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 1                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We call this meeting
  


 2   of the Water Planning Council for September 5th to
  


 3   order.
  


 4                  The first order of business is
  


 5   going to be an update on the plan in terms of
  


 6   outreach.  As you know, the outreach plan is
  


 7   between November 20th and -- oh, I'm sorry.  Now
  


 8   through November 20th.
  


 9                  I spoke to the AARP in North Haven
  


10   several weeks ago.  There are about, what?  Fifty
  


11   people there, Nick?
  


12                  NICK NEELEY:  Yeah, 50.
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  At least 50 people
  


14   there.  It was very well received, lots of
  


15   questions and more to come in terms of doing
  


16   outreach with the senior citizens.  So I was very
  


17   pleased.  They seemed very engaged, lots of
  


18   questions.
  


19                  Thank you, Betsey.  Betsey followed
  


20   up on a few questions that were asked of us, and
  


21   really good questions, actually.  And I enjoyed it
  


22   very much.
  


23                  Any other comments about any --
  


24   you've done some.
  


25                  LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, the recent
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 1   events?
  


 2                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.
  


 3                  LORI MATHIEU:  So I along -- with
  


 4   myself and Linda for RO, attended the Southeastern
  


 5   Council of Governments meeting on August 23rd.
  


 6   And there were quite a few chief elected officials
  


 7   there in attendance, and we presented for about
  


 8   20, 30 minutes.
  


 9                  We had received quite a bit of
  


10   comments.  We had changed around the core
  


11   presentation to, you know, the second slide was a
  


12   question to the chief elected officials.  You
  


13   know, what are your concerns about water?
  


14                  So that spurred on an awful lot of
  


15   conversation between the elected officials.  They
  


16   had a lot of questions, and usually with elected
  


17   officials what comes to mind is things that they
  


18   hear that are issues and problems.
  


19                  So they brought up things about
  


20   water main extensions, storm water permitting.  So
  


21   we have talked about that -- and Corinne is here.
  


22   We talked about that during one of our conference
  


23   calls after that particular meeting.  And Linda is
  


24   writing up the questions that we received.
  


25                  So there's a lot of interest in
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 1   water, and once you get them thinking about it
  


 2   they do bring up even more questions, because they
  


 3   start thinking about any and all water projects
  


 4   within their towns, that affect their towns and
  


 5   their water needs within their towns.
  


 6                  And why can't the State work fast
  


 7   enough?  And how is the plan going to affect that,
  


 8   that particular project that happens to be in
  


 9   their town?
  


10                  So I think it was a good experience
  


11   with that group of elected officials.  And once we
  


12   get involved with more discussions with chief
  


13   elected officials I think -- we're putting that
  


14   slide, asking any questions about issues at the
  


15   end of the presentation, because we don't want
  


16   that to get in the middle of the discussion.  We
  


17   want to present and educate first, and then have
  


18   the broader discussion.
  


19                  So it went well.
  


20                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Good.
  


21                  Okay.  We're going to go right to
  


22   the outreach team.
  


23                  LORI MATHIEU:  So Linda is out
  


24   today.  We're going to ask Eric, Corinne, Nick and
  


25   Gail to come on up and have a seat, and we can
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 1   have a brief discussion, if you don't mind.
  


 2                  So we've been meeting on a weekly
  


 3   basis and we had our first face-to-face meeting
  


 4   last week at OPM's offices and it went very, very
  


 5   well.  Our focus has been a number of things,
  


 6   making sure that we're covering every council of
  


 7   government meeting.  We -- on that topic, I think
  


 8   we still have a few, Gail to --
  


 9                  GAIL LUCCHINA:  Yes.
  


10                  LORI MATHIEU:  -- to nail down, but
  


11   we're working hard on that.
  


12                  And between Gail and Linda, I think
  


13   we've done a great job at scheduling.  It's not
  


14   easy, and we're trying to make sure that at
  


15   least -- obviously, at least one of us on the
  


16   Council can be there, if not two.
  


17                  And then we talk a lot about notes,
  


18   and keeping notes about questions.  We think that
  


19   that's important.  So just going alone by yourself
  


20   would probably be difficult because you need
  


21   somebody there to take some notes, because they
  


22   bring up good questions.
  


23                  So also I know Nick on the other,
  


24   another topic, Nick has been working hard with the
  


25   state representatives and the three towns on
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 1   pulling together public meetings.
  


 2                  So I don't know, Nick, if you
  


 3   wanted to mention a little bit about that?
  


 4                  NICK NEELEY:  Sure.  So we have
  


 5   confirmed to -- we've got several people that have
  


 6   offered and said they would host one of these
  


 7   legislative public meetings.
  


 8                  We're at Hampton's next Wednesday.
  


 9                  And then we've got Jonathan
  


10   Steinberg.  We'll do something down in the
  


11   Westport area.  I've got to work on a date with
  


12   him.
  


13                  Mary Mushinsky will do something in
  


14   Wallingford in the fall.
  


15                  And Cathy Osten, the State Senator
  


16   from down in Southeast Connecticut.  And Paul
  


17   Formica who's chair of energy, and Heather Somers
  


18   who's chair of public health, one of the chairs of
  


19   public health, they'll do a joint one down in
  


20   Southeast Connecticut.
  


21                  So what I have right now is we'll
  


22   do it.  The dates, you know, unfortunately they're
  


23   still focused a lot of the time still on the
  


24   budget.  You know, so that's one of the challenges
  


25   is getting a date.
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 1                  The second challenge is to try to
  


 2   find a date where it's possible for all four of
  


 3   you to be there.  What I saw from the schedule is
  


 4   there are, like, two dates between now and
  


 5   November when you're all available.  So we'll have
  


 6   to -- it will be a challenge and, you know, we'll
  


 7   make it work.
  


 8                  And I know, for example,
  


 9   Commissioner Betkoski, it's very important for
  


10   him.  I know one of them, he wants to be at the
  


11   Mushinsky event because he served with Mary for
  


12   many years.  So when I get some dates I'll forward
  


13   them off to you.
  


14                  I do have a draft public meeting
  


15   agenda and a draft public meeting notice that I
  


16   sent to Corinne and Eric and Linda and a couple
  


17   other people on Friday, so I'm starting to get
  


18   comments back.  Once I've got that I'll send it
  


19   over to you all to look at.
  


20                  It's a pretty straightforward
  


21   public meeting notice, no different than what most
  


22   agencies do.  And then the agenda is -- let me
  


23   just give you a quick run through.
  


24                  LORI MATHIEU:  So Nick, these will
  


25   be night meetings.  Correct?
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 1                  NICK NEELEY:  Yes, these are all
  


 2   evening hearings.  They all, the legislators all
  


 3   preferred evening.  And they will do press.  They
  


 4   will push out notices to their constituents, to
  


 5   the local newspapers.  And they will contact --
  


 6   I've asked them to contact their legislators in
  


 7   their part of the state to invite them to appear.
  


 8                  So the general extent of it should
  


 9   be there might be a welcome and introductions, and
  


10   opening remarks by the elected official.  And then
  


11   the Water Planning Council, I thought, could do
  


12   sort of a conduct of the public meeting and an
  


13   overview of the comments and question process.
  


14                  And then the presentation of the
  


15   water plan, public comment, you know, with elected
  


16   officials going first and then questions from the
  


17   public.  And then, you know, conclusion, closing
  


18   remarks, thank yous and the like.
  


19                  So that's what they're all looking
  


20   at now and I'm going to get some suggestions, and
  


21   then I'll get it back to you.
  


22                  And in the opening remarks we would
  


23   talk about the fact, you know, if you want the
  


24   remarks, your comments to be part of the record in
  


25   this matter then put them in writing, but I think







10


 1   the law says we'll at least consider oral
  


 2   comments, which you can consider any way you'd
  


 3   like.  So --
  


 4                  And that's where I'm at.  Any
  


 5   questions?
  


 6                  Oh, yeah.  Actually she has a good
  


 7   idea.  So Hampton's is next Wednesday,
  


 8   September 13th, from seven to nine.
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We can all be there.
  


10   Right?  That one?
  


11                  NICK NEELEY:  Yes, at the Simsbury
  


12   Town Hall, Main Program Room, 3 Hopmeadow Street,
  


13   Simsbury, Connecticut.
  


14                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
  


15                  LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So then that
  


16   brings us to the core presentation and the
  


17   webinar, which we have a final, final draft core
  


18   presentation.
  


19                  I know that we spent some time last
  


20   Thursday walking through the slides, and in
  


21   preparation of the webinar so that we could --
  


22   each one of us will have about six or seven slides
  


23   to present on Friday.  So Friday morning we are
  


24   practicing and then producing the webinar at the
  


25   Capitol Avenue complex, at our media center.
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 1                  So we have -- hopefully your staffs
  


 2   have shared those, those slides with you that you
  


 3   would be responsible for.
  


 4                  Betsey, there was one -- your set
  


 5   of slides we thought that a couple slides maybe
  


 6   needed some additional revision, in particular the
  


 7   slide on climate change.  And so you know, we're
  


 8   just leaving it up to you to take a look at it and
  


 9   maybe edit, or revise and update.
  


10                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So we revised
  


11   it, but on the way over we talked about revising
  


12   it again.
  


13                  So stay tuned.
  


14                  LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Good.  No,
  


15   that's good.
  


16                  I think, you know, any one of the
  


17   slides, no matter if it's your slide to present on
  


18   or not, I think all of us should take a careful
  


19   look at this because we're all going to be
  


20   presenting these.
  


21                  And I think it flows very well.  I
  


22   think the team has done a great job between
  


23   Corinne, Eric, Gail, Nick and Linda -- have done a
  


24   tremendous job thinking though in putting together
  


25   the script that is part of the presentation,
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 1   adding some great pictures and then, you know,
  


 2   pausing where it's important to pause.
  


 3                  And I think in talking about the
  


 4   balance and talking about the key points, I think
  


 5   the presentation does that in a number of points,
  


 6   which is important in front of chief elected
  


 7   officials.
  


 8                  So are there any questions on that?
  


 9                  I know we're practicing.  What time
  


10   do we start?  8:30, I believe we're going to
  


11   gather up at -- why don't we meet at OPM's
  


12   offices, because you're closest to our media
  


13   center?  The media center is at the basement level
  


14   of 460 Capitol Avenue.  We could meet for coffee
  


15   in the cafeteria at 8:15 if you'd like, and then
  


16   we could walk over to the media center.
  


17                  So we're practicing first and then
  


18   we're going through actually taping the webinar.
  


19                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Any tidbits?
  


20   Obviously, what we should be wearing -- and you
  


21   don't want wild pink shirts or wild ties.
  


22                  LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, absolutely.
  


23   Hawaiian shirts.
  


24                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Or Hawaiian shirts.
  


25                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It depends if
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 1   you look good in pink, Jack.
  


 2                  So do we have a goal for how long
  


 3   the webinar would take?
  


 4                  LORI MATHIEU:  About 35 minutes.
  


 5   So each one of us, I think, is about eight to ten
  


 6   minutes.
  


 7                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And have we
  


 8   tested that out in terms of the script?
  


 9                  LORI MATHIEU:  I have.
  


10                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And does it
  


11   work?
  


12                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, for the most
  


13   part, as long as you don't dottle on certain
  


14   points -- like I usually do.  So -- right?
  


15                  THE CHAIRMAN:  You said it.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  I can criticize
  


17   myself if I want to.
  


18                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Nick?
  


19                  NICK NEELEY:  Eric, why don't you
  


20   talk about how, when the public sees it, what
  


21   they're going to see on the screen after it's
  


22   taped?
  


23                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So we had
  


24   some debate in our workgroup meeting last week in
  


25   terms of what should be viewable, whether we want
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 1   to look at just the slides, or the slides in
  


 2   conjunction with whoever is speaking.
  


 3                  And so I believe, if I recall, we
  


 4   elected to just go with the slides.  Or -- Okay.
  


 5   So we're going to do a double pane?
  


 6                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
  


 7                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  The large pane
  


 8   will be the slides and the smaller will be the
  


 9   speaker that's currently talking.
  


10                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  I think we
  


11   agreed to that.  Right?
  


12                  CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.
  


13                  LORI MATHIEU:  That's with our
  


14   communication staff.  They kind of said that
  


15   looked good and we were looking at the model that
  


16   was done for the emergency preparedness and how it
  


17   looks.
  


18                  So essentially, Jack will start it
  


19   off and open up the webinar and go through the
  


20   first six to seven slides.  I am up next, and we
  


21   talk about key highlights.  And then Betsey is up
  


22   after me to talk about regional watersheds, and
  


23   the watershed and all the mapping, and then in the
  


24   basins.
  


25                  And then Garrett comes along to
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 1   talk about the consensus-based policy priorities,
  


 2   and then closes out the webinar -- unless, Jack,
  


 3   you want to close?  You want to say a few words at
  


 4   the very end?  That could be your choice to do, or
  


 5   Garrett could close.  We can talk about that.
  


 6                  So that's that.  So we gather at
  


 7   Capitol Avenue.  More information will come at --
  


 8                  THE CHAIRMAN:  8:15.
  


 9                  NICK NEELEY:  8:15 we can do the
  


10   cafeteria at 470 Capitol avenue.
  


11                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Is somebody there to
  


12   time?
  


13                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
  


14                  NICK NEELEY:  To give you an idea
  


15   how much time you have left on your talking?
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.
  


17                  NICK NEELEY:  I think Linda was
  


18   going to contact -- I don't know what it's called.
  


19   It's the hearing-impaired commission about --
  


20                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
  


21                  NICK NEELEY:  How we do it at PURA,
  


22   we put it in our notice.  If you need special
  


23   accommodation, let us know.  And I think DEEP does
  


24   the same thing, but I think in this case I think
  


25   Linda was going to cover that and see if we could
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 1   find somebody and bring somebody in for the
  


 2   presentation to do that.
  


 3                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
  


 4                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  As a third pane?
  


 5                  NICK NEELEY:  Well, you've got one
  


 6   pane -- is you.
  


 7                  Give me a second.
  


 8                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The slide.
  


 9                  NICK NEELEY:  It's got to be a
  


10   third.
  


11                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  And how
  


12   long will it take to actually do the final editing
  


13   and actually get it up on the web?
  


14                  LORI MATHIEU:  If we do not have to
  


15   edit it, it's instantaneous.  That's what they
  


16   told us.
  


17                  NICK NEELEY:  Right.  And he said
  


18   it's fine if it looks kind of -- I mean, it
  


19   shouldn't look too staged and too formal.  So if,
  


20   you know, if people cough or people pause for a
  


21   minute, I mean, that's sort of fine, I guess.
  


22                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  And our
  


23   media center has the soundproofing, so we're not
  


24   going to be disturbed by anything.  And you've got
  


25   to be really careful about extra noise and
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 1   cellphones and all that stuff.  So -- because it
  


 2   picks up everything.  So that's Friday.
  


 3                  And we should be able to have that
  


 4   up and available by, I would say, by Monday,
  


 5   Tuesday, within a few days.
  


 6                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
  


 7                  LORI MATHIEU:  So that will be
  


 8   excellent, and available, which is great.  So as
  


 9   we move ahead with all the presentations, all the
  


10   other presentations, that's at least something we
  


11   can point to.
  


12                  CORINNE FITTING:  Lori?
  


13                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
  


14                  CORINNE FITTING:  And did we also
  


15   need to discuss, like, contact if people have
  


16   questions?  How are we going to address those?
  


17                  I mean, we'll keep a running list
  


18   and we'll put frequently asked questions up on the
  


19   website.  But a contact, we haven't decided on.
  


20                  LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, who is the main
  


21   contact for any questions as part of the webinar,
  


22   you said?
  


23                  CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.
  


24                  LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know.  What
  


25   are the thoughts about a main contact?
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 1                  NICK NEELEY:  Well, we also talked
  


 2   about, I mean, everything we've ever had on the
  


 3   websites about the water plan we've never -- you
  


 4   can send comments, but we've never had an
  


 5   800-number or a number for anybody to call with
  


 6   questions about the water plan, I guess.
  


 7                  CORINNE FITTING:  Yeah.  And I
  


 8   guess the question is, do we need to do something
  


 9   like that?  Do we need to have a main contact or
  


10   something so we can get back to people?
  


11                  NICK NEELEY:  Or where, where
  


12   someone can post a question.  You can post a
  


13   question in an e-mail to us.
  


14                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
  


15                  THE CHAIRMAN:  That's probably the
  


16   best.
  


17                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Is there an
  


18   e-mail address associated with the main webpage?
  


19   I mean, that would be the way to go.  And then
  


20   Eric gets to answer all of them.
  


21                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  So the current
  


22   e-mail address is WPC@CT.gov.  It's a generic
  


23   email that we monitor for incoming questions or
  


24   comments that are addressed to any number of water
  


25   planning council members.
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 1                  LORI MATHIEU:  So you've been
  


 2   watching that?  You monitor that, that e-mail box
  


 3   then?
  


 4                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So
  


 5   anything that comes in will be screened and
  


 6   anything that's appropriate will be forwarded to
  


 7   the council for consideration.  It gets forwarded.
  


 8                  LORI MATHIEU:  Is that something we
  


 9   still want to do and promote during this webinar?
  


10                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I would think so.
  


11                  LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know how
  


12   much work -- how much work has that been over the
  


13   last year?
  


14                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  We received --
  


15   actually it's been quite limited, the amount of
  


16   correspondence that's come in.  Generally, maybe
  


17   once -- one or two messages a week.  It's been a
  


18   higher frequency at certain times, but that's
  


19   usually the average so far.
  


20                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  The only
  


21   concern I have is I don't want to lead to
  


22   confusion as to how to submit comments.  I don't
  


23   want to give people the impression that they could
  


24   send us questions, but then they're not submitting
  


25   official comments on the plan.
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 1                  So maybe we can talk about that
  


 2   further.  I don't want to have two avenues of
  


 3   commenting on the state water plan.
  


 4                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  We should
  


 5   not have anyone confused.  If I have a question,
  


 6   could maybe you just use the electronic format to
  


 7   submit the questions as well, instead of having
  


 8   it go the -- to your point, there's just one place
  


 9   to go so there's no confusion.
  


10                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I would also
  


11   suggest for the webinar that we delete the slide,
  


12   what is your number one concern for water in
  


13   Connecticut?  Since it's not going to be back and
  


14   forth -- and we just go straight to the
  


15   opportunities to learn and comment slide.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  I'll have to think
  


17   about that.  I'll have to think about it.  That's
  


18   an interesting comment.  I get your point.
  


19                  We meet again on Thursday
  


20   afternoon, I think.  Right?  At one o'clock.  So I
  


21   guess if everyone thinks about that -- I guess I'm
  


22   leaning toward yes.  I think that that would make
  


23   sense, because it's not a back and forth and
  


24   there's nobody there.
  


25                  But it was really meant to prompt
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 1   people to be interested and to think about how
  


 2   water affects them and what their concerns are on
  


 3   water, and trying to get people to comment -- at
  


 4   least read the two-page document.
  


 5                  So maybe there's a different slide
  


 6   we put up there instead of the way it's worded
  


 7   now.  But let's think about that.
  


 8                  NICK NEELEY:  Could you say at the
  


 9   beginning, you know, as you watch this webinar
  


10   think about, you know, how water is important to
  


11   you and where it fits into your life, and then
  


12   segue into the presentation?
  


13                  LORI MATHIEU:  We can do that.
  


14   That's a good point, at the beginning, so that
  


15   would be something that Jack can maybe speak to.
  


16                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And if they
  


17   spent 35 minutes with you they're probably going
  


18   to comment.  So --
  


19                  LORI MATHIEU:  I hope so -- or not.
  


20   You know, we just move on to other things.
  


21                  So there's a few other things in
  


22   the outreach plan that I think we're going to work
  


23   on.  We talked last week about other presentations
  


24   in front of other groups.
  


25                  And that I want to say here in
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 1   front of everyone that's here that we're willing
  


 2   to -- now that we have a good core presentation
  


 3   and we're willing to go out and speak in front of
  


 4   other groups, like Jack was mentioning AARP, we're
  


 5   willing to go out to any and all other groups.  So
  


 6   if there's anyone here today that wants to have
  


 7   the presentation done, come see us and talk to us
  


 8   about it.
  


 9                  Also, I think that we want to add
  


10   an agricultural group and a business group.  And
  


11   we're open to any suggestions from anyone.  We're
  


12   thinking CBIA, we're thinking about -- for
  


13   agriculture, I really don't know.
  


14                  NICK NEELEY:  Connecticut Farm
  


15   Bureau.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  The farm bureau, so
  


17   we have some work to do on that and making those
  


18   contacts.  And if there's any other groups out
  


19   there that are interested, please let us know.
  


20   We'll add you to the calendar.
  


21                  But again, the comment period runs
  


22   through November 20th and we want to be able to
  


23   get out before November to present and give people
  


24   time to review and comment by the 20th.
  


25                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So my
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 1   understanding is it's also our intent to put the
  


 2   presentation online so people can do a self-guided
  


 3   tour?
  


 4                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, absolutely.
  


 5   Along with the webinar we have a great
  


 6   information path.  And so the one -- I guess, the
  


 7   last one, the one public hearing that we have to
  


 8   hold?
  


 9                  NICK NEELEY:  Yes, I think we're
  


10   trying to work out a date and a location.  Again,
  


11   that's important that it be a date that you're all
  


12   available.  And I've kicked around locations in
  


13   Hartford, East Hartford, West Hartford.
  


14                  So Linda has been working on
  


15   that -- in the evening.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I think
  


17   Linda was -- the evening, Central Connecticut.  So
  


18   that's not solidified yet, but it will be soon.
  


19   We should nail down that, that date.
  


20                  NICK NEELEY:  And in addition to
  


21   that I've also spoken to CCM directly and COST
  


22   directly.  And they would like to get a
  


23   presentation into their members in some form, but
  


24   they're really not prepared to do anything right
  


25   now until the budget is in place.







24


 1                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Nick, we
  


 2   could host it at 79 Elm Street.  I mean, the
  


 3   auditorium works quite well.
  


 4                  NICK NEELEY:  That was the other
  


 5   thing.  Actually, Corinne, you had brought up that
  


 6   idea doing 79 Elm.
  


 7                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And evening
  


 8   parking is not a challenge.
  


 9                  NICK NEELEY:  Unless -- you've just
  


10   got to check and make sure there's nothing at the
  


11   Bushnell.
  


12                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Do you keep
  


13   security in the evening, though?
  


14                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  If there's an
  


15   event, they'll stay.
  


16                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Either that or the
  


17   LOB.
  


18                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  They close at
  


19   five right now.
  


20                  NICK NEELEY:  So that, the DEEP one
  


21   will work well.  She's right.  There's good
  


22   parking there.
  


23                  THE CHAIRMAN:  That's fine.
  


24                  LORI MATHIEU:  So that's it.  The
  


25   other one that we have in the calendar is the
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 1   Connecticut Section CWWA annual meeting
  


 2   October 20th -- right?  October 24th?
  


 3                  John?
  


 4                  JOHN HUDAK:  It's on my calendar.
  


 5                  LORI MATHIEU:  Twenty-fourth, 23rd?
  


 6   Yes?
  


 7                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We should definitely
  


 8   have some enrolling out there.
  


 9                  LORI MATHIEU:  So we've been sort
  


10   of invited.  We've kind of invited ourselves.  So
  


11   we'll be there.  Right, John?
  


12                  So that's October twenty-?
  


13                  JOHN HUDAK:  Twenty-fourth.
  


14                  LORI MATHIEU:  So that's all I
  


15   have.
  


16                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything else?
  


17                  LORI MATHIEU:  No.
  


18                  THE CHAIRMAN:  You've done a
  


19   fantastic job with this, and really in a short
  


20   period of time accomplished a lot of ground.  So
  


21   much appreciated.
  


22                  LORI MATHIEU:  Well, there is one
  


23   more thing.
  


24                  So Elaine from CDM was ever so kind
  


25   to give me four more copies of the plan.  So the
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 1   idea was one for the governor, the governor's
  


 2   staff, and then one for each one of the --
  


 3                  So Jonathan Hampton, Mary Mushinsky
  


 4   and Jonathan Steinberg.  So I have them in my
  


 5   office.  We have to figure out how to get them to
  


 6   them.
  


 7                  One idea was to wait for their, you
  


 8   know -- for Jonathan Steinberg we can hand it to
  


 9   him next week, but how do we want to get these
  


10   plans --
  


11                  NICK NEELEY:  Hampton next week.
  


12                  LORI MATHIEU:  Hampton, I'm sorry.
  


13   Hampton next week in Simsbury.
  


14                  So I have the copies and I'm going
  


15   to make sure that we get them out sooner rather
  


16   than later to these state representatives.  So any
  


17   ideas and thoughts, that would be more than
  


18   welcome.
  


19                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  They may be in
  


20   Hartford next week, so we can certainly give that
  


21   to them.  If you give them to me I will get them
  


22   to them.
  


23                  LORI MATHIEU:  Very good.  Good.  I
  


24   will bring them over this afternoon.
  


25                  Thank you.
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 1                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Have we gotten
  


 2   copies for the state library?
  


 3                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, yes.
  


 4   Definitely.
  


 5                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, we did.  They
  


 6   have two copies, the state library.
  


 7                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Did you get, like, a
  


 8   receipt and documentation?
  


 9                  LORI MATHIEU:  We have
  


10   documentation and a letter, and a memo.
  


11                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Very well done.
  


12                  CORINNE FITTING:  Except that I
  


13   think the ones that went to the state library,
  


14   they have them out because they have to be bound
  


15   properly, or something.  So they're not actually
  


16   available to anybody.  They're out of circulation.
  


17                  So that's a problem.
  


18                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  I mean, we
  


19   can't change the state library's procedures, so --
  


20   but it is available online and libraries, they can
  


21   provide Internet access to people to get to it
  


22   online.
  


23                  CORINNE FITTING:  The point of
  


24   having it at the state library was to have a hard
  


25   copy available that people could go and check out,
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 1   but that didn't work.
  


 2                  JUDY ALLEN:  Well, it will be out
  


 3   of circulation for a few weeks to go through this
  


 4   cataloging process.
  


 5                  He told me that if you go in he
  


 6   will try and pull it out for you to read.  So if
  


 7   you ask, you have to ask specifically, can they
  


 8   get it for you?
  


 9                  LORI MATHIEU:  So it is available
  


10   if you go there and ask for the document?  Yeah,
  


11   that's what I thought.  Right.  Okay.  Good.
  


