaders belong to people —

It is NOT, Believers  Ministers  God
but, Ministers  Believers  Christ  God

i.e. Ministers serve Believers.
Believers serve Christ.

Christ serves God. — “Behold, My Servant!”

The first qualification to be a leader is
disinterestedness in leadership.

eg) Moses (Ex 3:11)
Jeremiah (Jer 1:6)

4. Depend totally on God’s power.
“earthen vessels” (v7)

— What does this mean? Easily breakable. Fragile.
It’s only a “tent” (5:1) — Not a tower!

Two beautiful pictures:

 A bread collapses a battalion!
Judg 7:13,14 ... Gideon/Midianites
See Gideon’s estimate of himself—
Judg 6:14,15 ... weakest ... least ...

 Worm becomes a weapon!
Isa 41:14,15

A challenge from God: Job 4:18,19

We unconsciously think we are “spidermen!”

Truth: We are just clay!

Sing: Have Thine own way, Lord, have Thine own way:
You are the Potter; I am the clay;
Mould me and make me after Thy will,
While I am waiting, yielded and still.

— God’s choice: 1 Cor 1:27-31 ... weak ... base ...
All results to glorify God —
God is serious (Judg 7:2) ... Gideon
“Neither ... desires ... runs ... mercy” (Rom 9:16)

— Adversity is always to keep us broken
Following verse 7, see verses 8-10 (2 Cor 4)
“We do not lose heart” (vv1,16)

Nothing strengthens us like adversity (v16).
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5. Work with eternity in view.
Not things seen ... but unseen ... (v18)
The world always looks for immediate results;
but in God’s work, we look for ultimate fruits.

— Everything in the world is shaking up (Heb 12:26,27)
Our ministry holding on to “grace” (v28)

— Not, seek first the ministry of God,
   but the Kingdom of God!

It is the Kingdom-consciousness
which will affect our “choices” — Moses (Heb 11:24-27)

Choose to please God (will of God) in everything —
1 Jn 2:17 ... world ... will of God

— As we get older and older,
we must become more and more Kingdom-conscious.

 Forsake love of money (Mt 6:19-21)
 Invest your life more and more on people

1 Thess 2:19 ... you are our crown

Be interested in blessing people.
(Not what they will do for you)

 Do everything as to the Lord,
and not to please men (Col 3:23,24)

— 2 Timothy was perhaps the last written book of Paul
(2 Tim 4:6,7)

A climaxing promise to every servant of God:

v18, “The Lord will deliver me from every evil work
 and preserve me for His heavenly Kingdom.
 To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!”

133

How to be Bountiful in God’s Work
Introduction

 A miracle catch of fish: “Cast the net on the right side!”
(Jn 21:6)

This was in the “Sea of Tiberius” (v1 ... 6:1 ... Galilee)
This was after Christ’s Resurrection.

A similar miracle at the beginning of His ministry —
This was by the “Lake of Gennesaret.”
Lk 5:4 ... “Cast your nets into the deep!”

Read: Lk 5:1-11
Jn 21:4-14

In John, they were not able to draw the net!
In Luke, the boats were sinking!

“Bountiful” Catch!

In both the instances,
the miracle was performed at a time of fruitless toil —
(“nothing” — not even something!)

Lk 5:5 ... all night ... toiling ... moiling ... nothing
Jn 21:5 ... Any food? No!

In Luke 5 ... 3 disciples (vv9,10) ... The trio!
In John 21 ... 7 disciples (v2)

 The reason for their fruitlessness was not —

(a) The nets were thrown on shallow waters ...
“deep” (Lk 5)

(b) The net was cast on the wrong side ... “right” side (Jn 21)

Jesus ordained/ordered the circumstances
so as to teach the disciples several lessons on —
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“How to be Bountiful in God’s Work” (Lk 5 & Jn 21)

We learn more from our failures/crises
than in successes/victories.

Seven secrets:
1. The Word of God

Lk 5:4,5 ... “Nevertheless at Your Word ...”

What is our attitude towards God’s Word?
How much time do we spend with it each day?
Bible bestseller ... sold ... supplied ... but read?

God’s seriousness —
Hos 4:6 ... I will forget their children

  8:12 ... strange thing — not personally taken

 Peter had many shortcomings, but he had a special place
for the Word of God in his life—

eg) Mt 26:75 ... wept bitterly when remembered the Word
 Jn 6:68 ... “To whom shall we go? ...

You have the Words,”
 Acts 11:16 ... When the Holy Spirit fell ...

 “I remembered the Word”
His Epistles —

Rebirth : 1 Pet 1:23
Growth : 1 Pet 2:3
Ministry : 1 Pet 4:11a
Experiences : 2 Pet 1:18,19
II Coming : 2 Pet 3:9

 God is not impressed by our statistics!
Our works do not impress Him;
but “trembling before His Word” does (Isa 66:1,2)

 The more you study the Word, greater will be the passion
to share it with others!
eg) Jeremiah: Fire shut up in my bones (Jer 20:9)

2. Self-examination
Lk 5:8 ... “Depart from me...sinful man”

Every success (not just failures), ...
every miracle ... every answer to prayer ...
is an opportunity for self-examination —

eg) Job    (Job 42:5,6)
 Isaiah (Isa 6:5)

But today’s religion —
Pride ... haughtiness ... arrogance ...
following visions and revelations!

 Make self-examination a daily exercise —
especially those in the ministry
(SS 1:6b) ... “Other vineyards ... my own!”

— Shulamite

Daily walk ... Feet get dirty —

Jesus to Peter: “Let Me wash your feet,
 not the whole body!” (Jn 13:5-10)
 No fellowship (part) otherwise!

“If we walk in the light ... fellowship ... Blood ...” (1 Jn 1:7)
 “If we say ... confess our sins” (not sinfulness in general)

eg) Isaiah— specifically “lips”
“mouthwash!” — we all need it!

Thro’ Isaiah: “Your hands full of blood!” (Isa 1:15)
i.e. Relationships

Hymn: “Take time to be holy!”
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3. Love for God
Jn 21:15,16,17 ... “Do you love Me?”
This is a very personal question —

“Simon, son of Jonah ... Simon ... Simon!”

Supreme love: “... more than these?” (21:15)
i.e. Their vocation (v3) (I go fishing!)
The blessing (v11) — 153 fish
The miracle (Lk 5:11) — Boatful of fish
May be Salmon fish or King fish!!!

Not to be overoccupied with such blessings!
The failure of the Ephesian Church —

Rev 2:1-5 ... doctrine ... deeds ...
  but descent in devotion! (“first love”)

 Any ministry not born out of love for God;
not even love for souls —
will not stand the tests and trials.

“Do you love Me? ... Feed ... Tend ... lambs ... sheep”
No other motivation will be lasting.
The Great Commission is one of Christ’s
commandments—

Love  obedience (1 Jn 5:3)

 Competitor to the love for God —

“Friendship of the world”
God’s jealousy (Js 4:4,5) ... eg) spouses

Compromise/ways of the world/popularity/
pleasing men/etc.

Graphically illustrated in Psalm 1.
“If anyone loves the world and the things of the world,

the love of Father is not in him” (1 Jn 2:15)

4. Guidance of the Lord
Lk 5:4 ... “Launch out into the deep”
Jn 21:6 ... “Cast the net on the right side”

Peter a Fisherman vs. Christ a Carpenter!
Technological and scientific knowledge or professional
expertise is no substitute for the guidance of the Spirit —

Another example: Paul the Apostle vs. Pilot of the Ship
Acts 27:9-11,21,22

The primary characteristics of the Spirit —
Isa 11:2 ... Wisdom, Understanding, Counsel, Knowledge

(Four out of six in this list!)

 Methods — Worldly or Biblical?
eg) Administrative/management principles —

 Mt 20:25,26 ... gentile leaders ... but you ...

Discussion vs. Direction (The vertical dimension)
Too many committee meetings but too few prayer meetings

Ministry or Business?

Doing things right (genius)
vs. Doing the right things (guidance)

Prayer: “What will You have me to do?” (Acts 9:6)

“Lean not ... but acknowledge Him ... in all your ways ...
He shall direct your paths” (Prov 3:5,6)

— Told by Solomon the wise!
To four groups (Prov 1:4,5):

“simple” — knows nothing
“young man” — knows something
“wise man” — knows a lot
“man of understanding” — knows more than others
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Can we not plan? We must, but submit it to the Lord —
Psa 37:5

5. Provision of God
Jn 21:9 ... A miracle catch —

but more than that, the breakfast
not from fish caught but fish created

vv9-12

Jesus created bread, fish and coals of fire! (v9)

Any Christian ministry must be known
for its miracle element — supernaturalness —

If we can explain everything, God is not in it!

 “God is the Provider!” — Jehovah-jireh

The first revelation of this truth was in
Abraham’s story —
It was when he trusted God and obeyed!
We spend too much time praying for a lamb
for sacrifice! (Gen 22:6-8)
Our part is just to trust and obey!

 Our task is huge and hard —

But ... Neither by might...power...Spirit (Zech 4:6)
(Intellectual power/Institutional strength/

Organisational support, etc.)

6. Promotion
Lk 5:10 ... Fisherman  Fisher of men
Jn 21:15-17 ... Fisher of men  Shepherd

Be faithful in small things ...
Personal soulwinning not to be neglected —
eg) George Verwer ... distributes tracts even today!

— sheep, silver coin, son ... In all those three,
the soulwinner and the lost were singles!

 Examples of Promotion —
Deacons  Elders (1 Tim 3:13)
Prophets-Teachers  Apostles (Acts 13:1,2/14:14)

Peter: Faithful “shepherds” will be crowned (1 Pet 5:2-4)

 Two warnings —

a) Beware of self-promoting techniques!

Jer 45:5a ... “Do you seek great things for yourself?”

Jacob’s manipulation... crippled... crowned (Gen 32:27-32)

An example of self-exaltation —
Lk 14:8-11 ... Wedding feasts ... prominent seats ...

whoever exalts himself ...
Away with politics/lobbying/etc.

Jesus taught the same truth in another instance:
That gives us the next warning —

b) Beware of belittling others to promote yourself !

Lk 18:10-14 ... Pharisee vs. Publican

But John the Baptist: “He must increase ...” (seniority?)
So he was exalted  —  “No one greater than John ...”

7. Endurance of Suffering
Jn 21:18,19 ... “What and where you don’t wish”

This is what a CROSS means!

Peter’s First Epistle — Each chapter —
1:6,7 ... various trials ... gold by fire
2:21 ... Christ suffered ... leaving us an example
3:17 ... To suffer for doing good rather than for evil
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4:12,13 ... fiery trial ... not strange ... rejoice ...
5:9,10 ... same suffering by brothers everywhere

Wrong doctrine of the day —
Jesus suffered for us so we need not suffer!

But Lk 9:22,23
Crossbearing: the supreme condition for discipleship

“Many” enemies of the Cross of Christ — Phil 3:18,19

Trend of the day:
Choosing lines of least resistance,
going for convenience, comforts, etc.

Biblical Counsel:
Endure hardship ... 2 Tim 2:3 ... “must”
Endure afflictions ...  4:5,6

— C.T Studd calls the easy-going Christians as
“Chocolate Soldiers!”

— William Booth’s offer: “Tears ... Sweat ... Blood”
— Watchman Nee: “We all must have a mind to suffer.”

 Conclusion
If you desire to see greater things in your ministry
than what you have seen so far —

1. Give due place to God’s Word in your life.
2. Examine yourself frequently.
3. Love God above anything else.
4. Ask God to guide you.
5. Trust God as your Provider.
6. Wait for God to promote you.
7. Endure suffering patiently.

(This Talk was delivered in the Gideons National Meet, 2008.
Available in DVD format.)
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How to Serve the Lord
Introduction
Text:  Acts 20:19,20 — Apostle Paul’s testimony

1. With Tenderness
— Life before God

v19 2. With Tears
— Concern for souls

3. With Tenaciousness
(Temptations, Trials, Tempests, Troubles)
— Response to opposers, ...

v20 4. With Thoroughness
— Method of ministry

1. With Tenderness (Mic 6:8)

Isa 38:15 — “Walking softly all my days”
(King Hezekiah)

Thankfulness & gratefulness for saving us
from eternal death (vv16,17)

Prov 28:14 — “fearing always” (Reverential fear)
Realisation of our sinfulness (1 Tim 1:15)

Isa 66:2 — “brokenness & trembling before God’s Word”
Attitude towards the Scriptures

Pray not, “BLESS me,”
but “BEND me!”

1 Tim 1:12,13 — “counted me faithful”
Knowledge that “we are not good enough”
but just God’s grace found us for His service.

Phil 2:1-3 — “bowels ... mercies ... lowliness”
     Relationship with other saints
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2. With Tears
Jesus (Heb 5:7)
Paul (Acts 20:19)
Timothy (2 Tim 1:4)
They were all men of tears!

Tears are expressions of deep emotions.
God has made us that way.
Tears are feelings.

We need tears while —
a) supplicating (Heb 5:7)
b) sowing (Psa 126:5,6)

a) In Heb 5:7,
the supplication of Jesus was essentially for “men” (v1)
who are “ignorant and out of the Way” (v2)
to “save” them (v9)
with a godly “compassion” (v2).
See Isa 53:12 also (He made intercession for many).

b) “Sowing with tears” means the heart of brokenness
and compassion and understanding while giving the Word
of God to the people —

Lk 4:22 — Gracious words of Christ (v18)
Acts 20:31 — Paul warns with tears.
2 Tim 2:24-26 — Gentleness, patience and meekness

  desired in the Lord’s servants.
3. With Tenaciousness

Acts 20:19b,22,23,24
Good slogans for “the ministry” (= “Testifying to the Gospel

 of the Grace of God” ... v24) —

 “None of these things move me” (v24)

 “What I do, that I will do” (2 Cor 11:12)

 “I cannot come down” (Neh 6:3)
Paul’s perils — (2 Cor 11:23-28)

 “I will very gladly spend and be spent for souls”
(2 Cor 12:15)
See v10 also

(Hard work: 1 Thess 2:9; 2 Thess 3:7-9; 1 Cor 4:12)

4. With Thoroughness
a) In the message

Acts 20:20a ... withheld nothing profitable
  :21b ... repentance AND faith

b) In the method
Acts 20:20b ... house to house and publicly

  :21a ... to Jews AND to Greeks

a) Present the message —
i) with clarity (1 Cor 2:13; 2 Cor 2:17; Acts 1:3)
ii) with conviction (1 Thess 1:5; 1 Cor 2:5; Mt 7:28,29)

b) Systematize the methods —
Rom 15:19 ... Systematic coverage.
Tit 1:4,5 ... Sincere follow-up
Acts 15:36 ... Let’s go and see how they are doing
2 Tim 2:2 ... Development of nextline leadership
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In Paul’s Epistle to the Philippians,
we come across two categories of Preachers & People.
This comparative study is truly a challenge.

1. Blameless Children (of God)
vs.
Crooked Generation (Phil 2:15,16)

2. Selfish Fellowmen
vs.
Sincere Carers (2:20,21)

3. Competing Preachers
vs.
Love-motivated Soulwinners (1:12-17)

4. Earthlyminded Ministers
vs.
Heavenlyminded Apostles (3:17-21)

5. Missionary-minded Congregations
vs.
Indifferent Churches (4:15-18)

There are always two types of people,
both inside the Church and outside.
Generally the majority is wrong.
Decide today whether you want to take a stand
with God’s minority or the devil’s majority!

Preachers & People
136

Ministry or Business?
Introduction

 The most profitable field —
Once it was the Film Industry.
Then it was Politics.
Now it is Religion.

Here again, once it was the Priests of Religions other than
Christianity who made lots of money;
but now it is “Christian Preachers.”

 Commercialisation of ministry
 Merchandising the anointing

This was predicted by Paul centuries ago —
1 Tim 6:5b ... godliness a means of gain

Paul’s testimony about himself —
1 Thess 2:5 ... flattery ... greed ...

The command to us is: “Withdraw from such!”
1 Tim 6:5c

How to differentiate a Ministry from a Business —

(1) Ministry Business
The glory of God Expansion of the work
is the primary motive. is the top priority.

 The motive of apostolic evangelism —
Rom 15:8,9 ... This was actually the motive of

Jesus — imitated by the Apostles
Phil 2:9-11 ... Every knee ... tongue ... glory ...
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 On the other hand, if it is a business, you are simply
interested in expanding your work so “you will feel great”—

“Your ego will be inflated”
“You get a status”

 You will work with a spirit of competition.
 You will “lengthen” without proportionate

“strengthening” (Isa 54:2b)
i.e. quality sacrificed for quantity

 2 Cor 10:12-17 ... A classic testimony ...
“beyond our sphere ... boast ... glory”

(2) Ministry Business
Dedicated to bless people. Interested in using people.

 Acts 20:20 ... “kept back nothing profitable”
   :27 ... “declared the whole counsel”
   :33 ... “coveted no one’s silver ...”

 2 Cor 12:14 ... “not yours but you ...
 parents for children... spend & be spent”

 Not cows to be milked but sheep to be fed!
Unless we genuinely love Jesus,
we cannot do this (Jn 21:15-17)

Interestingly,
the NT never compares “believers” to “cows” or “bulls.”
They are always “sheep.”
Perhaps, “preachers” can be compared to oxen —

1 Tim 5:18
Jesus never compared Himself to a cowboy,
but always a Shepherd!

 Enlighten people or exploit their ignorance?

Paul’s burden & prayer —
Eph 1:16,17,18 ... Night and day prayer

Dark Ages: No Bible  Blindness
Now : Many Bibles but eyes punctured  can’t read!

Even if we “teach” the believers,
we do not “train” them to “study” themselves and “teach.”

If a believer begins to shine with gifts and skills,
we (pastors & preachers) consider him a “threat” to us!

(3) Ministry Business

Those in the Ministry If you are business-minded
endeavour to please God you preach to the taste
in their preaching. of the hearers.

 2 Cor 2:14,15,17 ... “to God ... from  God ... of God”
Contrasted: “So many are adulterating it for gain/

 profit” (v17a)
 2 Tim 4:3,4 ... “according to their own desires”

Preaching what people “want,” not what they “need!”
“heaping” — Too many such preachers!

No edification/exhortation/education ...
but excitement/entertainment ...

So much of talk and print —
miles and miles of length and breadth,
but hardly an inch of depth!

 Prophetic word vs. Diplomatic speech
The preacher is The preacher is
God-conscious! audience-conscious!

OT Prophets: “The Lord before whom I stand!”
(1 Ki 17:1; 2 Ki 3:14)

 “What I tell you in the dark, declare it on the housetops!”
(Mt 10:27)
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We climb on the housetops without spending time
in the prayer closet.
Remember: We are just “postmen,” not the senders!

(4) Ministry Business
Publishing of reports Reports are to impress readers
is for praise & prayer. and raise funds.

 Rom 15:16-19 ... Gentiles ... offering to God ...
 I will not dare to speak of what Christ
 has not accomplished thro’ me thro’ —

“Word” — What I preached
“deed” — What I did
“signs” — What God did

Otherwise, you will tell lies and exaggerate.

 Questions to be asked while preparing reports for
publication/presentation —

 Is it true?
 Will it glorify God?
 Will it benefit (challenge/encourage)

the readers/hearers?
 What “impression” will the readers get

beyond the “information” they receive?
 Will it affect another minister/ministry?

Beware of cooking up in the name of editing!

 Even in raising funds for ministry,
we must not bring “pressure” on people —

Acts 20:33,34 ... Even for the needs of him
& his team members.

Summary of Phil 4:11-19 —
 I can manage even if I have less.

 I am not trying to influence you.
 I am only interested in your good.

You can “persuade” — not “pressurise” — people.
You can “enthuse” — not “entice” — people.

The “schemes” of Banks and Business concerns are
mainly for their own profit!

But Ministries are meant to “serve” people —
“Not to be served, but to serve” (Mk 10:45)

 Paying is easier for people than praying.

Do our reports ultimately make people increase
their “supplications” or their “contributions?”

Paul very frequently asked for prayer,
but rarely did he appeal for money —

Rom 15:30; Eph 6:19; 2 Thess 3:1

(5) Ministry Business
Builds the Body of Christ Keen on multiplying buildings
and the Kingdom of God. and raising empires for self.

 Two outstanding texts to be kept in mind —

“God so loved the WORLD that He gave up
His only Son” (Jn 3:16)

“Christ so loved the CHURCH that He gave
Himself up” (Eph 5:25b)

i.e. Whatever we do must have the target of
 Evangelizing those outside the fold
 Edifying those inside the fold

In other words,
We must spend ours and ourselves in blessing
the people = “living stones” (1 Pet 2:5)
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Investment of time/money/energy
on bricks and (dead) stones must be kept minimum.

 Church buildings and Prayer Towers are coveted
as status symbols these days —
Is the “Babel” spirit subtly invading Christendom?

 Churches are competing with one another on the height
of their towers! — When there are thousands of new
congregations without a simple Church building,
and hundreds of Church buildings without proper roof !

 For reasons we must understand, God’s attitude towards
mega buildings has not usually been quite positive —

 Tower of Babel
 Tower of Siloam (18 died) Lk 13:4
 Temple of “beautiful stones & donations”

(Lk 21:5,6)
 If the 12 apostles had built a huge structure in

Jerusalem for the 10s of 1000s of new converts to
assemble and pray, the world would not have been
evangelized in the First Century —

Thomas would not have come to India.
After all they had huge sums of money —
offerings and sale money of lands — at their feet!

(6) Ministry Business
Focusses on the poor, Goes after the rich, the
the downtrodden & the needy. affluent and the influential.

 Paul’s farewell address to the Ephesian elders is a timeless
message to all those in the ministry of God —

Acts 20:17-35
This passage must be meditated often
to keep our vision and focus clear.

The concluding statement —
(v35) “Support the weak”

“Remember the poor”

 Study the Messianic Manifesto closely —
Lk 4:18,19 ... PREACH ... PREACH ... PREACH ...

Three aspects — a) Spiritual (Gospel)
b) Physical (Deliverance)
c) Material/Social

“acceptable year of the Lord”
What does it mean? (Lev 25)
i.e. Jubilee (vv9,10,35, etc.)

This is what General William Booth stressed —
“Soap-Soup-Salvation”

 Today, in the name of orphanages and children’s homes,
many preachers and pastors have become millionaires!
Following Tsunami (2004) so many pastors and managers
of Christian organisations have amassed unimaginable
wealth!
Tsunamis, Earthquakes and Floods have become
a blessing in disguise for them.

 Rich will flank the rich.

Jesus was with the poor during his life,
and “with the rich at His death” only (Isa 53:9)

Associate with the “simple” & the “humble” (Rom 12:16).
It will be easy to remain “poor in the spirit” —

  The first Beatitude
(7)  Ministry Business

 Essentially guided by the Predominantly influenced by
 Holy Spirit. public opinion and modern trend.
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 Both the “steps” and the “stops” of the early apostles were
ordered by God the Holy Spirit —

Acts 13:2 ... The Holy Spirit said ...
(Choice of workers)

15:28 ... It seemed good to us and the Holy Spirit
(Doctrinal matters)

16:6,7... The Spirit stopped them
(Missionary journeys)

20:23 ... The Holy Spirit testifies ... chains
(Persecutions)

Usually this is so at the beginning of a ministry;
but in course of time, things change.
“What’s begun in the Spirit ends in flesh(ly) methods!”

 Once, Divine Direction and then Human Consultation.
Now, Committee Discussion and then Benediction!
Too many committee meetings usually end up in politics.

The leadership with a prophetic voice will be missing.
Administrators & Managers will be there;
but Leaders will be rare!

Politicians go by public opinion;
Prophets discern the times!

 Conclusion
Why did we study these differences?

a) To safeguard lest we drift away.
b) To stop the trend if signs of deviation are noticed.
c) To return to the old paths of God.

God’s work must be done by God’s men, in God’s way,
in God’s time. Then it will not lack God’s support!

(Study the Outline 137 also.)

137

God-approved Ministry
Introduction

 A Christian worker is a Servant of God!

As such, his supreme motive must be to please God
and earn His approval in everything he does —

Gal 1:10 ... If I still please men ... not the servant of God
(Applause of men vs. Approval of God)

2 Tim 2:4b ... please him who has enlisted him

In order to have the approval of God in our ministries,
we need to make certain choices at every level —

1. Glory of God  vs.  Gratification of Self
 Psa 115:1 ... Not unto us ... not unto us ... O Lord

  (Repetition for emphasis)

 Preaching the Gospel is to “glorify” God —
Rom 15:9-12 ... For this reason ... again ... again ... again!

 We must not boast of our accomplishments —
2 Cor 10:16-18 ... not commend himself ...

 We must minister in such a way that the people
must naturally glorify God —

eg) Ministry of Jesus (Mt 9:8)
Ministry of Paul (Gal 1:23,24)

 We must strictly correct people if they glorify us —
Acts 14:11-15 ... Paul & Barnabas in Lystra
1 Cor 1:12,13 ... Was Paul crucified for you?
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Even a non-Christian was punished when he did not
reflect the glory to God —

Acts 12:21-23 ... Herod

2. People-oriented  vs.  Programme-minded
 Not just using people or taking advantage of them —

2 Cor 12:17-19... our advantage ... your edification

 Three days of Bible teaching programme over —
Disciples: “send them away” (Mt 14:15)
Jesus: “Give them something to eat” (v16)

 Spend and be spent expecting nothing —
2 Cor 12:15

 Pouring ourselves in serving people —
Phil 2:17-20 ... drink offering ...
None like Timothy/others seek their own (vv20,21)

 Not to be served but to serve —
Mk 10:45

3. Edification of the Church vs.
Expansion of our ministry (organisation)

 1 Cor 10:32,33 ... Our profit vs. that of those
inside and outside the Church

 Rom 15:29 ... Fullness of the blessing ...

 1 Cor 14:12 ... Spiritual gifts
for the edification of the Church

 2 Cor 10:8 ... No misuse of authority ...
edification, nor destruction (manipulation)

 2 Cor 11:28 ... Deep concern for the Churches

 Church is the Building/Missions are only scaffolding.

(Read my article, “Missions for Churches or Churches for
Missions?” in the book, “Preachers & People,” Chapter 21.)

4. Spirit-dependence  vs.  Strength of arm
 Book of Acts — Power, Guidance, Illumination ...

all from the Holy Spirit
 Seasons of waiting — “Just ministering to the Lord”

(Acts 13:2) — No agenda
Renewal of strength like the eagle (Isa 40:31).

 1 Cor 2:4 ... Speech ... preaching ... demonstration
of the Spirit and power

 1 Cor 2:10-13 ... Spirit’s illumination while preparing
sermons

 1 Cor 15:10 ... Work hard but depend on grace.
 Jn 15:5 ... “Apart from Me you cannot do anything.”

5. Scriptural Pattern  vs.  Secular Methods
 Books & Seminars on Management Principles,

Business Techniques, Administrative Procedures, etc.

Modern Trend —
Do anything that appeals to people.
Somehow sell the product.
Promote the business.

But our Textbook is the Bible —
1 Cor 4:6 ... Not to think beyond what’s written
2 Cor 13:8 ... Nothing against the Truth,

but for the Truth
 The first call of Jesus:

“Follow Me ... I will make you ...” (Mt 4:19)
i.e. Copy Me, Imitate Me, Learn from Me.

 Paul’s standard:
“We have not so learned Christ!”

Eph 4:20,21
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6. Righteousness  vs.  Riches
 The righteousness of God’s Kingdom and the riches

of this world are diametrically opposed to each other —

Mt 6:24,33 ... God  vs. Mammon ... Seek first ...
1 Tim 6:10,11 ... Love of money ...  but you,

 O man of God ... follow righteousness ...
 Nothing wrong in expecting material blessings as a

gratitude for spiritual sowing (1 Cor 9:9,11)
 Paul: “You ... not yours” (2 Cor 12:14,15)
 Macedonian Christians:

2 Cor 8:5 ... “First to the Lord ... then to us”
 Do not ever commercialize the ministry —

Mt 10:8 ... Freely received ... freely give ...
 Even the very thought is serious —

Acts 8:18-23 ... thought ... heart ... thought ...
If the “purchaser” is so severely rebuked,
how about the “promoter?”

Watch my DVDs —
“Fruitful Ministry” (10 DVDs) English
“How to be a Good Pastor” (6 DVDs) to Telugu

7. Behaviour  vs.  Belief  (Deeds vs. Doctrine)

 The first person to be benefitted by the 4-fold profitability
of God’s Word is the “man of God” himself — He must be
corrected & instructed for righteousness (2 Tim 3:16,17)

 2 Tim 2:6 — The first partaker of the crops
 No offence in anything (2 Cor 6:3-10)

A long list (vv4-10) for self-examination
 1 Tim 4:12,16 ... Be an example to believers ...

save yourself and your hearers.

(Study the Outline 136 also.)

138
Shaken Foundations

(A Talk given in the General Body Meeting
of the Blessing Youth Mission, 30 June 1996)

Introduction
Superstructure of a building is what people can see and
use, but it is the foundation that determines the life of a
building. If the foundation is faulty, it will show up in the
superstructure. We can patch up cracks in the super-
structure only temporarily; new cracks may develop.

 Two types of foundation:
a) Foundation of God — This is solid.

2 Tim 2:19 ... The solid foundation of God stands ...
b) Foundation of the earth — This is shaky.

Psa 82:5 ... Foundations of the earth unstable

 Psalmist David throws a challenge about foundations —
Psa 11:3 ... If the foundations are destroyed,

what can the righteous do?

This challenge can be faced only by “righteousness” —
v5 ... The Lord tests the righteous ...
v7 ... The Lord is righteous ... He loves righteousness ...

Here’s an outline of some of the foundations of Christian life
and ministry which are being shaken and eroded —

Each of these foundations is presented in the Bible with a
question —

1. Sexual Purity
1 Cor 6:15-20
Do you not know? Do you not know? Do you not know?
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Failure in this area will shake the very foundation of your
“fellowship” with the Lord —

v17 ... He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him
v15 ... Your bodies are members of Christ
v19 ... Your body is the Temple of the Holy Spirit

Sexual sins are against one’s own self (v18)
We are not to play with this sin —

“Flee” sexual immorality (v18a)

Earlier this foundation is strengthened,
lesser will be the cracks.

2. Financial Honesty

Lk 16:10-12
Who will commit to your trust? Who will give you ...?

Earthly riches vs. Heavenly riches
Things of others vs. Things of yours

God reveals His secrets and mind with only those who are
 faithful in money matters.

Here lies one reason why many a preacher becomes void of
 Messages from Above in course of time.

Message without money is preferable
to money without message!

Whenever the apostles stood up to speak or sat down to write,
there was an unstoppable flow of God’s words;
the secret was that they were free from the love of money.

Here’s another sin you cannot play with —

“Flee the love of money”
(1 Tim 6:10,11)

3. Relationship Cordiality
1 Jn 4:20,21
He who does not love his brother whom he has seen,
how can he love God whom he has not seen?
 No family is stable without the foundation of love.
 No Church is attractive without the foundation of love.
 No ministry is fruitful without the foundation of love.
 No society is safe without the foundation of love.

Modern science and technology have nothing to offer
to set right —

separation in families,
divisions in Churches,
splits in ministries, and
fractures in the society.

The love of God is the only solution (Rom 5:5).

Meditate on it and practise it in all your relationships —
Jn 13:34; 15:12

Devotion to God cannot be maintained without
right interpersonal relationships.

4. Family Unity
1 Tim 3:4,5
If a man does not know how to rule his own house,
how will he take care of the Church of God?

Family is the basic unit of the Church and the society.
Family is the training ground to enter any battleground
of life. It’s foundational.

The Trinitarian Godhead itself is a Family —
The Father
The Son
The Holy Spirit
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Their unity is the model for family unity —
Eph 5:22-33; 1 Cor 11:3

5. Biblical Authority
Mt 21:42 ... Did you never read in the Scriptures?
Rom 4:3; 11:2; Gal 4:30 What does the Scripture say?
Js 4:5 ... Does the Scripture say in vain?

These are perilous days because the Biblical principles are
laid aside for human traditions and secular concepts.

This is the trick of the devil from the beginning —
“Has God indeed said?” (Gen 3:1)

The Word of God is the surest foundation —
Mt 7:24-27 ... House on the rock ... did not fall

“Solid rock vs. Sinking sand”
The superstructures may look alike, but ...!

Do not add anything to the Bible,
avoid anything from the Bible, or
alter anything in the Bible.

Do not assume anything also!
Learn to stay within the boundary of

“what is written” (1 Cor 4:6)

As a Christian ministry expands, there’s always a tendency
to lose the priority of Bible meditation and Bible teaching;
if this happens we will be building only with

“wood, hay and straw” (1 Cor 3:10-15)

6. Spirit Dependency
Gal 3:3,4
Having begun in the Spirit,

are you now finishing in flesh?

The spirituality of an individual or a ministry is measured
by the dependence on the power of the Holy Spirit (Zech 4:6)

It’s difficult to constantly depend on God’s Spirit
after a few years of success and accomplishment;
this is the greatest challenge!

In course of time,
we depend more on our wisdom

than on God’s guidance;
we depend more on our skills

than on God’s power;
we depend more on human support

than on God’s fellowship.
Quote:

“The self-sufficient do not pray;
the self-satisfied will not pray;
the self-righteous cannot pray!”

— Leonard Ravenhill (1907-1994)

7. Reporting Accuracy
2 Cor 11:23
Are they ministers of Christ? I am more.

... more ... above ... more ... often ...

See how Paul is accurate in his figures —

v24 ... 5 times ... 40 stripes minus one
v25 ... 3 times ... beaten with rods

  ... once stoned
  ... 3 times shipwrecked

His testimony: Rom 15:18,19

“I dare not speak what Christ has not
accomplished thro’ me, in word and deed ...”
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How easily we exaggerate figures and think it’s all for
God’s glory! — outright deception!

Every time we speak a lie or exaggerate,
we vote for the “father of lies” (Jn 8:44)

 Conclusion
Use this outline for a periodic check-up to detect any
crack in the foundation and rectify it then and there
lest it becomes too late.

(Study the Outline 139 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

139
Downfall of Ministries

(A Talk given in the Keypersons Meet
of the Blessing Youth Mission, August 1993)

Introduction

 Common Causes of downfall of ministries —
Prov 9:1 — Collapsing of the “seven pillars”

Not necessarily all at a time;
but one by one — Beginning with cracks!

1. Deviation in Vision

1 Cor 7:20,24 ... Remain in the same calling.
2 Pet 1:10 ... Renew the commitment

to the original calling
eg) What is the vision of the Blessing Youth Mission? —

“Holy Spirit Revival &
New Testament Evangelism”

Clearly inscribed in its emblem.

The Vision texts: OT — Ezek 34:26
 NT — Acts 1:8

The emphasis is to be on “youth.”

This is definitely different from several other Missions
and Ministries in India.

(a) Edification of Believers
(b) Evangelisation of Unbelievers

We are not to start with (b) and then go on to (a);
Rather “a” first, and “b” next.
Revival (a) will beget Evangelism (b) — (Psa 51:12,13)
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2. Dependence on flesh
Gal 3:3 ... Begun in Spirit, but ending in flesh

The early fire and fervour must always be maintained.

One indication that we begin to depend on the arm
of flesh is the weakening in prayer.

The more we pray the greater we depend on God.

The task before us is stupendous.
The clear message is in Zech 4:6,7

Beware of depending on the —

 Power of men/muscle:
Members, Supporters, Readers,
Participants, Speakers, etc, etc.

 Power of money/materials:
Financial blessing need not be the proof
of God’s approval of all that we do.
(The apostles were in want many times!!!)

 Power of methods/mind:

Intelligent ideas
Catchy slogans
Attractive schemes
Appealing presentations

etc.

3. Descent in Holiness
Lk 1:74,75 ... holiness ... all the days of our life

This is foundational to be of any use to God —
2 Tim 2:19-22 ... foundation ... cleansed ... useful

Not great (honourable) vessels but “clean” vessels!

“Holiness to the Lord” —
This must be our motto.

Carelessness will let weeds grow.
A constant check is necessary.

“Strive” to be godly —
1 Tim 4:7-9
Have periodic self-examination.

4. Division among brothers
Mt 12:25 ... Kingdom ... City ... House

 The size immaterial.

Splits are more common among the Pentecostals
than the non-Pentecostals —
Everyone is a “king” & “priest” here!

The Corinthian Church was a Charismatic Church —

Heroes in gifts but zero in love (1 Cor 1:7).
“I am of Paul, Apollos ...” (1 Cor 3:4)

That’s why the emphasis is on the word “same” and “one”—
1 Cor 12:4,5,6,8,9,11 ... same

 :12,13 ... one

The love Chapter of 1 Cor 13 is sandwiched
between Chapters 12 & 14 which explain gifts!

 Differences of opinions need not lead to divisions.

In a country like India — in a situation like this —
we cannot afford to split and divide further.

 Desire for prominence invariably disrupts unity —
Mt 20:20,21,24-28 ... seats ... Kingdom
Mind of Christ (Phil 2:5)
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— Pray regularly for oneness.
Jesus prayed for it (Jn 17:20,21)

— Do your maximum to avoid divisions.

5. Dilution in Doctrine
We are familiar with the story of the house on sand —

Mt 7:24-27
Our ministries must be founded on strong Biblical teaching.

The foundation should continue to be strengthened —
1 Tim 4:13 ... reading ... teaching ...
2 Tim 4:2-4 ... preach ... reprove ... teach ...

Never stop reading and studying —
eg) Paul even at the end of his life

2 Tim 4:13 ... Bring my books

Beware of compromising on Biblical convictions!

Foundation of Apostles (their pattern)
and Prophets (their predictions)

Pattern: How to do
Prediction: What to do

6. Defects in Leadership
Leaders are “pillars” (Gal 2:9)

One reason why Israel went astray was that the leadership
became corrupt —

Ezek 22:24-29
(Prophets - Priests - Princes - People)

We are familiar with the 3 dangers for leaders —
Sex — Girls
Money — Gold
Power — Glory

We must take care to guard ourselves against these
and pray and help one another in these areas.

When there’s strong support
and counsel coupled with accountability,
we can escape these pitfalls.

Let’s claim Jer 33:17,18 for our Ministries.
There must be a regular supply of godly leaders —

v16 ... Righteousness

Above all, leaders should be men who know God and to whom
God speaks. If this is missing, all talents and technical know-
how will be futile.

7. Desire for Bigness
There’s a rat-race among
ministers and ministries today.

Expansion of work motivated by competition.

We should not only remain “in” our calling but also
“within” our boundary —

2 Cor 10:12-16 ... measure ... sphere ...

God does not give His grace and gift equally to every man
and ministry —

 Rom 12:3 ... grace ... measure of faith
 Talents: 5 or 2 or 1 (Mt 25:15) —

He expects things
only proportionately.

Therefore, do not be unduly and unconsciously
pressurised by comparisons.
Overloading cracks the pillars though the foundation
may be strong.
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When we stretch beyond measure, we will break!
Then, what’s the meaning of Isa 54:2?
Growth = Lengthening plus Strengthening

To what extent we lengthen,
to that extent we must strengthen.
That decides the speed.

We must abound in the work of God with a sensitiveness
not to exceed what is designed for us.

 Conclusion
All the seven pillars are equally important.
Give equal attention to each of them —

Vision ... Spirit ... Holiness ...
Unity ... Doctrine ... Leadership ... Measure

(Study the Outline 138 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

140

Tensions of Today
Introduction

Two Kingdoms in conflict ... Acts 26:18/Eph 5:8-10

If Satan cannot STOP us, he will SIDETRACK us!
If he cannot DESTROY us, he will DIVERT us!

 Eph 4:20,21 ... not so learned Christ.
 1 Cor 11:16 ... We have no such custom.
 Phil 3:17,18 ... Apostolic pattern vs. that of majority.

“Many” will be generally wrong.
 Our choices decide victory or defeat.

God’s call + Man’s choice

Twelve crucial choices —
1. Immediate or Ultimate?

Today or Tomorrow?

Hybrid coconuts — yield for a few years only

Gen 25:26-34 ... Esau/Jacob ... stew/birthright/broth
Psa 37:1,2,10,11,37,38 ... soon ... a little while ... future
Heb 12:11-13 ... Chastisement (Don’t bail yourselves out!)

2. Quantity or Quality?
Size or Sort?

Acts 9:31 ... both multiplication and fear of God
Lk 2:52 ... First wisdom then stature
Gen 11:3 ... substitutes (brick for stone

& asphalt for mortar)
Dt 22:11 ... wool (Abel) ... cotton (Cain)
1 Cor 3:10-17 ... What or How?

The end does not justify the means.
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3. Spiritual or Scriptural?
Subjective or Objective?
Experience or Truth? — Feelings or Facts?

Lk 17:20-25 ... Look here ... Look there ...
All that’s sensational or supernatural
need not be from God.

1 Chr 13:7-10;15:11-15
New cart: Philistine method — (1 Sam 6:2,7)
Carrying on shoulders: God’s — (Ex 25:14)

2 Tim 2:5 ... athletics ... rules ...
Think of a building built without a plumbline or spirit level.

Not just a superficial reference to the Scriptures
but a careful understanding of God’s mind in it —
Acts 15:1,13-19 ... Jerusalem Council

Avoid questionable and extra-Biblical things.

4. Power or Purity?
Charisma or Character?
Gifts or Fruits?

2 Cor 12:12 ... signs of an apostle ... “perseverance”
 Patience is the queen of all virtues.

1 Cor 13:1-3 ... Tongues ... Prophecy vs. Love

Enthusiasm or Ethics?
Honesty/Integrity Sex, Money, Power

Girls, Gold, Glory
5. Earthly or Eternal?

Physical/material or Spiritual?

1 Cor 15:19 ... If in this life only ...
Heb 11:8-10 ... Abraham left towers for tents ...

 waiting for a City ...

Health/Happiness or Holiness?
3 Jn 2 (soul prosperity)

— A leper can go to Heaven; a sinner cannot!
— Without holiness, no one can see the Lord.

6. God’s work or God’s will?
Job satisfaction or Jesus’ satisfaction?

Mt 7:21-24 ... miracles ... prophesy ... will of God
“David served his generation by the will of God”

(Acts 13:26)
 God’s will first — God’s work next —

eg) Paul (Acts 22:13-15)

Do only what God wants you to do.

7. Fellowship or Family?
Church/Ministry? vs. Own family

1 Tim 3:4,5 ... own home ... Church of God?

 Do not be a preacher at home.
 Prophet Samuel (1 Sam 7:15-8:3)
 Family Altar
 Family is the School where we are taught

and trained for God’s work (Eph 5:21-32)
(a) Submission
(b) Leadership
(c) Feeding

8. Applause of men or Approval of God?
Jn 5:44 ... How will you believe ... from God only?
  12:42,43 ... praise of men more than praise of God
Eph 6:5-8 ... eye service ... from heart
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Hunting for praise.
Greetings in marketplaces.
Prominent seats in gatherings.
Jesus: eg) “Good Teacher ... why call Me good?”

Jesus answer to Nicodemus who praised Him:
(Jn 3:1-5)

Paul (Acts 16:16-18) — Confession of an evil spirit!

9. Competition or Cooperation?
Comparison or complementation?

1 Sam 18:6-9 ... Saul 1000s ... David 10000s
Jn 4:1-5 ... Jesus vs. John
1 Cor 3:3-9 ... Carnal ... Paul ... Apollos ...
2 Cor 10:12-15 ... Not comparing ... our measure

10. External or Internal?
  Outside or Inside?

Mt 23:25-28 ... tumblers, tombs, ...
2 Cor 5:11,12 ... Appearance ... not in heart ...

 (Hypocrisy)
Keep working at it constantly.
Be accountable (Eccl 4:9-12) ... Safety in fellowship
Do not be a loner
Independent vs. Interdependent

11. Ministerial pressure or Private devotions?
Mk 1:32-36 ... Healing ... early morning ... prayer

How Jesus longed for solitude —
Mt 14:12-14 ... death of John

 21-23 ... After feeding 5000
Lk 6:10-13 ... Healing ... choosing of the 12
Billy Graham: “If given another life,

 I’ll preach less and study more!”

12. Popular demand or Personal calling?
2 Cor 10:12-18 ... measure ... extending beyond ...

 boasting ...
Rom  12:3-8 ... not more highly ... measure of faith
1 Cor 7:20,24 ... Do not copy other ministries ...

Stay in your calling

eg) Evangelists becoming Pastors
 Prophets becoming Evangelists

 Conclusion
 Making right choices not easy — “Narrow way”
 Correction + Unlearning + Change

(This Talk delivered in the National Staff Retreat
of the Indian Evangelical Mission in May 2002,

is available as a VCD.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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141

Prophets, Priests & Kings
Introduction
 3 anointed offices in the Old Testament —

By pouring OIL —

a) Prophets eg) Elijah — Elisha (1 Ki 19:16)
b) Priests eg) Moses — Aaron (Ex 28:41)
c) Kings eg) Samuel — Saul (1 Sam 10:1)

(David refuses to kill Saul
 because anointed — 1 Sam 26:11)

 These are the representative leaders of all the
people of God—

eg)Commendation: Jer 18:18
Condemnation: Jer 2:26

Ezek 7:26
Mic 3:11
Zeph 3:3,4

Prophets — Moral leaders
Priests — Spiritual/Religious leaders
Kings — Political leaders

 There had been combination of any two offices—

Melchi — King/Priest (Gen 14:18)
Aaron — Prophet/Priest (Ex 7:1/28:1)
Saul — King/Prophet (1 Sam 10:1,11)
David — King/Prophet (Acts 2:29,30)
Ezekiel — Priest/Prophet (Ezek 1:3/2:5)
Caiaphas — Priest/Prophet (Jn 11:49-51)

 Jesus is the ONLY person to combine all the three offices
in Him— “Three-in-One!”

eg) First chapter of 3 important NT books —

a) Jn 1:36 ... Lamb of God ... John the Baptist
(Priest)

  :38 ... Rabbi, Teacher ... Two disciples of John
(Prophet)

  :49 ... King of Israel ... Nathanael

b) Heb 1:1,2 ... Prophet
:3 ... Priest
:8 ... King

c) Rev 1:5 ... Faithful witness — Prophet
... Firstborn from the dead — Priest
... Ruler over kings — King

 How was this possible?

Jn 3:34 ... Spirit given to Him without measure
Heb 1:9 ... Anointing more than companions

i.e. more than all the types & figures

Anointed (English) = Messiah (Hebrew) = Christ (Greek)
(messiahed) (christened)

Prophecy: Dan 9:24-26 ... Most Holy
anointed to become Messiah

 Responses to the Messiah —

eg) Jn 4:25,26 ... Samaritan Woman — Prophet
Mk 14:57-63 ... High Priest — Priest
Jn 7:41,42/Mic 5:2 ... Festival Crowd — King

 That’s why JESUS IS “CHRIST!”
The most important message —
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eg) Three great leaders of the early Church (1 Cor 1:12)
Paul ... Acts 9:22/17:3/18:5
Peter ... Acts 2:36/Mt 16:16
Apollos ... Acts 18:28

 Jesus — Earthly Name
Christ —Heavenly Title

We are not called Jesus-ians,
but Christ-ians!

 Some more reasons for the importance of this message,
“Jesus is Christ !” —

Purpose of John’s Gospel: Jn 20:31
(The very purpose of the Scriptures)
Meaning of Rebirth : 1 Jn 5:1
Denial by Antichrist : 1 Jn 2:22

People like slogan like — “Jesus Loves”
“Jesus Heals”
“Jesus Saves,” etc

but not “Jesus is LORD & CHRIST!”

 Ministry of Christians

Christ = The Anointed One
Christians = Those belonging to the Anointed One

Jn 1:16 ... “Of His fullness we have all received.”
 All of His to all of us!

Acts 2:33 ... He receives and passes it on to us!

“No measure” for us also —

Jn  4:14 ... Fountain
 7:38 ... Rivers All these

Isa   12:3 ... Wells cannot be
   44:3 ... Floods measured!

Ezek 34:26 ... Showers

The entire thing summarised in Joel’s prophecy —
Acts 2:16,17

“Last days ... pour out (not sprinkle) ... all ...”
 NT days ... without measure ... without distinction
 (Heb 1:1)

“ALL” believers!
In the OT, only on the three special leaders.

 Picture of the Church anointed —

Psa 133:1 ... “brethren” — The Church
   :2 ... “Oil from head to garment”

= Anointing from Head to Body

a) Beard of Aaron — Priestly Ministry of the Church
b) Dew of Hermon — Prophetic Ministry of the Church

(Dt 32:1,2) Descent of Word like dew
c) Command of Lord in Zion — Kingly Ministry of the Church

(King in Zion)
 Christ vs. Christians

a) We are all prophets — Christ is THE Prophet.
b) We are all priests — Christ is the HIGH Priest.
c) We are all kings — Christ is the KING of kings.

1 Jn 4:17b ... “As He is, so are we in this world!”

 Praise the Lord!

 The next 3 outlines teach us how we Christians
must function as Prophets, Priests & Kings.

(This Talk and the next three were delivered
as the theme Talks in Blesso ’88 of the Blessing Youth Mission

in May 1988 in Danishpet.)
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(a) Christians as Prophets
Introduction

In the 3-fold ministry of Jesus as the Messiah,
Prophet-Priest-King, the first one is that of a “PROPHET”

Dt 18:15,18 ... First prophecy ... “A Prophet like Moses”

Quoted by
Peter ... Acts 3:19-23 ... Before admirers
Stephen ...    7:37 ... Before adversaries

 In the Gospels —

a) Beginning of Jesus’ ministry
Mk 6:14,15 ... It is the Prophet
Lk 7:14-16 ... A great Prophet has risen up
Jn 6:13,14 ... This is truly the Prophet

b) Palm Sunday
Mt 21:10,11 ... the Prophet from Nazareth

c) After the Cross
Lk 24:18,19 ... A Prophet mighty in deed and word

 Why was Jesus called a Prophet?
To answer this question, let’s understand the definition
of a “prophet” —
Four names for prophets in the OT —

a) Speakers (Hebrew: Nabi)
Ex 4:14-16 (Aaron)

b) Seers (Hebrew: Roeh)
1 Sam 9:9
(They “see” the message before speaking it out!)

c) Watchmen (Hebrew: Zophim)
Jer 6:17 (Guardians/Shepherds)

d) Men of God
1 Ki 13:1
2 Pet 1:21

Thus, Prophets are God’s mouthpiece to minister to people.

Therefore, according to Heb 1:1,2,
Jesus is THE Prophet.

 ALL believers are called to be prophets —

Acts 2:17,18 ... Joel’s prophecy
1 Cor 14:31 ... All can prophesy ...
Num 11:25-29 ... Moses: “Oh, that all the Lord’s

people become prophets!”
A prophetic expectation by Moses!

Am 3:8 ... Lion has roared; who shall not but prophesy?
But,

1 Cor 12:29 ... Are all prophets?

Answer: No!

eg) We all speak, but we all are not speakers!
We all can write, but we all are not writers!
We all can run, but we all are not runners!

That is,
We have different “measures of faith”
according to the responsibilities
God has assigned to us — Rom 12:6
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 Main characteristics of Prophets
This is what we should be —

1. Men of HOLINESS
Lk 1:70
Eph 3:5
2 Pet 1:21 “Holy” Prophets
2 Pet 3:2
Rev 22:6

They had their sanctification experiences —

eg) Moses the Prophet — Ex 3:4,5,10 — FEET

 Isaiah the Prophet — Isa 6:6-8 — TONGUE

 (Two outstanding prophets)

Feet to go forth!
Tongue to speak forth!

Both cleansed by fire and sent forth!

Get a glimpse of God’s holiness.

2. Men of VISION/REVELATION

Isa 29:10 ... Prophets are “eyes.”
Lam 2:9 ... Prophets & Vision
1 Cor 14:29,30 ... Revelation of God’s mind
Am 3:7 ... God does nothing unless ... prophets

eg) What is God’s priority today? These things
What is the condition of Church today? the prophets

Discernment/Alertness understand.

3. Men of BURDEN
Isa 13:1;15:1;17:1;19:1;21:1; etc.
Zech 9:1
Mal 1:1

The 5-fold burden of Paul the prophet (Acts 13:1) —

a) For the Church/Churches 2 Cor 11:28,29
b) For the backsliders Gal 4:9-11,19; Lam 2:11
c) For the nominals Rom 9:1-3; 10:1-3
d) For materialistic ministers Phil 3:18,19

Mic 3:11 ... Prophets, Priests & Kings minister for money...
 All in the name of the Lord!

John Knox (1514-1572) of old prayed:
“Give me Scotland or I die!”
But today ... ?

2 Pet 2:1-3 ... Exploiting the ignorance of God’s people

e) For the unreached Rom 10:13,14; 15:20-22

4. Men of PRAYER
Gen 20:7 ... Abraham / Abimelech

(First mention of prophet!)
Jer 27:18 ... If prophets ... let ... intercede

eg) Samuel the prophet — 1 Sam 12:23
Elijah the prophet — Js 5:17
John the prophet — Lk 11:1

5. Men of  BOLDNESS
 Personal dealings —

Nathan/David 2 Sam 12:7
John/Herod Mk 6:17,18

Wilful sinners cannot be comfortable with the prophets.
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 Public ministry —
Elijah 1 Ki 18:21 ... How long

two opinions?
Jeremiah Jer 1:17-19

 Persecution —
Micaiah 2 Chr 18:6-8,13,23,25,26
Jeremiah Jer 26:11-13

Abel to Zechariah ... Lk 11:47-51
The first martyr in OT (Abel)
and the first martyr in NT (John) were prophets!
Js 5:10 ... Main example of suffering!

 The message of the Prophets —
1. The Greatness of God

 Abraham ... Gen 14:22 ... Most High God
  21:33 ... Everlasting God

             18:27 ... I am dust & ashes.

 Moses ... Dt 31:30/32:3,4 ... Great God, Rock
 33:26 ... Excellency

 Isaiah ... Isa 2:11,17 ... Lord alone exalted!
 Daniel ... Dan 4:25 ... Ruler of the Universe
 John the Baptist ... Mk 1:7 ... sandals

Jn 3:30 ... I must decrease.

They hide themselves and exalt God.
No self-projection.

Prophesying by early believers was to exalt the Lord God —

Acts 2:17,11 ... There were no visions, dreams,
dark sun, bloody moon, etc. on that day.
They only “prophesied” ...

the wonderful works of God.

Acts 10:46 ... magnify God
19:6 ... tongues ... prophesy

1 Cor 14:24,25 ... Effect on an unbeliever ...
to fall down and worship

2. The Righteousness of God
 Righteousness

Message of the first Prophet-martyr (OT)
(Abel) Heb 11:4

Message of the first Prophet-martyr (NT)
(John) Lk 7:29 (Baptism)
3:8-14 (Restitution, etc.)

 Repentance
Zech 1:4 ... The essential message of former

   prophets
 Reformation

Jer 1:4,5,9,10 ... pull down ... build

Such a ministry is not easy —
Ezek 2:5,6 ... briers, thorns, scorpions, ...

Backslidden prophets —

Lam 2:14 ... No repentance message
Ezek 13:3,10,11,18 ... Peace, Untempered mortar,

pillows!
Jer 23:14,17 ... No evil, only prosperity!

Such prophets are usually very popular —
Lk 6:26 (All false prophets were well-spoken of!)

3. The Salvation of God
Salvation by grace thro’ Christ was the main theme of all
the OT prophets —

Lk 24:27 ... all the prophets ... Himself
Acts 3:24 ... all the prophets ... these days

  7:52 ... prophets ... foretold ... Just One
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Acts 10:43 ... all the prophets ... His name
1 Pet 1:10 ... salvation ... prophets searched
Lk 1:67-69,78 ... Zacharias’ prophecy
Jn 11:49-51 ... Even Caiaphas!
Jude 14 ... Enoch ... Second Coming
Rev 19:10 ... Testimony of Jesus ... spirit of prophecy

Apostle Paul summarised this 3-fold message of
prophecy in 1 Cor 14:3 —

a) Edification = Increase of devotion by the understanding
of the Greatness of God.
(Edifice, a related word!)

b) Exhortation= Calling & counselling people to righteous
and holy living by declaring
the Righteousness of God.

c) Comfort = Grace & Peace thro’ Christ the Comforter
in the Salvation of God.

eg)Acts 15:32 ... Judas & Silas
(The man not selected for the 12)
15:22/1:23

Their message of comfort —
eg) No circumcision necessary —

 Jesus is sufficient!
 A question:

How about predictive prophesying?

In the NT, it is more of forthtelling than foretelling —
i.e. inspired utterance or proclamation rather than

prediction.
eg) Acts 4:31 ... Filled and spoke the Word with boldness

Acts 6:9,10 ... the Spirit by which he spoke
1 Cor 2:4,5,12,13 ... the Holy Spirit teaching
Eph 6:18,19 ... utterance to be given

Also examples of prediction in NT are mostly relating
to evangelism and missionary work:

eg) Eph  3:5,6 ... Gentiles also included!
1 Tim 4:14/2 Tim 4:5 ... Timothy
Acts 11:28-30 ... Relief work.
Acts  21:10-14 ... persecution

For personal guidance,
Rom 8:14 ... Spirit’s leading
2 Tim 2:7 ... Leaders’ counselling

 An important feature of NT prophetic ministry:
Plurality of prophets —

Acts 11:27,28 ... Prophets from Jerusalem
13:1 ... Five Prophets in Antioch
15:32 ... Judas & Silas ... Prophets

1 Cor 14:29 ... Prophets ... two or three

i.e. Accountability — No free-lancing —

1 Cor 14:32 ...spirits of prophets subject
to themselves and other prophets!

It is dangerous to follow a prophet who is not subject
to questioning and correction —

The Word of God, ultimate test: 1 Cor 14:36-38

Finally,
Prophetic ministry is attractive;
and so do not hero-worship a prophet —

Rev 22:8,9
“Worship God!” — Back to the first Commandment!

 The next outline: “Christians as Priests”
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(b) Christians as Priests
Introduction

God chose the tribe of “Levi” for the ritual religious
services —

Num 8:5,6,15

Within this tribe the priesthood was limited to the family
of Aaron —

Ex 28:1/4:14

Christ belongs to the tribe of Judah,
the kingly tribe and not the priestly tribe of Levi.

How then did He become a Priest?

Answer: Heb 7:11-17
The order of Melchizedek.
Greater than Levi (vv9,10)

 The theme of the Book of Hebrews —
“High Priesthood of Jesus” (8:1)

 This Epistle is sometimes called the 5th Gospel!
Mt, Mk, Lk, Jn — What Christ did on Earth.

       Heb — What Christ does in Heaven.

 The offering of our High Priest is “HIMSELF” (Heb 7:27)

There were 5 main offerings in the OT —

Leviticus 1 ... Burnt Offering Primarily to MAINTAIN
2 ... Meal/Meat Offering fellowship with God.
3 ... Peace Offering

4 ... Sin Offering Primarily to RESTORE
5 ... Trespass Offering fellowship with God.

Meaning of the Offerings:

1. Burnt Offering —FIRE (Lev 1:9)
= Christ’s atoning sacrifice a sweet-smelling aroma

(Eph 5:2)

2. Meal/Meat/Grain Offering — OIL (Lev 2:1,3)
= Christ’s perfect and spotless (fine flour)

character under the (oil) Spirit’s anointing.
(Heb 9:14)

3. Peace Offering — FAT (Lev 3:3-5)
= Christ making and becoming peace for us

and granting us spiritual rest.

4. Sin Offering — BLOOD (Lev 4:1-5)
= The Blood of Christ cleansing us from all sin.

(1 Jn 1:7,9)

5. Trespass Offering — AMENDS (Restitution) (Lev 5:15,16)
Similar to burnt offering but including restitution.

= Christ’s forgiving love and grace.

Thus the death of Christ satisfies all the demands of a
Holy God.

He not only died, but also rose again for us —
becoming a “priest on the Throne” (Zech 6:12,13)

 The Book of Hebrews is a book of perfection.
We read about —

Going on to perfection (6:1)
Spirits of just men made perfect (12:23)
God making us perfect in every good work (13:21)
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The Book of Hebrews presents Christ in 10 different ways as a
Perfect High Priest for us —

1. Merciful High Priest
Heb 2:17,18
To help us in our temptations.
Perfect HELPER.
We understand the power of temptation only when we
begin to resist it! We are NOT alone in the battle.

2. Faithful High Priest
Heb 3:1,2
To give us a pattern to consider and follow.
Perfect MODEL —

Boyhood — Obedience to parents
Youthhood — Friends, etc.
Family life — Mother ... Church
He did not escape from reality.

3. Great High Priest
Heb 4:14-16
To give us Grace (Sympathy) and Victory
Perfect LEADER/VICTOR/CAPTAIN —
Not a mere perfectionist — One who helps

 as well as leads: Sympathizer and Motivator

4. Honourable High Priest
Heb 5:4,5
To grant us eternal salvation (v9).
Perfect INHERITOR/AUTHOR
It’s like receiving a prize from an honourable VIP.

5. Eternal High Priest
Heb 6:19,20
To bless us (vv13,14,20 — Melchi blessed Abraham)
Gen 14:18-20

Abraham was so satisfied with God’s blessings thro’ the
King of Salem that he rejected the offer of the King of Sodom
(Gen 14:21-23)

Perfect PROMISOR
Eternal/Temporal

6. Unchanging High Priest
Heb 7:24-26
To intercede for us.
Perfect INTERCESSOR —

To God Through Christ.
To the Father in the Name of Jesus Christ.
We are all weak in prayer.

7. Majestic High Priest
Heb 8:1,6,7
To minister and mediate for us.
Perfect MEDIATOR. ... Beware of Roman Catholicism!
Beware: “Write to me for any of your problems!”
No, first you pray.

 Search your heart.
 Set matters right (Js 5:13,14)

Telephone numbers: Jeremiah 33:3
Matthew 7:7

8. Good or Holy High Priest
Heb 9:11-14
To enable us serve God acceptably.
Our offerings & services will be liked and accepted
by God only because of Christ.
Acts 17:25
Perfect OFFERER/OFFERING
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9. Presiding High Priest
Heb 10:21-23,37
To keep us till the end (vv37,39).
Perfect ADMINISTRATOR
A leader is one who successfully completes
what he has begun.
12:2 ... Author and Finisher

10. Rejected High Priest
Heb 13:11-14
To separate us from the world.
Perfect SUFFERER
Who is without suffering?
What a comfort, He has suffered more than all of us!

Is not Jesus perfect and sufficient?

 Christ has not only sacrificed Himself and has become
our High Priest, but has also made us “priests!”

a) By saving/cleansing us (by His Blood)
Rev 1:5b,6

  5:9,10
Psa 132:9,10 ... Clothing with righteousness

and salvation
True of all saints!
Hence, shout for joy!

b) By anointing us (with the Holy Spirit)
2 Chr 5:1,12-14
Compare Acts 1:5; 2:2-4
120 priests/120 disciples

 Why has Christ made us priests?
Rev 1:5,6 — He is Prophet-Priest-King,

and He has made us a Kingdom of Priests to God!

2-fold purpose —

a) To offer up spiritual sacrifices ... as a “spiritual house”
(1 Pet 2:5)

b) To proclaim (show forth) His praises ... as a “holy nation”
(1 Pet 2:9)

a) Upward — In the Church
b) Outward — To the world

Not simply “praise & worship” but “praise & witness!”

(a)  Spiritual Sacrifices (1 Pet 2:5)
OT — Ritual and ceremonial sacrifices
NT — Spiritual sacrifices

1. Sacrifice of Righteousness
Psa 4:5 ... sacrifices of righteousness ... trust in the Lord

51:19 ... You shall be pleased with sacrifices
of righteousness

That means —
Heb 10:5,10 ... Offering of the body
Rom 12:1 ... Body ... living ... holy ... sacrifice

2. Sacrifice of Brokenness
Psa 51:17
Almost all the Beatitudes are about brokenness (Mt 5:3-10)
No arrogance/haughtiness/pride

3. Sacrifice of Praise
Psa  50:12-14 ... offer ... thanksgiving ... vows

  27:6 ... sacrifices of joy ... sing praises
     116:17 ... sacrifice of thanksgiving ...
Jer  33:11 ... voice of joy ... gladness ... praise the Lord
Heb 13:15 ... sacrifice of praise ... fruit of lips ...
It’s sacrifice to God; not performance to people.
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4. Sacrifice of Prayers
Psa 141:2 ... prayer ... incense ... evening sacrifice
Rev 5:8 ... incense ... prayers

Intercession a main ministry of priests —
Psa 99:6 ... Moses, Aaron and Samuel who called upon ...
Priests to pray for Revival & Restoration —
Joel 1:13 ... priests ... lament ... wail ...

   2:17 ... priests ... weep ... Your people ...

Why Revival?

— No food in the Church (Joel 1:16)
— No joy in the Church (v16)
— No outpouring in the Church (v20)
— No power in the Church (2:17b)

Results of Revival:
— Satisfaction with grain, etc. (Joel 2:19)
— Restoration of wasted years (v25)
— Outpouring (vv23,28)
— Salvation of millions (v32)

 Beware of materialistic prayers!

eg) Lord’s Prayer — Only 1 of 7 material!
High Priestly Prayer — John 17

 Beware of taking advantage of people’s helplessness!

Lk 20:46,47 ... Widows ... Collecting money
 while people go thro’ suffering.

5. Sacrifice of Blessings
Heb 11:17 ... Abraham/Isaac

“worship” ... the first occurrence (Gen 22:5)
2 Sam 23:15,16 ... David/water of Bethlehem

6. Sacrifice of Charity
Heb 13:16 ... do good and to share ... sacrifices
Prov 19:17 ... pity on the poor ... lending to the Lord
Also to God’s servants —
Phil 4:18 ... (Paul) ... aroma ... pleasing to God

7. Sacrifice of Life
Phil 2:17 Pouring ourselves for the
2 Tim 4:5-7 blessing of others!

2 Cor 12:15 ... Spend and be spent!
God may call us to die as martyrs.
It’s a forgotten truth.
11 out of 12 died as martyrs.

Read the biographies of missionary martyrs.

(b) Proclamation of His Praises (1 Pet 2:9)
Isa 43:21 ... A people formed to declare His praise

This means a ministry of “preaching & teaching”
the greatness, glory and grace of God.

We are priests for the blessing of the whole world —
Ex 19:5,6 ... The Earth is Mine ... you are priests

(God’s first & perfect will revealed
to Israel but fulfilled in NT)

Isa 61:6 ... Priests of the Lord ... Riches of gentiles

Just like “priests” were between God and men,
we are “ambassadors” between God and men —

2 Cor 5:20 ... Ministry of Reconciliation

Teaching & Counselling —
Mal 2:7 ... lips of priest ...
Ezek 44:23 ... to teach discernment ...
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eg) Priest Jethro to Moses — Ex 3:1; 18:17,19,21
Priest Jehoiada to Jehoash — 2 Ki 12:2

Backslidden Israel —

2 Chr 15:3 ... No teaching priest

We must study the Word and be saturated with it —
Use of Study Bibles, etc.

Out of the abundance of heart, the mouth will speak.

 Priesthood of all believers
A Reformation Truth!

Family priesthood  Tribal priesthood  Church priesthood
(Aaron) (Levi) (All believers)

When the veil of the Temple tore from top to bottom,
the officiating High Priest then would have stitched it! —

This is a picture of putting the believer back into the Law!
Mt 23:1,2,5-10

Now, “No laity, all clergy!”

1. No special dresses

Priestly garments

Robes, cassocks, ropes, etc,
Jesus had no special dress;

that’s why Judas had to identify Him!
Our outfit today —

Garments of Praise (Isa 61:3)
Garments of Salvation (Isa 61:10)
Garments of Righteousness (Isa 61:10)
Oil of Gladness (Heb 1:9)
Armour of God (Eph 6:13)

2. No special places

No localisation of Deity!

Jn 4:20-24 ... Samaritan Woman ... Ceremonial/Spiritual
Acts 7:47-49; 17:24 ... Solomon
Wherever 2 or 3 gather ...

No altar!

Cross, Crucifix, candles, bowing before the Cross etc ...
These are relics from Roman Catholicism.

3. No special titles

Father, Rev, Rt. Rev, ... (Mt 23:8-10)

How about leaders for the NT local Church? —

a) Elders (= Bishops, Pastors, Shepherds)...Spiritual

b) Deacons ... Administration ... Business matters

 Does not God pour out His Spirit on all denominations?
On people, not places.
On individuals, not building structures.

But, New Wine ... Old Bottles
Mt 9:14-17

The bottles must soon be changed, otherwise the loss
will be double!

When we come to Christ, old things pass away,
all become New! (2 Cor 5:16,17)
i.e. “We shall not know Christ after the flesh.”

 The next outline: “Christians as Kings”
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(c) Christians as Kings
 The 3-fold office of Jesus, Prophet-Priest-King,

is seen all over the Scriptures —

 God of Abraham — the Prophet (Gen 20:7)
God of Isaac — the Priest (Sacrifice)
God of Jacob — the King (Prince, Gen 32:28)

 New Testament:

Gospels — Prophet — Preaching TO the people.
Acts + Epistles — Priest — Interceding FOR the people.
Revelation — King — Reigning OVER the people.

Heb 13:8 ... Same yesterday — Prophet
today — Priest
forever — King

Rev 1:8 ... Who was ... Prophet
Who is ... Priest
Who is to come ... King

Jesus is the “Omega” of the OT (Rom 10:4),
and “Alpha” of the NT (Gal 4:4,5).

 Psa 133 ... ointment from head to garments
Aaron (Priest) ... Dew (Word of Prophecy) ...

Command (King)
 A complete Minister —

Prophet — “Telling us ALL things”
Jn 4:25/15:15

Priest — “Forgiving ALL our sins”
1 Jn 1:7,9

King — “Defeating ALL enemies”
1 Cor 15:24,25

 As a Prophet, He frees us from ingnorance.
As a Priest, He frees us from iniquity.
As a King, He frees us from intimidation.

JESUS IS SUFFICIENT!

In the previous two Outlines (142 & 143),
we have studied the first two offices, now the third —

 Jesus is the King!

In Prophecy —

Gen 17:6 Isa 9:6,7
49:10 Jer 23:5

Num 24:17,19 Ezek 21:27
1 Sam 2:10 Dan 9:25
2 Sam 7:16 Mic 5:2
Psa 2:6,7 Zech 9:9
Psa 45:1,6,7

 He has made us “Kings!”

Rev 1:6/5:10
(“ROYAL” priests — 1 Pet 2:9)

1 Sam 2:8 ... Dunghill to Throne
(Guttermost to Uppermost)

Psa 47:1-3 ... Clap ... Shout ... King

Eph 2:4-6 ... seated together in Heavenly places.
Spiritual today — Literal tomorrow (Rev 3:21)
Promise even to the Laodicean Church! (v20)



834833

 The Kingdom Life today —
1. Life of Obedience

Gen 49:10 ... The scepter ... unto Him ... obedience
First King in Israel rejected for disobedience —

1 Sam 15:22,23
One cannot afford to disobey the King
and be in the Kingdom —

Lk 6:46 ... Lord, Lord ... disobeying
Mal 1:6 ... Master ... reverence?

This reverential obedience results in practical
righteousness, which characterises the Kingdom.

eg) Jesus obeyed in baptism (Mt 3:15; Lk 7:30)

2. Life of Victory
Psa 44:4,5 ... You are my King ... victories!

A King always has an enemy —
Satan is the enemy of God and His people.

Jesus calls him “Prince of the World” three times in John;
and in each instance He gives the way of victory —

a) Jn 12:31,32 — Overcoming by the Blood of Christ
(Rev 12:10,11)

b) Jn 14:30,31  — Overcoming by the Love of the Father
(1 Jn 2:15,16)

Being filled with the love of the Father leaves no room
for the devil — No place — “He has nothing in Me”

c) Jn 16:11 — Overcoming by the Power of the Spirit (v7)

The help of the Trinitarian God!

3. Life of Joy
Heb 1:8,9 ... Your Throne ... Kingdom ... Oil of gladness
Rom 14:17 ... Kingdom ... Joy in the Holy Spirit

(v6 — No legalism but liberty)
eg) Diet, Dress, Days — Beware!

Psa 149:2,3 ...  Joyful in their King ... sing, praise, dance
 Restoration of Joyful worship.

Go to seashores, riverbeds, mountainside, etc,
and have full release of praising the King!

4. Life of Meekness
Mt 21:4,5 ... King lowly on a donkey
Psa 45:2,4 ... Grace ... mighty ... majesty ... humility
Mt 5:3 ... poor in spirit (First in the Kingdom sermon)

... “theirs is the Kingdom”
   18:1-4 ... humbling like a child ... great in Kingdom
Lk 12:32 ... Little flock” ... to you the Kingdom

Humble, simple people!
With a concern for the poor (v33)

Js 2:5 ... Poor of this world ... Heirs of Kingdom

A tithe to God’s work — “giving” to God
Another tithe, to the poor — “lending to God”

Our spirits remain humble and poor when we closely
associate with the poor.

Present
(spiritual)
Lk 17:21

Rom 14:17 Millennial
1 Cor 15:25,26

By Christ

Kingdom
(2 aspects)

Future
(literal)

Eternal
vv24,27,28

By the Father
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5. Life of Proclamation
Isa 52:7 ... Beautiful feet ... God reigns!
Rev 10:7/11:15... 7th angel... mystery of God... He Reigns!

Be motivated because ...

We have a —

a) Royal Authority
Isa 6:1,5,8,9 ... King ... send ... go
Mt 28:18,19 ... All authority ... go ...
2 Tim 4:1,2 ... His Kingdom ... Preach

b) Royal Message

Mk 1:14,15 — Jesus’ message
Acts 1:3
Mt 10:7 — The disciples to preach it.
Acts 8:12 — Philip

 20:25 — Paul
 28:31

Psa 145:10-12— All saints
Acts 17:6,7 ... “Jesus is King!”

c) Royal Power
Mt 12:28 ... Spirit ... Demon ... Kingdom

Lk 10:8,9
Mt 4:23 ... Healing & Kingdom
     9:35
Acts 10:38 ... Jesus anointed ... healing

You go and start acting;
then you will see the power manifested.

Gifts are not toys for the drawing room!
Go out to the needy places and people!

6. Life of Suffering
No victory without war; no war without wounds!

Lk 22:28,29 ... My trials ... I bestow My Kingdom

Acts 14:22 ... Many tribulations ... enter Kingdom

2 Thess 1:4,5 ... Worthy of the Kingdom ... you suffer

2 Tim 2:3,12 ... endure ... soldier ... suffer ... reign

Heb 12:2 ... endured the Cross ... sat on the Throne

Rev 1:9 ... Companion in tribulation and the Kingdom

 Final Victory
“Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”

— Repeated occurrence

Psa 110:1 — Prophetical book
Mt 22:44 — History books
Acts 2:35
Heb 1:13 — Doctrinal book

1 Cor 15:25-28 ... God the Father will be ALL IN ALL!
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How to Fulfil your Ministry
Introduction

 All the children of God are called to serve Him
in some way or the other.
We’ve heard so much on

“How to be an Effective & Efficient minister.”

This message is on—
“HOW TO FULFIL YOUR MINISTRY"

 Paul to Timothy: 2 Tim 4:5
 Paul to Archippus: Col 4:17
 Paul’s personal testimony: Acts 20:24

 Fulfilment of ministry is not to be considered as success
in the ministry —
It’s just fulfilling God’s will —

Acts 13:36... David...will of God...served ...slept

1. Make your calling and election sure.
2 Pet 1:10,11 ... No stumbling

... “finishing line” (entrance)

 Do not try to do everything, spreading too thin —
Rom 12:3-5 ... measure of faith

 Do not extend beyond your sphere —
2 Cor 10:13,14... measure ... limits ... appointed

Find out what your “main” calling is.

 The limited scope of the statement —

“The need is the call!”

eg) A house on fire!
— Just because you help to put out the fire;

you don’t become a fire-fighter all your life.

 My main calling—
Not to be a Mission leader but a Bible teacher
with apostolic vision & prophetic clarity —

I kept that as my top priority.
I never sacrificed it for anything else.

If we ourselves do not do it,
God will order events in our lives to drive us into it —

eg) Moses ...  Because of fear ... ran! (Ex 2:15)
 By faith ... forsook! (Heb 11:24,25)

 Can there not be a change in our calling?
Yes! eg) Paul & Silas (Acts 13:1-3)

 Local ministry to translocal ministry

However Paul continued to operate his basic gift
of a “prophet” (Acts 15:32)

 Beware of going after “attractive” ministries!
eg) Bible teachers become Evangelists.

Evangelists become Pastors.

2. Let your progress be evident to all.
1 Tim 4:14,15

 Growth never stops,
especially in the study of the Scriptures —

2 Tim 4:6,7,13 ... Paul even in old age

If you stop growing,
you will start backsliding.

(Salvation ... Satisfaction ... Stagnation)

145
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Keep on knowing God more and more —
1 Jn 2:13a,14a
“Fathers ... because you know the Father!”

 Not attained but pressing forward ... maturity ...
Phil 3:12-16

 If anyone thinks he knows anything ...
1 Cor 8:2

 Reading habits—
Do not look for light reading.

Go for tough and meaty stuff (Heb 5:12-14)
Growth in Discernment

3. Handle difficulties triumphantly.
Disappointments and frustrations will increase
as we approach the closing years of our ministry.

How we handle them is important.

 Loneliness — 2 Tim 4:16 ... “all forsook me”

 Selfishness — Phil 2:19-21 ... “none like Timothy”
(What happened to other faithful men?)

 Ungratefulness — eg) Nehemiah (Neh 5:19;13:14,22,31)

 Fears within and struggles without (2 Cor 7:5)

 Weaknesses, Infirmities, Thorns
(Throne Room experiences balanced by thorn pricks!)

 Wavelength difference of associates —
Jesus ... suffering ... power struggle (Mk 9:31-34)

 Imperfection in the disciples (trainees) —
 “What about this man?” (Jn 21:19-22)

All these things must be “expected;”
then we will not be “surprised.”

Read Psalms again and again.
David had all these problems and so he composed
these songs with “feelings.”

4. Strive to maintain freshness and passion.
Unless there’s freshness and fragrance in what a servant of
God says and does, he will lose his magnetism.
This needs a lot of homework.

 Presence of God — Practise it —
Psa 46:4,5 ... River ... glad ... God in her midst
Acts 2:25,26 ... Fullness of joy ... presence ... tongue ...

 Youthfulness — waiting
Isa 40:29-31 ... youths ... eagles ...

 Relevance — In touch with youngsters
Play with them.
Enjoy their company.

 Zeal & Passion
Grassroot-level contacts.
Tract distribution by George Verwer (OM).
Jesus sent and went.

 Spirit of Sacrifice
Love of money — the root! (1 Tim 6:10,11)
Do not say, “I’ve sacrificed enough!”

5. Relate well to the Body of Christ.
Whatever ministry we do, we must constantly evaluate
how we help the Body of Christ —

Eph 4:16 ... each organ ... growth of Body

 Para-Church ministries, independent or corporate,
must not use Churches to simply support them
but be used to serve the Churches.
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 Not a substitute but a supplement
 Not the building but a scaffolding
 Not a voice “to” the Church but one “in” it
 Help Churches to become parents, not just adopters.

“Paraclete” — Holy Spirit —
He does not glorify Himself
or attract people towards Himself — Jn 16:13-15

 None of the 7 Churches in Revelation abandoned by Christ.
 Just like we stress to be “interdenominational also”

we must strive to be “interorganisational.”
Otherwise we will unconsciously fall

into groupism and sectarianism.
 Can you leave one organisation to join another?

Yes, if there’s suffocation and guidance —
The beneficiary is the Lord and His Kingdom only.

I once thought that if someone left our organisation
he was a sinner! What foolishness!
Permanent commitment to God only.

6. Fit into God’s overall plan for the world.
 God’s people must not think they are God’s pets!

The only thing special about us is that we have received
God’s unmerited favour. Our worth is our unworthiness.

Dt 7:6,7 ... because He loved you ...
We are chosen just to be a “channel” to bless the world —

Gen 12:3b — “In you all the families ...”
eg) We are just a flute —
God plays it to bless an audience, i.e. the World

 Read Newspapers & Journals regularly.
Prophetic words will come from us
only when we are not strangers to world events —

eg) Isaiah (Isa 1:1) — Four Kings

His vision following the death of the first of these Kings (6:1).
Similarly Nehemiah (Neh 1:1,2; 2:1), King Artaxerxes.
Daniel (Dan 1:1; 2:1), King Nebuchadnezzar.

 Not nationalism but patriotism —
eg) Paul boasted of his Roman citizenship

Acts 22:27,28 ... I was born a Roman citizen
   16:37,38 ... uncondemned Romans

 The early Church had a blueprint for world evangelisation—
Acts 1:8 — Gospel Train (Religious Capital to Political Capital)

World Vision: “God so loved the world!”

7. Take care of yourself.

There are three things you must constantly keep in check
if you should fulfill your ministry gloriously —

a) How you live — “The Man”
1 Cor 9:24-27
= A “disciplined” lifestyle (v27a)
not “disarrayed” (v26)

b) What you preach — “The Message”
1 Tim 4:16

Beware of doctrinal deviations!
Consumerism—What people “need” or what they “want?”

c) How you build — “The Materials”
1 Cor 3:10-15

The context: Carnal-mindedness (v3)
Personality cult (vv4-6)
God’s Kingdom or Personal Empires?
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 Conclusion
 Remember all that I’ve said;

God will give you wisdom in all things (2 Tim 2:7).

 Faithful is He who has called you;
He will also fulfil it (1 Thess 5:24).

 The good work God has begun in and thro’ you,
He will complete it until the Day of Christ (Phil 1:6).

 On the last day,
you will be welcomed into the eternal abode with the words—

“Well done, faithful servant;
 you were faithful over a few things,
 I will make you ruler over many things.
 Enter into the Joy of your Lord”

(Mt 25:21,23)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A Prayer Song for Preachers

Spirit of the living God, pray Thy mind through me;
Nothing less than Spirit-power do I ask of Thee.
Purge me, urge me, guide me, hide me—
Spirit of the living God, pray Thy mind through me.

Power of the eternal God, flow Thy power through me;
Holy, Pentecostal power do I ask of Thee.
Lowly, holy, for Thy glory—
Power of the eternal God, flow Thy power through me.

Mercy of the living God, channel love through me;
Nothing less than Calvary love meets the need for me.
Love that’s burning, love that’s yearning—
Mercy of the living God, channel love through me.

Grace of God, eternal grace, reach the lost through me;
Tenderness for every race do I ask of Thee.
Love them, lift them, reach them, teach them—
Grace of God, eternal grace, reach the lost through me.

Life of God, eternal life, pour Thyself through me;
Nothing less than Thine own life do I ask of Thee.
Life compelling, life that’s telling—
Life of God, eternal life, pour Thyself through me.

—Leonard Ravenhill, 1907-1994
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146

Why has God kept you there?
Introduction

 Employment/work is a blessing from God.
— Assigned to man before the fall (Gen 2:8,15).
— “Rest” in Heaven does not mean idleness,

but “service” without tension...
“We will serve Him forever and ever” (Rev 7:15; 22:3,4)

Jesus was a “woodworker” until He was 30;
He was a wonder-worker for 3 years only.

 “Why do I work?”

Viewpoints — a) Non-Christian : To earn bread
b) Christian : To glorify God

1 Cor 10:31 ... Eat ... drink... for the glory of God
   Col   3:17 ... Word or deed ... in the Name

   :23 ... Whatever ... to the Lord.

Non-Christian: Immediate needs
Christian : Ultimate purpose

eg) Dr. Ida Scudder (1870-1959), Founder, CMC, Vellore
“We are not building a hospital,
but we are building God’s Kingdom!”

Wherever you work, believe that God has put you there—

Accept the situation happily —

= “remain” in the calling (1 Cor 7:20-24)
(Repeated ... vv20,24) “IN the Lord”

I
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Whether  the boss is kind or unreasonable
 the working conditions are good or bad
 the salary is high or low

Acceptance of the assignment is the first step
for any achievement or accomplishment.

There are atleast 7 reasons
“WHY GOD HAS KEPT YOU THERE”

1. To demonstrate that we can live HOLY
in this wicked world

 There are many religions but only one Gospel.
... many teachers but only one Saviour.

All religions call us to live holy ...
Only in Christianity we have a God who makes us holy...

His Book is called the “Holy” Bible ...
His Spirit is called the “Holy” Spirit ...

Holiness not just inside Church or home (Zech 14:20,21)
but out in the workplace also.

 Two specific areas — Extremely Important

a) Words (Js 3:2 ... perfect man ... whole body)

Phil 2:14,15 ... amidst crooked generation
lying, abusing, vulgar jokes, swearing ...

Lk 4:22 ... gracious words ... carpenter ...

A morning Prayer — Psa 19:14

First, “words” ...
after errors, faults (vv12,13)

eg) John Wesley’s revival — mine workers stopped
swearing, cursing, filthy words.

b) Sex (1 Cor 6:18 ... Every other sin ...)
Joseph at workspot ... Gen 39:11,12
Flight, not fight ... 2 Tim 2:22

Shun like idolatry ... 1 Cor 10:14 ...

2. To demonstrate that we can be HONEST
in this corrupt world

 Lies to cover up our mistakes in the work.

Blameshifting ...
True manliness: I’m sorry/I’m wrong/ ...

The “first” king  vs.  The “best” king

Difference between King Saul & King David —
Saul the first King:
“The people wanted to save the fatlings”

(1 Sam 15:9,20,21)
David the best King:
“I have sinned ... what shall these sheep do?”

(2 Sam 24:17)
 Bribery

John the Baptist to tax-collectors & soldiers —
Lk 3:12-14

A challenging testimony by Prophet Samuel —
1 Sam 12:3,4,5

(Clear conscience & witness before God & man)

 False accounting/tax evasion/ ...
Rom 13:1,2,6,7 ... Render to all your due ...

 Love of money ... 1 Tim 6:6-11
“How much is enough?” — CONTENTMENT

Whatever work we do,
We are serving God —
We cannot serve God & Money (Lk 16:13)
i.e. Do not become a slave to money ...

“Goodness and mercy” shall follow me (Psa 23:6)
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3. To demonstrate that we can be HARDWORKING
in this lazy world

India is one of the laziest nations in the world.
That’s why matinee shows overflow and matinee idols
become political leaders!

India is similar to Crete (Tit 1:12)
That’s why God has kept us here (v5a)

 Prov 12:24 ... diligent hands ... laziness ...
14:23 ... idle talk vs. labour...

(A slogan during emergency: Talk less; work more!)

Read the Book of Proverbs frequently.

 The Parable of Talents (Mt 25:14-30)
Talents = abilities, skills, gifts, etc.

God expects us to be busy with them (not bury them)
and multiply them.

Do not spiritualize this Parable always.
Do not slacken work by blaming the boss (vv24,25)

 Hard work is an “apostolic” tradition —
2 Thess 3:6-12

Too heavenlyminded to be of any earthly use!

God is a worker (Jn 5:17)
He cannot tolerate people idling with excuses —

“Why do you stand idle all day long?” (Mt 20:6)

Remember, no work is inferior or superior to the other.

 Coffee-break
Punctuality (Avoid coming late and going early)
Excelling in work ... To do better and better

4. To demonstrate that we can be HUMBLE
in this egocentric world

Humility is becoming extinct.
A sign of perilous times — 2 Tim 3:1-4

“boasters ... proud ... headstrong ... haughty”

Our slogan must be: “Not to be served but to serve!”

To be humble —

(a) Respect authority.
Eph 6:5 ... as to Christ

Even to unreasonable bosses —
1 Pet 2:18-20 ... obedience ... conscience
Complain to right people, in the right place
at the right time, with the right attitude.

(b) Do not judge others quickly.
Respect their cultures and convictions
Rom 14:3,4,13 ... stumbling block ...
No culture is inferior or superior to the other.

(c) Do not despise anyone.
Everyone is precious in God’s sight.
Do not say, “Idiot, Fool, etc” (hellfire) ... Mt 5:22

Js 3:8-13 ... fresh and bitter water
 ... good conduct ... meekness of wisdom

(d) Avoid spiritual show-off!
  eg) When you pray ... (Mt 6:5)

When you fast ...  (       :16)

Associate with the simple (Rom 12:16).
Befriend sinners and the sidelined.
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5. To demonstrate that we can maintain HARMONY
in this divided world

Industries and factories have numerous unions
but no unity!

Lack of cooperation and coordination is one main reason
for the slow progress of our country —

One horse can pull 2 Tons
Two horses can pull 23 Tons

 Operation in cooperation —
Isa 41:5-7 ... craftsman ... goldsmith ...

Only Christians can demonstrate this principle best
because that’s what’s learnt in the Church which is a body

1 Cor 12:12-27

Do not try to avoid difficult people —
Prov 27:17 ... Iron sharpens iron ...

 Separation vs. Seclusion
Eating, playing, shopping, etc ...
Friendship vs. Fellowship
Outsiders vs. Insiders (1 Cor 5:9-13)

Do not worry, you can be “raptured” while working
with an unbeliever —

eg) Two men in the field
Two women grinding flour (Lk 17:35,36)

 Jesus: When you visit a family, say, Peace!
Similarly, when you enter a factory, say, Peace!

6. To demonstrate that we can be HELPFUL to others
in this selfish world

 In India, the unemployed outnumber the employed.
Many are breadless.
Our responsibility: Eph 4:28 ... “Work ... to give”

 Christianity is Charity! — (Ref. Outline 113)

eg) Repentance ... John the Baptist ... (Lk 3:8-11)
Salvation ... Zacchaeus (Lk 19:8,9)
Fasting ... Is this the fast ... (Isa 58:6,7)
Ministry ... The poor have the Gospel ... (Mt 11:5)
Judgment ... Sheep & goats (Mt 25:31-46)

Charity is not Christianity,
but Christianity is charity!

 Help the weak and less intelligent people at workspot.
Modern trend: “Survival of the fittest.”

God will be pleased with acts of consideration and kindness.
Befriend the less attractive & non-impressive persons.

 Be a Good Samaritan.

7. To declare that we can be HOPEFUL
in this pessimistic world

 The first six reasons are for demonstration;
this seventh one concerns declaration.

 1 to 6: Walk (Life)
    7: Talk (Lips)

Walk the Talk; Talk the Walk!

How?
(a) People worry for tomorrow.

Teach them Mt 6:25-34

(b)People are anxious & troubled about many things.
Teach them the power of prayer —

Phil 4:6,7
(c) Witness for Christ.

Share the Gospel message conversationally.
Use simple language.
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Don’ts while sharing the Gospel —

a) Don’t brag! (showy)
— called to glow, not glare!

To see the light, not the candle (Mt 5:16)

b) Don’t nag!
Col 4:5,6 ... SALT
— No overdose/People will start hating you.

c) Don’t lag!
— In the work be smart.

Don’t be looking at the watch all the time.

d) Don’t sag!
— Be joyful. This is contagious.

 Conclusion

We talked about a wicked world,
corrupt world,
lazy world,
egocentric world,
divided world,
selfish world and
pessimistic world.

The City of Babylon represents all these —
Rev 18:2,4,5

Centuries ago, God kept four young men in this City —
The Book of Daniel exemplifies all these seven lessons —

1. Holy — Daniel purposed not to defile himself (1:8)

2. Honest — Daniel faultless (6:4)
Not interested in gift from King (5:17)

3. Hardworking — 4 young men 10 times better (1:20)

4. Humble — King Nebuchadnezzar:
 “God is able to abase who walk proudly” (4:37)

5. Harmonious — Daniel & Friends and other officers
(2:17,18)

6. Helpful — “O King ... break off your sins by being
 kind to the poor” (4:27)

7. Hopeful — The Son of Man ... All dominion given
to Him ... He’ll rule in peace (7:13,14)

“What’s the end?” (12:8-10)
Many shall be purified!

That’s why God has kept you there!
You are the light ... You are the salt!

(Study the Outlines 147 & 148 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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147

Worship in Workshop
Introduction

 Revivals of the past —

John Wesley (1703-1791)  Factory workers
Charles Finney (1792-1875)  were converted
D.L. Moody (1837-1899)  in thousands.

 Dignity of labour —

 God planted a garden (Gen 2:8)

 Man was assigned work even before sin (Gen 2:15)

 Great men were so-called “secular” workers —

Moses — Shepherd + Soldier
David — Shepherd + Statesman
Daniel — Statesman
Nehemiah — Cupbearer
Jesus — Carpenter
Peter & John — Fishermen
Paul — Tentmaker

 Close friends of the apostles were tradesmen —

Peter with Simon a tanner (Acts 9:43)
Paul with Aquila & Priscilla,

Tentmakers (Acts 18:3)
Apostolic tradition: No work, no food! (2 Thess 3:7-10)

 World: “Work is Worship.”
Bible: “Worship is Work.”

Convert Work into Worship (1 Cor 10:31)
Any place! (Jn 4:21)

How to turn Work into Worship:
Lessons from the life of Daniel —
1. Believe you are where you are by God’s plan.

 Daniel did not go to Babylon following a dramatic call
to foreign missions!
He was simply a victim of circumstances —

Dan 1:3,4,6 ... besieged ... palace ...

 Don’t draw lines between the so-called fulltime worker
and secular worker —

Dan 6:20 ... Servant of “God!”

We are all “God’s servants” working in factories,
offices or schools!

Rev 1:6 ... Kings & Priests

Read: “Secular Work is Fulltime Work” by Larry Peabody

2. Live a clean life committed to God.
 Do not say, it’s impossible to live holy in a factory

atmosphere.

Daniel’s Surrounding —
a) Magic, sorcery, etc (Dan 2:2/Dt 18:10-12)
b) Drunkenness & idolatry (Dan 5:1-4)
c) Envious coworkers (Dan 6:4,5)

 Daniel’s “decision”—
Dan 1:8 ... not to defile himself ...

Similarly, Joseph in his workspot —
Gen 39:11,12,9

Have you made a commitment like this to God?

 Do not blame your companions/coworkers —
1 Cor 5:9-12 ... go out of the world?
Jn 17:15 ... not out of the world ...

Jesus’ Prayer
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1 Jn 5:4,5 ... Overcome by faith ...
4:4 ... Greater is He ...

3. Be honest, smart and efficient in your work.
 Daniel excelled his fellows —

Dan 1:19,20 ... ten times better ...

Spirit of wisdom upon Bezaleel for fine workmanship —
Ex 31:1-5

 35:30-35

Ask God for this wisdom — Js 1:5

 Slothfulness is condemned —
Prov 18:9 ... brother of destroyer ...
Mt 25:26,30 ... wicked and lazy servant ...

 Christians must “specialize” in skills —
A negative example: 1 Sam 13:19-21

 Idle talk during working hours —
Prov 14:23 ... idle chatter ... poverty ...
Eccl 9:10 ... Stop work only after

going to the grave!
Avoid swearing and filthy words.
Commit your tongue to God.

4. Obey all authority.
 Daniel’s testimony —

Dan 6:22 ... O King ... no wrong before you

 Clear NT teaching —
Rom 13:1,2,4 ... God is behind all authority
Eph 6:5,6 ... No eye service
1 Tim 6:1,2 ... Especially believing bosses
Tit 2:9,10 ... No talking back!

 Do not react to injustice meted out to you—
1 Pet 2:18-24 ... suffering wrongfully
eg) Joseph — a faithful worker

First blow — Sold to Egypt
Second blow — Potiphar — Thrown into prison
Third blow — The butler forgot for two years.

Promotion comes from the Lord —

Psa 75:6,7 ... neither from East or West
Prov 22:29 ... excels in work ... before kings
Col 3:22-24 ... reward from the Lord

 Pray for the bosses —

1 Tim 2:1-2 ... prayers ... kings ... authority

5. Maintain a regular devotional life.
 Prayer

Dan 6:10 ... Thrice: Before work commences
During lunch-break
At the end of the day

 Bible meditation
Dan 9:2 — Follow a Scripture Reading Plan.

Carry a pocket Testament to read during
free hours.

 Fasting & self examination
Dan  9:3-5,20 ... fasting ... prayer ... confession

 Godliness with contentment is great gain —

Dan 5:17 ... King’s gifts and rewards ...
Lk 3:14 ... Be satisfied with your wages ...
1 Tim 6:6-11 ... Be satisfied with

what God has provided.
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Lust for “things”— Beware of Buy-Now-Pay-Later schemes!

6. Be a faithful witness for the Gospel.
 Daniel’s success —

Dan 6:25-28 ... God of Daniel ...

 Our jobs are the lampstands —

Mt 5:14,15 ... light to all ...
Phil 2:15 ... lights ... crooked generation

 Two extremes to be avoided:

— Cornering every person anytime.
This will develop a tension and aversion.

— Never opening the mouth to witness.

 How to do it —

a) Join committed Christians to regularly
pray for the salvation of the coworkers.

Dan 1:17,18 (Workshop/Office prayer cells)
1 Tim 2:1,3,4 ... all men to be saved
Be specific in your prayers.

b) Share the Gospel conversationally.
Do not preach.

eg) Jesus — Samaritan Woman (Jn 4)
Paul — In the marketplace (Acts 17:17)

Do not be a witless witness!
eg)Barber shop — Keeping the shaving razor

 near the throat of the
 customer, and asking him,
 “Are you ready to die?”

Hospital — TB Ward — Distributing the tract,
 titled, “Thou shalt surely die!”

c) Be soft with others, especially the opposers —
Col 4:5,6 ... speech seasoned with salt
1 Pet 3:15 ... answer in defence ... meekness

Never lose your patience.
Remember how patient God is with you.

d) Take special effort to live an exemplary life
to back your witness —

Dan 6:4 ... faithful ... no error ... fault
1 Pet 2:11,12 ... conduct ... good works

e) Neglect not the work —
Dan 8:26,27 ... sick ... King’s business
1 Thess 4:10b-12 ... (All chapters end with

 Second Coming)
2 Thess 3:10-12 ... busybodies ... disorderly

 Conclusion
You don’t need to be found in a Church building
or a Convention meeting to be raptured!

Mt 24:40,41 ... field ... kitchen ...

(Study the Outlines 146 & 148 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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148

Heavenly Work on Earth
Introduction

We must not overdifferentiate between
the secular and the sacred,
as far as our vocation is concerned —

1 Cor 10:31 ... whatever ... glory of God

The principles to be followed in Christian “ministry”
are to be the same for earthly “work” also.

Prophet Isaiah’s vision of the Heavenly Court in Isaiah 6
is full of practical lessons for our work/job —

1. An Honourable Work
“throne ... high ... temple” (Isa 6:1)

Isaiah ministered in the reign of 4 important kings (Isa 1:1)
Now he sees the King of kings! (Isa 6:5b)

Peter (fisherman): We are a ROYAL priesthood (1 Pet 2:9)

Do not give place to inferiority complex.
No work inferior/superior to the other.

eg) Eye  Hand: 1 Cor 12:20-25

Paul had problems and difficulties, but he maintained
a “royal” spirit —

“ambassadors” (2 Cor 5:20)

Ida Scudder, Founder, CMC, Vellore: We are not building
a Medical School/Hospital, but the Kingdom of God.

2. A Hidden Work
“wings ... covered ... face ... feet” (Isa 6:2)

Ministries these days are specialising in pomp
and show, popularity and celebrity.

But God is pleased with secret and silent work —
eg) Mt 6:1,5,16 ... charity ... prayer ... fasting

No eye-service — Eph 6:5,6
eg) The vital organs of our body are hidden!

Quiet work may not be applauded here
but will be rewarded There (Eccl 9:14-17).

3. A Hurried Work
“flew ... flew” (Isa 6:2b,6)

We cannot fulfil God’s will if we lose the sense of urgency —
Eph 5:16,17 ... redeem time ... will of God

Fastness must be coupled with faithfulness.
Speed must be coupled with sincerity.

For “any” work!
eg)  2 Chr 24:4,5
Joash ... 7 year old King — What a drive!

Jesus: I must finish quickly because the night is coming.
Jn 9:4
I am coming quickly (Rev 22:20).

Understand the evils of Postponement & Procrastination.
Train your mind and body to think and act fast.
The first picture of Satan is that of a “serpent”

known for its swiftness!
Away with laziness/lethargy!
Early-risers are usually brisk thro’out the day.

4. A Harmonious Work
“one cried to another” (Isa 6:3a)
Coordination!
Seraphim (plural) — Seraph (singular)
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= burning ones (Heavenly creatures)

— They are burning, fiery, gliding, angelic beings.
— Flamelike angels

Cherubim — around the Throne (Psa 99:1; Rev 4:6)
Seraphim — above the Throne (Isa 6:2a)

Heb 1:7 —
We as God’s ministers must be like a flame of fire!

Fire mixes with fire without any problem!
Coworkers must not be like oil and water!

Team spirit —
Isa 41:6,7 ... Operation in cooperation
Jer 3:17,18 ... No individualistic spirit
“no stubbornness of heart ... Judah ... Israel ... together”

 Why God puts difficult individuals together:
“Iron sharpens iron” (Prov 27:17)

That’s why Jesus sent the disciples “two by two” (Lk 10:1)

 How much we can accomplish
if we care not who gets the credit!

 It matters not who pounds the paddy,
provided it becomes rice. (A Tamil proverb)

5. A Holy Work
“Holy ... Holy ... Holy” (Isa 6:3)
“unclean lips” (v5)
“iniquity removed ... sin purged” (v7)

Integrity/Honesty/Sincerity/Transparency
Corruption: Field of Sports/Educational Institutions/

Religious Organisations/Business/Politics

The “royal” priesthood is a “holy” nation (1 Pet 2:9)
Jer 23:5,6 ... King ... righteousness

Satan’s majority: Along the tide
God’s minority: Against the tide

One of the perils of expansion is the loss of
quality —
Hos 4:7 ... increased ... sinned

A conscious realisation —
I’m working “under God.”
“He” sees me.

Temptations plenty in workspots —
eg) Joseph (Gen 39:11)

6. A Happy/Hilarious Work
“one to another ... glory!” (Isa 6:3b)
Joy of Heaven on “the earth.”
Even though the earth was corrupt —

 (“unclean ... hard” — v10)

God wants us to serve Him joyfully.

Do not allow difficulties to depress you —
Learn to rejoice amidst suffering and problems

Acts 20:22-24 ... chains ... joy ...

Family problems/Health setback/Financial crisis/etc.
Say: This is the day God has made ... rejoice — (Psa 118:24)

Problems of others bigger than ours.

Our efficiency is low when our spirit is low —

Neh 8:10 ... joy ... strength

7. A Holy Spirit Work
“Temple shaken and filled with smoke (fire)” (Isa 6:4)
“Temple filled with robe (mantle)” (v1)
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Let’s learn to depend more and more on the power
of the Holy Spirit —

Lk 24:46-49 — “until” is also for renewal.

 Learn to depend on God above your education/
training/skill/experience (Prov 3:5,6)

 When crushed by demands, turn to God —
 otherwise, irritability, ...

 Importance of Quiet Time — Learning from the example
of Jesus (Lk 4:14:15; Acts 10:38)

Don’t keep running about without refuelling/recharging

Increase prayer when the work increases (Lk 5:15,16)

8. A Humble Work
“Woe is me ... I’m undone” (Isa 6:5a)
After six “woes” on “others” in Chapter 5

Abundance and success made King Uzziah proud —
2 Chr 26:7,10,14-16
(Similar to Lucifer — Ezek 28:17)

Get rid of the Uzziah spirit and catch the Isaiah spirit.

William Carey: “No, I’m not a shoemaker, but only a cobbler!”

Greatness of the work is measured by the brokenness
of the worker (Isa 66:1,2)

Job satisfaction is different from inflation of ego.
God gives more grace to the humble (Js 4:6)

Opposites: Arrogance/Disrespect/Despising others

9. A Hearty Work
“Here am I, Send me” (Isa 6:8)

The spirit of volunteering should never be lost
in any situation and work.

Do not wait for any work to be forced on you.
(Hearty worker x Hesitant worker)

Do not be asking, What will “I” get?

Pray like David for enthusiasm (Psa 51:12b,13)
Work like King Hezekiah (2 Chr 31:21)

Christ the greatest Volunteer! (Psa 40:7-10)
The Father did not force anything on the Son;
it was all by “Himself” (Phil 2:8)

10. A Hard Work
Hard people (Isa 6:9-11)
People of unclean lips (v5)

eg)  See how Paul trained Timothy (2 Tim 2:3-6)
 Soldier — blood
 Athlete — sweat
 Farmer — labour

Resist the temptation to withdraw from tough jobs.

Beware of the middle-age crisis.
Catch the Caleb spirit! (Josh 14:6-12)

Are you “already” forty or “only” forty?

 Conclusion
A 10-fold promise —
Jer 51:20-23

You will become God’s Hammer!
“with you ... I will”
i.e. God’s operation & our cooperation

If the conditions studied in Isaiah are fulfilled,
the promises said in Jeremiah will be fulfilled!

(Study the Outlines 146 & 147 also.)
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Why are Teachers ineffective?
Introduction

President’s award for the best teacher:
(Teachers Day: Sept 5)

— Based on EFFICIENCY
— Only a few get it.

God’s reward:
— Based on EFFECTIVENESS
— Anyone can get it.

 Efficiency ... measured by Output — Performance
Effectiveness ... measured by Outcome — Product

 Efficient people do things right.
Effective people do right things.

 An Efficient teacher improves the student’s learning.
An Effective teacher invests himself in the student’s life.

 An Efficient teacher ... Concerned about result in exams.
An Effective teacher ... Burdened to leave impact in society.

Immediate benefit
Ultimate blessing

 An Efficient teacher produces best students.
An Effective teacher produces best citizens.

 Efficiency depends on a person’s calibre.
Effectiveness depends on a person’s character.

 Medical profession — the noblest!
Teaching profession — the toughest & most risky!

(Js 3:1,2)

Doctor (Latin) = Teacher
= A person who repairs things

(Heals bodies/Shapes lives)
doctrine = teaching

 Students — Either “raw” (unformed)
or “wrong” (twisted)

“raw” — Start building — only learning
“wrong” — pull down and then build

— Unlearning and learning
 What the teacher “is” is more important than

what the teacher “says.”

This is God’s concern for every teacher (Rom 2:21a)

Why teachers are ineffective —
1. Casualness

This is an age of casualness.
eg) casual wear more expensive than formal wear!
casual = relaxed/take it easy

You can be casual at home or marketplace
but not in the workspot.

Yesteryear teachers: Suit.
Shirts tucked in dhoties!

What’s in a dress?
The way you dress speaks of your attitude.

Lack of seriousness.
No wholeheartedness.

A call for giving ourselves totally to the work —
OT — Eccl 9:10 — “With all your might”
NT — Col 3:23  — “With all your mind”
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eg) for Diligence: Luke (Lk 1:1-4)
Jude (Jude 3)   Both writers

Love your work.
Look at it as “God’s calling” in your life.

Only when you do anything with “delight,”
you’ll do it with “might.”

If you do it merely as a “duty,”
it will soon become a “drudgery.”

2. Callousness
(Latin root = hard, thick skin)

Becoming insensitive.
No feeling, but hyperactive.
Youngsters can easily find it out—

eg)My school teachers — emotionally attached to me —
I knew they loved me.
(I’ve dedicated this book to the memory of my Headmaster)

The most important feeling — “LOVE” (1 Cor 13:1-3)

eg) God’s “feeling” before “doing” —

a) Giving His Son — Jn 3:16
b) Working miracles — Lk 7:13,14
c) Missionary call — Mt 9:36,37

Shower extra love on weak students;
that’s God’s character (1 Cor 1:27)

3. Convenience
Doing only what's convenient —

No sacrifice — No hardship — No initiative

“Spend and be spent” (2 Cor 12:15)

— Though students may be ungrateful,
that must not discourage us.

Look at the tuition masters —
They sacrifice their leisure time, privacy, family, etc.,

 all for some extra money.
If only teachers will show the same attitude
in the regular classrooms!

 Comfort and convenience seekers will be easily upset
and get angry with others —
We cannot bless our students unless we’re patient
with them.

 Don’t think you are doing a favour to students in teaching
them —
It’s your obligation — a) You are called.

b) You are paid.
 Don’t be lazy or lethargic.

Be brisk and buoyant.
(Most of my school teachers used to walk fast;
so do I today!)

Briskness starts from when you get up in the morning.

 The harder you work the better you’ll become —

Your skills will be sharpened.
Your talents will be multiplied.
— the lesson of the Parable of Talents (Mt 25:29)

4. Complacency
Self-satisfaction ... Smugness ...
This leads to stagnation.

Maintaining the initial enthusiasm is no doubt
an uphill task but it’s rewarding (Heb 6:11,12)

Routine kills. Humdrum is boring.
A systematic devotional life keeps us afresh and aflame.
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Sing everyday: “This is the day ...” (Psa 118:24)

“Those who wait on the Lord ...” (Isa 40:31)

Ask God for pleasantness, prudence, patience.

 Only an enthusiastic teacher can inspire students —
Smile ... Sensible ... Soft

 Jesus an enthusiastic Teacher:
How many stories to explain the Kingdom!—

eg) Mt 13 & 25
Wheat & tares — Agriculture
Leaven & woman — Kitchen
Treasure in field — Real estate
Merchant of pearls — Commerce
Fishnet — Fishing industry
10 Virgins — Wedding
Talents — Stewardship

 Why I chose Civil Engineering?

— The way the Professor handled a simple subject
like “Building Materials” — (stone, brick, wood, steel)

 Everytime I repeat a sermon,
I try to improve my notes.

Keep improving your notes of lessons each year.
Read newspapers and gather information.
How I improve my language — Dictionary, Thesaurus.

“A teacher is no more a teacher
when he is no more a learner!”

5. Crookedness
This refers to our inner character — a spiritual issue.

The world looks for qualifications;
but God looks for quality!

Dishonesty ... Hypocrisy ... Partiality
Can it be there as long as we are sincere in the work?

No! — Students learn by “reading” our lives rather than
“hearing” our lectures — (2 Cor 3:2,3)

A call to commit your life to Christ —
(vv4,5)

He who has called you (to be a teacher) is faithful;
He will perfect everything concerning you (1 Thess 5:24).

 Conclusion
No more casualness but diligence.
No more callousness but love.
No more convenience but sacrifice.
No more complacency but enthusiasm.
No more crookedness but integrity of heart.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



874873

150

How to Finish a Work
Introduction

One of the characters of the Old Testament who has
inspired us most in Christian ministry is Nehemiah.

Let’s read thro’ the entire book.

The most interesting thing about Nehemiah was
that he was a layman (King’s Cupbearer).

— The most trusted assistant
He has made 7 strong statements of determination —

1. I cannot lose the BURDEN.
2:1-3 ... Why should I not be sad?

No burden means no prayer:
1:4 ... wept ... fasted ... praying ...

Mt 9:36-38 ... moved ... compassion ... pray therefore
Isa 53:11 ... travail of His soul ... satisfied ...

2. I cannot be SELFISH.
1:1,2 ... Citadel ... news of Jerusalem ...
5:14-18 ... I did not eat the Governor’s provisions

No progress without sacrifice.
Selflessness has become rare —

among Christians and leaders:
Phil 2:20,21 ... all seek their own ...

   3:17-19 ... God is their belly ...

Three areas of covetousness (Acts 20:33) —
eg) Josh 7:21 ... garment ... silver ... gold ...

3. I cannot REST or RELAX.
4:22,23 ... did not take off our clothes ...
3:5 (white-collared men)

Laziness/sleepiness in harvestime —
Prov 10:5 ... sleep in harvest ... shame

Satisfaction leads to stagnation.
The Father & His Son continuously working —

Jn 5:16,17 ... Father ... working ... I also ...

4. I cannot COMPROMISE.
6:3 ... “I cannot come down!”

Beware of sidetracking!
Sidetracking among God’s Servants very common.

Too many Christians are doing
too many unnecessary things.

Or, Everybody is trying to do everything!
Acts 6:2 ... serving of tables not our job

Don’t become a victim to peoples’ imaginations —
Neh 6:8 ... you invent in your own heart

Let them think what they want!

5. I cannot FEAR.
6:11-14 ... Shall I flee ... hide?

Today’s religion promotes riskless ministries.
“Temple, Prophets, Prophetess”

6. I cannot DEFILE myself.

1:6,7 — Beginning of the book
13:23-30 — End of the book

Loss of holiness leaves us as hollow trees.
We must not unconsciously neglect inner purity.

People may put flowers and burn candles on tombs;
but it’s stinking inside!
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7. I cannot be STINGY.
10:39 ... We will not neglect God’s house
13:10-12 ... Rulers ... people ... grain, wine, oil

We cannot be successful in raising money for God’s work
or challenging people to be liberal unless we ourselves
are liberal in giving —

1 Chr 29:2-6 ... David: “I’ve given my own gold
and silver ... Who then is willing this day?”

This was the principle on which George Muller (1805-1898)
did God’s work.

 Conclusion
Unless each Christian and Servant of God
take these decisions and abide by them, the total Restoration
in the Church and Evangelisation of the world
cannot be witnessed in our generation.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Divine Mercy & Human Relationships
Introduction
 The most oft-repeated character of God in the Bible —

“His mercy endures forever”
In Psalm 136 ... 26 times (A to Z !)
Elsewhere in the Bible ... 11 times.
Totally 37 times!

 The one condition to receive God’s mercy —
Mt 5:7 ... Blessed are the merciful;

they shall obtain mercy.

See how serious this condition is —
2 Sam 22:26 ... With the merciful

You will show Yourself merciful ...
(See also Psa 18:25)

Prophet Micah challenges us —
Mic 6:8 ... What does the Lord require

of you but to love mercy?
How to be merciful to one another —
1. Flush out all bitterness.

 Heb 12:14,15 ... peace ... root of bitterness
Otherwise we will lose the “grace” of God.

God has called us to be
“vessels of mercy” (Rom 9:23,24)

— so we can bless others (Psa 67:1,2)

 Anger, if it stays long, becomes bitterness —
Eph 4:26,27 ... before sunset
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How to subdue it?
“Meditate” on bed — (Psa 4:4)
 “After all he/she is just human!”

eg) “My Spirit shall not always strive ... after all flesh!”
 His anger very brief (Gen 6:3; Psa 30:5)

Anger  Bitterness  Vengeance
Rom 12:16-21

 Remember how much God has forgiven us —
Mt 18:23-35 ... 10,000 talents ... 100 denarii
(Merciful High Priest — Heb 2:17,18; 4:15,16)

If we don’t show mercy, we will not receive any mercy —
Js 2:12,13 ... Mercy triumphs over judgment

 There may be many mistakes on the other side —
So what?
Col 3:12,13 ... If there’s any complaint ...

Being nice to those who are nice to us is no great thing —
Lk 6:32-36 ... Even sinners do that.
As your Father is merciful

How to do it —
— Ask God for His help.

To pour out His love.

— Try to forget.
i.e. Do not keep thinking about it.

— Do some positive good.

2. Free yourself of all selfishness.
 Js 3:16 ... selfishness & envy

i.e. I must have it— others should not have it!
Twin evils!

All sorts of “confusion” —
Solution: vv17,18 ... “full of mercy”

Do not boast of your “smartness”
It may be demonic wisdom (v15)

Two kinds of Wisdom: From Above.
Not from Above.

Lucifer is known for his wisdom, mind you!

— It’s on the basis of God’s “mercy,”
Paul appeals for selflessness —

Phil 2:1 ... God’s mercies
:3,4 ... self-interests ... others’ interests.