12   That's good.
  


13                  JUDY ALLEN:  You may have to hunt
  


14   for it.
  


15                  CORINNE FITTING:  Sorry.  I
  


16   misunderstood.
  


17                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Anything
  


18   else?
  


19                  (No response.)
  


20                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


21                  We're going to move on to the Water
  


22   Planning Council advisory group report.
  


23                  Margaret and John?
  


24                  JOHN HUDAK:  Sure.  Good afternoon.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.
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 1                  JOHN HUDAK:  A few updates.
  


 2   Margaret actually ran down all 20 of our members
  


 3   to find out their interest in continuing.  We did
  


 4   get a resignation from Bob Young.  We do have a
  


 5   candidate in mind, which we would like you to
  


 6   appoint today if you can.
  


 7                  Also our energy rep, Robert Spooner
  


 8   is probably going to step down as well.  Others
  


 9   had, you know, others committed to at least
  


10   continuing on either temporarily or until they can
  


11   find an alternate, but I would say our attendance
  


12   at the last meeting was very good.
  


13                  Out of 20 members, or 19 remaining
  


14   or 18, we had 16 in attendance and 4 alternates.
  


15   But we would like to appoint Pat Kearney as Bob's
  


16   replacement from Manchester, at your pleasure.
  


17                  MARGARET MINER:  You all know?  You
  


18   all got word about that from Bob about Pat
  


19   Kearney?  No?
  


20                  NICK NEELEY:  No.
  


21                  JOHN HUDAK:  We went through Bruce.
  


22                  MARGARET MINER:  So Pat Kearney is
  


23   at Manchester Utilities and he replaced Bob Young
  


24   there.  He has 20 years of experience there, or
  


25   so, and I believe he worked at DPH for a stint
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 1   prior to going to the utility.
  


 2                  He asked for lots of materials,
  


 3   what we're working on and Bruce Wittchen was --
  


 4                  THE CHAIRMAN:  We do have it.
  


 5   Thank you, Garrett.  We have an e-mail right in
  


 6   front of us here.
  


 7                  MARGARET MINER:  He seemed to us
  


 8   very qualified and very interested.
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, as long as
  


10   he's indicated a willingness to serve?
  


11                  MARGARET MINER:  Yes, definitely.
  


12                  LORI MATHIEU:  And Pat would
  


13   fill -- he would fill which?
  


14                  JOHN HUDAK:  The municipal water.
  


15                  LORI MATHIEU:  Municipal water.
  


16                  MARGARET MINER:  And you have to
  


17   look if it's middle -- Manchester has both water
  


18   and wastewater, so we've kind of fudged on that.
  


19   So we just need to check --
  


20                  JOHN HUDAK:  Well, Tom Tyler is the
  


21   wastewater person from MDC.
  


22                  MARGARET MINER:  I've got it
  


23   switched around.  So he'll be the regular utility
  


24   rep for Manchester.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Do I hear a motion
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 1   to appoint Pat Kearney?
  


 2                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.
  


 3                  LORI MATHIEU:  Second.
  


 4                  THE CHAIRMAN:  A motion made and
  


 5   seconded that Pat Kearney be appointed to the
  


 6   Water Planning Council advisory group.
  


 7                  Any questions or comments?
  


 8                  (No response.)
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in
  


10   favor signify by saying, aye.
  


11                  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


12                  THE CHAIRMAN:  The motion is
  


13   carried, and we will notify Pat and welcome him to
  


14   the WPCAG.
  


15                  JOHN HUDAK:  Thank you.
  


16                  In other news, we have three
  


17   subcommittees.
  


18                  MARGARET MINER:  Yes.
  


19                  Well, before we move from
  


20   membership, I had suggested Fred Klein, who you
  


21   all probably remember.  He came here representing
  


22   Aquarion a couple years ago.  He's head of the
  


23   Connecticut Power and Energy Association.  It's a
  


24   private group.  They give very good dinners and
  


25   seminars.
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 1                  So I thought either he would be a
  


 2   possible candidate, or he would know someone.  And
  


 3   I don't think we followed up on that, but if
  


 4   you -- if you all would like us to follow up on
  


 5   that, we certainly could.
  


 6                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So this is for
  


 7   the energy seat?
  


 8                  MARGARET MINER:  This would be for
  


 9   the energy.
  


10                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yeah.  I mean,
  


11   if you have candidates I think I would also like
  


12   to reach out to the governor's office and see if
  


13   they have candidates as well.
  


14                  MARGARET MINER:  So will you do
  


15   that?
  


16                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yeah, I'll
  


17   reach out to the governor's office.  But if you
  


18   have candidates I think we'd be happy to see those
  


19   as well.
  


20                  MARGARET MINER:  Okay.  Thank you.
  


21                  JOHN HUDAK:  So we formed three
  


22   subcommittees at the last meeting with the
  


23   discussion in part held by Larry Bingaman's e-mail
  


24   from July.
  


25                  One is going to be concerning
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 1   operating procedures for the Water Planning
  


 2   Council advisory group.  Everybody on the group
  


 3   thought it was a good idea, and so we formed a
  


 4   group and it's going to report back at our next
  


 5   meeting in a couple of weeks.
  


 6                  There's also been some discussion
  


 7   about our membership composition with all the
  


 8   moving about over the past few years.  Nobody has
  


 9   really, I think, a hundred percent tracked what
  


10   interests each person on the advisory group
  


11   represents as far as the statutory charge goes.
  


12   So we have a subcommittee working on that, too.
  


13                  Lastly, our third subcommittee,
  


14   it's kind of building on Len DeJong's concept
  


15   paper he presented at the last meeting and your
  


16   request to kind of refine this concept and look at
  


17   others.  We did look at Len's and two other
  


18   potential models.  We decided to hone in on one in
  


19   particular suggested by Virginia de Lima.
  


20                  So in the past three weeks Len,
  


21   Virginia and I have worked diligently to refine
  


22   the concept.  We submitted to you a concept paper
  


23   last Friday.  I don't know if you've gotten an
  


24   opportunity to review it as of yet, but it really
  


25   builds on the concepts diagrammed in to the state
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 1   water plan flowchart, maybe with some variations,
  


 2   but it's framing the implementation advisory
  


 3   group.
  


 4                  In that chart is a standing
  


 5   workgroup study and it examines scientific and
  


 6   policy approaches for implementing the
  


 7   recommendations in the plan.
  


 8                  The workgroup would include, you
  


 9   know as suggested, Water Planning Council, agency
  


10   members, advisory group members and subject matter
  


11   experts who can bring whatever knowledge and
  


12   expertise they have for a particular issue to the
  


13   process.  It's anticipated we could have a spinoff
  


14   of subgroups, even bringing in additional external
  


15   experts as needed to tackle a particular
  


16   recommendation.
  


17                  And then we tried to spell out
  


18   roles in the paper as well.  The advisory group
  


19   would essentially serve as a stakeholder voice to
  


20   the process, working closely with the workgroup to
  


21   ensuring that stakeholder interests were
  


22   considered in recommendations to the Council.
  


23                  The advisory group would also work
  


24   with the Water Planning Council to prioritize and
  


25   draft assignments and recruit members for the
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 1   workgroup as necessary.
  


 2                  You'll see in the paper there's a
  


 3   communications diagram.  We purposely avoided
  


 4   presenting it as an organizational chart, or as a
  


 5   hierarchy.  The advisory group and the workgroup
  


 6   would ultimately receive their direction from the
  


 7   Council.
  


 8                  And on the second page you'll see
  


 9   we included a high-level case example of how a
  


10   particular recommendation might be worked through.
  


11   It is hypothetical.  It's not a recommendation of
  


12   this particular issue which was obsolete
  


13   registrations go through this process, but just to
  


14   illustrate how it might work.
  


15                  It starts off with, the Council
  


16   determining the retiring of obsolete registration
  


17   as a high priority.
  


18                  Two, the advisory group assists in
  


19   identifying and recruiting additional members for
  


20   the workgroup.
  


21                  Three, the Council refers the
  


22   recommendation to the workgroup.  The workgroup
  


23   convenes, assigns possibly one or more
  


24   subcommittees as necessary to tackle and research
  


25   the matter.  And then they draft up
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 1   recommendations that go back to the advisory group
  


 2   as being the stakeholder review.
  


 3                  And you know, in a perfect world
  


 4   the two marry and you guys give recommendations
  


 5   that both groups support, but if not there would
  


 6   be some kind of representation of those positions.
  


 7                  And then it's up to the Council to
  


 8   either accept the report and the recommendations
  


 9   or to -- and move forward, or send it back to the
  


10   workgroup for further comment.
  


11                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Reaction?
  


12                  LORI MATHIEU:  So I haven't read
  


13   the details.  How do you see the workgroup and the
  


14   advisory committee working together?
  


15                  JOHN HUDAK:  Well, there would be
  


16   members of the advisory group on the workgroup.  I
  


17   would expect that's where the most intensive
  


18   exchange of communication would take place.
  


19                  Additionally, the workgroup -- we
  


20   would expect the chair or chairs of the workgroup
  


21   to report monthly at the advisory group's meeting
  


22   and the Water Planning Council's meeting.
  


23                  And then when it got down to draft
  


24   recommendations or substantive deliverables those
  


25   would also go to the advisory group for review,
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 1   because it's expected to be a wider stakeholder
  


 2   audience than participating in the workgroup
  


 3   itself.
  


 4                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Nick?
  


 5                  NICK NEELEY:  So I have a question.
  


 6   So the timing of this, so this group would start
  


 7   the work after the Legislature adopted the plan?
  


 8                  JOHN HUDAK:  Yeah, that would be
  


 9   the intent, when the plan implementation would
  


10   begin.  And if Len -- or Virginia has anything to
  


11   add, please do.
  


12                  VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I think a
  


13   follow-up to your question, Lori, of the role of
  


14   the advisory group.
  


15                  Because it represents a wide suite
  


16   of stakeholders they would be looking at it asking
  


17   two very basic questions.  Does this make sense?
  


18   And will it work?  And getting the perspective of
  


19   the various stakeholders on those two questions
  


20   before the recommendations of the workgroup were
  


21   finalized to go to you folks.
  


22                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So in many ways
  


23   it's sort of modeled off the other state's
  


24   workgroup.  Correct?  In terms of a group that was
  


25   working, had a specific charge, developed
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 1   recommendations, and in that place actually sort
  


 2   of finalized the report, but this would be
  


 3   recommendations back up to the Water Planning
  


 4   Council.
  


 5                  JOHN HUDAK:  Yeah, I can use that
  


 6   as an example.  Also, I'd like to think of it as
  


 7   kind of a combined science, technology and policy
  


 8   workgroup where you have that, you know, a
  


 9   resource of expertise sitting there that can be,
  


10   you know, formed, you know, whatever tactical
  


11   panels to go after something.
  


12                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So with the
  


13   policies and procedures group that is looking at
  


14   issues and the membership group combined with
  


15   this, I think it provides a very stable platform
  


16   as we move forward for implementation.
  


17                  And I really appreciate the thought
  


18   that went into putting this together and sort of
  


19   the framework around it.  And I think that analogy
  


20   is a very good one, John, in terms of sort of the
  


21   best of both worlds moving forward.
  


22                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much
  


23   for putting that together.  I think that this is
  


24   something we don't have to act on today, but it's
  


25   a good framework moving forward.
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 1                  JOHN HUDAK:  If you do have any
  


 2   thoughts please get them to us.
  


 3                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  I think that
  


 4   we can digest this, and as we move forward we can
  


 5   get --
  


 6                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So what is the
  


 7   right time step, Jack, for probably doing that
  


 8   just to be able to provide the advisory group some
  


 9   feedback and to know, do they need to get anything
  


10   back to us?  Do we want to get something to them?
  


11                  Just I want to make sure we keep
  


12   things moving as we go forward.
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I would hope we get
  


14   something back to them, you know, before their --
  


15   and when is your next meeting?
  


16                  JOHN HUDAK:  Margaret?  The 23rd,
  


17   or something.
  


18                  MARGARET MINER:  The third Tuesday.
  


19   I'll have to take a look.
  


20                  Two weeks from today.
  


21                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And when do you
  


22   think the policies and procedures might be ready
  


23   to come to the Water Planning Council and the
  


24   membership recommendations?
  


25                  JOHN HUDAK:  That's a good
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 1   question.  I don't know if that group has convened
  


 2   yet.  They're going to be reporting back at our
  


 3   next meeting, but we can try to rush them along
  


 4   for either the next meeting or maybe the following
  


 5   one.
  


 6                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's a
  


 7   good point in terms of I think we all agree up
  


 8   here that I think we need to get the policy and
  


 9   procedures in place before we sign off on an
  


10   implementation plan.  So I think that's important.
  


11                  I would say that if we get some
  


12   more feedback in terms of the implementation plan
  


13   to you by our next meeting, and then I think
  


14   that's still -- by our next meeting.
  


15                  And I think that still gives you
  


16   plenty of time to go to your next meeting in
  


17   October.  We're still well within the timeframe
  


18   before we conclude the public comment period on
  


19   November 20th.
  


20                  Is everybody okay with that?
  


21                  LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I agree.  I
  


22   think it's important to see all the documents.  I
  


23   don't think we're in a big rush to get this done.
  


24   We have some time to be thoughtful about it.
  


25                  And so I would have some time to
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 1   take a look at it and vet it through my agency.
  


 2   So yeah, I think that makes sense.
  


 3                  THE CHAIRMAN:  At least a start.
  


 4                  LORI MATHIEU:  It's a great start.
  


 5                  THE CHAIRMAN:  It's an excellent
  


 6   start, and they put a lot of time and effort into
  


 7   this, so I want to be sensitive to that.  So I'd
  


 8   like to get our feedback to them.  Is that okay?
  


 9                  JOHN HUDAK:  That's great.  Thank
  


10   you.
  


11                  THE CHAIRMAN:  No.  Thank you very
  


12   much.
  


13                  Anything else?
  


14                  MARGARET MINER:  We have two groups
  


15   that are -- well, we have the watershed, that
  


16   drinking water watershed lands group that Karen
  


17   and I head up.  And we'll be meeting I believe on
  


18   the 15th probably in the morning.
  


19                  The drought, there's still need for
  


20   work on drought management.  Bruce Wittchen
  


21   reported to us on what was happening with the
  


22   interagency drought management group, however I do
  


23   not have a clear recollection of exactly -- the
  


24   timeline seemed to be a little drawn out, but
  


25   maybe Lori Mathieu, you could explain where we
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 1   are.
  


 2                  Our drought group is really waiting
  


 3   on the interagency drought management group.
  


 4   We're in limbo with our --
  


 5                  LORI MATHIEU:  We're actually --
  


 6   Eric is on the agenda for under old business, item
  


 7   seven, the drought report update.
  


 8                  So we met and he has lots of good
  


 9   stuff to talk about.
  


10                  MARGARET MINER:  Good.
  


11                  So the only one that's active,
  


12   that's specifically WPCAG, is the watershed -- the
  


13   drinking water watershed lands group, which is
  


14   Karen and I.
  


15                  And that group looks at issues
  


16   involving class-one and class-two lands and
  


17   class-one and class-two-like lands, lands that
  


18   would be class-one and class-two if they were
  


19   owned by a water company.
  


20                  LORI MATHIEU:  Jack, if I might ask
  


21   a question about the lands group?
  


22                  So you've been around a long time,
  


23   worked on a lot of important changes and updates
  


24   and items and issues.  Is there anything on your
  


25   agenda to think about?  Are you thinking about
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 1   anything in particular?
  


 2                  MARGARET MINER:  The agenda -- and
  


 3   Karen, help me if I forget some item.
  


 4                  The regional water authority had
  


 5   announced the sale of a couple of properties that
  


 6   have historic buildings on them.  I think we'll
  


 7   get a report from CFE maybe directly, or from Kirk
  


 8   Johnson on what that arrangement was.
  


 9                  Paul Zagorsky who -- I said, don't
  


10   come to the meeting.  You can come to our
  


11   watershed lands meeting group.  So Paul Zagorsky
  


12   will probably come from New Britain.
  


13                  We have -- and we'll have some kind
  


14   of report on the state water plan, how it, you
  


15   know, what kind of attention is given to drinking
  


16   water lands, recharge lands, and probably look at
  


17   the plan of conservation and development with the
  


18   same -- through the same lense with attention to
  


19   what the protections are for source water lands,
  


20   which we hope will be strong.
  


21                  LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So part of
  


22   the group's mission then would be to review the
  


23   draft plan and provide some input and some
  


24   thoughts as to --
  


25                  MARGARET MINER:  Right.  To get
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 1   some reaction, or at least point people to the
  


 2   sections where it's discussed and see if we can
  


 3   get any preliminary reaction.
  


 4                  Ditto with the plan of conservation
  


 5   and development.  If people haven't even looked at
  


 6   it yet, say -- well, here's where water is
  


 7   discussed.  Be sure you're aware of it.  Do you
  


 8   have a reaction now or will you?  And this is how
  


 9   you comment.
  


10                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?
  


11                  LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, thank you.
  


12                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything else on the
  


13   Water Planning Council advisory group?
  


14                  (No response.)
  


15                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


16   Keep busy there.
  


17                  Under old business, executive
  


18   session, we're not going to have one.
  


19                  Under old business, Eric, you're
  


20   going to give a drought report update?
  


21                  I'm sorry.  Wait a minute.  One
  


22   second.  I'm sorry.  I moved ahead here.  I'm
  


23   going to -- discussion of the remaining funds.
  


24   One second.
  


25                  Garrett.  Garrett, go ahead.
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 1                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  So discussion
  


 2   of the remaining funds.  I brought the wrong
  


 3   folder.  I don't have the exact budget with me
  


 4   about the dollar amount.  We've discussed it
  


 5   before, but it's on hold right now pending how we
  


 6   determine to spend those funds.
  


 7                  We had a discussion about saving
  


 8   that to be able to pay to make changes to the plan
  


 9   based on the volume of comments we received and
  


10   the changes we need to make.  There is discussion
  


11   underway about potential other funding sources as
  


12   well.
  


13                  I believe CDM has spoken to the
  


14   Army Corps of Engineers about potential funding
  


15   available -- availability.  The Chair is, I
  


16   believe, going to be speaking with them this week
  


17   to learn what they learned, and I think that will
  


18   provide us with a way forward there.
  


19                  If there's opportunity, hopefully
  


20   the Army Corps will be able to assist us, but for
  


21   right now there's no update other than we've held
  


22   on, on the funding portion at OPM's side.
  


23                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
  


24                  In terms of -- we talked a little
  


25   bit earlier about comments on the plan, how we're
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 1   going to handle comments on the plan, if people
  


 2   have a question.  Once we do our webinar and
  


 3   people -- I mean, how are we going to respond?
  


 4                  LORI MATHIEU:  So the statute
  


 5   speaks to gathering written and oral comments and
  


 6   producing a report on how we addressed those
  


 7   comments.
  


 8                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


 9                  LORI MATHIEU:  And so any
  


10   adjustments to the plan will have to be made and
  


11   then we'll have to write a report that goes along
  


12   with it.  I would imagine we would have to review
  


13   and fully vet and then publish right at the end of
  


14   this year.
  


15                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.
  


16                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  And I just
  


17   wanted to say, too, I think the last time we saw
  


18   some of the comments that came in, it was early
  


19   on.  Eric sent some around, I believe, and people
  


20   commented that they appreciated the easier
  


21   submission of the comments, I think is what one of
  


22   the comments was.
  


23                  So it seems like people are finding
  


24   the system intuitive to submit their comments.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I think our first
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 1   comment was actually -- which was very nice.
  


 2                  I see a couple hands in the
  


 3   audience.  Virginia?
  


 4                  VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  The comment
  


 5   webpage as it's set up now is very easy to use for
  


 6   just narrative comments, overview comments.  In
  


 7   terms of specific comments it -- Corinne mentioned
  


 8   to me that those would be better done in an
  


 9   attachment loaded into that website.
  


10                  I think it would be helpful if you
  


11   all provided some kind of a spreadsheet similar to
  


12   what CDM Smith had for comments earlier to enable
  


13   people with specific comments, you know, on
  


14   page 36, such and such.  That would be very
  


15   helpful.
  


16                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
  


17                  LORI MATHIEU:  So Corinne, I don't
  


18   know.  We specifically avoided this spreadsheet
  


19   concept -- sorry, CDM -- but for the reason to try
  


20   to make it simple for people, as simple as
  


21   possible.
  


22                  So I don't know what your thoughts
  


23   are on that, Corinne.  I know you worked hard to
  


24   set this up.  So --
  


25                  CORINNE FITTING:  Well, I think
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 1   Virginia is right.  In terms of if people want to
  


 2   make a single comment or an overall comment what
  


 3   we've got going is easy.
  


 4                  I think we can accept comments in
  


 5   any sort of form.  So if -- in a document to be
  


 6   uploaded, I had suggested a spreadsheet.  I think
  


 7   we could probably come up with a sample maybe that
  


 8   people could use if they wanted to.  They wouldn't
  


 9   have to.
  


10                  It could be -- because you can
  


11   upload a document.  And just so people know, every
  


12   week we're checking on Mondays -- on Tuesday this
  


13   week -- for new comments and updating what's --
  


14   anything that's come in we're posting to the
  


15   website each week.  So people can at least see the
  


16   other comments that people have been.  But I think
  


17   we could do sort of a sample based on CDM's.
  


18                  VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I think looking
  


19   out for the sanity of whoever is actually tasked
  


20   with incorporating those comments, if there was a
  


21   consistent format that they were being submitted,
  


22   it would make the person's life much easier, than
  


23   if this spreadsheet was different from this
  


24   spreadsheet, was different from that
  


25   spreadsheet -- coming from different folks.







49


 1                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we have six
  


 2   comments today, from my understanding.
  


 3                  LORI MATHIEU:  Six?
  


 4                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Six.
  


 5                  VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I was going to
  


 6   say, you haven't heard from a lot of people.
  


 7                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I'm just
  


 8   telling what officially -- my understanding is we
  


 9   have six comments so far.
  


10                  MARGARET MINER:  So in the
  


11   Legislature there's a process for amending your
  


12   testimony.  You know, sometimes the bill changes
  


13   to a totally different topic, and in terms of
  


14   combining comments I wonder if you would think
  


15   about a process by which someone could amend or
  


16   combine previous comments into one test document
  


17   of testimony.
  


18                  I saw one agency comment, which was
  


19   a very nice comment -- but said that luckily
  


20   Connecticut hasn't had a serious drought in recent
  


21   years.  And I didn't know whether to ask Lori to
  


22   respond to that, but I'm sure I made comments like
  


23   that, too, that I would like an opportunity to
  


24   correct if somebody pointed them out to me.  So I
  


25   just wonder if that process will be possible.
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 1                  I think you would end up with a
  


 2   group of comments that would be easier to handle
  


 3   and more on target, but I'm not sure -- but I'm
  


 4   just suggesting that.
  


 5                  LORI MATHIEU:  I think what we'll
  


 6   do on Thursday, we can chat about it between our
  


 7   team and think it through.  Definitely we want to,
  


 8   to Virginia's point, keep it as simple as possible
  


 9   to be able to make revisions to the plan as
  


10   necessary and then fully understand.
  


11                  And to your point about the
  


12   comment, I think I know which letter you're
  


13   referring to.  I thought it was very well written
  


14   by a state agency and was glad to see a state, you
  


15   know, agency commissioner send us a letter, which
  


16   I thought was -- and it was nice.
  


17                  THE CHAIRMAN:  It was a nice
  


18   letter.
  


19                  LORI MATHIEU:  It was a very nice
  


20   letter on our plan.
  


21                  MARGARET MINER:  It was.
  


22                  LORI MATHIEU:  So, you know,
  


23   that's --
  


24                  MARGARET MINER:  It's, you know.
  


25   At any rate, there will be times I'm sure where
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 1   people might like to either amend or combine their
  


 2   comments.  So if they're put into one document and
  


 3   it becomes some kind of sequence as they appear in
  


 4   the water plan it might be easier for you.  And
  


 5   sometimes comments just become obsolete.
  


 6                  THE CHAIRMAN:  That's very true.
  


 7                  Yes?
  


 8                  JUDY ALLEN:  I may not be
  


 9   commenting correctly, but in terms of simplicity
  


10   what I have done -- and at least one of my
  


11   comments is a reference of a particular section.
  


12                  So I'm concerned if there's another
  


13   way that's going to be added to refer to a
  


14   particular section, I want to make sure I get my
  


15   comments in the right away.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  I think if you give
  


17   us a document, even if it's a Word document or a
  


18   spreadsheet, and you put down on page 5-72, here's
  


19   my comment, I think that's clear enough.  Right,
  


20   Corinne?  And we should be able to.
  


21                  But I think pinpointing to exactly
  


22   where you are looking at I think is important to
  


23   say.  So I think you're fine.
  


24                  GARRETT EUCALITTO:  But I also
  


25   think if anyone submits the comments through the
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 1   system we have in place now and they say on this
  


 2   page or in this section that's -- that's still
  


 3   accomplished the same thing in many respects.
  


 4                  So I think if you've already
  


 5   submitted comments referencing a specific page or
  


 6   section number I think it would be treated the
  


 7   exact same as if someone were to give an
  


 8   attachment.
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?  Now we're
  


10   going to move on to Eric.
  


11                  I promise, Eric, you're going to
  


12   come up this time and talk about the drought
  


13   report.
  


14                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  Eric Lindquist,
  


15   OPM.  Just to give a brief update on where we're
  


16   at, and I want to start with some background just
  


17   to bring everyone in the room up to speed in terms
  


18   of what had happened in the past and how we got to
  


19   where we are now.
  


20                  So back in September, about a year
  


21   ago, September 2, 2016, the former drought plan
  


22   workgroup, which had been commissioned by the
  


23   WPCAG, was cochaired by Virginia de Lima and
  


24   Denise Savageau, and it consisted of various state
  


25   agencies as well as municipal representation and







53


 1   others from outside the state government that
  


 2   worked together on updating the 2003 drought plan.
  


 3                  That was a task that was assigned
  


 4   by the Council back in, I believe it was 2012.  So
  


 5   this has been an ongoing thing for quite some
  


 6   time.  And that group did quite a bit of work in
  


 7   the years leading up to that submission date of
  


 8   September 2016.
  


 9                  And in my term of participation I
  


10   know that we got a lot accomplished, a lot
  


11   updated.  Virginia was really instrumental in
  


12   spearheading and keeping the ball rolling.  And so
  


13   when that document was submitted there was a cover
  


14   letter from the cochairs explaining the
  


15   significant changes that had been made as well as
  


16   areas where the plan was still deemed deficient
  


17   and in need of improvement.
  


18                  And so at the WPC's October 5,
  


19   2016, regular meeting you had debated that the
  


20   plan -- the revised plan as it was submitted --
  


21   and you elected to go to a public comment period,
  


22   60 days.  And it was decided at that time that
  


23   PURA would establish a separate docket for
  


24   collecting public comments on the drought plan,
  


25   and that comment period ended on December 16,
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 1   2016.
  


 2                  And that's when things really went
  


 3   idle for some time, and largely because we were in
  


 4   the middle of a significant drought situation that
  


 5   we were managing in accordance with the existing
  


 6   2003 drought plan.  And it was decided that things
  


 7   would be put on hold in terms of addressing those
  


 8   public comments until after the existing drought
  


 9   situation had come to an end and we could learn
  


10   any lessons that needed to be learned from that
  


11   experience.
  


12                  And so here we came into spring and
  


13   early summer of 2017 when the drought was
  


14   officially declared over.  And we had pressure
  


15   again to get that going on the revised plan based
  


16   on what we had learned from that episode.  And
  


17   that's where we're at now.
  


18                  We just met for the first time, a
  


19   brand-new subcommittee that really was put
  


20   together by the interagency drought workgroup.  So
  


21   just for clarity, the interagency drought
  


22   workgroup is the group, the five state agencies
  


23   that are responsible for implementing the plan,
  


24   whereas the old drought plan workgroup was
  


25   responsible for revising the drought plan, so
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 1   important to distinguish that.
  


 2                  And then we have this new
  


 3   subcommittee now that's meant to pick up on the
  


 4   work of the old drought plan workgroup.
  


 5                  So we have a couple -- we've
  


 6   identified a few priorities to focus on first, and
  


 7   they arise from issues that were -- these are
  


 8   issues that were brought up in the public comment
  


 9   period as well as acknowledged by the cochairs in
  


10   the cover letter back in September of 2016.
  


11                  And the first of which is the
  


12   interagency drought workgroup really needs to have
  


13   a better structured decision making process, the
  


14   authority better spelled out, how decisions are
  


15   made.  A little more formality brought to the
  


16   process, I think, is really the goal without
  


17   making it too formal.
  


18                  So we've started that discussion
  


19   and we'll see where that leads, but that ties into
  


20   really this idea of a drought task force which is
  


21   actually a component of the existing 2003 plan
  


22   that was never implemented.
  


23                  So in the current drought plan when
  


24   you get to a certain stage, it's the drought
  


25   warning stage, we're supposed to commission this
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 1   task force which would then take over for drought
  


 2   management operations, and that task force was
  


 3   never created to this day.
  


 4                  And so that's another priority that
  


 5   we've started discussing -- Lori was there at our
  


 6   first meeting -- as to what that task force should
  


 7   look like, who should be on it.  What should its
  


 8   responsibilities be compared to the interagency
  


 9   drought workgroup, the five agencies that
  


10   implement the plan?  And we had some great
  


11   discussion.
  


12                  The emergency management folks from
  


13   DESPP were in the room, had some great suggestions
  


14   for how we could link that task force into the
  


15   existing state response framework for emergency
  


16   management.  So we're exploring that avenue.
  


17                  And then the last priority we
  


18   discussed was obviously responding, how we're
  


19   going to respond and address the public comments
  


20   that were received last fall.  So we'll be looking
  


21   at those comments and making adjustments and
  


22   recommended changes to the plan as needed, and
  


23   then ultimately submitting another revised
  


24   recommended plan to the Council.
  


25                  It's unclear what that timeline
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 1   should look like, so I'll leave it the Council to
  


 2   give me their thoughts as to what type of
  


 3   turnaround they would like to see and, you know,
  


 4   what we should be really focused on -- what do you
  


 5   view as the priorities for this?
  


 6                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, we've been
  


 7   working on this for quite some time.  So I think
  


 8   we really need to be somewhat aggressive in
  


 9   getting it completed.  I mean, that's my personal
  


10   opinion.
  


11                  We've talked about this.  I know we
  


12   had some diversions from it because of other
  


13   issues, particularly the drought coming up, but I
  


14   think that we -- time is of essence right now to
  


15   get it completed.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  And so we had a very
  


17   good meeting with the people from emergency
  


18   management.  And when we had that discussion we
  


19   started to realize that there's a lot of work to
  


20   do.
  


21                  And we know that the seven measures
  


22   don't work at this point.  And the stages and the
  


23   triggers that we've set have aged quite a bit.
  


24   So, more information is out there now.  The
  


25   drought monitor is available to us, but there's a







58


 1   new piece of information that I understand is out
  


 2   there on drought forecasting from NOAA.
  


 3                  And NOAA, and I ran into -- Garrett
  


 4   and I ran into at the NGA -- the National
  


 5   Governors Association Conference the beginning of
  


 6   August.  And there was a woman there from NOAA
  


 7   from Colorado, who spoke to this new drought
  


 8   forecasting model.  So we've been trying to
  


 9   capture attention and trying to have a discussion
  


10   with her.
  


11                  She said NOAA wants to bring this
  


12   new model forecasting model for drought to the
  


13   northeast, and wants to do a webinar in the fall.
  


14                  So I said, that's perfect, you
  


15   know.  So we all thought when we met last week
  


16   that that would be important to hear from them and
  


17   how that could be incorporated into the new state
  


18   plan.  So that's really an important aspect that
  


19   would probably turn around a little bit as to what
  


20   we traditionally have done.
  


21                  And we know as far as drinking
  


22   water systems go, that the reservoir capacity
  


23   information needed to be updated and we need to be
  


24   thinking about a different model and a different
  


25   metric for water systems.
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 1                  So we're, in the health department,
  


 2   working diligently on a new way of measuring
  


 3   system capacity.  And we've been working with all
  


 4   of our large systems on that metric for the last
  


 5   eight months.
  


 6                  So there's a lot of work to do, I
  


 7   think.  And I think this drought forecast model,
  


 8   which is similar to what Aquarion has moved
  


 9   forward with, would be important for us to look at
  


10   and possibly incorporate somewhat into this
  


11   revision.
  


12                  THE CHAIRMAN:  And I know you're
  


13   involved with that in Southwest Connecticut.
  


14   They've been very busy and very aggressive with
  


15   that.
  


16                  LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.
  


17   Aquarion has done an excellent job at changing
  


18   where they have been to possibly, you know, and
  


19   using today this new forecasting model.  And
  


20   they've been sharing that with us at the agency
  


21   level and we're very interested in that.
  


22                  But you know, the emergency
  


23   management people talked about this water task
  


24   force that was brought up under -- after, I think
  


25   after Irene and then Sandy.  They clearly needed a
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 1   water task force to be formed to deal with, not
  


 2   only the ongoing situation, but the aftermath of
  


 3   that.
  


 4                  So Brenda Bergeron brought that up
  


 5   a number of times, and we have to take a careful
  


 6   look at that.  How we interface with the SF-12 is
  


 7   an important aspect of this, because at some point
  


 8   we were leading into a stage-three.  We certainly
  


 9   needed to focus more on the governor's authority
  


10   when it came to that next stage.  And so what
  


11   decisions needed to be made in order to lead up
  


12   into that are important to this plan.
  


13                  So I think there's a lot of work to
  


14   do, and in certainly addressing the comments, but
  


15   also thinking about as far as there's six -- seven
  


16   state agencies involved here, and putting that
  


17   together is going to be important to listen to
  


18   every agency's needs.
  


19                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But I think it's
  


20   also important to put sort of a timeframe on it.
  


21   What would be an aggressive timeframe for getting
  


22   it done, so to set a goal for the group to get all
  


23   of the issues thoroughly vetted and addressed?
  


24                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  It's a tough
  


25   question to answer, because I believe this is year
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 1   five now since the Council originally called for a
  


 2   revised drought plan.
  


 3                  And there's a lot to debate because
  


 4   there's no such thing as a perfect plan and I
  


 5   think there's been a lot of people that have
  


 6   wanted it to become more of a perfect plan, but I
  


 7   don't see it ever getting there.  I think this is
  


 8   a point that Virginia and Denise, the cochairs of
  


 9   the former drought plan workgroup really stressed
  


10   when they submitted the revised plan last fall.
  


11                  Really the plan is going to need to
  


12   be a living document that is continually updated
  


13   on an as-needed basis as new technology evolves,
  


14   as data becomes more available, because there's
  


15   always going to be room for improvement.  So we've
  


16   got to get it to as good as we can knowing that
  


17   there's always going to be room for improvement
  


18   down the road.
  


19                  In terms of a timeframe, I know
  


20   Lori, you had mentioned the end of this year.
  


21                  LORI MATHIEU:  Well, to be fair to
  


22   the group, I'd like to -- because it's not just us
  


23   four agencies.  To be fair to the group, I think
  


24   maybe what we do is we go back to the whole group
  


25   and ask for maybe some thoughts on that.  Then we
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 1   can get back to the Water Planning Council maybe
  


 2   within the next couple of weeks.  I think, you
  


 3   know, there's input that's necessary for many
  


 4   agencies.
  


 5                  I would like to see a final draft
  


 6   by the end of the year.  I don't think that's
  


 7   doable because of staffing level, staffing
  


 8   resources.  You know, we don't have all the staff
  


 9   in the world to sit through this, but we are
  


10   committed.
  


11                  My agency is committed to
  


12   addressing comments and working on this as much as
  


13   we can to finish it before the end of the year.
  


14                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's a
  


15   reasonable suggestion, is to go back and see if
  


16   you can come back with a projected timeframe for
  


17   us.
  


18                  Thank you for that.  I mean, I know
  


19   that this has gone for quite some time, but
  


20   circumstances change, as we know.
  


21                  Yeah, Margaret?
  


22                  MARGARET MINER:  In terms of what
  


23   legislators have been looking for the last couple
  


24   of years, it's really primarily the drought -- of
  


25   course they have questions about that, but it's
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 1   the drought stages.
  


 2                  And I don't know if that could
  


 3   be -- if you can't get everything of your three
  


 4   bullets done, for instance, answering the comments
  


 5   and so forth, anything that would help with the
  


 6   drought stages -- now there may be less interest
  


 7   this year, because they'll have the water plan.
  


 8                  So there may be less interest than
  


 9   there was in the last two years, but that's
  


10   typically what we all trip up on, is we try to
  


11   say, or legislators, you know, try to say, well,
  


12   how do we -- should we -- what are our priorities
  


13   at stage three?  Well, we don't know, you know,
  


14   when the drought gets serious, but there's no way
  


15   in the statute to identify what that stage is.
  


16                  So I think that would be very
  


17   welcome when it's ready, and that does sound like
  


18   a tight schedule for such a lot of agencies, but
  


19   that part of it, people keep trying to, you know,
  


20   come up with some language and they can't.
  


21                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey?
  


22                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think Eric
  


23   sort of said something.  He didn't say it quite
  


24   like this, but don't let the perfect be the enemy
  


25   of the good, is in essence what you said.  So it
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 1   might make sense for the group to come up with a
  


 2   deadline for when they're going to finalize this
  


 3   round of the drought report plan.
  


 4                  And then understand it's going to
  


 5   be a living document, and as we learn more and we
  


 6   address it -- but we should be ready come next
  


 7   spring if it looks like we're headed into drought
  


 8   to be able to use the new drought plan to respond
  


 9   to what comes forward.
  


10                  So it's a little bit like that
  


11   triage.  How do we do what we can do now?  Get it
  


12   done, and then begin to immediately work on the
  


13   next iteration.
  


14                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.
  


15                  LORI MATHIEU:  And I think to
  


16   Margaret's point, one of the discussion points
  


17   that we had last week was how do you mesh the
  


18   utilities' drought triggers with the State's
  


19   drought triggers?
  


20                  Because it's very difficult to say
  


21   to anyone, oh, yes.  Utility A, B and C is fine,
  


22   but the governor is saying X, Y, and Z.
  


23                  MARGARET MINER:  Yes.
  


24                  LORI MATHIEU:  And so how does
  


25   that, you know, that's become a very difficult
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 1   message.  And so we talk about at some point they
  


 2   start to just merge, and at some point it's the
  


 3   authority of the governor to make these decisions.
  


 4                  And so we were leading into that at
  


 5   stage three, you know, the last drought we went
  


 6   through.  So that's an important point, as far as
  


 7   my agency goes, are the drought triggers and
  


 8   understanding them and working with our utilities
  


 9   to make sure that they're up to date and they have
  


10   critical time steps that everybody understands.
  


11                  MARGARET MINER:  Yes, the
  


12   legislators were kind of in despair when they
  


13   heard how many different kinds of drought triggers
  


14   there were, because there were some municipal as
  


15   well.
  


16                  So that would be very helpful to
  


17   get that straightened out.
  


18                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But also
  


19   remember that some of the implementation steps in
  


20   the state water plan are sort of looking
  


21   at drought planning.
  


22                  So you could get the plan done.
  


23   You could then do some iterative work under
  


24   implementation under the state water plan and
  


25   continue to improve it.
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 1                  JOHN HUDAK:  It also speaks to the
  


 2   importance of being able to regionalize droughts,
  


 3   because there will be differences among utilities
  


 4   among areas and among the time --
  


 5                  MARGARET MINER:  That was very good
  


 6   in the new plan.  Just one other thing that people
  


 7   were talking about was there's the governor's
  


 8   authority to declare a statewide drought, and then
  


 9   there's DPH's authority to create, do what you did
  


10   last year when you declared an emergency.
  


11                  That was a little confusing to
  


12   people.  So I think the language we were working
  


13   on said things like, as declared by the governor
  


14   and our DPH.  And then we cited the authority for
  


15   each, each agency, the governor and DPH.
  


16                  But if you're looking at
  


17   complications at reading the statute, it would be
  


18   good if that would be a little clearer, also.
  


19                  Some people say, oh, it's just the
  


20   governor, but no.  You do all have authority and I
  


21   think a couple of legislators wanted to be very
  


22   sure that DPH's authority would be active, as in
  


23   fact it turned out to be last year.
  


24                  But I just mentioned that it was
  


25   another confusing part of trying to deal with the
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 1   statutes.
  


 2                  LORI MATHIEU:  And so to your
  


 3   point, I think the plan needs to think about that,
  


 4   about how that works together.  You know, the
  


 5   commissioner of -- the department of public health
  


 6   authority is for a public health emergency.  It's
  


 7   so water systems do not run out of water,
  


 8   essentially.
  


 9                  And how that works with the
  


10   governor's authority needs to be thought through.
  


11   Absolutely, I agree.
  


12                  MARGARET MINER:  Yes.  And just a
  


13   clarity thing.  I didn't see any big problem
  


14   there, but people weren't quite sure who would be
  


15   the governing authority in certain situations.
  


16                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  To be
  


17   continued.  Lots more to talk about with the
  


18   drought plan.  Thank you very much, Eric.
  


19   Appreciate it.
  


20                  Lori, you have two final items
  


21   that -- you can give us a brief update on WUCC.
  


22                  LORI MATHIEU:  A very brief update
  


23   on the WUCC.  The WUCC continues into its second
  


24   year.  It's working carefully.  All three regions
  


25   are at the same stage.  They are working to draft
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 1   the integrated report, which is the third report
  


 2   of four documents of the WUCC process.  The drafts
  


 3   are due out sometime in December for comment.
  


 4                  And essentially, the integrated
  


 5   reports are the 50-year plan for the region, and
  


 6   they look at supply and demand.  They look at
  


 7   aquatic impacts, environmental impacts of sources
  


 8   of supply in the future, identification of future
  


 9   sources, identification of satellite management,
  


10   interconnections and what have you.  Water
  


11   conservation is another thing.
  


12                  So it's an interesting time to
  


13   still be involved with the WUCC process.  And I
  


14   hope any and all people that are interested can
  


15   continue to attend the monthly meetings for the
  


16   WUCC.
  


17                  The WUCC ends and the last document
  


18   is due to the department in the summer of next
  


19   year.  So that's the WUCC update.
  


20                  THE CHAIRMAN:  And water
  


21   conservation?
  


22                  LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, water
  


23   conservation.
  


24                  To Margaret's point on what we were
  


25   just talking about with trigger levels, my
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 1   commissioner has asked that I take a careful look
  


 2   at the trigger levels statewide with all of our
  


 3   utilities.  And so I've been thinking about how to
  


 4   do that and I'm going to be working with the
  


 5   Connecticut section, the sustainability committee
  


 6   which is chaired by Dave Kozminski -- who is not
  


 7   in the audience.
  


 8                  But the area here is to focus in on
  


 9   water, the trigger levels for water conservation
  


10   plans that are required as part of a water supply
  


11   plan under the statutes, and to assure that the
  


12   utilities that were required to produce those
  


13   plans have reviewed those trigger levels, have
  


14   taken a careful look at what happened last fall,
  


15   and then work with the agency to update those
  


16   trigger levels if necessary.
  


17                  So we're going to be convening, the
  


18   health department will be convening a group and
  


19   working with the water industry to start that work
  


20   this fall.  So I know water industry people in the
  


21   room are just hearing this.
  


22                  So the drought trigger level group
  


23   I'm going to be pulling together.  John, you'll be
  


24   hearing about this and maybe even tomorrow when
  


25   have the security meeting I'll be there.
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 1                  And we need to make sure that our
  


 2   90 or so utilities that produce water supply plans
  


 3   are addressing the letters that we've been sending
  


 4   out on drought triggers and drought trigger
  


 5   updates.  So that's an important aspect.
  


 6                  Margaret, as you mentioned, there's
  


 7   a lot of questions that legislators had for us at
  


 8   the health department about trigger levels and
  


 9   responsiveness.  So we need to look at that with
  


10   the water industry.  And then if changes need to
  


11   be made anywhere, whether it's in statute, in
  


12   regulation, at least we're going to ask the
  


13   utilities to take a very careful look at these
  


14   triggers.
  


15                  And we're possibly going to, Jack,
  


16   to your point, invite Aquarion in to talk to us as
  


17   a group about what their forecasting models look
  


18   like, and provide some assistance there.  So
  


19   taking it as, you know, kind of an after action of
  


20   the drought and impact to the water utilities
  


21   across the state, the large ones, anyway.
  


22                  So that's that.
  


23                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you
  


24   very much.
  


25                  Any public comment?  Yes?
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 1                  LINDA PAGANI:  Linda Pagani, a
  


 2   private citizen.
  


 3                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Come up here the
  


 4   microphone, please.
  


 5                  LINDA PAGANI:  From Bloomfield,
  


 6   Connecticut.  This is kind of just a housekeeping
  


 7   thing, but I was wondering if PURA and the Water
  


 8   Planning Council can publish the agendas as you
  


 9   used to?  There was no agenda published for this
  


10   meeting.
  


11                  Also, the publications page has
  


12   been out of service for several months.  So
  


13   there's no minutes.  There's none of that
  


14   information anymore available to the public.  And
  


15   I know on the page it says it's supposed to be --
  


16   it was supposed to be put back up on August 1st.
  


17                  It has been out of commission for
  


18   many months, it seems like.  And I know when you
  


19   go to the calendar and it opens up the separate
  


20   window, let's say, for this meeting, you used to
  


21   be able to just click on a link and either
  


22   download or look at the agenda.  So that would be
  


23   very helpful to the public, I think.
  


24                  NICK NEELEY:  I believe this agenda
  


25   for this meeting was published.
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 1                  LINDA PAGANI:  Where?
  


 2                  NICK NEELEY:  I can check, but it
  


 3   definitely was published, because I got an e-mail
  


 4   to me -- and I understand it was published, but
  


 5   I'll check with her.
  


 6                  LINDA PAGANI:  I looked everywhere.
  


 7   It really wasn't -- unless you're on the mailing
  


 8   list.
  


 9                  I mean, if that's what the public
  


10   has to do then maybe that could be something that
  


11   is sited, you know, on a very prominent place on
  


12   the CT.gov/water entry, page maybe.
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I think we
  


14   can easily -- and apologies, if you're having
  


15   difficulty getting this.  We can easily rectify
  


16   both.  I don't know what they -- we can get the
  


17   agenda, and as you can see, these meetings are
  


18   fully transcribed.
  


19                  So that's a public document that is
  


20   available.  So we'll make sure that's posted in a
  


21   prominent place relative to the Water Planning
  


22   Council.
  


23                  NICK NEELEY:  I will look at the
  


24   webpage when I get upstairs and make sure in the
  


25   future the agendas, the minutes and everything
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 1   else related to that will be on the on the CT.gov
  


 2   website.  So thank you for bringing that to our
  


 3   attention.
  


 4                  GAIL LUCCHINA:  Within the last few
  


 5   months Tyra has been adding the minutes when she
  


 6   sends the agenda, but that does go to the mailing
  


 7   list.  So I know we were having technical
  


 8   difficulties.
  


 9                  Maybe Eric can speak to that where
  


10   we could not post the minutes.  That's why Tyra
  


11   ended up -- but we'll see if anything changed with
  


12   that, Eric.
  


13                  ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So my
  


14   apologies.  There have been a couple issues,
  


15   webpage related issues that I've been working on
  


16   with DAS, but we've developed a workaround in the
  


17   short-term whereby you could then instruct them to
  


18   send an e-mail requesting any copies of the
  


19   minutes that are not available so we can get that
  


20   resolved.
  


21                  LINDA PAGANI:  But aside from
  


22   that I wanted to say -- to end on a positive note,
  


23   I mean, that site is just an absolute treasure
  


24   trove of information.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, thank you.
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 1                  LINDA PAGANI:  It's really
  


 2   fantastic.  I read all the white papers from
  


 3   there.  I don't know if they're still up from the
  


 4   water plan, but --
  


 5                  THE CHAIRMAN:  I believe they are.
  


 6   Yeah.
  


 7                  LINDA PAGANI:  Yeah.  So it's
  


 8   great.  Thank you.
  


 9                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, very thank you
  


10   very much.
  


11                  Margaret, do you have a question?
  


12                  MARGARET MINER:  I was just going
  


13   to say, the minutes are important.  People say,
  


14   well, what happened at the meeting?  And that's a
  


15   strain, a stress on my memory.  What happened?
  


16                  It's very nice to have the minutes,
  


17   and perhaps if it's not possible to post them,
  


18   there could be a place where people could request
  


19   to have them sent to them.  You know, even if
  


20   they're not up you can request to have them
  


21   mailed.
  


22                  THE CHAIRMAN:  But we can post
  


23   them.  Yes, absolutely.
  


24                  MARGARET MINER:  Thanks.
  


25                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other public
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 1   comment?  Any other public comment?
  


 2                  (No response.)
  


 3                  THE CHAIRMAN:  If there's no other
  


 4   public comment, our next meeting will be held
  


 5   October 3rd at 1:30 here.
  


 6                  And Ms. Lucchina, we have to get a
  


 7   notice -- or Mr. Neeley, that we're meeting
  


 8   Friday, there's a public -- so we put that, and
  


 9   send that into the Secretary of State, that we're
  


10   going to be meeting at DPH for the purposes of
  


11   the --
  


12                  NICK NEELEY:  Developing a webinar.
  


13                  THE CHAIRMAN:  It's a meeting.
  


14                  Because Betsey would yell at me if
  


15   I don't do that.  She would catch me on that.
  


16                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  There's your
  


17   sticky, Jack.  I had already written it down.
  


18                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, look at that.
  


19   See, I beat you to it.
  


20                  Okay.  Anything else to come before
  


21   us today?
  


22                  (No response.)
  


23                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Again, thanks to the
  


24   outreach group for a job very well done.  You've
  


25   done a terrific job.  I really appreciate
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 1   everything that you've done in, again, in a short
  


 2   period of time.
  


 3                  I think we have a really good
  


 4   direction moving forward -- and also to the Water
  


 5   Planning Council advisory group for the work that
  


 6   you have done in terms of looking at policy and
  


 7   procedures.
  


 8                  I've looked at that.  I think
  


 9   that's a great start and a great framework moving
  


10   forward, as well the suggestions for the
  


11   implementation plan.  So thank you.  Thank you.
  


12                  And with that, if there's nothing
  


13   else to come before us, a motion to adjourn?
  


14                  BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.
  


15                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Second.
  


16                  All those in favor?
  


17                  THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
  


18                  THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
  


19
  


20                  (Whereupon, the above proceedings
  


21   were concluded at 2:55 p.m.)
  


22
  


23
  


24
  


25
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We call this meeting

 2  of the Water Planning Council for September 5th to

 3  order.

 4                 The first order of business is

 5  going to be an update on the plan in terms of

 6  outreach.  As you know, the outreach plan is

 7  between November 20th and -- oh, I'm sorry.  Now

 8  through November 20th.

 9                 I spoke to the AARP in North Haven

10  several weeks ago.  There are about, what?  Fifty

11  people there, Nick?

12                 NICK NEELEY:  Yeah, 50.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  At least 50 people

14  there.  It was very well received, lots of

15  questions and more to come in terms of doing

16  outreach with the senior citizens.  So I was very

17  pleased.  They seemed very engaged, lots of

18  questions.

19                 Thank you, Betsey.  Betsey followed

20  up on a few questions that were asked of us, and

21  really good questions, actually.  And I enjoyed it

22  very much.

23                 Any other comments about any --

24  you've done some.

25                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, the recent
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� 1  events?

 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  So I along -- with

 4  myself and Linda for RO, attended the Southeastern

 5  Council of Governments meeting on August 23rd.

 6  And there were quite a few chief elected officials

 7  there in attendance, and we presented for about

 8  20, 30 minutes.

 9                 We had received quite a bit of

10  comments.  We had changed around the core

11  presentation to, you know, the second slide was a

12  question to the chief elected officials.  You

13  know, what are your concerns about water?

14                 So that spurred on an awful lot of

15  conversation between the elected officials.  They

16  had a lot of questions, and usually with elected

17  officials what comes to mind is things that they

18  hear that are issues and problems.

19                 So they brought up things about

20  water main extensions, storm water permitting.  So

21  we have talked about that -- and Corinne is here.

22  We talked about that during one of our conference

23  calls after that particular meeting.  And Linda is

24  writing up the questions that we received.