Give preference to others —
Rom 12:10 ... honour ... preference ...

— Bear one another’s burdens ...
Gal 6:5 ... routine duties

   :2 ... unusually heavy load
Uphold the weak — 1 Thess 5:14

— Do not sink in self-sympathy
2 Cor 1:3,4 ... Father of mercies ... comforts us

... comfort others ...
Make loving enquiries.

— Do not gossip other people’s problems —
How much we try to keep our family problems,
domestic and children’s problems a secret!

Without maintaining “confidentiality,”
we cannot “comfort” or “counsel” anyone.

— Just because no one is encouraging you,
do not stop encouraging others —

Do to others what you desire others to do to you.

Not just “edify” = preach, but “encourage” (1 Thess 5:11)
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Some problems — like “death” — cannot be solved —

Simply encourage “with these words” of
Second Coming & Future (1 Thess 4:18)

3. Follow servant-leadership pattern.
— Mt 20:25-28 ... Not like Gentiles ... “serve”

Context: lobbying (vv20,21,24)

— Servant leadership means “mutual” submission ...
Paul: Eph 5:21 ... under God ... “in the fear of”
Peter: 1 Pet 5:5 ... elders and youngsters

— Understanding the mercy of God makes one a good leader
Prov 20:28 ... mercy ... king ... throne ...
Isa 16:5 ... mercy ... throne ...

This does not mean we compromise: “mercy and truth”
FIRST, mercy ... Psa 85:10

89:14
Prov 16:6

How to be
strict without being legalistic?

How to
exercise spiritual authority without being authoritative?

The answer: “Mercy of God”

Ex 25:21 ... Law inside the Ark ...
Mercy Seat above the Ark!

If we separate it, it will kill people.

This was so even under the OT!
What about the New?

Heb 8:10,12 ... My laws ... merciful ...

— Even admonishing should be “mutual” ...
Rom 15:14 ... admonish one another ...
Col 3:16 ... admonishing one another ...

Even if someone is disorderly,
do not treat him like an “enemy” but as a “brother”—

2 Thess 3:14,15

— Do not write off people quickly.
eg) The merciful mariners

— even after the lot fell on Jonah! (Jonah 1:7-13)

Because there’s so much of bad in the best of us
and so much of good in the worst of us,
do not judge anyone too quickly.

4. Fight disunity at all cost.
 Paul’s appeal for oneness was on the basis of the “mercies”

of God — Phil 2:1,2

i.e. when we are compassionate and considerate
with the kindness and mercies of God,
coexistence becomes possible.

 Any true Revival cannot be separated from
spiritual unity—

eg) Ezek 37 ... dry bones
The very first outcome:
Judah and Joseph brought together (vv16-22).

 Coexistence of two Christian workers has become
very difficult.

Such warring individuals need help from spiritual-minded
people —

eg) Phil 4:2-5 ... help these women ...
The appeal is for “gentleness”
margin: graciousness/forbearance

= mercy
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“mercy” (grace) & “peace” go together —
Gal 6:16  “mercy & peace”
Js 3:17,18 ... Peacemakers

Most of the greetings at the beginning of the Epistles ...
“Grace & Peace”

5. Felicitate one another wholeheartedly.
 Importance of greeting one another —

Rom 16:3-16 ... “Greet” ... 17 times!

It was when Mary greeted Elizabeth, the baby John leaped!
(Lk 1:39-44)

— A warm handshake
— A broad smile
— A bright look (A friendly look)
— An affectionate hug
— A holy kiss

The apostles not only greeted the recipients of their Epistles,
they also urged them to “greet one another”—

2 Cor 13:12/1 Pet 5:14

 Morning greeting —
Lam 3:22,23 ... mercies ... new every morning.

 Bless people with words of —
appreciation
congratulation
encouragement
assurance

Angel greeted Mary (Lk 1:28) ... “Rejoice!”
Jesus greeted the disciples (Mt 28:9) ... “Rejoice!”

 You will have “good days” when you bless others! —
1 Pet 3:8-10a
You will have less tension!

152

Words & Relationships
Introduction

More than actions, WORDS play an important role
in human relations.

— Jesus speaks against abusive words (Mt 5:22)
— Peter points out the right use of tongue (1 Pet 3:10)
— Paul encourages edifying words (Eph 4:29,31)
— James urges us not to stumble in word (Js 1:19; 3:1-12)

 David Weiss in Readers Digest, March 1988, has given
7 techniques by which to improve human relations
through “words.”

Here’s a brief study of the same in Biblical light —

1. The SIX most important words:
“I - admit - I - made - a - mistake.”
Truth is shorter than fiction!
It’s only manliness to accept one’s mistake.

 A challenge by the Psalmist —
Psa 19:12a ... Who can understand his errors?

 An example of forgetfulnes honestly confessed —
Gen 41:9 ... I remember my faults this day

(40:13,14,23)

 It’s arrogance to think we are infallible —
Js 3:2a ... We all stumble in many things ...

 Healing into a very bad situation —
Js 5:16 ... confess your faults ... pray ...



884883

2. The FIVE most important words:

“You - did - a - good - job.”
It’s pride that prevents us from appreciating others.

 Do to others what you expect from them (Lk 6:31).

 Lk 16:8a ... A rich man commending his steward

 Mt 25:21,23 ... Welldone ... good ... faithful servant
This is how we can encourage one another.

3. The FOUR most important words:

“What - is - your - opinion?”
 Beware of the know-it-all attitude (1 Cor 8:2)

 Blessings of consultation —
Prov 11:14 ... safety

 15:22 ... successful execution of plans
 24:6 ... victory in conflicts

Even Jesus consulted His disciples —
Mt 17:25 ... What do you think, Simon?

4. The THREE most important words:

“If - you - please ...”
Avoid rudeness; practise politeness.

 Do not thrust yourself on others —
Rom 15:2 ... please his neighbour ...
1 Cor 10:33 ... I please all men

5. The TWO most important words:

“Thank - you.”

Even God expects it!

If we cannot thank men we have seen,
how shall we thank God we have not seen?

Thankfulness in heart not sufficient;
it must be expressed (Lk 6:45) —

Col 3:15c ... Be thankful
2 Tim 3:1,2 ... perilous times ... unthankful ...

6. The ONE most important word:
“We”

 1 Cor 3:6-9 ... We are God’s fellow-workers ...
 planter ... irrigator ...

 The loftiest example —
Jn 14:23 ... My Father and I ... We ...

7. The LEAST important word:
“I”

 John the Baptist’s desire:
Jn 3:30,31 ... I must decrease

 Jesus’ testimony about John:
Mt 11:11 ... None greater than John ...

 Frequent use of the words, “What I say is ...,”
to be avoided in group discussions.

 “He who exalts himself shall be abased”
A repeated statement of Jesus —

Mt 23:12; Lk 14:11; 18:14
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Guidelines for Group Discussions

1. Remember the old ways.
Old Paths ... Ask for them ... Jer 6:16
We are but of  yesterday ... Job 8:8,9
Pharoah who knew not Joseph ... Ex 1:8/Acts 7:18

         Judg 2:10
2. Retain spiritual perception.

Natural man’s inability ... 1 Cor 2:14
Letter kills ... 2 Cor 3:6
Epistles not with ink ... 2 Cor 3:3
Whenever Moses is read ... 2 Cor 3:15-17

3. Respect (Revere) the prophetic.
Jerusalem council ... Acts 15:13-22
Gifts of Word of Wisdom, Word of Knowledge, Prophecy,
Discerning of spirits (1 Cor 12:7-10).

(“Desire” ... 14:1)
The Holy Spirit’s guidance

4. Regard everyone equally.
Too strict with some ... too soft with others

1 Tim 5:21,22 ... prejudice ... partiality ...
Be redemptive & restorative in dealing rather than being

judgmental ... Gal 6:1-5
(burdens ... load)

eg) Footwashing — Water not to be too cold or too hot.
Forget not to wipe with towel.

Wash “one another’s” feet (Jn 13:14,15)—
No right to if we are not open to correction ourselves.

5. Resist not change.
New wine ... new bottles ... Mt 9:17
Behold, I’ll do a new thing ... Isa 43:19
Change of concepts ... “sour grapes”

Ex 20:5,6; Ezek 18:1-3

6. Restrain emotional outbursts.
Swift to listen ... slow to wrath ...
Man’s wrath does not work ... Js 1:19,20
Generate more light, not heat.

7. Relax to postpone if necessary.
Time not ripe yet ... Jn 7:2-9
Capacity not sufficient ... Jn 16:12
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Lessons from Babel
The story of Babel from Genesis 11
gives crucial lessons for Christian workers —

1. Don’t go for substitutes.
v3, “... brick for stone ... asphalt for mortar”

We have alternatives/substitutes for everything these days—

Saccharin for Sugar
Artificial flavour for Fruit juice
Synthetic material for Timber

In religion, Traditions for God’s Word (Mk 7:8,9)
Today’s trend: Maximum profit for minimum effort;

Quick results

But God does not work that way.

Building with “wood, hay and straw” may be faster
than building with “gold, silver and precious stones;”
but the fire will test the sort of work —

1 Cor 3:12,13

2. Don’t seek a name or fame.
v4, “build ourselves a city ... a name for ourselves”

Compare with God’s promise to Abraham in the
very next chapter —

“I” will make your name great ... (Gen 12:2)

God’s rebuke:
Jer 45:5 ... Do you seek great things for yourself?

Seek not!

Attempt great things FOR GOD!

Today’s trend: Titles, Photographs, Names, ...

Jesus’ rebuke:
Lk 11:43 ... Woe to you ... love best seats ... greetings ...

14:11 ... Whoever exalts himself will be abased ..

Jesus’ pattern:
Phil 2:5-9 ... made Himself of no reputation ...

 humbled Himself ... a servant ...

Beware of personality cults!
1 Cor 3:3-5 ... I am of Paul ... I am of Apollos ...

3. Don’t aim for bigness.
v4, “... a tower whose top is in the heavens”

Bigness is not greatness.
When we aim for bigness,
we usually become unfaithful in “small things”

(Mt 25:21,23)
Bribery, False Accounting, Exaggeration, etc.

Lk 12:32 ... Little flock ... Kingdom ...
Mt 18:4 ... little child ... greatest in the Kingdom

The end does not justify the means.
Not “how much” but “how.”
Do not sacrifice quality for quantity.
Beware of the religious rat race!
Work for growth, not popularity.

4. Don’t depend on human strength.
v6, “... nothing they propose will be withheld”
10:8-10 ... Nimrod ... mighty hunter ... Babel ...

Even godly men at times fail to seek God,
but depend on their strength —
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Abraham ... Ishmael
Jacob ... Manipulation
Moses ... Killing the Egyptian
Peter ... Though all may leave You, ...

Each servant of God must be constantly reminded of the
truth —

“Neither by might, nor by power, but by My Spirit,
says the Lord of Hosts!” (Zech 4:6)

5. Don’t go against God’s overall plan.
God’s command: Gen 9:1

“Be fruitful and multiply, and fill the earth!”

But the aim of the Babel-builders: Gen 11:4
“... lest we be scattered abroad over the face of the

whole earth ...”
But the Lord “scattered” them (vv8,9)

Everything we do must have a bearing on spreading out
and filling the earth with God’s Word —

Acts 1:8; Mk 16:20; Hab 2:14
 Conclusion

Babylon will fall! (Rev 18:1-5)
“Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, ...”

New Jerusalem will emerge! (Rev 21:2)
“New Jerusalem coming down ... from God”

What’s the characteristic of your ministry?
Spiritual or Carnal?
Biblical or Traditional?
Righteous or Ungodly?
Heavenly or Worldly?
Sacrificial or Selfish?
God-centred or Man-centred?

Each man’s work will be tested by “FIRE!” (1 Cor 3:12,13)

155

Jesus the Ideal Leader
Introduction

 Christian Leadership vs. Secular Administration
Lk 22:24-26 ... “unlearning” necessary

Jesus became Lord by emptying Himself;
worldly men become leaders by exalting themselves.

Jesus is the Ideal Leader for us to emulate.

How to be a Christlike leader —

1. PLEAD for the people.

 High Priestly Prayer of Jesus (Jn 17) —

a) For protection — “keep them” ... vv11,12,15
b) For sanctification — v17
c) For oneness — vv20-22
d) For ministry — vv18,23

 Prayer for Peter —
Lk 22:31,32 ... I have prayed for you

Temptations ... faith ...

 His ministry at the Father’s right hand
Heb 7:25 ... He ever lives to make intercession ...

 The High Priest was carrying the names of the 12 tribes
on his breastplate (Ex 28:9-12).

 Paul prayed regularly for the maturity of believers.
Eph 1:15-20 ... wisdom ... knowledge ...
Col 1:9-12 ... spiritual understanding ...
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2. FEED the people.
The first duty of the Shepherd —

Psa 23:1,2 ... green pastures ... still waters ...
One of the most frequent names by which Jesus was
addressed —

“TEACHER!” — Rabboni/Rabbi ... Jn 3:2; 20:16
“Pastor-Teacher” combination — (Eph 4:11)

It is not “some pastors” and “some teachers,”
but “some pastors and teachers!”

 Unless we study the Word sufficiently.
we cannot share it to the people.
Systematic study life a must.
Hurried preparation is unfaithfulness to the congregation.

eg) What do you think of a host who prepares something
 at the last minute only, for the guests?

Read a lot.

A question to Billy Graham:
What would you do if given another life?
Answer: I’ll preach less and study more!

 God’s primary complaint against the shepherds in the
OT was that they did not “feed” the people —

Ezek 34:1-3

 Ministry vs. Administration — A choice (Acts 6)

 Milk vs. Meat

Helping the believers grow in discernment
Heb 5:14

 Address youngsters — 1 Jn 2:12-14 ... young men ...
Be relevant in your sermons.

 Ministry of Writing: Paul’s imprisonment God-ordained!

3. LEAD the people.
The Shepherd goes before the sheep —

Jn 10:4

Leading by example —
Jn 13:12-15 ... Lord ... Teacher ... example

Paul’s exemplary leadership —
Phil 4:9 ... heard and saw in me ... do ...

 A leader does not shout from the rear;
he goes ahead and calls people.

 In everything, we must be above the standard of the people.
There must be a constant challenge in our deeds.
Folks lose interest in a leader

who has no challenge to present.
Preacher: “I am too tired to stand and preach.”
People : “Never mind, we’ll lie down and listen!”

We cannot lift people above us.
“A disciple will not be above his master”

(Mt 10:24; Lk 6:40)
 Areas of training by example —

a) Evangelism
— Jesus “went” and “sent”

(Lk 10:1)

b) Prayer
— “As He finished praying, ...”

(Lk 11:1) “Lord, Teach us to pray”

c) Holiness
— “I sanctify Myself ” (Jn 17:19)

A smoker: “Do not tell me why; show me how!”
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4. BLEED for the people.
“Good shepherd gives his life”
Jn 10:11

 Without a mind to suffer and to sacrifice;
we will not succeed in leadership.

“Pouring out as a drink offering”
Phil 2:17

 We must be willing to bear the —
 Cross of misunderstanding (Lk 7:33,34)
 Cross of ungratefulness (2 Cor 12:15)
 Cross of false accusation/betrayal ...

(... wounds from friends ... Zech 13:6)
 Cross of loneliness (2 Tim 4:16,17)

At the same time, not isolation but integration
 Cross of fatigue due to hard work.

Jesus did not even have time to eat (Mk 6:31)
 Cross of self-denial

Ambitions — Personal empire-building.
“David did the will of God” (Acts 13:36)

 Conclusion
 “If a man serves Me, My Father will honour him”

Jn 12:26

 “Well done, faithful servant,  ...”
Mt 25:21,23

156

Lessons for God’s Servants

From Peter’s First Epistle
Introduction

 A Biblical principle of explaining/emphasizing
a positive truth by a negative thing —

eg) Psa 1:1,2
Rom 13:13,14
Gal 2:20

 Peter employs this principle of stating the truth
in five important places in his First Epistle.

They all have relevance to the life and ministry of
anyone who serves the Lord.

 Peter — Personal interview by Jesus to become
a shepherd (Jn 21:15-17)

— Presents Christ as the Chief Shepherd
in his Epistle (1 Pet 5:4)

Let’s take these lessons as applicable to Shepherds
of God’s people.

Each chapter has one prominent lesson.

1. Not former lusts but holiness
1 Pet 1:14,15

Why?
i) Gracious revelation of the Salvation to us rather than

to the early prophets —
vv10-12 ... (“Therefore ...” v13)
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What a privilege!

What even Isaiah & Jeremiah understood not!
Much given ... much required!

ii) The Lord who called us is holy —
vv15,16

a) The Father (v17)
No partiality.
“Fear” (v17)
“Obedience” (v14)

b) The Son (vv18,19)
Blood of the Lamb — no blemish/spot
eg) 1 Jn 1:7; 2:1

c) The Holy Spirit (v12)
From “Heaven” — where there’s no sin.
The vehicle of God’s message

All these 3 combined in v2 —

Foreknowledge of God the Father
Blood of Jesus Christ
Sanctification by the Spirit

iii) The nature of the Word — Foundation of our faith
vv23,24 — Incorruptible
2:2 — “Pure” milk

  :1 — Interpersonal relationships

2. Not stumbling at the Lord but glorifying Him
1 Pet 2:7-10

How?
i) By simple trust and faith —

vv6,7
Nothing honours God like faith!

eg) Rom 4:20,21 — Because, faith is an assertion
  of the “ability” of God!

Num 20:11-13 — Moses’ failure
Jn 11:9,10,15,40 — Lazarus —

stumbling vs. believing/glorifying
Faith “pleases” God!

ii) By honourable conduct before unbelievers —
vv11,12
a) Abstain from sinful things (vv11,12)
b) Obey the civil authority (vv13-15)

(even to bad leaders ... vv18-24)
c) Love and respect fellowmen (v17)

iii) By praise & proclamation —
v5 — offer up (praise)
v9 — show forth (proclamation)

3. Not outward attraction but inward beauty
1 Pet 3:3,4

  i.e. Our aim should not be to impress others,
but to walk holy before God.

“in the sight of God” (v4)
Avoid all hyprocrisy.

Areas —
i) In family life (vv1-7)

a) Wife’s responsibility  Husband
Chaste and soft conduct (v2)
Gentle and quiet spirit (v4)
Submission and obedience (vv5,6)

b) Husband’s responsibility  Wife
Understand their problems & weaknesses (v7)
Give honour! (respect — do not criticize/condemn

 their weaknesses and mistakes)
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Share spiritual blessings —
Be prayer partners (v7).

It is possible to put up an outward show of marital
happiness without attending to these inner qualities.

ii) In Church life (vv8-12)
One mind (v8)
Love and compassion (v8)
Good for evil (vv9,10,11)

Remember, God’s eyes are upon us (v12)
before His ears are open to our prayers.

The searching eyes of God ...
running to and fro ... whose heart is perfect (2 Chr 16:9)

Superficial relationship is self-deception!
(Life in the family as well as in the

fellowship affects “prayers” — vv7,12)

iii) In social life (vv13-18)
No fear of threats (v14)
Meek and soft defence for our hope (v15)
Maintaining a good conscience (v16)
(We will be put to shame if we are cracked in this.)

Maintaining an inner devotional spirit (v15)
“Sanctify (set apart) the Lord in your hearts”
“Made alive by the Spirit” (v18)

— What does it mean?
= No other forces or claims clash against the

quiet indwelling presence of God.

Finally, “patience” (v20) & “good conscience” (v21)
exemplified in the story of Noah.

4. Not fumbling but rejoicing
1 Pet 4:12,13

No suffering or problem or disappointnent should
surprise us but inspire us to joy!

Examples —
i) Evil speaking against us

v4
Our reactions —
a) Commit the judgment into God’s hand.

vv5-7a,17-19

b) Intensify praying
v7b

c) Increase love and hospitality
vv8,9

d) Make sure you are clean
v15

e) Do not take it as a personal shame but an occasion
to glorify God

vv14,16

ii) Trials & Sufferings

a) Realize we are partaking of Christ’s sufferings (vv12,13)
Phil 1:29,30 — should not try to escape this.

Christ’s physical body vs. spiritual body
Col 1:24 — Paul — lacking in His body ...

b) Make fresh and deeper commitments
1 Pet 5:6 ... Submit yourselves to God ...

Cast all burdens upon Him!
5:7

(Remove all human props and self-reliance)
Rejoice in HIM alone (1:6-8)
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c) Resist the devil in faith
5:8,9 ... like a roaring lion ...

Declare victory for all the other saints also (v9)

5. Not to be ministered unto but to minister
1 Pet 5:3/2:16

How?
i) Serving not by constraint (compulsion) but willingly

(v2)
An enthusiasm and willingness.
Should never consider this a burden.
Serve God gladly (Psa 100:2).
Don’t be like the people of Malachi 3:13,14.
Elder son’s attitude (Lk 15:28-31)
Never say God’s work is a burden; it’s a blessing!

ii) Not for dishonest gain but eager service
(v2)

Don’t look for any personal profit but the glory of God.
(Not job satisfaction or sense of fulfilment, primarily)
Don’t fish for people’s applause.
Not to be applauded here, but rewarded There!
Honesty in reporting — Not aiming at impressing

the leaders and earning their favour.
No competition within a team

if there’s no seeking of self-glory.
Honesty and willingness to accept mistakes.
Faithfulness in money matters

and handling of material things.
iii) Not lording but being examples

(v3)
Leaders, not lords!
Guiding, not dictating.

Not demanding from others what we cannot
do ourselves.

Clergy vs. laity — Wrong concept.
(All are kings and priests — 1 Pet 2:5,9)

Understand that people are in need of “help.”
(Mt 9:35-38) ... weary ...

A leader is a helper.
 Conclusion

These are brief exhortations of the
“true grace of God” (1 Pet 5:12)

1:10,13 ... grace ... grace
2:3,10 ... Lord gracious ... mercy
3:7 ... grace of life
4:10 ... manifold grace of God
5:5,10 ... grace to the humble ... God of all grace

“Stand” firm on this “grace” (5:12)

(Study the Outlines 165 & 190 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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157
Privileges & Responsibilities of  Leaders

Apostle Paul trained Timothy for future leadership. His two
letters to this young man contain practical lessons for any leader.

Lessons from 1 & 2 Timothy —

a) Privileges

1) Chosen by God

“By the commandment of God” (1 Tim 1:1)
“By the will of God” (2 Tim 1:1)
“Counted faithful” (1 Tim 1:12)
“He has enabled me” (1 Tim 1:12)
“I obtained mercy” (1 Tim 1:13)
Authority of God and Heaven (2 Tim 4:1)

2) A “Good” Work

“Position of a bishop ... good work” (1 Tim 3:1)
 King’s business (1 Tim 6:15; 2 Tim 4:1)

3) Great Reward
“good standing & great boldness in faith” (1 Tim 3:13)
“Honour from God’s people” (1 Tim 5:17)
 Being watered while watering (2 Tim 2:6)
“Crown of Righteousness” (2 Tim 4:7,8)
“Protection from evil powers” (2 Tim 4:17,18)

b) Responsibilities

1) Practising an Exemplary life

“Good conscience” (1 Tim 1:5)
Blameless behaviour & good testimony (1 Tim 3:2-4,7)

Be a model to believers (1 Tim 4:12)
First preach to yourself (1 Tim 4:15,16; 2 Tim 3:16,17)
Maintain a good physique (1 Tim 5:23; 4:8)
Love virtues, not money (1 Tim 6:10,11)
Cleanse from filth and lust (2 Tim 2:19-22)

2) Preaching the Word of Sound Doctrine

Edification the aim (1 Tim 1:3-5)
The last day sign (1 Tim 4:1)
Read and teach (1 Tim 4:13)
“Rightly divide the Word” (2 Tim 2:15)
Be bold amidst oppositions (2 Tim 1:7,8)
Patience & humility before opposers (2 Tim 2:24-26)
“Preach in season and out of season” (2 Tim 4:2-5)

3) Producing future Leadership

Have a world vision (1 Tim 2:1)
Encouraging others in prayer (1 Tim 4:5)
Appreciate good work (1 Tim 5:17,25)
Locate faithful men (2 Tim 2:2)
Be not partial (1 Tim 5:21)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Paul & Faithfulness

 Rev 19:11 ... Christ is called “Faithful and True”

 “Faithfulness” is an inexhaustible Biblical theme.
 Faithfulness has become the rarest commodity today.

Psa 12:1 ... David’s cry: The faithful disappear.

Jeremiah laments,

“Truth has perished” (Jer 7:28)
“Faithfulness is dead!” (Good News Bible)

 But our basic calling is to be “faithful” —
Eph 1:1/Col 1:2/Rev 17:14

eg) Lydia’s plea: Acts 16:15 ... “Not an extra!”

 There’s so much of talk about “faith” but who cares
for “faithfulness?”

Faith ... A Gift (1 Cor 12:9) ... Received
Faithfulness ... A Fruit (Gal 5:22) ... Cultivated

 We give up our aspiration and endeavours to live in
faithfulness, when we are not able to reach absolute
perfection.

But we must never quit and come down to the standard
of the society —

Neh 7:2 ... “more faithful than many”

Other examples —
Noah ... Gen 6:9/7:1

“in his generation”

Job ... Job 2:3
“on this earth”  i.e. at this point of time

Daniel ... Dan 6:3,4 ... “distinguished himself ...
 faithful ... no fault”

That’s why God uses these three men as proverbial
examples —

Ezek 14:13,14 ... Noah ... Job ... Daniel

 Similarly Paul had many associates;
but he picks up a handful as faithful —

Tychicus (Eph 6:21,22)
Timothy (Phil 2:19-23)
Epaphras (Col 1:7,8)
Onesimus (Col 4:9)

God’s minority vs. Devil’s majority

Also our faithfulness must be consistent —

God’s faithfulness (Psa 36:5)
“To clouds”

But our faithfulness (Hos 6:4)
“Like clouds”

 I’ve picked up Apostle Paul for a character study
on “faithfulness.”

Why? “Counted faithful” (1 Tim 1:12)
to

 “Made faithful” (1 Cor 7:25)

Among the Biblical authors,
he has used the word “faithful” or “faithfulness”
more than any other.

eg) “faithful” saying ... (1 Tim 1:15)
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 Faithfulness = Honesty, Integrity, Sincerity, etc.

For easy practical understanding,
we’ll use the word, HONESTY.

Honesty x Hypocrisy, Humbug
How many “woes” in Mt 23!

PAUL’S HONESTY —
1. Honest about his struggles & weaknesses

a) Struggles

Rom 7:13-24
— I do not understand what I do (v15a)
— I do not like what I do (v15b)
— I do not know how to do right (v18)

An awareness of his “wretchedness” rather than
the boasting of his “worthiness”

A faithful man does not boast
of his so-called goodness —

Prov 20:6

Paul was open not only about his “spiritual” struggles
but also about his “mental” worries and “emotional”
conflicts—

“Sorrow upon sorrow” (Phil 2:27)

“Trouble beyond measure ... almost sentenced to death”
(2 Cor 1:8-10)

b) Weaknesses

“Thorn ... infirmities ...” (2 Cor 12:7-10)
“I was with you in weakness” (1 Cor 2:3)

Such a confession is true heroism —
eg) Heroes of Faith

Heb 11:34 ... “out of weakness made strong”

Folks who come into contact with us must realize
that we are perfectly “normal” human beings.

No need to forget what kind of people
God normally chooses—

1 Cor 1:25-29 ... foolish ... weak ... base ...

Christ: “He has anointed Me to preach the Gospel
to the POOR!” — Poor in everything!

God cripples us before crowning us.
He touches the point of our strength—“thigh” (Gen 32:24-32)

God is looking for donkeys, not horses (Psa 147:10,11)

Honesty about our struggles & weaknesses
brings people closer to us.

2. Honest in his claims
 Apostle Paul made some challenging statements

which appear as if he was parading himself.

Actually his “claims” were honest “testimonies”
about himself —

a) Prayer life ... Rom 9:1-3
 10:1,2

“truth ... conscience .. Holy Spirit witness”

Prayer & Passion ... Phil 1:3,4,8
“God is my witness ...”

Similarly Rom 1:9 ... God my witness ... prayers ...

How honest are we while telling people
that we “regularly” pray for them?

It’s of greater danger when we are not honest to ourselves
about our prayer life — This is self-deception.
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b) Correspondence
Paul maintained regular correspondence with his
friends and congregations —

thro’ letters or messengers.

He claimed honesty in what he wrote —
2 Cor 10:9-11 ... word ... deed ...

He was not diplomatic —
He explained to congregations why at times
he preferred writing to visiting —

2 Cor 13:10 - To avoid face-to-face confrontation

He says, God is his witness for this —
2 Cor 1:23

c) Travel plans

He was a frequent missionary traveller.

Not according to his own whims & fancies, or subtle
political interests, but according to the “will of God”

Rom 1:10 ... Beginning of the Epistle
Rom 15:32 ... End of the Epistle

(Only when we go to places according to the Will of God,
 we can be a blessing there ... 15:29)

He did not mince words when his travel plans
were disturbed —
Acts 16:6-10 ... He was perfectly relaxed with
the conviction that the Holy Spirit was in control.

d) Troubles, Persecutions & Sufferings

2 Cor 11:22-33 (Read this passage fully)
No exaggeration: Count of beatings!

“God knows I’m not lying!”

Missionaries and cross-cultural workers must
be careful here —

We must raise Soldiers & Soulwinners, not Sympathizers.

eg) One of my cousins was working as a missionary in
Rajasthan. While I was sharing the problems of
missionaries over there with his father-in-law, he said,

 “What, brother, so many cloth merchants go all the
way from South and stay for several months in this
desert State!” As a Mission leader I was put to shame!

e) Tireless labour
1 Cor 15:10 ... more abundantly ...
He received “more” grace as a humble man—

(Js 4:6)

3. Honest in relationships

An unusual testimony —
2 Cor 6:11 ... our hearts wide open ...

7:2,3 ... wronged ... defrauded no one ...

He wrote, “Let your love be without hypocrisy”
(Rom 12:9)

 “Sincere” love (2 Cor 6:6/1 Tim 1:5)

Most of the relationship problems are due to hypocrisy
and lack of transparency (Js 3:16,17)

Double-talk is reason number one —
Psa 12:1,2 ... flattering ... double heart

5:9 ... no faithfulness in the mouth

 Paul has written on Relationship matters more than
any other NT writer —
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eg) “One another” passages:
— Accept (Receive) one another (Rom 15:7)
— Greet one another (Rom 16 ... 14 times)

“holy” kiss ... No hypocrisy
false kisses vs. faithful wounds (Prov 27:6)

— Serve one another (Gal 5:13)
— Bear (Tolerate) one another (Eph 4:2)
— Bear one another’s burden (Gal 6:2)
— Encourage one another (1 Thess 5:11)
— Admonish one another (Rom 15:14)
— Submit to one another (Eph 5:21)
— Identify with one another (1 Cor 9:19-23)

Rom 12:15 ... weep with those ...
— Do not bite one another (Gal 5:15)

Beware of dogs or Beware of believers?

 There are Relationship problems everywhere.

The only way to improve relationships is to increase
faithfulness.
How?

Examples —

 Do not backbite.
Be silent when backbitten.

Num 12:7 ... Moses ...
The first mention of “faithful”

 Do not reveal secrets.
Prov 11:12,13 (Opposite: “faithful spirit”)

 Do not take out the sword.
1 Sam 26:23 David ... Saul ...

(spear when Saul was asleep)

 Do not expect anything in return.
2 Cor 12:15 ... The more I love ...

Only faithful persons can help sort out relationship
problems of others —

Phil 4:2,3 ... Help these women ...

4. Honest in financial matters
 2 Cor 8:18-23

“glory of God ... diligence ... sight of God”
vv19,23      v22 v21

 Paul was totally free from covetousness —
Acts 20:30-35 ... no one’s gold, silver, ...

Similar testimony by an OT Prophet —
Samuel — 1 Sam 12:1-5

Paul was a sincere student of the OT.
We must not follow the trend in today’s  Christianity—
Rather, imitate the Prophets and Apostles

known for faithfulness.

 The only fundraising project Paul launched was
for the “poor” —

Acts 21:17/24:17/Rom 15:25,26

 Several times, he sacrificed his own rights in money
matters —

1 Cor 9:11,12 ... Spiritual ... material
... not used this right

He taught believers to give liberally (double honour)
to Bible Teachers but not for his own needs.

He was a poor fundraiser for himself (Phil 4:12-16)
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This was why God blessed Paul with “abundance”
of revelations (2 Cor 12:7) —

Lk 16:11-14 ... If not faithful in money ...?

This explains why so many of our pulpits are void of the
“message” from the Lord though there are “sermons!”

Christianity began in Catacombs with just a message,
and it’s ending in Cathedrals with just money!

 While teaching on tax payment,
Paul appeals to the conscience —

Rom  13:5-7
:8 ... Owe no man ...
  Are we faithful in repayment of loans?

eg) “First” repay the debt —
2 Ki 4:1,7 ... Elisha ... Prophet’s widow

Someone asked:
If we cannot be trusted to pay our debts,
how can God trust us to save a nation?

5. Honest/Faithful in Preaching & Reporting
 Preaching is an eternal business —

Paul was eternity-conscious while preaching —

2 Cor 2:17 ... “Not as so many ... sincerity ...
sight of God”

i.e. Not audience-conscious but God-conscious!

Where did Paul get this lesson from?

From prophets like Elijah (1 Ki 17:1) ... before God ...
 & Elisha (2 Ki 3:14) ... before God ...

Priests were the teachers of God’s Law —
Their message: “God’s heart & God’s mind”

1 Sam 2:35 ... A man of God to Eli
while dismissing him.

God’s complaint against the Prophets of Jeremiah’s day—
“The God-told-me heresy”

Jer 23:34,36 ... God’s Word perverted
 :26 ... Their own heart

But  : 28 ... My Word ... faithfully

 The Biblical authors were faithful —
Otherwise we would not have got this Bible!

Isa 8:1,2 ... A priest & a prophet
as “faithful” witnesses

2 Pet 1:20,21 ... No private interpretation ...
(i.e. own whims & fancies)

 For the nextline of Bible Teachers,
Paul instructed Timothy to look for “faithful” men —

2 Tim 2:2 ... “faithful” ... “able” ...

First FAITHFULNESS;
 only next, SKILLFULNESS.

That’s why we have many highly qualified theologians,
but not good Bible Teachers!

First, heart; only then head/hands —
Psa 78:70-72 ... integrity ... skillfulness ...

Only when God finds “truth” in the “inward” parts,
He will teach His wisdom —

Psa 51:6
Faithfulness to the preaching of God’s Word involves
a threefold commitment —

1. I will ADD nothing.
2. I will ALTER nothing.
3. I will AVOID nothing.
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Paul presents himself & his associate, Apollos,
as followable patterns: 1 Cor 4:6

 Paul was faithful not only in preaching but also
in reporting —

Rom 15:17-19 ... I dare not ...

Exaggeration of results does not glorify God.
Look at the Gospel records —

— Men alone 5000 (Mt 14:21)
We would have said 25000

(5000 M + 5000 W + 15000 Children)
— Jesus could not do “many” miracles in Nazareth

Mk 6:5
— Full healing only after second touch

Mk 8:22-25
— 153 fish (Jn 21:11)

— Many other things not written (Jn 20:30)

Say and write only what will be for the glory of God
and the good of people; not for self-promotion —

see v31

Be careful about the words, “very ... many ... great”

6. Honest about his ignorance
Boasting of what we know is much easier than
accepting that we do not know!

Only a faithful man will accept his ignorance.
eg) 1 Cor 13:9 .. We know in part

 Even while explaining the gifts of the Spirit
 like Word of Wisdom & Knowledge!

2 Cor 12:1-4 ... Third Heaven ... I know not ...

— Peter was senior to Paul in Christian experience.
But Peter writes ... 2 Pet 3:15,16

Paul has written ... hard to understand ...

— John had so much of revelations, but he writes ...
1 Jn 3:2 ... not yet been revealed ...

Get rid of the arrogant “I-KNOW-IT-ALL” attitude!

A baby-like attitude is necessary to be taught of God —
Lk 10:21 ... wise men ... babes ...

Finally, Paul was —

7. Honest about his past
 1 Tim 1:12-16 ... formerly a blasphemer ...

but “GRACE” (v14)

1 Cor 15:7-9 ... Not worthy to be called an apostle ...
  but “GRACE” (v10)

We must not give an impression to people that we were
already “good” and God simply made us “better!”

Only when we are honest,
we will serve as blessed “patterns” to folks —

1 Tim 1:16

 This truth runs all through the OT Scriptures:

— Moses to People
“Forget not how you were slaves” (Dt 15:15)
“Forget not how you provoked God” (Dt 9:7)

—  David before God (2 Sam 7:18)
“Who am I ... my family that ...?”
Psa 136:23 ... Remembered us in our lowly state;

  His mercy (= faithfulness) endures
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— Solomon (Eccl 11:7,8)
“Remember the days of darkness ...”

— King Hezekiah (Isa 38:15,16)
“Walk carefully ... bitterness”

 Conclusion
 Is such a life difficult?

No, actually unfaithful walk is hard —
Prov 13:15

 Our ultimate victory depends on our “faithfulness” —
Rev 17:14

Weapons useless without it.
Look at the Armour of Jesus (Isa 11:5)
& the Armour of the Apostles (2 Cor 6:7) —

Righteousness ... Faithfulness ...

 Make a personal commitment on your knees to walk
in faithfulness—

Psa 101:2,3,4,6
(Read these verses again and again.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to have Spiritual Authority
Introduction

 Authority  vs. Power
eg) Puny policeman is able to stop a highpowered automobile.

 Zech 4:6 ... “Neither ... might ... power ... Spirit”
Told to a political leader (Hagg 1:1);
not to Joshua the Religious leader

Many pastors don’t have “spiritual” authority—
they depend on the institutional strength
or hierarchical power or denominational status.

How to have spiritual authority —
1. Life under the authority of God

eg) Jesus
 Centurion: “You are a man under authority”

Lk 7:7-9
 Father: “I’m well-pleased with Him ... HEAR Him!”

At Baptism ... Mt 3:17
At Transfiguration ... Mt 17:5

A consistent life of obedience & submission —
He obeyed to the death on the cross;
THEREFORE ... (Phil 2:8,9)

King Saul lost his crown when he did not walk in obedience.

2. An exemplary life
 eg) Joshua

Zech 3:4,5 ... Clean Turban
6:11  ... Gold Crown
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 Isa 55:3c,4 ... David
(I) Witness (II) Leader (III) Commander

 1 Pet 5:3c-5a ... Example to the sheep

eg) Mother Teresa —
“A nation which has legalized abortion has
lost its moral conscience.”

President Clinton in response —
“There’s no argument against a life so well-lived.”

eg) Winston Churchill about Billy Graham —
“There goes a sincere man!”

Franklin Graham’s testimony —
“My dad on the pulpit and at home is the same!”

3. Knowledge of the Scriptures
 Pastors-Teachers (Eph 4:11)

People obey those who really feed them!
Hos 4:6 / Mal 2:7-9

 “Where shall we go ... words of Eternal Life!”
Jn 6:68

 Josh 1:8,5 ... This book ... no man ...
 1 Tim 5:17 ... Double honour ... Word ...

4. Real service-mindedness
 Whoever wants to be first... servant... (Mt 20:25-28)

Servant-leadership

When folks know that your primary interest
is to build them up, they will submit to you willingly —

(Jn 10:15,16) ... “They hear My voice!”

eg) Power or Service? (powermongers)
A city needed a king ...
Four leading citizens called for ...

The offer: A golden key on the Table ...
 “If you want to be King, you will lose the hand

with which you pick up the key ...”
— A warrior: Grabbed with right hand.

They chopped off his right hand and rejected him:
“You are not worthy to be our King!”

— A Philosopher
Grabbed with left hand ... he was a left-hander ...
They chopped off his left hand and rejected him.

— A Rich merchant
Grabbed with both hands ... lost both the hands

— A Farmer
“Sorry, my hands are the only means of SERVICE
 ... I cannot sacrifice any for the sake of POWER.”

 All the citizens fell at his feet saying:
“Only he who despises power is worthy to have it!”

 Abandon ulterior motives.
Be sacrificial.
Help people especially in crises.
(Jn 10:12) ... hireling x good shepherd (v11)

 Paul’s practical concern for Timothy (1 Tim 5:23)
 Epaphroditus (Phil 2:29,30) ... esteem

5. Guidance of the Holy Spirit
Sense of direction

People will feel free and safe to follow a man
who is led by the Spirit of God.

eg) Paul: 1 Cor 7:40/14:37,38
eg) Transfer of Missionaries by Missions
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This requires that a Pastor waits sufficiently
in God’s  presence —

Ex 18:19,20 (Moses)
“Stand before God for the people”
eg) Gabriel (Lk 1:19) ... stands ... sent ....

6. Impartiality in dealings
1 Tim 5:21 (Paul to Timothy)
2 Chr 19:4-9 (King Jehoshaphat to Judges)

People question the decisions of a partial leader.

Folks are smart these days —
They are well-informed — TV serials — etc.

7. Not being authoritative
Not demanding submission (1 Pet 5:3,5)

By improving relationships —
1 Tim 5:1,2 ... fathers ... mothers ... brothers ... sisters
Rehoboam (1 Ki 12:6,7) ... failure

eg) Army training:
The senior officer never to mention his rank;
the juniors never to forget it!

The flock does not belong to us: “God’s field ...”
(1 Cor 3:9,21-23)

Preachers belong to people;
People belong to Christ;
Christ belongs to God!

Spiritual abuse/Overshepherding (Liberty of believers)
1 Cor 7:23 — Not slaves
2 Cor 1:24 — No dominion

 Conclusion
Spiritual authority today;
a Crown of Glory tomorrow (1 Pet 5:4)
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Marks of an Apostle
Introduction

Do we have apostles today? Yes and No!
“The Twelve” formed a unique circle
 and there’s no successor to any of them —

Mt 26:20;  Jn 20:24; 1 Cor 15:5

The New Testament speaks also of other apostles who were
never counted as part of “The Twelve” —

Acts 14:14; Gal 1:18,19; Acts 15; Rom 16:7; 1 Cor 15:7

 Apostleship is the first of the five ministries the ascended
Christ has given to the Church.
They are meant to continue functioning
“till we all come to the measure of the fullness of Christ”—

Eph 4:10-13; 1 Cor 12:28

 If we keep measuring everybody by the standard of Apostle
Paul, we may fail to recognize several apostles developing
from among us.

Here’s a list of marks we can generally expect to identify one
with an apostolic ministry. However, all these may not be
seen in total measure in an individual.

1. A pioneer in Church planting
Rom 9:1-3 ... great sorrow ... for my kinsmen

 10:1 ... heart’s desire ... prayer ... they be saved
 15:16-20 ... word and deed ... Gentiles ...

not on another man’s foundation
1 Cor 3:9-13 ... wise master builder ... foundation
2 Cor 10:13-16 ... not other men’s labours ...

regions beyond
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Missionary-mindedness, new works, virgin soils,
practical wisdom, etc.

2. A shepherd for servants of God
Col 4:7-17 ... Tychicus, Onesimus, Mark, Justus,

   Epaphras, Luke, Demas, Nymphas,
 Archippus

2 Tim 2:2 ... me ... faithful men ... others ...
A servant leader of leaders, instructor, caretaker, etc.

3. A leader not discouraged at disappointments
1 Cor 4:8-20 ... apostles last ... fools ... reviled ...

filth of the world ...

Readiness to sacrifice anything for the good of others
(1 Cor 9:19-23)

4. A father who can take strict disciplinary measures
with divine authority

1 Cor 4:14 ... I warn you ... Children ...
4:21 ... rod ... spirit of gentleness ...
5:1-5 ... sexual immorality ...

1 Tim 1:20 ... I delivered them to Satan ...

5. A communicator with the combined gift of preaching
& teaching

1 Tim 2:7 ... preacher ... apostle ... teacher
2 Tim 1:11 ... preacher ... apostle ... teacher
2 Cor 12:11-13 ... signs of an apostle ... perseverance ...

mighty deeds ...

To some extent he can manifest the other 4 ministries of
Eph 4:11, namely prophet, evangelist, pastor & teacher.

6. A motivator to challenge God’s people
1 Tim 4:14 ... gift ... presbytery ...
2 Tim 1:6-8 ... to stir up the gift ...
Rom 10:14,15 ... How shall they preach

   unless they are sent?  (4 questions)

7. An example to inspire others
1 Cor 4:16; 11:1,2; Phil 3:17

Be followers of me!
Phil 4:9 ... learned ... saw in me ...

Note:
An apostle in general is a mobile, translocal minister;
and he cannot be confined to a single local Church.
The Greek word, “Apostle,” means, “One who’s sent.”
In a modern Translation the word is rendered
as “God’s Special Messenger.”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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God’s Work God’s Way
(Lessons from the Book of Nehemiah)

Introduction
The Book of Nehemiah is an outstanding Book in the OT
to teach us how to do God’s work God’s way.

The work was the rebuilding of the broken walls of Jerusalem
(1:2,3). Rebuilding is always more difficult than building.

There are 10 striking statements in this 13-chapter Book
each of which presents a secret of success in God’s work.

Before studying the following outline, read thro’ the entire
Book atleast once.

1) “I cleansed them of everything pagan.”
(13:30)

Godliness, Saintliness, Holiness
1:6,7 ... We have sinned ... acted corruptly
9:1,2 ... fasting ... separated ... confessed ...
13:3,4,8,9 ... cleansed the rooms ...

:17,21 ... profaned the Sabbath ... warned them ...
:23-30 ... pagan women caused Solomon to sin ...

great evil ... defiled the priesthood ...

2) “Our God will fight for us.”
(4:20)

Dependence on God, Prayerfulness
1:4 ... mourned ... fasting ... praying ...
2:4 ... I prayed to the God of Heaven
4:9 ... we made our prayer to God ...
  :16-18 ... one hand at construction ... other ... weapon

5:19; 13:14,22,31 ... Remember me, my God
6:9 ... O God, strengthen my hands.

3) “The people had a mind to work.”
(4:6)

Willingness, Voluntariness

2:17,18 ... I said, Come, let’s build ...
They said, Let’s rise up and build ...

3:1 ... High Priest ... priests ... built ...
4:10,23 ... There’s so much of rubbish ...

We did not take off our clothes ...

4) “We will not neglect the House of our God.”
(10:39)

Faithfulness, Dutifulness

3:20 ... diligently repaired ...
7:2 ... a faithful man ... feared God ...
13:13 ... treasurers ... faithful ...

5) “We did not buy any land.”
(5:16)

Selflessness
5:14,15 ... twelve years ... did not eat the governor’s

 provisions  ... because of the fear of God

6) “The joy of the Lord is your strength.”
(8:10)

Joyfulness, Gladness

8:17 ... very great gladness ...
12:27 ... celebrate ... gladness ... singing ...

:40-43 ... thanksgiving choirs ... sang loudly ...
rejoiced ... great joy ... rejoiced ...
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7) “I will not go in!”
     ( 6:11)

Fearlessness, Boldness
4:14 ... Do not be afraid ... Remember the Lord,

  great and awesome ... fight ...
6:12-14 ... False prophets threaten ...

8) “Our God turned the curse into a blessing.”
(13:2)

Positiveness
2:19,20 ... The God of Heaven will prosper us

9) “I cannot come down!”
(6:3)

Firmness
6:1-5 ... Five attempts to sidetrack

10) “Amen, Amen!”
(8:6)

Worshipfulness & Scripturalness
8:6 ... lifted up hands ... bowed  heads ...

worshipped with faces on the ground
  :18 ... day by day ... read from the Book of God ...
9:3 .. Six hours reading and six hours worship
13:2,26...Warning from Biblical examples:

Balaam, Solomon
 Conclusion

God assigns us difficult tasks.
Otherwise there will be no challenge.
He will enable us finish the job,
provided we follow these God-honouring principles.

(Study the Outline 97 also.)
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Defects in the Disciples
Introduction

The disciples of Jesus were not deluxe editions.
At any stage they were far from perfection.
But He patiently worked on them.
The Gospel records are honest in reporting their defects.
The singular purpose is that we may learn from their
failures to avoid the undesirable in our lives.

Some of the defects in the disciples were —

1. Faithlessness
 Mk 8:13-21

It’s because they forgot the past works of God.
Jesus chided and reminded them through 9 questions —

vv17-21 “...?...?...?...?...?...?...?...?...?”

 Mk 4:35-40
This was because they forgot the promise of God.
When Jesus said, “Let us cross over to the other side,”
you will not sink in the sea!

The very guidance or direction from God is His assurance
that He would see us through.

2. Prayerlessness
 Mt 26:36-45 ... watch and pray ... temptation ...

Due to sleepiness.
Mk 14:41 ... “Are you still sleeping and resting?

 It is enough!”

 We do need good rest,
but oversleep will lead to spiritual poverty —
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Prov 20:13 ... “Do not love sleep, lest you come to  poverty;
 open your eyes, and you will be
 satisfied with bread”

Early-risers are generally strong in devotional disciplines.

3. Worshiplessness
 Mt 26:6-10

They could not appreciate the worshipful act of the woman
who poured the “very costly” fragrant oil on Jesus;
rather, they called it a “waste!”

 Instead of increasing their devotion and sacrifice for their
Master, they asked, “What shall we get?” (Mt 19:27)

 When our personal devotion to God declines,
instead of inspiring lavish worshippers we will be
troubling them (Mt 26:10).

 Our entire life must be dominated with the slogan,
“To the glory of God” (Phil 2:11; 1 Cor 10:31).

4. Unforgiveness
 Mt 18:21,22,35 ... How often shall I forgive?

In his question, Simon Peter revealed his difficulty
in forgiving an oft-erring brother.

In this context,
acknowledging their inability to forgive repeatedly,
the apostles asked the Lord to “increase their faith”

(Lk 17:3-6)
His answer was to challenge them to exercise
even the “mustard seed” size of faith they already had —

i.e. Learn to forgive small offences;
you will not find it difficult in hard situations.

 Love is the badge of the disciples of Jesus (Jn 13:35)

5. Competitiveness
 Mk 9:30-37 ... Dispute ... Who would be the greatest?

In the very next chapter —
10:35-45 ... right hand and left hand seats

Jesus had to repeat what exactly He taught them
in the previous chapter —

Compare 9:35 with 10:43

They did not “understand” the burden of their Master—
Mk 9:31,32; Lk 22:14-27

 Rivalry among God’s people, especially among
His servants, has led to all sorts of ungodly practices.

An important lesson:

No one can lift me up to a position God has not designed
for me (Mk 9:40);
and no one can bring me down from where God has
placed me!

6. Inquisitiveness

 Jn 21:20-22 ... What about this man?

This led to misunderstandings and unnecessary
speculation (v23)

Under the guise of “care” and “concern,”
we become inquisitive about the affairs of others.
This invariably leads to gossip.

 We are repeatedly warned against being “busybodies” —
2 Thess 3:11; 1 Tim 5:13; 1 Pet 4:15
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7. Compassionlessness
 When folks stayed with Jesus from morning till evening,

in a desert place,
the disciples diplomatically suggested to Him
to “send the multitudes away!”

But the “compassion” of Jesus would not let them
go hungry! (Mt 14:13-16)

 When the people of a Samaritan village did not receive
Jesus, the disciples immediately wanted to bring down fire
from heaven to consume them.
Jesus rebuked them for their “spirit” (Lk 9:51-56)

 God so loved the world that He gave His Son ...
Christ so loved the Church that He gave Himself ...
Without love, everything is useless (1 Cor 13:1-3)

8. Couragelessness
 Mt 26:69-75

Simon Peter denied ... swore .... cursed ...

There may be moments when our boldness is shaken up—

 We must pray for one another
Eph 6:19; Acts 4:29

 We must remind ourselves of God’s promises
Josh 8:1; Isa 35:3,4; 41:10; Hagg 2:5

 God has not given us a spirit of fear
2 Tim 1:7 ... Stir up!

9. Narrowmindedness
 Mk 9:38-40 ... one who does not follow us ...

Jesus condemned groupism.

The disciples failed to see the larger picture of the
plan of God.

 The magnanimous spirit of Paul —
Phil 1:15-18 ... Somehow Christ is preached

This must be our attitude throughout —
v18 ... “I rejoice, yes, and will rejoice”

10. Earthlymindedness
 Mt 16:21-24 ... things of God ... things of men ...

It’s satanic to embrace a “Crossless” religion —
(Phil 3:17-21)

We are “heavenly” citizens on a temporary stay
here on earth.
Beware of employing purely “human” methods in
divine work — “things of men”

 Conclusion
Jesus transformed these disciples —

Peter: 2 Pet 1:3,4 ... partakers of divine nature
John: 1 Jn 2:15-17 ... love of Father ... will of God

He can do the same for us!
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A Rejected Leader
Introduction

Saul was the first King of Israel.
His story is in 1 Samuel 9-31.
He reigned Israel for 40 years (Acts 13:21)
God “regretted” that He made Saul king —

1 Sam 15:11,35

Ultimately God “rejected” him from being king —
1 Sam 15:23

His inherent flaws as seen in 1 Samuel 13,14 & 15 —

1. Impressive in stature,
BUT inadequate in spirituality
10:23,24 ... taller than any of the people ...

no one like him ...
14:35 ... the first altar to the Lord ...
15:15 ... to the Lord your God ...

 He did not learn to walk in obedience to God’s Word —

15:22 ... the voice of the Lord ...
   :23 ... the word of the Lord ...

2. Strict or hard on others,
BUT liberal or soft towards self
14:24 ... oath ... cursed is the man ...
    :43,44 ... you shall surely die ...
15:9 ... unwilling to utterly destroy ...

3. Anxious for self-honour,
BUT careless about God’s glory
15:12 ... set up a monument for himself ...

:30 ... sinned ... yet honour me now ...
:11 ... turned back ... has not performed

My commandments
:22 ... obeying ... to obey ...

4. Recruiting people when needed,
BUT letting them down in the hour of trial
14:52 ... took for himself any strong /valiant man
15:4 ... 2,00,000 foot soldiers ... 10,000 men ...

 :15,21 ... threw the blame on people
13:22,23 ... did not equip the people ...

sword and spear for him and his son only
5. Seeking God’s servants when in crisis,

BUT caring the less for them other times
15:27 ... Saul seized the robe of Samuel

 :30 ... To Samuel: Return with me ...
13:8-13 ... did not wait for Samuel (10:8)

 Conclusion
Leadership is a privilege;
but it carries with it an awesome responsibility.

Leadership in the Church
and Christian ministries is special.

A leader is chosen by God by His grace.
If he does not maintain humility, integrity, obedience
to God’s Word, and service-mindedness, he will be rejected.

No one is indispensable to God.
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Ten “Woes”

Matthew 23 alongwith Luke 11 gives us the 10 “woes”
pronounced by Christ on the “Scribes and Pharisees,
Hypocrites.” This speaks of God’s strictness with the leaders of
the Church. It’s good to love Psalm 23, but must not leave
Matthew 23!

1. WOE for preaching lofty things,
thus demanding too much from the people,
but not practising even a bit of it.
(Mt 23:1-5/Lk 11:46)

2. WOE for lusting for special seats, titles and greetings
(Mt 23:6-12/Lk 11:43)

3. WOE for not letting people enjoy the privileges
and blessings of the Kingdom
even though we know about them very well.
i.e. Keeping people ignorant of their rights.
(Mt 23:13/Lk 11:52)

4. WOE for cheating the poor and helpless widows
by long prayers. Exploiting the helplessness
and desperateness of people.
(Mt 23:14)

5. WOE for being enthusiastic in adding more and more
members to our group/congregation,
but not investing ourselves in building them up.
They simply learn our corrupt ways.
(Mt 23:15)

6. WOE for teaching foolish/meaningless traditions to people.
(Mt 23:16-22)

7. WOE for being strict with the letter of the law
but leaving its spirit.
(Mt 23:23,24/Lk 11:41,42)
No helping of the poor (Lk 11:41)

8. WOE for superficial piety without inner purity.
(Mt 23:25,26/Lk 11:39,40)

9. WOE for outward showiness without a vibrant inner life.
(Mt 23:27,28/Lk 11:44)
A name that you are alive, but actually dead!

10. WOE for hating and killing “true” prophets,
who expose the real condition.
(Mt 23:29-39/Lk 11:47-51)

If we repent of these things,
instead of pronouncing “Woe” on us,
Jesus will greet us with “Well done!”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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1) Am I a LEADER worth following?

2) Am I a PREACHER worth hearing?

3) Am I a HUSBAND worth obeying?

4) Am I a FATHER worth honouring?

5) Am I a STEWARD worth trusting?

6) Am I a SHEPHERD worth committing to?

7) Am I a WORKER worth supporting?

8) Am I a FRIEND worth confiding in?

9) Am I a GENTLEMAN worth defending?

10) Am I a MAN worth living?

Write these questions on a card
and keep it in your Bible for frequent self-examination.

Unless the servants of God sanctify themselves,
the people of God will not be sanctified (Jn 17:19)

What God knows about me is more important
than what I think about myself,

and what others think
about me.

Questions for the Servants of God
166

How to Finish Well like Jesus
Introduction

Jesus: “I have finished the work” (Jn 17:4)
“It’s finished” (Jn 19:30)

How to Finish Well
Lessons from the “Life of Jesus” —

1. Consecration (to God)
Heb 10:5-7 ... A body ... Behold I come to do Your will.
Jn 17:19 ... I sanctify Myself ...
Jn 8:28,29 ... I do nothing of Myself ...

 I always please Him ...
Help: Frequent self-examination.

2. Commitment (to the work)

Jn 4:34 ... My food is to finish His work
9:4 ... I must work ... Night is coming

  17:4 ... I’ve glorified You...
finished the work You gave Me.

Beware of slackening in the middle age!

3. Clarity (in faith & practice)
Jn 4:22 ... We know what we worship ...
Lk 4:42,43 ... I must preach in other cities also ...

for this purpose I was sent...
Jn 18:37 ... For this cause I was born ...

Blurring of the vision.
Other bandwagons.
Calling and gifting.
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4. Conviction (Verily ... verily ... Assuredly ...)

Lk 4:24 .. No prophet accepted in his own country.
Jn 12:24 ... Unless a corn of wheat dies ...
Mt 26:51-54 ... Can I not pray ...

How then will the Scripture be fulfilled?
5. Courage

Mt 22:16 ... Bold in teaching
Lk 13:31-33 ... Tell that fox ...

  9:51-53 ... set His face to go to Jerusalem
Jn 4:12/8:53 ... Are you greater than Jacob/Abraham
(He boldly changed things for the better.)

6. Carefulness/Cautiousness (Watchfulness)

Jn 2:24,25 ... He knew what was in man ...
He did not commit to them

Mt 22:16-18 ... Why do you test Me?
22:18 ... “knowing their wickedness”

Mk 12:15 ... “knowing their hypocrisy”
Lk 20:23 ... “knowing their craftiness”

Mt 4 — The three temptations — The Word of God
(Watch and pray ... flesh weak ...)

This doesn’t mean He suspected everyone and doubted
everything.

7. Comradeship
“That they may be with Him” (Mk 3:14)

He recruited associates from the very start —
Mt 4:17-19 ... Peter ... Andrew ...

He shared His knowledge with them —
Jn 15:15 ... not servants but friends ...

He shared His agony with them —
Mt 26:36-38 ... watch with Me

He shared His ministry with them —
Lk 10:1/Mt 28:19,20/Mk 16:20

8. Contentment
Freedom from anxiety and selfish ambitions
Mt 15:13,14 ... Every plant not planted by My Father
Jn 6:66-68 ... Do you also want to go away?
John the Baptist had a similar spirit (Jn 3:25-27)

9. Consistency
Jesus never deviated from His main mission.
He was not shifty. Not fluctuating. Not zig-zagging.
Jn 13:1 ... His love for the disciples same till the end.
He was a Soulwinner from the beginning to the end—

even on the Cross!
He was and is an Intercessor (Isa 53:12/Heb 7:24,25)
“Jesus Christ is the same yesterday ...” (Heb 13:8)

10. Confidence
Jn 13:3 ... Knowing that the Father had given all things

to Him —
a) He bowed down as a servant (Jn 13:4,5)
b) He refused to bow before Satan (Lk 4:5-8)

Jn 19:10,11 ... No power to Pilate (Persecutors)
unless given from Above.

Lk 23:46 ... “Father, into Your hands I commit My spirit”

No panicking whatsoever, because — Rom 8:28-30

The “ultimate” good!
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Christmas Crosses
Introduction

During the Christmas Season we talk about —
Christmas Cards
Christmas Carols
Christmas Candles
Christmas Cakes
Christmas Celebrations, Carnivals, Concerts,

Competitions, etc., etc.,

But my recent meditation of the Christmas story
in the Bible has given me a list of

“CHRISTMAS CROSSES”

This may sound strange,
but this is the other side of Christmas,
without which we will not get a wholesome picture.

Read the Christmas story from
Matthew 1 & 2
Luke 1 & 2

Five Crosses —
1. Pregnancy without Pleasure

— Pregnancy is a pride for a young woman.
— It’s a time for photographs, congrats and functions.
— Mary’s pregnancy was strange and questionable.
— Social stigma (Mt 1:18,19) —

No such precedence (even Sarah’s case was different.)
— Even for the husband, it lacked fulfillment —

(No touch) Not knowing her for 10 months (Mt 1:24,25)

J
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— Similar problem for her cousin Elizabeth.
(No talk) Her husband could not talk to her for 10 months.

Even during the first eight days until the Christening
Ceremony!

 There are several blessings God gives us which we are
not able to enjoy in the normal way.

Deprived of legitimate pleasures;
but the majority enjoys it!

But when we commit the situation to the Lord,
what comes out will be an inexplainable blessing —

eg) Baby John — “Voice of God”
Baby Jesus — “Word of God”

If we must be channels or vehicles of God’s message
to the world, crushing experiences are inevitable.

— Personal Testimony: The difficult birth of our daughter,
 Evangeline. Wife a Paediatrician!

2. Confinement without Comforts

 Travel from Nazareth (Galilee) to Bethlehem (Judea)
Lk 2:1-5— over 50 miles

— Could not have God postponed the conception of Mary
by a few months,

when He had been silent for 400 years?

— Full pregnancy — Alteast early pregnancy would not
(Lk 2:6) have been so bad.

  God prepared a “womb” for His Son —
Could He not have prepared a “room” for Him?
No room in the inn (Lk 2:7)

  Advantage of disadvantages!

— It was a preparation for Christ’s rugged and tough life!
“It’s good for a man to bear the yoke

while he is young!” (Lam 3:27)
... God has laid it on him! (v28)

— It became easy for Jesus to identify with the poor.

Personal Testimony:
Minimum clothes while in College.
No money for excursions.
Our house: Leaky roof, shutterless windows,

no electricity, ...
What I do for the poor today!

The apostles said: “We are poor but we make many rich”
(2 Cor 6:10)

— Comforts do not always make you comfortable!
(I murmured for a pair of shoes

 until I saw someone without feet.)
— “Simple living, high thinking”

— Dr. Abdul Kalam:
Rameswaram School  Rashtrapathi Bhavan

3. Lineage without Prestige
 Women are not usually mentioned in Jewish geneology;

but Matthew mentions 4 of them — of whom 2 were not
too moral!

a) Rahab (Mt 1:5) — Prostitute
b) Bathsheba (Mt 1:6) — Yielded to the King’s

 pressure
Even her name is not mentioned —
“Solomon by her who was Uriah’s wife”
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 Born in Bethlehem
— Little among the 1000s of towns in Judea

(Mic 5:2/Mt 2:6)
Brought up in Nazareth (Mt 2:23)

— “Can anything good come out of Nazareth?”

There are people who boast of their “place” and “race” ...

You may be intimidated by your poor background!

But remember,
God exalts the lowly (Mary’s Song, Lk 1:48a,52)

God calls nobodies (1 Cor 1:26-29)
and Jesus becomes everything for them (v30).

  Jesus’ economic condition —

Mary (Pigeons, not lambs) (Lev 12:8)
Joseph (Carpenter) (Mt 13:55)
Jesus (Called a Carpenter) (Mk 6:3)

 Jesus humbled Himself ... God highly exalted Him!
Let this mind be in you which was in Christ Jesus!

Phil 2:5-9

4. Angels without Miracles
 Angels have played a vital role in the Christmas story.

Angelic visits are nothing but
“God ministering to His people.”

Angels = Ministering spirits for those who inherit Salvation
(Heb 1:14)

Here was the One who would grant Salvation!
“Jesus” = “God my Salvation”

The angel said: He shall be called Jesus ... (Mt 1:21)
This was according to what the prophet said:

Immanuel ... “God with us!” (v23)

 If “God is with us,”
why should Joseph flee to Egypt & Galilee?

Mt 2:13 2:22
(Herod) (Herod’s Son)

If God could plant a seed in a virgin’s womb without a
man’s help, could He not protect that seed from the
Monarch’s hand?
Running with a young baby here & there was not easy.

The Truth: God does not “always” perform miracles;
He chooses to do according to His sovereign plan.

When God guides us without a miracle,
that’s a greater miracle!

The supernatural need not always be spectacular.
God is with us whether we feel it or not!
Christ is the greatest miracle from God!
When we have Jesus, we have everything from God —

“If God spared not His only Son ...” (Rom 8:32)

John Wesley: “The greatest of all is God is with us!”

5. Joy without Jubilance
 The Christmas message was heralded to the shepherds

as “Good tidings of great Joy”

But on the 8th day after His birth —
a heartbreaking statement to Mary
in the benediction:
“A sword will pierce your soul” (Lk 2:34,35)
“fall ... sword ... sign spoken against”

How would a mother feel at such a statement from the priest?

 Death of 1000s of innocent children —

Mt 2:16-18... “lamentation... mourning... weeping”



946945

What would those mothers have spoken about Mary?
“Conceived without a man; now all our legitimate

 children are gone!”
— No playmates for Jesus in His age group.
— He would have been called a bad omen.
— Mary must have told this later to Jesus.

That’s perhaps why He said —

“Permit little children to come to Me ...”
“A little child: The sign of the Kingdom”
“If you are an offence to a child ...”
“God has made praise from the mouths of babes”
“Pray for yourselves and your children”
“Behold, your son!”

He knew what it would mean to lose a child!
He died in front of His mother!

Because He suffered,
He is able to succour those who suffer.
His very name is “Comforter.”
His Spirit’s name is “Another Comforter.”

Conclusion
When the whole world is talking about Christmas,

What are the thorns pricking you?
What are the crosses crushing you?
Jesus understands!

1. Deprived of legitimate pleasures?
2. Too many disadvantages in life?
3. Poor social status?
4. Spiritual paradoxes? (Angels encamping, but ...)
5. Sorrowing while singing?

These Crosses will become Crowns in your life if you crown
Jesus as the King of your life.

Without Christ,
even all the pleasures in life are meaningless

(THORNS AROUND ROSES)
But with Christ,

even all the problems in life become meaningful
 (ROSES AMONG THORNS)

Your choice?

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Cross in Daily Life
Introduction

Lk 9:23 ... take up his cross daily and follow Me ...

 Christ bore the Cross and was crucified;
we are first crucified, and must go on bearing the Cross.

 The “Cross” is not an after-thought of God.
It was in God’s wisdom even before the

“foundation of the world” (Rev 13:8)
It goes from eternity past into eternity future.

 Even though there will be no Cross-bearing in Heaven,
the oft-repeated name of Christ there is “THE LAMB” —

1. Worship of the Lamb (Rev 5:12)
2. Wrath of the Lamb (6:16)
3. Shepherding by the Lamb (7:17)
4. Song of the Lamb (15:3)
5. Marriage of the Lamb (19:7)

— The Supper of the Lamb (19:9)
— The Wife of the Lamb (21:9)

6. Apostles of the Lamb (21:14)
7. The Lamb is the Temple (21:22)
8. The Lamb is the Light (21:23)
9. Book of the Lamb (21:27)

10. Throne of the Lamb (22:1,3)

Hallelujah for the Cross!

 Consider “Daily Cross” as a “Daily Blessing!”
Let’s study 5 of our basic exercises of daily living
and the work of the Cross in each of them —

1. Daily Worship
2. Daily Word-study
3. Daily Work
4. Daily Witnessing
5. Daily Worries

1. Daily Worship & the Cross
 Christ in prayer “in the days of His flesh” (Heb 5:7,8)

“cries” ... “tears” ... “fear”

A different kind of teaching is going on today
regarding prayer —

It is void of “reverence and fear.”
It goes to the extent of “commanding” God.

 — because we say He is our “Father” —
but the truth is in ... (v8)! ... “Though He was a Son”

 Prayer is meant to change us, not God!

The Testimony of an answered prayer —

I asked for strength,
and God gave me difficulties to make me strong.

I asked for wisdom,
and God gave me problems to learn to solve.

I asked for prosperity,
and God gave me brain & brawn (muscle) to work.

I asked for courage,
and God gave me dangers to overcome.

I asked for love,
and God gave me troubled people to help.

I asked for favours,
and God gave me opportunities.



950949

I received nothing I wanted;
I received everything I needed;
My prayer has been answered!

 The Bible abounds with prayers answered differently —

 Let’s make three tabernacles (Mt 17:4)
 Permit us to bring down fire as Elijah did (Lk 9:54)
 “Lord, shall we strike with the sword?” (Lk 22:49)

He did not reply, but they acted.
 Settle the dispute between me and my brother (Lk 12:13)
 Give them the left and right hand seats (Mt 20:21)
 Come and heal Lazarus (Jn 11:3)
 Tell Mary to help me (Lk 10:40)
 Send the multitude away (Mt 14:15)
 Give me this water (Jn 4:15)
 We want to see a sign from You (Mt 12:38)
 Remove this thorn (2 Cor 12:8)
 “Save Me from death” (Mt 26:53; Jn 12:27; Heb 5:7) —

But the Father saved Him from the death
of His soul (Acts 2:27).

(Study the Outline 70.)

2. Daily Word-study & the Cross
 Though Bible meditation rejoices our heart,

the primary purpose of Word-study is to transform us
so we may fit into God’s plan —

Heb 10:5-7, “I’m here to do it Your way, Oh God,
 the way it’s described in Your Book!”

This is what Jesus emphasized to the disciples
on the Road to Emmaus —

Lk 24:25-27 ... Pentateuch, Psalms, Prophets

 The Word is actually a “Sword” —
It is not a “butter knife”
to spread butter or jam!

The work of the Sword —
Heb 4:11-13 ... “sharp as a surgeon’s scalpel”

  It “is” painful.
But we choose rosy promises from the Bible,
and leave out its demands.

We are simply “standing” on His promises; “sitting” in
His premises; and “sleeping” with the Bibles as pillows —

Use God’s Word to search you —
It’s a lamp.
It’s a mirror.
It’s a plumbline.
It’s fire.

The Bible trims and cuts us to become “like little children.”
It is a difficult work.

eg) Prophet Elisha stretching himself
 on the child of the Shunamite! (2 Ki 4:32-35)

 Repeatedly — “He lay on him 3 times”
 In stages — “He sneezed 7 times and then got up!”

3. Daily Work & the Cross
 Work is a “blessing” from God to man (Gen 2:15).

But after the fall, He added an element of curse to it —
(Gen 3:17-19)

For the man the curse was on his work;
for the woman the curse was on her womb.

It is not lifted yet! (Birthpains are still there.)
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Therefore we should not be surprised at the various
kinds of difficulties and problems we face in our work
and workspot —

 Follow these Principles —

a) Do not murmur over the work or placement.
1 Cor 7:20-24 ... remain in calling ...

Joseph was Joseph whether it was prison or palace!

b) Relate rightly to authorities and coworkers.
1 Pet 2:13-22 ... obedience ... doing good ...

Accept injustice —
The Cross = His judgment was

taken away from Him!
(Isa 53:8; 1 Pet 2:23)

c) Be diligent and excel in your work.
We are guilty of many assignments undone,
half-done or ill-done!

On the Cross, Jesus triumphantly declared:
“It is finished!”

Only if you have your things “Welldone” here,
you will have your “Welcome” There!

4. Daily Witnessing & the Cross
Witnessing before a wicked world is nothing but self-denial
& cross-bearing —

“If you are embarrassed over Jesus today, you will be
a greater embarrassment to Him tomorrow.”

Mk 8:34-38
To stand ridicule,

 mockery,
opposition,

rejection, etc.

Away with Jesus! ... Away with Paul!
“Let’s go outside the gate!” (Heb 13:13)

 I die daily ...
I risk hourly ... (1 Cor 15:30-32)

Fighting with “beasts at Ephesus”
i.e. Worshippers of “Diana”
Acts 19:24-35 ... They claimed that Diana

had come from Heaven!
(= Zeus) v35

We have many such claims in India!

 Let our commitment be —
“As much as is in me,

I am ready to preach the gospel” (Rom 1:15)

“Ready to spend myself and be spent” (2 Cor 12:15)

He gave His back for us (Psa 129:3);
let’s give our neck for Him! (Rom 16:4).

5. Daily Worries & the Cross
 There’s no man or woman in the world without worries.

Worries will continue till we reach the other world
where God will wipe away all our tears.

But now “killed all day long” — Rom 8:35,36

But we have two Helpers —

a) The Spirit here in us (v26)
b) The Saviour there for us (v34)

We do not sorrow over our sorrows,
but our greatest sorrow is the Salvation of others

(Rom 9:1,2)
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The secret of the atom’s immeasurable and limitless power
is in its being split!

The thorn in Paul’s flesh did not intimidate him;
but it inspired him!

 Let’s close with Paul’s words of encouragement
to Timothy —

2 Tim 2:11,12a

Bear the Cross
Wear the Crown

“THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING!”

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“Crucified to the World”
Introduction

 The word “WORLD” is used to mean so many things
in the New Testament.

“World” — Greek: Kosmos
= earth
= human race
= Gentiles (non-Jews)
= temporal possessions
= the present condition of human affairs

in opposition to God
When we say “worldliness” we refer to the last meaning.

 Text: Paul’s testimony: (Gal 6:14)

a) The world crucified to me
= The world cannot entice me.

b) I’m crucified to the world
= I will not go after the world.

 This is not an optional subject but a fundamental
requirement for a Christian —

Inaugural message on the Birthday of the Church
Acts 2:40 ... crooked generation

The very definition of Christianity
Js 1:27 ... unstained from the world

The very first act of Creation
Gen 1:3,4 ... separated light from darkness

The very first sentence of the longest book in the Bible -
Psa 1:1 ... ungodly ... mockers ...
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How does worldliness manifest itself?
1. Fellowship with the wicked

2 Cor 6:14-18 ... What fellowship? ...? ...? ...? ...?

Was not Jesus a “friend” of Sinners?
But He was “separate” from sinners —

Heb 7:26
He did not learn from them;
they learned from Him!

Psa 1:1

eg) You do not enjoy their filthy jokes/talks.
“Bad company ruins good morals” (1 Cor 15:33).

2. Lusts of the World
Gal 5:24 (A list in vv19-21)
Confess these sins one by one.
Do all that’s possible to overcome them.
You become weak everytime you yield.
Saying “no” strengthens your spiritual muscles.

Apostle Paul’s confession:
Battle between mind and body (Rom 7:21-25)

When a youngster asked a 90-year old Preacher
as to when these temptations would cease, the answer:

“I’ll tell you when I come to that age!”

Claim the promises of God —
2 Pet 1:4 ... The Divine nature ... corruption of ... world

3. Things of the World
1 Jn 2:15 — This is a materialistic society.

Set your mind on things above, because ...
Col 3:1-3 ... dead with Christ ... risen

“A man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his
 possessions” —

Lk 12:15
A Parable follows immediately —

“Field ... crops ... barns ... many years ...”
“You fool!” ... “NOT RICH TOWARDS GOD!”

(v21)
i.e. No Kingdom concern (v31)

Do not leave too much for your children —
“Sell ... give alms ... treasure in Heaven ...

where your treasure ...” (vv33,34)
Calvary speaks of outstretched hands and open palms!
Don’t be a Demas! (2 Tim 4:10)

4. Fashions/Trends of the World
Eph 2:1,2,3 ... the course of this world
Rom 12:2 ... Be not conformed ... but be transformed ...

eg)Dress — What’s the trend?
Expose as much as possible.
Not just attractive, but suggestive, provocative.

Ask not: How short is too short?
too long? too tight? too open?

Men : You must look masculine in your dress.
Women : You must look feminine in your dress.

Do not compromise on values.
When you refuse, you’ll be hated (Jn 7:7)

The trend is downward on the scale of modesty & decency.

— The devil does it in stages:
eg) Frog in waterbath, steady heating

— The argument: Everybody does it!
Say, “Others may; but I can’t!”
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5. Pleasures of this World
God wants us to be happy —

The prescription is “Beatitudes” (Mt 5:2-11)

1 Cor 7:29-31 ... Overindulgence warned against

Overindulgence invariably leads to perversion —

That’s what happened in the days of Noah (Mt 24:37,38)
The same will happen today!

6. Popularity in this World
Jn 17 — The High Priestly prayer

Hated by the world (vv14,15,16)

Popularity/prominence seekers will lose their very faith —
Jn 5:44 ... How can you believe?

Do not seek “great things for yourself ” (Jer 45:5) —
Name/Fame ... It becomes a game!

Friend of this world vs. Enemy of God
Js 4:4 ... enemy of God

 :5 ... Spirit yearns jealously.
 :6 ... more grace ... pride ...

Pride of Race (community/caste)
Face (complexion/features/looks)
Lace (dress/style/jewelry)
Place (nativity/regionalism)
Space (properties)

 Conclusion
Just before crucifixion,
Jesus said: Jn 14:30 ... Ruler of this world coming;

he has nothing in Me!
We must be able to say so.

170

Why Chastisement?

Introduction
 Popular slogans — Jesus Saves!

Jesus Loves!
Jesus Redeems!
Jesus Calls!
Jesus Blesses! etc.

Why not, “Jesus Corrects”?
He did so much of this in the Gospels —
“Healing” + “Teaching”
That’s why the Jews crucified Him!

His last message to the Church —
“Whom I love, I rebuke and chasten!” (Rev 3:19)

 Similarly, popular names used in worship —
Jehovah-Jireh
Jehovah-Shammah
Jehovah-Shalom
Jehovah-Raah (Rohi)
Jehovah-Rapha

Why not, “Jehovah-Makkeh?” (Ezek 7:9)
  “I am the Lord who strikes you!”

 We talk about Revival but why does Revival tarry?
Answer: Hos 6:1,2

“Come, let’s return to the Lord,
for He has torn us ... stricken us ...
He will REVIVE us ... RAISE us up!”

Otherwise there will be only RATTLE, not Revival!
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 To study this subject of God’s Chastisement,
I’ve picked up the Book of Hebrews —

No other book explains the purpose of Chastisement
better than this.

Even in this book,
we spend more time in Chapter 11 (Faith)
than in any other!

We have neglected the next Chapter (Ch 12),
and even forgotten it! (See v5a)

 The purpose of this message is to REVIVE you (vv12,13)

Why Chastisement?
Text: Hebrews 12:5-11

1. To remind us of God’s FATHERHOOD
(vv7,8)

We cannot cane another man’s child,
however much we may love him!

 An important OT truth —
Moses — Dt 8:5 ... as a man chastens his son ...
Solomon — Prov 3:11,12 ... father corrects the son

Moses  Solomon  Author of Hebrews

 The Fatherhood of God ...
Saviourhood of the Son We talk so much
Companionship of the Spirit about these two.

But what is central?
2 Cor 13:14 ... the benediction

The Father’s love is made tangible
through the Son’s grace and the Spirit’s company.

Trinitarian () ... Unitarian () ... Binitarian ()

 Every chastisement is a reminder of God’s ownership
of us as a Father —

eg) Lk 9:30,31,35 ... Transfiguration
Moses & Elijah ... Calvary ... Behold ...

 No one can escape chastisement —
“every son” (v6)

That’s why Jesus the Son was not spared —
Isa 53:10a ... “It pleased the Lord to crush Him ...

 put Him to grief”
 The Father does not chastise us for His pleasure —

Lam 3:31-33 ... He does not afflict us willingly
eg) Ephraim: Jer 31:20 ... My heart yearns ...

  Hos 11:3,4,7,8 ... My heart churns ...

 God is the Father of Mercies and ALL comfort
2 Cor 1:3

2. To get our attention for CORRECTION
(v9)

The cane is the magic rod on the child who otherwise
will not listen —

“He who spares the rod hates his son” (Prov 13:24)
(Spare the cane; spoil the cat!)

“The rod of correction drives away foolishness”
(Prov 22:15)

 How God the Father uses the rod —
2 Sam 7:14 ... (God speaks to David about Solomon)

“rod of MEN” — thro’ or by men ...
“blows of MEN” — verbal or physical

 Afflictions humble us before God —
eg) King Manasseh

He rebuilt the altars broken down
by his dad, Hezekiah ... 2 Chr 33:10,12,13
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The Psalmist
Psa 119:67,71 ... I learn ...

 God puts us on our back, so we may look up!
eg) Faulty interpersonal relationships ...

“Lord’s Supper” in Corinth —
 1 Cor 11:18,28-33 ... sick ... dead ...

Holiness x bitterness (Heb 12:14,15)

 Sickness an opportunity for reconciliation (Js 5:14-16)
We learn how important people are!
eg) I understood this during my heart surgery (1996)

 Self-examination (Lam 3:39-42)

3. To make us LIKE JESUS
(v10)

 Heb 2:10,11 ... Captain ... suffering ...
“many” sons into glory

Similarly, Rom 8:28,29,30 ...
All things for good ... His image ... glorified!

Do not stop in between “justification” & “glorification.”

Justification : Takes us to Heaven.
Glorification : Brings Heaven to us.

 The desire of Jesus also to give us His position that
He has with His Father —

eg) Message to the Philadelphian Church —
 Rev 3:10 ... Trial

:12 ... My ... My ... My (5 times)

eg) Resurrection: My Father and Your Father
 (Jn 20:17) My God and Your God

Jn 14:1-3
... Let not your heart be troubled...
... I go to prepare a place for you ....
... You may be where I am ...

Jn 17:24 (High Priestly Prayer)
 “Father, I desire that they also may be
  where I am ... glory”

4. To increase our FRUITFULNESS
(v11)

 Jn 15:1,2 ... The Father prunes ...
 Pruning is painful ...
 It removes all outward show/beauty
 (eg) Pruned vineyards

 The purpose of chastisement is enrichment
of our lives —

Psa 66:10-12 ... “ultimately”

 Not a “great” vessel but a “clean” vessel —
2 Tim 2:20,21 ... If anyone cleanses himself ...

“Great House!”

— Even a silver plate cannot be used without washing!
— Even a clay pot can be used if washed!

Gold and silver vessels may glitter;
but if unclean they cannot be used!

A searching question for those active in the ministry —
Am I simply used by people or useful?

 Increase Bible meditation during chastisement —

eg) Joseph (Psa 105:17-22) ... Word tried him ...
He became a “fruitful bough”
as per his dad’s prophecy — (Gen 49:22-26)
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5. To increase our GOD-DEPENDENCE
i.e. faith

(vv2,12,13)

 Job 23:8-10 ... I know not ... He knows ... fine gold ...

 Discipline of darkness
Isa 50:10,11 ... obeys ... darkness ... trust ...

eg) Outer Court  Inner Court  Innermost place
“The Most Holy Place” ... “The Most Holy Faith!”

(OT) (NT)
Jude 20 ... “Build up yourself !”

   by a) PRAYING in the Spirit
b) ENJOYING the love of the Father
c) EXPECTING the Return of Jesus

Here again, the Fatherhood is central!

 God removes the human props so we may trust only
in HIM —

Mic 7:5-9 ... friend ... son ... daughter ...
“Indignation of the Lord” (v9)
“Hands of God rather than the hands of men!”

(2 Sam 24:13,14)

Do not blame anyone that he does not help you ...
The truth is, they cannot help us... God has stopped them!

 Do not be “discouraged”
Heb 12:5b

As a Father, He knows our frame —
Psa 103:13,14
He “pities”
He knows our “frame”
He remembers we are “dust”

 Conclusion
The Chastisement of the Father on His Son was over
at His death —

But Good Friday is not the end for a Christian —
Easter Sunday is coming!

“Come, let’s return to the Lord ...
He tore us .. He will heal us ...

 After two days, He will revive us;
on the third day He will raise us up,

that we may live in His sight!”
(Hos 6:1,2)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Overcoming Worries thro’ the Cross
Introduction

Several things happened when Jesus gave up His spirit —

Mt 27:50-53 Only these 2 Evangelists report the
Mk 15:38 immediate happenings.

Both of them report FIRST OF ALL,
“The veil was torn!”

This is where the New Testament begins!
The Way into the Holiest now wide open!
Therefore come boldly to the Throne of Grace —

Heb 4:16

The remedies from the Cross for our common worries:
1. Worry over Sin

Jesus prayed: “Father, forgive them!” (Lk 23:34)

 We are sinners, so we sin;
therefore, “Forgive them!”

 Christ carried all our sins —
past ... present ... future
It was an “once-for-all” Sacrifice.

 Where are our sins now?
Sea — depth East-West — width
Sky — height Back — length
(Mic 7:19; Isa 44:22; Psa 103:12; Isa 38:17)

 No more guilt — No condemnation —
 You cannot commit a sin that cannot be washed

by the blood of Jesus
Scarlet ... snow/crimson ... wool
“Come, let’s reason together!” (Isa 1:18)

 If the devil reminds you of your past,
remind him of his future!

Yes, no worry about sin because of the Cross!

2. Worry about Future
The thief prayed to Jesus for his future.
Jesus replied: “Verily, Verily, ...” (Lk 23:43)

 No need to know what the future holds for us;
it’s enough to know who holds the future ...

He is the Alpha & the Omega.
Author & Finisher.

He knows the end from the beginning! (Isa 46:10)

 The good work God has begun in us ...
“Being confident of this very thing ...” (Phil 1:6)

 No problem will come to you that God and you cannot
handle together —

1 Cor 10:13 ... No temptation ... too big

 Do not be afraid of death!
Heb 2:14,15 ... Fear of death ...

bondage ... “all lifetime”
You will not die before time.
Your hairs are numbered.
You are the apple of God’s eye.

Yes, no worry about the future because of the Cross!

Fanny Crosby: Blessed Assurance ... Jesus is Mine!
This is my story ... song ...
Praising my Saviour all the day long!

3. Worry about Family
God’s concern for each family manifested when Jesus
said, “Behold, your son ... your mother!” (Jn 19:26,27)
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 God is more interested than you about your family.

eg) Noah + family in flood
Rahab + family in judgment/Jericho
Zacchaeus + family ... “Salvation for this house!”
Philippian Jailer ... “You and your family”

 What’s your problem?
Unsaved husband?
Non-cooperative wife?
Disobedient children?
Trouble-making relatives?

Solution : PRAY for them!
Jesus : “Weep for your children ...” (Lk 23:28)

 Last days: The Devil plays havoc in families.
The Holy Spirit counteracts —
Mal 4:5,6 ... fathers ... children

4. Worry over Perplexities
Jesus Cried, “My God, My God, ...?” (Mt 27:46)

Anything He could bear but this separation!

This is the central cry from the Cross.
All the rest are statements; this is the only question.

God did not answer the question,
but gave Him grace and strength
to go thro’ the situation.

 All our questions in life may not be answered —

Why? — Why not?
Why me? — Who then?
Why now? — When then?
Why this? — What then?

 God is not obliged to answer our questions;
but He gives grace —

Discipline of Darkness (Isa 50:10)
Even if God explains, ... our chicken brain ...

“I know not, but He knows” (Job 23:8-10)
John Wesley: “The greatest of all is, God is with us!”

5. Worry about Sicknesses & Finance
“I thirst” — Physiological suffering/need

(Jn 19:28)
Isa 53:4 ... griefs = sicknesses

sorrows = pains (Mt 8:16,17)

 Believe that Christ is the Saviour of our body also.
Under normal cricumstances,

God will heal us in answer to prayer;
but not always!
eg) Paul’s thorn ... My grace ... My strength

 Ours is still a “mortal” body —
Now only “firstfruits” (Rom 8:23)
Lazarus died again! Two funerals for him!

Don’t be disillusioned/deceived by the modern Gospel—
“No sickness?”

If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves.
If we say we have no sickness, ... ourselves & others.

NHNE: No sickness, pain, tears, death, ... (Rev 21:1-4)

Because of the Cross & the Resurrection,
we will one day experience total glorification of our bodies.

 Financial worries — Folks even commit suicide.
Jesus: Worry not ... eat ... (Mt 6:25-34)

Your Heavenly Father knows ...
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6. Worry over Work/Vocation

Jesus said, “It’s finished” — That’s an assurance that
He will enable us to finish our work too (Jn 19:30).

Do not worry over your inadequacy, insufficiency,
     weakness, etc.

Students: Worry over studies

Believe —
 God’s assignments are only according to our ability

5 talents, 2 talents, 1 talent (Mt 25:14-30)

 God expects us just to be faithful —
“Well done, good and faithful servant!”

 God does not want us to do everything,
but only what’s assigned to us —

Jesus did not come to India or go to Africa!

 God wants us to do just what we can—
“She did what she could!” (Mk 14:8)
The 2-talented man need not bring 5 talents.

 Conclusion

The way to overcome all these and other worries is by prayer
and commitment —

“Father, into Your hands ...” (Lk 23:46)

First He said, “Father”
In the middle, “My God” i.e. God is our Father!
Finally He said, “Father”

Appreciation of the Fatherhood of God
is the secret of overcoming all worries.

Paul : I know whom I have believed (2 Tim 1:12)

Jude : God is able to keep you from falling (Jude 24)

Jesus: You are in My hand ...
You are in My Father’s hand ...
No one can snatch you (Jn 10:28,29)

Do not let worry worry you;
but worry worry until it worries you no longer!

(Study the Outlines 2 & 172 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Seven Sayings from the Cross
So many sermons have been preached on the seven sayings of
Christ from the Cross. Here’s another outline —

1. Father, Forgive them;
for they know not what they do! (Lk 23:34)

The Cross symbolizes reconciliation:
God ø Man / Man ø Man

No reconciliation without forgiveness.

The first lesson after the Lord’s Prayer —
Mt 6:14,15 ... forgive ...

The first thing to be done before offering —
Mt 5:23,24 ... first be reconciled ...

Forgive your brother/sister.
Forgive your husband/wife.
Forgive your relatives/neighbours.
Forgive your friends/coworkers.

How to love the unlovables —

 Realize how God loved you, an unlovable.
 Realize how much God loves the other person.
 Our life is short — What do we benefit by carrying grudge?

2. Assuredly I say to you:
Today you will be with Me in Paradise! (Lk 23:43)

Can I know I am saved? YES!

Acts 2:47 ... The saved were added to the Church.
Acts 16:30,34 ... The Jailer got saved and rejoiced.
Lk 19:9,10 ... Zacchaeus ... Today salvation ...

Salvation in 3 tenses —

a) Past ... Deliverance from the Penalty of Sin
b) Present ... Deliverance from the Power of Sin
c) Future ... Deliverance from the Presence of Sin

How to be saved —

Realize you are a sinner.
Repent to God the Father.
Receive Christ by faith as your Saviour and Lord.
Rejoice you are a child of God now.

Do not postpone! Do not quote the dying thief !

Today is the Day of Salvation! (2 Cor 6:2)
He who is often reproved ... (Prov 29:1)

3. Woman, Behold your son ...
Behold your mother! (Jn 19:26,27)

Here’s a message to all children!

The sign of the last days —

Mal 4:5,6 ... fathers ... children ...
2 Tim 3:1,2 ... disobedient to parents ...

 Obey your parents though they may not understand
all you say —

Lk 2:48-51 ... Jesus was subject to His parents.

 Help your parents every way —
Mk 6:3 ... A family of a minimum of 7 children —

  Jesus helped in the carpentry shop.

 Support them when they are old —
eg) 1 Tim 5:16
Remember, one day you will become like them!
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 The only commandment with promise —
Honour your father and mother (Eph 6:1-3)

 The first of the second set of 10 Commandments —
Honour your father and mother (Ex 20:12)

4. My God, My God, Why have You forsaken Me? (Mt 27:46)

— The central cry of the Cross!
— This was when the “sin” of the whole world

came on Him.
He became sin for us (2 Cor 5:21)
The Father God hid His face from Jesus for a moment.

This is called the “Discipline of Darkness” —
Isa 50:10 ... obeys ... darkness ... trust ...

Example from the Tabernacle —
Outer Court : Sunlight
Inner Court : Candlelight
Innermost Court : No light

This is where we are to
“walk by faith and not by sight” or feelings (2 Cor 5:7)

Jesus asks this question to His Father calling Him,
“My God” — then acknowledging His Sovereignty.

It was a cry of agony, not anger!

Here we see the human side of the Divine Son of God —

Because He went thro’ all these moments of agony
and loneliness, He understands our struggles perfectly
and helps us appropriately (Heb 2:17,18; 4:14-16).

Do you feel forsaken? But not really!
“I’ll never leave you nor forsake you” (Heb 13:5b)

God hides Himself but never absents Himself !

5. I thirst! (Jn 19:28)

God allows suffering in our lives to teach us many lessons —

 One lesson: “We must be interdependent,
 not independent.”

Human ego & pride refuse to request help from others!
God breaks it in suffering.

The Church is a Body.
No member can function alone independently.

 Another lesson:
Jesus took the sinner’s place on the Cross.
His thirst represents the thirst of every man
and woman —

Money cannot quench that thirst —
eg) sea water

Pleasures cannot quench that thirst —
eg) Solomon (Eccl 2:1-11,17)

The Gospel of Christ alone can satisfy the vacuum
in the heart of man (The last invitation — Rev 22:17)

Therefore, let’s evangelize.
What we do to these hungry, thirsty people, we do to Christ:
“I was thirsty and you gave me to drink.”

6. It is finished! (Jn 19:30)

— This is a shout of victory!
— All the demands of a holy God for the Salvation of man

were fully met.
— Salvation is by the Cross plus or minus nothing.

We cannot add anything to it.
We cannot earn it also. It’s a gift (Eph 2:8,9).
None can boast, “I did this or that.”

Difference between Christianity and all religions —
“Done!” vs. “Do!”
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Christianity: Salvation to Sanctification
Other religions: Sanctification to Salvation

Religious works do not save us —
Church membership does not save us.
Baptism/Confirmation does not save us.
Communion does not save us.
Offerings, etc. do not save us.

Faith on the finished work of Christ alone saves us!
Will you accept this gift today?

7. Father, Into Your hands I commend My spirit!
(Lk 23:46)

A picture of full surrender and
 total commitment.

First Saying: ... “Father ...
Fourth (middle) Saying: ... “My God ...
Seventh Saying: ... “Father ...

A life of God-centredness ... Alpha & Omega
A life of God-dependence.

Safety and Security have become unknown these days.
But, see these passages —

“You are in My hands ... no man can pluck you”
“I have counted your very hair ...”
“I’ve drawn you on the palms of My hands ...”
“Your life is hid with Christ in God”
“I know whom I’ve believed...What I committed to Him.”

“Safe in the arms of Jesus!” — Not just for the tombstones!
He knows and keeps us

“from before the womb to beyond the tomb”

(Study the Outlines 2 & 171 also.)

173

Hurdles Race
Introduction

 When we want to be at our best for God,
there are numerous hurdles we must cross over!
“Passover” appears easier then “Crossover!”

We will consider 7 hurdles here —

1. Spiritual Failures
Romans 8 is the best prescription.

 Doubting our position in Christ (v15)
State vs. Standing

 Weakness, especially in prayer (v26)

 Accusations and Condemnation (vv31-34)

 Will we make it? (vv35-39) ... more than conquerors

Don’t slow down — Keep working for God —
“Pruning for fruitful branch” (Jn 15:2)

Regularize spiritual disciplines.

If there’s dullness in prayer and Bible meditation —
Isa 50:10 ... Just trust!

 51:2 ... Look at Abraham and Sarah ...
long periods of uncertainty.

2. Material Losses/Financial Difficulties
Habakkuk 3 is the best prescription —

Antidotes —
 Worship (v18) —

Subject: Salvation (eg. Lk 1:46,47)
Nothing else so exciting (1 Pet 1:6-9)



978977

 Work (v19) —
especially ministry —
“making many rich” (2 Cor 6:10)

a) Mental Correction —
Prosperity or poverty doesn’t mean God’s approval
or disapproval of what we’re doing.

b) Check —
Giving to God.
Hard work.
Prudent spending/Compulsive buying.
Excessive borrowing (an addiction).

3. Social/Societal Conflicts
 In the Church/ministry
 In the workspot
 In the neighbourhood
 In the family/with children

 eg) David a man after God’s own heart had these
conflicts all thro’ his life —
His Psalms indicate this. (See page 449)

 “As much as it lies within you ...”
(Rom 12:18)

“If a man’s ways please the Lord, even his enemies ...”
Is it guaranteed?

The truth is: When we are at peace with God,
living in peace with men becomes easy.

 Friends or Family members
Mic 7:5-7

Do not wait for 100% solution —
Keep going — eg) 1 Cor 7:29-31

4. Vocational Problems
 Overwork, underpaid
 No job satisfaction
 No appreciation
 Favouritism
 Jealousy — Joseph & Daniel were victims of envy
 Unreasonable bosses (1 Pet 2:18,19)

 Jesus, wood-worker for 18 years;
wonder-worker for just 3yrs.

 Nehemiah, a “lay” person active in God’s work.
(Neh 4:1,7,8; 6:2,3,10-12, etc.)

 Realization that we are serving “God” —
Eph 6:5-8 ... whether the work secular or sacred!
“Whether you eat or drink ...” (1 Cor 10:31)

 Promotion from “God” —
 No man can lift us or bring us down.

5. Mental Worries
 Events of the past or fears of the future
 Depression
 Confusion
 Lack of concentration
 Disturbing dreams
 Disappointments
 Uncertainties
 Questions ... “How” ... “Why”
 Sorrow upon Sorrow

 Avoid idling
— Be active in what you like to do.

“Whatever your hand finds to do ...” (Eccl 9:10)

 Eating, Dressing, Outing, Family life, etc.  (       :7-9)
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Anything that relaxes you.
Never lose the “joy of the Lord” (Neh 8:10)

 Phil 4:7,8,9 ... Peace of God ... God of Peace

The “Bible” alone satisfies all these requirements.
Can we not then read or watch anything else?
Anything that’s not evil or suggestive is ok!

6. Ministerial Struggles
 Loss of initial excitement ... “first love” (Rev 2:4)
 Unrealistic expectations
 Leaders & Associates
 Fruitlessness
 Pessimism in course of time

 What God looks at is faithfulness and consistency.

 Do your best.

 One sows and another reaps (Jn 4:37).

 God shows to us hardly 25% of our accomplishments.

 Pressure due to comparison —
Gifts according to “His will” and “Our ability”
Talents: 5 ... 2 ... 1
“Who makes you differ?” (1 Cor 4:7)

 Have a break to avoid burn-out —
Refresh, recoup — “Come apart!” (Mk 6:31)
eg) Give yourself exclusively to a season of reading,

 listening to music, etc.
Proportion of work: rest = 6:1 (Ex 20:8-11)

Even for the land (Lev 25:1-4)

Sundays are also working days for several of us.
Have a good annual vacation.

7. Physical Sufferings (Sicknesses, Handicaps)
 Personal or family members

 Claim the healing promises of God.
 Do not feel guilty if you are not able to perform

at your optimum capacity.
 Learn lessons if it’s chastisement. (Outline 170)
 Unusual power of God in our weakness (Paul’s thorn)

(2 Cor 12:7-10)
 Conclusion

I have always worked with lots of problems; but
Jehovah has been sufficient:

1. Spiritual Failures
— Jehovah-Tsidkenu (Sanctifier)

2. Financial Difficulties
— Jehovah-Jireh (Provider)

3. Social Conflicts
— Jehovah-Raah (Shepherd)

4. Vocational Problems
— Jehovah-Shammah (Presence of God)

5. Mental Worries
— Jehovah-Shalom (Peace-giver)

6. Ministerial struggles
— Jehovah-Nissi (Victor)

7. Physical sufferings
— Jehovah-Rapha (Healer)

The All-sufficient God!

(See page 422 for more compound Names of Jehovah.)
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174

Jesus’ Footsteps of Pain
Introduction

 In so many Bible passages, we are called to follow Jesus;
but only in one passage “His Footsteps!” —

1 Pet 2:21-23
The context is suffering.
His life was one of suffering and pain from the
beginning to end—

Let’s trace His footsteps of pain —
 He was not privileged to be born in the comfort of a home

or a Hospital, but a cattleshed — not even a lodge!
Lk 2:7

 He often lived without the comfort of a home —
Mt 8:19,20 ... foxes ... birds ...
No settled life!

This is practised today by pioneer missionaries.

 How much we complain even over a small discomfort
 of a settled life!

eg) Powercut, water shortage, sewage block, mosquito
problem, monkey menace, etc.

 The spirit of complaining and irritation will spoil
 the fragrance of a Christian.

 In some houses, He was not shown even the basic gesture
of hospitality —

Lk 7:36 ... A Pharisee’s house
:40 ... He knew that Jesus was a Teacher
:44-46 ... no water ... no hug ... no oil

How much we will be hurt if we are not treated properly
in wedding parties or such functions!

How did Jesus overcome this hurt?
He concentrated on His primary mission —

vv48,50 ... Forgiving and saving the sinners

 As a travelling Preacher, and without regular meals,
He often became hungry —

He would look up to trees for fruit!
At parties & dinners, He obviously must have eaten a lot —

Accusation: Glutton ...
Mt 11:19 ... i.e. winebibber ... excessive drinker

See His hint: “I was hungry... I was homeless...” (Mt 25:42,43)

 Even His burial was in a borrowed tomb —

Mt 27:57-60 ... Joseph ... in his tomb
How Christians reserve spots/spaces for burial!

1. Pain of Scandal & Accusation
 His virgin birth was indirectly attacked —

Jn 8:41

The news of how He was born to a virgin would have been
the gossip in the region for many many years.

 “You are a Samaritan and have a demon.”
Jn 8:48

“Samaritan” — You are not doing the works of your
father Abraham (v39)

“Demon” — You are of your father the devil (v44)

By saying that Jesus was a “Samaritan,” they were
accusing Him that He was not walking strictly as a Jew!
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 You are not even fifty (Jn 8:57)

i.e. You are inexperienced, a novice.
50 was considered as the minimum age

for any public service.
 “He is out of His mind” (Mk 3:21)

He is possessed not with an ordinary demon
but Beelzebub, the Ruler of Demons! (v22)

We will be called even by worse names —
Mt 10:25

We must not expect a better treatment —
vv24,25a ... “Disciple/Teacher”  “Servant/Master”

 Along with accusation comes mockery —

— Prophesy! (Mk 14:65) — Gift questioned
— Hail King! (Mk 15:18-20)— Leadership challenged
— Save Yourself! (Mk 15:29-31)— Ministry ridiculed

2. Pain of Rejection
Mk 6:3,4 ... Rejection by His own countrymen & relatives
Lk 20:17 ... Rejected stone becomes the chief cornerstone.

It does not happen immediately —
He had to be in the grave for 3 days! (Acts 2:26)
This was prophesied in Isa 53:3

See the kind of person they preferred over Jesus —
Lk 23:18,19 ... Barabbas — a notorious murderer!

Actual name of Barabbas — “Jesus Barabbas!” (Bar-Abba)

This was pointed out by Peter —
Acts 3:14 ... Holy One ... Just ... a murderer

The world rejects us not because they want someone better
than us, but because they just do not want us!

How to handle such a situation —
Remember, “it hated Him before it hates us” (Jn 15:18)

No man is fully accepted until he is totally rejected.
But why does the world hate us? —

“without a cause!” (v25)

“But” when the Comforter comes ... (v26)
This is why the Holy Spirit is sent to us.

3. Pain of Loneliness
No child of God, especially anyone in Christian leadership,
can escape this pain.

The supreme purpose for which Jesus chose the 12 —
Mk 3:14 ... that they might be with Him

Except when He wanted to spend time alone with His Father,
He always took the disciples with Him.

He walked with them.
He worked with them.
He slept with them.
He ate with them.

But when He wanted them most, they failed Him —
Mt 26:38 ... “watch WITH Me”

:40 ... “watch WITH Me”

Already prophesied: Isa 59:16/63:5
He “wondered ... no one to help”

 There may be times when we may not get one to atleast
pray with us. Folks would distance themselves because —
either they hesitate to identify with our problem,
or they have their own problems (Lk 22:44,45)

This was the situation on the Mount of
Transfiguration also (Lk 9:30-32)

(Peter & others ... sorrow ... heavy with sleep)
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At such times, God will send His ministering Angels
to help us —

Lk 22:43... May not to deliver us but to strengthen us (v44)

 Another reason why folks desert us in crisis is that they
become busy with their own agenda —

Lk 22:24... While He was talking about betrayal (v21),
they went on with their “rivalry!”

This is called, “fishing in troubled waters!”
“Wounds from friends” (Zech 13:6)

 The pain of loneliness is not a joke —
You will suffer even from insomnia (Psa 102:7)

The pain of loneliness reaches its zenith when God Himself
seems to desert us —

Mk 15:33,34 ... darkness ... 12 noon to 3 pm
“My God, My God, why... forsaken...?”

Did God really “forsake” Jesus?
We do not exactly know it!

But Jesus, as a human being, felt so.
He cried, My God, not My Father! (First & Final cry)

At such times, read Psalm 77.

(This is not a Psalm of David but of Asaph, who was one of the
three families set aside by David for music and prophesying.
There are totally 12 Psalms attributed to this family) —

1 Chr 25:1,2; Psa 77:7,8,9 ?????? (6 questions)
Selah! (v9) — Better stop!
“This is my anguish” (v10a)

Where is God’s “way?”
a) In the sanctuary (v13) ... utter darkness
b) In the sea (v19) ... “Footsteps” not known!
c) In the storm (Nah 1:3b)

When we follow the “footsteps” of Jesus,
it may be like a “journey into the unknown” —

Nevertheless, He will lead (v20)

Follow Him as long as you watch His footsteps;
when His footsteps are not known, keep holding His hand;
He will lead you!

 Read the Book of Psalms again and again.
So many references to the sufferings of Christ —

 A worm (22:6)
 Poor and needy (40:17)
 A stranger to My brothers (69:8)
 Full of heaviness (69:20)
 Poor & sorrowful (69:29)
 A sparrow on the housetop (102:7)
 Withered like grass (102:11)

 A corrective teaching necessary here:

Popular teaching of the day:
Christ suffered so we do not need to suffer.

But the Bible teaches otherwise —

 Col 1:24 ... sufferings ... fill up what’s lacking ...
The cup of “blessing” is actually
a cup of “suffering!” (Baptism of Suffering)

 2 Cor 4:8-10 ... always carrying the dying ...

 Rom 8:36 ... Killed all day long ...

 — With what? (v35) all types ...

Not chastisement due to sin (Psa 44:20-22).
No gain without pain!
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 Even bodily sickness
eg) thorn in flesh (2 Cor 12:7)

 all for Christ’s sake (v10)
Sometimes healing — many times enduring

 Lk 23:31 ... Green Tree vs. Dry Wood

 Conclusion
 Psa 17:14 ... Not satisfied/settled with earthly blessings

 :15 ... But ... “awaking in Your likeness!”

1 Jn 3:2 ... See Him as He is ... be like Him!

In His footsteps!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

175

Persecution & Martyrdom
Introduction

 Because we hardly hear sermons or rarely come across
essays on martyrdom, we tend to think that martyrdom
is a matter of the past.

But according to the International Bulletin of
Missionary Research, an estimated 1,60,000 Christians
are martyred every year.

 This happens mostly in the 10/40 Window —
i.e. Nations between the latitude of 100 and 400 —

97% of all unreached peoples live here.
Many of these Nations are closed to the Gospel.

eg) Afghanistan North Korea
Bangladesh Pakistan
China Saudi Arabia
Iraq Turkey
Laos UAE
Morocco Vietnam

 Common Reasons for Persecution
 Religious Reasons — Contending for the faith (Jude 3)

eg) Cain/Abel — First war (1 Jn 3:12,13)
eg) Persecution of Reformers by the R.C. Church
eg) Isaac/Ishmael — (Gal 4:28-30)

 Political Reasons — Christian action interpreted
as treason or disloyalty

eg) Caesar vs. Christ (Lk 23:1,2; Acts 17:7)
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 Racial/National Reasons

eg) Hitler & Jews

Christianity termed as a “foreign” religion in India.

 Ideological Reasons — Totalitarian regimes found their
 philosophy opposed to Christian Faith.
 eg) Communism

 Persecution is NOT a surprise to God;
it should not be a surprise to us either —

 Jesus: “Daughters of Jerusalem ... Green Tree ...”
(Lk 23:28-31)

Similarly, Servant  vs. Master (Jn 15:18-20)

 Apostles: Paul after narrating his own suffering —
(2 Tim 3:11,12,13) Prediction of worsening conditions

We must be surprised only if we’re not persecuted.
All the New Testament writers were persecuted.

 Why God allows Persecution —

1. Purification of the Church

In the beginning, only the saved were added
to the Church (Acts 2:47).
But now the unsaved outnumber the saved
within the Church.

Isaac vs. Ishmael

How did it happen?

Satan’s two ways of attacking the Church —

a) From outside — As an enemy
b) From inside — As a friend

Reversal of tactics.
The second is more harmful than the first.

Emperor Constantine married the Church to the State.
Christianity became the official religion.
People became Christians

not out of conviction but for convenience.

eg) If a terrorist with a rifle enters our Church service,
and declares he would shoot anyone who says,
“Christ is the only Way,”
 how many of us will stand bold for our Saviour?

 Limping between two opinions (1 Ki 18:20,21)

All roads lead to Rome;
but all religions do not lead to the only true God.

“Are we the cat-on-the wall Christians?”

The fires of purification are one way of separating the chaff
from the grains, the tares from the wheat.

John came as Elijah — His message (Mt 3:9-12)

2. Propagation of the Gospel
Acts 1:8 — “witnesses” = (Gr) martyr

 bold witness = blood witness
Jerusalem  Judea  Samaria  World

eg) Their failure & God’s action —
Acts 8:1,4 ... Persecution

eg) Paul’s imprisonment —
“Furtherance of the Gospel” (Phil 1:12-14)

Rajaji: “Christians are bed bugs; don’t crush them!”
Similarly, Hebrews in Egypt (Ex 1:12)

“The blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.”
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eg) The Church in Tamilnadu and Kerala is
perhaps the  strongest in India —

Any secret? Apostle Thomas laboured in Kerala
and was martyred in Tamilnadu.

eg) Graham Staines and sons martyred in Odisha,
India,1999
Fast Church growth

Persecution not come yet on a full-fledged
scale in India, especially South India;
but the night comes when no man can work.

— The Church must reprioritize its responsibilities.

 Our Responsibility towards the Persecuted —
1. Prayer

a) For the Persecuted

Jesus for Peter ... that his faith may not fail (Lk 22:32)
Peter in Prison ... The Church was praying (Acts 12:5)
Paul’s plea for prayer for boldness (Eph 6:19,20)

 Examples of boldness of martyrs —

 Polycarp: “86 years I’ve served Christ,
and He never did me any injury.
How then can I blaspheme my King & Saviour?”

 Henry Vos: “If I had twin heads,
 they should all be off for Christ!”

 Tahir Iqbal, a muslim convert who died
in a Pakistani prison (1993) —

“I’ll kiss the rope,
 but I’ll never deny my faith!”

Tribal converts thrown out of communities ...
They cannot even draw water from the common wells.
Reconversions by militants and fanatics.

b) For the Persecutors
 Brother Andrew’s 15-year Chain of Prayer

for Communist countries ... Berlin wall down
Now we must pray for the Moslem world.
We go to Gulf to earn their money;
but who will save their souls?

 Stephen prayed: Saul converted (Acts 7:60; 8:1; 9:1-5).
Usually the strong opposers are the first
to be converted.
This is repeatedly observed in mission fields.
The opponent became an exponent (Acts 9:20-22)

 Bible Translator William Tyndale’s prayer at martyrdom—
“Lord, open the eyes of the King of England!”

Read Foxe’s Book of Martyrs.

Jesus: Pray for those who persecute you —
that they may be forgiven ...
Bless them — that they may be saved! (Mt 5:44)

Our second responsibility —
2. Participation

Heb 13:3 ... Identification ... Persecution
Rejoice/Weep with those who ... (Rom 12:14,15)

Indifference towards our brothers and sisters in trouble is
serious in God’s sight —

Am 6:6 ... affliction of Joseph ...
Ob 10-12 ... Captivity of Jacob ...

Jesus: I was imprisoned ... You visited Me ...
... One of these little ones ... (Mt 25:36,40)
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 Get in touch with Missionary Organisations
and visit places known for persecution in order to
encourage the new believers —
Let them know that they are not alone (1 Pet 4:12; 5:8,9)

 Support ministries working in places of stiff opposition
and resistance.

Get information from Mission periodicals

 Write to missionaries who are under constant threat.

 Rewards for the Persecuted —
a) Promotion —

2 Tim 2:9-12 ... Reign with Christ
Rev 2:10 — Smyrna ... Crown of Life
Heb 11:35 ... Better Resurrection

Blessed are the persecuted ... in Heaven (Mt 5:12)
Stephen allowed to be stoned — Jesus stood up!

b) Penalisation —
Rev 18:20,24 ... God has avenged ...

  19:2 ... He has judged ... avenged ...

 Conclusion
“All may not be called to be martyrs;
but we must have a mind to suffer!”

— Watchman Nee
“We are called not only to believe on Christ,
 but also to suffer for Him” (Phil 1:29,30)

— Apostle Paul
“If Christ has died for me,
 no sacrifice of mine can be too great!”

— C.T. Studd

(Study the Outline 176 also.)

176

“Be faithful until death!”
Introduction

 Rev 2:10 ... “Be faithful until death,
 and I will give you the Crown of Life!”

This was addressed to the Church in Smyrna,
one of the only two Churches not rebuked.

The other one was the Church in Philadelphia.
Both were missionary-minded Churches.

 This verse is normally taken to mean faithful living
till death;
but this has specific reference to witnessing for Christ
even if it would mean death!

In other words,
here’s a Call to Martyrdom!

To quote Watchman Nee,
“All of us may not die as martyrs;
but each of us must have a mind to suffer!”

The very next letter, written to the Church in Pergamos,
speaks about

“Antipas, My faithful martyr” (Rev 2:12,13)

 Instead of studying this topic under an outline,
we will look at various passages which throw light
on this unpopular & unpleasant subject —

Let’s begin with what Jesus spoke just moments
before He left the earth —

Acts 1:8 ... “witnesses” =  Greek: martyreo
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Read this verse substituting “martyrs” for “witnesses!”

The word “power” = dunamis (“dynamite” the explosive)

We have overstressed the word “power” but failed to take
seriously the root meaning of the word “witnesses” (= pain)

The power is actually to bear or withstand the pain!

Otherwise the disciples were already preaching and healing
and casting out demons (Mk 3:14,15)

 Apostle Paul brings this truth so beautifully to Timothy—
2 Tim 1:6-8 ... “fear... power... prison... suffering”

He challenges this young man quoting the example of
Jesus before Pilate —

1 Tim 6:12,13 ... good confession ...
Jn 18:37 ... for this cause ... witness

Look at the very first introduction about Jesus
in the Book of Revelation —

Rev 1:5 ... (a) Faithful Witness
(b) Firstborn from the Dead
(c) Ruler over Kings

We talk so much about (b) & (c), but not about the first one.