25                 So there's a lot of interest in
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� 1  water, and once you get them thinking about it

 2  they do bring up even more questions, because they

 3  start thinking about any and all water projects

 4  within their towns, that affect their towns and

 5  their water needs within their towns.

 6                 And why can't the State work fast

 7  enough?  And how is the plan going to affect that,

 8  that particular project that happens to be in

 9  their town?

10                 So I think it was a good experience

11  with that group of elected officials.  And once we

12  get involved with more discussions with chief

13  elected officials I think -- we're putting that

14  slide, asking any questions about issues at the

15  end of the presentation, because we don't want

16  that to get in the middle of the discussion.  We

17  want to present and educate first, and then have

18  the broader discussion.

19                 So it went well.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good.

21                 Okay.  We're going to go right to

22  the outreach team.

23                 LORI MATHIEU:  So Linda is out

24  today.  We're going to ask Eric, Corinne, Nick and

25  Gail to come on up and have a seat, and we can
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� 1  have a brief discussion, if you don't mind.

 2                 So we've been meeting on a weekly

 3  basis and we had our first face-to-face meeting

 4  last week at OPM's offices and it went very, very

 5  well.  Our focus has been a number of things,

 6  making sure that we're covering every council of

 7  government meeting.  We -- on that topic, I think

 8  we still have a few, Gail to --

 9                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Yes.

10                 LORI MATHIEU:  -- to nail down, but

11  we're working hard on that.

12                 And between Gail and Linda, I think

13  we've done a great job at scheduling.  It's not

14  easy, and we're trying to make sure that at

15  least -- obviously, at least one of us on the

16  Council can be there, if not two.

17                 And then we talk a lot about notes,

18  and keeping notes about questions.  We think that

19  that's important.  So just going alone by yourself

20  would probably be difficult because you need

21  somebody there to take some notes, because they

22  bring up good questions.

23                 So also I know Nick on the other,

24  another topic, Nick has been working hard with the

25  state representatives and the three towns on
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� 1  pulling together public meetings.

 2                 So I don't know, Nick, if you

 3  wanted to mention a little bit about that?

 4                 NICK NEELEY:  Sure.  So we have

 5  confirmed to -- we've got several people that have

 6  offered and said they would host one of these

 7  legislative public meetings.

 8                 We're at Hampton's next Wednesday.

 9                 And then we've got Jonathan

10  Steinberg.  We'll do something down in the

11  Westport area.  I've got to work on a date with

12  him.

13                 Mary Mushinsky will do something in

14  Wallingford in the fall.

15                 And Cathy Osten, the State Senator

16  from down in Southeast Connecticut.  And Paul

17  Formica who's chair of energy, and Heather Somers

18  who's chair of public health, one of the chairs of

19  public health, they'll do a joint one down in

20  Southeast Connecticut.

21                 So what I have right now is we'll

22  do it.  The dates, you know, unfortunately they're

23  still focused a lot of the time still on the

24  budget.  You know, so that's one of the challenges

25  is getting a date.
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� 1                 The second challenge is to try to

 2  find a date where it's possible for all four of

 3  you to be there.  What I saw from the schedule is

 4  there are, like, two dates between now and

 5  November when you're all available.  So we'll have

 6  to -- it will be a challenge and, you know, we'll

 7  make it work.

 8                 And I know, for example,

 9  Commissioner Betkoski, it's very important for

10  him.  I know one of them, he wants to be at the

11  Mushinsky event because he served with Mary for

12  many years.  So when I get some dates I'll forward

13  them off to you.

14                 I do have a draft public meeting

15  agenda and a draft public meeting notice that I

16  sent to Corinne and Eric and Linda and a couple

17  other people on Friday, so I'm starting to get

18  comments back.  Once I've got that I'll send it

19  over to you all to look at.

20                 It's a pretty straightforward

21  public meeting notice, no different than what most

22  agencies do.  And then the agenda is -- let me

23  just give you a quick run through.

24                 LORI MATHIEU:  So Nick, these will

25  be night meetings.  Correct?


                             8
� 1                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, these are all

 2  evening hearings.  They all, the legislators all

 3  preferred evening.  And they will do press.  They

 4  will push out notices to their constituents, to

 5  the local newspapers.  And they will contact --

 6  I've asked them to contact their legislators in

 7  their part of the state to invite them to appear.

 8                 So the general extent of it should

 9  be there might be a welcome and introductions, and

10  opening remarks by the elected official.  And then

11  the Water Planning Council, I thought, could do

12  sort of a conduct of the public meeting and an

13  overview of the comments and question process.

14                 And then the presentation of the

15  water plan, public comment, you know, with elected

16  officials going first and then questions from the

17  public.  And then, you know, conclusion, closing

18  remarks, thank yous and the like.

19                 So that's what they're all looking

20  at now and I'm going to get some suggestions, and

21  then I'll get it back to you.

22                 And in the opening remarks we would

23  talk about the fact, you know, if you want the

24  remarks, your comments to be part of the record in

25  this matter then put them in writing, but I think
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� 1  the law says we'll at least consider oral

 2  comments, which you can consider any way you'd

 3  like.  So --

 4                 And that's where I'm at.  Any

 5  questions?

 6                 Oh, yeah.  Actually she has a good

 7  idea.  So Hampton's is next Wednesday,

 8  September 13th, from seven to nine.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We can all be there.

10  Right?  That one?

11                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, at the Simsbury

12  Town Hall, Main Program Room, 3 Hopmeadow Street,

13  Simsbury, Connecticut.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.

15                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So then that

16  brings us to the core presentation and the

17  webinar, which we have a final, final draft core

18  presentation.

19                 I know that we spent some time last

20  Thursday walking through the slides, and in

21  preparation of the webinar so that we could --

22  each one of us will have about six or seven slides

23  to present on Friday.  So Friday morning we are

24  practicing and then producing the webinar at the

25  Capitol Avenue complex, at our media center.
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� 1                 So we have -- hopefully your staffs

 2  have shared those, those slides with you that you

 3  would be responsible for.

 4                 Betsey, there was one -- your set

 5  of slides we thought that a couple slides maybe

 6  needed some additional revision, in particular the

 7  slide on climate change.  And so you know, we're

 8  just leaving it up to you to take a look at it and

 9  maybe edit, or revise and update.

10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So we revised

11  it, but on the way over we talked about revising

12  it again.

13                 So stay tuned.

14                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Good.  No,

15  that's good.

16                 I think, you know, any one of the

17  slides, no matter if it's your slide to present on

18  or not, I think all of us should take a careful

19  look at this because we're all going to be

20  presenting these.

21                 And I think it flows very well.  I

22  think the team has done a great job between

23  Corinne, Eric, Gail, Nick and Linda -- have done a

24  tremendous job thinking though in putting together

25  the script that is part of the presentation,
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� 1  adding some great pictures and then, you know,

 2  pausing where it's important to pause.

 3                 And I think in talking about the

 4  balance and talking about the key points, I think

 5  the presentation does that in a number of points,

 6  which is important in front of chief elected

 7  officials.

 8                 So are there any questions on that?

 9                 I know we're practicing.  What time

10  do we start?  8:30, I believe we're going to

11  gather up at -- why don't we meet at OPM's

12  offices, because you're closest to our media

13  center?  The media center is at the basement level

14  of 460 Capitol Avenue.  We could meet for coffee

15  in the cafeteria at 8:15 if you'd like, and then

16  we could walk over to the media center.

17                 So we're practicing first and then

18  we're going through actually taping the webinar.

19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Any tidbits?

20  Obviously, what we should be wearing -- and you

21  don't want wild pink shirts or wild ties.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, absolutely.

23  Hawaiian shirts.

24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Or Hawaiian shirts.

25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It depends if
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� 1  you look good in pink, Jack.

 2                 So do we have a goal for how long

 3  the webinar would take?

 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  About 35 minutes.

 5  So each one of us, I think, is about eight to ten

 6  minutes.

 7                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And have we

 8  tested that out in terms of the script?

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  I have.

10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And does it

11  work?

12                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, for the most

13  part, as long as you don't dottle on certain

14  points -- like I usually do.  So -- right?

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  You said it.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  I can criticize

17  myself if I want to.

18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Nick?

19                 NICK NEELEY:  Eric, why don't you

20  talk about how, when the public sees it, what

21  they're going to see on the screen after it's

22  taped?

23                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So we had

24  some debate in our workgroup meeting last week in

25  terms of what should be viewable, whether we want
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� 1  to look at just the slides, or the slides in

 2  conjunction with whoever is speaking.

 3                 And so I believe, if I recall, we

 4  elected to just go with the slides.  Or -- Okay.

 5  So we're going to do a double pane?

 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.

 7                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  The large pane

 8  will be the slides and the smaller will be the

 9  speaker that's currently talking.

10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  I think we

11  agreed to that.  Right?

12                 CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  That's with our

14  communication staff.  They kind of said that

15  looked good and we were looking at the model that

16  was done for the emergency preparedness and how it

17  looks.

18                 So essentially, Jack will start it

19  off and open up the webinar and go through the

20  first six to seven slides.  I am up next, and we

21  talk about key highlights.  And then Betsey is up

22  after me to talk about regional watersheds, and

23  the watershed and all the mapping, and then in the

24  basins.

25                 And then Garrett comes along to
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� 1  talk about the consensus-based policy priorities,

 2  and then closes out the webinar -- unless, Jack,

 3  you want to close?  You want to say a few words at

 4  the very end?  That could be your choice to do, or

 5  Garrett could close.  We can talk about that.

 6                 So that's that.  So we gather at

 7  Capitol Avenue.  More information will come at --

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  8:15.

 9                 NICK NEELEY:  8:15 we can do the

10  cafeteria at 470 Capitol avenue.

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Is somebody there to

12  time?

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.

14                 NICK NEELEY:  To give you an idea

15  how much time you have left on your talking?

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.

17                 NICK NEELEY:  I think Linda was

18  going to contact -- I don't know what it's called.

19  It's the hearing-impaired commission about --

20                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.

21                 NICK NEELEY:  How we do it at PURA,

22  we put it in our notice.  If you need special

23  accommodation, let us know.  And I think DEEP does

24  the same thing, but I think in this case I think

25  Linda was going to cover that and see if we could
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� 1  find somebody and bring somebody in for the

 2  presentation to do that.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.

 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  As a third pane?

 5                 NICK NEELEY:  Well, you've got one

 6  pane -- is you.

 7                 Give me a second.

 8                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The slide.

 9                 NICK NEELEY:  It's got to be a

10  third.

11                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  And how

12  long will it take to actually do the final editing

13  and actually get it up on the web?

14                 LORI MATHIEU:  If we do not have to

15  edit it, it's instantaneous.  That's what they

16  told us.

17                 NICK NEELEY:  Right.  And he said

18  it's fine if it looks kind of -- I mean, it

19  shouldn't look too staged and too formal.  So if,

20  you know, if people cough or people pause for a

21  minute, I mean, that's sort of fine, I guess.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  And our

23  media center has the soundproofing, so we're not

24  going to be disturbed by anything.  And you've got

25  to be really careful about extra noise and
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� 1  cellphones and all that stuff.  So -- because it

 2  picks up everything.  So that's Friday.

 3                 And we should be able to have that

 4  up and available by, I would say, by Monday,

 5  Tuesday, within a few days.

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.

 7                 LORI MATHIEU:  So that will be

 8  excellent, and available, which is great.  So as

 9  we move ahead with all the presentations, all the

10  other presentations, that's at least something we

11  can point to.

12                 CORINNE FITTING:  Lori?

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.

14                 CORINNE FITTING:  And did we also

15  need to discuss, like, contact if people have

16  questions?  How are we going to address those?

17                 I mean, we'll keep a running list

18  and we'll put frequently asked questions up on the

19  website.  But a contact, we haven't decided on.

20                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, who is the main

21  contact for any questions as part of the webinar,

22  you said?

23                 CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.

24                 LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know.  What

25  are the thoughts about a main contact?
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� 1                 NICK NEELEY:  Well, we also talked

 2  about, I mean, everything we've ever had on the

 3  websites about the water plan we've never -- you

 4  can send comments, but we've never had an

 5  800-number or a number for anybody to call with

 6  questions about the water plan, I guess.

 7                 CORINNE FITTING:  Yeah.  And I

 8  guess the question is, do we need to do something

 9  like that?  Do we need to have a main contact or

10  something so we can get back to people?

11                 NICK NEELEY:  Or where, where

12  someone can post a question.  You can post a

13  question in an e-mail to us.

14                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's probably the

16  best.

17                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Is there an

18  e-mail address associated with the main webpage?

19  I mean, that would be the way to go.  And then

20  Eric gets to answer all of them.

21                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  So the current

22  e-mail address is WPC@CT.gov.  It's a generic

23  email that we monitor for incoming questions or

24  comments that are addressed to any number of water

25  planning council members.
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� 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  So you've been

 2  watching that?  You monitor that, that e-mail box

 3  then?

 4                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So

 5  anything that comes in will be screened and

 6  anything that's appropriate will be forwarded to

 7  the council for consideration.  It gets forwarded.

 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  Is that something we

 9  still want to do and promote during this webinar?

10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I would think so.

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know how

12  much work -- how much work has that been over the

13  last year?

14                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  We received --

15  actually it's been quite limited, the amount of

16  correspondence that's come in.  Generally, maybe

17  once -- one or two messages a week.  It's been a

18  higher frequency at certain times, but that's

19  usually the average so far.

20                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  The only

21  concern I have is I don't want to lead to

22  confusion as to how to submit comments.  I don't

23  want to give people the impression that they could

24  send us questions, but then they're not submitting

25  official comments on the plan.
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� 1                 So maybe we can talk about that

 2  further.  I don't want to have two avenues of

 3  commenting on the state water plan.

 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  We should

 5  not have anyone confused.  If I have a question,

 6  could maybe you just use the electronic format to

 7  submit the questions as well, instead of having

 8  it go the -- to your point, there's just one place

 9  to go so there's no confusion.

10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I would also

11  suggest for the webinar that we delete the slide,

12  what is your number one concern for water in

13  Connecticut?  Since it's not going to be back and

14  forth -- and we just go straight to the

15  opportunities to learn and comment slide.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  I'll have to think

17  about that.  I'll have to think about it.  That's

18  an interesting comment.  I get your point.

19                 We meet again on Thursday

20  afternoon, I think.  Right?  At one o'clock.  So I

21  guess if everyone thinks about that -- I guess I'm

22  leaning toward yes.  I think that that would make

23  sense, because it's not a back and forth and

24  there's nobody there.

25                 But it was really meant to prompt
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� 1  people to be interested and to think about how

 2  water affects them and what their concerns are on

 3  water, and trying to get people to comment -- at

 4  least read the two-page document.

 5                 So maybe there's a different slide

 6  we put up there instead of the way it's worded

 7  now.  But let's think about that.

 8                 NICK NEELEY:  Could you say at the

 9  beginning, you know, as you watch this webinar

10  think about, you know, how water is important to

11  you and where it fits into your life, and then

12  segue into the presentation?

13                 LORI MATHIEU:  We can do that.

14  That's a good point, at the beginning, so that

15  would be something that Jack can maybe speak to.

16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And if they

17  spent 35 minutes with you they're probably going

18  to comment.  So --

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  I hope so -- or not.

20  You know, we just move on to other things.

21                 So there's a few other things in

22  the outreach plan that I think we're going to work

23  on.  We talked last week about other presentations

24  in front of other groups.

25                 And that I want to say here in
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� 1  front of everyone that's here that we're willing

 2  to -- now that we have a good core presentation

 3  and we're willing to go out and speak in front of

 4  other groups, like Jack was mentioning AARP, we're

 5  willing to go out to any and all other groups.  So

 6  if there's anyone here today that wants to have

 7  the presentation done, come see us and talk to us

 8  about it.

 9                 Also, I think that we want to add

10  an agricultural group and a business group.  And

11  we're open to any suggestions from anyone.  We're

12  thinking CBIA, we're thinking about -- for

13  agriculture, I really don't know.

14                 NICK NEELEY:  Connecticut Farm

15  Bureau.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  The farm bureau, so

17  we have some work to do on that and making those

18  contacts.  And if there's any other groups out

19  there that are interested, please let us know.

20  We'll add you to the calendar.

21                 But again, the comment period runs

22  through November 20th and we want to be able to

23  get out before November to present and give people

24  time to review and comment by the 20th.

25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So my
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� 1  understanding is it's also our intent to put the

 2  presentation online so people can do a self-guided

 3  tour?

 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, absolutely.

 5  Along with the webinar we have a great

 6  information path.  And so the one -- I guess, the

 7  last one, the one public hearing that we have to

 8  hold?

 9                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, I think we're

10  trying to work out a date and a location.  Again,

11  that's important that it be a date that you're all

12  available.  And I've kicked around locations in

13  Hartford, East Hartford, West Hartford.

14                 So Linda has been working on

15  that -- in the evening.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I think

17  Linda was -- the evening, Central Connecticut.  So

18  that's not solidified yet, but it will be soon.

19  We should nail down that, that date.

20                 NICK NEELEY:  And in addition to

21  that I've also spoken to CCM directly and COST

22  directly.  And they would like to get a

23  presentation into their members in some form, but

24  they're really not prepared to do anything right

25  now until the budget is in place.
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� 1                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Nick, we

 2  could host it at 79 Elm Street.  I mean, the

 3  auditorium works quite well.

 4                 NICK NEELEY:  That was the other

 5  thing.  Actually, Corinne, you had brought up that

 6  idea doing 79 Elm.

 7                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And evening

 8  parking is not a challenge.

 9                 NICK NEELEY:  Unless -- you've just

10  got to check and make sure there's nothing at the

11  Bushnell.

12                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Do you keep

13  security in the evening, though?

14                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  If there's an

15  event, they'll stay.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Either that or the

17  LOB.

18                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  They close at

19  five right now.

20                 NICK NEELEY:  So that, the DEEP one

21  will work well.  She's right.  There's good

22  parking there.

23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's fine.

24                 LORI MATHIEU:  So that's it.  The

25  other one that we have in the calendar is the
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� 1  Connecticut Section CWWA annual meeting

 2  October 20th -- right?  October 24th?

 3                 John?

 4                 JOHN HUDAK:  It's on my calendar.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Twenty-fourth, 23rd?

 6  Yes?

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We should definitely

 8  have some enrolling out there.

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  So we've been sort

10  of invited.  We've kind of invited ourselves.  So

11  we'll be there.  Right, John?

12                 So that's October twenty-?

13                 JOHN HUDAK:  Twenty-fourth.

14                 LORI MATHIEU:  So that's all I

15  have.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything else?

17                 LORI MATHIEU:  No.

18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  You've done a

19  fantastic job with this, and really in a short

20  period of time accomplished a lot of ground.  So

21  much appreciated.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, there is one

23  more thing.

24                 So Elaine from CDM was ever so kind

25  to give me four more copies of the plan.  So the
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 2  staff, and then one for each one of the --

 3                 So Jonathan Hampton, Mary Mushinsky

 4  and Jonathan Steinberg.  So I have them in my

 5  office.  We have to figure out how to get them to

 6  them.

 7                 One idea was to wait for their, you

 8  know -- for Jonathan Steinberg we can hand it to

 9  him next week, but how do we want to get these

10  plans --

11                 NICK NEELEY:  Hampton next week.

12                 LORI MATHIEU:  Hampton, I'm sorry.

13  Hampton next week in Simsbury.

14                 So I have the copies and I'm going

15  to make sure that we get them out sooner rather

16  than later to these state representatives.  So any

17  ideas and thoughts, that would be more than

18  welcome.

19                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  They may be in

20  Hartford next week, so we can certainly give that

21  to them.  If you give them to me I will get them

22  to them.

23                 LORI MATHIEU:  Very good.  Good.  I

24  will bring them over this afternoon.

25                 Thank you.
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� 1                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Have we gotten

 2  copies for the state library?

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, yes.

 4  Definitely.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, we did.  They

 6  have two copies, the state library.

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Did you get, like, a

 8  receipt and documentation?

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  We have

10  documentation and a letter, and a memo.

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Very well done.

12                 CORINNE FITTING:  Except that I

13  think the ones that went to the state library,

14  they have them out because they have to be bound

15  properly, or something.  So they're not actually

16  available to anybody.  They're out of circulation.

17                 So that's a problem.

18                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  I mean, we

19  can't change the state library's procedures, so --

20  but it is available online and libraries, they can

21  provide Internet access to people to get to it

22  online.

23                 CORINNE FITTING:  The point of

24  having it at the state library was to have a hard

25  copy available that people could go and check out,
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� 1  but that didn't work.

 2                 JUDY ALLEN:  Well, it will be out

 3  of circulation for a few weeks to go through this

 4  cataloging process.

 5                 He told me that if you go in he

 6  will try and pull it out for you to read.  So if

 7  you ask, you have to ask specifically, can they

 8  get it for you?

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  So it is available

10  if you go there and ask for the document?  Yeah,

11  that's what I thought.  Right.  Okay.  Good.

12  That's good.

13                 JUDY ALLEN:  You may have to hunt

14  for it.

15                 CORINNE FITTING:  Sorry.  I

16  misunderstood.

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Anything

18  else?

19                 (No response.)

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

21                 We're going to move on to the Water

22  Planning Council advisory group report.

23                 Margaret and John?

24                 JOHN HUDAK:  Sure.  Good afternoon.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.
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� 1                 JOHN HUDAK:  A few updates.

 2  Margaret actually ran down all 20 of our members

 3  to find out their interest in continuing.  We did

 4  get a resignation from Bob Young.  We do have a

 5  candidate in mind, which we would like you to

 6  appoint today if you can.

 7                 Also our energy rep, Robert Spooner

 8  is probably going to step down as well.  Others

 9  had, you know, others committed to at least

10  continuing on either temporarily or until they can

11  find an alternate, but I would say our attendance

12  at the last meeting was very good.

13                 Out of 20 members, or 19 remaining

14  or 18, we had 16 in attendance and 4 alternates.

15  But we would like to appoint Pat Kearney as Bob's

16  replacement from Manchester, at your pleasure.

17                 MARGARET MINER:  You all know?  You

18  all got word about that from Bob about Pat

19  Kearney?  No?

20                 NICK NEELEY:  No.

21                 JOHN HUDAK:  We went through Bruce.

22                 MARGARET MINER:  So Pat Kearney is

23  at Manchester Utilities and he replaced Bob Young

24  there.  He has 20 years of experience there, or

25  so, and I believe he worked at DPH for a stint
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� 1  prior to going to the utility.

 2                 He asked for lots of materials,

 3  what we're working on and Bruce Wittchen was --

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We do have it.

 5  Thank you, Garrett.  We have an e-mail right in

 6  front of us here.

 7                 MARGARET MINER:  He seemed to us

 8  very qualified and very interested.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, as long as

10  he's indicated a willingness to serve?

11                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes, definitely.

12                 LORI MATHIEU:  And Pat would

13  fill -- he would fill which?

14                 JOHN HUDAK:  The municipal water.

15                 LORI MATHIEU:  Municipal water.

16                 MARGARET MINER:  And you have to

17  look if it's middle -- Manchester has both water

18  and wastewater, so we've kind of fudged on that.

19  So we just need to check --

20                 JOHN HUDAK:  Well, Tom Tyler is the

21  wastewater person from MDC.

22                 MARGARET MINER:  I've got it

23  switched around.  So he'll be the regular utility

24  rep for Manchester.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Do I hear a motion
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� 1  to appoint Pat Kearney?

 2                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Second.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  A motion made and

 5  seconded that Pat Kearney be appointed to the

 6  Water Planning Council advisory group.

 7                 Any questions or comments?

 8                 (No response.)

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in

10  favor signify by saying, aye.

11                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  The motion is

13  carried, and we will notify Pat and welcome him to

14  the WPCAG.

15                 JOHN HUDAK:  Thank you.

16                 In other news, we have three

17  subcommittees.

18                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes.

19                 Well, before we move from

20  membership, I had suggested Fred Klein, who you

21  all probably remember.  He came here representing

22  Aquarion a couple years ago.  He's head of the

23  Connecticut Power and Energy Association.  It's a

24  private group.  They give very good dinners and

25  seminars.
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� 1                 So I thought either he would be a

 2  possible candidate, or he would know someone.  And

 3  I don't think we followed up on that, but if

 4  you -- if you all would like us to follow up on

 5  that, we certainly could.

 6                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So this is for

 7  the energy seat?

 8                 MARGARET MINER:  This would be for

 9  the energy.

10                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yeah.  I mean,

11  if you have candidates I think I would also like

12  to reach out to the governor's office and see if

13  they have candidates as well.

14                 MARGARET MINER:  So will you do

15  that?

16                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yeah, I'll

17  reach out to the governor's office.  But if you

18  have candidates I think we'd be happy to see those

19  as well.

20                 MARGARET MINER:  Okay.  Thank you.

21                 JOHN HUDAK:  So we formed three

22  subcommittees at the last meeting with the

23  discussion in part held by Larry Bingaman's e-mail

24  from July.

25                 One is going to be concerning
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 2  Council advisory group.  Everybody on the group

 3  thought it was a good idea, and so we formed a

 4  group and it's going to report back at our next

 5  meeting in a couple of weeks.

 6                 There's also been some discussion

 7  about our membership composition with all the

 8  moving about over the past few years.  Nobody has

 9  really, I think, a hundred percent tracked what

10  interests each person on the advisory group

11  represents as far as the statutory charge goes.

12  So we have a subcommittee working on that, too.

13                 Lastly, our third subcommittee,

14  it's kind of building on Len DeJong's concept

15  paper he presented at the last meeting and your

16  request to kind of refine this concept and look at

17  others.  We did look at Len's and two other

18  potential models.  We decided to hone in on one in

19  particular suggested by Virginia de Lima.

20                 So in the past three weeks Len,

21  Virginia and I have worked diligently to refine

22  the concept.  We submitted to you a concept paper

23  last Friday.  I don't know if you've gotten an

24  opportunity to review it as of yet, but it really

25  builds on the concepts diagrammed in to the state
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� 1  water plan flowchart, maybe with some variations,

 2  but it's framing the implementation advisory

 3  group.

 4                 In that chart is a standing

 5  workgroup study and it examines scientific and

 6  policy approaches for implementing the

 7  recommendations in the plan.

 8                 The workgroup would include, you

 9  know as suggested, Water Planning Council, agency

10  members, advisory group members and subject matter

11  experts who can bring whatever knowledge and

12  expertise they have for a particular issue to the

13  process.  It's anticipated we could have a spinoff

14  of subgroups, even bringing in additional external

15  experts as needed to tackle a particular

16  recommendation.

17                 And then we tried to spell out

18  roles in the paper as well.  The advisory group

19  would essentially serve as a stakeholder voice to

20  the process, working closely with the workgroup to

21  ensuring that stakeholder interests were

22  considered in recommendations to the Council.

23                 The advisory group would also work

24  with the Water Planning Council to prioritize and

25  draft assignments and recruit members for the
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 2                 You'll see in the paper there's a

 3  communications diagram.  We purposely avoided

 4  presenting it as an organizational chart, or as a

 5  hierarchy.  The advisory group and the workgroup

 6  would ultimately receive their direction from the

 7  Council.

 8                 And on the second page you'll see

 9  we included a high-level case example of how a

10  particular recommendation might be worked through.

11  It is hypothetical.  It's not a recommendation of

12  this particular issue which was obsolete

13  registrations go through this process, but just to

14  illustrate how it might work.

15                 It starts off with, the Council

16  determining the retiring of obsolete registration

17  as a high priority.

18                 Two, the advisory group assists in

19  identifying and recruiting additional members for

20  the workgroup.

21                 Three, the Council refers the

22  recommendation to the workgroup.  The workgroup

23  convenes, assigns possibly one or more

24  subcommittees as necessary to tackle and research

25  the matter.  And then they draft up


                            35
� 1  recommendations that go back to the advisory group

 2  as being the stakeholder review.

 3                 And you know, in a perfect world

 4  the two marry and you guys give recommendations

 5  that both groups support, but if not there would

 6  be some kind of representation of those positions.

 7                 And then it's up to the Council to

 8  either accept the report and the recommendations

 9  or to -- and move forward, or send it back to the

10  workgroup for further comment.

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Reaction?

12                 LORI MATHIEU:  So I haven't read

13  the details.  How do you see the workgroup and the

14  advisory committee working together?

15                 JOHN HUDAK:  Well, there would be

16  members of the advisory group on the workgroup.  I

17  would expect that's where the most intensive

18  exchange of communication would take place.

19                 Additionally, the workgroup -- we

20  would expect the chair or chairs of the workgroup

21  to report monthly at the advisory group's meeting

22  and the Water Planning Council's meeting.

23                 And then when it got down to draft

24  recommendations or substantive deliverables those

25  would also go to the advisory group for review,
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� 1  because it's expected to be a wider stakeholder

 2  audience than participating in the workgroup

 3  itself.

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Nick?

 5                 NICK NEELEY:  So I have a question.

 6  So the timing of this, so this group would start

 7  the work after the Legislature adopted the plan?

 8                 JOHN HUDAK:  Yeah, that would be

 9  the intent, when the plan implementation would

10  begin.  And if Len -- or Virginia has anything to

11  add, please do.

12                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I think a

13  follow-up to your question, Lori, of the role of

14  the advisory group.

15                 Because it represents a wide suite

16  of stakeholders they would be looking at it asking

17  two very basic questions.  Does this make sense?

18  And will it work?  And getting the perspective of

19  the various stakeholders on those two questions

20  before the recommendations of the workgroup were

21  finalized to go to you folks.

22                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So in many ways

23  it's sort of modeled off the other state's

24  workgroup.  Correct?  In terms of a group that was

25  working, had a specific charge, developed
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� 1  recommendations, and in that place actually sort

 2  of finalized the report, but this would be

 3  recommendations back up to the Water Planning

 4  Council.

 5                 JOHN HUDAK:  Yeah, I can use that

 6  as an example.  Also, I'd like to think of it as

 7  kind of a combined science, technology and policy

 8  workgroup where you have that, you know, a

 9  resource of expertise sitting there that can be,

10  you know, formed, you know, whatever tactical

11  panels to go after something.

12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So with the

13  policies and procedures group that is looking at

14  issues and the membership group combined with

15  this, I think it provides a very stable platform

16  as we move forward for implementation.

17                 And I really appreciate the thought

18  that went into putting this together and sort of

19  the framework around it.  And I think that analogy

20  is a very good one, John, in terms of sort of the

21  best of both worlds moving forward.

22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much

23  for putting that together.  I think that this is

24  something we don't have to act on today, but it's

25  a good framework moving forward.
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� 1                 JOHN HUDAK:  If you do have any

 2  thoughts please get them to us.

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  I think that

 4  we can digest this, and as we move forward we can

 5  get --

 6                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So what is the

 7  right time step, Jack, for probably doing that

 8  just to be able to provide the advisory group some

 9  feedback and to know, do they need to get anything

10  back to us?  Do we want to get something to them?

11                 Just I want to make sure we keep

12  things moving as we go forward.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I would hope we get

14  something back to them, you know, before their --

15  and when is your next meeting?

16                 JOHN HUDAK:  Margaret?  The 23rd,

17  or something.

18                 MARGARET MINER:  The third Tuesday.

19  I'll have to take a look.

20                 Two weeks from today.

21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And when do you

22  think the policies and procedures might be ready

23  to come to the Water Planning Council and the

24  membership recommendations?

25                 JOHN HUDAK:  That's a good
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� 1  question.  I don't know if that group has convened

 2  yet.  They're going to be reporting back at our

 3  next meeting, but we can try to rush them along

 4  for either the next meeting or maybe the following

 5  one.

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's a

 7  good point in terms of I think we all agree up

 8  here that I think we need to get the policy and

 9  procedures in place before we sign off on an

10  implementation plan.  So I think that's important.

11                 I would say that if we get some

12  more feedback in terms of the implementation plan

13  to you by our next meeting, and then I think

14  that's still -- by our next meeting.

15                 And I think that still gives you

16  plenty of time to go to your next meeting in

17  October.  We're still well within the timeframe

18  before we conclude the public comment period on

19  November 20th.

20                 Is everybody okay with that?

21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I agree.  I

22  think it's important to see all the documents.  I

23  don't think we're in a big rush to get this done.

24  We have some time to be thoughtful about it.

25                 And so I would have some time to
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� 1  take a look at it and vet it through my agency.

 2  So yeah, I think that makes sense.

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  At least a start.

 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  It's a great start.

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It's an excellent

 6  start, and they put a lot of time and effort into

 7  this, so I want to be sensitive to that.  So I'd

 8  like to get our feedback to them.  Is that okay?

 9                 JOHN HUDAK:  That's great.  Thank

10  you.

11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  No.  Thank you very

12  much.

13                 Anything else?

14                 MARGARET MINER:  We have two groups

15  that are -- well, we have the watershed, that

16  drinking water watershed lands group that Karen

17  and I head up.  And we'll be meeting I believe on

18  the 15th probably in the morning.

19                 The drought, there's still need for

20  work on drought management.  Bruce Wittchen

21  reported to us on what was happening with the

22  interagency drought management group, however I do

23  not have a clear recollection of exactly -- the

24  timeline seemed to be a little drawn out, but

25  maybe Lori Mathieu, you could explain where we
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� 1  are.

 2                 Our drought group is really waiting

 3  on the interagency drought management group.

 4  We're in limbo with our --

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  We're actually --

 6  Eric is on the agenda for under old business, item

 7  seven, the drought report update.

 8                 So we met and he has lots of good

 9  stuff to talk about.

10                 MARGARET MINER:  Good.

11                 So the only one that's active,

12  that's specifically WPCAG, is the watershed -- the

13  drinking water watershed lands group, which is

14  Karen and I.

15                 And that group looks at issues

16  involving class-one and class-two lands and

17  class-one and class-two-like lands, lands that

18  would be class-one and class-two if they were

19  owned by a water company.

20                 LORI MATHIEU:  Jack, if I might ask

21  a question about the lands group?

22                 So you've been around a long time,

23  worked on a lot of important changes and updates

24  and items and issues.  Is there anything on your

25  agenda to think about?  Are you thinking about
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 2                 MARGARET MINER:  The agenda -- and

 3  Karen, help me if I forget some item.

 4                 The regional water authority had

 5  announced the sale of a couple of properties that

 6  have historic buildings on them.  I think we'll

 7  get a report from CFE maybe directly, or from Kirk

 8  Johnson on what that arrangement was.

 9                 Paul Zagorsky who -- I said, don't

10  come to the meeting.  You can come to our

11  watershed lands meeting group.  So Paul Zagorsky

12  will probably come from New Britain.

13                 We have -- and we'll have some kind

14  of report on the state water plan, how it, you

15  know, what kind of attention is given to drinking

16  water lands, recharge lands, and probably look at

17  the plan of conservation and development with the

18  same -- through the same lense with attention to

19  what the protections are for source water lands,

20  which we hope will be strong.

21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So part of

22  the group's mission then would be to review the

23  draft plan and provide some input and some

24  thoughts as to --

25                 MARGARET MINER:  Right.  To get
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� 1  some reaction, or at least point people to the

 2  sections where it's discussed and see if we can

 3  get any preliminary reaction.

 4                 Ditto with the plan of conservation

 5  and development.  If people haven't even looked at

 6  it yet, say -- well, here's where water is

 7  discussed.  Be sure you're aware of it.  Do you

 8  have a reaction now or will you?  And this is how

 9  you comment.

10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?

11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, thank you.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything else on the

13  Water Planning Council advisory group?

14                 (No response.)

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

16  Keep busy there.

17                 Under old business, executive

18  session, we're not going to have one.

19                 Under old business, Eric, you're

20  going to give a drought report update?

21                 I'm sorry.  Wait a minute.  One

22  second.  I'm sorry.  I moved ahead here.  I'm

23  going to -- discussion of the remaining funds.

24  One second.

25                 Garrett.  Garrett, go ahead.
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 2  of the remaining funds.  I brought the wrong

 3  folder.  I don't have the exact budget with me

 4  about the dollar amount.  We've discussed it

 5  before, but it's on hold right now pending how we

 6  determine to spend those funds.

 7                 We had a discussion about saving

 8  that to be able to pay to make changes to the plan

 9  based on the volume of comments we received and

10  the changes we need to make.  There is discussion

11  underway about potential other funding sources as

12  well.

13                 I believe CDM has spoken to the

14  Army Corps of Engineers about potential funding

15  available -- availability.  The Chair is, I

16  believe, going to be speaking with them this week

17  to learn what they learned, and I think that will

18  provide us with a way forward there.

19                 If there's opportunity, hopefully

20  the Army Corps will be able to assist us, but for

21  right now there's no update other than we've held

22  on, on the funding portion at OPM's side.

23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.

24                 In terms of -- we talked a little

25  bit earlier about comments on the plan, how we're
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� 1  going to handle comments on the plan, if people

 2  have a question.  Once we do our webinar and

 3  people -- I mean, how are we going to respond?

 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  So the statute

 5  speaks to gathering written and oral comments and

 6  producing a report on how we addressed those

 7  comments.

 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so any

10  adjustments to the plan will have to be made and

11  then we'll have to write a report that goes along

12  with it.  I would imagine we would have to review

13  and fully vet and then publish right at the end of

14  this year.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.

16                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  And I just

17  wanted to say, too, I think the last time we saw

18  some of the comments that came in, it was early

19  on.  Eric sent some around, I believe, and people

20  commented that they appreciated the easier

21  submission of the comments, I think is what one of

22  the comments was.

23                 So it seems like people are finding

24  the system intuitive to submit their comments.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think our first
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� 1  comment was actually -- which was very nice.

 2                 I see a couple hands in the

 3  audience.  Virginia?

 4                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  The comment

 5  webpage as it's set up now is very easy to use for

 6  just narrative comments, overview comments.  In

 7  terms of specific comments it -- Corinne mentioned

 8  to me that those would be better done in an

 9  attachment loaded into that website.

10                 I think it would be helpful if you

11  all provided some kind of a spreadsheet similar to

12  what CDM Smith had for comments earlier to enable

13  people with specific comments, you know, on

14  page 36, such and such.  That would be very

15  helpful.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.

17                 LORI MATHIEU:  So Corinne, I don't

18  know.  We specifically avoided this spreadsheet

19  concept -- sorry, CDM -- but for the reason to try

20  to make it simple for people, as simple as

21  possible.

22                 So I don't know what your thoughts

23  are on that, Corinne.  I know you worked hard to

24  set this up.  So --

25                 CORINNE FITTING:  Well, I think
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 2  make a single comment or an overall comment what

 3  we've got going is easy.

 4                 I think we can accept comments in

 5  any sort of form.  So if -- in a document to be

 6  uploaded, I had suggested a spreadsheet.  I think

 7  we could probably come up with a sample maybe that

 8  people could use if they wanted to.  They wouldn't

 9  have to.

10                 It could be -- because you can

11  upload a document.  And just so people know, every

12  week we're checking on Mondays -- on Tuesday this

13  week -- for new comments and updating what's --

14  anything that's come in we're posting to the

15  website each week.  So people can at least see the

16  other comments that people have been.  But I think

17  we could do sort of a sample based on CDM's.

18                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I think looking

19  out for the sanity of whoever is actually tasked

20  with incorporating those comments, if there was a

21  consistent format that they were being submitted,

22  it would make the person's life much easier, than

23  if this spreadsheet was different from this

24  spreadsheet, was different from that

25  spreadsheet -- coming from different folks.
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� 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we have six

 2  comments today, from my understanding.

 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Six?

 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Six.

 5                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I was going to

 6  say, you haven't heard from a lot of people.

 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I'm just

 8  telling what officially -- my understanding is we

 9  have six comments so far.

10                 MARGARET MINER:  So in the

11  Legislature there's a process for amending your

12  testimony.  You know, sometimes the bill changes

13  to a totally different topic, and in terms of

14  combining comments I wonder if you would think

15  about a process by which someone could amend or

16  combine previous comments into one test document

17  of testimony.

18                 I saw one agency comment, which was

19  a very nice comment -- but said that luckily

20  Connecticut hasn't had a serious drought in recent

21  years.  And I didn't know whether to ask Lori to

22  respond to that, but I'm sure I made comments like

23  that, too, that I would like an opportunity to

24  correct if somebody pointed them out to me.  So I

25  just wonder if that process will be possible.
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 2  group of comments that would be easier to handle

 3  and more on target, but I'm not sure -- but I'm

 4  just suggesting that.

 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  I think what we'll

 6  do on Thursday, we can chat about it between our

 7  team and think it through.  Definitely we want to,

 8  to Virginia's point, keep it as simple as possible

 9  to be able to make revisions to the plan as

10  necessary and then fully understand.

11                 And to your point about the

12  comment, I think I know which letter you're

13  referring to.  I thought it was very well written

14  by a state agency and was glad to see a state, you

15  know, agency commissioner send us a letter, which

16  I thought was -- and it was nice.

17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It was a nice

18  letter.

19                 LORI MATHIEU:  It was a very nice

20  letter on our plan.

21                 MARGARET MINER:  It was.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  So, you know,

23  that's --

24                 MARGARET MINER:  It's, you know.

25  At any rate, there will be times I'm sure where
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� 1  people might like to either amend or combine their

 2  comments.  So if they're put into one document and

 3  it becomes some kind of sequence as they appear in

 4  the water plan it might be easier for you.  And

 5  sometimes comments just become obsolete.

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's very true.

 7                 Yes?

 8                 JUDY ALLEN:  I may not be

 9  commenting correctly, but in terms of simplicity

10  what I have done -- and at least one of my

11  comments is a reference of a particular section.

12                 So I'm concerned if there's another

13  way that's going to be added to refer to a

14  particular section, I want to make sure I get my

15  comments in the right away.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  I think if you give

17  us a document, even if it's a Word document or a

18  spreadsheet, and you put down on page 5-72, here's

19  my comment, I think that's clear enough.  Right,

20  Corinne?  And we should be able to.

21                 But I think pinpointing to exactly

22  where you are looking at I think is important to

23  say.  So I think you're fine.

24                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  But I also

25  think if anyone submits the comments through the
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 2  page or in this section that's -- that's still

 3  accomplished the same thing in many respects.

 4                 So I think if you've already

 5  submitted comments referencing a specific page or

 6  section number I think it would be treated the

 7  exact same as if someone were to give an

 8  attachment.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?  Now we're

10  going to move on to Eric.

11                 I promise, Eric, you're going to

12  come up this time and talk about the drought

13  report.

14                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Eric Lindquist,

15  OPM.  Just to give a brief update on where we're

16  at, and I want to start with some background just

17  to bring everyone in the room up to speed in terms

18  of what had happened in the past and how we got to

19  where we are now.

20                 So back in September, about a year

21  ago, September 2, 2016, the former drought plan

22  workgroup, which had been commissioned by the

23  WPCAG, was cochaired by Virginia de Lima and

24  Denise Savageau, and it consisted of various state

25  agencies as well as municipal representation and
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 2  worked together on updating the 2003 drought plan.

 3                 That was a task that was assigned

 4  by the Council back in, I believe it was 2012.  So

 5  this has been an ongoing thing for quite some

 6  time.  And that group did quite a bit of work in

 7  the years leading up to that submission date of

 8  September 2016.

 9                 And in my term of participation I

10  know that we got a lot accomplished, a lot

11  updated.  Virginia was really instrumental in

12  spearheading and keeping the ball rolling.  And so

13  when that document was submitted there was a cover

14  letter from the cochairs explaining the

15  significant changes that had been made as well as

16  areas where the plan was still deemed deficient

17  and in need of improvement.

18                 And so at the WPC's October 5,

19  2016, regular meeting you had debated that the

20  plan -- the revised plan as it was submitted --

21  and you elected to go to a public comment period,

22  60 days.  And it was decided at that time that

23  PURA would establish a separate docket for

24  collecting public comments on the drought plan,

25  and that comment period ended on December 16,
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 2                 And that's when things really went

 3  idle for some time, and largely because we were in

 4  the middle of a significant drought situation that

 5  we were managing in accordance with the existing

 6  2003 drought plan.  And it was decided that things

 7  would be put on hold in terms of addressing those

 8  public comments until after the existing drought

 9  situation had come to an end and we could learn

10  any lessons that needed to be learned from that

11  experience.

12                 And so here we came into spring and

13  early summer of 2017 when the drought was

14  officially declared over.  And we had pressure

15  again to get that going on the revised plan based

16  on what we had learned from that episode.  And

17  that's where we're at now.

18                 We just met for the first time, a

19  brand-new subcommittee that really was put

20  together by the interagency drought workgroup.  So

21  just for clarity, the interagency drought

22  workgroup is the group, the five state agencies

23  that are responsible for implementing the plan,

24  whereas the old drought plan workgroup was

25  responsible for revising the drought plan, so
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� 1  important to distinguish that.

 2                 And then we have this new

 3  subcommittee now that's meant to pick up on the

 4  work of the old drought plan workgroup.

 5                 So we have a couple -- we've

 6  identified a few priorities to focus on first, and

 7  they arise from issues that were -- these are

 8  issues that were brought up in the public comment

 9  period as well as acknowledged by the cochairs in

10  the cover letter back in September of 2016.

11                 And the first of which is the

12  interagency drought workgroup really needs to have

13  a better structured decision making process, the

14  authority better spelled out, how decisions are

15  made.  A little more formality brought to the

16  process, I think, is really the goal without

17  making it too formal.

18                 So we've started that discussion

19  and we'll see where that leads, but that ties into

20  really this idea of a drought task force which is

21  actually a component of the existing 2003 plan

22  that was never implemented.

23                 So in the current drought plan when

24  you get to a certain stage, it's the drought

25  warning stage, we're supposed to commission this
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 2  management operations, and that task force was

 3  never created to this day.

 4                 And so that's another priority that

 5  we've started discussing -- Lori was there at our

 6  first meeting -- as to what that task force should

 7  look like, who should be on it.  What should its

 8  responsibilities be compared to the interagency

 9  drought workgroup, the five agencies that

10  implement the plan?  And we had some great

11  discussion.

12                 The emergency management folks from

13  DESPP were in the room, had some great suggestions

14  for how we could link that task force into the

15  existing state response framework for emergency

16  management.  So we're exploring that avenue.

17                 And then the last priority we

18  discussed was obviously responding, how we're

19  going to respond and address the public comments

20  that were received last fall.  So we'll be looking

21  at those comments and making adjustments and

22  recommended changes to the plan as needed, and

23  then ultimately submitting another revised

24  recommended plan to the Council.

25                 It's unclear what that timeline
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 2  give me their thoughts as to what type of

 3  turnaround they would like to see and, you know,

 4  what we should be really focused on -- what do you

 5  view as the priorities for this?

 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, we've been

 7  working on this for quite some time.  So I think

 8  we really need to be somewhat aggressive in

 9  getting it completed.  I mean, that's my personal

10  opinion.

11                 We've talked about this.  I know we

12  had some diversions from it because of other

13  issues, particularly the drought coming up, but I

14  think that we -- time is of essence right now to

15  get it completed.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so we had a very

17  good meeting with the people from emergency

18  management.  And when we had that discussion we

19  started to realize that there's a lot of work to

20  do.

21                 And we know that the seven measures

22  don't work at this point.  And the stages and the

23  triggers that we've set have aged quite a bit.

24  So, more information is out there now.  The

25  drought monitor is available to us, but there's a
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 2  there on drought forecasting from NOAA.

 3                 And NOAA, and I ran into -- Garrett

 4  and I ran into at the NGA -- the National

 5  Governors Association Conference the beginning of

 6  August.  And there was a woman there from NOAA

 7  from Colorado, who spoke to this new drought

 8  forecasting model.  So we've been trying to

 9  capture attention and trying to have a discussion

10  with her.

11                 She said NOAA wants to bring this

12  new model forecasting model for drought to the

13  northeast, and wants to do a webinar in the fall.

14                 So I said, that's perfect, you

15  know.  So we all thought when we met last week

16  that that would be important to hear from them and

17  how that could be incorporated into the new state

18  plan.  So that's really an important aspect that

19  would probably turn around a little bit as to what

20  we traditionally have done.

21                 And we know as far as drinking

22  water systems go, that the reservoir capacity

23  information needed to be updated and we need to be

24  thinking about a different model and a different

25  metric for water systems.
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 2  working diligently on a new way of measuring

 3  system capacity.  And we've been working with all

 4  of our large systems on that metric for the last

 5  eight months.

 6                 So there's a lot of work to do, I

 7  think.  And I think this drought forecast model,

 8  which is similar to what Aquarion has moved

 9  forward with, would be important for us to look at

10  and possibly incorporate somewhat into this

11  revision.

12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And I know you're

13  involved with that in Southwest Connecticut.

14  They've been very busy and very aggressive with

15  that.

16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.

17  Aquarion has done an excellent job at changing

18  where they have been to possibly, you know, and

19  using today this new forecasting model.  And

20  they've been sharing that with us at the agency

21  level and we're very interested in that.

22                 But you know, the emergency

23  management people talked about this water task

24  force that was brought up under -- after, I think

25  after Irene and then Sandy.  They clearly needed a
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 2  only the ongoing situation, but the aftermath of

 3  that.

 4                 So Brenda Bergeron brought that up

 5  a number of times, and we have to take a careful

 6  look at that.  How we interface with the SF-12 is

 7  an important aspect of this, because at some point

 8  we were leading into a stage-three.  We certainly

 9  needed to focus more on the governor's authority

10  when it came to that next stage.  And so what

11  decisions needed to be made in order to lead up

12  into that are important to this plan.

13                 So I think there's a lot of work to

14  do, and in certainly addressing the comments, but

15  also thinking about as far as there's six -- seven

16  state agencies involved here, and putting that

17  together is going to be important to listen to

18  every agency's needs.

19                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But I think it's

20  also important to put sort of a timeframe on it.

21  What would be an aggressive timeframe for getting

22  it done, so to set a goal for the group to get all

23  of the issues thoroughly vetted and addressed?

24                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  It's a tough

25  question to answer, because I believe this is year
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 2  revised drought plan.

 3                 And there's a lot to debate because

 4  there's no such thing as a perfect plan and I

 5  think there's been a lot of people that have

 6  wanted it to become more of a perfect plan, but I

 7  don't see it ever getting there.  I think this is

 8  a point that Virginia and Denise, the cochairs of

 9  the former drought plan workgroup really stressed

10  when they submitted the revised plan last fall.

11                 Really the plan is going to need to

12  be a living document that is continually updated

13  on an as-needed basis as new technology evolves,

14  as data becomes more available, because there's

15  always going to be room for improvement.  So we've

16  got to get it to as good as we can knowing that

17  there's always going to be room for improvement

18  down the road.

19                 In terms of a timeframe, I know

20  Lori, you had mentioned the end of this year.

21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, to be fair to

22  the group, I'd like to -- because it's not just us

23  four agencies.  To be fair to the group, I think

24  maybe what we do is we go back to the whole group

25  and ask for maybe some thoughts on that.  Then we


                            61
� 1  can get back to the Water Planning Council maybe

 2  within the next couple of weeks.  I think, you

 3  know, there's input that's necessary for many

 4  agencies.

 5                 I would like to see a final draft

 6  by the end of the year.  I don't think that's

 7  doable because of staffing level, staffing

 8  resources.  You know, we don't have all the staff

 9  in the world to sit through this, but we are

10  committed.

11                 My agency is committed to

12  addressing comments and working on this as much as

13  we can to finish it before the end of the year.

14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's a

15  reasonable suggestion, is to go back and see if

16  you can come back with a projected timeframe for

17  us.

18                 Thank you for that.  I mean, I know

19  that this has gone for quite some time, but

20  circumstances change, as we know.

21                 Yeah, Margaret?

22                 MARGARET MINER:  In terms of what

23  legislators have been looking for the last couple

24  of years, it's really primarily the drought -- of

25  course they have questions about that, but it's
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 2                 And I don't know if that could

 3  be -- if you can't get everything of your three

 4  bullets done, for instance, answering the comments

 5  and so forth, anything that would help with the

 6  drought stages -- now there may be less interest

 7  this year, because they'll have the water plan.

 8                 So there may be less interest than

 9  there was in the last two years, but that's

10  typically what we all trip up on, is we try to

11  say, or legislators, you know, try to say, well,

12  how do we -- should we -- what are our priorities

13  at stage three?  Well, we don't know, you know,

14  when the drought gets serious, but there's no way

15  in the statute to identify what that stage is.

16                 So I think that would be very

17  welcome when it's ready, and that does sound like

18  a tight schedule for such a lot of agencies, but

19  that part of it, people keep trying to, you know,

20  come up with some language and they can't.

21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey?

22                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think Eric

23  sort of said something.  He didn't say it quite

24  like this, but don't let the perfect be the enemy

25  of the good, is in essence what you said.  So it
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 2  deadline for when they're going to finalize this

 3  round of the drought report plan.