 Christ as the Faithful Witness calls us to be
His faithful witnesses —

2 Tim 2:8-13
I suffer (v9) ... chains
I endure (v10)

“Faithful” saying —
die ... live ...
endure ... reign ...
deny ... deny (If you are ashamed ...)
unfaithful ... faithful ...

 who He is and what He is!
... just like He confessed before Pilate!

 The call is to “endure hardness”
not to “enjoy happiness!” (v3)

No option — “You must endure ...”

 All through His life, Jesus was preparing His disciples
to be ready to die as martyrs —

Mt 5:11-13,14 ... Salt ... Light ... Persecution ...

Salt — To be dissolved
Light — To be burnt by melting
“burning + shining”

The NT begins with a Witness who lost his head (Jn 1:6-8)

 The Commissioning address to the 12 disciples —
Mt 10:5-42
24 out of these 38 verses speak of persecution
vv16-39
Today we talk more about the methods
of evangelism rather than the cost of
witnessing.

Let’s go through this passage —
 “scourging in synagogues” (v17)

— Treatment by the backslidden Church

 “governors & kings” (v18) ... “Gentiles”
— The non-Christian authorities

 “deliver ... what to speak ... Holy Spirit” (vv19,20)
This is not a reference to pulpit,
but to prison (Mk 13:9-11).
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Everything we change according to our convenience —
We use this text as a cloak for insufficient preparation
for preaching.

Think of the wisdom God gave to Peter & John
when brought before the Council —

Acts 4:13 ... boldness

And Stephen, 6:10 ... Wisdom & Spirit

 brother ... brother ... father ... children ...
Mt 10:21,22

Family conflicts —

eg) vv34-36 ... Sword ... family folks become foes!

We confine this to non-Christian families.
But the spirit of this passage indicates
“radical discipleship” (v37)

“He who endures till the end will be saved” (v22)
Not just living as a pious Christian, but
relentless witnessing even on the face of death.

 “If they call Me Beelzebub ...” (vv24,25)
 Similarly, “green tree ... dry wood” (Lk 23:31)

i.e. Our sufferings may be more than those of Christ —

 The only difference:
He died for our sins;
we are to suffer for Him!

 This is called —

 Fellowship of His sufferings (Phil 3:10)
 Fulfilling the sufferings of Christ (Col 1:24,25)

(Not for sins but for the completing &
perfecting of the Church)

 Going outside the camp to Him (Heb 12:12,13)
“Camp”  = Comfort zone of our family,

friends & fellowship
 “Can kill body but not soul ... hairs” (Mt 10:28-31)

What is guaranteed is not the “protection of the body”
but the “salvation of the soul”

Read also Lk 12:4-7 & 21:17-19

patience ... possess your souls

God delivered Peter from prison;
but allowed James to be sawn and

Stephen to be stoned to death.
Later, Peter was killed too!

Here’s how the Apostles died ...
— Andrew: Tied to an “x” shaped Cross in Patros of Achaia
— Bartholomew (Nathaniel): Flayed alive in Armenia
— James (B/o John): Beheaded in Jerusalem

 by Herod Agrippa
— James (S/o Cleopas & Mary): Thrown down from the

Pinnacle of the Temple and stoned
— Jude (Thaddeus): Killed by arrows in Armenia
— Matthew: Slain by a sword in Parthia
— Peter: Crucified upside down in Rome
— Philip: Hanged on a pillar in Hierapolis, Phyrigia
— Simon the Zealot: Crucified in Persia at 129
— Thomas: We killed him with a spear in India.
— Mathias: Stoned and beheaded in Ethiopia
— John: Banished and died a natural death
— Paul: Beheaded in Rome

Did they die in unbelief/doubt?
“No, they all died in faith!” (Heb 11:13a)
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The just shall not only live by faith but also die in faith!

Their slogan: “To live is Christ; to die is gain”
(Phil 1:20,21)  About persecution, from prison

Continuing to look at Matthew 10 —

 Jesus concludes this Commissioning Address, vv40-42,
speaking about the rewards —

Not about the rewards to the sufferers
and the persecuted, but to those
who support/stand by/identify with them.

See the emphasis — (v42)
“Assuredly, I say to you,
 he shall by no means lose his reward!”

Identifying with the persecuted is an important Biblical
teaching —

Phil 1:7 ... Partakers in chains
That will actually make us bolder (vv12-14)

But very few will identify with those who are persecuted—
eg) 2 Tim 4:16 ... No one stood with me

 Similarly, 2 Tim 1:15 ... All left me
(Compare Amos 6:6 & Ob 10-12)

It’s because of fear —
That’s why Paul stirred up Timothy

2 Tim 1:7,8 ... fear ... power
Let’s have a personal stirring up now — How?

By “reminding” (v6)

Stand up to show your solidarity with the suffering Church!

 While talking about rewards, Jesus mentions 3 categories
of Witnesses — (Mt 10:41,42)

1. Prophets
2. Righteous men
3. Disciples

“Prophets” come first —

Why?

They are the most inspiring examples of Persecution
and Suffering —

Js 5:10 ... Take the prophets as an example
Mt 5:12 ... Great reward ... so they persecuted

the prophets
Acts 7: 52  ... which of the prophets your fathers

did not persecute?
Lk 11:49-51 ... Abel to Zechariah

Why are the so-called modern prophets popular today?
Most of them prophesy what people want,
and not what God desires them to speak!

eg) Jeremiah beaten for being faithful in prophesying —
Jer 20:1,2

Why was he so unpopular?
Jer 26:1,2,8,11

There were too many ‘pillow’ prophets in Israel
those days — Jer 8:11,22

Jeremiah was imprisoned —
no water, only mire!
Jer 38:6

But he could not but speak —
“Fire in my bones” ... Jer 20:7-11

Listen to Leonard Revenhill’s prophetic messages.
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Read: Why Revival Tarries
Revival God’s Way by Leonard Ravenhill
Meat for Men              (1907-1994)

 The Crossless Christianity is the devil’s trick
to make the Church and her message popular —

That’s why — Mt 16:21-25
“Get behind Me ... Satan!”

Context: Witnessing without problems

— Finally Peter learnt the lesson by closely following Jesus
through His sufferings.

This became a prominet theme of his Epistles—
1 Pet 1:11 ... sufferings ... glorious ...

2:21 ... suffered ... example ...
3:16,18 ... revile ... suffer ...
4:1,13 ... partake ... sufferings ...
5:8,9 ... adversary ... sufferings ...

We may have to “bleed” in order to “bless” others.

We say,

The blood of martyrs is the seed of the Church.
Only our blood can water this seed!

 There’s so much of talk on “Spiritual Warfare,”
but suffering and martyrdom are conveniently and
subtly laid aside —

 Rev 12:11 ... Overcoming with the Blood of the Lamb
and our word of Testimony

How about, “They did not love their lives unto death?”

 Rom 8:36,37

... Killed all day long ... more than conquerors ...

Does it mean we will not be killed?

No, but even “death” cannot separate us from the
love of God— vv38,39

“death or life” ... First, death!

“Conquering” does not mean “deliverance” —
Rather, standing firm in witnessing & refusing to deny ...

eg) Dan 3:17,18 ... He will ... Even if not ...
 Heb 11:35-38 ... Not accepting deliverance

 ...  for better resurrection
Where’s resurrection without death?

eg) Rev 2:10 ... Imprisonment predicted
but deliverance not promised.

Rather, exhorted to be faithful “until death!”

What do the “10 days” mean?

10 days in the Bible generally speak of short duration —

eg) Rebecea to stay back atleast for 10 days (Gen 24:55)

eg) Daniel: Test us for 10 days (Dan 1:12)

This simply means that the duration of present tribulation
is nothing compared to the length of eternity!

 That’s why Paul said,
“our light affliction ... but for a moment!”

(2 Cor 4:17-5:1)
 That’s why —

The Apostles never prayed for persecution to stop;
rather they asked for boldness and they got it —

Acts 4:29-31 ... A prayer worth memorising

Many modern prayers are unscriptural.
eg) We cannot “bind” Satan;
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only Satan can imprison us! (Rev 2:10).
We cannot unseat him! (v13)

The final victory is by the Lord of lords & King of kings—

We will share in His victory if we stay faithful
with Him —

Rev 17:14

— We can of course pray that we might be delivered from
“unreasonable” and “wicked” men —

2 Thess 3:1-4

This is mainly for the “Word” to have a “free course” (v1)
“Our” safety is not guaranteed —

Compare the other passages of the Scripture.

— Even the rewards for our sacrificial evangelism
will be wrapped in persecution!

Mk 10:28-30 ... brothers ... sisters ... houses ...
with persecution

— The very first reason why God chose Paul
Acts 9:15,16 ... I’ll show him, how many things

he must suffer
He always moved about with this deep conviction —

Acts 19:21 ... bound in the spirit
   20:22-24 ... The Spirit testifying

... chains await in every city
21:13 ... Not only to be bound

but also burnt!

God prepared Paul for this kind of boldness in ministry
by letting him see how the first martyr died —

Acts 22:19-21 ... watching

Addressing the Jerusalem mob ... “Your martyr Stephen!”

This is why we must read the Stories of Martyrs —

eg) Christian Martyrs of the World by John Foxe

A Call
How many of us are ready to dedicate ourselves
for this kind of readiness?

The number of martyrs is not complete yet —
Rev 6:9-11

(Study the Outline 175 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Happy Home
Introduction

 No.1 problem:
Husband-Wife conflicts
Parents-Children conflicts

 No.1 miracle Jesus performed was for a family
in a marriage party (Jn 2:11)

How to have a Happy Home —
Text: John 2:1-12
1. Presence of Jesus

Jesus was “invited” (v2)
His presence cannot be taken for granted.
We must “gather” in His Name ... Mt 18:20

Family Prayer — How?
Father — the leader
Time — Before Supper (+ Morning)
Pattern — Song, Reading (inductive questions),

Sharing, Reconciliation, Prayer, ...

Throw away liquor bottles, cigarette packs, pornographic
pictures, filthy novels, charms, objects of occultism, etc.

(Dt 23:14)

2. Pathway of Obedience
“Do whatever He says” (vv5-8)
Principles of the world x Prescriptions of the Word —

(1 Jn 2:16,17)
Parents today pump mere academic knowledge.

K
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— But Abraham (Gen 18:19)
— Paul’s parents (Acts 22:3; 26:4,5)
— Timothy’s Mom & Grandma (2 Tim 1:5; 3:15)
— My mother: strict with us to memorize Bible verses

Chats and conversations (Dt 6:6-9)

3. Philosophy of Elders

“Mother of Jesus” (v1)
(May be she was in her 50’s)

Listen to elders (Job 8:8-10)
Mary directed the servants (v5)
“Woman!”  A respectful and endearing term

Mary learnt so much from the elderly couple,
Zecharias & Elizabeth (Lk 1:56,18)

Jesus learnt so much from Mary & Joseph
(He later loved the Church!)

There are many good traditions to be retained.

4. Party of God’s people

The disciples of Jesus were also there (v2)

The Church is a family of families— Gal 6:10/Eph 2:19
House groups, etc.
Do not keep your problem within yourself thinking

that it’s too peculiar.
Consult good, senior people/counsellors.
Read helpful books.

2 or 3 families in one locality can meet regularly for prayer
and sharing, just to improve the quality of their lives.

Heb 10:24 ... stir up good works ...

5. Patience for Solution
Jesus is the Perfect Answer but NOT the “instant” Answer!

“My hour has not yet come” (v4)
Problems & Sufferings meant to teach & train us.

Abraham’s impatience messed up the situation —
(Gen 16:1,2/21:9-11)

God’s delays are not denial, but meant for our development.

Jesus did not give the Living Water
to the woman of Samaria at once! (Jn 4:15,16)

Several divorces are because of impatience.
Healing and rehabilitation take time.

6. Positiveness of Expectation
Latter wine tastier (v10)

Cana = Land of Reeds ... weakness/fragility ...
Galilee — A despised place (Jn 7:52)

But this was the place of the first miracle of Jesus!
God desires to bless all families (Gen 1:27,28)

“Third day” (v1) — Day of Resurrection
Lk 24:21 After 2 days of
Hos 6:1,2 hopelessness & despair.

Promise to Nathanael of “Cana of Galilee” (Jn 21:2) —
Jn 1:50

Greater than these!
Forget the past!

7. Promotion of God’s Cause
“His glory” — the purpose of the miracle (v11)

Faith of the disciples deepened.
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The second sign also was for a family —
(Jn 4:53,54 — The result was the same)

Families are God’s agents to promote
His cause (Gen 12:3)

Each Christian family to bless the non-Christian
 families (Lk 10:5)

 Conclusion
6 waterpots (v6)
“6” is the number of man,
according to Scripture Numerics (Gen 1:27,31)

i.e. The best of human efforts is useless without
 a touch of Jesus.

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Family & the Lord’s Prayer
Introduction

 The Lord’s Prayer is a Family Prayer!

Its 7 Requests are quite relevant to marriage.
“Our Father” ...
Not “my” Father...
All requests are in plural ... us ... our ...

a) Unequal yoke
As a believer, if you marry an unbeliever,
your father-in-law is the Devil!

Unequal yoke condemned —
“Come out ... I will be your Father!” (2 Cor 6:17,18)
Not casteism— Jew/Greek

IN CHRIST (or) WITHOUT CHRIST
(Gal 3:28)

b) Brother & Sister
i.e. Not strangers

“Tell My brothers ... Your Father ...” (Jn 20:17)
Jesus: Our Brother & Bridegroom
Apostles ... a believing wife (1 Cor 9:5)

“in Heaven”
Marriages are made in Heaven —
An acknowledgement.
A responsibility: To be maintained on earth.

Let’s study the 7 requests one by one —

1. Hallowed be Your Name!
i.e The purpose of marriage —

Glory of God’s Name!
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“Whether you eat or drink or whatever” (1 Cor 10:31)
(Kitchen)

i.e Work outside home and work inside home ...
even kitchen work.

United in purpose —
This is the key to marital success.
Other differences get subdued

when God’s glory is the primary thing.

2. Your Kingdom come!
Kingship/Lordship of Christ —

a) Husband — Head
    Wife — Body

Body without head?
Head without body?

Both are meaningless.

“Head or Body” —
This does not speak of superiority or inferiority;
just God’s order! ... “mutual submission” (Eph 5:21)

b) Kingdom concerns
Extension of God’s Kingdom —

2-member team — complementing one another.
Not made-for-each-other;
but joined-together-for-God!

3. Your will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven!
 Marriage at Cana —

“Whatever He says, do it” (Jn 2:5)

A wrong concept —
Rule 1: The boss is always right.
Rule 2: If the boss is wrong, refer to Rule No.1

 Mutual consultation — Why two otherwise?
Allow the other person to take decisions,
and give freedom to make mistakes.

It’s a learning process —
No mistakes, no learning; then blunders!
An opportunity to learn, How not to do it!

 Sarah addressed Abraham as “Lord!” (1 Pet 3:6)
but at one point God told him to listen to Sarah!

(Gen 21:12)
4. Give us this day our daily bread.

— Too much of tension over material needs
these days as both the spouses become career-oriented.

Who earns more?
Who has the say?

Solution: It’s God who gives us the bread (Dt 8:17,18).
Source vs. Means

Overanxiousness —
“daily” bread (not daily cake or pudding)

Do not overwork — Too busy to find time
for each other or for God.

Do not sacrifice family for money.

5. Forgive us as we forgive others.
Forgiveness: The secret of a successful marriage.

Even a “brother” — 70 x 7 (Mt 18:21,22)

If you cannot forgive your spouse,
how can you forgive a friend/fellow worker?

Forgiveness of our sins depends on
whether we forgive our spouse!

“as we forgive”
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Apologise freely.
Do not blameshift.
Be gracious to one another.

6. Lead us not into temptation.
Many temptations — but mainly, sexual.
Pray for one another/Help one another —

— Two lie together: spiritual warmth (Eccl 4:11)
— Enemy — overpowering — warfare (v12)

Mutual support.
Eve was given to Adam to support him in temptation:

(Gen 2:18)
7. Deliver us from evil.

“evil” ... the Evil one ... Satan

So many evil forces working against us to destroy
the marriage.

So many forces against our children also.

Protection by “red thread” (Josh 2:17,18)
Evil schemes of the Evil one.

 Conclusion
The end of the Lord’s Prayer is worship —

“For Yours is the Kingdom and the Power
 and the Glory forever. Amen!”

Let your marriage and family be solely dedicated
to the worship of the Almighty!

179

How to be a Good Daddy
Introduction

 I call upon every father to study the Fatherhood
characteristics of GOD, who is the Perfect Pattern.

 Mothers meetings are plenty;
but where are the Fathers meetings?

Three primary roles of a father —
1. The father is the PRIEST of the home.

Gen 18:17,19
(Before being a blessing to all families ... 12:3c)
God’s testimony about Abraham.
The Sunday School is not a substitute for teaching
at home.

Dt 6:6,7 ... commanded to teach the children
in the home situation.

vv4,5 — Personal life
vv6-9 — Family life

a) “When you sit” — Drawing room or Dining room
b) “When you walk” — Outings
c) “When you lie down and rise up”

— Night & Morning prayer
The Children must know who is the Author of the blessings
at home (vv10-12).

 The father must lead the Family Prayer.
 The children watch the devotional habits of parents.

eg) I follow my Dad’s method of sermon preparation.
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2. The father must be a FRIEND of the children.
 The cry of the children:

“Where is Dad?”

Most of our children are “fatherless”
even though the father is alive!

 Express your love —
a) By carrying the children

 (Dt 1:31)
b) By playing with them and spending time with them

unhurriedly.
Jesus with His Father (Prov 8:22,23,30,31)

c) By teaching them practical lessons of lifetime value —
(Prov 1:8; Prov 4:1-4)

eg) Our dad, an Army Officer, used to tell us —
 Do not keep used socks inside the shoes.
 Mark the page number first on papers.
 Wash feet before going to bed.

Value systems/Good traditions ... collapsing.

eg) Standing up before elders (Lev 19:32)

d) Listening with interest to their news, stories, narratives,
etc.

If the communication channel is so open,
they will not run to strangers for counsel.

 Don’t become too busy to spend time with the family —
Balance:

3. The father is the primary DISCIPLER of the children.
Heb 12:9; 2 Sam 7:14

 Give them freedom but hold the kite string & set limits
eg) TV

 Be soft but firm.
Do not change yes or no to please them.
Obedience is not natural. Eli’s failure (1 Sam 3:13)

 Differentiate between correction and criticism.
My daughter once said: “Daddy, enough for the day!”

Do not overcorrect: Eph 6:4
Appreciation must be more than correction.

 Never shout at them in front of others,
especially their friends.

 Caning upto the age of 12 is helpful (Prov 13:24);
but at some point (upper teenage), you may have to
let him go to learn things the hard way.

eg) The Prodigal Son ... his father let him go.

 Be a model to the children.
They keep watching how you treat your wife.

 A word to the children —
 Eph 6:1-3 ... Obey your parents.

Even if you think they do not understand you fully —
eg) Jesus ... Lk 2:48-52

 Make it your aim to bring credit to your parents —

The duty of a son towards his father
is to make others wonder,
What great deeds did the father do
to deserve such a son!

— From Thirukural, a Tamil sayingFAMILY WORK

GOD
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 Support them when they are old.
Jesus on the Cross provided for His mother.

eg) Keralites, in general, treat their old parents
with a greater respect than the people of other
States in India. We witness among them the blessing
of longevity (Ex 20:12; Eph 6:2,3).

 Conclusion
Seriousness of this message (Mal 4:5,6)

“Curse”
This is one of the ministries of the Holy Spirit
today at the end of the age (Lk 1:16,17).

(Study the Outline 189 also.)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 Read the book, “Jolly Family,” by Dr. Mrs. Lilian Stanley

Family Quotes
 A happy family is but an earlier heaven. — John Bowring

 Home is the seminary of all other institutions.
— E.M. Chapin

 If Christ is in your house, your neighbours will soon
know it. — D.L. Moody

 Our children need our presence more than our presents.

 The most important thing a father can do for his children is
to love their mother. —Theodore M. Hesburgh

 It is common sense to put the seal to the wax while it is soft.
— Arthur Jackson

 The best way to beat the devil is to hit him over the head
with a cradle. — Billy Sunday

 I learned more about Christianity from my mother than from
all the theologians of England. — John Wesley

 A Christian should so live that he would not be afraid to sell
the family parrot to the town gossip.

 The best test of a sanctified man is to ask his family
about him. — C.T. Studd

 Marriage is more than finding the right person; it is being
the right person.

 Before man had any other calling he was called to be a
husband. — Henry Smith

 Don’t look around for a life partner; look up. Any other choice
than God’s will mean disaster.
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Three great Lies of the Devil
Introduction

The name of the devil (Jn 8:44)
... a liar and father of lies ...

His first lie in the Bible (Gen 3:1-4)
The end of those who believe the lie (Rev 21:27/22:15)

Let’s consider his 3 most common lies referring to our —

(a) Past life
(b) Present life
(c) Future life

(A) PAST LIFE

You are too sinful to be saved.
 He attends every Gospel meeting

Job 1:6 ... sons of God ... Satan also ...
 He told this lie to Judas Iscariot

Mt 27:3-5 ... betrayed innocent blood ...

Compare with Peter ... Mt 26:75

 Paul: Chief of sinners
1 Tim 1:15 “a pattern” (v16)
Paul’s past life (v13)

eg) Acts 8:3
 Crimson-red sins

Isa 1:18 ... snow ... wool ...
1 Jn 1:7,9 ... cleanses us from all sin

 Horrible pit, miry clay
Psa 40:2,3 ... lifted me ... set on rock

L
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You cannot commit a sin that cannot be washed
by the blood of Jesus!

 “Just as I am without one plea”
 Prodigal son ... Forgiven even before he exhausted

his sin confession list!
 Sinner or Sins?

God basically forgives the “sinner,”
and his “sins” are naturally taken care of!

(B) PRESENT LIFE

You are too weak to live holy.
 Yoke of Christ is easy

Mt 11:28-30 ... An exchanged life

 Commandments not burdensome
1 Jn 5:3-5 ... A faith life of love

 Any obstacle can be overcome
eg) Mt 19:23-26 Riches — Possible with God

 Without/with Christ — Nothing/everything
Jn 15:5/Phil 4:13

 No dominion of sin, since under grace
Rom 6:14

 Jesus is stronger — 1 Jn 4:4 ... He who is in you ...
Not I but Christ! ... Gal 2:20

(C) FUTURE LIFE

You are too unsteady to make it.
(i.e. You cannot hold on till the end.)

 Jesus is the Finisher of our faith
Heb 12:2
(A repeated truth: Rev 1:8,11,17, etc.)

 He who has begun will complete ...
Phil 1:6

 Paul’s Testimony
2 Tim 1:12
“What I’ve committed ... keep ...”

 He who has called us is faithful
1 Thess 5:23,24 ... He will also do it!

 The righteous may fall 7 times ... Prov 24:16
No failure for God’s children is final!

 God is able to keep us from falling
Jude 24
Let’s worship Him! (v25)

 Conclusion
(A) LIE: You are too sinful to be saved.

TRUTH: God is too merciful to reject me.

(B) LIE: You are too weak to live holy.
TRUTH: God is too strong to fail/drop me.

(C) LIE: You are too unsteady to make it.
TRUTH: God is too unchanging to forsake me.

Divine Promises:
 No one can snatch you out of My hand (Jn 10:29)
 “Inscribed you on the palms of My hands” (Isa 49:16)
 “Apple of My eye” (Dt 32:10; Zech 2:8)
 “Let’s go over to the other side ...” (Mk 4:35-41)

The passage may not be smooth;
but the landing will be safe!

 Jesus Christ is the same (Heb 13:8)
yesterday ... today ... forever
(past) (present) (future)
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Saved but Surprised!

Introduction
 The popular message from pulpits —

Come to Jesus ...
All problems will be solved.
All pains will go.
All puzzles will disappear.
All will become prosperous.

The preacher actually has a Bible in his hand,
but what he preaches is not the Bible —

It’s just a Bubble!

 Old people, when disillusioned, consult others
and get settled — “Everybody is in the same boat !”

But youngsters hate hypocrisy.
They want to know the Truth.

Expect the Unexpected!
Christian life is not a bed of roses!

Surprises when you are saved —
1. You’ll be hated by the world.

Jesus: “If the world hates you, do not be surprised”
Jn 15:18,19

His prayer —
Jn 17:14 ... not take them out but keep them

Christ was unpopular, so Christians will be.
The world has got worse since Christ’s times.

Cain cannot love Abel (1 Jn 3:10-13)
Devil’s majority vs. God’s minority

You cannot love to sin ... God’s seed in you ...
(1 Jn 3:8,9)

eg) Mass copying in exams ... Insincerity ...
 Ways of the world ...

But Jesus is with you —
“What a Friend we have in Jesus!”

2. You’ll be called to compromise.
 The world will hate you but will not ignore you!

It will call you back!

eg) Jesus was prevented so often from dying on the Cross—
a) Peter (Mt 16:21-23)
b) Passersby & Priests (Mt 27:39-42)

 No problem as long as you say that Christ is only
one of the ways!
(Hinduism is highly accommodative.)

But, “Salvation in no other Name” (Acts 4:12)
All religions same; Christianity not a religion.
Only Jesus said: “I am the Way!” (Jn 14:6)

 Hananiah, Azariah, Mishael ...
Dan 3 — Fire ... Fourth Young Man

Ignore threats —
“body only ... not the soul” (Mt 10:27-33)

Own family or friends may turn
against you (vv34-36).

3. You’ll be punished unjustly.
 A world of lawlessness which says,

“Might is right!”
But fret not becaue of evil doers! (Psa 37:1,7)
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 If you suffer as a Christian ...
1 Pet 4:16 ... not ashamed ... glorify God

Called to suffer, not only to believe (Phil 1:29)
Follow Jesus ... He did not retaliate ...
Committed to the Father (1 Pet 2:21-23)

 Joseph —
False allegation (Read Gen 39-41)
The Word of God

was his companion (Psa 105:16-22)

 Do not be discouraged as long as your conscience is
clear before God.

God will vindicate.
New Heaven & New Earth (2 Pet 3:13)

4. You’ll be surprised by disappointments.
 Coming to Jesus is not the “end” of our problems;

it may be the “beginning” of problems!

But the Trinitarian God is with us in the battles —
2 Cor 13:14
Father ... His love ... abundantly
Son ... His grace ... sufficiently
Holy Spirit ... His companionship ... constantly

Thro’ many tribulations ... (Acts 14:22)

 Ups & Downs in life — Ground reality —
Eccl 7:14 ... Prosperity & Adversity
Psa 74:16 ... Day & Night (both are “Good!”)
Lam 3:38-40 ... Calamities & Blessings

eg) Jonah — Wrong — Jon 4:5-9 (Plant)
Job — Right — Job 1:21,22 (Possessions & everything)

5. You’ll be tempted to boast.

 Lucifer fell because of his pride of beauty & wisdom
(Ezek 28:11-19)

No one will be spared of this temptation:
Usually about —

Wisdom
Strength Jer 9:23,24
Wealth

Especially youngsters (1 Pet 5:5,6)

 Don’t despise the less intelligent or less good-looking.
If you have more, it is to give more.

Pride of face, race, place, lace and grace!

Just thank God for these blessings —
Nothing our own (1 Cor 4:7)

 Last day sign
2 Tim 3:1-5 ... boasters ... proud ... headstrong

 OT Kings fell when they became proud (2 Chr 26:15,16).
Overoccupied with blessings and not the Blesser.

eg) King Hezekiah’s experience (Isa 38:15-17)

6. You’ll be puzzled by uncertainties.

 Christian life is all by faith ...
No sense knowledge (2 Cor 5:7)

Modern scientific age —
analytical ... proof ... (1 Tim 6:20,21)

We are called “believers!”
“Blessed are those who see not but believe” (Jn 20:29)
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 Christian life — a walk of uncertainties

Four helps to find God’s will —

Scriptures ... Teaching
Spirit... Voice
Saints ... Counsel
Situation ... Circumstance

If you deviate to left or right ... (Isa 30:21)

 Thro’ the sea ... mighty waters ...
footprints not seen ... (Psa 77:19)

Abraham — “not knowing where he was going” (Heb 11:8)

Trust and Proceed —
Author & Finisher
Pioneer & Perfector (Heb 12:1,2)

7. You’ll be called to sacrifice.
 The rich young man

“Eternal life ... obey commandments ... from my youth”
“What do I still lack?”

Mt 19:16-22 ... Sell ... give to poor

You may be the next candidate for this test!

 Jesus: “If anyone would come after Me ...
deny ... Cross ...” (Lk 9:23,24)

 World: Grab it! Keep it!
Kingdom of God: Give it away! Leave it!

 Conclusion
To our forefathers,

Christian faith was an experience.
To our fathers,

it was an inheritance.

To our generation,
it is a convenience.

If this trend continues,
to our children,
it will be a nuisance!

If we choose the Bible way for life,
our unpleasant surprises will become

pleasant rewards up in Heaven!

(This Outline is developed as a full-length article
and included as the 3rd Chapter in the author’s book,

 “Dare to be Different.”)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

 “Swimming against the tide!”
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New Life in Christ
Introduction

We must live for Christ who died for us!
2 Cor 5:15,17

This is the meaning of “New Life in Christ.”

Five vital aspects (blessings) of this New Life —
1. A New Family
 Jn 1:12,13 ... Right to become God’s children

Man’s seed vs. God’s seed
 Rom 8:15,16 ... Spirit of adoption ... “Abba, Father”

“Abba” is the Aramaic word for “Papa” — term of great
 intimacy & affectionate respect. It was normally the first
 word a child would utter. Because it implied such
 intimacy, the Jewish people never used it for God —
 though they called Him as Father.

But now, “never again to fear”

 Trinity — God is our Father
Jesus is our Elder Brother, as the firstborn Son

 (Heb 2:11,12)
Holy Spirit is the Helper  (Jn 14:16,17)

Trinitarian benediction (2 Cor 13:14) —
a) The love of God

— in calling us His children (1 Jn 3:1)

b) The grace of Christ
— in calling us His brothers

(Heb 2:11 “not ashamed”)

c) The fellowship of the Holy Spirit
— in residing in us (Jn 14:17c)

2. A New Company
Acts 2:41,42,44

— From the crooked generation to the fellowship
of believers

New life means breaking of old bonds & making new bonds.
Illustrated in Psalm 1.
The morals, the values, the ideals, ...

Paul’s advice —

Eph 5:7,8 ... “Once ... but now!”
a) Awake (v14a) — Be alert!
b) Arise (v14b) — Get up!
c) Avoid (v11) — Stay out!

This does not mean you must leave sports, games, fun,
social gatherings, etc.

The new company —
2 Tim 2:22 ... flee ... follow ... pure heart ...

i.e. a company in which

“holiness” will grow
“faith” will increase These are those
“love” will deepen with “pure heart”

and “peace” will multiply

3. A New Melody
Psa 40:1-3 ... A new song in my mouth ...

The new life is one of  “joy” & “celebration” (“Jolly life”)

— Seriousness does not mean dullness.
— Discipline does not mean bondage.
— Orderliness does not mean traditions.
— Carefulness does not mean isolation.
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The meaning of “new song” —
The theme & source of joy changed.
It’s rejoicing “in the Lord” (Phil 4:4)
i.e. rejoicing in spite of “anxieties of life” (vv5-7)

Because of “optimism” — “The Lord is at hand” (v5)
Rejoicing in “hope” (Rom 12:12)

“The days are evil ... but you make a melody in your heart
 to the Lord” — Eph 5:16,19

4. A New Savoury
 Leaving the sinful enjoyment for a better delight —

Psa 1:1,2 ... the Law of the Lord ...
 I call it “bread — butter — jam”

Mt 4:4 1 Pet 2:1 Psa 19:7a,10b
 Job: “more than my necessary food”

Job 23:12

Read the Bible to be wise;
Believe it to be safe;
Practise it to be holy;
Spread it to be useful.

Follow a Bible Reading Plan by which you can read
thro’ the entire Bible in a year’s or two years’ time.

5. A New Beauty
Days of beauty contests.
Read Miss Bible, in Lilian Stanley’s book, Moon on Earth,
by her mother Mrs. Hepzie Pandian.

 Bright eyes (Prov 4:25)
Earlier froward look

 Sweet lips (SS 4:11)
Earlier corrupt words
eg) Jesus: Graceful words (Lk 4:22)

 Helping hands (Prov 31:20)
 Flexible hip (Prov 31:27) ... Hard work/any work
 Beautiful feet (Isa 52:7)

 Conclusion
Do these new blessings lose their newness
and become old?

NO!
1. We find newer & newer dimensions of the love of the Father,

grace of the Elder Brother & fellowship of the Helper.

2. Our relationship with the other members of the Body of
Christ becomes more and more practical and meaningful.

3. The joy of the Lord overcomes any new crisis or problem.

4. New hidden treasures from searching the Word of God.

5. More and more holiness and righteousness making our lives
more and more attractive to men and aromatic to God.

The New Life stays new for the life
in New Heaven & New Earth!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to be a Victorious Christian?
Introduction

Christian life begins with a personal faith in Christ.
That’s what we call Salvation —

Acts 16:30,31 ... believe ... saved ...
This Salvation gets nearer everyday —

Rom 13:11 ... than when we first believed ...
We are to work out our own Salvation —

Phil 2:12 ... with fear and trembling
The other side —

“It’s the Gift of God, not of ourselves”
Eph 2:8

It’s like a RACE —
Only if we strive, we shall be victorious —

1 Cor 9:24

Five things we must strive to do —
1. Strive to REMEMBER your position in Christ.

This will be the greatest struggle ever!

 Assurance of Salvation (Rom 8:15,16)
 The right (not the worth) to be God’s children (Jn 1:12)
 Feelings — 2 Cor 5:7/1 Pet 1:8,9

eg) Exam results — initial feelings
 No one can snatch you from My hand (Jn 10:28,29)
 Overcoming thro’ the Blood of Jesus (Rev 12:10,11)

i.e. not to forget that you are cleansed by it
(2 Pet 1:9)

2. Strive to RESIST all temptations.
A casual Christian is a failure Christian.
There’s no automatic victory —

Heb 12:4 ... striving against sin

 God’s side & our side (1 Jn 5:18) ... keeps himself ...
eg) Daniel (Dan 1:8) ... purposed in his heart ...

 Helps —

a) Word of God (Psa 119:9,11)
eg) Jesus (Mt 4:3-10)

b) Prayer (Mt 26:40,41)
  (Heb 4:15,16)

c) Flight + Fellowship (2 Tim 2:22)
(leave) (cleave)

 Temptation is not sin (Jesus was tempted — Heb 4:15)
eg) You cannot prevent an eagle flying overhead;

but can prevent it building its nest on your head!

3. Strive to RELATE peacefully with all men.
 Acts 24:16 ... I strive to ... conscience

 “As much as it is in you ... peaceably” (Rom 12:18)

 Reconciliation (Mt 5:23,24)
Restitution (Lk 19:8; Ezek 33:15)

Helps —

a) Stop tit-for-tat (Rom 12:17-21)

b) Remember how God forgave you (Eph 4:32)

c) Start little (Lk 17:3-6)

d) Realise the absolute necessity of it for our
own prayers to be answered (Mt 6:14,15)
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4. Strive to RALLY with God’s minority.
Lk 13:23,24 ... few ... saved ... narrow gate
 Hated by the world (Jn 15:18-21)
 Seeking popularity (Jn 12:42,43)
 Conviction vs. Convenience (Eph 4:17-24)
 Fashions & trends (Rom 12:2)

Modesty/decency/decorum/etc.
5. Strive to REACH the unreached.

Rom 15:20 ... where Christ not named

 Saved to Save!

Debtors a) Greeks — Wise
(Rom 1:14-16) b) Barbarians — Illiterate

c) Romans — Sophisticated, Political
d) Jews — Religious

Start sharing with your friends what God has done for you —
Mk 5:19

You will grow in the knowledge of God by testifying —
  eg) The man born blind

Jn 9:25
Knowledge about Jesus in stages ...

 Stage I — “He is a Prophet”  (v17)
II — “He is God’s Servant”

(vv31-33)
III — “He is the Son of God”

(vv35-37)
“LORD!”  (v38)

184

Seven Steps to Victory over Sin
Struggle

Within
(Rom 7:22-25)

Without
(Eph 6:12,13)

 The “whole” armour of God has a common name —
“The armour of righteousness” (2 Cor 6:7)

Seven Steps to Victory —

1. Decide.
“I cannot”

Dan 1:8,9 ... God cannot help us if we decide not.
1 Jn 5:18 ... Satan cannot touch us if we decide.

Have you ever made such a decision?
Even if you have failed, rise up and decide again.

Don’t believe the lie: “What’s the use of decisions
without keeping them?”

You may fall seven times, but ... (Prov 24:16)

2. Depend.
a) On the finished work of Christ

— Identification with His death, burial
& resurrection.
Rom 6:3,4 ... “Do you not know?”

Christ’s victory is our victory.
Christ is our Righteousness (1 Cor 1:30)



10381037

b) On the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit
Rom 8:10-13 ... sin ... Spirit ... righteousness
You have God resident in you!
He is greater than all powers (1 Jn 4:4)

3. Declare.
 “It is written” — Promises

— Commandments
a) Declare to yourself.

eg) when tempted to covetousness (Heb 13:5,6)

b) Declare to God.
eg) Jesus to the Father (Heb 10:7)

c) Declare to the Devil.
eg) Jesus in the wilderness (Mt 4:4,7,10)

Regular Meditation of the Bible and Memorisation
of passages are the training for such acts of declaration.

4. Desert.
a) The place of temptation

“The way of sinners ...
 the seat of the scornful” (Psa 1:1)
Prov 4:14,15 ... path of the wicked

5:8 ... door of her house

b) The persons of temptation
1 Cor 15:33,34 ... evil company ...
Joseph is a classic example (Gen 39:7-12).

This step is extremely important when we live in a
culturally permissive society —

2 Pet 2:5 ... Noah
  :6-8 ... Lot Lk 17:26-29

Noah “entered” the ark; Lot “exited” Sodom.

5. Deny.
Tit 2:11-13 ... denying ungodliness ...
“No” to the world of lusts;
“yes” to the will of the Lord. (1 Jn 2:15-17)

Beware of over-indulgence even in the legitimate pleasures
of life —

1 Cor 7:29-31 ... Set limits.
Be satisfied when basic needs are met.

6. Delight.
Fellowship with God’s people. (2 Tim 2:22)
Worship with God’s people. (Psa 122:1,4)

When we lose interest in these two exercises,
usually it is an indication that something is wrong with us.

There are sins which can be overcome only with the
support of our fellow believers —

Organs of the Body of Christ
  (weaker & stronger)

eg) Homosexuals, drug addicts, etc.,
need the protection of other believers.

7. Deliver.
Go and free the captives (Lk 4:18,19).
Help those in problems (Isa 61:3).
Become active in soulwinning (Jn 10:16).

a) You grow stronger by this exercise.
b) You lose interest in lesser pleasures.
c) You receive more grace from God when you share

with others what you have (Prov 11:25,30).

 Conclusion
Keep swimming against the tide to maintain
a life of practical holiness and righteousness
till Jesus returns (Rev 22:11,12).
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“I will not defile myself !”

Introduction
 Among those who respond to Gospel invitations,

youngsters outnumber the elderly.
At the same time, the percentage of backsliding is higher
among young people.
They give up too soon being unable to overcome the struggle
to live a holy and God-pleasing life.

 The most important secret lies with personal resolve
or determination —

eg) Daniel the young man (Dan 1:4)

v8 ... But Daniel purposed in his heart
that he would not defile himself ...

v9 ... Now God had brought Daniel into the favour
of the chief ...

i.e. When Daniel on his part took a strong decision,
 God helped him.

(God helps those who help themselves.)
The doctrine: 1 Jn 5:18

a) He who is born of God keeps himself.
b) The wicked one does not touch him.

i.e. Our decision  vs. Satan’s inability

 Five important decisions every youngster must take —
1. I will not defile my BODY with illicit sex.

Sex instinct is God-given;
the regulation of it is our responsibility.

1 Cor 6:18 ... FLEE sexual immorality

Besides being a sin before God,
it’s against one’s own body.
How foolish self-destruction is!

2 Tim 2:22 ... FLEE youthful lusts.
As far as sexual temptations are concerned,
the victory is by “flight,” not “fight!”

Homosexuality and lesbianism are outrightly condemned
in the Bible (Rom 1:24-27).

Our temperaments must be brought under the
Holy Spirit’s control (Rom 8:13; Gal 5:24,25)

 Stay united to Jesus (1 Cor 6:15-17)
... joined to the Lord in one spirit with Him ...

Be filled with the Holy Spirit (v19)
... your body ... the temple of the Holy Spirit ...

2. I will not defile my MIND with impure thoughts.
What are impure thoughts?
Phil 4:8 ... Whatever is not true, noble,

just, pure, lovely, of good report,
virtuous, praiseworthy ...

 An idle mind becomes the devil’s workshop.
Avoid visiting suggestive sites in the internet.

Spend time unhurriedly with the meditation of the Bible —

Psa 119:11 ... Your Word in my heart ... I might not sin
   :15 ... meditate ... contemplate ...
   :16 ... delight ... not forget ...

Youthful days are the best for the memorization of
Scripture verses (2 Tim 3:15);
the truths will stay with you for life.
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3. I will not defile my LIFE with evil words.
The quality of our life depends on the words
of our mouth —
Psa 34:12,13 ... Who desires life ... many days ...

 see good?... Keep your tongue from evil...
Apostle Peter elaborates it in his Epistle —

1 Pet 3:8-12
Tongue-control is a mark of perfection —

Js 3:2 ... not stumble in word ... perfect man
i.e. If you can control your tongue,
you can exercise self-control in all areas of your life —

“... he is able to bridle the whole body”

 Witness for Christ.
Gossip the Gospel (Acts 17:17).

 Whatever you speak must build up and bless others —
Eph 4:29 ... no corrupt communication ...

but edification ... impart grace ...

 Do not read politicized Newspapers and dirty Magazines.
What you speak depends on
what you fill your mind with —
Lk 6:45 ... good treasure of heart ...

abundance of heart ... mouth speaks ...

4. I will not defile my MANNERS with bad company.
Conversion to Christ means,
breaking of old bonds and making of new bonds.

It’s deception to think that evil company
will not affect us —
1 Cor 15:33 ... Do not be deceived ...

Evil company corrupts good manners.
:34 ... Awake (Don’t be sedated!). Do not sin.

Peer pressure will be there;
but do not compromise on your convictions and ideals.

 Keep regular fellowship with God’s children.
Babylon was known for drunkenness, debauchery and idolatry;
but Daniel and the three young men supported
each other to stay pure —

Dan 2:17,18 ... Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, Azariah ...
companions ...

5. I will not defile my HEART with unbelief.
The simple faith on the finished work of Christ,
planted in your heart is precious —

1 Pet 1:7 ... your faith much more precious than gold ...

 There are innumerable forces working against
your faith —

Beware! (Heb 3:12) ... evil heart of unbelief ...

It’s with the “shield of faith”
you can “quench all the fiery darts” of the enemy —

Eph 6:16

The Bible is not a Science book;
but true Science agrees with it.

Science is from man’s exploration;
Scripture is by God’s revelation.

Apostle Paul warned young Timothy —

“O Timothy! guard against what’s falsely
called knowledge!” (1 Tim 6:20,21)

The Bible does not have answers to all questions;
but it gives the perfect answer to the question of questions —

“What must I do to be saved?” (Acts 16:30,31)

 Conclusion
Commit these decisions to God; trust in Him;
He will help you to keep them (Psa 37:5; Prov 16:3).
Declare: “God is able to keep what I’ve committed to Him

  until that Day!” (2 Tim 1:12)
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Backsliding

Introduction
 Backsliders outnumber active Christians.

This message is for —
a) Backsliders to come back
b) Zealous Christians to prevent backsliding
c) Soulwinners to restore backsliders

(A) CAUSES of Backsliding
1. Superficial Conversion

Mt 13:20,21 ... no root
Christian life is not a bed of roses

Acts 14:22 ... many tribulations

2. Bad Company
Num 11:4,5 ... mixed multitude ... lust
1 Cor 15:33 ... evil company corrupts
Advice of Elders and Parents

3. Unholy alliance in marriage
1 Ki 11:1-4 ... Solomon ... wives ... other gods
2 Cor 6:14 ... unequally yoked ...
(Foolish love affairs)

4. Material-mindedness
2 Tim 4:10 ... Demas ... world ...
1 Tim 6:10 ... Love of money ... root of all evil
Mt 13:22 ... Thorny soil ... cares ... riches

Choice of Career — “What do You want me to do?’

5. Failure to maintain a good conscience
1 Tim 1:19 ... shipwreck ...

Reconciliation and Restitution with men —
Acts 24:16

6. Self-confidence
Prov 14:14 ... filled with own ways
Lk 22:31-33 ... Mt 26:33 ... Peter
Ready to go to prison ...Though all may leave You.

He who thinks he stands, take care that he may not fall!
(1 Cor 10:12)

7. Impatience

Promises — delay in fulfilment ... Heb 10:35-39
Prayers — delay for answers

(a) Widow & Judge (Lk 18:1-8)
(b) A friend at midnight (Lk 11:5-13)

Prevention is better than cure —

(B) ANTIDOTES for Backsliding
1. Watchful prayer

Mt 26:40,41 ... temptation ...
Regularity —
eg) David (Psa 55:17) ... thrice a day

Daniel (Dan 6:10) ... thrice a day
Maintaining a spirit of prayer — Vigilance

2. Scripture meditation
Lk 11:24-26 ... house empty ... evil spirits
Psa 119:11 ... that I may not sin ...

3. Fullness of the Holy Spirit
Without us God will not;
Without God we cannot!

eg)  Keeps himself (1 Jn 5:18);
 Kept by the power of God (1 Pet 1:5)
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eg) Jude 20,21 ... Keep yourselves
     24 ... God keeps you

4. Fellowship of God’s children

Heb 3:12,13 (fellowships) ... exhort ... daily
 10:24,25 (Church) ... stir up ... good works

Have a close prayer partner —
Eccl 4:9-12 ... warmth ... warfare

5. Sharing of faith
Mt 5:14-16 ... light ... lamp ... world
2 Tim 1:6-8 ... not fear ... but power

6. Beware of beginnings!
Psa 19:12 ... “errors”

 :12 ... “secret faults”
 :13 ... “presumptuous sins”
 :13 ... “great transgressions”

7. Looking at Christ, not problems
Heb 12:1,2 ... Jesus ... Author ... Finisher
Mt 14:27-31 ... Peter ... waves ... faith

Several problems in life may never be solved.
We must learn to live above them

and not get dissolved by them!
(C) CURES for Backsliding

If you are backslidden ...

a) Symptoms of backsliding

1. Insensitiveness to sin
2. Loss of interest in devotional habits
3. Satisfaction and stagnation

b) How to be cured —
1. Turn to Christ again and not to anything else —

Judas vs. Peter
Mt 26:75; Jn 21:15/Mt 27:3-5

2. Believe God’s promises —
“He who comes to Me ...” (Jn 6:37b)
“Though your sins may be ...” (Isa 1:18)
“Abundant in mercies and forgiveness ...”

(Psa 86:5)
Remember how the Father received the Prodigal Son!

(Lk 15:20)

Listen to the author’s 90-minute Talk,
“Stop Backsliding!”

English to Tamil (mp3)
This Talk is available as a 12 page Pamphlet also.

 Read the following books on youth for practical counsel —

By R. Stanley
 To Dear Students ...
 Dare to be Different!

By Dr. Mrs. Lilian Stanley
 Sweet Sixteen
 World of Youth
 Girls & Guys
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“My Servant”
Introduction

 All the children of God are His SERVANTS;
not just a select few —

Mal 3:16-18
— 2-fold ministry of each Christian (1 Pet 2:4,5,9)

This great privilege lays on us an awesome responsibility.
We must behave as His servants.

 God called those who pleased Him as
“My” Servants —
Seven persons in the OT received that testimony.
Each of them excelled in one particular character.

1. Abraham
Gen 26:24 — The first occurrence of “My servant”

“Faith & Obedience” — Heb 11:8

Simple trust
— To leave his native place
— To sacrifice his son

Obedience — Before all questions were answered.
“went not knowing where”

— Costly/Sacrificial
(C.T. Studd: If Christ has died for me,

no sacrifice I make can be great!)

 When a man trusts and obeys the Lord,
he need not be afraid of what man may do to him —

Gen 26:19-24 ... Isaac’s 4th well

M
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 Nothing will happen without His knowledge & permission.

 In times of crisis —2 Cor 1:8-10
Abraham’s faith in God who can “raise” the dead

(Heb 11:17-19)
2. Moses

Num 12:7 ... “My servant” Moses
“Faithfulness and Closeness/Intimacy” (vv7,8)
— Faithful in all His house (Heb 3:2,5)

There were times when Moses lost his temper,
but he was a SINCERE man —

“humble” (Num 12:3)

 He did not know his face was shining!  Ex 34:28-30

 In the Miriam-Aaron Campaign against Moses,
 the first time he opened his mouth was to pray
 for them — Num 12:13

He was perfectly relaxed in God’s presence —
“The Lord” heard it (Num 12:2c)

 Similarly, David & Shimei (2 Sam 16:5,6,9,12; 19:18b,19)
God’s Promise: Isa 54:15 ... Whoever assembles

against you ...
3. Caleb

Num 14:24 ... “My servant” Caleb
“Different spirit and wholehearted following”
Different Spirit = Did not join the majority (vv22-24)

He believed God rather than the circumstances —
Grasshoppers/Giants
God’s Word (Josh 14:10)

— God is NOT a man (Num 23:19)
ULTIMATE FULFILMENT (Heb 11:13,39)

Venturing into difficult territories
and possessing them for God (Josh 14:10,11,12)

 eg) Hudson Taylor (1832-1905),
Founder of China Inland Mission:

Three stages in God’s work —
Impossible.
Difficult.
Done!

4. Job
Job 1:8 ... “My servant” Job

“Uprightness” — Fearing God
— Hating evil

Compare Heb 1:9

He was very sensitive in the matter of hallowing
the Name of God—

eg)His sons’ matter (Job 1:4,5)
He rebuked his wife (Job 2:9,10)

Right words about God even in difficult situations —
Job 2:10; 42:7

— Patience will guard our lips
Js 1:4 (patience); 3:2 (words); 5:11(patience)

5. Isaiah
Isa 20:2,3 ... “My servant” Isaiah
“Readiness to do ununderstandable things”
Isaiah identified himself totally with the message.

— It takes a crucified man to preach a crucified Saviour!
(Some preachers master their sermons;

others are mastered by their sermons.)
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— Sufficient time in sermon preparation.
Faithful messengers of the Lord.
Personal or pulpit ministry.

— Scarcity for the “message”
Do not divorce the message from the messenger.

Preach what the Bible says; practise what you preach.
— First priests, then people (Jer 31:14)
— Hardworking farmer (2 Tim 2:6)

6. Zerubbabel
Hagg 2:23 ... Zerubbabel “My servant”

Zerubbabel — 1. Plumbline (Zech 4:10)
— Righteousness (Hand)

2. Ring (Hagg 2:23)
— Authority (Finger)

3. Capstone (Zech 4:7)
— Power/Spirit (Shoulder)

“Consistence and Persistence”
“foundation ... finish” (Zech 4:9)

— not shifty — change gear, not track.
— When the going gets tough, get going.

7. Jesus
a) Isa 42:1-4 ... Behold, “My servant!”

No self-propaganda — “GOD” exalted Him!
Fulfilment of Mt 12:16-21

“Tell no man ...”
Examples: Mt 8:4 ... leper

9:30 ... Blind men
  16:20 ... Disciples
  17:9 ... Transfiguration

b) Isa 52:13 ... Behold, “My servant!”
“Prudence” ... Wisdom

— Jesus in prophecy (Isa 11:2)
Spirit of wisdom, knowledge, understanding ...

— Jesus grew first in wisdom (Lk 2:52)

— Wisdom is the principal thing
Prov 4:7 ... With all your getting ...
Js 1:5 ... Prayer for wisdom pleases God.

Solomon’s prayer for wisdom
instantly answered (1 Ki 3:5-12)

— “Wisdom” mentioned first in the Gifts list
1 Cor 12:8 ... Word of Wisdom ... Knowledge

 Conclusion
The outstanding characteristics of a Servant of God
should be —

1. Faith & Obedience (Abraham)
2. Faithfulness & Intimacy with God (Moses)
3. Different spirit & Wholehearted following (Caleb)
4. Uprightness & Patience (Job)
5. Identification with the message (Isaiah)
6. Consistence & Persistence (Zerubbabel)
7. Humility & Wisdom (Jesus)
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The Heart of David
Introduction

God’s testimony about King David —
“I have found David ... a man after My own heart,
 who will do all My will” (Acts 13:22)

When David finished his life and work, it was said of him,
“David, after he had served his own generation
 by the will of God, fell asleep” (v36)

Keeping our heart right is of utmost importance —
Prov 4:23 ... Keep your heart with all diligence,

for out of it spring issues of life.
Heart = attitude

Attitude is the root;
actions are the fruit.

Rom 11:16 ... If the root is holy, so are the branches.

About King Rehoboam we read,
“He did evil, because he did not prepare his heart
 to seek the Lord” (2 Chr 12:14)

 Let’s observe David’s heart-attitude —

1. Towards his sin
He confessed to Prophet Nathan,
“I have sinned against the Lord” (2 Sam 12:13)

His brokenness, openness and thoroughness
in his sin confession are vividly seen in Psalm 51.

His very confession has become a favourite Psalm for
God’s children and His servants, down thro’ the centuries.

2. Towards God and His Name
 Worshipping the Lord

2 Sam 6:14-23
Though he was a great King, he considered himself
as nothing before the King of kings —

He was not ashamed to dance before God
“with all his might.”

 Building the Temple
2 Sam 7:1-3
He had a passionate desire to build God a Temple.

 Name of the Lord
Before Goliath (1 Sam 17:45) —
“I come in the Name of the Lord.”

 He did not want Saul’s death be publicized
lest the “uncircumcised” would rejoice —

2 Sam 1:20 ... What a zeal for God’s Name!

3. Towards God’s servants
 He refused to stretch his hand against Saul

who was the “anointed” King —
1 Sam 24:6,7; 26:7-11; 2 Sam 1:14-16

 He blessed the men who buried King Saul —
2 Sam 2:4-6

Even though Saul was a backslider,
look at David’s attitude towards him.

4. Towards his friends and associates
 From the booty of the battle,

David gave equal share both to the frontliners and
the supplyliners —

1 Sam 30:21-24
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 For the sake of his bosom friend, Jonathan,
he blessed Mephibosheth overwhelmingly —

2 Sam 9

 For the kindness shown to David by the King of Ammon,
David blessed his son —

2 Sam 10:1,2
David showed his gratefulness to people tangibly.

5. Towards his enemies
 1 Sam 24:5

David’s heart troubled him
because he had cut Saul’s robe!

 2 Sam 4:8-12
David executed those who stabbed Ishbosheth,

one of the sons of Saul.

6. Towards suffering
 When people spoke of stoning David,

because Ziklag was burned down with fire,
“he strengthened himself in the Lord” (1 Sam 30:1-6)

 When Shimei threw stones at David and cursed him,
his response was —
“The Lord will look on my affliction ...

and repay me with good ...” (2 Sam 16:5-14)
7. Towards himself

Psa 131:1,2 ...“Lord, my heart is not haughty ...
I’ve calmed and quieted my soul ...”

Psa 22:6 ... “I am a worm, and no man!”

 Conclusion
No wonder, Jesus was called the “Son of David!” —
Not only in the Gospels (Mt 1:1; 9:27; 12:23; 21:9),
but also in Revelation (Rev 5:5; 22:16).

189

Joseph, a Practical Christian
Introduction

So much is preached about Mary,
but very little about Joseph.

If God had a reason to choose Mary,
the same is true of Joseph also.

He was a “practical” Christian by any standard.
The very first introduction about him —

“a just man” (Mt 1:19)

Joseph’s admirable characteristics —
1. Kindness and consideration against legalism

According to the Law of the Old Testament,
Mary could have been sent out —

Dt 24:1

But Joseph didn’t want to make her a “public” example;
he was minded to put her away “secretly” (Mt 1:19).

2. Patience before making a decision
Mt 1:20 ... while he was thinking about these things ...

We complicate matters because of hastiness.

3. Alignment with the Scriptures
Lk 2:22 ... according to the Law of Moses ...

  :41,42 ... Feast of the Passover ...
according to the custom (Dt 16:1,16)

4. Precautions for the safety of the Child Jesus
Mt 2:19-22 ... Angel ... dream ... Joseph ...

   but when he heard ... another dream ...
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Besides general guidance from the Lord,
we must stay sensitive to the voice
of the Holy Spirit considering the circumstances.

5. Obedience to the civil law
Though Mary was in her full term of pregnancy,
in spite of all odds, he went to Nazareth for registration
according to “a decree from Caesar”—

Lk 2:1-6
6. Self-control

To uphold God’s plan that Jesus would be born of
a “virgin,” Joseph had no sex with her
“till she had brought forth her first Son”—

Mt 1:22-25

7. Diligence in work
He was a Carpenter (Mt 13:55a)
He had a large family —

4 sons and atleast 2 daughters
i.e. 7 children! (Mt 13:55,56; Mk 6:3,4)

Because Joseph’s name does not figure out much in the
Gospels after the 12th year of Jesus, it’s likely he had an early
death. How Mary would have handled her early widowhood
and so many children is amazing!

Pray: O God, bless our communities with fathers
who are practical Christians like Joseph! Amen!

(Study the Outline 179 also.)
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The Lives of Paul & Jesus
Introduction

One of the Biblical passages in which Apostle Paul
has opened his heart before fellow-workers is Acts 20:17-38.

This was his farewell address to the Elders in the Church
at Ephesus.

Paul obviously had Jesus as his pattern for
life and ministry—

1 Cor 11:1 ... Imitate me, just as I imitate Christ

There are atleast 12 points to ponder,
keeping the life of Paul and that of Jesus side by side —

1. A shining life
Paul Jesus

Acts 20:17,18 Jn 8:46
“You know ...” “Which of you can convict Me

  of sin?”
Other Scriptures

Mt 5:14-16 ... light inside home and outside
Dan 6:4 ... No charge or fault
1 Tim 4:12 ... Example to believers

2. A consistent life
Paul Jesus

Acts 20:18 Jn 8:29
“from the first day...” “always pleasing the Father”
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Other Scriptures
Acts 24:16 ... I always strive ... conscience
Phil 2:12 ... you always obeyed
Psa 16:8 ... Presence of God always

3. A submitted life
Paul Jesus

Acts 20:19 Phil 2:5-7
“serving the Lord” “taking the form of a servant”

Other Scriptures
Mt 20:25-28 ... to serve ... not to be served
1 Cor 9:19 ... a servant to save others
Lk 17:7-10 ... unprofitable servants

4. A broken-hearted life
Paul Jesus

Acts 20:19,31 Isa 53:3
“humility ... tears ... trials” “a Man of Sorrows”

Other Scriptures
Psa 51:17 ... for one’s own condition
Rom 9:1-3 ... for the salvation of others
2 Cor 2:4 ... for fellow-saints

5. A generous life
Paul Jesus

Acts 20:20,21,26,27 Jn 10:10-13
“kept back nothing....” A good Shepherd...not a hireling

Other Scriptures
Prov 11:24-26 ... generous ... selling ...
2 Cor 9:6,12-15 ... bountiful sowing ... liberal sharing

6. A faith life

Paul Jesus

Acts 20:22 Mt 26:52-54
“go bound ... not knowing” “12 legions of angels ...

 Scriptures”
Other Scriptures

Heb 11:8 ... By faith Abraham ... not knowing ...
2 Tim 1:12 ... I know whom I have believed ...

(Not what the future holds, but who holds the future!)

7. A guided life

Paul Jesus

Acts 20:23 Lk 4:1
“Holy Spirit testifies ...” “led by the Spirit”

Other Scriptures
Mk 3:35 ... closeness to Jesus (Rom 8:14)
Acts 13:36 ... David ... after God’s own heart
Jn 7:17 ... The “desire” to do God’s will ...

8. A bold life

Paul Jesus

Acts 20:23,24 Jn 18:3-6
“chains ... tribulations” “I am He!”

Other Scriptures
Mt 10:27,28,32 ... Fear not ... speak ...
2 Tim 1:7,8 ... spirit of power, not fear
Acts 1:8 ... power for martyrdom
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9. A determined life

Paul Jesus

Acts 20:24 Jn 17:4
“I may finish my ministry” “I’ve finished the work”

Other Scriptures
2 Tim 4:6,7 ... drink offering ... finish race
Acts 21:8-14; 23:11 ... Nothing could distract

Paul from his onward course.

10. A joyful life

Paul Jesus

Acts 20:24 Psa 40:7,8
“... with joy ...” “delight to do Your will”

Other Scriptures
Jn 15:11 ... My joy ... your joy ...
Psa 100:2 ... serve the Lord with gladness
1 Jn 5:3 ... His commandments not burdensome

11. A selfless life

Paul Jesus

Acts 20:33-35 2 Cor 8:9
“silver ... gold ...” “He became poor to make us

 rich”
Other Scriptures

1 Tim 6:9-11 ... “flee love of money ...”
2 Tim 4:10 ... “Demas left ...”
2 Ki 5:15,16,20,26 ... Prophet Elisha
Dan 5:16,17 ... Prophet Daniel

12. A friendly life

Paul Jesus

Acts 20:36,37 Jn 15:5; Mt 11:19
“... prayed ... kissed ...” Friend of saints/sinners

Our condition

We talk about fellowship,
but we have failed in friendship.

We are too serious to be the servants of God!

(Study the Outlines 156 & 165 also.)
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Joseph of Arimathea
Introduction

 He is mentioned in all the 4 Gospels —
Mt 27:57-60
Mk 15:42-46
Lk 23:50-53
Jn 19:38-42

 It was not one of the 12 who collected and buried
the Body of Jesus!

A Character Study of Joseph

1. A secret disciple becomes brave.
Jn 19:38/Mk 15:43

Associated with “Nicodemus who came to Jesus by night!”
v39 (3:2/7:50)

Witnessing the death of Christ changed him.
The power of the Cross.
Similarily the Centurion (Lk 23:47)

How about you?

Almost or Altogether (Acts 26:27-29)
Two opinions (1 Ki 18:21)
Friend of whom? (Js 4:4)
Ashamed of Jesus? (Mk 8:38)

2. He refused to join the majority.
Lk 23:50,51a
Dead fish/Live fish ... against the tide
Broad way/Narrow gate

Prov 1:10-15 ... If sinners entice you ...
Psa 1:1 ... Blessedness of separation

Beware of peer pressure!
Excuse: Everybody does it!

3. He longed for God’s Kingdom.
Lk 23:51b

Youth worry about their future —
Mt 6:31-33

“Kingdom of God and His Righteousness”
 (Rule)  (Righteousness)

Rom 14:17 ... Peace and Joy

 Prayer
 Bible meditation
 Witnessing
 Fellowship

4. He gave to God liberally.
Mt 27:60/Isa 53:9

Result? a) Angels visited the tomb!
b) Tourists from all over the world visit the tomb!
c) Photographs all over!

Similarly Mk 14:3-9 ... Mary and alabaster box
Result? a) Before others came to anoint the Body of Jesus,

He rose again!
Mk 14:8/16:1

b) A memorial all over the world!
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eg) C.T. Studd — the Cricketer
David Livingstone — the Explorer

Only one life;
It’ll soon be past
What’s done for Christ
Alone shall last

 You will get back what you give to Jesus.

Jesus vacated the tomb in 3 days.
Similarly Abraham got back Isaac in 3 days —

(Gen 22:4)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Stephen the Strong

Introduction

We often quote Paul or Peter as challenging examples
for our life and work.

But we have so much to learn even from
many average characters in the Bible.

Stephen is one of them.
He was neither an Apostle nor an Elder,
but only a Helper (= deacon) in the early Church.
The study of his life is quite inspiring.

Stephen was —

1. Strong in the Spirit

Acts 6:5 ... full of faith and the Holy Spirit
:10 ... the Spirit by which he spoke ...

  7:55 ... full of the Holy Spirit ...

His charge against his persecutors:

“You always resist the Holy Spirit” (Acts 7:51)

2. Strong in the Scriptures

Read his address of defence in Acts 7:1-50

He quoted from
Genesis, Exodus, Deuteronomy, Joshua, 2 Samuel,
2 Kings, 1 Chronicles, Psalms, Isaiah, Jeremiah,
Daniel and Amos.
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3. Strong while Suffering
Acts 6:15 ... his face as the face of an angel

   7:54-57 ... gazed into heaven ... calling
on God ... knelt down ...

Suffering is suffering;
but our response to suffering speaks of our
spiritual strength and maturity

4. Strong in Supplications
Acts 7:47-49 ... No ritualistic temple worship

:59 ... calling on God while being stoned
:60 ... knelt down and cried ...

“If anyone suffers, let him pray” (Js 5:13)
Only when we are regular in prayer life,
we will be able to pray confidently in crises.

5. Strong in Service/Servanthood
Stephen was chosen to be a helper in feeding
the widows (Acts 6:1-6).

We are called to serve, not to be served (Mt 20:28)

The Apostles considered themselves as “servants”
to the people (Rom 1:1; Phil 1:1)

1 Tim 3:13 was literally fulfilled in Stephen:
“Those who have served well as deacons ...
 good standing ... great boldness in faith.”

6. Strong in Soulwinning/Sharing
Acts 6:8 ... full of faith and power ... great wonders ...

signs ...
:13 ... The charge against him was:

“He does not cease to speak!”
:14 ... He covered lots of people with his message

7. Strong in Society/Standing
Stephen was first among the “seven men of
good reputation” chosen for deaconry (Acts 6:3)

What God knows about us is most important;
but what people think about us does count —

Mt 5:16 ... your light before men ...
Acts 24:16 ... good conscience ... toward God and men
1 Tim 3:7 ... a good testimony among outsiders ...

 Conclusion
 The persecution of Stephen resulted in unusual

furtherance of the Gospel (Acts 11:19).

 Paul in his prayer to God referred to Stephen as,
“Your martyr Stephen!” (Acts 22:20)

 Stephen lived upto his name:
Stephen — Greek: Stephanos = Crown
He was a gem!

 The seated Jesus in Heaven stood up to
“Welcome Stephen!” (Acts 7:56)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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“God forbid!”
Introduction

“God forbid!”

This short sentence occurs several times in the Bible,
especially in the King James Version (KJV).
This simply means, “We just cannot think of doing it !”

The New King James Version (NKJV) renders it as —

“Certainly not!”
“Far be it from me/us!”

There are atleast 7 areas where we need to apply
this principle —

1. God forbid —
that we continue in sin.
Rom 6:2 ... How shall we ... died ... live in sin?

 :15 ... Shall we continue in sin ... grace?
1 Cor 6:15 ... Shall I take the organs ... Christ ... harlot?
Gal 2:17 ... Is Christ a minister of sin?

2. God forbid —
that we stop praying.
1 Sam 12:23 ... God forbid that I cease to pray ...

3. God forbid —
that we become fruitless.
Lk 20:16 ... give vineyard to others ...

4. God forbid —
that we doubt God’s faithfulness and justice.
Rom 3:4 ... Let God be true ... every man a liar ...

:6 ... Then how will God judge the world?
  9:14 ... Is there unrighteousness with God?

5. God forbid —
that we touch His servants.
1 Sam 26:11 ... my hand against the Lord’s anointed ...

6. God forbid —
that we boast but in the Cross.
Gal 6:14 ... glory except in the Cross ...

7. God forbid —
that we backslide.
Josh  22:29 ... rebel ... turn from the Lord ...

24:16 ... forsake the Lord ... other gods.

 Conclusion
On these issues there can be no compromise.
These are the absolutes of Christian life.
God forbid that we slight them!

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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How to Survive these Evil Days
Introduction

 These are evil days —
Eph 5:16 ... the days are evil ...

   6:13 ... the evil day ...

 Christ’s words at the end
of His Sermon on the Mount are quite relevant to us —

Mt 7:24-27

Rain ... Floods ...  Winds
(torrential)   (dashing) (stormy)

“These sayings of Mine”
The sure Foundation

Broadly there are 5 major Exhortations in this Sermon —
Matthew 5,6 & 7

1. Stay broken.

The 8 Beatitudes ... Mt 5:3-10

Manifestation: Poor in spirit (v3)
Mourning (v4)
Meekness (v5)
Hunger & thirst
(no self-satisfaction)(v6)
Mercifulness (v7)
Heart purity (v8)
Peacemaking (v9)
Persecution (v10)

N
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Opposites: Arrogance
Haughtiness
Boastfulness
Pride
Despising others
Overconfidence
Accusing others

The greatest lesson to be learnt from Jesus:
“Learn of Me ... meek ... lowly ...” (Mt 11:29)

He’s King but meek and lowly on a donkey (Mt 21:5)

Beatitudes =  Be “attitudes”

Blessing vs. Blessedness
i.e. What you receive vs. What you are

2. Grow in holiness.
Mt 5:13-20

  :27-32

 Salt & Light (vv13-16)
Either we are too salty

or too flashy!

The society around us must become better because
of our presence.

Two important questions —
Will this action please God?
Will this action bless others?

Both must be satisfied. (2-fold commandment: Mt 22:37-39)

 Law of God
Mt 5:17-19
Law = The standard of God’s holiness

Righteousness of Pharisees — (v20)
Beware of the “arrived-at” feeling!

Don’t be puffed up by comparing yourselves with others—
That was the problem of the Pharisees of Jesus’ day.
They were not bad people.
Their problem was thinking too much of themselves

and despising others.
eg) Pharisee & Publican (Lk 18:9)

Jesus went to the extent of saying,
“Harlots would enter the Kingdom before you!”

(Mt 21:31)
It was in a dinner party with the Pharisees,
a prostitute anointed Him with fragrant oil (Lk 7)

Eternity will be full of surprises —
   Pleasant for many sinners
   Unpleasant for many saints

The nearer we go to God, the more we realize
our uncleanness —

Isa   6:5 ... I saw the Lord ... I am unclean ...
Isa 64:1 ... “Your Presence”

 :6 ... We are all unclean ...
    all our righteousness ... filthy rags

3. Abound in love.
This Sermon has so much to teach on interpersonal
relationships —

5:21-26 ... hatred ... murder ... first reconcile

We fail to understand its seriousness —
But, Js 2:10-13 ... Murder similar to ... Adultery

The horizontal component of holiness is as important
as the vertical.
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“If you can’t love ... seen ...?” (1 Jn 4:20)

Mt 5:38-48 ... Tit for tat.
Trying to even out.
“I must teach him a lesson!”
God says, “Vengeance is Mine!”

(Psa 94:1; Rom 12:19; Heb 10:30)
Mt 6:14,15 ... Forgive ...

The only point illustrated in the 7 requests
of the Lord’s prayer

Mt 7:1-5 ... Judging others —
No one is 100% bad or 100% good!

4. Be Biblical in spiritual disciplines.
Mt 6:1-4 ... Charity ... no show-off

  :5-9 ... Prayer .... no show-off
  :16-18 ... Fasting ... no show-off
7:15-23 ... Ministry

Gifts without fruits.
Will of God vs. Work of God.

If we do not follow the Biblical principles in these areas,
we may deceive ourselves.

We may appear spiritual but will not be Scriptural.

Self-deception will creep in.

Sincerity alone is not sufficient —
“One can be sincerely wrong!”

5. Trust God for your future.
Mt 6:19-21 ... Where your treasure is ...
i.e. Do not save too much

for you or for your children.

Save just for the rainy day.

Love for material things —
“lusting thro’ eyes”

vv22,23 (the context)
Mt 6:24-34 ... God vs. Gad (= fortune, Gen 30:11)

Two Masters
Set your priorities right ... Mt 6:33

 Conclusion
Meditate on the “Sermon on the Mount”
as frequently as possible.
This will serve as a checklist
to keep us from deviations.

We will not only escape the perils of
these “evil days,” but will be able to stand before
the Son of Man with boldness (Lk 21:36).

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



10781077

195

Second Coming & Practical Life

 Introduction
There are simply too many interpretations for the

Book of Revelation.
As such there are so many different positions Christians have
taken regarding the nature and sequence of events
connected with the Second Coming of Christ.

Instead of fighting over these differences, let’s “prepare”
ourselves for this next most important event in history.

The “nature” and the “order” of events are in
God’s hand (Acts 1:6-8)

Here are 12 aspects we must concentrate on to be ready —

1. The Bible & Second Coming
2 Pet 1:19 ... Word ... light ... dark ... morning star
Eph 5:25-27 ... washing ... present glorious
Regular Meditation/Top Priority/Sound Doctrine/etc.

2. Repentance & Second Coming
Acts 3:19-21 ... repent ... refreshing ... send Jesus

 17:30,31 ... times of ignorance ... Judge ...
No boasting of religious heritage.
Bring forth fruits of repentance (Mt 3:8,9)

3. Holiness & Second Coming
1 Jn 3:2,3 ... He who has this hope ... purifies ...
2 Pet 3:11,12 ... What manner of persons ... conduct

Acts 24:15,16 ... strive ... conscience without offence
Tit 2:11-13 ... deny ungodliness ... blessed hope
Heb 12:14 ... without holiness ... see the Lord
Rev 22:11,12 ... He who is holy ... holier still
1 Thess 5:23 ... God sanctifies you completely

Frequent self-examination necessary.

4. Prayer & Second Coming
Lk 21:36 ... Watch ... pray ... count worthy
Mk 13:35-37 ... morning ... evening ... (illustrated)
Lk 18:1,8 ... Losing faith in prayer (Will He find faith?)

Watch = Taking time to wait on the Lord.
Understanding His mind.

5. Relationships & Second Coming
Phil 4:5 ... gentleness ... the Lord at hand
Eph 4:29,30 ... corrupt communication ...

Holy Spirit for the Day of Redemption
1 Cor 4:5 ... Do not judge before time

6. Church Fellowship & Second Coming
Heb 10:25 ... forsaking assembling... Day approaching

(not just for worship but fellowship—v24)
Rev 19:7 .... Lamb’s wife ready ... (i.e. the Church)

Not any organisation but the Church —
Doing everything for the good of the Body

7. Stewardship & Second Coming
Mt 24:45-51 ... faithful & wise servant ...

 25:21,23 ... 5 talents... 2 talents... good & faithful
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24:40-42 ... whatever work...field...grinding stone
Faithfulness/Hardwork/Diligence/Users, not owners

8. Christian Ministry & Second Coming
2 Tim 4:1,2 ... His appearing ... Preach the Word
Heb 12:28,29 ... grace ... reverence ... consuming fire
Mt 24:14 ... to all nations ... the end ...
Acts 1:7,8 ... at His time ... BUT ... witness
No slackness/Sense of urgency/Sacrificial labour

9. Charity & Second Coming
Mt 25:34-40 ... left & right ...  goats & sheep
Lk 14:12-14 ... dinner... poor... resurrection of the just

— Watch my DVD, 5 hrs, “How not to Help”
— Study “Stewardship Study Bible” (NIV)

10. Suffering & Second Coming
2 Cor 4:16-18 ... outward man perishing ... not seen
2 Tim 2:11,12a ... endure ... reign ...
Rom 8:18 ... present sufferings ... future glory

 :23 ... redemption of body
Jn 14:1-4 ... Let not your heart ... a place for you
The “Why” questions answered by Second Coming

11. Bereavement  & Second Coming
1 Thess 4:13-18 ... without hope ... comfort ...

12. Final Salvation & Second Coming
Rom 13:11 ... salvation nearer ...
1 Thess 5:2,9 ... thief at night ... wrath ... salvation
Heb 9:26-28 ... second time for salvation
1 Pet 1:5 ... kept by power ... salvation ... endtime

Salvation Past: Deliverance from the Penalty of sin
Salvation Present: Deliverance from the Power of sin
Salvation Future: Deliverance from the Presence of sin

(This outline is developed by the author
as a full-length article, titled,

“Are you Ready to Meet your God?”
and published as a 20-page Pamphlet

in over 10 languages for worldwide distribution to Christians.
Ask for details.)

 Recommended Study Aids for Bible Prophecy —

 Prophecy Study Bible by John C. Hagee
NKJV (1997)

 Tim Lahaye Prophecy Study Bible by Tim Lahaye
NKJV (2001)

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________



10821081

The Blessings of Resurrection
196

Introduction
1 Corinthians 15 —A Chapter on Resurrection.

Resurrection is talked about 40 times in the NT.

3 Resurrections:

i) Christ the Firstfruit (v23)
ii) Those who are Christ’s (v23)

We are more sure to arise out of our graves
than out of our beds!

iii) The wicked dead (Rev 20:12,13)

Salvation is complete thro’ Christ’s Resurrection.

The Blessings of Resurrection are connected with the
4 last things mentioned in this Chapter —

1) Last Appearance/Revelation (v8)
2) Last Enemy (v26)
3) Last Adam (v45)
4) Last Trumpet (v52)

1. Last Appearance (v8)

My unworthiness but God’s grace (vv9,10)
Dead in trespasses and sins

but raised to life for all blessings by MERCY & GRACE —
Eph 2:4-6

   1:3

eg) Revivalist John Wesley (1703-1791), pointing to a
drunkard dragged on the streets by policemen, said,

“There goes John Wesley but for the grace of God!”

2. Last Enemy (v26)

Death: A believer’s last day is his best day!
We die that we may die no more!

The New Life in Christ under constant attack from the enemy
through —

a) Our own flesh (v31 ... “I die daily”)
Gal 5:17 ... Flesh ø Spirit
Rom 6:10-14 ... Sin no more dominion on you.

Thro’ Christ’s death — Salvation from the
Penalty of sin (1 Cor 15:3)

Thro’ Christ’s resurrection — Salvation from the
Power of Sin (1 Cor 15:17)

b) Evil company (v33), beasts (v32)
i.e. Influence of the materialistic world (vv12,19)

c) Spiritual forces of condemnation and corruption
Rom 8:31,34-37

Victory over “all” enemies (v25)

3. Last Adam (v45)

The ultimate purpose of God is to grow us into the
perfect image of Christ —

(vv45-49) (Eph 4:13)
By —

a) Eph 4:7,8 ... Gifts to each one
Rom 12:6-8 ... Gifts of Grace
1 Cor 12:7-10 ... Manifestation of the Spirit

b) Ministerial gifts in the Church
Eph 4:11-13
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4. Last Trumpet (v52)

 We will be blessed with a glorified body like that of the
Resurrected Christ!

(vv50-53)

Take care of your life and God will take care of your death!

2 Cor 3:17,18 ... from glory to glory!

 We can still identify one another
eg) Rich man & Lazarus

(Lazarus not suffering from compassion!)
eg) Woman & 7 brothers

(Mt 22:23-30)
eg) Angels can be identified!

(Michael, Gabriel ...)

 Conclusion
1. Last Appearance — Justification
2. Last Enemy — Sanctification Rom 8:28-30
3. Last Adam — Conformation
4. Last Trumpet — Glorification

This is the FULL GOSPEL.

Therefore .... (v58)
“Be steadfast, immovable, always
abounding in the work of the Lord...”

197

The Blessings of Second Coming
Introduction

 Christian believers are optimists —

 Sunday School Child about the Book of Revelation
— “Jesus Wins!”

 We are people of hope, unlike the people of the world—
eg) Mourning for the dead (1 Thess 4:13)

 Paul before King Agrippa:
“I stand here for the hope of the promise”

(Acts 26:6)
 The Bible’s assurance:

“Hope will not disappoint us” (Rom 5:5)

 Greatest Expectation —

For OT saints: The First Coming of Christ
For NT saints: The Second Coming of Christ

eg)Word of Greeting—“Maranatha!” (1 Cor 16:22)

The last promise in the NT —
“Surely I’m coming quickly!” (Rev 22:20)

“Surely” — The Certainty
“Quickly” — The Imminency

What do we expect at the Second Coming?
1. Perfection of Saints

 Christ bore our sins on the Cross —
But we still have sin in us —

“If we say we have no sin ...” (1 Jn 1:8)
The greatest purpose of God is to make us like
His Son  — “perfect” ... (Rom 8:28,29; Eph 4:13)
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“Perfection is God’s will for us.”
3 Stages — 1) A crisis experience

2) A process
3) A crisis experience

Stage-1 — “Justification” —
= “as if we never sinned”

“white as snow and wool” (Isa 1:18)

This is “positional” Sanctification —
i.e. our “STANDING” before God

 Rags (Isa 64:6) replaced by Robes (Isa 61:10)!

Stage-2 — “Practical” Sanctification
 The saint must behave saintly (Eph 5:3,4)
 Holy ... holier still (Rev 22:11)

This is “growing” in holiness —
eg) dawnlight getting brighter ... noon day!
i.e. our “STATE” before God (Prov 4:18)

Stage-3 — “Final” Sanctification — “Glorification”
Sun of Righteousness at Zenith!

eg) 1 Thess 5
v22 — “Abstain from every form of evil”
v23 — “God will sanctify you completely”

at the Coming of the Lord
v24 — Faithful is He ... who will also do it!

The good work He has begun will be completed (Phil 1:6)
Heb 9:28 ... Salvation complete

Three Tenses:
Past: Deliverance from the PENALTY of sin
Present: Deliverance from the POWER of sin
Future: Deliverance from the PRESENCE of sin

Several forces may work against us —
But if God be for us,

WHO can be against us?
Who CAN BE against us?
Who can be AGAINST us?
Who can be against US?  (Rom 8:31)

“Whom He foreknew” (Rom 8:29-31)
 “All things for this good purpose” (v28)

“Now children of God ... But when we see Him ...” (1 Jn 3:2)

“He will present us blameless ... wrinklefree!” (Eph 5:26,27)

“Salvation nearer than when we first believed” (Rom 13:11)
Believe it!

2. Redemption of our bodies
Christ bore our sicknesses also on the Cross.
By His stripes we are healed (Isa 53:5; 1 Pet 2:24)
Why do we still have sicknesses?

No one but Paul has given a satisfactory answer —
Rom 8:22,23 ... Still groaning ...

Only firstfruits ...

This present body is earthly ... mortal ... (1 Cor 15:44-48)
Life = Journey from birth to death!

Only at II Coming we will be given glorified bodies —
Changed ... immortality (1 Cor 15:51-53)

2 Cor 5:1-5 ... Earthly house ... Spirit as a guarantee
(now absent from the Lord — vv6-8)

Rev 21:4 — No death ... disease ... deformity ... defect ...

Today ... Paul will have his thorn “in the flesh.”
Timothy will have his stomach problems.
Epaphroditus sick unto death ... (Phil 2:25-30)
Lazarus will die again!
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The Holy Spirit “quickens” our mortal bodies (Rom 8:11)
Gifts of Healing — Supernatural
Treatment for Healing — Scientific

eg) King Hezekiah (2 Ki 20:5-7)

3. Evangelisation of the world
Mount of Olives ... What’s the sign of Your Coming

and the End?”
Mt 24:3,14 ... “Gospel preached to all Nations ...”

Pentecostal Outpouring —
“In the last days ... signs & wonders in heaven
before that day ... whoever calls on the Lord”

(Acts 2:17-21)

The devil more furious than ever (Rev 12:12)
— Persecution of missionaries intensified (Mt 24:9,10)

“... hated ... killed ...”

But to the Churches in Smyrna & Philadelphia —
“Fear not ... Open door ... Coming quickly”

(Rev 2:10a; 3:8a,11a)

Church growth faster than ever —

 Bihar ...  once a Graveyard of Missionaries,
 but now a Vineyard of Missions

 75,000 souls added to Church worldwide per day

 30,000 ... in China/day

 Africa in 1900 — 3% Christian
2000 — 45% Christian

 AD 100 — Christians vs. non-Christians ...  1:360
AD 2000 — Christians vs. non-Christians... 1:6

Christ is recruiting workers at evening 5 also! (Mt 20:6)

Pentecost was former rain —
Latter rain just before Second Coming.

Don’t be intimidated in Evangelism —
eg) Timothy: Timid!

Whenever Paul reminded him of Great Commission,
he referred to Second Coming —

1 Tim 6:12-15; 2 Tim 4:1,2 ... Kingdom
Nations boasting of past glory!
Church boasting of future Glory!

Earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord
as the waters cover the sea! (Hab 2:14)

Every knee ... Every tongue ... (Phil 2:10)

Go to the end of the world ...
I will be with you to the end of the age! (Mt 28:19,20)

4. Eradication of evil
— John introduced Jesus as the One who will burn the chaff

Mt 3:12
— Jesus loved good and hated evil

Heb 1:9

But He did not “eradicate” evil —
eg) Now Satan: “Prince of this world”

Jn 12:31; 14:30; 16:11
Even after Crucifixion —
“The world lies under the evil one” (1 Jn 5:19b)

Second Coming a deathbell for evil —
2 Thess  2:8 ... Consume antichrist by His breath ...

1:7-9 ... flaming fire ...
punish the disobedient ...

Psa 2:12 ... His anger will be kindled ... Kiss Him!
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Rev 20:1-3 ... Satan bound for 1000 years
Finally, lake of fire (20:10)

Don’t try to bind him or burn him or banish him now!

Satan will not be there in new Heaven and New Earth!
Even in Eden, he was there!

Babylon will be fallen — Rev 18:2

No sin will be there —
eg) When rewards are distributed,

 there will be neither pride nor jealousy!

Present earth destroyed ... Looking for NH & NE
where dwells righteousness! (2 Pet 3:12)

5. Celebration in Heaven
A call for celebration  —

Rev 19:6,7 ... The Lord Omnipotent reigns ...
Wedding Feast of the Lamb

This was anticipated in the OT itself —
Isa 25:6-9 ... Feast on mountain ...

shall swallow death forever ...
This is our God; we waited for Him!

Today, in the “spiritual” sense ... God with us
Tomorrow, in the “literal” sense ... We with God

“Eye has not seen ...
but the Spirit has revealed ...” (1 Cor 2:9)

This revelation is only partial
eg) Queen of Sheba: “Not even half!”

Praise God who is able to do exceedingly abundantly
above all that we ask or think ... throughout all ages!

(Eph 3:20,21)
The last Prayer following the last Promise —

“Come, Lord Jesus!” (Rev 22:20)

198

Gains of Death
Introduction

 An oft-quoted Scripture text —
Phil 1:21 ... “For to me, to live is Christ,

 and to die is gain”
(Read vv21-24)
Why is death a “gain?”

The Biblical view of death different from the worldview.
Feelings are the same — “sorrow and tears”
But the difference: 1 Thess 4:13 ... “HOPE”

Gains/Blessings of Death —
1. Release

a) From sin (Rom 6:7)
Not only from the penalty and the power of sin,
but also from the very presence of sin.

b) From pain (Rom 8:22,23)
No one is 100% healthy — physically or spiritually
Glory land ... No more pain, sorrow ... death ...

(Rev 21:1-4)
c) From strain (Rev 14:13)

Sweat because the land was cursed (Gen 3:17-19).
“Rest In Peace!” (RIP) (Psa 16:9; Isa 57:2)

2. Reunion
a) With our loved ones

— The rich man even from Hell
recognized Lazarus in Heaven! (Lk 16:23)

— David: The child will not come to me ... (2 Sam 12:23)
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— 1 Thess 4:17 ... “together with them”
 to meet the Lord in mid-air!

b) With souls blessed through us

Lk 16:9 ... receive you ... eternal habitats
“Treasures in Heaven” (Mt 6:19-21; Lk 18:22)

— Fruits in Heaven thro’ our investment

c) With the saints of old (Bible Men and Women)

— Abraham in Heaven could be identified (Lk 16:23)
Moses & Elijah at Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:3,4)

— Clouds of witnesses up there to cheer us up
at finishing line (Heb 12:1)

— Heb 12:22-24 ... You have come to Mount Zion ...
General Assembly of the Firstborn

3. Rewards
“Blessed” are those who sleep in Jesus! (Rev 14:13)

a) Bodily resurrection like Jesus

1 Thess 4:14 — As Jesus came up from the dead ...
1 Cor 15:14-20 — faith ... preaching ... vain

Not with pimples, defects or any such thing,
but just like Jesus — 33-year old Carpenter of Nazareth!

b) Rewards for works
Dan 12:2,3 ... soulwinning stars
Crowns — Day of Coronation!
Not only for fulltimers

but for all the faithful ! (2 Tim 4:8)
c) Ministry to the living

Heb 11:4 ... Abel ... dead ... yet speaks
(He was not a preacher!)

Eccl 7:2,3 ... the living will take it to heart ...
 heart made better

What do we learn?
— Brevity of life
— Certainty of death
— Necessity to stay prepared

 Conclusion
What are we to do?

a) Live as if this is your last day on earth!
We are all in the 4th year of grace! (Lk 13:7-9)

b) Give as much as you can —
The dead go to the grave holding
only what they’ve given away!

Jim Elliot: He is no fool who gives away what he cannot
keep in order to gain what he cannot lose!”

A call to simple lifestyle —
1 Tim 6:6-8 ... Rich in giving ... foundation for eternity

c) Preach like a dying man to dying men!
A sense of urgency.
Do not postpone.
Tomorrow is not ours.

Only one life;
It’ll soon be past;

What’s done for Christ;
Alone shall last!

— C.T. Studd

The unbelievers are after adding years to their life;
let us work on adding life to our years!
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Joy in Heaven
Introduction

On this earth,
there are more things which make us sorrowful than
those which make us joyful —

This is the result of the fall of man —
God pronounced punishment on

a) Serpent — living creatures
b) Man & woman — human beings
c) Ground — geological world
(Gen 3:14-18)

The end of His pronouncement was —
“sweat ... dust” (Gen 3:19)

But because Christ has forgiven and redeemed us,
we are called repeatedly to be glad and to rejoice” —

“Being glad” is a state/condition;
“Rejoicing” is an act/expression.

i.e. We must inspire “ourselves” to rejoice:

“Be glad” and “Rejoice” —
 This combination occurs thro’out the Bible:

Psa 9:2 SS 1:4
31:7 Isa 25:9
32:11 65:18
40:16 66:10
68:3 Joel 2:21,23
70:4 Zeph 3:14
90:14 Mt 5:12

   118:24 Rev 19:7

This must be a constant and conscious effort on our part —

2 Cor 6:10 ... “Sorrowful yet always rejoicing”
(problems are there; but rejoice!)

Phil 4:4 ... Rejoice always
1 Thess 5:16 ... Rejoice always

If it is an automatic thing,
such a command would not have been necessary!

The greatest motivation to be joyful amidst all troubles is that
“These troubles are only for a short while!” (2 Cor 4:17)

 Psalmist David’s understanding —
Psa 30:4,5,9,10 ... His anger but for a moment

 Prophet Isaiah’s explanation —
Isa 54:7,8 ... a mere moment ... a little wrath

 Apostle Peter’s expectation —
1 Pet 1:5-9 ... last time ... a little while ... the end

We are all bothered by three major troubles —
1. Sin, 2. Sickness, 3. Sorrow

We will briefly study what Heaven promises concerning
each of these troubles —

1. SIN

Salvation from sin is the primary blessing promised
by Christ’s first advent —

Angel to Joseph: “Jesus ... save people from sins” (Mt 1:21)

Jesus took our sins on Him — “ALL our sins”

 Sins of the dead.
Sins of the living.
Sins of the unborn.
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 Sins committed yesterday.
Sins being committed today.
Sins which might be committed tomorrow.

That’s why John the Baptist declared:

“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the
 sin of the world!” (Jn 1:29)

On the Cross, Christ has “finished” the work of redemption
and made full provision for our salvation. But now we enjoy
only the firstfruits of it —

Salvation: (a) Past: Deliverance from “penalty” of sin (Rom 6:23)
i.e. death = separation from God

(b) Present: Deliverance from the “power” (slavery)
of sin (Rom 6:14,22)

(c) Future: Deliverance from the “presence” of sin
 (Rev 20:10)

Unlike in the Garden of Eden, the devil cannot enter
the New Heaven & New Earth (Rev 21:27).
Think of a place where there will be no temptation!

Salvation: (a) Justification — “As if we have never sinned”
(b) Sanctification — “Cleansing us from our sin and

  empowering us so we may not sin”
(c) Glorification — “Transforming us so we cannot sin”

(a) Justification — By the First Coming of Christ (Cross)
as a PROPHET

(b) Sanctification — By the Coming of the Holy Spirit
after Jesus went back as a PRIEST

(c) Glorification — By the Second Coming of Christ
as KING

This is a “progressive” experience —
We “got” saved — A crisis experience
We “are being” saved — An ongoing experience
We “will be” saved — A crisis experience

eg) Water of Life — Rivers of Living Water — Tree of Life
(Jn 4:13,14) (Jn 7:37,38) (Rev 2:7; 22:1,2)

God will present us “faultless” (spotless)
at Christ’s Second Coming with “exceeding joy” (Jude 24)

  i.e. God Himself will be excited!
Bride ready! “Rejoice” (Rev 19:7,8)

2. SICKNESS
Even though every sickness is not a direct result of sin,
sickness entered the world only after sin.
Sickness therefore, in general, is a consequence of sin.
That’s why Jesus in more than one case forgave the sins
of the candidate before healing his disease —

eg) Mt 9:2,6b (paralytic)

There are of course exceptions —
Jn 9:1-3 (Who sinned?)

Therefore as long as there is sin in the world,
a sickness-free life is impossible.

Did not Christ carry our sicknesses on the Cross?
He did — Mt 8:16,17

But just like Salvation, which will be completed only
at the Coming of Jesus,
sickness also will be totally eradicated only
when He reappears —

It’s called the “redemption of the body”  (Rom 8:22,23)

Today, only “first fruits”
Tomorrow, “full fruits” — 12 fruits

Rev 22:2,3 ...   No more curse!
“No more pain” (21:4c)
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3. SORROWS

Sorrow is the consequence of wrong choices,
ungodly practices, losses, disappointments and things
which characterize a corrupt world system.

Jesus carried not only our sins and sicknesses
but also our sorrows —

Isa 53:4 ... “borne ... griefs ... sorrows”
:3a ... “a Man of Sorrows”

“acquainted with grief” = Identification
 with us in our sorrows

Yes, Christian life is not an absence of troubles, problems
and sorrows, but having the presence of Christ
with which we overcome them —

Rom 8:35-39 ... “more than conquerors”

As human beings,
our instant response to difficulties and problems will be
fear and sorrow. But we have a “hope.”

Sing: Heaven came down and glory filled my soul,
When at the Cross the Saviour made me whole ...

Now I’ve a hope that  will surely endure
After the passing of time...

Therefore we must not sorrow like others —

eg) 1 Thess 4:13,14,18

Christ in flesh and blood is the greatest Example
in handling sorrow —

Heb 12:1-3 ... “for the joy that was set before Him”

Not only troubles in life, but also in ministry —

Paul a ministerial example —
Acts 20:22-24 ... chains ... tribulations ...

When we are consistently faithful in ministry,
we will finally “enter the JOY of the Lord!” (Mt 25:21,23)

The only instance in which Jesus has called us to
“LEAP FOR JOY” is when we are troubled by people —

Lk 6:22,23 ... hate ... revile ...

Days are coming when our possessions may be snatched
away from us — illegally — because of our faith —

Heb 10:34

This has happened in many countries
where anti-Christian forces are in power.

Jesus calls this as “the beginning of sorrows” —
Mt 24:8
which means, the worst is yet to be!

He spoke of this in the Sermon on the Mount itself —

— Of the 8 Beatitudes, several belong to the life
in Heaven— (Mt 5:3-10)

 Poor in spirit ... Kingdom of Heaven
 Pure in heart ... See God
 Persecuted for Righteousness ... Kingdom of Heaven

Mourn ... Comforted (v4)
“He will wipe away EVERY tear” (Rev 21:4)

No more tears of repentance from sin
No more tears of pain from sickness
No more tears of sorrow

This heavenly bliss begins with Millennium — Isa 35:1-10
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The Marriage of the Lamb of God
Introduction

 The Bible is a Book of marriages!
OT: Begins with a marriage ... Gen 2:22

Ends with a marriage ... Mal 2:15-16

NT: Begins with a marriage ... Mt 1:18
First miracle in a marriage ... Jn 2:1
Ends with a marriage ... Rev 21:2

 The passages concerning the Marriage of the
Lamb of God —

Rev 19:6-9
  21:1-27
  22:1-5,7

Features of this Marriage —
1. The Bridegroom is called “the LAMB.”

“Lamb” prominent all thro’ Revelation:

Rev 5 :8 17 :14
  6 :1 19 :7

:16 21:9
  7 :14 :14

:17 :22,23
13 :8 :27
14 :4 22:1
15 :3

i.e. “Calvary” is the basis for God’s union with Man.
The Bride was purchased by the
Bridegroom’s blood (Acts 20:28)

Those who rejected this Blood, and shed the blood
of the saints constitute “the harlot” (Rev 19:2) —

a) The unbelieving world (Jn 15:18,19)
“The world will hate you”

b) The nominal Church (Jn 16:2,3)
“The synagogues will throw you out!”

2. The Bride’s attire
Rev 19:8 ... fine, clean, bright linen

 3 Kinds of “linen” in the Bible —
a) Ordinary material

Lev 6:10,11 Sorrow, Sin, Judgment
16:4

b) Fine linen or fine twisted linen
Ex 26:1 God’s gracious acceptance

 39:27-29

c) Costliest fabric, bright and dazzling white
(Used only by Monarchs on great occasions)

1 Chr 15:27 — David/ark Joy of
2 Chr 5:12 — Priests/Temple triumph
Esth 8:15 — Mordecai and
Mk 9:3 — Christ/Transfiguration glory!

(Though our English versions of the Bible
do not differentiate between these three
very much, the differentiation is clear
in Hebrew & Greek.)

Three kinds of linen mean —
a) Condemnation of sin — Past
b) Consciousness of Christ — Present
c) Crowning with glory — Future
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 The Bride will be given the same attire as that was
the Lord’s at Transfiguration (Mk 9:3) —

Eph 5:25-27 — Christ loved, washed,
presents faultless

Phil 3:21 — Transformation like His glorious Body

Our cooperation today —
Rev 19:7 — She made “herself” ready.

 :8 — It was “granted”

1 Jn  3:2 — We shall be like Him.
 :3 — “purifies himself”

3. The Marriage Supper
Rev 19:9

 The Supper means a great celebration with festive joy!
Prov 15:15b — Merry heart, continual feast ...
Eccl 10:19a — Feast is for laughter!
Isa 25:6-9 — A feast on the Mountain

the Church has been waiting for!
 The Bridegroom is greatly excited over the Bride!

SS 2:4,8 — Banqueting Hall
Jude 24 — Exceeding great joy
Mt 9:14,15 — Christ enjoyed the foretaste of

“Marriage Supper” while feasting
with His disciples!

Mt 26:29 — Christ’s anticipation for this Supper.
Now every time we partake of the Lord’s
Supper, we anticipate the Marriage Supper.
He is still not drinking it (Lk 22:17,18)

 The controversy in Christendom —
Bride  vs. Guests ... Rev 19:9

ALL the faithful children of God make the Bride.

1 Cor12:27/Eph 5:30,32 ... Compare Acts 2:47
— Members of His Body

 15:51 — All will be changed.
Gal 3:26-28 — All are one in Christ.

Guests are not just friends, they are the very Bride!
eg) Disciples were called “friends!” (Mt 9:14,15)

4. The Procession
Rev 19:11-16

 Contrasting with the procession to Jerusalem
Donkey/Horse
Lowly King/Fiery eyes and many crowns
People walking afoot/Armies riding on horses
Prophet from Nazareth and King of Jews

(Son of David)/King of Kings
Coming in the Name of the Lord/Lord of Lords
Hosanna (Prayer) / Alleluia (Praise)

 “His robe dipped in blood ... treading the winepress
of the wrath of God” (Rev 19:13a,15b)

This refers to the sufferings of Christ —
(Isa 63:2-5)

And the sufferings of God’s people —
(Rev 7:9,13,14)

If we follow Him today taking up the CROSS,
we can follow Him one day on the HORSES!

5. The Rival Executed
Rev 19:17-21 ...

  20:1,2,10,14
In any love story there will be a rival (villain)!
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 This is the “Supper of the great God” (v17)
 (Not the Supper of the Lamb!)

Similar to the story in the Book of Esther.
In the 8th Chap, Mordecai was honoured & Jews rejoiced.
In the 9th Chap, all the enemies of Jews were killed.

 Devil’s attempt to thwart God’s plan from the beginning.
Eden—Deception— “You shall be like gods” (Gen 3:5)
Wilderness — Devil to Jesus: “Worship me” (Lk 4:6,7)
Peter to Jesus — “No Cross” (Mk 8:31-33)
Church — Threatening ... or ... Compromise

eg)Smyrna (Rev 2:10) Pergamos (2:13)
— World against — World inside

the Church     the Church

But the Holy Spirit kept on speaking to the Churches
and kept up the overcomers! (Rev 2:7,11,17, etc.)

 The last enemy is death!

1 Cor 15:26 — Last enemy
Heb 2:14,15 — Bride released from fear!
1 Cor 15:54,55 — Fulfilment of the great challenge

against death!

This faith enables us to live as “more than conquerors”
today amidst all troubles ...

because of the One “who LOVED us” (Rom 8:35-39)
Bride/Bridegroom

6. The Bridal City
Rev 21:1-27

 The City is the Bride (21:2,9,10).
— All the OT & NT Saints

21:12 — 12 gates — 12 tribes — Salvation thro’ Jews.
 — 12 angels — Law given thro’ & protected by angels

Heb 11:10,16
:14 — 12 foundations — 12 apostles — Eph 2:19-22

 No more tears!
The Bride enters the eternal joy of the Bridegroom

21:4 ... (Isa 54:11,12; 61:10)
Rom 14:17 — Kingdom of God is JOY in the Holy Spirit

The preciousness of the City —
Riches of Christ unto the Church.
Rev 21:11,18-21 ... The maximum that human

 language can express!
Eph 1:3 — All spiritual blessings — NOW!
Phil 4:19 — All physical blessings — THEN!

 No attraction other than the Bridegroom!
21:22 — No temple priest to divert our attention!

(1 Cor 3:4,9,16,17)

The City is the Temple.
All citizens are Priests (Rev 1:6).

Let us remember, we have no permanent residence on earth.
Our Citizenship is in Heaven (Phil 3:20).

7. The Honeymoon & the Wedded life
Rev 22:1-5

 Pure River (v1)
Same as Ezek 47:1,9,12

 and Psa 46:4,5
This is the Holy Spirit (Jn 7:37-39)

The Bride refreshes herself
in the River of the Spirit and in the Garden! (v2)
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 The Bride will keep on looking at the face
of the Bridegroom (v4)

 The Church will be the Royal Bride of the
King of kings (v5b)

The Tragedy in the Garden of Genesis is swallowed up
by the Triumph of the City of Revelation!

 Conclusion
The Spirit and the Bride say, “Come!” — Corporate
Let him who hears say, “Come!” — Individual

He says, “Surely, I am coming quickly!”
“Amen, Even so, Come, Lord Jesus!” — Rev 22:17,20

May the Grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with us all
to prepare for this great event! Amen! (v21)

My Testimony as a Preacher
The Jehovah God has enabled me to preach hundreds of Sermons

over the years (1963-2016). Here’s my testimony relating to His
redemptive Names —

1. Jehovah-Raah (Psa 23)
He feeds me and anoints me
during the preparation of the Sermon.

2. Jehovah-Tsidkenu (Jer 23:5,6)
He cleanses me through His Word
so I can be a clean vessel for His use.

3. Jehovah-Shalom (Judg 6:23,24)
He gives me peace and restfulness
during the time of preparation
in spite of problems, tensions and anxieties.

4. Jehovah-Rapha (Ex 15:26)
He gives me physical strength to withstand
the strain of preaching. He sharpens my tongue
and gives me a bold voice.

5. Jehovah-Jireh (Gen 22:14)
He frees me from money-consciousness.
He provides for my needs.

6. Jehovah-Shammah (Ezek 48:10,35)
He stands with me while I preach, and works with me
confirming His Word with signs like the transformation
of the hearers.

7. Jehovah-Nissi (Ex 17:14-16)
The Sermon is over. Hallelujah!
Victory to the Lord! The Devil is defeated again!
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753,754,783,786,1061
20:36,37—346,658,1062
21:3—46,129,1006
21:6—693
21:11-15—479,806
21:19-21—1003,1068
21:27,28—842
23:1—763
23:6—129
23:7,8—123,138
23:10,14—693
23:11—398,515,620,1061
24:7—693
24:15—267,1078

24:16—191,244,543,763,
1034,1044,1059,1068,1078
24:17—910
24:25—267,543,623
26:4,5—129,1006
26:6-8—129,229,1084
26:16-19—103,601,623,
26:20—103,657 [804
26:27-29—49,623,1063
27:9-11,21,22—259,772
Ch. 28—543,618,696
27:7-9—661
27:29—693
28:31—835

Romans
1:1—1067
1:4-5—130
1:7—84,377
1:8—174,252
1:9-11—244,340,398,906,

907
1:14- 16—152,303,398 ,
516,522,641,749,952,1035
1:17—30,264,299
1:20-23—413,704
1:24-27—1040
2:4—576
2:10- 16—316,495,559 ,

621,750
2:17-24—706,737, 868
2:46,46—252
3:1,2—91,217
3:3-9—158,207,1070
3:13,14—248
3:23-27—133,207
3:29—520,629
4:3—68,795

4:7,8—444
4:10-12—512,566
4:17-25—129,512,896
5:5—731,794,1084
5:7,8—302,308
5:10—129
5:14,15—21
5:18—21
5:19—285,319
5:20,21—142,190
Ch. 6—116
6:1—190
6:2—142,1069
6:3-14—93,115, 121,122,
130,143,172,198,202,212,
245,419,443,1021,1036,

 1082,1090,1095
6:15—1069
6:17,18—163,167,748
6:19—212,245
6:22,23—84,122,444,498,
7:1-6—236,729,1095
7:13-25—92,93,203,329,

439,444,905,955,1036
7:25-8:2—329
Ch. 8—976
8:1—158,252,444,452
8:2,3—203,730
8:9,10—112,117,203,328,

1037
8:11—130,442,1037,1087
8:12-14—258,359,1037,

1040,1060
8:14-17—26,96,118,234,
246,251,263,354,395,730,

 732,820,1029,1033
8:18—104,734,1079
8:19—977

8:22-24—131,173,194,734
968,1079,1086,1090,1096
8:26-31—43,45,87,93,112,
117,157,208,247,261,374,
388,397,439,621,732,734,
938,952,961,1082,1083,

1084,1086
8:31-35—158,239,446,467
8:32—83,91,364,354,473,
8:33—301 [944
8:34—113,130,131,201,

301,324,952
8:35-39—43,112,131,200,
204,268,301,302,324,446,
467,952,986,1001,1002,

1082,1097,1103
9:1-3—244,290,353,385,
399,492,520,544,574,609,
651,663,816,906,920,952,
9:6-8—22,42,727 [1059
9:13-16—134,386,408,
 9:23,24—876 [766,1070
9:25,26—42
9:27,29—675
9:30-32—22,42
9:33—675
10:1-3—221,290,340,385,
399, 492,590,544,574,609,

651,663,906,920
10:3-6—22,124,136,831
10:6-8—57,173,265,300
10:9,10—129,133
10:12-15—524,580,593,

608,646,706,816,922
10:15,16—514,516,561,

675
10:16,17—50,281,300
10:20,21—258,524,675
11:2—795

11:3-5—334
11:8-10—479
11:16—39,323,1053
11:17-23—167,237,252,

 468,470,479
11:33-36—113,145
12:1,2—34,122,146,212,
244,245,258,284,352,419,

826,956,1035
12:3-8—126,143,802,808
12:9—908 [814,837,1082
12:10—878
12:11,12—237,388,468,

499,1031
12:14,15—103,909,992
12:16-21—217,275,294,
3 47 ,7 86 , 85 0, 8 77 ,9 77 ,

1034,1075
13:7—140,309
13:1,2—848,857
13:4,-8—848,857,911
13:11—1033,1079,1086
13:14—894
14: 1 - 10—118,124 ,125 ,
131,158,168,190,850,1064
14:13—850
14:14,15—753
14:17—168,440,676,677,

678,1104
14:19,21,22—295
15:1-4—163,294,452,495,
15:5,6—53  [883
15:7—909
15:8-12—53,447,497,564,

684,749,780,788
15:13—86
15:14—879,909
15:32—114
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1 5 : 1 5 - 2 0 — 1 4 3 , 2 8 9 ,
566,617,726,753,754,778,

 783,796,913,920,1035
15:20-22—566,581,626,

816
15:23,24-29,30-32—598,
454,714,784,789,907,910
Ch. 16—909
16:3-16—583,881,920,952
16:17-20—161,172,242,

748
1 Corinthians
Ch. 1—35
1:1-13—84,127,158,162,
174,377,504,724,727,765,

788,800,811
1:18-31—24,32-35,37152,
172,184,222,236,343,344,
413,416,551,584,671,704,
766,869,906,919,943,1036
2:2-4—24,61,171,491,494,
2:3,4—739 [790,905
2:4,5—819
2:7-10—744,1088
2 : 9 - 1 5 — 3 3 , 2 4 4 , 3 3 0 ,
439,480,494,731,744,763,

778,790,819,885
2:16—330
3:1-3—293,298
3:3-9—47,234,386,581,
609,643,800,807,842,884,

 888,1104
3:9—94,525,919
3:9-15—52,63,169,547,

 581,736,795,920
3:10-17—804,842,887,889
3: 16,17—203,710,718,

1104

3:21-23—158,704,765,901
4:1,2,5—80,753
4:5—1078
4:6—63,68,790,795,913
4:7—36,296,979,1026
4:8-21—921
4:9-13—80,172,290,582,
4:12—778 [616
4:16—230,922
4:17-19—612
5:1-5—507,921
5:6-8—137,458,507,702
5:9-13—318,856,851
6:3—290
6:14—152
6:15-20—83,146,516,792,

793,848,1039,1040,1069
6:18-20—112,203,212,228,

377,382,442,507,718
7:14—331
7: 20-24—173,798,808,

846,919,951,1033
7:25—904
7:29-31—957,977,1038
7:40—918
8:1—242
8:2—839,883
8:7-13—242
8:13—753
9:1-15—288,292,791,910,

 1010
9:16,17—581,635,749
9:1-23—303
9: 19-23—173,663,909,

921,1059
9:22-24—662,1033
9: 24-27—245,737,749,

753,842
10:1-4—32,229,565,758

10:5,6—229
10:6,8,10—330
10:11-13—190,229,254,

330,406,758,966,1044
10:14—848
10:16,17—198
10:21,22—723
10:23,24—173
10:29—763
10:31—52,150,433,846,

855,861,927,978,1011
10:32,33—663,789,883
11:1—230,249,753
11:1,2—922,1058
11:3—795
11:5-10—41
11:16—804
11:17-23—722
11:20-34—124,158,197,
198,214,363,418,722,723,

743,961
Ch. 12—102,800
12:2,3—414,415,423,731
12:4-6—105,117,726
12:8—66,382,1052
12:7-11—105,117,441,442,

734,744,885,903,1082
12:12-27—434,438,459,
12:15—117 [851
12:20,21—722
12:22-24,26,27,30,39—

103,1102
12:28—581,644,920
12:20-25—814,861
12:38—172
Ch. 13—800
1 3: 1 - 3 — 50 8 , 65 1 , 66 4 ,
13:3—243 [805,869,929
13:8—500

13:0—913
13:11—294,298
Ch. 14—800
14:1—167,683,885
14:2—732
14:3—66,819
14:8—542
14:12,13—469,789
14:14—732
14:15-17—434
14:17,18—340
14:18-20—49,294,295,298
14:24,25—818
14:29,30—815,820
14:31,32—814,820
14: 36-38—66,153,167,
14:40—52 [820,918
Ch. 15—1081,1082,1083
15 : 1 - 5—1 22 ,26 6 , 26 7 ,
542,545,549,641,665,743,

920
15:7-10—49,143,172,299,
641,742,790,908,914,920
15:14-20—122,130,202,
15:19,20—123 [264,690
15:19 ,28,32—138,216 ,
229, 232,309,403, 805,123
15:21,22—172
15:23-28—205,390,325,

421,832,836,1103
15: 30-38—33,209,232,
292,952,955,1037,1041,

1043
15:42-50,53-55 —

131,444, 1086
15:33-58—123,158,200,

665, 1102,1103
16:1,2—585

16:8—459
16:9—335,744
16:17,18—611
16:22—104,711,1084
16:23—377

2 Corinthians
1:3-7—174,305,407,960,

878
1:8-10—131,905,1049
1:12—142,762
1:21,22—703
1:23—907
1:24—753,765
2:4—490,1059
2:7-11—324
2: 12-17—135,200,262,
277,448, 460,641,741-747,

753,763,778,782,911
3:2-5—153,225,729,872,

885
3:5-8—159,737,742,885
3:14-18—111,159,306,729,

734,885,1083
Ch. 4—761,766
4:1-4—568,573,608,641,
734,744,745,762,763,766

4:4-7—131,154,521,568,
641,742,744,748,749,764,

765,766
4:7-13—265,290,304,745,

746,766,986
4: 16-18—104,380,403,

406,766,727,1079,1094
4:17-5:1—1002
5:1-7—380,731,766,1086
5:5-8—83,245,259,265,
406,730,973,1026,1033,
5:9—245,259 [1086

5:10-12—89,807
5:14,15—353
5:15-17—443,830,1029
5:18-6:2—560
5:18-23—56,206,765,828,

861,910,973
6:1 ,2—79,142,622,765,

972
6:3- 11—47,57,153,154,
170,171,791,908,915,942,
6:7—57 [977,1036, 1094
6:14- 18—106,112 ,209 ,

311,337,955,1010,1043
7:1—210
7:2,3—903
7:4,5—237,494,745,839
7:8-11—43,210,341,470,

488,703
7:12,15,16—304
8:1-7—143,171,228,330,
311,355,417,501,610,791
8:8,9—501,585,1061
8:10,11—500
8:14,15—194,383
8:18-23—910
8:20,21—139
9:6-10—39,195,235,311,
358,548,642,665,670,708,

1059
9:11- 15—417,669 ,670 ,

1059
9:13-15—83,228,355
10:4-7—41,153,203,626
10:8—789
10:9-11—907
10:12-18—626,753,754,
781,788,802,807,808,837,

920
11:2-4—62,159,236,730
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11:12—777
11: 13-16—62,131,159,

201,323,614,730
11:22-33—129,907
11:23- 28,31—379,778,

789,796,816
11:28,29—290
12:1-4—913
12:6,7—36
12:7 -10—130,143,155,
171,252,377,407,745,778,

905,911,949,980,987
12:11-13—289,305,921
12:13—754
12:14,15—295,303,304,
358,553,663,778,781,789,
791,805,828,869,893,910,
12:17-19—789 [952
13:1—246
13:4—131,171
13:8—790
13:10—907
13:11—178,724
13:12—881
13:14—155,619,959,1029

Galatians
1:3—84,377
1:4—114,444
1:6-10—53,154,174,146,

641,753,788
1:9-11—763
1:15-18—259,336,635
1:18,19—920
1:23,24—788
2:1,2—245
2:4-6—115,125,754
2:8—726
2:9,10—181,185,194,273,