 4                 And then understand it's going to

 5  be a living document, and as we learn more and we

 6  address it -- but we should be ready come next

 7  spring if it looks like we're headed into drought

 8  to be able to use the new drought plan to respond

 9  to what comes forward.

10                 So it's a little bit like that

11  triage.  How do we do what we can do now?  Get it

12  done, and then begin to immediately work on the

13  next iteration.

14                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.

15                 LORI MATHIEU:  And I think to

16  Margaret's point, one of the discussion points

17  that we had last week was how do you mesh the

18  utilities' drought triggers with the State's

19  drought triggers?

20                 Because it's very difficult to say

21  to anyone, oh, yes.  Utility A, B and C is fine,

22  but the governor is saying X, Y, and Z.

23                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes.

24                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so how does

25  that, you know, that's become a very difficult
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� 1  message.  And so we talk about at some point they

 2  start to just merge, and at some point it's the

 3  authority of the governor to make these decisions.

 4                 And so we were leading into that at

 5  stage three, you know, the last drought we went

 6  through.  So that's an important point, as far as

 7  my agency goes, are the drought triggers and

 8  understanding them and working with our utilities

 9  to make sure that they're up to date and they have

10  critical time steps that everybody understands.

11                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes, the

12  legislators were kind of in despair when they

13  heard how many different kinds of drought triggers

14  there were, because there were some municipal as

15  well.

16                 So that would be very helpful to

17  get that straightened out.

18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But also

19  remember that some of the implementation steps in

20  the state water plan are sort of looking

21  at drought planning.

22                 So you could get the plan done.

23  You could then do some iterative work under

24  implementation under the state water plan and

25  continue to improve it.
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 2  importance of being able to regionalize droughts,

 3  because there will be differences among utilities

 4  among areas and among the time --

 5                 MARGARET MINER:  That was very good

 6  in the new plan.  Just one other thing that people

 7  were talking about was there's the governor's

 8  authority to declare a statewide drought, and then

 9  there's DPH's authority to create, do what you did

10  last year when you declared an emergency.

11                 That was a little confusing to

12  people.  So I think the language we were working

13  on said things like, as declared by the governor

14  and our DPH.  And then we cited the authority for

15  each, each agency, the governor and DPH.

16                 But if you're looking at

17  complications at reading the statute, it would be

18  good if that would be a little clearer, also.

19                 Some people say, oh, it's just the

20  governor, but no.  You do all have authority and I

21  think a couple of legislators wanted to be very

22  sure that DPH's authority would be active, as in

23  fact it turned out to be last year.

24                 But I just mentioned that it was

25  another confusing part of trying to deal with the
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 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so to your

 3  point, I think the plan needs to think about that,

 4  about how that works together.  You know, the

 5  commissioner of -- the department of public health

 6  authority is for a public health emergency.  It's

 7  so water systems do not run out of water,

 8  essentially.

 9                 And how that works with the

10  governor's authority needs to be thought through.

11  Absolutely, I agree.

12                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes.  And just a

13  clarity thing.  I didn't see any big problem

14  there, but people weren't quite sure who would be

15  the governing authority in certain situations.

16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  To be

17  continued.  Lots more to talk about with the

18  drought plan.  Thank you very much, Eric.

19  Appreciate it.

20                 Lori, you have two final items

21  that -- you can give us a brief update on WUCC.

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  A very brief update

23  on the WUCC.  The WUCC continues into its second

24  year.  It's working carefully.  All three regions

25  are at the same stage.  They are working to draft
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 2  of four documents of the WUCC process.  The drafts

 3  are due out sometime in December for comment.

 4                 And essentially, the integrated

 5  reports are the 50-year plan for the region, and

 6  they look at supply and demand.  They look at

 7  aquatic impacts, environmental impacts of sources

 8  of supply in the future, identification of future

 9  sources, identification of satellite management,

10  interconnections and what have you.  Water

11  conservation is another thing.

12                 So it's an interesting time to

13  still be involved with the WUCC process.  And I

14  hope any and all people that are interested can

15  continue to attend the monthly meetings for the

16  WUCC.

17                 The WUCC ends and the last document

18  is due to the department in the summer of next

19  year.  So that's the WUCC update.

20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And water

21  conservation?

22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, water

23  conservation.

24                 To Margaret's point on what we were

25  just talking about with trigger levels, my
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 2  at the trigger levels statewide with all of our

 3  utilities.  And so I've been thinking about how to

 4  do that and I'm going to be working with the

 5  Connecticut section, the sustainability committee

 6  which is chaired by Dave Kozminski -- who is not

 7  in the audience.

 8                 But the area here is to focus in on

 9  water, the trigger levels for water conservation

10  plans that are required as part of a water supply

11  plan under the statutes, and to assure that the

12  utilities that were required to produce those

13  plans have reviewed those trigger levels, have

14  taken a careful look at what happened last fall,

15  and then work with the agency to update those

16  trigger levels if necessary.

17                 So we're going to be convening, the

18  health department will be convening a group and

19  working with the water industry to start that work

20  this fall.  So I know water industry people in the

21  room are just hearing this.

22                 So the drought trigger level group

23  I'm going to be pulling together.  John, you'll be

24  hearing about this and maybe even tomorrow when

25  have the security meeting I'll be there.
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 2  90 or so utilities that produce water supply plans

 3  are addressing the letters that we've been sending

 4  out on drought triggers and drought trigger

 5  updates.  So that's an important aspect.

 6                 Margaret, as you mentioned, there's

 7  a lot of questions that legislators had for us at

 8  the health department about trigger levels and

 9  responsiveness.  So we need to look at that with

10  the water industry.  And then if changes need to

11  be made anywhere, whether it's in statute, in

12  regulation, at least we're going to ask the

13  utilities to take a very careful look at these

14  triggers.

15                 And we're possibly going to, Jack,

16  to your point, invite Aquarion in to talk to us as

17  a group about what their forecasting models look

18  like, and provide some assistance there.  So

19  taking it as, you know, kind of an after action of

20  the drought and impact to the water utilities

21  across the state, the large ones, anyway.

22                 So that's that.

23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you

24  very much.

25                 Any public comment?  Yes?
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 2  private citizen.

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Come up here the

 4  microphone, please.

 5                 LINDA PAGANI:  From Bloomfield,

 6  Connecticut.  This is kind of just a housekeeping

 7  thing, but I was wondering if PURA and the Water

 8  Planning Council can publish the agendas as you

 9  used to?  There was no agenda published for this

10  meeting.

11                 Also, the publications page has

12  been out of service for several months.  So

13  there's no minutes.  There's none of that

14  information anymore available to the public.  And

15  I know on the page it says it's supposed to be --

16  it was supposed to be put back up on August 1st.

17                 It has been out of commission for

18  many months, it seems like.  And I know when you

19  go to the calendar and it opens up the separate

20  window, let's say, for this meeting, you used to

21  be able to just click on a link and either

22  download or look at the agenda.  So that would be

23  very helpful to the public, I think.

24                 NICK NEELEY:  I believe this agenda

25  for this meeting was published.
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 2                 NICK NEELEY:  I can check, but it

 3  definitely was published, because I got an e-mail

 4  to me -- and I understand it was published, but

 5  I'll check with her.

 6                 LINDA PAGANI:  I looked everywhere.

 7  It really wasn't -- unless you're on the mailing

 8  list.

 9                 I mean, if that's what the public

10  has to do then maybe that could be something that

11  is sited, you know, on a very prominent place on

12  the CT.gov/water entry, page maybe.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I think we

14  can easily -- and apologies, if you're having

15  difficulty getting this.  We can easily rectify

16  both.  I don't know what they -- we can get the

17  agenda, and as you can see, these meetings are

18  fully transcribed.

19                 So that's a public document that is

20  available.  So we'll make sure that's posted in a

21  prominent place relative to the Water Planning

22  Council.

23                 NICK NEELEY:  I will look at the

24  webpage when I get upstairs and make sure in the

25  future the agendas, the minutes and everything
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 2  website.  So thank you for bringing that to our

 3  attention.

 4                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Within the last few

 5  months Tyra has been adding the minutes when she

 6  sends the agenda, but that does go to the mailing

 7  list.  So I know we were having technical

 8  difficulties.

 9                 Maybe Eric can speak to that where

10  we could not post the minutes.  That's why Tyra

11  ended up -- but we'll see if anything changed with

12  that, Eric.

13                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So my

14  apologies.  There have been a couple issues,

15  webpage related issues that I've been working on

16  with DAS, but we've developed a workaround in the

17  short-term whereby you could then instruct them to

18  send an e-mail requesting any copies of the

19  minutes that are not available so we can get that

20  resolved.

21                 LINDA PAGANI:  But aside from

22  that I wanted to say -- to end on a positive note,

23  I mean, that site is just an absolute treasure

24  trove of information.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, thank you.
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 2  fantastic.  I read all the white papers from

 3  there.  I don't know if they're still up from the

 4  water plan, but --

 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I believe they are.

 6  Yeah.

 7                 LINDA PAGANI:  Yeah.  So it's

 8  great.  Thank you.

 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, very thank you

10  very much.

11                 Margaret, do you have a question?

12                 MARGARET MINER:  I was just going

13  to say, the minutes are important.  People say,

14  well, what happened at the meeting?  And that's a

15  strain, a stress on my memory.  What happened?

16                 It's very nice to have the minutes,

17  and perhaps if it's not possible to post them,

18  there could be a place where people could request

19  to have them sent to them.  You know, even if

20  they're not up you can request to have them

21  mailed.

22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But we can post

23  them.  Yes, absolutely.

24                 MARGARET MINER:  Thanks.

25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other public
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� 1  comment?  Any other public comment?

 2                 (No response.)

 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If there's no other

 4  public comment, our next meeting will be held

 5  October 3rd at 1:30 here.

 6                 And Ms. Lucchina, we have to get a

 7  notice -- or Mr. Neeley, that we're meeting

 8  Friday, there's a public -- so we put that, and

 9  send that into the Secretary of State, that we're

10  going to be meeting at DPH for the purposes of

11  the --

12                 NICK NEELEY:  Developing a webinar.

13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It's a meeting.

14                 Because Betsey would yell at me if

15  I don't do that.  She would catch me on that.

16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  There's your

17  sticky, Jack.  I had already written it down.

18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, look at that.

19  See, I beat you to it.

20                 Okay.  Anything else to come before

21  us today?

22                 (No response.)

23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Again, thanks to the

24  outreach group for a job very well done.  You've

25  done a terrific job.  I really appreciate
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� 1  everything that you've done in, again, in a short

 2  period of time.

 3                 I think we have a really good

 4  direction moving forward -- and also to the Water

 5  Planning Council advisory group for the work that

 6  you have done in terms of looking at policy and

 7  procedures.

 8                 I've looked at that.  I think

 9  that's a great start and a great framework moving

10  forward, as well the suggestions for the

11  implementation plan.  So thank you.  Thank you.

12                 And with that, if there's nothing

13  else to come before us, a motion to adjourn?

14                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.

15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Second.

16                 All those in favor?

17                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.

18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.

19

20                 (Whereupon, the above proceedings

21  were concluded at 2:55 p.m.)

22

23

24

25
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We call this meeting
 2  of the Water Planning Council for September 5th to
 3  order.
 4                 The first order of business is
 5  going to be an update on the plan in terms of
 6  outreach.  As you know, the outreach plan is
 7  between November 20th and -- oh, I'm sorry.  Now
 8  through November 20th.
 9                 I spoke to the AARP in North Haven
10  several weeks ago.  There are about, what?  Fifty
11  people there, Nick?
12                 NICK NEELEY:  Yeah, 50.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  At least 50 people
14  there.  It was very well received, lots of
15  questions and more to come in terms of doing
16  outreach with the senior citizens.  So I was very
17  pleased.  They seemed very engaged, lots of
18  questions.
19                 Thank you, Betsey.  Betsey followed
20  up on a few questions that were asked of us, and
21  really good questions, actually.  And I enjoyed it
22  very much.
23                 Any other comments about any --
24  you've done some.
25                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, the recent
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 1  events?
 2                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yeah.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  So I along -- with
 4  myself and Linda for RO, attended the Southeastern
 5  Council of Governments meeting on August 23rd.
 6  And there were quite a few chief elected officials
 7  there in attendance, and we presented for about
 8  20, 30 minutes.
 9                 We had received quite a bit of
10  comments.  We had changed around the core
11  presentation to, you know, the second slide was a
12  question to the chief elected officials.  You
13  know, what are your concerns about water?
14                 So that spurred on an awful lot of
15  conversation between the elected officials.  They
16  had a lot of questions, and usually with elected
17  officials what comes to mind is things that they
18  hear that are issues and problems.
19                 So they brought up things about
20  water main extensions, storm water permitting.  So
21  we have talked about that -- and Corinne is here.
22  We talked about that during one of our conference
23  calls after that particular meeting.  And Linda is
24  writing up the questions that we received.
25                 So there's a lot of interest in
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 1  water, and once you get them thinking about it
 2  they do bring up even more questions, because they
 3  start thinking about any and all water projects
 4  within their towns, that affect their towns and
 5  their water needs within their towns.
 6                 And why can't the State work fast
 7  enough?  And how is the plan going to affect that,
 8  that particular project that happens to be in
 9  their town?
10                 So I think it was a good experience
11  with that group of elected officials.  And once we
12  get involved with more discussions with chief
13  elected officials I think -- we're putting that
14  slide, asking any questions about issues at the
15  end of the presentation, because we don't want
16  that to get in the middle of the discussion.  We
17  want to present and educate first, and then have
18  the broader discussion.
19                 So it went well.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good.
21                 Okay.  We're going to go right to
22  the outreach team.
23                 LORI MATHIEU:  So Linda is out
24  today.  We're going to ask Eric, Corinne, Nick and
25  Gail to come on up and have a seat, and we can