378,671,801

2:11,12,14—648,763
2:17—1069
2:18—142
2: 20,21—115,142 ,172 ,

288,374,445,894,1021
3:2,3,4—117,159,730,795,
3:8—566,646 [799
3:11—30,264
3:13—32,117,125
3:14,16,22—117
3:24,25—536
3:26-28—1010,1102
Ch. 4 —118
4:3-5,7—118,298,831
4:9-11—816
4:16—164
4:19—30,816
4:28-30—68,727,795,988
5:1—119,120,246,730
5:4—30,142,159
5:9—137
5:13-18,22-25— 88,119,
120,246,272,275,304,434,
438,439,441,452,559,709,
711,903,909 ,955,1040,
5:15—88 [1082
5:19-23—21,37,38,203
5:24—199
6:1-5—120,271,274,878,
6:10—1007 [885,909
6:14-16—122,197,199,

349, 553,881,954,1070
6:17—433
6:18—377
Ephesians
Ch 1-6—675
1:1—903
1:2—677

1:3-6—45,83,121,168,174,
508,678,680,1081,1104

1:5,9—114
1:7—179
1:15- 23—101,130,157 ,
202,301,340,374,494,549,

 678,680,730,781, 890
2:1-3—101,130,198,280,

 319,322,956
2:4-6—101,121,130,377,

832,1081
2:7-10—22,30,31,33,45,
84,99,102,133,144,160,265,

308,377,974,1033
2:11-16—28,33,126,198,

360,418
2:14- 17—390,513,677 ,

706,727,679
2:19-22—28,288,463,566,

675,720,1007,1104
3:5-7—155,566,815,820
3:7,8—49,679,680,761
3:10—743
3:14-21—340,374,473,731
3: 17- 19 ,20—25,4 5 ,87 ,
88,202,205,296,301,444,
3:20,21—406,1089 [680
4:1-6—294,310,541,677,

724,727, 909
4:7,8—91,121,380,678,

680,1082
4:7-13—78,126,130,164,
380, 581,677,726,917,920,

921,1082,1084
4:11-16—47,117,159,164,
168,195,292,294,295,298,
299,301,302,304,306,359,

656,664,677,727,734,755,
840, 891,1082

4: 17-24—675,676,790,
804,1035

4:24-27—211,213,317,443
4:25—38
4:25-32—96,157,213,676,
712 ,730,851,876,1034,

1041,1078
4:31-5:2—147
5:1,2—303,419,352,469,

822
5: 3,4—37,38 ,213 ,318 ,
5:5—223,276 [676,1085
5:6—446
5:7,8—1030
5:8-13—21,37,142,734,

804
5: 11 ,14—333,381 ,625 ,

680,1030
5: 16-19—247,260,862,

1031,1072
5:18-21—97,342,428,434,
436,439,445,452,453,676,
711,719,732,878,909,1011
5:21-23—48,97,109,195,

 382,677
5:21-6:9—327,795,806
5:25- 29—48,59,67 ,88 ,
192,236,297,333,469, 674,
 675,784,1077,1086,1101

5:30,32—1102
Ch. 6—603
6:1-4—109,218,677,973,

1016,1017
6:5-9—53,677,806,850,

857,862,978

6:10-20—163,166,177197,
200,203,266,322,327,328,335,
391,440,451,514,524,576,
608,618,641,677,678,695,732,
744,829,991,1036,1042,1072
6: 18-24—103,289,327,
399,494,521,608,646,677,
679,745,784,819,904,929

Philippians
1:1—226,1067
1:3,4—340,906
1:5—223,225,554
1: 6—174,228,230,557,

843,966,1022,1085
1:7—220,225,232,554,999
1:8—906
1:9—302
1:10,11—228,229,557
1: 12-18—222,225,232,
554,555-557,606,661,779,

930,990,999
1: 20-26—227,228,999,

 1090
1:27—224,225,289,554
1: 28-30—227,557,898,

993,1025
2:1-4— 117,222,229,271,
273,554,712,776,878,880
2:5-11—35,53,171,226,
275,285,291,347,359,398,
448,497,554,557,664,750,
780,800,866,888,916,927,

943,1059,1088
2:12-16—554
2: 12,13—225,230 ,244 ,
285 ,494 , 498 , 604 ,6 39 ,

748,1033,1059

2:14—222,847
2 : 1 5 - 17 — 5 7, 2 2 5 , 22 8 ,
555,663,779,847,849,893
2:17-19—226,303,353,455
2:17- 21—230,789 ,828 ,

839,873
2:19- 30—220,223 ,225 ,
226,248,304,305,555,612,

779,904,905,918,1086
Ch. 3—231,232
3:1-7—304,450,555
3:3-9—22,33,36,46,49,91,
96,101,125,129,136,157,117,
221,229,300,301,438,445
3:10-11—229,301,997
3:12-16—82,90,178,220,
221,224,227,229,754,839
3:15,17—230
3:17-21—24,104,123,223,
228,229,277,334,490,506,
740,775,779,804,816,873,

922,930,1101,1104
4:2-5—222,223,225,555,

880,910
4:4-9—59,84,86,98,172,
1 76 ,1 77 , 22 5, 2 28 ,2 29 ,
232,237,248,249,264,293,
375,385,449,450,454,456,
554,555,750,852,892,922,
979,1031,1040,1078,1094
4:10—556
4:11- 20—193,223 ,225 ,
2 28 ,2 78 , 35 7, 5 17 ,5 56 ,
587,610,616, 708,779,783,

 828,910,1021,1104
Colossians
1:2—903
1:4—174
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1:9-12—114,162,249,261,
305,374,743,890,904

1:13,14—197
1:24,25—898,986,997
1:26-29—82,101,102,112,
2:8—159 [351,561
2:9,10—102,615
2:11,12—152
2:12,13—130
2:14,15—125,390
2:16-23—159,168,302,730
3:1-4—123,126,216,228,

 276,955
3:5-8—22,223,276,286,

318,446,470
3:7-15—126,221,223,293,

443,877,884
3:16- 24—52,53 ,56 ,65 ,
80 ,81,97 ,150 ,189 ,213 ,
342,436,447,453,496,879,

767,846, 858,868
4:2-4—499,521
4:5,6—853,860
4:7-17—351,714,837,904,

921
1 Thessalonians
1:2-4—174,290
1:5—778
1:6-8—80,496,551,656
1:10—113
2:5—780
2:9—778
2:19,20—290,563,676
3:3-5—85,159
4:1-8—247,320,710
4:10-12—860
4:13-18—456,879,1079,

1084,1090,1091,1097

2:9—1079
5:11,14—878
5:16-24—289,452,468,
638,712,713,843,872,909,

1022,1078,1085,1094
2 Thessalonians
1:3-6—174,836
1:7-9—601,1088
2:1-3—159
2:7—253
2:8—1088
2:9-13—117,159,473
2:15—288
2:16,17—144
3:1-4—127,494,528,573,
3:6—288
[649,784,1003
3:6-12—778,849,855,860,
3:14,15—880 [928

1 Timothy
1:1—901
1:3-5—158,164,167,175,

902
1:5-7—168,244,901,908
1:4,9—160
1:12- 16—48,49 ,93 ,96 ,
360,761,776,901,904,914,
1:19—1040 [1020
1:20—921
2:1 -7—28,98 ,311 ,396 ,
399,521,564,572,602,621,
649 ,6 54 ,686 ,687 ,714 ,

858,859,902,921
2:8—146,191,222,
2:9,10—349
3:1—97,901
3:3,8—140

3:2-5,7—48,97,192,218,
794,806,901,1068

3:11—212
3:13—774,1067
3:16—448
4:1-3—62,133,160,323,
4:4—922 [397,902
4:5—902
4:6—164
4:7-9—96,223,295,403,

800,902
4:12- 15—169,211 ,223 ,
295,759,760,791,801,820,

 838,902,1058
4:16—749,791,842,902
5:1-3—740,919
5:4—97
5:8—359
5:13—660
5:16—972
5:17 ,18—646,781 ,901 ,

902,917
5:21,22—649,885,902,919
5:23—325,646,918,928
5:25—902
6:1—97,857
6:2—857
6:3-5—160,163,324,780
6:6-11—29,39,140,216,
223,276,277,318,383,507,
585,670,791,793,840,848,
858,902,1043,1061,1092
6:12- 16—265,322,521 ,
537 ,5 60 ,901 ,995 ,1088
6:15—322,421
6:16—82,113,171
6:17-19—34,354,405,672
6:20,21—50,1026,1042

2 Timothy
1:1—901
1:3-8—46,155,165,175,
217,245,295,340,342,383,
394,442,490,515,549,603,
617,777,902,922,929,995,

999,1007,1045,1060
1:11—617,921
1:12—31,329,451,638,

970,1022,1042
1:15—999
1:16-18—611
2:1—200,299,691
2:2—78,169,778,902,912,

921
2:3-6—200,433,542,562,

 775,788,836,866,996
2:5—52,63,805
2:6—76,494,737,791,1051
2:7—820,843
2:8-13—98,132,165,268,
559,836,953,993,995,1079
2:15—78,902
2:16-18—160
2:19-22—163,167,204,
208,239,516,742,792,799,
848,902,962,1030,1034,

1038,1040
2:24-26—496,777,902
3:1-5—141,152,212,222,
331,356,469,485,850,884,
3:7—72 [972,1026
3:11-13—989
3:14-17—42,77,158,162,
166,190,217,266,296,301,
359,757,791,902,1007,1040
3:14-4:2—740

4:1-5—69,158,164,166,
324,397,539,560,567,621,
641,740,742,755,757,763,
781 ,801 , 835 , 837 ,9 01 ,

1079,1088
4:4-7—226,230,290,322,
436,567,662,775,767,820,

828,838,901,1061
4:8—502,901,1091
4:10—956,1043,1061
4:13—339,838
4: 16,17—173,516 ,739 ,

744,839,893,999
4:17,18—767,901

Ti tus
1:4,5—778
1:5,12—175,562,633,651,
1:7—140 [849
1:9—164
2:1—164,763
2:9,10—857
2: 11-13—72,142,1038,
2:14,15—390 [1078
2:8—99
3:9-11—160
3:14—99,237

Philemon
v7—175
v22—611

Hebrews
1:1-3—175,281,810,814
1:7—863
1:8,9—210,235,452,473,

810,829,831,1050,1088
1:13,14—41,338,836,943
2:1—281

2:2,3—89,282,451
2:4—264,451
2:6—378
2:8—173
2:10—43,117,121,961
2:11- 13—234,263 ,303 ,

961,1029
2:14 ,15—197,390 ,444 ,

966,1103
2:17,18—291,823,877,973
2:18—253
3:1,2—274,285,288,291,

823,1049
3:5-7—283,1049
3:7,8—713
3:12-15—50,204,281,284,

304,379,1042,1045
3:14-19—281,498
4:2—76,281
4:7-11—201,287
4:11-13—60,67,72,78,215,
216,282,284,315,495,950
4:14- 16—130,143 ,173 ,
181,200,202,239,253,372,
395,402,823,877,965,973,
5:1,2—777 [1034
5:4,5,9—823
5:7-9—218,291,394,406,

948,949
5:8,9—117,286,777
5:11-14—57,161,295,298,
6:1,2—295,822 [839,891
6:5—57
6:7,8—496
6:10-12—501,564,870
6:12,14—823
6:19,20—395,823
7:2,15-17—264
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7:9,10—311,821
7:11-17—821
7:24-27—87,106,127,130,
186,209, 218,291,379,572,
699,821,824,890,938,955
8:1,2—160,190,821,824
8:6,7—28,824
8:8-13—43,142,190,418,
9:7—961 [891
9:12—199
9:14—41,124,133 ,199,

 201,308,822
9:11-15—43,461,824
9:22—133
9:26-28—122,444,1079,

1085
10:5-7—51,75,122,201,

291,419,826,936,949
10:7-9—258,1037
10:10—291,826
10:15-18—83
10:19-22—28,84,198,418,

 443,720,825
10:23—42,472,825
10:24,25—42,51,720,

1007,1045,1078
10:26-31—42,470,713,

1075
10:32-35—356,362,517,

566,577,633,713,1098
10:35-39—30,42,242,260,

264,472,825,1044
Ch. 11-12:1—356,362,758
13:1—959
11:3—67
11:4—133,818,1091
11:5—171
11:6—374

11:7,8—281,282,285,
1027,1048,1060

11:8-11—259,284,805,
1104

11:13-16—42,998,1050,
1104

11:17-19—827,1049
11:22-27—104,285,594,

603,605,767,838
11:28,31—197
11:33,36-38—285
11:34—171,905
11:35-38—132,260,616,

993,1002
11:39—1050
Ch. 12—959
12: 1—285,102 7,1045,
12:1-3—569,1097 [1091
12:2—45,237,265,451,825,
836,963,1021,1027,1045
12:3—324
12:4—1034
12:5—362
12:5-10—43,119,286,362,

446,961,960
1 2 : 1 1 - 1 3 — 9 8 , 2 3 8 ,

804,962,963,998,1016
12: 12-15—38,143,876,

961,1078
12:16,17—42,134
12:22-25—40,44,87,198,

751,822,1091
12:22,27—204
12:26-28—767
12:28,29—143,468,691,
13:1—500 [795,1079
13:3—992
13:4-6—318,319,357,973,

1037

13:8,9—142,163,362,831,
13:11-14—825,952 [938
13:12-16—38,43,139,149,
213,404,532,602,600,603,

619,669,826,828
13:20,21—199,822

James
1:1—1180
1:2—175,181
1:4—305,1050
1:5-8—186,301,372,852,
1:9-11—171,186  [1052
1:12-16—182,252
1:16,17,19—181,751
1:19- 21—183,209,345 ,

882,886
1:21-25—60,67,76,78,180,

368,370,495
1:26—37,182,208,211
1:27—106,108,180,181,

182,668,954
2:1-4—181,471
2:1-13—184
2:5—181,671,834,193,255
2:10-13—877,1074
2:14-17—99,139,160,181,

185,194
2:17-20—180,181,242
2:21-26—241
2:23—238,337,421
3:1 ,2—37,208,211,746,

847,867,1041,1050
3:1-12—181,182,183,211,

213,882
3:8-13—38,148,850
3:13- 18—183,209,222 ,
237,317,382,472,762, 877,

878,881,908
4:1-3—183,586,690

4:3,4—387,393
4 : 4 - 6 — 1 0 6 , 11 5 , 1 4 3 ,
181,182,203,221,238,253,
481,690,691,711,764,771,

795,865,908,957,1063
4:7-10—182,201,488
4:11,12—181,183
4: 13-17—115,187 ,249 ,

250,258,488
4:17—186,250
5:1-9—488,672
5:7-10—180,181,183,644,

817,1000
5:11—1050
5:12,19—181,183,208,470
5: 13-18—187,392,427,
444,705,720,816,824,882,

961,1067
5:16,19,20—184,455

1 Peter
1:2—198,440,473,710
1:3-5—157,175,1044,1079
1:5-9—1094
1:6-9—86,172,237,264,
1033,1042,265,528,749,

774,898,976,
1:10-12—84,111,819,1001
1:10-19—894,895,900
1:13-17—22,117,310,311,

473
1:17-19—35,110,197
1:20-22—110
1:23-25—69,79,110,234,

 447,769
2:1-3—47,60,79,80,96,
110,167,211,345,367,769,

 895,900,1031

2:3-5—463,675,718,784,
900,1048

2:5,9—47,110,124,447,
527,567,600,619,655,714,

826,896,900,1048
2:7-10—513,541,560,567,
624,726,828,832,861,863,

 895,900
2:11-20—110,114,332,860,
2:13-23—951 [ 896,978
2:15,16—114,608,899
2:18-22—378,774,850,858
2: 20-24—211,242 ,378 ,
418,599,858,896,981,1011,

1025,1086
3:1-7—48,896
3:3,4—173,349
3:6—1012
3:7—48,900
3:8-18—176,881,897,1041
3:10-12—177,208,211,882
3:14—529
3:15—527,860
3:16-18—774,1001
3:20-22—110,122,130,897
4:1-4—114,122,1001
4:4-9—387,898
4:10,11—66,110,527,769,

900
4:12-14—111,529,734,749,

775,898,993,1001
4: 14-16—150,170,290,

 928,1025
4:14-19—89,110,280,719
5:1-3—736,755,899
5:4,6—110,171,894
5:3-5—143,900,917,919
5:5-7—898,1026
5:7-9—85,324,375,387,899

5:8-10—529,993,1011
5:10,12—900

2 Peter
1:3,4—87,93,175,241,323,

930,955
1:5-9—38,50,237,241,304,

360,478,1033
1:8-15—564
1:10,11—798,837
1:16-21—56,68167,217,
3 04 ,3 87 , 43 5, 4 39 ,5 28 ,
559,736,755,769,814, 815,

912,1077
2:1-3—160,528,816
2:5-9—377,1037
2:14-16—135,556
3:1-4—160,528,815
3:7—471
3:9—502,569,622,769
3:10-12—88,387,1077,
3:12-14—387,502  [1089
3:13—89,104,378 ,471 ,

1025
3:15 ,16—160,296 ,528 ,

726,736,914
3:18—296,301
3:13—89,104,378 ,471 ,

1025
1 John
1:1—175,388
1:3—559
1:4-9—107,452,461
1:7—197,198,201 ,232 ,

 770,895
1:7-10—21,43,107,372,

822,831,1020,1084
2:1—25,43,113,117,239,

252,330,566,895
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2:2—520,530,566,580,629
2:5—388
2:9—703
2:11—478
2:12-14—297,388,740,

 759,839,891
2:14-17—60,107,115,204,
216,245,251,258,311,930,
955,1038,767,771,833,1006
2:22—811
2:26,27—169,733
2:29—750
3:1,2—93,231,234,914,
987,1029,1077,1086,1101
3:3—228,1077,1101
3:7—206,300,236,750
3:8,9—22
3:8-13—1024
3:9-11—237,310,317
3:12,13—133,153,317,988
3:14—23,26,310
3:15—706,317
3:19-21—321
3:22—388
3:23—237
4:1-3—160,323
4:4—157,202,322,751,

 857, 1021,1037
4:6—326
4:12—302
4:16-19—236,267,302,

523,529,812
4: 20,21—139,148,191,
237,242,272,302,703,794,

1075
5:1-3—22,23,51,91,267,
280 ,3 10 ,319 ,388 ,771 ,
5:3-5—1021 [811,1061
5:4,5—265,857
5:7—26

5:8-11—198
5:10-13—26
5:14-17—91,250,388,393
5:18—1034,1036,1039,
5:19—1088 [1044
5:20,21—91

2 John
vv1-4—175,388
v9—133
vv10,11—242,388,507

3 John
v2—175,223,616,806
v4—388
vv5-8—584,611,616

Ju de
vv3,4—143,160,175,869,
vv8,12—39 [988
v11—135,556,764
v14—819
v20—732,963,1045
vv24,25—681,970,1022,

1045, 1095,1101

Revelation
1:5,6—197,810,825,832,
1:6—1104 [856,995
1:8—831,1021
1:9—273,836
1:11—1021
1:17-19—127,262,1021
1:20—249
Ch. 2—75,102,297,614,

681,683
2:1-5—315,508,684,771
2:4—51,498,711,979
2:6—140,141
2: 7—234,322,432,711,

 713,739,1096,1103

2:8-11—132,133,315,713,
739

2:10—499,599,993,994,
1002,1003,1087,1103

2:11—75,322,432,1103
2:12,13—61,315,994,1003,
2:14,15—140,161 [1103
2:17,29—75,432,713,739,
2:19—315 [1103
2:20—161
2:21,22—320,711
2:23—315
2:26,27—234
Ch. 3—75,102,297,614,

681,683
3:1-4—315,485,543
3:2—141,599
3:6—75,713,739
3:7-9—251,681
3:8—315,599,1037
3:10-12—961,1087
3:12—234
3:13—75,713,739
3:15- 20—141,315,332 ,
480,485,680,681,691,958

3:20-22—75,205,234,262,
 290,709,713,832,939

4:6—863
4:8-11—412,420,705
5:5—1055
5:6—316
5:8-13—199,443,446,448,
705,825,827,832,947,1099
6:1—1099
6:9-11—43,1044
6:16—947,1099
7:9-15—87,88,151,197,

397,415,846,1099,1102
7:17—943,1099

8:3,4—705,713
10:7—835
11:8—199
11:15—835
12:10—25,201,212,297,

833,1033
12:11—199,201,324,833,
12:12—200,1087 [1001
13:8—32,45,947,1099
13:10—306
14:1,4—42,1099
14:3—443
14:12—306
14:13—1090,1091
15:3—947,1099
16:13—65
17:14—903,915,1003,1099
18:1-5—889
18:2—853,1089
18:4,5—853
18:20,24—993
19:1—412

19:2—993,1100
19:6-9—1089,1093,1099,

1101
19 : 7 ,8 —3 33 ,6 81 ,9 47 ,

1078,1096,1100
19:9—418,947
19:10—327,404,504,620,

819
19:11-21—205,903,1102,
19:13—65 [1103
19:16—291
20:1-3—1089,1102
20:10—1089,1095,1102
20:12,13—1081
20:14—23,1102
21:1-4—968,1090,
21:1-27—1099,1103
21:2—889
21:4,5—456,1086,1096,
21:8—23,470 [1098,1104
21:9—947
21:11—1085,1104

21:12—1104
21:14—42,947,1104
21:18-21—508,1104
21:22,23—947,1104
21:27—205,444,1020,1095
22:1-5—947,1096,1099,
22:6—815 [1104,1105
22:2—169,461
22:3—846
22:7—113,1099
22:8,9—327,404,504, 820
22:11—169,300,509,1038,

1078
22:12—113,219,535,1038,
22:15—1020 [1078
22:16—475,1055
22: 17—29,89 ,240 ,475 ,
486,494,546,566,974,1105
22:19—42
22: 20 ,21—94,113,144 ,
178,377,456,502,862,1084

1089,1105
(An observation: Maximum reference: Acts 1:8)
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Abide/Abiding:
233-240,408,496

Abundance: 332,405,865
Abuse/Abusive: 280,919
Acceptance: 847,984,

1100
Accomplishment : 432,

 788,847
Accountability : 802,820
Accusat ion/Accusing:

 297,982,983,1073
Achievement : 29,847
Adminstration: 756,787,
Adopter: 716,841 [825
Adultery: 21,181,280,284,
318 ,332 ,356 ,481- 483 ,

1074
Adulterating: 747,782
Adversity: 193,449,766
Advocacy: 113,239,396
Affluence: 285,785
Agoniser: 714,715
Agony: 416,937,993
Ambassadors: 560,765,

828
Analytical : 296,301
Angels : 41,290,294,301,
302,317,327,412,413,943,

944
Anger: 191,676,870,876,

877

Anointing: 480,780,812,
822,1106

Anxiety/Worry: 85,98,
143 ,2 29 ,248 ,264 ,356 ,
376,385,401,416,440,449,
454,548,572,745,746,852,
932,937,952,953,965-970,
 978,979,1012,1031,1106

Apostasy/Apostate:
397,528

Apostles: 33,159,288-
291,327,347,349,377,436,
507,541,566,567,581,583,
644,647,648,674,675,774,
776,779,801,805,920-922,
947,1002,1010, 1067,1104
Apostolic/Apostolship:
130,288-291,539-543,708,

849,855
Applause: 806,807
Application: 370,371,494
Appreciation: 296,297,

557,881,978,1016
Approval: 788-791,806,

807
Ascension: 121,459,477
Asking: 372,373,396
Assurance: 26,31,143,
198,246,251,448, 730,731,
881,926,969,971,1033,

 1084

Atonement : 460,461
Attitude: 296,312,346,
348,367,387,405, 560,736,
737,776,785, 883,868,870,

914,930,1053,1054
Attraction: 301,305,332,
558,559,794,838,896,897

Authoritative: 879,919
Authority: 56,201,239,
280,307,320,326,332,359,
412,421,532,539,540,567,
678,742,753,765,789,795,
823,825,835,850,857,858,

875,901,916-919,921
Avoid: 324,327,850
Babel: 350,785,887-889
Baby/Infancy: 292,298,

299,367
Backsliding: 42,312-314,
324,481-484,489,490,526,
655,759,816,818,996,1039,

1043-1046
Bad Company:

79,1041-1043,1082
Baptism: 540,565,644
Battle: 322,390,439
Beauty: 173,337,349,835,

896,897,1031,1032
Believe : 50,118,129,238,
241,248,281,290,324,329,
343,367,391,512,540,566,
638,678,742,791,856,968,979,

1010,1025,1026,1031,1032,
1036,1046,1049,1060,1086
Believers: 304,391,434,
435,496,499,541,543,567,580,
602,608,609,619,646,655,662,
682,687,761,765,781,798,812,
814,829,890,1026,1030,1038,

1058,1082,1084
Benediction: 691,787,1029
Bereavement : 1079
Bitterness: 32,183,325,

392,691,876,877,915
Blameless/Faultless:

 554, 650,779,853
Bless (Praise): 371,426,
468,470,512-518,550,776,
781,823,870,1001,1008,1073
Blessings: 106-109,117,
170,174,197-199,229,232,
251,255,257,294,301,305,
331,353,363,374,376, 378,
384,386,403,412,414,451,
460,464,467,468,472,482,
484,493,501,512,513,563,
616,680,767,784,786,789,
791,824,827,846,883,897,
925,933,941,947,950,987,
1014,1026,1081-1092,

 1104
Blind: 284,564,641,760
Blood of Jesus: 28,35,41,
43,67,124,197-199,201,
324,379,418,452,552,567,
629,770,775,822,833,895,
 965,1033,1099
Body/Bodies: 130,145,
146,159,175,228,245,283,
294,302,304,377,382,390,
419 ,442 , 516 , 862 ,9 68 ,

1039,1040,1086,1087,1091
Boldness: 302,394,402,
441,494,514,521,527,540,
544,555,632,739,742,745,
816,901,925,926,937,991,
997,1002,1003,1060,1076,

1106
Boundary: 795,802
Bribery: 471,848
Bride: 335,566,729-734,

1100-1104,1099
Bridegroom: 1099-1100,

1104
Brotherly Love: 176,234,

242,243,271,347, 500
Buildings: 349-351,534,

537,538
Burden: 280,290,299,385,
387,389,397,398,544,564,

738,781,816,873
Business: 333,772,780-

787,901
Call/Called: 220,227-230,
281,283,285,286,289,290,
292,318,327,352-358,364,
411,415,443,481,483,486-
492,512,596-607,634-636,
639,640,681,688,740,741,
755-760,762,798,802,804,
808,837,838,846,847,869,
870,903,936,994,996,1024,

1027,1033,1089
Carefulness: 300,357,

 474, 805,928
Casualness:  295,474,

478,868,869
Ceremonial: 190,438,

 469,486,703,830
Challenge: 612,766,882
Character: 805,815,817,

867,871,1056,1057

Characteristics of God:
110-113,315,371

Charity: 39,73,108,109,
139,147,185-187,194,273,
274,283,298,357,460,463,
501,668-672, 785,786,828,

852,862, 955,1075,1079
Chastisement: 47,238,
286,330,362,446,958-964,
Children: 21-23,136,198,
235,280,283,286,292-294,
297,307,309,311,331,337,
354,355,357,360,383,384,
394,415,488,489,531,769,
779,837,945,950,959,960,
967,972,973 ,997 ,1014-
1017,1029,1033,1042,1045,

1048
Choice: 404,562,605,
634,640,767,788,804-808,

808,946,1043,1097
Christian: 49,85,90,93,
15 0 ,1 80 - 19 6 ,2 15 - 22 0 ,
231,232,288-292,297,299,
300,349,350,352,430,437,
498,519,524,525,535,564,
568,570,589,623,630,636,
643,654,655,657,658,664,
668,724-728,741,780,788,
811-836,846,857,859,880,
887-889,914,954,981,988,
990,997,1023,1025,1026,
1033- 1035, 1048,1056,

1057,1079, 1084
Christianity: 264,334,538,
607,616,623,655,668-672,
780,847,852,910,911,954,

974,975,989,1001,1024
Christmas: 32,191,262,
410-414,580,654,940-946

While preparing the 200 Sermon Outlines of this Volume, numerous “subjects”
have been dealt with. 550 of them are listed here for ready reference. You will find
that this Index is by no means exhaustive. It is also necessary to state that
repetitions have been unavoidable.

Subject Index
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Church: 29,42,87, 88,102,
103,106,107,133,141,166,188,
195,196,204,236,249,262,
285,288,291,294,297-299,
302,315,327,328,332,333,
335,340,344,345,349,350,
351,359,367,398,418,426,
429,430,435,436,456,459,
463,469,475,477,479,480,
486,489-491,508,525,536,
539,543,556,567,568,577,
586 ,5 98 ,599 ,614 ,625 ,
627,630,631,654,655,657,
659, 660-662,664,666,667,
671,674-722,750,758,761,
779,784,789,794,800,806,
812 ,8 16 ,826 ,827 ,840 ,
841 ,8 51 ,897 ,920 ,958 ,
974 ,9 75 ,989 ,990 ,991 ,
996,1001,1007,1032,1038,
1045,1078,1082,1100,1102,

1103,1105
Church Buildings:

718-721,785
Clean/Cleansing: 460,
563,800,1033,1095,1100,

1106
Comfort/Comforting: 66,
174,285,305,429,452,456,
475,495,501,546,734,761,
775,819,825,870,878,941,

942,981
Command/Commanded:

 540,780,1014,1094
Commandment(s) : 50,
92 ,94,95 ,165 ,233 ,236 ,
237 ,272 ,280- 284 ,310 ,
354,367,388,450,487,634,

660 ,7 51 ,771 ,820 ,901 ,
932,973,1021,1027,1037,

1061
Co mmercia l/Commer-
cialisation: 333,507,534,

780,791
Commitment: 289,359,
451,461,498,524,540,557,
638,702,798,856,857,859,
872,898,912,915,936,941,
952,969,975,1021,1022,1042
Commission: 94,266,289,
515,518,539,560,567,634,
640,665,771,996,999,1088
Communication: 300,348,
366,444,732,921,1015,

1041,1078
Companionship: 112,284,

446,836,959,1025
Compar ison:  404,644,

807
Compassion: 270,305,
314,376,420,520,707,777,

880,897,929,1083
Competit ion/Competi-
tiveness: 302,771,779,

781,802,807,928
Complete:  1022,1056,

1085
Compromise: 141,182,
706,707,771,801,874,879,
956,1024,1041,1070,1103
Condemnation: 297,301,
324,329,333,352,571,600,

608,1082,1100
Confession: 41,44,107,
108,118,146,201,212,312,
314,318-320,323,347,379,

392,416,426,446,447,460,
472,474,484,490,770,882,

 905, 923,955,995,1053
Confidence/Confident:
171,187,230,245,300,329,
385,389,445,451,472,555,

938,966,1067
Conflicts: 172,439,494,
558,745,804,883,905,977,

997,1006
Congregation: 546,738,

779
Conscience: 41,244,461,
543,762,763,767,782,901,
911,1034,1059,1078,1094,

1106
Consecration: 109,212,

288,291,662,936
Co n s id er /Co n s id er a -
tion: 285,418,1056
Consistent/Consistency:
74,285,411,496,498,499,
554,557,904,938,979,1051,

1052,1058
Consult /Consultat ion:

 636,787,883,1007,1012
Contentment: 277,357,

383,848,858,938
Convenience: 319,488,
775,869,870,990,997,1028,

1035
Conversion:  33,350,542,

 658,693,703,1041,1043
Conviction: 488,495,761,
778,801,850,937,990,1035,

1041
Cooperation: 807,851
Coordinat ion:  302,851,

862

Correction: 296,333,404,
759,791,885,920,956,960,

961,976,986
C o r r u p t /C o rr u p t i o n :
282,307,310,323,332,335,
377,482,507,533,801,848,
853,863,933,1078,1082,1097
Counsel: 305,326,327,
381,470,636,757,772,775,802,

 820,828,878,1007,1027
Courage: 409,527-529,

929,937,948
Covenant: 301,385
Covetousness: 29,34,35,
42,79,122,128,139,168,
216,223,253,276-279,309,
318,332-334,355-358,405,
417,479,488,490,507,508,
548,555,556,571,604,627,
658,676,680,685,686,721,
764,767,784,791,793,799,
816,827,840,870,899,902,
955,956,974-976,1043,

 1061,1076,1082, 1106
Creation: 197,296,297,

312,411,954
Creator: 183,283,371,411
Crisis/Crises: 47,101,
331,367,406,555,769,864,

 918,932,1049,1067
Crookedness:  779,871,

872
Cross: 24,27,29,32,98,
122,123,125,126,148,152,
191,197,199,262-268,270,
290,305,343,349,392,394,
447,464,487,506,552,553,
569,614,706,727,774,775,
830,836,893,916,930,939,

940-957,965-975,1024,
1070,1084,1086,1095,

1102, 1103
Crown/Crowning:  290,
291,305,310,774,901,906,

946,953,994,1016,1100
Crucify/Crucified/
Crucifixion: 32,115,121,
122,131,202,207,316,411,
416,458,477,487,491,538,
542,556,633,727,830,947,

954-957,958,1050
Culture: 476,647,648,850
Cunningness/Craftiness:
40,41,159,188,211,296,317,
323,325,368,733,740,762,

763
Curse/Cursed/Cursing:
32,117,125,170,183,257,312,
471,520,526,535,743,925,
931,950,1017,1045,1046,

1055,1090
Daily: 376-380,770,947-

953
Dangers: 506,521,574,

609
Dark/Darkness: 197,260,
316,394,439,451,478,518,
552,639,915,963,968,973
Deacons: 541,830
Death: 26,172,197,226,
285,300,301,325,329,602,

994-1004,1090-1092
Deception/Deceit: 296,
323,324,760,797,1041,1103
Decisions: 367,472,753,
 754,856,1036,1039,1056

Declare/Declarat ion:
303,304,447,852,1037

Declaration: 447,448,
486,555,852,853

Dedicate/Dedication: 448,
462,463,687,781,1004

Defeat: 125-128,172,200,
318,363,464,550,555,1106
Defects/Defective:  641,

707,801,802,926-930
Defile/Defilement:  521,
574,609,710,711,853,874,

1039-1042
Delight: 309,444,453,869,

1038
Deliver/De liverance/
     Freedom: 197,383,
3 90 ,4 41 , 44 3, 4 44 ,4 63 ,
571,624,786,972,1002,1013,

1038,1080,1085
Demonstrate: 790,847-854
Deny/Denial: 292,293,
323,416,526,811,893,1038
Dep en d /De p en d en ce:
289,445,486,686,765,766,
790,795,796,865,888,923,

963,975,1036,1037
Depression: 323-325,375,
376,451,456,495,521,574,

609,864,978
Descent: 318,780,799
Desire: 564,782,800,801,

802,920
Despise: 297,308,309,

415,569,850,865,1073
Destruction/Destroying:
289,316,323-327,390,468
Deviation: 301,332,444,
445,505,506,771,787,798,

807,927,1045
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Devil: 21,107,136,280,
302,322-328,334,341,355,
390,470,487,745,746,751,
795,966,967,1001,1020-

1022,1106
Devotional/Devot ional

 Life: 559,858,870
Differences: 402-409,505,

800,839
Difficulty/Dif f iculties:
375,410,414,436,437,557,
562,563,839,840,864,889
Diligent/Diligence: 241,
478,564,849,951,1053,

1057,1079
Dilution: 506,507,801
Direction: 288,359,545,

787
Disadvantages: 286,942,

945
Disappointment(s): 331,
332,363,449,606,839,921,

978,1025,1084,1097
Discernment: 201,295,
296,315,485,494,753,815,

839,885
Disciple/Discipleship:
153,154,233,235,263,281,
283,290,294,330,338,345,
348,352,358,361,440,447,526-
529,584,606,648,666,674,
768 ,775 ,839 ,883 ,926-
930,996,1000,1008,1016,1102,
Discipline: 154,190,245,
260,336,339,399,403,446,
447,499,749,756,921,963,

968,973,976,1030,1075

Discouragement: 144,
200,329-335,349,431,449,

869,921,963
Discussion: 296,885,886
Disease: 521,574,609
Disobedience: 22,41,198,
280-282,286,310,318,319,
446,478,498,524,632,634,

636,638,678,703,833
Disunity: 644,880,881
Divisions: 126-128,188,
434,505,521,524,525,574,

609,800,801,888,927
Doctrine: 62,68,106,108,
133,140,142,158-161,162-
169,175,188,189,288,310,
324,357,367,447,476,504,
505,558,614-622,671,740,
771,775,801,842,868,902
Earth:  415,861-866,1010,

1025
Earthly: 793,805,811,821
Earthlymindedness: 223,

232,779,930
Edify/Edification: 66,167,
212,294,295,359,429,496,
544,664,734,757,763,781,
784,789,798,819,878,879,

902,1041
Effective/Effectiveness:

837,867
Efficiency: 441,837,857,
Elders: 830,1007 [867
Election: 332,837,838
Empower/Empowerment :

345,380,441,495, 544
Encouragement: 297,305,
307,334,440,526,548,612,
642,720,749,759,761,878,

879,881,883,902

Endurance: 98,99,131,
153,436,472,557,569,774,

775,996
Enemy/En emies:  123,
325,357,387,418,568,569,
724,744,775,833,834,987,

989,1055,1081,1082
Enlighten/Enlightment :

 439,494,495,748,781
E nt h use /E n th u siasm:
388,389,479,496,498-502,
533,748,784,805,866,870,

871
Envy/Jealousy: 183,316,

489,556,771,877,1089
Equip: 380,439,440
Eternal/Eternity: 64,144,
216,284,287,297,336,358,
403,461,500,520,601,621,
709,743,746,767,805,823,
824,841,843,917,947,1002,

1104
Eternal/Everlasting Life:

199,403,569
Evan gelism/E vang el i-
sation: 155,156,177,194,
218,219,298,333,334,345,
359,413,428,429,436,475-
477,509,519-525,530-538,
53 9- 54 6 ,5 61 ,56 6 , 57 1 ,
58 6 , 59 0- 5 94 ,60 3 , 61 2 ,
614,616,621,624,625,628,
63 9 , 65 0 ,6 53 - 66 7 , 68 7 ,
725,726,757,780,784,785,
798,820,842,892,974,996,

1003,1087,1088
Evangelist: 69,417,436,
629,630,653,654,808,838,

921

Evident / Evidence:
838,839

Evil/Evils: 282,390,702-
708,862,877,1013,1085,1088,

1089
Exalt/Exaltation: 372,
497,544,664,748-750,943,

 1051
Examine/Examination:

321,372,749,775
Example: 285,300,303,
367,529,624,791,860,899,
916,917,922,1000,1001,1058,

1097,1098
Excel: 207,748,749,849,

857,951
Excite/Excitement: 327,

403,404,498,782,1101
Exhortation: 66,175-178,
284,357,720,762-767,782,

 819
Expansion: 496,547-553,

 780,789
Expect/Expectation: 493,

 494,749,1008
Experience(s): 67,68,
167,338,402,443,495,736,
741,755,769,805,815,865,

914,941,1095
Failures: 182,282,286,
287,307,363,500,606,634,
643,688,707,769,771,793,

976,1043
Faith: 30,50,53,91,116,
157,160,174,175,185-194,
202,216,241,243,245,250,
255,259,264,265,267,281,
289,293,294,299,300,306,
310,322,326-328,335,362,

369,383,385,389,391,399,
405,406,408,437,469,473,
486,508,528,549,583,616,
618,632,671,672,677,778,
802,814,895,896,901,903,
905,936,959,963,972,973,
975,988,989,991,998,999,
1008,1021,1027,1030,
1033,1042,1045,1048,1049,
1052,1060,1066,1067,1078,

1091,1098
Faithful/Faithfulness: 53,
196,274,314,320,363,376,
441,446,481,496,499,518,
559,560,599,618,638,763,
764,773,774,776,793,823,
843,858,859,860,862,872,
883,893,899,901-915,921,
924 ,9 26 ,969 ,979 ,994-
1004,1022,1049,1051,1052,

1070,1078,1079, 1102
Family: 26,27,31,47,48,
87,97,99,109,120,150,192,193,
200,218,224,235,259,312,327,
328,331,332,335,359,373,
455,469,488,489,514,545,
651,652,657,685,698,699,
794,795,806,851,864,896,
897,966,967,997,1007,
1008,1009,1010-1013,

1014,1018,1029
Famine: 301,363
Fashions/Trends: 786,

956,1035
Fasting: 97,138,189,326,
341,386,394,486,490,493,
574,670,671,686,850,852,

858,862,923,1075

Father God/Fatherhood:
26,28,31,57,110,124,233,
23 4 , 23 8 , 28 5 , 29 0- 29 3 ,
296,297,303,307,308, 310-
3 12 ,3 29 , 43 5, 4 46 ,8 59 ,
860,921,959,960,1014,1029
Favourit ism/Partial ity:

332,978
Fear/Afraid: 197,246,282,
295,302,351,394,444,449,
470,474,491,494,526,529,
536,537,543,560,561,637,
641,648,678,691,692,745,
748,804,838,839,874,895,
925,929,948,966,1048,1060
Feed/Feeding: 755-760,

806,891,1106
Fellowship: 27,28,31,51,
85,125,158,162,198,204,
225, 231,232,236,237,272,
284,285,300,301,304,311,
325,337,342,345,351,364,
415,434,435,437,445,454,
455,463,514,554,558,563,
612,624,691,723,727,770,
793,796,806,807,821,851,
897 ,955 ,997 ,998,1029,
1030,1032,1034,1038,1042,

1045,1062,1078
Festivals: 124,457-464,

626
Fights: 177,180,302,322,

323,332,404,880,1040
Finance: 537,656,659,
755-760,783,793,799,806,
848,864,875,891,910,911,

968,976,977,1106
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Finish(ed): 322,450,565,
825,873-875,936-938,969,

1021,1051,1061,1095
Finished Work: 30,31,
228,464,975,1036,1042,1061
Flesh/Car nality: 42,92,
116,119,122,199,259,311,
322,330,390,425,439,445,
479,536,576,620,624,711,
729,730,745,762,795,799,

842,869,937,948,1082
Forgiveness: 24,25,31,44,
53,84,107,197,256,273,297,
302,372,392,408,420,443,
444,571,752,822,877,927,
965,971,981,1012,1021,

1034,1075,1093,1096
Forerunners: 285,286
Foundation: 61,224,
248 ,2 88 ,289 ,291 ,297 ,
308,359,363,581,792-797,
799,801,802,895,920,947,

1051,1092,1104
Friend/Friendship/

Associates: 209,232,
234,238,272,281, 296,320,
337,344,373,387,421,455,
481,548,551,558,590,634,
635,638,659,711,771,786,
850,851,935,957,985,989,
998,1014,1015,1024,1030,1035,
1042,1054,1055,1062,1102
Fruitfulness: 36-39,79,
233-235,237,240-243,370,
492,522,535,559,563,658,
662,668,679,752,768,794,

859,860,889,962

Fruit lessness/Barren-
ness: 233,237,238,241-
243,289,370,394,467,469,

564,768,1069
Fruit of the Spirit: 434,

441,711
Frustration: 394,839
Future:  173,187,287,

536,637,966,1075,1076
Gentle/Gentleness: 183,

216,274,559,860
Genuine: 551,781
Gifts: 30,66,83,91,95,
126,130,143,175,212,247,
294,298,345,355,377,380,
384,431,442,460,463,469,
515,527,533,545,617,620,
670,678,683,734,737,744,
748,800,802,805,835,838,
849 ,8 85 ,913 ,921 ,975 ,

1033,1075,1082,1087
Giving: 228,279,294,295,
309,311,357,405,417,500,
501,517,545,550,580-588,
609 ,6 25 ,707 ,708 ,716 ,
751,775,784,834,851,869,

875,910,1092
Glorification: 26,45,231,
571,615,674,788,961,1083,

1085,1095
Glory/Glorify/Glorious:
52,53,144,146,227,228,
291,292,306,332,333,349,
355,359,387,395,406,412,
413,416,421,431,438,460,
466,467,482,485,486,497,
501,516,545,553,559,564,
669,674-721,731,749,766,

767,780,788,789,797,828,
841,846,861,864,895,896,
912,927,932,961,1001,1008,
1010,1013,1070,1083,1086,

1088,1100
Go/Going/Goers: 292,
321,330,405,416,514,515,
532,545,548,558-563,565,
589-597,625,627,637,646,

653,656,716,835
Goal: 229,231
Godliness: 152,175,209,
216,242,295,324,485,800,
802,858,885,886,923,1050
Good: 390,404,441,466,
518,544,559,751,824,1014,

1017
Goodness: 468,575,848
Gospel: 24-31,56,98,108,
142,149,152,159,174,193,
213,218,224,225,232,246,
267,280,289,328,335,343,
344,367,398,436,437,509,
514,517,522,532,542,545,
548,553,554-557,560,566,
568,569,581,589,590,593,
616,621,628,634,635,641,
659,660,671,672,677,693,
695,757,761,786,788,831,
847,852,853,859,860,906,
912,952,974,990,991,1020,

1039,1041,1068,1087
Grace: 22,30,57,79,124,
130,142-144,174,178,190,
208,239, 246,264,280,299,
342,351,367,372,376,377,
395,407,466,467,690,691,
761,762,764,767,776,777,

790,802,818,822,823,828,
834,865,876,880,881,894,
900,908,914,932,959,965,
968,969,1029,1032,1038,
1041,1069,1079,1081,

 1082, 1092,1100
Greatness: 351,421,545,
751,771,776,817,819,823,
1020-1022,1045,1055,

1088,1101
Greediness: 134,135,140,
223,258,317,318,357,405,
507,556,669,753,760,793,

848,910
Group/Groupism: 296,

772,841
Growth: 47,96,158,234,
292,294,297,298-306,334,
344,345,403,477,501,568,

643, 679
Guarantee: 730,731
Guidance: 112,209,248,
251- 257,288 ,330 ,3 26 ,
367,381,382,387,476,606,
665,732-734,772,773,775,
786,790,796,820,841,885,
918 ,919,926,944,1057,

1060
Hard Work: 632,778,849,

853,866,908,977
Harmony: 851,854,862,

863
Harvest: 521,545,568,570,

641-645
Hated: 312,1023,1024,

1035
Healings: 153,198,314,
372,378,475,484,485,507,
671,749,751,882,958,968,
 980,987,1008,1087,1096

Hearers: 495,496,580,
608, 646,738,747,748,750
Heart: 50,211,225,232,
235,269,270,298,312,315,
316,333,334,335,342,348,
358,371,376,378,380,426,
440,443,471,481,487,490,
494,499,520,521,545,553,
557,603,604,608,624,641,
731,738,745,747,748,865,
866 ,897,912,962,1041,

1042,1053-1055
Heaven/Heavenly: 42,
202,207,316,390,415,459,
464 ,489 , 506 , 548 ,5 69 ,
600,621,640,669,678,719,
767,779,793,811,821,846,
861- 8 66 ,901 ,913 ,961 ,
1010,1011,1025,1028,
1067,1068,1089,1090,

1093-1098
Hell: 23,28,316,390,489,
601,602,621,640,683,1090
Help/Helpful: 438-442,
545,565,756,851,852,854,

900,918,952
Hidden/Hiddenness: 113,
327,551,552,584,861,862
History: 606,607,758
Holiness/Sanctification:
26,43,59,67,72,79,84,88,
100,112,124,140,142,143,
146,153,167,191,197,203,
204 ,208 , 210 , 211- 2 16 ,
222,231,232,244,247,253,
298,299,300,315,318,323,
328,331,333,335,352,371,
372,379,395,410,420,421,
431 ,440 ,4 52 ,466 , 468-

471,473,478,488,509,516,
571,615,616,663,674,675,
676,704,718,719,749,771,
79 2 , 79 3 , 79 8- 80 0 , 80 5 ,
8 06 ,8 15 , 82 6, 8 46 ,8 53 ,
8 54 ,8 56 , 86 3, 8 64 ,8 74 ,
89 0 , 89 2 , 89 4- 89 8 , 90 1 ,
902,916,918,919,923,934,
962,989,990,993,1022,1030-
1032,1038, 1039 ,105 3,
1072- 1074,107 7,1078,

1083,1085
Holy Spirit: 26,29,61,65,
66,87,89,107,111,113,117,
119,120,130,146,153,164,
16 6 , 20 3 , 23 9 , 24 0 , 24 5-
247,253,261,274,294,303,
319,320,326,350,356,359,
361,364,373,374,397,398,
411-414,425,426,431-437,
438-442,446,459,464,468,
473,475-477,480,486,491,
495,503,506,514,533,537,
540,541,544-546,565,566,
570,604,617,620,639,645,
663,665,677,683,684,688,
690,691,700,701,709-713,
726,728-734,737,749,750,
751,758,772,786,787,795,
796,798,799,823,825,834,
841,847,864,865,885,895,
906,907,918,952,984,967,
996,997,1003,1017,1027,
1029,1037,1040,1044,1045,
1051,1057,1060,1066,1078,

1082,1087,1104
Honesty: 139,452,644,
793,805,848,853,857,863,

882,899,903-915
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Honour/Honourable: 278,
283,307,308,311,320,823,

861,896,917
Hope: 94,175,196,329,
452 ,464 ,569 ,852- 854 ,
1008,1031,1078,1084,1097
Horrors: 604,605,973
Hospitality: 387,898
Humility/Brokenness: 35,
36,72,76,208,209,250,253,
286,290,291,315,345-348,
373,394,407,426,448,488,
554,730,739,764,766,776,
777,786,826,828,834,850,
854,865,888,900,902, 908,
932,943,1049,1052,1053,

 1055,1059,1072,1073
Hurts/Hurting: 330,392,

709-713,981
Hypocrisy: 40,41,82,210,
215,315,320,321,332,470,
691,706,807,872,896,908,

933,937,1023
Identification: 112,198,
289,291,347,399,455,551,

 942,992,1036,1050
Idolatry: 21,140,223,250,
327,332,432,433,507,542,

 576,704,848
Idolisation: 503,504
Ignorance: 260,461,531,
573,582,640,659,760,781,

 832,913,914
Illumination: 397,790
Imagination: 398,399
Immediate/Implicit: 283,

767,790,804,846,867
Immorality: 140,319,330,

507,576,1039,1040

Impartial: 184,750,919,
1054

Impatience:  259,644,
1008,1044

Impressive: 410,931
Impressions: 639,769,

914
Inadequacy: 637,931,969
Incarnation: 112,121,

 399,551
Independence: 258,807
Indifference: 479,799
Influence: 259,785
Iniquity: 27,426,492,702,

831
Initiation: 302,399,400,

869
Injust ice: 378,449,471,

858
Innocent: 531,944
Insensitiveness: 869,

 1045
Inspire/Inspiration: 397,
398,415,545,639,746,757,

819,871,922
Integrity: 320,452,805,

863,905,912,932
Intelligence: 259,283,

372,382
Intercession: 130,289-
291,300,309,318,319,339-
342,396-401,521,831,938
Interpretation: 168,615,

912
Invasion: 524,643
Joy/Joyfulness/Rejoice:
72,86,93,95,107,114,119,
170,175,177,210,227,232,

234,237,272,300,305,320,
331-333,352,354,376,377,
407,419,428,440,441,444,
445,449,450-456,457-464,
469,487,514,541,542,546,
552,555,556-558,563,565,
569,626,660,669,676,677,
696,701,712,719,749,806,
834,840,864,881,898,899,
924,930,941,945,963,972,
1030- 1032,1054,1061,
109 3- 109 8,11 00,11 01,

1104
Jubilance: 786,944,945
Judge: 290,321,751,850
Judgment: 27,89,197,
2 67 ,3 02 ,3 16 ,4 92 ,5 42 ,

719,746,852,1100
Justice: 377,378,384,492,

1070
Justification: 25,26,45,
129,197,231,387,431,615,

674,961,1083,1088,1095
Kindness: 273,274,441,
474,489,559,564,1055,1056
King(s): 283,288,291,
322,800,819-812,831-836,

1011,1095
Kingdom: 288,297,439,
496,502,506,531,539,560,
767,800,833,834,841,842,

1011,1013,1074,1098
Kingdom of  God/Heaven:
23,297,357,390,398,421,
440,473,476,493,547-553,
571,573,676-678,694,750,
767,784,791,833,846,945,

1104

Knowledge: 183,229,242,
259,296,301,335,435,442,
479 ,482 , 743 , 744 ,7 72 ,
885 ,890,913,917,1035,

1049,1052,1088
Last days/Endtime: 158,
159,166,222,323,331,332,
356,397,469,740,843,902,

1026,1087
Law: 117,158,190,280,

 368
Laziness:  535,644,665,
667 ,760 , 846 , 849 ,8 53 ,

857,862,870,871,874
Leader/Leadership: 140,
284,324,332,345,475,477,
482,649,656,684,685,695,
699,707,724,761,762,765,
778,787,801,802,806,809,
820,822,879,880,890-893,
899- 9 02 ,917 ,919 ,921 ,

931,932,935,984
Legalism: 114,124,125,
158,159,190,236,246,299,

834,879,1056
Legitimate/Legit imacy:
288,400,405,941,945,1038
Lessons: 385-389,390-
395 ,403 ,424- 430 ,530-
538,758, 887-889,894-900
Liberality: 296,358,548,

 549,556,557,832,910
Liberty/Freedom: 114-
120,158,163,173,236,299,

 417,729,730,931
Lies/Lying: 280,317,329,

470,676,848,1020-1022

Life/Live: 26,57,65,84,85,
90,118,120,172,200,224,
250 ,2 63- 268 ,287 ,291 ,
301,310,349,363,388,402,
403,424,441,485,549,564,
737 ,749 , 755 , 758 ,8 29 ,
833 ,842 , 856 , 858 ,9 16 ,
917,947-953,994,1041,
1058-1062,1067,1086,

1092,1096,1098
Lifestyle: 150,232,334,

543,585,666,685,1092
Light/Lights: 21,82,171,

225,339,878
Listening: 70-81,296,

 366, 782,1015
Loneliness: 173,394,395,
410,414,449,839,893,973,

984-986
Lordship: 288,359,412,

432,437,446
Lord’s Supper: 158,198,
344,363,418,722,723,961
Loss: 170,976,977,1097
Love: 44,50,51,53,92,
118,120,147,148,175,183,
191,206,207,216,233,236,
243 ,2 52 ,267- 275 ,302 ,
308,310,311,324,332,333,
337,354,368,409,444,481,
484,498,500,502,508,529,
557 ,558 , 560 , 564 ,6 03 ,
660,669,678,684,691,711,
731,732,758,771,775,779,
794 ,800 , 822 , 833 ,8 34 ,
840 ,8 42 ,869 ,896 - 898 ,
908 ,910 , 927 , 929 ,9 48 ,
959,963,971,1001,1015,
1024,1029,1030,1032,1043,

 1061,1074,1075,1080

Lo w l in ess /Meekn ess:
407,413,441,474,834,1072
Lust: 39,42,44,60,122,
245,280,311,330,349,551,
8 59 ,8 94 , 89 5, 9 02 ,9 33 ,

1038,1040,1076
Marriage: 26,307,310,
311,326,947,1010,1011,

1013,1043,1099-1105
Martyr/Martyrdom: 43,
388,436,500,537,557,567,

828,988-994,1001,1060
Material Needs: 372,373,

1012
Maturity: 221,292-297,

302,429,839,890,1067
Mediators: 28,43,124,824
Meditation (Bible): 75-81,
108,109,154,162,189,204,
213,217,235,260,269,270,
295,309,324-326,337-339,
345-347,361,366-368,374,
382,385,395,397,412,453,
559,597,663,723,738,743,
756,758,759,785,794,795,
858,877,949,950,962,976,
1037,1040,1044,1076,1077
Memorisation: 77,743,

 759,1037,1040
Mercy: 239,305,314,376,
377,384,386,420,474,573,
745,761-767,823,848,876-
881,901,914,1022,1072,1081
Message: 24-27,29-32,
332,343,344,367,432,456,
461,475,505,527,542,554,
555,568,571,581,597,603,
616,641,678,691,709,725,
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740,757,778,785,793,799,
817,818,835,842,852,911,
941,958,972,1023,1050,

1052,1067,1099-1105
Methods: 343,344,642,

772,778,790,799
Mind: 232,244,245,248,
276-279,285,293,315,324,
330,382,442,557,748,782,
799,800,842,862,868,1040
Ministers/Messengers:
475,485,505,523,554,759,
765,779,802,816,837,863,

1051,1069
Ministry: 47,52,63,69,93,
94,98,99,103,130,165,192,
200,222,290,291,297,303,
305,309,318,327,328,330,
333,336,344,345,348,363,
380,441,473,477,485,486,
492,501,505,508,509,545,
551,552,556,584,614,625,
631,636,664,666,671,684,
733 ,736 ,755 ,761- 769 ,
771- 773 ,777 ,780- 792 ,
794 ,798- 803 ,806 ,807 ,
811 ,8 12 ,820 ,828 ,837-
843 ,8 52 ,861 ,862 ,889 ,
890 ,8 91 ,899 ,900 ,920 ,
938,962,979,993,1003,
1051,1058,1075,1079,1082,

1091,1098
Miracles: 66,67,153,194,
362 ,5 07 ,600 ,618 ,628 ,
664,671,692,749,768,770,

771,869,943,944,1008

Missions/Missionary:
195,196,219,270,288,289,
291,303,327,328,334,341,
345,354,355,412,429,436,
437,475-477,479,512,513,
519,520,521,523,525,530,
545 ,546 ,556 ,564- 652 ,
653-661,663,666,671,680,
682-688,714,716,721,726,
779,787,798,828,869,907,