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 6


 1  have a brief discussion, if you don't mind.
 2                 So we've been meeting on a weekly
 3  basis and we had our first face-to-face meeting
 4  last week at OPM's offices and it went very, very
 5  well.  Our focus has been a number of things,
 6  making sure that we're covering every council of
 7  government meeting.  We -- on that topic, I think
 8  we still have a few, Gail to --
 9                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Yes.
10                 LORI MATHIEU:  -- to nail down, but
11  we're working hard on that.
12                 And between Gail and Linda, I think
13  we've done a great job at scheduling.  It's not
14  easy, and we're trying to make sure that at
15  least -- obviously, at least one of us on the
16  Council can be there, if not two.
17                 And then we talk a lot about notes,
18  and keeping notes about questions.  We think that
19  that's important.  So just going alone by yourself
20  would probably be difficult because you need
21  somebody there to take some notes, because they
22  bring up good questions.
23                 So also I know Nick on the other,
24  another topic, Nick has been working hard with the
25  state representatives and the three towns on
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 1  pulling together public meetings.
 2                 So I don't know, Nick, if you
 3  wanted to mention a little bit about that?
 4                 NICK NEELEY:  Sure.  So we have
 5  confirmed to -- we've got several people that have
 6  offered and said they would host one of these
 7  legislative public meetings.
 8                 We're at Hampton's next Wednesday.
 9                 And then we've got Jonathan
10  Steinberg.  We'll do something down in the
11  Westport area.  I've got to work on a date with
12  him.
13                 Mary Mushinsky will do something in
14  Wallingford in the fall.
15                 And Cathy Osten, the State Senator
16  from down in Southeast Connecticut.  And Paul
17  Formica who's chair of energy, and Heather Somers
18  who's chair of public health, one of the chairs of
19  public health, they'll do a joint one down in
20  Southeast Connecticut.
21                 So what I have right now is we'll
22  do it.  The dates, you know, unfortunately they're
23  still focused a lot of the time still on the
24  budget.  You know, so that's one of the challenges
25  is getting a date.
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 1                 The second challenge is to try to
 2  find a date where it's possible for all four of
 3  you to be there.  What I saw from the schedule is
 4  there are, like, two dates between now and
 5  November when you're all available.  So we'll have
 6  to -- it will be a challenge and, you know, we'll
 7  make it work.
 8                 And I know, for example,
 9  Commissioner Betkoski, it's very important for
10  him.  I know one of them, he wants to be at the
11  Mushinsky event because he served with Mary for
12  many years.  So when I get some dates I'll forward
13  them off to you.
14                 I do have a draft public meeting
15  agenda and a draft public meeting notice that I
16  sent to Corinne and Eric and Linda and a couple
17  other people on Friday, so I'm starting to get
18  comments back.  Once I've got that I'll send it
19  over to you all to look at.
20                 It's a pretty straightforward
21  public meeting notice, no different than what most
22  agencies do.  And then the agenda is -- let me
23  just give you a quick run through.
24                 LORI MATHIEU:  So Nick, these will
25  be night meetings.  Correct?
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 1                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, these are all
 2  evening hearings.  They all, the legislators all
 3  preferred evening.  And they will do press.  They
 4  will push out notices to their constituents, to
 5  the local newspapers.  And they will contact --
 6  I've asked them to contact their legislators in
 7  their part of the state to invite them to appear.
 8                 So the general extent of it should
 9  be there might be a welcome and introductions, and
10  opening remarks by the elected official.  And then
11  the Water Planning Council, I thought, could do
12  sort of a conduct of the public meeting and an
13  overview of the comments and question process.
14                 And then the presentation of the
15  water plan, public comment, you know, with elected
16  officials going first and then questions from the
17  public.  And then, you know, conclusion, closing
18  remarks, thank yous and the like.
19                 So that's what they're all looking
20  at now and I'm going to get some suggestions, and
21  then I'll get it back to you.
22                 And in the opening remarks we would
23  talk about the fact, you know, if you want the
24  remarks, your comments to be part of the record in
25  this matter then put them in writing, but I think
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 1  the law says we'll at least consider oral
 2  comments, which you can consider any way you'd
 3  like.  So --
 4                 And that's where I'm at.  Any
 5  questions?
 6                 Oh, yeah.  Actually she has a good
 7  idea.  So Hampton's is next Wednesday,
 8  September 13th, from seven to nine.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We can all be there.
10  Right?  That one?
11                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, at the Simsbury
12  Town Hall, Main Program Room, 3 Hopmeadow Street,
13  Simsbury, Connecticut.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
15                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So then that
16  brings us to the core presentation and the
17  webinar, which we have a final, final draft core
18  presentation.
19                 I know that we spent some time last
20  Thursday walking through the slides, and in
21  preparation of the webinar so that we could --
22  each one of us will have about six or seven slides
23  to present on Friday.  So Friday morning we are
24  practicing and then producing the webinar at the
25  Capitol Avenue complex, at our media center.
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 1                 So we have -- hopefully your staffs
 2  have shared those, those slides with you that you
 3  would be responsible for.
 4                 Betsey, there was one -- your set
 5  of slides we thought that a couple slides maybe
 6  needed some additional revision, in particular the
 7  slide on climate change.  And so you know, we're
 8  just leaving it up to you to take a look at it and
 9  maybe edit, or revise and update.
10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So we revised
11  it, but on the way over we talked about revising
12  it again.
13                 So stay tuned.
14                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  Good.  No,
15  that's good.
16                 I think, you know, any one of the
17  slides, no matter if it's your slide to present on
18  or not, I think all of us should take a careful
19  look at this because we're all going to be
20  presenting these.
21                 And I think it flows very well.  I
22  think the team has done a great job between
23  Corinne, Eric, Gail, Nick and Linda -- have done a
24  tremendous job thinking though in putting together
25  the script that is part of the presentation,
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 1  adding some great pictures and then, you know,
 2  pausing where it's important to pause.
 3                 And I think in talking about the
 4  balance and talking about the key points, I think
 5  the presentation does that in a number of points,
 6  which is important in front of chief elected
 7  officials.
 8                 So are there any questions on that?
 9                 I know we're practicing.  What time
10  do we start?  8:30, I believe we're going to
11  gather up at -- why don't we meet at OPM's
12  offices, because you're closest to our media
13  center?  The media center is at the basement level
14  of 460 Capitol Avenue.  We could meet for coffee
15  in the cafeteria at 8:15 if you'd like, and then
16  we could walk over to the media center.
17                 So we're practicing first and then
18  we're going through actually taping the webinar.
19                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Any tidbits?
20  Obviously, what we should be wearing -- and you
21  don't want wild pink shirts or wild ties.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, absolutely.
23  Hawaiian shirts.
24                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Or Hawaiian shirts.
25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  It depends if
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 1  you look good in pink, Jack.
 2                 So do we have a goal for how long
 3  the webinar would take?
 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  About 35 minutes.
 5  So each one of us, I think, is about eight to ten
 6  minutes.
 7                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And have we
 8  tested that out in terms of the script?
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  I have.
10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And does it
11  work?
12                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, for the most
13  part, as long as you don't dottle on certain
14  points -- like I usually do.  So -- right?
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  You said it.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  I can criticize
17  myself if I want to.
18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Yes, Nick?
19                 NICK NEELEY:  Eric, why don't you
20  talk about how, when the public sees it, what
21  they're going to see on the screen after it's
22  taped?
23                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So we had
24  some debate in our workgroup meeting last week in
25  terms of what should be viewable, whether we want
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 1  to look at just the slides, or the slides in
 2  conjunction with whoever is speaking.
 3                 And so I believe, if I recall, we
 4  elected to just go with the slides.  Or -- Okay.
 5  So we're going to do a double pane?
 6                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
 7                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  The large pane
 8  will be the slides and the smaller will be the
 9  speaker that's currently talking.
10                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.  I think we
11  agreed to that.  Right?
12                 CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  That's with our
14  communication staff.  They kind of said that
15  looked good and we were looking at the model that
16  was done for the emergency preparedness and how it
17  looks.
18                 So essentially, Jack will start it
19  off and open up the webinar and go through the
20  first six to seven slides.  I am up next, and we
21  talk about key highlights.  And then Betsey is up
22  after me to talk about regional watersheds, and
23  the watershed and all the mapping, and then in the
24  basins.
25                 And then Garrett comes along to
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 1  talk about the consensus-based policy priorities,
 2  and then closes out the webinar -- unless, Jack,
 3  you want to close?  You want to say a few words at
 4  the very end?  That could be your choice to do, or
 5  Garrett could close.  We can talk about that.
 6                 So that's that.  So we gather at
 7  Capitol Avenue.  More information will come at --
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  8:15.
 9                 NICK NEELEY:  8:15 we can do the
10  cafeteria at 470 Capitol avenue.
11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Is somebody there to
12  time?
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
14                 NICK NEELEY:  To give you an idea
15  how much time you have left on your talking?
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.
17                 NICK NEELEY:  I think Linda was
18  going to contact -- I don't know what it's called.
19  It's the hearing-impaired commission about --
20                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
21                 NICK NEELEY:  How we do it at PURA,
22  we put it in our notice.  If you need special
23  accommodation, let us know.  And I think DEEP does
24  the same thing, but I think in this case I think
25  Linda was going to cover that and see if we could
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 1  find somebody and bring somebody in for the
 2  presentation to do that.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
 4                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  As a third pane?
 5                 NICK NEELEY:  Well, you've got one
 6  pane -- is you.
 7                 Give me a second.
 8                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  The slide.
 9                 NICK NEELEY:  It's got to be a
10  third.
11                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Okay.  And how
12  long will it take to actually do the final editing
13  and actually get it up on the web?
14                 LORI MATHIEU:  If we do not have to
15  edit it, it's instantaneous.  That's what they
16  told us.
17                 NICK NEELEY:  Right.  And he said
18  it's fine if it looks kind of -- I mean, it
19  shouldn't look too staged and too formal.  So if,
20  you know, if people cough or people pause for a
21  minute, I mean, that's sort of fine, I guess.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  And our
23  media center has the soundproofing, so we're not
24  going to be disturbed by anything.  And you've got
25  to be really careful about extra noise and
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 1  cellphones and all that stuff.  So -- because it
 2  picks up everything.  So that's Friday.
 3                 And we should be able to have that
 4  up and available by, I would say, by Monday,
 5  Tuesday, within a few days.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Very good.
 7                 LORI MATHIEU:  So that will be
 8  excellent, and available, which is great.  So as
 9  we move ahead with all the presentations, all the
10  other presentations, that's at least something we
11  can point to.
12                 CORINNE FITTING:  Lori?
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes.
14                 CORINNE FITTING:  And did we also
15  need to discuss, like, contact if people have
16  questions?  How are we going to address those?
17                 I mean, we'll keep a running list
18  and we'll put frequently asked questions up on the
19  website.  But a contact, we haven't decided on.
20                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, who is the main
21  contact for any questions as part of the webinar,
22  you said?
23                 CORINNE FITTING:  Yes.
24                 LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know.  What
25  are the thoughts about a main contact?
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 1                 NICK NEELEY:  Well, we also talked
 2  about, I mean, everything we've ever had on the
 3  websites about the water plan we've never -- you
 4  can send comments, but we've never had an
 5  800-number or a number for anybody to call with
 6  questions about the water plan, I guess.
 7                 CORINNE FITTING:  Yeah.  And I
 8  guess the question is, do we need to do something
 9  like that?  Do we need to have a main contact or
10  something so we can get back to people?
11                 NICK NEELEY:  Or where, where
12  someone can post a question.  You can post a
13  question in an e-mail to us.
14                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's probably the
16  best.
17                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Is there an
18  e-mail address associated with the main webpage?
19  I mean, that would be the way to go.  And then
20  Eric gets to answer all of them.
21                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  So the current
22  e-mail address is WPC@CT.gov.  It's a generic
23  email that we monitor for incoming questions or
24  comments that are addressed to any number of water
25  planning council members.
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 1                 LORI MATHIEU:  So you've been
 2  watching that?  You monitor that, that e-mail box
 3  then?
 4                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So
 5  anything that comes in will be screened and
 6  anything that's appropriate will be forwarded to
 7  the council for consideration.  It gets forwarded.
 8                 LORI MATHIEU:  Is that something we
 9  still want to do and promote during this webinar?
10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I would think so.
11                 LORI MATHIEU:  I don't know how
12  much work -- how much work has that been over the
13  last year?
14                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  We received --
15  actually it's been quite limited, the amount of
16  correspondence that's come in.  Generally, maybe
17  once -- one or two messages a week.  It's been a
18  higher frequency at certain times, but that's
19  usually the average so far.
20                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  The only
21  concern I have is I don't want to lead to
22  confusion as to how to submit comments.  I don't
23  want to give people the impression that they could
24  send us questions, but then they're not submitting
25  official comments on the plan.
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 1                 So maybe we can talk about that
 2  further.  I don't want to have two avenues of
 3  commenting on the state water plan.
 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  We should
 5  not have anyone confused.  If I have a question,
 6  could maybe you just use the electronic format to
 7  submit the questions as well, instead of having
 8  it go the -- to your point, there's just one place
 9  to go so there's no confusion.
10                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I would also
11  suggest for the webinar that we delete the slide,
12  what is your number one concern for water in
13  Connecticut?  Since it's not going to be back and
14  forth -- and we just go straight to the
15  opportunities to learn and comment slide.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  I'll have to think
17  about that.  I'll have to think about it.  That's
18  an interesting comment.  I get your point.
19                 We meet again on Thursday
20  afternoon, I think.  Right?  At one o'clock.  So I
21  guess if everyone thinks about that -- I guess I'm
22  leaning toward yes.  I think that that would make
23  sense, because it's not a back and forth and
24  there's nobody there.
25                 But it was really meant to prompt
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 1  people to be interested and to think about how
 2  water affects them and what their concerns are on
 3  water, and trying to get people to comment -- at
 4  least read the two-page document.
 5                 So maybe there's a different slide
 6  we put up there instead of the way it's worded
 7  now.  But let's think about that.
 8                 NICK NEELEY:  Could you say at the
 9  beginning, you know, as you watch this webinar
10  think about, you know, how water is important to
11  you and where it fits into your life, and then
12  segue into the presentation?
13                 LORI MATHIEU:  We can do that.
14  That's a good point, at the beginning, so that
15  would be something that Jack can maybe speak to.
16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And if they
17  spent 35 minutes with you they're probably going
18  to comment.  So --
19                 LORI MATHIEU:  I hope so -- or not.
20  You know, we just move on to other things.
21                 So there's a few other things in
22  the outreach plan that I think we're going to work
23  on.  We talked last week about other presentations
24  in front of other groups.
25                 And that I want to say here in
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 1  front of everyone that's here that we're willing
 2  to -- now that we have a good core presentation
 3  and we're willing to go out and speak in front of
 4  other groups, like Jack was mentioning AARP, we're
 5  willing to go out to any and all other groups.  So
 6  if there's anyone here today that wants to have
 7  the presentation done, come see us and talk to us
 8  about it.
 9                 Also, I think that we want to add
10  an agricultural group and a business group.  And
11  we're open to any suggestions from anyone.  We're
12  thinking CBIA, we're thinking about -- for
13  agriculture, I really don't know.
14                 NICK NEELEY:  Connecticut Farm
15  Bureau.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  The farm bureau, so
17  we have some work to do on that and making those
18  contacts.  And if there's any other groups out
19  there that are interested, please let us know.
20  We'll add you to the calendar.
21                 But again, the comment period runs
22  through November 20th and we want to be able to
23  get out before November to present and give people
24  time to review and comment by the 20th.
25                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So my
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 1  understanding is it's also our intent to put the
 2  presentation online so people can do a self-guided
 3  tour?
 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, absolutely.
 5  Along with the webinar we have a great
 6  information path.  And so the one -- I guess, the
 7  last one, the one public hearing that we have to
 8  hold?
 9                 NICK NEELEY:  Yes, I think we're
10  trying to work out a date and a location.  Again,
11  that's important that it be a date that you're all
12  available.  And I've kicked around locations in
13  Hartford, East Hartford, West Hartford.
14                 So Linda has been working on
15  that -- in the evening.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I think
17  Linda was -- the evening, Central Connecticut.  So
18  that's not solidified yet, but it will be soon.
19  We should nail down that, that date.
20                 NICK NEELEY:  And in addition to
21  that I've also spoken to CCM directly and COST
22  directly.  And they would like to get a
23  presentation into their members in some form, but
24  they're really not prepared to do anything right
25  now until the budget is in place.
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 1                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So Nick, we
 2  could host it at 79 Elm Street.  I mean, the
 3  auditorium works quite well.
 4                 NICK NEELEY:  That was the other
 5  thing.  Actually, Corinne, you had brought up that
 6  idea doing 79 Elm.
 7                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And evening
 8  parking is not a challenge.
 9                 NICK NEELEY:  Unless -- you've just
10  got to check and make sure there's nothing at the
11  Bushnell.
12                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Do you keep
13  security in the evening, though?
14                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  If there's an
15  event, they'll stay.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Either that or the
17  LOB.
18                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  They close at
19  five right now.
20                 NICK NEELEY:  So that, the DEEP one
21  will work well.  She's right.  There's good
22  parking there.
23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's fine.
24                 LORI MATHIEU:  So that's it.  The
25  other one that we have in the calendar is the
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 1  Connecticut Section CWWA annual meeting
 2  October 20th -- right?  October 24th?
 3                 John?
 4                 JOHN HUDAK:  It's on my calendar.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Twenty-fourth, 23rd?
 6  Yes?
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We should definitely
 8  have some enrolling out there.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  So we've been sort
10  of invited.  We've kind of invited ourselves.  So
11  we'll be there.  Right, John?
12                 So that's October twenty-?
13                 JOHN HUDAK:  Twenty-fourth.
14                 LORI MATHIEU:  So that's all I
15  have.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything else?
17                 LORI MATHIEU:  No.
18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  You've done a
19  fantastic job with this, and really in a short
20  period of time accomplished a lot of ground.  So
21  much appreciated.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, there is one
23  more thing.
24                 So Elaine from CDM was ever so kind
25  to give me four more copies of the plan.  So the
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 1  idea was one for the governor, the governor's
 2  staff, and then one for each one of the --
 3                 So Jonathan Hampton, Mary Mushinsky
 4  and Jonathan Steinberg.  So I have them in my
 5  office.  We have to figure out how to get them to
 6  them.
 7                 One idea was to wait for their, you
 8  know -- for Jonathan Steinberg we can hand it to
 9  him next week, but how do we want to get these
10  plans --
11                 NICK NEELEY:  Hampton next week.
12                 LORI MATHIEU:  Hampton, I'm sorry.
13  Hampton next week in Simsbury.
14                 So I have the copies and I'm going
15  to make sure that we get them out sooner rather
16  than later to these state representatives.  So any
17  ideas and thoughts, that would be more than
18  welcome.
19                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  They may be in
20  Hartford next week, so we can certainly give that
21  to them.  If you give them to me I will get them
22  to them.
23                 LORI MATHIEU:  Very good.  Good.  I
24  will bring them over this afternoon.
25                 Thank you.
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 1                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  Have we gotten
 2  copies for the state library?
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, yes.
 4  Definitely.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yes, we did.  They
 6  have two copies, the state library.
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Did you get, like, a
 8  receipt and documentation?
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  We have
10  documentation and a letter, and a memo.
11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Very well done.
12                 CORINNE FITTING:  Except that I
13  think the ones that went to the state library,
14  they have them out because they have to be bound
15  properly, or something.  So they're not actually
16  available to anybody.  They're out of circulation.
17                 So that's a problem.
18                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  I mean, we
19  can't change the state library's procedures, so --
20  but it is available online and libraries, they can
21  provide Internet access to people to get to it
22  online.
23                 CORINNE FITTING:  The point of
24  having it at the state library was to have a hard
25  copy available that people could go and check out,
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 1  but that didn't work.
 2                 JUDY ALLEN:  Well, it will be out
 3  of circulation for a few weeks to go through this
 4  cataloging process.
 5                 He told me that if you go in he
 6  will try and pull it out for you to read.  So if
 7  you ask, you have to ask specifically, can they
 8  get it for you?
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  So it is available
10  if you go there and ask for the document?  Yeah,
11  that's what I thought.  Right.  Okay.  Good.
12  That's good.
13                 JUDY ALLEN:  You may have to hunt
14  for it.
15                 CORINNE FITTING:  Sorry.  I
16  misunderstood.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Anything
18  else?
19                 (No response.)
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
21                 We're going to move on to the Water
22  Planning Council advisory group report.
23                 Margaret and John?
24                 JOHN HUDAK:  Sure.  Good afternoon.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Good afternoon.
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 1                 JOHN HUDAK:  A few updates.
 2  Margaret actually ran down all 20 of our members
 3  to find out their interest in continuing.  We did
 4  get a resignation from Bob Young.  We do have a
 5  candidate in mind, which we would like you to
 6  appoint today if you can.
 7                 Also our energy rep, Robert Spooner
 8  is probably going to step down as well.  Others
 9  had, you know, others committed to at least
10  continuing on either temporarily or until they can
11  find an alternate, but I would say our attendance
12  at the last meeting was very good.
13                 Out of 20 members, or 19 remaining
14  or 18, we had 16 in attendance and 4 alternates.
15  But we would like to appoint Pat Kearney as Bob's
16  replacement from Manchester, at your pleasure.
17                 MARGARET MINER:  You all know?  You
18  all got word about that from Bob about Pat
19  Kearney?  No?
20                 NICK NEELEY:  No.
21                 JOHN HUDAK:  We went through Bruce.
22                 MARGARET MINER:  So Pat Kearney is
23  at Manchester Utilities and he replaced Bob Young
24  there.  He has 20 years of experience there, or
25  so, and I believe he worked at DPH for a stint
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 1  prior to going to the utility.
 2                 He asked for lots of materials,
 3  what we're working on and Bruce Wittchen was --
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  We do have it.
 5  Thank you, Garrett.  We have an e-mail right in
 6  front of us here.
 7                 MARGARET MINER:  He seemed to us
 8  very qualified and very interested.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, as long as
10  he's indicated a willingness to serve?
11                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes, definitely.
12                 LORI MATHIEU:  And Pat would
13  fill -- he would fill which?
14                 JOHN HUDAK:  The municipal water.
15                 LORI MATHIEU:  Municipal water.
16                 MARGARET MINER:  And you have to
17  look if it's middle -- Manchester has both water
18  and wastewater, so we've kind of fudged on that.
19  So we just need to check --
20                 JOHN HUDAK:  Well, Tom Tyler is the
21  wastewater person from MDC.
22                 MARGARET MINER:  I've got it
23  switched around.  So he'll be the regular utility
24  rep for Manchester.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Do I hear a motion
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 1  to appoint Pat Kearney?
 2                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Second.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  A motion made and
 5  seconded that Pat Kearney be appointed to the
 6  Water Planning Council advisory group.
 7                 Any questions or comments?
 8                 (No response.)
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If not, all those in
10  favor signify by saying, aye.
11                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  The motion is
13  carried, and we will notify Pat and welcome him to
14  the WPCAG.
15                 JOHN HUDAK:  Thank you.
16                 In other news, we have three
17  subcommittees.
18                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes.
19                 Well, before we move from
20  membership, I had suggested Fred Klein, who you
21  all probably remember.  He came here representing
22  Aquarion a couple years ago.  He's head of the
23  Connecticut Power and Energy Association.  It's a
24  private group.  They give very good dinners and
25  seminars.
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 1                 So I thought either he would be a
 2  possible candidate, or he would know someone.  And
 3  I don't think we followed up on that, but if
 4  you -- if you all would like us to follow up on
 5  that, we certainly could.
 6                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So this is for
 7  the energy seat?
 8                 MARGARET MINER:  This would be for
 9  the energy.
10                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yeah.  I mean,
11  if you have candidates I think I would also like
12  to reach out to the governor's office and see if
13  they have candidates as well.
14                 MARGARET MINER:  So will you do
15  that?
16                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  Yeah, I'll
17  reach out to the governor's office.  But if you
18  have candidates I think we'd be happy to see those
19  as well.
20                 MARGARET MINER:  Okay.  Thank you.
21                 JOHN HUDAK:  So we formed three
22  subcommittees at the last meeting with the
23  discussion in part held by Larry Bingaman's e-mail
24  from July.
25                 One is going to be concerning
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 1  operating procedures for the Water Planning
 2  Council advisory group.  Everybody on the group
 3  thought it was a good idea, and so we formed a
 4  group and it's going to report back at our next
 5  meeting in a couple of weeks.
 6                 There's also been some discussion
 7  about our membership composition with all the
 8  moving about over the past few years.  Nobody has
 9  really, I think, a hundred percent tracked what
10  interests each person on the advisory group
11  represents as far as the statutory charge goes.
12  So we have a subcommittee working on that, too.
13                 Lastly, our third subcommittee,
14  it's kind of building on Len DeJong's concept
15  paper he presented at the last meeting and your
16  request to kind of refine this concept and look at
17  others.  We did look at Len's and two other
18  potential models.  We decided to hone in on one in
19  particular suggested by Virginia de Lima.
20                 So in the past three weeks Len,
21  Virginia and I have worked diligently to refine
22  the concept.  We submitted to you a concept paper
23  last Friday.  I don't know if you've gotten an
24  opportunity to review it as of yet, but it really
25  builds on the concepts diagrammed in to the state
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 1  water plan flowchart, maybe with some variations,
 2  but it's framing the implementation advisory
 3  group.
 4                 In that chart is a standing
 5  workgroup study and it examines scientific and
 6  policy approaches for implementing the
 7  recommendations in the plan.
 8                 The workgroup would include, you
 9  know as suggested, Water Planning Council, agency
10  members, advisory group members and subject matter
11  experts who can bring whatever knowledge and
12  expertise they have for a particular issue to the
13  process.  It's anticipated we could have a spinoff
14  of subgroups, even bringing in additional external
15  experts as needed to tackle a particular
16  recommendation.
17                 And then we tried to spell out
18  roles in the paper as well.  The advisory group
19  would essentially serve as a stakeholder voice to
20  the process, working closely with the workgroup to
21  ensuring that stakeholder interests were
22  considered in recommendations to the Council.
23                 The advisory group would also work
24  with the Water Planning Council to prioritize and
25  draft assignments and recruit members for the
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 1  workgroup as necessary.
 2                 You'll see in the paper there's a
 3  communications diagram.  We purposely avoided
 4  presenting it as an organizational chart, or as a
 5  hierarchy.  The advisory group and the workgroup
 6  would ultimately receive their direction from the
 7  Council.
 8                 And on the second page you'll see
 9  we included a high-level case example of how a
10  particular recommendation might be worked through.
11  It is hypothetical.  It's not a recommendation of
12  this particular issue which was obsolete
13  registrations go through this process, but just to
14  illustrate how it might work.
15                 It starts off with, the Council
16  determining the retiring of obsolete registration
17  as a high priority.
18                 Two, the advisory group assists in
19  identifying and recruiting additional members for
20  the workgroup.
21                 Three, the Council refers the
22  recommendation to the workgroup.  The workgroup
23  convenes, assigns possibly one or more
24  subcommittees as necessary to tackle and research
25  the matter.  And then they draft up
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 1  recommendations that go back to the advisory group
 2  as being the stakeholder review.
 3                 And you know, in a perfect world
 4  the two marry and you guys give recommendations
 5  that both groups support, but if not there would
 6  be some kind of representation of those positions.
 7                 And then it's up to the Council to
 8  either accept the report and the recommendations
 9  or to -- and move forward, or send it back to the
10  workgroup for further comment.
11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Reaction?
12                 LORI MATHIEU:  So I haven't read
13  the details.  How do you see the workgroup and the
14  advisory committee working together?
15                 JOHN HUDAK:  Well, there would be
16  members of the advisory group on the workgroup.  I
17  would expect that's where the most intensive
18  exchange of communication would take place.
19                 Additionally, the workgroup -- we
20  would expect the chair or chairs of the workgroup
21  to report monthly at the advisory group's meeting
22  and the Water Planning Council's meeting.
23                 And then when it got down to draft
24  recommendations or substantive deliverables those
25  would also go to the advisory group for review,
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 1  because it's expected to be a wider stakeholder
 2  audience than participating in the workgroup
 3  itself.
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Nick?
 5                 NICK NEELEY:  So I have a question.
 6  So the timing of this, so this group would start
 7  the work after the Legislature adopted the plan?
 8                 JOHN HUDAK:  Yeah, that would be
 9  the intent, when the plan implementation would
10  begin.  And if Len -- or Virginia has anything to
11  add, please do.
12                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I think a
13  follow-up to your question, Lori, of the role of
14  the advisory group.
15                 Because it represents a wide suite
16  of stakeholders they would be looking at it asking
17  two very basic questions.  Does this make sense?
18  And will it work?  And getting the perspective of
19  the various stakeholders on those two questions
20  before the recommendations of the workgroup were
21  finalized to go to you folks.
22                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So in many ways
23  it's sort of modeled off the other state's
24  workgroup.  Correct?  In terms of a group that was
25  working, had a specific charge, developed
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 1  recommendations, and in that place actually sort
 2  of finalized the report, but this would be
 3  recommendations back up to the Water Planning
 4  Council.
 5                 JOHN HUDAK:  Yeah, I can use that
 6  as an example.  Also, I'd like to think of it as
 7  kind of a combined science, technology and policy
 8  workgroup where you have that, you know, a
 9  resource of expertise sitting there that can be,
10  you know, formed, you know, whatever tactical
11  panels to go after something.
12                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So with the
13  policies and procedures group that is looking at
14  issues and the membership group combined with
15  this, I think it provides a very stable platform
16  as we move forward for implementation.
17                 And I really appreciate the thought
18  that went into putting this together and sort of
19  the framework around it.  And I think that analogy
20  is a very good one, John, in terms of sort of the
21  best of both worlds moving forward.
22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much
23  for putting that together.  I think that this is
24  something we don't have to act on today, but it's
25  a good framework moving forward.
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 1                 JOHN HUDAK:  If you do have any
 2  thoughts please get them to us.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.  I think that
 4  we can digest this, and as we move forward we can
 5  get --
 6                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So what is the
 7  right time step, Jack, for probably doing that
 8  just to be able to provide the advisory group some
 9  feedback and to know, do they need to get anything
10  back to us?  Do we want to get something to them?
11                 Just I want to make sure we keep
12  things moving as we go forward.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I would hope we get
14  something back to them, you know, before their --
15  and when is your next meeting?
16                 JOHN HUDAK:  Margaret?  The 23rd,
17  or something.
18                 MARGARET MINER:  The third Tuesday.
19  I'll have to take a look.
20                 Two weeks from today.
21                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  And when do you
22  think the policies and procedures might be ready
23  to come to the Water Planning Council and the
24  membership recommendations?
25                 JOHN HUDAK:  That's a good
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 1  question.  I don't know if that group has convened
 2  yet.  They're going to be reporting back at our
 3  next meeting, but we can try to rush them along
 4  for either the next meeting or maybe the following
 5  one.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's a
 7  good point in terms of I think we all agree up
 8  here that I think we need to get the policy and
 9  procedures in place before we sign off on an
10  implementation plan.  So I think that's important.
11                 I would say that if we get some
12  more feedback in terms of the implementation plan
13  to you by our next meeting, and then I think
14  that's still -- by our next meeting.
15                 And I think that still gives you
16  plenty of time to go to your next meeting in
17  October.  We're still well within the timeframe
18  before we conclude the public comment period on
19  November 20th.
20                 Is everybody okay with that?
21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Right.  I agree.  I
22  think it's important to see all the documents.  I
23  don't think we're in a big rush to get this done.
24  We have some time to be thoughtful about it.
25                 And so I would have some time to


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 41


 1  take a look at it and vet it through my agency.
 2  So yeah, I think that makes sense.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  At least a start.
 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  It's a great start.
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It's an excellent
 6  start, and they put a lot of time and effort into
 7  this, so I want to be sensitive to that.  So I'd
 8  like to get our feedback to them.  Is that okay?
 9                 JOHN HUDAK:  That's great.  Thank
10  you.
11                 THE CHAIRMAN:  No.  Thank you very
12  much.
13                 Anything else?
14                 MARGARET MINER:  We have two groups
15  that are -- well, we have the watershed, that
16  drinking water watershed lands group that Karen
17  and I head up.  And we'll be meeting I believe on
18  the 15th probably in the morning.
19                 The drought, there's still need for
20  work on drought management.  Bruce Wittchen
21  reported to us on what was happening with the
22  interagency drought management group, however I do
23  not have a clear recollection of exactly -- the
24  timeline seemed to be a little drawn out, but
25  maybe Lori Mathieu, you could explain where we
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 1  are.
 2                 Our drought group is really waiting
 3  on the interagency drought management group.
 4  We're in limbo with our --
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  We're actually --
 6  Eric is on the agenda for under old business, item
 7  seven, the drought report update.
 8                 So we met and he has lots of good
 9  stuff to talk about.
10                 MARGARET MINER:  Good.
11                 So the only one that's active,
12  that's specifically WPCAG, is the watershed -- the
13  drinking water watershed lands group, which is
14  Karen and I.
15                 And that group looks at issues
16  involving class-one and class-two lands and
17  class-one and class-two-like lands, lands that
18  would be class-one and class-two if they were
19  owned by a water company.
20                 LORI MATHIEU:  Jack, if I might ask
21  a question about the lands group?
22                 So you've been around a long time,
23  worked on a lot of important changes and updates
24  and items and issues.  Is there anything on your
25  agenda to think about?  Are you thinking about
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 1  anything in particular?
 2                 MARGARET MINER:  The agenda -- and
 3  Karen, help me if I forget some item.
 4                 The regional water authority had
 5  announced the sale of a couple of properties that
 6  have historic buildings on them.  I think we'll
 7  get a report from CFE maybe directly, or from Kirk
 8  Johnson on what that arrangement was.
 9                 Paul Zagorsky who -- I said, don't
10  come to the meeting.  You can come to our
11  watershed lands meeting group.  So Paul Zagorsky
12  will probably come from New Britain.
13                 We have -- and we'll have some kind
14  of report on the state water plan, how it, you
15  know, what kind of attention is given to drinking
16  water lands, recharge lands, and probably look at
17  the plan of conservation and development with the
18  same -- through the same lense with attention to
19  what the protections are for source water lands,
20  which we hope will be strong.
21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Okay.  So part of
22  the group's mission then would be to review the
23  draft plan and provide some input and some
24  thoughts as to --
25                 MARGARET MINER:  Right.  To get
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 1  some reaction, or at least point people to the
 2  sections where it's discussed and see if we can
 3  get any preliminary reaction.
 4                 Ditto with the plan of conservation
 5  and development.  If people haven't even looked at
 6  it yet, say -- well, here's where water is
 7  discussed.  Be sure you're aware of it.  Do you
 8  have a reaction now or will you?  And this is how
 9  you comment.
10                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?
11                 LORI MATHIEU:  Yeah, thank you.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Anything else on the
13  Water Planning Council advisory group?
14                 (No response.)
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
16  Keep busy there.
17                 Under old business, executive
18  session, we're not going to have one.
19                 Under old business, Eric, you're
20  going to give a drought report update?
21                 I'm sorry.  Wait a minute.  One
22  second.  I'm sorry.  I moved ahead here.  I'm
23  going to -- discussion of the remaining funds.
24  One second.
25                 Garrett.  Garrett, go ahead.
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 1                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  So discussion
 2  of the remaining funds.  I brought the wrong
 3  folder.  I don't have the exact budget with me
 4  about the dollar amount.  We've discussed it
 5  before, but it's on hold right now pending how we
 6  determine to spend those funds.
 7                 We had a discussion about saving
 8  that to be able to pay to make changes to the plan
 9  based on the volume of comments we received and
10  the changes we need to make.  There is discussion
11  underway about potential other funding sources as
12  well.
13                 I believe CDM has spoken to the
14  Army Corps of Engineers about potential funding
15  available -- availability.  The Chair is, I
16  believe, going to be speaking with them this week
17  to learn what they learned, and I think that will
18  provide us with a way forward there.
19                 If there's opportunity, hopefully
20  the Army Corps will be able to assist us, but for
21  right now there's no update other than we've held
22  on, on the funding portion at OPM's side.
23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you.
24                 In terms of -- we talked a little
25  bit earlier about comments on the plan, how we're
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 1  going to handle comments on the plan, if people
 2  have a question.  Once we do our webinar and
 3  people -- I mean, how are we going to respond?
 4                 LORI MATHIEU:  So the statute
 5  speaks to gathering written and oral comments and
 6  producing a report on how we addressed those
 7  comments.
 8                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
 9                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so any
10  adjustments to the plan will have to be made and
11  then we'll have to write a report that goes along
12  with it.  I would imagine we would have to review
13  and fully vet and then publish right at the end of
14  this year.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Right.
16                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  And I just
17  wanted to say, too, I think the last time we saw
18  some of the comments that came in, it was early
19  on.  Eric sent some around, I believe, and people
20  commented that they appreciated the easier
21  submission of the comments, I think is what one of
22  the comments was.
23                 So it seems like people are finding
24  the system intuitive to submit their comments.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think our first
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 1  comment was actually -- which was very nice.
 2                 I see a couple hands in the
 3  audience.  Virginia?
 4                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  The comment
 5  webpage as it's set up now is very easy to use for
 6  just narrative comments, overview comments.  In
 7  terms of specific comments it -- Corinne mentioned
 8  to me that those would be better done in an
 9  attachment loaded into that website.
10                 I think it would be helpful if you
11  all provided some kind of a spreadsheet similar to
12  what CDM Smith had for comments earlier to enable
13  people with specific comments, you know, on
14  page 36, such and such.  That would be very
15  helpful.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.
17                 LORI MATHIEU:  So Corinne, I don't
18  know.  We specifically avoided this spreadsheet
19  concept -- sorry, CDM -- but for the reason to try
20  to make it simple for people, as simple as
21  possible.
22                 So I don't know what your thoughts
23  are on that, Corinne.  I know you worked hard to
24  set this up.  So --
25                 CORINNE FITTING:  Well, I think
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 1  Virginia is right.  In terms of if people want to
 2  make a single comment or an overall comment what
 3  we've got going is easy.
 4                 I think we can accept comments in
 5  any sort of form.  So if -- in a document to be
 6  uploaded, I had suggested a spreadsheet.  I think
 7  we could probably come up with a sample maybe that
 8  people could use if they wanted to.  They wouldn't
 9  have to.
10                 It could be -- because you can
11  upload a document.  And just so people know, every
12  week we're checking on Mondays -- on Tuesday this
13  week -- for new comments and updating what's --
14  anything that's come in we're posting to the
15  website each week.  So people can at least see the
16  other comments that people have been.  But I think
17  we could do sort of a sample based on CDM's.
18                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I think looking
19  out for the sanity of whoever is actually tasked
20  with incorporating those comments, if there was a
21  consistent format that they were being submitted,
22  it would make the person's life much easier, than
23  if this spreadsheet was different from this
24  spreadsheet, was different from that
25  spreadsheet -- coming from different folks.
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 1                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think we have six
 2  comments today, from my understanding.
 3                 LORI MATHIEU:  Six?
 4                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Six.
 5                 VIRGINIA DE LIMA:  I was going to
 6  say, you haven't heard from a lot of people.
 7                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I'm just
 8  telling what officially -- my understanding is we
 9  have six comments so far.
10                 MARGARET MINER:  So in the
11  Legislature there's a process for amending your
12  testimony.  You know, sometimes the bill changes
13  to a totally different topic, and in terms of
14  combining comments I wonder if you would think
15  about a process by which someone could amend or
16  combine previous comments into one test document
17  of testimony.
18                 I saw one agency comment, which was
19  a very nice comment -- but said that luckily
20  Connecticut hasn't had a serious drought in recent
21  years.  And I didn't know whether to ask Lori to
22  respond to that, but I'm sure I made comments like
23  that, too, that I would like an opportunity to
24  correct if somebody pointed them out to me.  So I
25  just wonder if that process will be possible.
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 1                 I think you would end up with a
 2  group of comments that would be easier to handle
 3  and more on target, but I'm not sure -- but I'm
 4  just suggesting that.
 5                 LORI MATHIEU:  I think what we'll
 6  do on Thursday, we can chat about it between our
 7  team and think it through.  Definitely we want to,
 8  to Virginia's point, keep it as simple as possible
 9  to be able to make revisions to the plan as
10  necessary and then fully understand.
11                 And to your point about the
12  comment, I think I know which letter you're
13  referring to.  I thought it was very well written
14  by a state agency and was glad to see a state, you
15  know, agency commissioner send us a letter, which
16  I thought was -- and it was nice.
17                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It was a nice
18  letter.
19                 LORI MATHIEU:  It was a very nice
20  letter on our plan.
21                 MARGARET MINER:  It was.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  So, you know,
23  that's --
24                 MARGARET MINER:  It's, you know.
25  At any rate, there will be times I'm sure where
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 1  people might like to either amend or combine their
 2  comments.  So if they're put into one document and
 3  it becomes some kind of sequence as they appear in
 4  the water plan it might be easier for you.  And
 5  sometimes comments just become obsolete.
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  That's very true.
 7                 Yes?
 8                 JUDY ALLEN:  I may not be
 9  commenting correctly, but in terms of simplicity
10  what I have done -- and at least one of my
11  comments is a reference of a particular section.
12                 So I'm concerned if there's another
13  way that's going to be added to refer to a
14  particular section, I want to make sure I get my
15  comments in the right away.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  I think if you give
17  us a document, even if it's a Word document or a
18  spreadsheet, and you put down on page 5-72, here's
19  my comment, I think that's clear enough.  Right,
20  Corinne?  And we should be able to.
21                 But I think pinpointing to exactly
22  where you are looking at I think is important to
23  say.  So I think you're fine.
24                 GARRETT EUCALITTO:  But I also
25  think if anyone submits the comments through the
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 1  system we have in place now and they say on this
 2  page or in this section that's -- that's still
 3  accomplished the same thing in many respects.
 4                 So I think if you've already
 5  submitted comments referencing a specific page or
 6  section number I think it would be treated the
 7  exact same as if someone were to give an
 8  attachment.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay?  Now we're
10  going to move on to Eric.
11                 I promise, Eric, you're going to
12  come up this time and talk about the drought
13  report.
14                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Eric Lindquist,
15  OPM.  Just to give a brief update on where we're
16  at, and I want to start with some background just
17  to bring everyone in the room up to speed in terms
18  of what had happened in the past and how we got to
19  where we are now.
20                 So back in September, about a year
21  ago, September 2, 2016, the former drought plan
22  workgroup, which had been commissioned by the
23  WPCAG, was cochaired by Virginia de Lima and
24  Denise Savageau, and it consisted of various state
25  agencies as well as municipal representation and
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 1  others from outside the state government that
 2  worked together on updating the 2003 drought plan.
 3                 That was a task that was assigned
 4  by the Council back in, I believe it was 2012.  So
 5  this has been an ongoing thing for quite some
 6  time.  And that group did quite a bit of work in
 7  the years leading up to that submission date of
 8  September 2016.
 9                 And in my term of participation I
10  know that we got a lot accomplished, a lot
11  updated.  Virginia was really instrumental in
12  spearheading and keeping the ball rolling.  And so
13  when that document was submitted there was a cover
14  letter from the cochairs explaining the
15  significant changes that had been made as well as
16  areas where the plan was still deemed deficient
17  and in need of improvement.
18                 And so at the WPC's October 5,
19  2016, regular meeting you had debated that the
20  plan -- the revised plan as it was submitted --
21  and you elected to go to a public comment period,
22  60 days.  And it was decided at that time that
23  PURA would establish a separate docket for
24  collecting public comments on the drought plan,
25  and that comment period ended on December 16,
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 1  2016.
 2                 And that's when things really went
 3  idle for some time, and largely because we were in
 4  the middle of a significant drought situation that
 5  we were managing in accordance with the existing
 6  2003 drought plan.  And it was decided that things
 7  would be put on hold in terms of addressing those
 8  public comments until after the existing drought
 9  situation had come to an end and we could learn
10  any lessons that needed to be learned from that
11  experience.
12                 And so here we came into spring and
13  early summer of 2017 when the drought was
14  officially declared over.  And we had pressure
15  again to get that going on the revised plan based
16  on what we had learned from that episode.  And
17  that's where we're at now.
18                 We just met for the first time, a
19  brand-new subcommittee that really was put
20  together by the interagency drought workgroup.  So
21  just for clarity, the interagency drought
22  workgroup is the group, the five state agencies
23  that are responsible for implementing the plan,
24  whereas the old drought plan workgroup was
25  responsible for revising the drought plan, so


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 55


 1  important to distinguish that.
 2                 And then we have this new
 3  subcommittee now that's meant to pick up on the
 4  work of the old drought plan workgroup.
 5                 So we have a couple -- we've
 6  identified a few priorities to focus on first, and
 7  they arise from issues that were -- these are
 8  issues that were brought up in the public comment
 9  period as well as acknowledged by the cochairs in
10  the cover letter back in September of 2016.
11                 And the first of which is the
12  interagency drought workgroup really needs to have
13  a better structured decision making process, the
14  authority better spelled out, how decisions are
15  made.  A little more formality brought to the
16  process, I think, is really the goal without
17  making it too formal.
18                 So we've started that discussion
19  and we'll see where that leads, but that ties into
20  really this idea of a drought task force which is
21  actually a component of the existing 2003 plan
22  that was never implemented.
23                 So in the current drought plan when
24  you get to a certain stage, it's the drought
25  warning stage, we're supposed to commission this
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 1  task force which would then take over for drought
 2  management operations, and that task force was
 3  never created to this day.
 4                 And so that's another priority that
 5  we've started discussing -- Lori was there at our
 6  first meeting -- as to what that task force should
 7  look like, who should be on it.  What should its
 8  responsibilities be compared to the interagency
 9  drought workgroup, the five agencies that
10  implement the plan?  And we had some great
11  discussion.
12                 The emergency management folks from
13  DESPP were in the room, had some great suggestions
14  for how we could link that task force into the
15  existing state response framework for emergency
16  management.  So we're exploring that avenue.
17                 And then the last priority we
18  discussed was obviously responding, how we're
19  going to respond and address the public comments
20  that were received last fall.  So we'll be looking
21  at those comments and making adjustments and
22  recommended changes to the plan as needed, and
23  then ultimately submitting another revised
24  recommended plan to the Council.
25                 It's unclear what that timeline
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 1  should look like, so I'll leave it the Council to
 2  give me their thoughts as to what type of
 3  turnaround they would like to see and, you know,
 4  what we should be really focused on -- what do you
 5  view as the priorities for this?
 6                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I mean, we've been
 7  working on this for quite some time.  So I think
 8  we really need to be somewhat aggressive in
 9  getting it completed.  I mean, that's my personal
10  opinion.
11                 We've talked about this.  I know we
12  had some diversions from it because of other
13  issues, particularly the drought coming up, but I
14  think that we -- time is of essence right now to
15  get it completed.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so we had a very
17  good meeting with the people from emergency
18  management.  And when we had that discussion we
19  started to realize that there's a lot of work to
20  do.
21                 And we know that the seven measures
22  don't work at this point.  And the stages and the
23  triggers that we've set have aged quite a bit.
24  So, more information is out there now.  The
25  drought monitor is available to us, but there's a
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 1  new piece of information that I understand is out
 2  there on drought forecasting from NOAA.
 3                 And NOAA, and I ran into -- Garrett
 4  and I ran into at the NGA -- the National
 5  Governors Association Conference the beginning of
 6  August.  And there was a woman there from NOAA
 7  from Colorado, who spoke to this new drought
 8  forecasting model.  So we've been trying to
 9  capture attention and trying to have a discussion
10  with her.
11                 She said NOAA wants to bring this
12  new model forecasting model for drought to the
13  northeast, and wants to do a webinar in the fall.
14                 So I said, that's perfect, you
15  know.  So we all thought when we met last week
16  that that would be important to hear from them and
17  how that could be incorporated into the new state
18  plan.  So that's really an important aspect that
19  would probably turn around a little bit as to what
20  we traditionally have done.
21                 And we know as far as drinking
22  water systems go, that the reservoir capacity
23  information needed to be updated and we need to be
24  thinking about a different model and a different
25  metric for water systems.
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 1                 So we're, in the health department,
 2  working diligently on a new way of measuring
 3  system capacity.  And we've been working with all
 4  of our large systems on that metric for the last
 5  eight months.
 6                 So there's a lot of work to do, I
 7  think.  And I think this drought forecast model,
 8  which is similar to what Aquarion has moved
 9  forward with, would be important for us to look at
10  and possibly incorporate somewhat into this
11  revision.
12                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And I know you're
13  involved with that in Southwest Connecticut.
14  They've been very busy and very aggressive with
15  that.
16                 LORI MATHIEU:  Absolutely.
17  Aquarion has done an excellent job at changing
18  where they have been to possibly, you know, and
19  using today this new forecasting model.  And
20  they've been sharing that with us at the agency
21  level and we're very interested in that.
22                 But you know, the emergency
23  management people talked about this water task
24  force that was brought up under -- after, I think
25  after Irene and then Sandy.  They clearly needed a
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 1  water task force to be formed to deal with, not
 2  only the ongoing situation, but the aftermath of
 3  that.
 4                 So Brenda Bergeron brought that up
 5  a number of times, and we have to take a careful
 6  look at that.  How we interface with the SF-12 is
 7  an important aspect of this, because at some point
 8  we were leading into a stage-three.  We certainly
 9  needed to focus more on the governor's authority
10  when it came to that next stage.  And so what
11  decisions needed to be made in order to lead up
12  into that are important to this plan.
13                 So I think there's a lot of work to
14  do, and in certainly addressing the comments, but
15  also thinking about as far as there's six -- seven
16  state agencies involved here, and putting that
17  together is going to be important to listen to
18  every agency's needs.
19                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But I think it's
20  also important to put sort of a timeframe on it.
21  What would be an aggressive timeframe for getting
22  it done, so to set a goal for the group to get all
23  of the issues thoroughly vetted and addressed?
24                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  It's a tough
25  question to answer, because I believe this is year
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 1  five now since the Council originally called for a
 2  revised drought plan.
 3                 And there's a lot to debate because
 4  there's no such thing as a perfect plan and I
 5  think there's been a lot of people that have
 6  wanted it to become more of a perfect plan, but I
 7  don't see it ever getting there.  I think this is
 8  a point that Virginia and Denise, the cochairs of
 9  the former drought plan workgroup really stressed
10  when they submitted the revised plan last fall.
11                 Really the plan is going to need to
12  be a living document that is continually updated
13  on an as-needed basis as new technology evolves,
14  as data becomes more available, because there's
15  always going to be room for improvement.  So we've
16  got to get it to as good as we can knowing that
17  there's always going to be room for improvement
18  down the road.
19                 In terms of a timeframe, I know
20  Lori, you had mentioned the end of this year.
21                 LORI MATHIEU:  Well, to be fair to
22  the group, I'd like to -- because it's not just us
23  four agencies.  To be fair to the group, I think
24  maybe what we do is we go back to the whole group
25  and ask for maybe some thoughts on that.  Then we
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 1  can get back to the Water Planning Council maybe
 2  within the next couple of weeks.  I think, you
 3  know, there's input that's necessary for many
 4  agencies.
 5                 I would like to see a final draft
 6  by the end of the year.  I don't think that's
 7  doable because of staffing level, staffing
 8  resources.  You know, we don't have all the staff
 9  in the world to sit through this, but we are
10  committed.
11                 My agency is committed to
12  addressing comments and working on this as much as
13  we can to finish it before the end of the year.
14                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I think that's a
15  reasonable suggestion, is to go back and see if
16  you can come back with a projected timeframe for
17  us.
18                 Thank you for that.  I mean, I know
19  that this has gone for quite some time, but
20  circumstances change, as we know.
21                 Yeah, Margaret?
22                 MARGARET MINER:  In terms of what
23  legislators have been looking for the last couple
24  of years, it's really primarily the drought -- of
25  course they have questions about that, but it's
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 1  the drought stages.
 2                 And I don't know if that could
 3  be -- if you can't get everything of your three
 4  bullets done, for instance, answering the comments
 5  and so forth, anything that would help with the
 6  drought stages -- now there may be less interest
 7  this year, because they'll have the water plan.
 8                 So there may be less interest than
 9  there was in the last two years, but that's
10  typically what we all trip up on, is we try to
11  say, or legislators, you know, try to say, well,
12  how do we -- should we -- what are our priorities
13  at stage three?  Well, we don't know, you know,
14  when the drought gets serious, but there's no way
15  in the statute to identify what that stage is.
16                 So I think that would be very
17  welcome when it's ready, and that does sound like
18  a tight schedule for such a lot of agencies, but
19  that part of it, people keep trying to, you know,
20  come up with some language and they can't.
21                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Betsey?
22                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  I think Eric
23  sort of said something.  He didn't say it quite
24  like this, but don't let the perfect be the enemy
25  of the good, is in essence what you said.  So it
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 1  might make sense for the group to come up with a
 2  deadline for when they're going to finalize this
 3  round of the drought report plan.
 4                 And then understand it's going to
 5  be a living document, and as we learn more and we
 6  address it -- but we should be ready come next
 7  spring if it looks like we're headed into drought
 8  to be able to use the new drought plan to respond
 9  to what comes forward.
10                 So it's a little bit like that
11  triage.  How do we do what we can do now?  Get it
12  done, and then begin to immediately work on the
13  next iteration.
14                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.
15                 LORI MATHIEU:  And I think to
16  Margaret's point, one of the discussion points
17  that we had last week was how do you mesh the
18  utilities' drought triggers with the State's
19  drought triggers?
20                 Because it's very difficult to say
21  to anyone, oh, yes.  Utility A, B and C is fine,
22  but the governor is saying X, Y, and Z.
23                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes.
24                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so how does
25  that, you know, that's become a very difficult
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 1  message.  And so we talk about at some point they
 2  start to just merge, and at some point it's the
 3  authority of the governor to make these decisions.
 4                 And so we were leading into that at
 5  stage three, you know, the last drought we went
 6  through.  So that's an important point, as far as
 7  my agency goes, are the drought triggers and
 8  understanding them and working with our utilities
 9  to make sure that they're up to date and they have
10  critical time steps that everybody understands.
11                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes, the
12  legislators were kind of in despair when they
13  heard how many different kinds of drought triggers
14  there were, because there were some municipal as
15  well.
16                 So that would be very helpful to
17  get that straightened out.
18                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  But also
19  remember that some of the implementation steps in
20  the state water plan are sort of looking
21  at drought planning.
22                 So you could get the plan done.
23  You could then do some iterative work under
24  implementation under the state water plan and
25  continue to improve it.
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 1                 JOHN HUDAK:  It also speaks to the
 2  importance of being able to regionalize droughts,
 3  because there will be differences among utilities
 4  among areas and among the time --
 5                 MARGARET MINER:  That was very good
 6  in the new plan.  Just one other thing that people
 7  were talking about was there's the governor's
 8  authority to declare a statewide drought, and then
 9  there's DPH's authority to create, do what you did
10  last year when you declared an emergency.
11                 That was a little confusing to
12  people.  So I think the language we were working
13  on said things like, as declared by the governor
14  and our DPH.  And then we cited the authority for
15  each, each agency, the governor and DPH.
16                 But if you're looking at
17  complications at reading the statute, it would be
18  good if that would be a little clearer, also.
19                 Some people say, oh, it's just the
20  governor, but no.  You do all have authority and I
21  think a couple of legislators wanted to be very
22  sure that DPH's authority would be active, as in
23  fact it turned out to be last year.
24                 But I just mentioned that it was
25  another confusing part of trying to deal with the
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 1  statutes.
 2                 LORI MATHIEU:  And so to your
 3  point, I think the plan needs to think about that,
 4  about how that works together.  You know, the
 5  commissioner of -- the department of public health
 6  authority is for a public health emergency.  It's
 7  so water systems do not run out of water,
 8  essentially.
 9                 And how that works with the
10  governor's authority needs to be thought through.
11  Absolutely, I agree.
12                 MARGARET MINER:  Yes.  And just a
13  clarity thing.  I didn't see any big problem
14  there, but people weren't quite sure who would be
15  the governing authority in certain situations.
16                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  To be
17  continued.  Lots more to talk about with the
18  drought plan.  Thank you very much, Eric.
19  Appreciate it.
20                 Lori, you have two final items
21  that -- you can give us a brief update on WUCC.
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  A very brief update
23  on the WUCC.  The WUCC continues into its second
24  year.  It's working carefully.  All three regions
25  are at the same stage.  They are working to draft
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 1  the integrated report, which is the third report
 2  of four documents of the WUCC process.  The drafts
 3  are due out sometime in December for comment.
 4                 And essentially, the integrated
 5  reports are the 50-year plan for the region, and
 6  they look at supply and demand.  They look at
 7  aquatic impacts, environmental impacts of sources
 8  of supply in the future, identification of future
 9  sources, identification of satellite management,
10  interconnections and what have you.  Water
11  conservation is another thing.
12                 So it's an interesting time to
13  still be involved with the WUCC process.  And I
14  hope any and all people that are interested can
15  continue to attend the monthly meetings for the
16  WUCC.
17                 The WUCC ends and the last document
18  is due to the department in the summer of next
19  year.  So that's the WUCC update.
20                 THE CHAIRMAN:  And water
21  conservation?
22                 LORI MATHIEU:  Oh, water
23  conservation.
24                 To Margaret's point on what we were
25  just talking about with trigger levels, my
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 1  commissioner has asked that I take a careful look
 2  at the trigger levels statewide with all of our
 3  utilities.  And so I've been thinking about how to
 4  do that and I'm going to be working with the
 5  Connecticut section, the sustainability committee
 6  which is chaired by Dave Kozminski -- who is not
 7  in the audience.
 8                 But the area here is to focus in on
 9  water, the trigger levels for water conservation
10  plans that are required as part of a water supply
11  plan under the statutes, and to assure that the
12  utilities that were required to produce those
13  plans have reviewed those trigger levels, have
14  taken a careful look at what happened last fall,
15  and then work with the agency to update those
16  trigger levels if necessary.
17                 So we're going to be convening, the
18  health department will be convening a group and
19  working with the water industry to start that work
20  this fall.  So I know water industry people in the
21  room are just hearing this.
22                 So the drought trigger level group
23  I'm going to be pulling together.  John, you'll be
24  hearing about this and maybe even tomorrow when
25  have the security meeting I'll be there.
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 1                 And we need to make sure that our
 2  90 or so utilities that produce water supply plans
 3  are addressing the letters that we've been sending
 4  out on drought triggers and drought trigger
 5  updates.  So that's an important aspect.
 6                 Margaret, as you mentioned, there's
 7  a lot of questions that legislators had for us at
 8  the health department about trigger levels and
 9  responsiveness.  So we need to look at that with
10  the water industry.  And then if changes need to
11  be made anywhere, whether it's in statute, in
12  regulation, at least we're going to ask the
13  utilities to take a very careful look at these
14  triggers.
15                 And we're possibly going to, Jack,
16  to your point, invite Aquarion in to talk to us as
17  a group about what their forecasting models look
18  like, and provide some assistance there.  So
19  taking it as, you know, kind of an after action of
20  the drought and impact to the water utilities
21  across the state, the large ones, anyway.
22                 So that's that.
23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Okay.  Thank you
24  very much.
25                 Any public comment?  Yes?
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 1                 LINDA PAGANI:  Linda Pagani, a
 2  private citizen.
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Come up here the
 4  microphone, please.
 5                 LINDA PAGANI:  From Bloomfield,
 6  Connecticut.  This is kind of just a housekeeping
 7  thing, but I was wondering if PURA and the Water
 8  Planning Council can publish the agendas as you
 9  used to?  There was no agenda published for this
10  meeting.
11                 Also, the publications page has
12  been out of service for several months.  So
13  there's no minutes.  There's none of that
14  information anymore available to the public.  And
15  I know on the page it says it's supposed to be --
16  it was supposed to be put back up on August 1st.
17                 It has been out of commission for
18  many months, it seems like.  And I know when you
19  go to the calendar and it opens up the separate
20  window, let's say, for this meeting, you used to
21  be able to just click on a link and either
22  download or look at the agenda.  So that would be
23  very helpful to the public, I think.
24                 NICK NEELEY:  I believe this agenda
25  for this meeting was published.
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 1                 LINDA PAGANI:  Where?
 2                 NICK NEELEY:  I can check, but it
 3  definitely was published, because I got an e-mail
 4  to me -- and I understand it was published, but
 5  I'll check with her.
 6                 LINDA PAGANI:  I looked everywhere.
 7  It really wasn't -- unless you're on the mailing
 8  list.
 9                 I mean, if that's what the public
10  has to do then maybe that could be something that
11  is sited, you know, on a very prominent place on
12  the CT.gov/water entry, page maybe.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, I think we
14  can easily -- and apologies, if you're having
15  difficulty getting this.  We can easily rectify
16  both.  I don't know what they -- we can get the
17  agenda, and as you can see, these meetings are
18  fully transcribed.
19                 So that's a public document that is
20  available.  So we'll make sure that's posted in a
21  prominent place relative to the Water Planning
22  Council.
23                 NICK NEELEY:  I will look at the
24  webpage when I get upstairs and make sure in the
25  future the agendas, the minutes and everything
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 1  else related to that will be on the on the CT.gov
 2  website.  So thank you for bringing that to our
 3  attention.
 4                 GAIL LUCCHINA:  Within the last few
 5  months Tyra has been adding the minutes when she
 6  sends the agenda, but that does go to the mailing
 7  list.  So I know we were having technical
 8  difficulties.
 9                 Maybe Eric can speak to that where
10  we could not post the minutes.  That's why Tyra
11  ended up -- but we'll see if anything changed with
12  that, Eric.
13                 ERIC LINDQUIST:  Right.  So my
14  apologies.  There have been a couple issues,
15  webpage related issues that I've been working on
16  with DAS, but we've developed a workaround in the
17  short-term whereby you could then instruct them to
18  send an e-mail requesting any copies of the
19  minutes that are not available so we can get that
20  resolved.
21                 LINDA PAGANI:  But aside from
22  that I wanted to say -- to end on a positive note,
23  I mean, that site is just an absolute treasure
24  trove of information.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, thank you.


BCT Reporting LLC







Page 74


 1                 LINDA PAGANI:  It's really
 2  fantastic.  I read all the white papers from
 3  there.  I don't know if they're still up from the
 4  water plan, but --
 5                 THE CHAIRMAN:  I believe they are.
 6  Yeah.
 7                 LINDA PAGANI:  Yeah.  So it's
 8  great.  Thank you.
 9                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Well, very thank you
10  very much.
11                 Margaret, do you have a question?
12                 MARGARET MINER:  I was just going
13  to say, the minutes are important.  People say,
14  well, what happened at the meeting?  And that's a
15  strain, a stress on my memory.  What happened?
16                 It's very nice to have the minutes,
17  and perhaps if it's not possible to post them,
18  there could be a place where people could request
19  to have them sent to them.  You know, even if
20  they're not up you can request to have them
21  mailed.
22                 THE CHAIRMAN:  But we can post
23  them.  Yes, absolutely.
24                 MARGARET MINER:  Thanks.
25                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Any other public
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 1  comment?  Any other public comment?
 2                 (No response.)
 3                 THE CHAIRMAN:  If there's no other
 4  public comment, our next meeting will be held
 5  October 3rd at 1:30 here.
 6                 And Ms. Lucchina, we have to get a
 7  notice -- or Mr. Neeley, that we're meeting
 8  Friday, there's a public -- so we put that, and
 9  send that into the Secretary of State, that we're
10  going to be meeting at DPH for the purposes of
11  the --
12                 NICK NEELEY:  Developing a webinar.
13                 THE CHAIRMAN:  It's a meeting.
14                 Because Betsey would yell at me if
15  I don't do that.  She would catch me on that.
16                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  There's your
17  sticky, Jack.  I had already written it down.
18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Oh, look at that.
19  See, I beat you to it.
20                 Okay.  Anything else to come before
21  us today?
22                 (No response.)
23                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Again, thanks to the
24  outreach group for a job very well done.  You've
25  done a terrific job.  I really appreciate
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 1  everything that you've done in, again, in a short
 2  period of time.
 3                 I think we have a really good
 4  direction moving forward -- and also to the Water
 5  Planning Council advisory group for the work that
 6  you have done in terms of looking at policy and
 7  procedures.
 8                 I've looked at that.  I think
 9  that's a great start and a great framework moving
10  forward, as well the suggestions for the
11  implementation plan.  So thank you.  Thank you.
12                 And with that, if there's nothing
13  else to come before us, a motion to adjourn?
14                 BETSEY WINGFIELD:  So moved.
15                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Second.
16                 All those in favor?
17                 THE COUNCIL:  Aye.
18                 THE CHAIRMAN:  Thank you very much.
19
20                 (Whereupon, the above proceedings
21  were concluded at 2:55 p.m.)
22
23
24
25
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 1                      CERTIFICATE
 2
 3       I hereby certify that the foregoing 76 pages
 4  are a complete and accurate computer-aided
 5  transcription of my original verbatim notes taken
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