 908,918,992,993,1087
Murder: 21,280,316,317,

1074
Mystery: 101,113,835
Name (Jehovah God):
234,239,371,422,958,1054
Narrow-mindedness:

929,930
Needs: 404,479,846,1106
Neglect: 480,482,860
Neighbourhood: 455,

 639,653-661,687
New Covenant: 27,43,83,

125,142,159,160,190
Obedience: 22,44,51-53,
78,79,92,114,146,147,153,
167,198,225,236,255,258,
267,280-287,293,310,311,
318,429,498,499,527,539,
567,600,634-636,638,665,
684,685,703,748,771,773,
823,833,857,858,895,896,
916,931,932,972,1006,1016,
1027,1048,1052,1057,1059
Offering: 135,148,293,
308,309,311,352,353,386,
459,461,468,488,507,545,
586,670,707,821,822,824
Old Covenant: 190

Opposers:  528,532,573,
608,860

Optimism: 563,1031,1084
Outpouring: 397,827
Overcoming:  330,833,

1001,1021,1103
Painful: 320,328,330,529,

981-987,995,1090,1098
Parents: 27,285,331,337,
357,593,594,604,636,716,

717,841,972,1014
Partial ity:  183,310,332,

471,895
Partnering: 364,525,540,

666,688,897
Passion: 206,226,520,

663,664,840,906
Pastors: 69,334,419,505,
595,654,683,685-688,699,
717,736,755-760,786,808,
838,891,916,918,919,921
Patience: 174,216,242,
260,273,289,305,306,409,
441,557,559,731,805,860,
870,871,897,902,998,1008,

1050,1052,1056
Pattern: 473,790,879,880,

914,1014
Peace: 44,84,85,172,176,
183,185,218,237,248,263,
264,273,293,294,320,332,
385,427-440,441,513,514,
516,558,660,677,750,821,
822,851,881,977,979,1030,

1034,1072,1090,1106
Pentecost: 91,191,424,
433,453,458,459,477,505,
515,523,527,540,545,565,

580,615,617,631,660,678,
688,689,719,728,800,1088
Physical: 372,377,426,
489,517,786,805,980,1090,

1104
People: 292,338,351,479,
486,490,495,527,568,767,
779,781,784,801,890-893,

919,1051
Perfection: 67,178,182,
183,208,211,231,293,298,
300,302,338,473,615,709,754,
822,824,825,897,903,1008,
1014,1027,1041,1084-

1086
Persecution: 817,820,

 988-993,999,1000,1098
Physical Need: 134,223,

372,373
Plan: 569,841,842,856,

883,889
Pleasing God: 22,147,
245,294,316,433,756,763,
767,782,788,828,862,896,

1039,1058,1073
Pleasures: 294,400,414,
469,470,473,529,782,940-

942,957,974,1038
Politics: 649,762,780,

 787,809,988
Poor/ Needy: 343,347,
357,387,410,456,496,501,
785 ,786 , 834 , 852 ,9 06 ,
910 ,933,942,945,1061,

 1072,1079,1098
Popularity: 771,808,888,

957,1035
Postponement: 621,886,

862,1092

Poverty: 171,193,417,
926,927,948

Power: 35,61,68,87,113,
125,129,131,152-157,167,
189,197,203,234,239,241,
266,289,301,302,305,327,
329,345,351,356,373,391,
412,424,429,440,466,476,
478,485,514,515,522,537,
538,540,544,545,550,569,
570,582,603,615,617-619,
661,663,667,678,688,690,
709,720,730,766,790,796,
799,805,835,852,865,916-
918,980,994,1013,1037,
1044,1045,1050,1060,1067,

1079,1085
Prayer: 21,28,51,62,85,
87,97,98,102,103,135,138,
140,162,183,184,186-189,
201,208,216,224,233,234,
235,239,240,244,248,249,
250,253,260,261,264,273,
283,286,289,290,294,300,
301,309,318,319,326,328,
330,331,337-341,346,347,
350,354,357,358,366,370,
371- 375 ,380- 396,399-
409,427,439,445,449,454,
466,469,473,483,486,489,
492-497,499,505,506,507,
509,521,533,536,537,539,
540 ,544 , 548 , 549 ,5 86 ,
570-578,594,595,597,608,
609 ,619 , 621 , 625 ,6 41 ,
644- 6 46 ,651 ,653 ,656 ,
658,663,666,668,669,683,
684,686,693,695,697-701,

705,712,714,718,720,721,
723,728,732,738,744,745,
747,758,759,770,772,776,
777,781,783,784,796,799,
801,802,816,824,827,850,
852,858,859,862,865,866,
873,890,892,897,898,902,
906,920,923,926,929,937,
948,969,971,991,992,999,
1002,1006,1007,1010,1031,
1034,1044,1045,1052,1057,
1062,1067,1069,1075,1078,
 1089,1101
Preachers: 259,332-335,
342,348,350,425,486,490,
494,507,524,664,669,671,
706,707,731,737,742,746,
753,754,761,774 -782,786,

793,892,919,935, 1106
Preaching: 155,156,289,
335,355,399,475,491,492,
505,506,514,521,545,548,
558,560,580,595,596,608,
641,642,657,664,669,671,
679,687,690,706,707,735-
755,757,782,783,786,828,
831,842,902,911,912,921,
933,997,1050,1051,1087,

1092,1106
Preparation: 427,736,

740,744,757,1057
Presence of God: 28,82,
83,93,336,370,381,425,
426,453,456,465,515,516,
619,720,731,840,897,919,
1006,1049,1059,1074,1097
Pride: 36,101,142,221,
315,346,373,470,471,482,



11561155

485,490,576,644,745,770,
788,882,883,854,914,957,
974,1026,1070,1072,1073,

1077,1089
Priest:  69,124,130,411,
426,447,490,494,527,541,
560,624,655,687,761,762,
800,801,809-812,821-830,
8 3 1 , 8 3 2 , 8 6 1 , 9 1 1 ,
912,924,1014,1051,1095,
 1104
Priority: 215-218,278,
291,357,399,505,506,614,
780,815,977,1076,1077
Privilege: 91,95,300,402,
460,501,512,895,901,902,

932,933,1048
Problems:
Proclamation: 213,303,
304,381,441,447,460,521-
523,527,619,741,819,820,

825,824,829,835,896
Promises: 22,35,93,95,
117,241,260,287,314,326,
361,367,374,384,410,427,
431,456,466,471,502,512,
563,576,679,824,825,832,
866,887,926,929,950,955,
973,980,1022,1037,1044,

1046,1084,1089,1094
Promotion: 362,561,773-

775,858,993,1008,1009
Prophecy/Prophesying:
56,194,504,507,508,572,
620,674,675,683,712,733,

782,787,820,885
Prophetic: 386,389,683,

758,885

Prophets: 160,350,354,
368,541,566,567,674,675,
683,746,747,764,774,787,
801,806,808,809-820,831,
838,911,912,921,925,934,

1000,1061,1095
Prosperity: 64,171,175,
193,357,409,489,506,517,
572,616,617,680,740,806
Protect ion: 113,294,468,
489,561,574,890,901,944,

998,1013,1104
Punishment:  282,307,
317,468,556,644,713,789,

 993,1024,1025,1085
Purpose: 460,512,513,

 743,826,846
Quality & Quantity: 508,

 781,804
Questions: 307,367,368,

783,935,967,978,1042
Quietness: 676
Quiet Time: 338,363,365,

366-376,384,454
Race: 322,662,1033
Reading: 286,382,743,

801,839,872,902
Rebellion: 22,154,307
Reconciliation: 44,56,
107,109,129,148,191,216,
273,372,392,722,822,828,
961,971,1034,1044,1074
Redemp tio n/Redemp-
tive: 35,117,118,125,157,
194,197,199,270,286,307,
368,371,566,577,758,885,
1078,1079,1086,1087,1095,

1096
Reformation: 333,424,

624,818,829

Refreshing: 1077,1104
Regular: 382,555,756,858
Rejection: 710,825,931,

932,983,984
Relationships: 38,39,44,
51,80,97,113,118,143,147,
183,187,189,216,217,222,
223,263,269,307,310,316,
331,337,344,347-349,441,
478,482,648,705,712,722,
723,770,776,794,876-881,
882-884,895,897,908-910,

919,961,1032,1078
Relax: 382,385,873,874,

886
Religion: 33,35,92,108,
133-141,180,182,248,284,
293,319,334,338,403,410,
523,642,702,807,809,821,
847,874,930,974,975,988,

990,1077
Remembrance: 360-364,
418,420,543,741-746,769,
843,860,877,885,914,915,

1033,1034,1046
Remind:  304,360,361,

364,548
Repentance: 23,25,36-39,
210,231,233,308,314,317,
319,321,371,372,470,473,
483,488,496,540,543,569,
575,668,711,778,818,852,

972,1077,1098
Report : 783,796,797,911-

 913
Resist: 284,303,358,886,

899,1033
Resourceful/Rich: 358,
405,464,470,501,680,791,

 1061,1091
Respect: 387,850,885,

 896
Responsibility: 294,297,
300,306,307,368,385,400,
512,552,687,688,755,814,
896 ,901,902,932,1039,

1040,1048,1034
Rest: 114,119,264,287,
677,678,846,873,874,1106
Rest o ra t io n /Rest ore :
58,70,73,145,153,189,233,
295,333,341,352,397,424,
428,431-437,463,481,484,
526,536,541,619,655,671,
674,676,677,689,701,821,

827,834,885,1039
Results: 305,428,887
Resurrection: 33,121,
123,125,129-132,152,158,
175,199,202,229,260,262,
265,266,267,361,406,419,
459,477,542,547,549,580,
614,768,961,968,1002,1008,
1036,1079,1081-1083,1091
Riches: 355,356
Revelat ions: 84,91,94,
154,189,234,245,250,258,
324,330,335,338,346,366,
367,371,385,388,397,413-
415,494,566,701,730,731,
744,770,773,815,894,911,

 1042,1081,1105
Reverence:  71,81,282,
307,309,435,486,833,948,

1079
Revival: 58,64,65,75,101,
189,244,336,341,399,424-
431,435,450,483,484,492-

497,503-509,515,549,621,
622,643,657,674,676,677,
680,682-684,689,694,714,
728,743,798,827,847,855,
 865,880,958
Rewards: 113,169,182,
229,287,500,501,551,563,
569,862,867,870,901,993,

1091
Righteousness: 22,30,
35,42,57,89,105,124,129,169,
206-210,216,221,235,237,
251,290,300,332,377,378,
403,420,421,444,452,453,
473,493,509,556,614,660,
675,676,702,750,791,792,
802,818,819,826,829,833,
863,901,1000,1022,1032,
1036,1038,1051,1074,1089
Rights: 285,501,768,1029
Rit ualism/Ceremon ia-
lism: 28,123,124,129,159,

  438,486
Royal: 447,527,560,832,

 835,863,1105
Sacrifice: 143,147,226,
227,290,292,303,310,334,
352-358,379,419,455,456,
474,481,488,505,524,535,
536,538,574,577,582,588,
610,616,621,632,666,669,
685,773,781,826-828,840,
869,870,873,893,918,921,
927,965,993,1003,1012,

 1027,1078,1079
Safety:  372,794,976,

1056,1057

Saints: 281,296,306,328,
452,454,455,719,776,923,
1027,1059,1062,1074,1084-

1086,1091
Salvation: 21-23,26-28,
30-35,40-44,45-48,56,84,
89,90,96,99,121,142,152,
215,280,315,328,337,360,
364,377,397,408,444,450,
451,488,489,508,516,522,
530,544,559,578,621,658,
660,663,769,776,818,894,
94 3 , 95 2 ,9 71 - 97 6 , 98 2 ,
1020,1024,1033,1035,1059,
1079, 1080,1082, 1085,

 1094-1096,1104
Satan: 159,166,182,199,
201,242,253,255,283,295,
297,320,322-329,335,390,
543,555,568,569,614,744,
804,833,862,864,938,989

1002,1003,1036,1089
Satisfaction: 29,31,229,
337,378,383,485,508,700,
753,805,827,838,858,865,
874,975,978,979,1038,1045
Saviour: 21,23,91,131,
267,403,491,540,565,847,
952,968,972,978,1050,1051
Science: 313,332,406,
507,515,693,772,787,1026,

1067,1087
Scripture(s): 26,28,32,47,
50,56-74,91 ,92,96,102,
108,140,158,160,162-167,
189,203,211,213,217,225,
233,235,239,250,260,265,
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266,269,281,283,284,286,
291,295-297,300,301,307,
315,317,323,324,326,328,
332,337,338,342,345-347,
359,361,368,370,374,382,
383,387,388,391,397,406,
407,412,415,430,435,436,
439,444,445,447,452,453,
474,482,490,494-496,506,
518,528,544,548,549,563,
570,576,628,629,641,663,
680,682,683,690,706,721,
733,736-740,742-745,753,
756,757,762,763,769,776,
777,790,795,805,811,812,
820,829,838,847,887,889,
895,902,912,917,937,949,
950,962,1006,1027,1028,
1031,1034,1037,1040,1042,
1044,1049,1051,1056,1060,

 1066,1075,1077,1106
Scripturalness: 110,388,

436,506,507,925,944
Seclusion: 188,191,513,

851
Second Coming: 88,89,
94,95,104,113,144,159,
180,181,205,228,290,418,
455,456,502,528,563,569,
615,622,667,672,677,729,
769,843,878,963,1077,

1080,1084-1089
Secrets: 316,317,327,
330 ,341 ,414 ,539- 543 ,

769-775,909
Sectarian(ism): 188,504,

505,666,690,841

Secular: 790,795,855,861
Security: 31,157,975
Self : 258,294,296,368,
370,373,374,507,535,555,
774,796,817,870,878,897,
906,913,932,1040,1044,

1051,1075
Self-control: 37,39,140,
242,275,441,559,1040,

1057
Self-denial: 292,293,352,

416,447,556
Self-examination: 51,97,
216,321,339,379,426,427,
663,722,723,770,774,775,
791,800,858,936,961,1078
Selfishness: 40,183,222,
292-294,387,469,520,521,
555,760,779,839,851-853,
873 ,877- 879 ,931 ,932 ,
 1079
Selfless(ness): 387,555,

557,878,924,1061
Self-righteousness: 135,

136,221,231,796
Senders/Sending: 580,

608-613,637,646,656
Sensationalism: 469,506
Separate/Separation: 41,
44,108,109,191,238,311,
324,513,794,851,923,954,

990,1095
Servant of God: 47,337,
345,380,384,421,787,788,
856,935,1048-1052,1062

Servants: 226,283,518,
72 0 , 76 5 ,8 83 ,89 3- 90 0 ,
917,921,932,935,938,969,

 1059,1067,1070
Service: 52,53,143,198,
226,275,298,309,455,456,
490,501,517,527,542,555,
557,616,687,720,721,765,
776-778,784,789,824,837,
8 40 ,8 46 ,8 48 ,8 64 ,8 79 ,
899,900,917,918,1059,

 1061,1067
Share/Sharing: 469,521,

556,557,897,1045,1067
Sheep: 283,568,755-760,

 781
Shepherd: 283,334,413,
562,632,633,755-760,773,
774,781,891-893,921,935,

947
Sickness: 47,198,418,
449,961,968,980,1086,

1094,1096-1098
Simplicity: 167,334,343-
351,585,617,685,730,762,

772,850,942,1091,1092
Sin: 21,22,25,83,107,121,
130,141,182,200,207,210,
211,221,231,239,250,253,297,
314,316-318,320,332,358,
360,367,378,383,392,418,
419,426,427,440,444,452,
460,461,469,470,472-474,
482,483,487,488,504,516,
549,554,565,581,634,668,
676,705,710,720,770,776,
793,806,816,821,822,855,
923,955,965,966,972,973,

997,1012,1020-1022,1024,
1031,1034,1036-1039,
1045,1053,1058,1069,
1082,1084,1085,1089,
1090,1094,1096-1098,1100
Sincerity: 97,99,142,332,
335,374,452,458,618,762,
779,862,863,905,1049,1075
Singers: 719,721
Singing: 308,428,439,

 443-449,453
Sinners: 21,194,209,272,
281,302,312,328,421,488,
506,546,554,569,601,806,
955,972,973,1020,1021,1037,

1062,1074
Skill: 537,782,796,849, 912
Social/Societal: 373,469,
505,537,650,651,672,786,

897,945,977
Society: 302,335,552,

568,794,1068
Soldier: 283,866
Sorrows: 43,44,98,182,
304,305,341,363,444,449,
492,1093,1094,1097,1098,

1100
Soul: 175,290,377,508,

530,545,663,771,1091
Soulwinning: 219,303,
413,455,499,516,519,522,
537,538,560,563,569,591,
612,635,644,655,656,657,
659,687,715,759,773,774,

779,938,1038,1067
Sovereign(ty): 408,421,

 527,750
Sower/Sowing: 547-549,

642,777,791
Spectacular: 327,552,

 944
Spirit (Human): 329,472-

474,677,684,781
Spiritual needs: 193,245,
292,298,303,344,348,373,
377,399,403,404,485,488,
494,499,506,507,519,703,
704,727,786,790,796,805,
809 ,8 26- 828 ,830 ,832 ,
850,885,897,916-919,926,
931,976,1001,1013,1067,

1075,1082,1090,1104
Stagnation: 485,508,509,

 838,870,874,1045
Strength: 34,171,200,
297,336,348,363,379,380,
384,386,389,393,407,409,
432,445,453,456,466,483,
485,517,537,540,541,546,
726,888,906,916,948,967,
985,1026,1055,1067,1106
Strong:  450,760,1066-

1068
Struggle: 92,95,287,362,

905,906,979
Students: 283,719,868,

870
Study: 69,77,78,169,296,
301,345,368-370,435,494,
506,733,738,743,756,773,
782,801,829,844,949,950
Submission: 41,44,201,
252,324,412,448,451,452,
466,773,806,879,916,919,

1011,1059
Success: 343,486,770,

865
Suffering: 43,45,85,98,
112,119,125,131,132,143,
150,159,170,197,227,237,242,

252,270,271,285,286,290,
300,301,304,305,324,325,
329,347,351,352,362,378,
441,455,456,476,499,500,
52 8- 5 30 ,53 7- 5 42 ,54 6 ,
548,557,565,571,582,616,
669,694,695,734,758,774,
775,787,817,825,836,858,
864,879,893,898,907 908,
945,961,968,974,979,980,
981-993,997,1000-1002,
1025,1055,1060,1067,1072,

1079,1087,1102
Supernatural: 138,411,

486,773,1087
S u p p o r t / S u p p o rt er s :
585,586,715,786,796,802,

999,1013
Systematic: 524,575,610,

756,870
Task/Work: 93,95,119,
441,442,767,846-854,861-
866,873-875,923,930,950,

951
Teach/Teaching: 244,280,
288,291,297,299,301,345,
355,356,361,367,403,415,
435,439,493,494,512,518,
549,643,727,758,760,763,
782,795,801,828,852,868,
902,921,934,937,948,958,

 986,999,1000,1027
Teacher: 69,160,207,
282,435,528,551,755,774,
834,847,867-872,889,892,

911,912,917,921
Technological: 537,576,

 772
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Temple: 30,58,83,112,
123,134,146,192,349,350,
395,442,462,463,532,533,
537,614,674,675,710,718,
829,864,947,1054,1067,

1104
Temptation: 47,60,66,67,
143,183,187,189,200,229,
282,320,330,332,358,367,
373,383,393,713,734,737,
758,823,864,866,937,955,

1013,1026,1034,1095
Testimony: 244,286,522,
604,611,776,780,787,796,
857,901,906,908,1001,
1022,1106
Thorn(s): 407,494,839,

905,953
Thoughts: 153,176,225,

248,315,349
Threat: 285,441,532,537,

782
Throne(s): 202,234,290,
372,395,719,834,947,965
Time: 270,336,338,340,

366,770
Tithe: 108,145,195,311,

355,536,586,834
Tolerance: 141,297,691,

316,559
Tongue: 37,39,182,208,
211-214,242,347,419,857,

882,1041,1106
Tongues: 374,439,508
Traditions: 61,288,291,
390,410,736,765,849,855,

 887,934,1007,1015,1030
Training: 211,297,338,
362,363,382,782,794,829,

1008
Transformation: 112,245,

 734,1095,1101
Trials: 47,197,264,328,
406,528,758,771,898,899,

1059
Trust: 187,238,281,297,
300,382,466,505,536,773,
775,895,976,1042,1048,

1075,1076
Truth: 57,175,188,256,
280,295,296,299,305,315,
328,329,350,377,390,420,
434,439,452,458,470,482,
492,499,528,569,601,615,
624,758,762,766,790,829,
879,882,889,894,903,906,

959,977,1023,1040
Ult imate: 343,509,767,

804,846,867,915,1050
Unbelief: 127,281,310,

478,998,1042
Unbelievers: 280,311,

312,496,798
Uncertainty: 376,1026,

1027
Understanding: 283,284,
295,296,299,316,327,330,
373,442,495,548,563,772,

777,805,1050
Unfaithfulness: 311,481,
739,743,760,767,888,915

Unity/Union: 294,302,
505,525,540,541,571,665-
667,690,706,709,724,729,
794,800,801,880,890, 897
Urgency: 667,725,862,

 1092
Vengeance: 44,275,277,

283,294, 1075
Victory: 130,172,182,199,
20 0- 2 05 , 262 , 263 - 26 8 ,
29 7 ,3 00- 302 , 322 - 32 8 ,
339,362,363,373,400,415,
418,421,440,446,460,486,
734,744,745,769,804,823,
833,834,836,839,840,883,
88 9 , 91 5 ,9 65 - 97 0 , 97 4 ,
1003,1033- 1038,1040,

1082,1100,1105,1106
Virtue: 241,242,423,478
Visions/Dreams: 68,100-
105,245,289,327,398,399,
404,478,480,507,519,520,
549, 556,565,566,573,601,
613, 614,623,639,664,683,
688,736,770,795,798,815,

902
Visitation: 378,379,384,

545
Voice: 319,368,404,452,

639,931,941,1027
Wait(ing): 203,254,292,
380,382,384,427,486,502,
644,757,775,840,871,919,

1078,1089
Walk: 228,289,300,368,
411,414,438,469,498,516,
559,676,770,852,898,915,

1027,1041

Warfare: 200,369,375,
390,391,439,440,549,571,
576,603,618,744,745,1001
Warning: 307,367,374
Watchfulness: 201,289,
357,387,389,392,393,549,

746,1044
Weakness: 155,171,247,
343,348,449,467,494,536,
551,734,745,756,799,839,

878,905,906,1021
Wealth: 432,1026
Weapons: 326,329,335,

550
Weeping: 341,394,426,

487-492
Wholehearted: 868,881

1049,1052
Wickedness: 207,209,
317,327,426,458,466,535,
847,848,853,937,953,1037
Willingness: 473,536,924
Will of God: 114,115,120,
186 ,208 ,244- 250 ,258-
261,349,373,388,393,451,
479,488,572,615,665,767,
806,837,856,862,901,907,
930,949,950,979,1027,1038,
1053,1056,1060,1061,1075,

1078
Wisdom: 33,35,61,172,
183,186,247,248,301,359,
372,381,382,409,416,442,
472,494,573,733,743,744,762,
772,796,804,843,857,878,
885,890,912,913,947,948,

997,1026,1051,1052

Witness(es): 26,47,155,
156,198,234,239,240,246,
266,285,309,344,373,413,
435,441,475,499,500,514,
527,530,533,536,537,540,
544,555,557,560,582,599,
600,615,695,725,741,810,
826,852,859,860,906,917,
951,952,990,994,996,999,

1041,1079
Wonders: 351,362,363,

 507,692,1067
Words: 99,186,187,208,
211-214,312,317,319,676,
843,847,882-884,898,901,
923-925,931,941,1016,

1041,1050
Worker: 555,646,788,
848 ,849 , 855 , 856 ,8 59 ,
863,865,880,887-889,935
Work of  God: 354,381,

428,806,1075
Works: 22,30,31,57,124,
133,185,287,299,300,315,
363,383,441,453,498,516,
547 ,5 50 ,561 ,563 ,564-
569 ,7 67 ,820 ,855 - 866 ,
873- 8 75 ,888 ,969 ,976 ,

 1057, 1091,1095
World: 115,122,199,232,
238,252,299,312,322,334,
335,337,359,367,390,433,
440,456,481,491,492,509,
512,543,548,568,573,723,
771,784,826,841,842,846-

854,954-957,1006,1023,
1024,1035,1082,1087,1088,

 1097,1100,1103
Worldliness: 79,245,430,

772,954-957
Worship: 34,35,47,65,71,
110,113,139,145-151,189,
191,213,217,218,222,271,
298,302,308,318,319,325,
340,344,347,351,360,363,
364,366,370,371,386,389,
395,396,404,410-423,428,
433-435,438,439,443,445,
447,448,453,459,463,466,
474,501,544,555,557,599,
600,604,619,669,670,676,
684,703-705,707,719,732,
741,747,783,820,826-829,
834,855-860,896, 925,927,
947- 949,958 ,976 ,1013,
1022 ,1038, 1054,1 067,

1101,1103
Worthiness: 741,742,841
Yieldedness: 23,31,49-53,
76,116,143,145,182,201,
245,288,373,374,386,389,

393,408,732,975
Youth: 285,297,299,303,
338,522,533,596,597,624,
632,637,759,772,840,942,

 1027,1039
Zeal: 436,479,840

(An observation: Subjects with maximum reference: (1) Prayer (2) Scriptures.
These are the two wings of a Christian!)
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Aaron: 460,707,724,809,
812 ,8 13 ,821 ,827 ,829 ,

 831,1049
Abel: 44,133,198,199,
804,817,818,988,1000,

 1024,1091
Abimelech: 253,282,320,

 647,648,816
Abishai: 726
Abraham: 22,27,36,47,
109,119,123,129,146,147,
171,238,241,253,259,281,
282,284,285,293,309,330,
337,339,354,383,385,389,
405,416,421,451,512,527,
535,566,582,596,597,616,
635 ,638 ,646- 651 ,665 ,
679,702,709,731,758,773,
805,816,817,823,824, 827,
831 ,8 87 ,889 ,937 ,976 ,
9 8 2, 1 0 07 , 1 0 08 , 1 01 2 ,
1014,1027,1048,1049,

 1052,1060,1065,1091
Achan: 146,318
Adam: 21,22,182,184,
231,257,282,284,319,383,

 393,544

Agabus: 259
Agrippa: 103,695,998,
Amos: 733 [1084
Andrew: 46,436,583,635,

[998
Ananias & Sapphira: 277,

 320,432,670,692
Anna: 410,414
Antiochians: 147
Anti-Christ: 811
Apollos: 504,610,643,
726,800,807,811,888,913
Aquila & Priscilla: 353,

 593,855
Archippus: 837,921
Artaxerxes: 842
Asaph: 985
Author of Hebrews: 577
Azariah: 529,607,1024,

 1042
Balaam: 90,134,135,161,
256,258,479,556,681,764,

 925
Barnabas: 185,194,241,
340,476,503,540,545,593,
596,597,644,648,684,688,

 694,696,788,983

Barthimaeus: 372
Bartholomew: 437,583, 998
Bathsheba: 942
Bazaleel: 441,857
Beelzebub: 983,997
Belshazzar: 469
Caesar: 140,988
Caiaphas: 719,809,819
Cain: 242,317,804,988,

 1024
Caleb: 49,53,866,1049,

 1052
Centurion: 916,1063
Cornelius: 22,46,70,427,
439,494,503,545,597,698,

 700,750
Daniel: 62,76,97,156,285,
332,346,366,374,385,386,
389,399,442,446,472,490,
526,529,541,575,578,591,
607,626,668,679,698,758,
817,842,853-857,859,904,
978,1002,1034, 1039,1042,

 1044,1061
David: 37,69,115,196,
202,316,319,338,339,344,
348,353,362,374,378,383,

397,399,428,446,455,460,
472,475,520,699,711,764,
792,806,807,809,816,827,
839,848,855,866,893,903,
909,914,917,960,977,985,
1044,1049,1053-1055,

 1060,1090,1094,1100
Darius: 529,626
Delilah: 483
Demas: 921,956,1043,

 1061
Devil: 470,487,576,578,
725,746,763,834,899,904,
956,966,967,982,1010,1020,

 1024,1037,1040,1087
Diana: 952
Eli: 912,1016
Elijah: 306,339,408,427,
587,667,677,693,696,698,
746,809,816,817,911,949,

 960,990,1091
Elisha: 318,328,344,479,
587,746,809,911,950,1061
Elizabeth: 255,354,410,

 411,881,941,1007
Emmaus disciples: 65,
Enoch: 819 [91,263
Epaphras: 351,713,904,

 921
Epaphroditus: 226,555,

 918,1086
Ephraim: 481,484,960
Esau: 134,308,804
Esther: 353,394,407,561,

 574
Eunice: 383,1007
Eve: 231,257,284

Ezekiel:  397,424,431,
 504,740,809

Ezra: 65,70,189,346,394,
 399,424,426,490

Gabriel: 919,1083
Gehazi: 318,479
Gideon: 597,637,692,

 704,745,766
Goliath: 202,550,1054
Habakkuk: 86,238,428
Hagar: 252,650
Hananiah: 90,285,529,

607,1024,1042
Hannah: 148,255,325,

 354,454,595,636
Herod: 273,695,789,816,
Herod’s son: 944 [944
Hezekiah: 915,960,1026,
Hosea: 352,481 [1087
Immanuel: 943
Isaac: 30,32,119,254,293,
383,385,389,638,644,652,
709,727,731,758,827,831,

 988,989,1048
Isaiah: 100,103,136,516,
555,565,600,601,640,664,
675,770,815,817,842,861,
 866,895,1050,1052,1094

Israel: 42,290,828
Jacob: 34,256,308,383,
385,386,389,407,466,482,
550,758,764,774,804,831,
Jairus: 590 [ 889,937
James: 68,106,175,180,
181,185,186,194,301,347,
353,385,387-389,437,476,
577,633,635,642,672,690,733

James (b/o John):
583,882,998

James (Cleopas & Mary):
Jehoiada: 829 [583,998
Jehoshaphat:  433,445,

919
Jeremiah: 224,596,597,
637,757,766,770,817,866,

895,903,912,1000
Jethro: 829
Jezebel: 161,681
Joab: 726
Joash: 862
Job: 34,37,101,136,217,
271,277,331,386,555,668,758,
770,904,1025,1031,1050,1052
Joel: 426,490,733,759,812,

 814
John: 176,185,164,215,
266,280,284,296,302,350,
353,357,366,374,375,385,
387,388,389,434,476,504,
539,540,549,552,559,567,
576,583,586,593,596,598,
611,632,635,648,671,677,
678,690,692,701,718,719,
724,728,740,748,759,764,
768,807,810,811,816,817,
833,855,914,941,990,997,

998,1006
John the Baptist: 36,39,
67,78,152,185,207,276,
336,562,618,667,670,677,
695,699,702,729,740,764,
774,801,817,818, 848,852,
881,884,938,941,990,1088,

 1095,
Jonah: 41,193,406,572,

 642,703,707,880,1025

The study of the various Bible Characters, both men and women, is of immense
practical value. Except for the differences of time, culture and language, these
Characters teach us lessons both to learn and unlearn. That’s why so many Old
Testament Characters are referred to in the New Testament. Here’s an Index of
188 Bible Characters who are quoted in the Out lines of this book. Though this
Index is not exhaustive relating to any Character, this will help you for an overall
understanding of these Characters.

Character Index
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Jonathan: 1055
Joseph: 37,40,90,170,
254,282,285,320,332,378,
591,619,626,679,848,856,
858,864,880,885,951,962,

 978,1025,1037
Joseph (Father of Jesus):
410,412,413,943,944,1007,

 1056,1057,1094
Joseph (Tomb):

 587,982,1063
Joshua: 665,916
Josiah: 58,62,65
Judah: 318,728,821,863,
Judas: 819 [880
Judas Iscariot: 79,500,

 505,638,829,1020,1046
Jude: 135,175,437,583,
869,963,970,998,1022,1046
Justus: 921
King of Salem: 123,824
King of Sodom: 123,824
Laban: 256,731
Lazarus: 23,279,407,601,

 640,660,716,1083,1090
Lazarus (Mary & Martha):

 896,968,949
Lois: 383,1007
Lot: 648,649,1037
Lucifer: 865,878,1026
Luke: 168,262,340,436,

 576,632,768,869,921
Lydia: 255,494,521,576,

 608,641,903
Manasseh: 960
Manoah: 354

Mark: 436,576,593,632,
Martha: 75,404 [648,921
Mary (m/o Jesus): 33,66,
76,124,193,281,338,368,390,
395,410,412,413,451,476
Mary (Lazarus): 75,417
Mathias: 437,583,998
Matthew: 576,583,632,

 635,942,998
Melchizedek: 264,809,821
Mephibosheth: 1055
Micah: 876
Micaiah: 817
Michael: 1083
Miriam: 363,1049
Mishael :  90,285,529,

607,1024,1042
Mordecai: 1100,1103
Moses: 63,83,275,283,
285,306,310,333,336,338,
353,399,407,446,468,516,
517,520,545,574,594,596,
597,603,605.609,637,692,
965,707,766,767,809,813-
815,817,827,838,855,885,
889,896,909,914,919,959,
960,1049,1052,1056,1091
Naaman: 34,318,344
Nathan: 352,816,1053
Nathaniel: 241,509,810,

 998,1008
Nebuchadnezzar :  668,

 679,842,854
Nehemiah: 65,70,189,374,
393,394,399,541,622,725,
839,842,855,873,923,978

Nicodemus: 136,537,559,
 715,1063

Noah: 27,63,122,282,285,
 350,352,385,386,389,
 903,904,957,967,1037

Onesimus: 904,921
Paul: 22-24,31,33,46,48,
49,59,61,62,77,78,86,90,
96,101,103,106,122,123,125,
127,129,136,138,146,155,
158,164,165,169,173,185,
194,195,197,222,225,227,
228,230,232,244,249,252,
256,259,267,288,292,296,
299,303,304,318,322,331,
336,339,340,342,346,349,
351,353,357,373,374,379,
394,398,399,407,416,433,
4 37 ,4 45 ,4 54 ,4 76 ,4 90 ,
491,492,499,503,506,515,
520,539,540,542,549,554,
559,566,572,574,577,583,
585,592,593,596,597,599,
601,606,608,611,612,615,
617,620,623,626,632,633,
635,641,642,644,646,648,
649,651,656-658,661-663,
675,678,684,688,691,693,
695,696,699,706,714,722,
724,726,727,730,745,747,
748,753,759,761,763,764,
767,772,776-781,784,785,
788,790,791,796,800,801,
806,807,811,816,819,835,
837,838,842,855,859,861,
866,879,880,882,888,890-

892,898,901,904-908,910,
911,913,914,918-920, 930,
952-955,968,970,980,989,
990,991,993,995,998,999,
1002,1003,1007,1020,1022,
1030,1042,1058,1062,1066,

1084,1086,1088,1098
Peter: 281,283,284,292,
294,296,306,331,346,349,
353,358,366,374,375,385,
387,389,432,434,436,476,
495,503-505,507,509,526,
527,529,536, 539,540,542,
545,559,560,576,577,583,
593,596,597,600,601,633,
635,642,648,675,679,689,
690,692,698,701,706,718,
723,724,726,728,733,740,747,
748,750,755,759,762,763,770-
772,774,811,813,855,861,
879,882,889,890,894,914,
927,929,983,984,991,997,
998,1001,1024,1041,1044,
1045,1046,1066,1094,1103
Pharisees: 1074
Pharaoh: 90,885
Philemon: 175
Philip: 46,437,476,504,
530,545,583,597,642,696,

 715,835,998
Philippian Jailer : 27,46,

 450,693, 967,971
Pilate: 273,521,938,995
Poor Widow: 535,586,707
Potiphar: 858
Prophet’s Widow: 911

Psalmist:  76,283,286,
 338,361,362

Queen of Sheba: 1089
Rachel: 255
Rahab: 27,197,241,942,

 967
Rebecca:  709,729,731,
Rehoboam: 1053 [1002
Rich Fool: 34
Rich Man (Lazarus): 23,

197,241,942,967
Rich Young Man: 34,1027
Sadducees: 61,123,138
Samaritan Woman: 438,

 615,715,810,830,859
Samson: 483
Samuel: 255,338,346,352,
384,806,809,816,827,848,

 910,931,932
Sarah: 282,284,647,650,

 976,1012
Satan: 60,61,133,201,320,
322,390,543,555,568,614,

 681,938
Saul: 196,319,557,708,
764,809,833,848,909, 916,

 931,1054,1055
Scribes: 136,137
Shimei: 1049,1055
Silas: 540,593,632,661,

 819,838
Simeon: 33,390 ,397,

410,413
Simon (Tanner): 855
Simon (Sorcerer): 507
Simon (Zealot): 583,998

Sinner Woman: 148
Solomon: 301,338,346,
3 50 ,3 53 , 37 2, 5 71 ,6 74 ,
719,720,772,830,915,923,
9 25 , 94 2 ,9 5 9 ,9 6 0, 974,

 1043,1052
Stephen: 151,256,346,
436,515,541,542,546,557,
561,692,695,718,747,813,
992,993,997,1004,1066-
Tax Collector: 135 [1068
Timothy: 50,78,96,158,
164,175,226,248,325,340,
342,357,383,394,490,521,
537,539,542,555,560,567,
5 73 ,5 97 , 61 7, 6 46 ,6 61 ,
6 62 ,6 91 , 74 0, 7 77 ,7 89 ,
8 20 ,8 37 , 83 9, 8 66 ,9 01 ,
9 04 ,9 19 , 95 3, 9 95 ,9 99 ,

 1042,1086,1088
Titus: 96,633,651
T h o m as: 26 4,4 37 ,58 3 ,

 639,785,991,998
Tychicus: 904,921
Uriah & wife: 320,942
Widow of Zarephath: 587
Woman of Shunem: 587
Zacchaeus: 27,108,217,
279,355,537,586,590,668,

 670,852,967,971
Zacharias: 33,354,410,

 411,447,463,1007
Zechariah: 817,1000
Zerubb abel:  178,299,

 475, 691,715,1051,1052



“He who does not quote will not be quoted!” So goes an old saying. The Old
Testament Prophets, Jesus, the apostles and the New Testament writers used
proverbial sayings while preaching or writing. Quotes help to spice the sermons.
Nearly 120 persons have been referred to here for their sayings or their lives. Most
of them are Christians. Reference is made to certain secular personalities also.

Quotes Index

Abraham, K.S.: 533
Abraham Lincoln: 286
Adoniram Judson: 286,

582
Alfred H. Ackley: 132
Amy Carmichael: 155,
285,354,531,594,618, 640,

 695
Andrew, Brother: 577,992
Andrew Murray: 592,655,715
Augustine Salins: 491
Bakthsingh: 693
Billy Graham: 72,155,156,

 343,427,735,807, 891
Billy Sunday: 1018
Bounds, E.M. : 400
Cameron Townsend: 606
Campbel Morgan: 156
Chapin, E.M. : 1018
Charles Finney: 398,424,

 431,676,694,752,855
Charles Wesley: 156,355,

 434,489,594
Clinton, Bill: 543
Constantine, King: 345,
Daniel Webster: 430 [350
David Barret: 524,586,630
David Brainerd: 155,400,

 714

David Livingstone: 285,
524,582,606,618,651,1065
David Pawson: 78,654
David Weiss: 882
Donald McGavran: 606
Douglas MacArthur: 604
Edwin Orr: 510
Elisha A. Hoffman: 445
Evan Roberts: 398,

424-426
Fanny Crosby: 155,448,

451,517,600,725,966
Frances Ridley Havergal:
Francis Xavier: 556 [588
Franklin Graham: 917
George Fox: 752
George Muller: 156,400,

 455,556,578,875
George Verwer: 52,773,

 840
George Whitefield:

144,574
Gladys Staines: 265
Graham Staines: 185,256,

 286,542,670
Henry Ford: 286
Henry Smith: 1018
Henry Vos: 991
Hepzie Pandian: 1031

Hitler: 156,989
Horace: 607
Hudson Taylar: 286,354,

 563,582,593,606,1050
Ida Scudder: 618,640,

 846,861
Jamisson-Fausset-

Brown: 756
Jebamani, P.: 533
Jim Elliot: 562,1092
Jim Reeves: 462
John Bowring: 1018
John Calvin: 528
John Foxe: 1004
John C. Hagee: 1080
John Hyde: 714
John Knox: 350,574,714,

816
John Newton: 30,144,178
John Pollack: 562
John Wesley: 28,96,144,
279,355,398,424,429,431,
436,489,536,585,694,847,

 855,944,968,1018
Jonathan Goforth: 74,

 424,694
Joseph Scriven: 85
Karl Marx: 589

Leonard Ravenhill: 153,
155,315,336,491,699,796,

844,1000,1001
Lilian Stanley: 1017,1046
Lorry Peabody: 856
Louis Brailee: 516
Martin Luther: 28,30,32,

 61,156,431,529,695
Mary Slessor: 286,531,

 606
Matthew Henry: 51,556,

 756
Miscellaneous/Bible:

 1169-1172
Miscellaneous/Family:

 1018
Moody, D.L.: 155,156,503,

 554,593,855,1018
Morarji Desai: 592
Mother Teresa : 149,185,
273,502,543,558,670,917
Napolean: 433
Niles, D.T.: 590
Osborn,T.L.: 538,655
Oswald Chambers: 229
Oswald J. Smith: 534,595,

656,716

Pandit Ramabai: 531
Patrick Johnstone: 396,
Paul Brand, Dr.: 257 [575
Philip Doddridge: 48
Polycarp: 991
Queen Mary: 350
Rajaji: 695,990
Rees Howells: 398,714
Richard Baxter: 520
Richard Foster: 685
Robert Arthington: 585
Robert Munger: 554
Robert Murray

 M’Cheyne: 253
Ruth Graham: 561,573
Ryle, J.C.: 529
Sadhu Sunder Singh:

286,516
Scotland Mother: 595
Spurgeon, C.H.: 32,156,

 528
Stanley Jones: 149,185,
Stephen Neil: 616 [ 672
Studd, C.T. : 149,353,499,
517,524,528,536,545,556,
588,617,775,993,1018,1048,

 1065,1092

Susanna Wesley: 331,
 354,489,594,699

Tahir Iqbal: 991
Tim Lahaye: 1080
Theodore,  H. Epp: 64
Theodore, M. Hesburgh:

 1018
Thomas Alva Edison:
517
Tozer, A.W.: 155,167
Unger: 756
Watchman Nee: 270,556,

 556,557,775
Wayne Grudem: 756
William Beckham: 345
William Booth: 194,492,

 596,602,683,775,786
William Carey: 98,156,
285,396,398,436,606,618,

 696,715,865
William Tyndale: 992
William Walford: 445
William Walsham: 447
William Wilberforce: 436
Winston Churchill: 627

There was a man sent from God;
his name was John (Wesley)
(1703-1791). He is quoted more
than others in this book. He was
a Revivalist whom God used to
shake the British Isles. May God
raise another John Wesley to
drive away dead formalism from
our Churches!
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Outlines & Serial Numbers Books & Chapter Numbers
2. The Gospel from Golgotha —“Happy Harvest” (Chapter 6)

9. The Benefits of the Bible —“Wild Honey” (Chapter 2)

12. Miximum Benefit from Bible Meditation
—“Wild Honey” (Chapter 5)

16. Vision —“Preachers & People” (Chapter 20)

21. Because He descended & ascended ...
—“Power belongs to God!” (Chapter 3)

25. The Other Side of Worship
—“Fire in my bones” (Chapter 4)

29. How to escape False Doctrines ...
—“Balanced Christian” (Chapter 3)

34. Who is a Balanced Christian?
—“Balanced Christian” (Chapter 1)

36. Victory thro’ the Victor —“Wild Honey” (Chapter 7)

46. How we miss God’s Will —“Fire in my bones” (Chapter 5)

51. How to make Obedience easy
—“Blessed are the Obedient” (Chapter 4)

65. Quiet Time —“Dare to be Different” (Chapter 6)

69. Ingredients of Intercession
—“When Revival comes ...” (Chapter 9)

72. Hosanna to Hallelujah!
—“When Revival comes ...” (Chapter 3)

74. Lessons on Revival
—“Higher Ways Higher Thoughts” (Chapter 3)

Out of the 200 Sermon Outlines in this Volume, the following
33 Outlines are developed as full-length Articles and included
in the author’s books mentioned herein.

77. A New Song —“When Revival comes ...” (Chapter 2)

78. The Joy of the Lord
—“When Revival comes ...” (Chapter 23)

88. How to pray for Revival Camps
—“When Revival comes ...” (Chapter 8)

90. Why Revival dies
—“Higher Ways Higher Thoughts” (Chapter 10)

94. Lessons on Evangelism from the Holy Week
—“Happy Harvest” (Chapter 8)

96. The Holy Spirit & Evangelism
—“Happy Harvest” (Chapter 17)

105. What is Missionary Sending?
—“Happy Harvest” (Chapter 9)

109. Why poor harvest? —“Fire in my bones” (Chapter 7)

110. The Problems of Missionaries
—“Happy Harvest” (Chapter 15)

111. Neighbourhood Evangelism
—“Enlightening Essays” (Chapter 13)

113. Christianity is Charity!
—“Fire in my bones” (Chapter 10)

120. The Tragedies in the Churches
—“Happy Harvest” (Chapter 21)

123. The steps to Christian Unity
—“Preachers & People” (Chapter 11)

151. Divine Mercy & Human Relationships
—“When Revival comes ...” (Chapter 16)

177. Happy Home —“When Revival comes ...” (Chapter 22)

181. Saved but Surprised! —“Dare to be Different” (Chapter 3)

194. How to survive these evil days
—“Higher Ways Higher Thoughts” (Chapter 12)

197. The Blessings of Second Coming
—“Power belongs to God” (Chapter 10)

“Outlines” developed as “Articles”
in the Author’s books



11701169

Quotes about the Bible
 It is less important to ask a Christian what he or she believes

about the Bible than to inquire what he or she does with it.
— Bishop Leslie Newbegin (1905-1998)

 The Bible without the Holy Spirit is a sundial by moonlight.
— D.L Moody (1837-1899)

 The vigour of our spiritual life will be in exact proportion to
the place held by the Bible in our life and thoughts.

— George Muller (1805-1898)

 I did not go through the Bible; the Bible went through me.
— A.W. Tozer (1897-1963)

 Little of the Word with little prayer is death to the spiritual
life. Much of the Word with little prayer gives a sickly life.
Much prayer with little of the Word gives more life, but
without steadfastness. A full measure of the Word and prayer
each day gives a healthy and powerful life.

— Andrew Murray (1828-1917)

 You can understand Scripture on your knees only.
—Maurice Zundel (1897-1975)

A Swiss Priest & Poet

 He who has heard the Word of God can bear His silences.
—  St. Ingnatius of Loyola (1491-1556)

A Spanish Theologian

 Pray and read the Bible; read the Bible and pray; for a little
from God is better than a great deal from men.

— John Bunyan (1628-1688)
British Author of “Pilgrim’s Progress”

 As in Paradise, God walks in Scripture, seeking man.
— St. Ambrose (c. 339-397)
A Church father from Milan

 The Bible teaches us the best way of living, the noblest way
of suffering, and most comfortable way of dying.

— John Flavel (1639-1691)
A British Church leader

 The only way to understand the difficult parts of the Bible is
first to read and obey the easy ones.

— John Ruskin (1819-1900)

 An honest man with an open Bible and a pad and pencil is
sure to find out very quickly what is wrong with him.

—A.W. Tozer (1897-1963)

 Unless we form the habit of going to the Bible in bright
moments as well as in trouble, we cannot fully respond to
its consolations because we lack equilibrium between light
and darkness. — Helen Keller (1880-1968)

An American Social Reformer;
blind and deaf from the age of 19 months

 Other books were given for our information; the Bible was
given for our transformation.

— T.H. Darlow (1858-1927)

 God the Father is the Giver of Holy Scripture; God the Son is
the Theme of Holy Scripture; and God the Holy Spirit is the
Author and Interpreter of the Holy Scripture.

— James I. Packer
A British Theologian

 Like Joseph storing up grain during the years of plenty to be
used during the years of famine that lay ahead, may we store
up the truth of God’s Words in out hearts as much as
possible, so that we are prepared for whatever suffering we
are called upon to endure.

— Billy Graham (1928- )
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 The Word of God is plain in itself; and if there appears any
obscurity in one place, the Holy Ghost, who is never
contrarious to Himself, explains the same more clearly in
other places. — John Knox (1505-1572)

Scottish Protestant Reformer

 No sciences are better attested than the religion of the Bible.
— Sir Isaac Newton (1642-1727)

English Mathematician & Physicist

 The Bible is for the Government of the people, by the people,
and for the people. — John Wycliffe (1320-1384)

 Don’t give up! Don’t get discouraged! I have read the end of
the Bible! We win! — Desmond Tutu

Civil Rights Activist

 It is impossible to mentally or socially enslave a Bible-reading
people. The principles of the Bible are the groundwork of
human freedom. — Horace Greeley (1811-1872)

Founder & Editor, New York Tribune

 Give me a candle and Bible, and shut me up in a dark
dungeon, and I will tell you what the whole world is doing.

— Author unknown
 It is impossible to rightly govern the world without God and

the Bible. — George Washington (1732-1799)
First President of the USA

 The devil can cite the Scripture for his purpose.
— William Shakespeare

 The Bible tells us to love our neighbour, and also to love our
enemies; probably because they are generally the same
people. — G.K. Chesterton (1874-1936)

English Essayist & Poet

 Voltaire expected that within fifty years of his lifetime there
would not be one Bible in the world. Today, his house is a
distribution centre for the Bible in many languages.

— Corrie Ten Boom (1892-1983)
Concentration Camp Survivor

 Isolated texts may often be made to sanction things to which
the principles of Scripture are totally opposed. I believe all
fanaticism comes in this way.

— Hannah Whital Smith (1832-1911)
Quaker Evangelist

 So far as I can remember, there is not one word in the Gospels
in praise of intelligence. — Bertrand Russel (1872-1970)

English Philosopher & Mathematician

 Most people are bothered by those passages in the Bible
which they cannot understand; but as for me, I always
noticed that the passages which trouble me most are those
which I do understand. — Mark Twain (1835-1910)

American Writer & Humorist

The Latin language Bible is the first book to be printed
in the movable type printing press invented by
Johann Gutenberg in the 1450s in Germany.
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Additional Tools
for

Bible Study
and

Preaching Ministry

How to Preach Better
With a burden

to help the next generation of preachers,
Brother Stanley

gathered delegates from all over India
for a 3-day Preach Better Seminar

and delivered a Series of Talks
on the following Topics —

1. How to Receive Messages from God
2. How to Construct a Sermon
3. How to Preach

To bless a wider group,
the Talks are made available in DVDs.

 English to Tamil ... 10 DVDs
Duration: Totally 15 hours ... Rs. 500/-

(Tiruchy, Tamilnadu, 2007)
 English to Hindi ... 9 DVDs

Duration: Totally 14 hours ... Rs. 500/-
(Nagpur, Maharashtra, 2008)

(These Talks are published in bookform also.
Available now in Tamil only. Rs. 75/-)

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>

<evangeline@stanleyonbible.com>
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Bible Foundation
Brother Stanley’s handwritten notes

of 4 weeklong Study Programmes
of 1977, 1978, 1979 & 1984

Genesis to Revelation

Subjects include Bible Introduction,
Bible Study Methods, Dispensations,

Covenants, Church History, Trinitarian Godhead,
Gifts & Ministries, Personal Sanctification,

Last Things, etc.

4 Volumes, totally 400 pages of A4 size paper,
spiral-bound, including a Master Index Card.

Cased in an attractive paded rexin pouch.

Ideal for personal studies,
Bible Study groups and classroom teaching.

Suitable for both new believers
and mature Christians.

Price Rs. 500/- per Pack; forwarding Rs. 100/-

R. Stanley
13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India

Tel: 00 91 98437 07600, 98430 11943
<stanleyonbible@hotmail.com>

<evangeline@stanleyonbible.com>

Bible Treasures
by R. Stanley

200 Corrective Bible Lessons
from the beginning of Christian Life

to the end of physical life

832 pages; Jacketed hardcover; Indexed
Rs. 500/- plus Rs. 50/- for forwarding.

Available in Hindi, Kannada, Tamil and Telugu also.


The 200 lessons of this book
are available in Video & Audio format also.

English to Tamil


40 DVDs
Each with a running time of 2.30 hours.

Arranged in a Zipped Pouch
Rs. 1500/- plus 100/- for forwarding

Each Topic is available as a 2-DVD Pack also
for Rs.100/-



2 MP3 CDs
Each with a running time of 50 hours.

Packed in a single box
Rs.100/- plus 30/- for forwarding



100 hours of solid Bible Teaching
Ideal for personal and group study.

Watching these DVDs or listening to the MP3 CDs
with the book on hand

will be more than a 3-year Bible College Course!

Order from the Author.
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Bible Study Outlines
The following three books by R. Stanley

containing brief Study Outlines will be useful for Prayer Cells,
Bible Study Groups and Discipleship Programmes.

Apples of Gold (1979) 60 pages

Here are 26 foundational Bible Studies
ranging from Rebirth to the Second Coming.
These truths, if practised,
will make you fruitful in your walk with God
and work for Him.

Little Foxes (1984) 60 pages

Here are 22 sins that must be avoided
lest we become unfruitful.
These “Little Foxes” will spoil our vines.
An excellent guide for self-examination!

Five Loaves & Two Fish (1998) 110 pages

Just as the Lord Jesus multiplied five loaves
and two fish to feed over 5000 people,
the 40 Outlines in this book can be expanded
limitlessly for personal meditation,
group study and pulpit ministry.

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road, Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002

Tel: 91 44 28450411   <blc@bymonline.org>

by
R. Stanley

Frank Answers to 100 Questions,
frequently asked but rarely answered,
under the following seven sections —

(1) Christian Life (2) Christian Doctrine
(3) Holy Spirit & Gifts (4) The Church
(5) Christian Ministry (6) Sex & Marriage

(7)  Social Life

A must reading
for every Christian & Preacher!

240 Pages, Paperback Rs. 100/-, Hardcover Rs. 125/-
Forwarding Rs. 50/-

Available in Tamil also.

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road, Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002

Tel: 91 44 28450411   <blc@bymonline.org>



11801179

“Milk & Honey”

Each of the 3-day Annual Revival Camps of the
Blessing Youth Mission has a specific Biblical theme

on which Talks are presented to the delegates.
Most of these Talks from 1971 were given

by Brother Stanley.
Here’s a combined Volume of six thematic books —

1. Milk & Honey (1982)
2. Amen, Alleluia (1979)
3. Alpha Omega (1980)
4. Thy Kingdom come! (1980)
5. New Heaven New Earth (1981)
6. Godly Life (1982)

   274 Pages  Jacketed Hardcover  
Price Rs. 150/-  Forwarding Rs. 50/-

Availble in Tamil also.

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road

Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002, India
Tel: 00 91 44 28450411 <blc@bymonline.org>

“Preachers & People”

Preachers make people;
and people make preachers!

“Like people, like priest” (Hos 4:9).
Followership influences leadership;

and leadership influences followership (Isa 24:2).
Brother Stanley in this book speaks
both to the leaders and the followers

in Christendom about their mutual responsibility
in accomplishing God’s eternal purposes.

22 forthright messages!
200 pages

Price Rs. 80/-
Available in Tamil and Telugu also.

Blessing Literature Centre
21/11 West Coovam Road

Chintadripet, Chennai 600 002, India
Tel: 00 91 44 28450411 <blc@bymonline.org>
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Compiled from what Brother Stanley
has written over a period of 40 years.

A n ew r elea se
that is liked by Christians of

all Churches,
all age groups and
all backgrounds!

Available in Bengali, Gujarati, Hindi,
Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, Oriya,

Tamil and Telugu also.

432 Pages
Price Rs. 150/-   Forwarding Rs. 25/-
30% discount for 10 or more copies

Order from—
R. Stanley, 13 Church Colony, Vellore 632 006, India
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Stanley talks heart to heart with the Visitors of this Website.


General Messages
Enlightening Articles for Christian Growth


Sermon Outlines

Outlines on miscellaneous subjects for Personal Meditation
and Pulpit Preaching


Bible Studies

Studies on specific themes and select books of the Bible


Doctrinal Essays
Corrective Teaching to uphold Sound Doctrines of the Bible


Youth Matters

Practical Guidelines to Young Men and Young Women
for Successful Living


Leaders Column

Biblical Insights and Practical Lessons on Christian Leadership


Missionary Challenge
Calling Christians to obey the Great Commission of Christ


My Answers

Answers to Questions frequently asked but rarely answered


Quotable Quotes
Stanley’s analytical Statements about Christian Life and Ministry
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Freely downloadable video and audio sermons of Stanley

(Register your e-mail id on this website to receive daily devotions
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Closing lines ...

 The author and his team would be encouraged if you share with
them how this book has benefitted you.

 Do share copies of this book with your friends so they too might
be edified through this wholesome teaching. Help in distribution.

 Order copies of this book to be gifted to believers for Birthdays,
Anniversaries, New Year, Graduation, and the like. 25%
discount on bulk orders of 10 copies or more on the retail
price of Rs. 1000/-

 This is an ideal gift to your Pastor and Preacher friends. Bonafide
fulltime Servants of God and Bible College students can avail a
discount of 50% on single copies if they send us the details of
the ministry they are involved in.

 For all the endeavours of the author to equip the people of God,
do strengthen his hands with your sincere prayers and liberal
offerings.

 (For Remittance Online: R. STANLEY, Account No. 10545862765,
State Bank of India, Branch No. 7274, Vellore 632 006, Tamilnadu.

IFS Code: SBIN 0007274; SWIFT Code: SBININBB473.
Please do inform the author with details after any remittance.)
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